Chapter fourteen

14:1 And it came about that in Iconium they entered the synagogue of the Jews together, and spoke in such a manner that a great multitude believed, both of Jews and of Greeks.  {de, (cc)--gi,nomai (viad--3s)--evn (pd)--VIko,nion (n-dn-s)--kata, (pa)--to. auvto,j (ap-an-s) according to the same pattern, just as they had been doing--eivse,rcomai (vnaa)--auvto,j (npam3p) accus. of gen. ref.--eivj (pa)--h` sunagwgh, (n-af-s)--o` VIoudai/oj (ap-gm-p)--kai, (cc)--lale,w (vnaa)--ou[tw (ab) thus, so, in such a manner--w[ste (ch) used with infinitive to express result--pisteu,w (vnaa)--polu,j (a--an-s)--plh/qoj (n-an-s)--te, (cc+)--VIoudai/oj (ap-gm-p)--kai, (cc)--{Ellhn (n-gm-p)}  

14:2 But the Jews who disbelieved stirred up the minds of the Gentiles, and embittered them against the brethren.  {de, (ch)--o`  VIoudai/oj (ap-nm-p)--avpeiqe,w (vpaanm-p) functions as adjective, not persuaded, unconvinced, unwilling to believe--evpegei,rw (viaa--3p) 2X, same as 13:50, to stir up, to incite--kai, (cc)--kako,w (viaa--3p) 6X, to mistreat or abuse, here to poison the mind, to embitter--h` yuch, (n-af-p)--to, e;qnoj (n-gn-p)--kata, (pg)--o` avdelfo,j (n-gm-p)}
14:3 Therefore they spent a long time there speaking boldly about the Lord, who was bearing witness to the word of His grace, granting that signs and wonders be done by their hands.  {me.n (cs)--ou=n (ch)--diatri,bw (viaa--3p) lit. to wear away, 9X, to spend time in a place--i`kano,j (a--am-s)--cro,noj (n-am-s)--parrhsia,zomai (vppnnm-p) to act without fear, to be bold or confident--evpi, (pd)--o` ku,rioj (n-dm-s) lit. upon the Lord, could be in reliance on the Lord, or more likely the Lord was their subject-- o` (ddms+) marture,w (vppadm-s)--evpi, (pd)--o` lo,goj (n-dm-s)--h` ca,rij (n-gf-s)--auvto,j (npgm3s) the message of His grace, His gracious message--di,dwmi (vppadm-s)--shmei/on (n-an-p)--kai, (cc)-- te,raj (n-an-p)--gi,nomai (vnpn)--dia, (pg)--h` cei,r (n-gf-p)--auvto,j (npgm3p)}
14:4 But the multitude of the city was divided; and some sided with the Jews, and some with the apostles.  {de, (ch)--to. plh/qoj (n-nn-s)--h` po,lij (n-gf-s)--sci,zw (viap--3s) 9X, to split, to divide, to tear apart, passive, were divided--kai, (cc)--o` (dnmp+) some--me,n (cc) on the one hand--eivmi, (viia--3p) --su,n (pd)--o` VIoudai/oj (ap-dm-p)--o` (dnmp+) others--de, (cc) on the other hand--su,n (pd)--o` avpo,stoloj (n-dm-p)}

14:5 And when an attempt was made by both the Gentiles and the Jews with their rulers, to mistreat and to stone them,  {de, (cc)--w`j (cs) as, like, when--o`rmh, (n-nf-s) 2X, a mental action, an inclination, here in a bad sense of an assault or attempt at violence--gi,nomai (viad--3s) was made--te, (cc+)--to, e;qnoj (n-gn-p)--kai, (cc)--VIoudai/oj (ap-gm-p)--su,n (pd)--o` a;rcwn (n-dm-p)--auvto,j (npgm3p)--u`bri,zw (vnaa) 5X, an action that invades the rights of another to their harm, a violation of true human rights, our word hubris, wanton disregard of moral laws or restraint--kai, (cc)--liqobole,w (vnaa)--auvto,j (npam3p)}

14:6 they became aware of it and fled to the cities of Lycaonia, Lystra and Derbe, and the surrounding region;  {sunora,w (vpaanm-p) 2x, acts 12:12, to perceive, become aware of--katafeu,gw (viaa--3p) 2X, Heb. 6:18, to flee for refuge, to run for your safety--eivj (pa)--h` po,lij (n-af-p)--h` Lukaoni,a (n-gf-s) --Lu,stra (n-af-s)--kai, (cc)--De,rbh (n-af-s)--kai, (cc)--h` peri,cwroj (ap-af-s) 9X, the region or district around there, that area}

14:7 and there they continued to preach the gospel.  {kavkei/ (cc&ab) and there--euvaggeli,zw (vppmnm-p+)--eivmi, (+viia--3p) periphrastic, they were evangelizing}
Exposition vs. 1-7

1. Having been forced out of Antioch, Paul and Barnabas journey some 90 miles to the east to the city of Iconium, also located in the province of Galatia.

2. This ancient town had been transformed into a Greek city-state.

3. It was located in the heart of the high plateau of south-central Asia Minor, surrounded by fertile plains and lush forests, with mountains to its north and east.

1. Under Augustus’ reforms in 25 BC, Iconium became part of Galatia, although Rome chose Antioch and Lystra as the seats of authority in the area.

4. Although Iconium retained much of the Greek flavor and was somewhat resistant to Roman influence, it was made a roman colony under Hadrian.

5. It was governed by an assembly of citizens (the Demos) and tended to hold itself aloof from Roman interference.

6. Upon their arrival in Iconium, the team employs the same general approach that they had been using previously in Antioch.

7. They went to the local synagogue of the Jews and began to proclaim the gospel with such effectiveness that many were converted to Christianity.

8. It should be noted that the number of conversions was significant (although likely not a large percentage of the total population) for what one would have expected in such a short time.

9. The conversions were not limited to Jews or Gentiles alone but encompassed both groups.

10. As in Antioch, those Jews that refused the message began to engage in a militant opposition to the missionary team by stirring up opposition against those who had accepted the gospel.

11. They are described as the Jews that disbelieved although the term avpeiqe,w (apeitheo) means to not be persuaded and hence, to disobey.

12. The verb describes the action of one that is avpeiqhj (apeithes-to be unwilling to be persuaded, to withold belief, then to withold obedience) and ends up meaning those that refuse to believe.

13. Their attacks against these new believers were taken to the leadership of the city and the most likely scenario would have involved some charge of Christianity being a religio illicita.
14. Luke states that their attacks were of such a nature that the Gentiles were agitated and began to harbor a mental attitude of hostility toward these new believers.

15. It appears that the verbs in verse 2 should be viewed as ingressive, this actually being the beginning of their efforts that continued for some time.

16. In spite of the overt opposition that continued to swirl around them, Paul and Barnabas were not dissuaded but continued to boldly and publicly proclaim their message.

17. They remained in the city for some time, indicating that the opposition was very likely verbal at this point, no sanctions or violence accompanying the slander of these new believers.

18. Obviously, these new converts would be taken aback by such an overt display of hostility against them and might wonder if they had made the right decision in believing the gospel of  Jesus Christ.

19. In fact, they probably wondered if this good news was good news at all!

20. There is little doubt that Paul told them something along the lines of what is recorded in Acts 14:22.

21. Another point to note is that Paul and Barnabas did not abandon these new believers at the first sign of trouble but remained in Iconium for a long time.
22. The force of evpi. tw/| kuri,w./| (epi to kurio—upon the Lord) may be about the Lord or, as the New American Standard translation has it, with reliance on the Lord.
23. In any case, the Lord was testifying, or bearing witness, to the fact that Paul and Barnabas were legitimate representatives of His plan by providing various signs and wonders done by their hands.
24. Signs are those things that point to a greater reality while wonders are those things that cause the observer to seek an explanation as to how or why such a thing occurred.

25. Signs and miracles do not change the volitional pattern or response of those who observe them, they merely serve to verify the authenticity of the messengers and the message

26. Their message is called the word of His grace, emphasizing that the gospel of Jesus Christ has nothing to do with law or works.  Acts 20:24,32

27. The free gift of salvation is not apprehended by those who seek to commend themselves to God by virtue of their own righteousness and adherance to an external code of conduct.

28. This would certainly arouse the enmity of the Jews, a group that was completely immersed in legalistic system of works and rituals designed to gain the favor of God.

29. The gospel serves to strike at the root of human pride and achievement, placing all men under condemnation before the +R standards of God and offering all men salvation through faith in a sacrificial substitute.

30. The Jews not only rejected grace for themselves, not believing they needed anything to gain God’s favor since they were the seed of Abraham, they rejected any display of grace toward the Gentiles, whom they deemed completely unworthy of God’s plan.  Matt. 3:9

31. Those that are self-righteous do not see a need for grace, contenting themselves with believing that they are good enough to gain and have God’s favor.

32. It is the sinner that needs grace, the one who recognizes that he is unworthy of God’s plan, falling short of His +R, and thus incurring the legitimate guilt before God that comes to those who fail.  Rom. 3:19-20,23-24; Lk. 18:10ff

33. As one would expect, the populace was divided along volitional lines, some taking the side of the Jews, while others sided with Paul and Barnabas.

34. The Jewish leaders had obviously been successful in convincing some of the Gentile Iconians that this new teaching was dangerous and to be rejected.

35. Here, both men are referred to as apostles since they were sent out by the church in Antioch, commissioned by them for the work the Holy Spirit desired.

36. Paul is the only technical apostle, serving as the 12th and final apostle, the replacement for Judas.  Rev. 21:14

37. The verbal slander finally had its desired effect, the general populace of the Gentiles sided with the Jews and began to display open cooperation in their opposition to the teaching.

38. The Jewish leadership is in view in the phrase with their rulers.

39. Some have suggested that the leadership of the city was involved as well, but this unlikely for a couple of reasons.

a. The act of stoning these despised men was the method the Jews employed.

b. It is hardly likely that city leaders would be involved in a mob attempt to kill these men since they had the force of law.

40. The plan to stone them demonstrates that the Jews are in the lead in this matter, being followed by the Gentile rabble that listened to them.

41. They do not appear to have had success from a legal standpoint, so they resort to the only thing left to them, illegal, mob violence.

42. The term attempt is actually the Greek o`rmh, (horme-rush or assault), a term that denotes an impulsive action that is not controlled by reason.

43. Their plot was simply to mistreat them and stone them.
44. The two men got wind of the planned violence, although we are not told how, and determined that it was no longer safe or wise to stay in Iconium and left that town and headed for Lystra and Derbe.

45. This demonstates the principle that there is a time and and place for everything; and it is a wise man who knows when to stand for the plan of God and an equally wise man who knows when to run for God’s glory.

46. Their departure followed the general guidelines set down by Jesus during the incarnation when He sent the twelve out on their tour of Galilee.  Matt. 10:23

47. The large province of Galatia was divided into various regions, four of which have been recorded for us: Isauria, Pisidia, Phrygia, and Lycaonia.

48. Paul and Barnabas were leaving one political region of Galatia to start fresh in another, a wise move in light of the violence they faced.

49. Lystra was about 18 miles to the south of Iconium and Derbe was 55 miles to the southeast of Iconium.

50. They are undeterred by the shameful treatment in Antioch and Iconium and continue to proclaim the good news in this new region surrounding Lystra and Derbe.

14:8 And at Lystra there was sitting a certain man, without strength in his feet, lame from his mother's womb, who had never walked.  {kai, (cc)--evn (pd)--Lu,stra (n-dn-p)--ka,qhmai (viin--3s)--ti.j (a-inm-s)--avnh,r (n-nm-s)--avdu,natoj (a--nm-s) 10X, actively of one with no ability or power, incapable--o` pou,j (n-dm-p)—

cwlo,j (a--nm-s) lame, crippled--evk (pg) here is a use of ek that parallels the use of apo, out of here does not imply lameness in the womb since one would not be recognized as lame until it was time to walk--koili,a (n-gf-s)--mh,thr (n-gf-s)--auvto,j (npgm3s)--o[j (aprnm-s)--ouvde,pote (ab) not at amy time, never--peripate,w (viaa--3s) walked around}

14:9 This man was listening to Paul as he spoke, who, when he had fixed his gaze upon him, and had seen that he had faith to be made well,  {ou-toj (apdnm-s)--avkou,w (viaa--3s)--o` Pau/loj (n-gm-s) --lale,w (vppagm-s)--o[j (aprnm-s) refers to Paul--avteni,zw (vpaanm-s) having stared--auvto,j (npdm3s)--kai, (cc)--ei=don (vpaanm-s) having seen or observed--o[ti (ch) indir. disc.--e;cw (vipa--3s)--pi,stij (n-af-s)--to, (dgn+)--sw,|zw (vnapg) epexegetical, explains the nature of his faith, as opposed to saving faith, the faith to be made well, cf. Matt. 9:21,22} 

14:10 said with a loud voice, "Stand upright on your feet." And he leaped up and began to walk.  {ei=pon (viaa--3s)--me,gaj (a--df-s)--fwnh, (n-df-s)--avni,sthmi (vmaa--2s)--ovrqo,j (a--nm-s) straight, upright or erect--evpi, (pa)--o` pou,j (n-am-p)--su, (npg-2s)--kai, (ch)--a[llomai (viad--3s) 3X, used of thins that are quick, to leap up or spring up, as of water, or here of someone leaping to their feet--kai, (cc)--peripate,w (viia--3s) he was walking around}
Exposition vs. 8-10

1. The name of the city Lystra is used in both the singular and plural forms in the New Testament, the singular referring to the city proper and the plural referring to regions around the city.

2. It is not stated that they entered the synagogue and the consensus is that there was not a large enough Jewish population in this city to merit a synagogue.

3. It appears the Paul and Barnabas held their services in the open air in some area around the city where people were prone to gather.

4. During one of these meetings, we are introduced to a man who had some congenital problem with his feet that prevented him from walking: likely some form of nerve damage or paralysis.

5. His problem is strongly emphasized by the triple construction used to describe him, without strength in his feet, lame from his mother’s womb, who had never walked.
6. At some point in the teaching of the gospel, it appears that some reference was made to the healing ministry of Jesus Christ.

7. This would not be unusual since these types of attesting signs were provided by God to document the claims of His Son and the apostles made no secret of these miracles.  Acts 2:22, 10:38

8. We are not told anything of the man’s religious background, but it does not appear that he was a Jew or even a proselyte.

9. He was present during one of Paul’s sermons and was obviously listening keenly to the content of Paul’s message.

10. We are not told how or why Paul noticed him, or how he recognized that the man was a candidate for physical healing.

11. The phrase to be made well (the articular infinitive of swzw—sozo) is used of physical healing (Lk. 8:50), the preserving of physical life (Lk. 9:24), deliverance from demons (Lk. 8:36) and of eternal salvation.  Lk. 8:12, 18:15

12. In this case, there may be a blending of meanings and when the man heard Paul speak of Jesus, His ministry during the incarnation, and His atoning sacrifice, he believed all these things.

13. Thus, he was both saved and made well

14. Paul would have known that he had the power to pronounce cursing on those who withstood the truth (Acts 13:9-11) and likely knew that he had the power to heal those God wanted him to heal.

15. In this case, Paul's knowledge of God’s will, his spiritual abilities, and the man’s faith caused him to tell the man to stand upright on his feet.
16. The man manifests his faith by obedience and quickly leaped to his feet and began walking around.

17. This story is quite similar to the incident recorded in Acts 3:1-8 in Jerusalem.

18. However, there is enough dissimilarity to make it clear that this account is not some misplaced or embellished recounting of an earlier incident.

a. Both men were lame, but this man is not said to be a beggar.

b. The beggar in Acts 3 did not listen to any message from Peter as this man did from Paul.

c. This man was not looking for, or expecting, any money.

d. It is not recorded that Paul touched this man as Peter did in Acts 3:7.

14:11 And when the multitudes saw what Paul had done, they raised their voice, saying in the Lycaonian language, "The gods have become like men and have come down to us."  {te, (ch)--o` o;cloj (n-nm-p)--ei=don (vpaanm-p)--o[j (-apran-s) what thing--Pau/loj (n-nm-s)--poie,w (viaa--3s)-- evpai,rw (viaa--3p)  to raise up--h` fwnh, (n-af-s)--auvto,j (npgm3p)--le,gw (vppanm-p)--Lukaonisti, (ab) in the Lycaonian language or dialect--o` qeo,j (n-nm-p) the gods--o`moio,w (vpapnm-p) 15X, to make something like something else, passively, to  resemble--a;nqrwpoj (n-dm-p)--katabai,nw (viaa--3p)--pro,j (pa)--evgw, (npa-1p)}
14:12 And they began calling Barnabas, Zeus, and Paul, Hermes, because he was the chief speaker.  {te, (cc)--kale,w (viia--3p)--o` Barnaba/j (n-am-s)--Zeu,j (n-am-s) Jupiter, the king of the gods, likely due to the fact that he was more impressive in appearance--de, (cc)--o` Pau/loj (n-am-s)--~Ermh/j (n-am-s) Mercury, the messenger of the gods and spokesman for Zeus, our word hermeneutics comes from this root--evpeidh, (cs)  since or because--auvto,j (npnm3s)--eivmi, (viia--3s)--o` (dnms+) h`ge,omai(vppnnm-s) to consider or regard, this phrase means the chief speaker--o` lo,goj (n-gm-s)}
14:13 And the priest of Zeus, whose temple was just outside the city, brought oxen and garlands to the gates, and wanted to offer sacrifice with the crowds. {te, (ch)--o` i`ereu,j (n-nm-s)--o` Zeu,j (n-gm-s)-- o` (dgms+) eivmi, (vppagm-s)--pro, (pg)--h` po,lij (n-gf-s)--fe,rw (vpaanm-s)--tau/roj (n-am-p) 4X, bull or ox--kai, (cc)--ste,mma (n-an-p) 1X, a garland or wreath--evpi, (pa)--o` pulw,n (n-am-p)--qe,lw (viia--3s)--qu,w (vnpa) 13X, to slaughter or butcher, to slaughter as a sacrifice--su,n (pd) o` o;cloj (n-dm-p)} 

Exposition vs. 11-13

1. These verses detail the normal excited response that occurs when people are privy to a miracle.

2. There is little doubt that a good number of people, natives of that area, had been present when God used Paul to heal the man that had been unable to walk.

3. Their immediate response entailed a loud exclamation of their belief that they had experienced a divine visitation.

4. Luke notes that they spoke in the native language of that region, Lycaonian.

5. Paul, no doubt, had been speaking Greek but the dramatic miracle had caused the populace to revert to their more normal language.

6. This fact is noted by Luke for two probable reasons:

a. Paul and Barnabas recognized that it was not the Greek or Latin (the language of the Roman citizens of the colony) that one would normally have expected to hear.

b. The use of the native tongue explains why it took some time for Paul and Barnabas to recognize what was happening.

7. The native population of Anatolia obviously held to the Graeco-Roman mythology as part of their religious beliefs.

8. There were two inscriptions discovered at Sedasa, near Lystra, dated in the 3rd century AD, that identify the Greek gods Zeus and Hermes as the gods worshipped in Lycaonia Galatia.

9. One of the inscriptions records the dedication of a statue of Hermes, along with a sundial, while the other mentions the priests of Zeus.

10. Approximately fifty years earlier, the poet Ovid retold an ancient legend that may have been well known in southern Galatia, and may explain the wild, emotional response that these two men received from the natives.

11. According to the legend, Zeus and Hermes once came to the Phrygian hill country disguised as mortals seeking lodging.

12. Although they asked at one thousand homes, no one took them in.

13. Finally, at a humble cottage of straw and reeds, an elderly couple, Philemon and Baucis, welcomed them with a banquet that they could not really afford because of their limited resources.

14. In appreciation, the gods transformed the cottage into a temple with a golden roof and marble columns.

15. They appointed Philemon and Baucis as priest and priestess of their temple, who, instead of dying, became an oak tree and a linden tree.

16. In retaliation, the two gods destroyed the houses of the inhospitable population.

17. Therefore, when the people of this region saw the healing of the crippled man, knowing the legend, they believed that Zeus and Hermes had returned to their land and they wanted to pay them homage (and possibly avoid the wrath of the gods).

18. Zeus was the chief god of the pantheon, the Latin equivalent of Jupiter; Hermes, the son of Zeus by Maia, was the herald or spokesman for the gods, the Latin equivalent of Mercury.

19. The people make no secret of their belief that the gods have become like men and have come down to us.
20. They identify Barnabas with Zeus, possibly due to his bearing and size, and identify Paul with Hermes, because he was the speaker for the team.

21. Hermes was “beautiful in appearance and eloquent in speech”, the inventor of speech according to legend.  Our word hermeneutics comes from his name.
22. The fact that Paul and Barnabas did not understand the language would have left them a little puzzled as they observed the sudden rush of activity, hearing the excitement of the people and seeing preparations being made for some ceremony.

23. At some point, the priest of Zeus joins the activity, whether for religious or pragmatic reasons, and he begins to pay homage to Paul and Barnabas.

24. The fact that the temple was situated outside the city gates was quite common in the ancient world, and Luke states that such was the case in Lystra.

25. The priest (likely with some help) brings some oxen, decorated with festive garlands or wreaths to the crowd assembled to the city gates to sacrifice them in honor of Paul and Barnabas.

26. If the local populace had failed to recognize a visitation from the gods earlier in their history, they were not about to make the same mistake again.

27. As well shall see, at some point Paul and Barnabas realize that they are the objects of this religious sacrifice and determine to put a stop to it.

28. The final portion of verse 13 makes it plain that the priest of the pagan cult was not alone in his desire to pay homage to these two gods that had appeared in human form.

14:14 But when the apostles, Barnabas and Paul, heard of it, they tore their robes and rushed out into the crowd, crying out  {de, (ch)--o` avpo,stoloj (n-nm-p)--Barnaba/j (n-nm-s)--kai, (cc)--Pau/loj (n-nm-s)--avkou,w (vpaanm-p)--diarrh,gnumi (vpaanm-p) 5X, to tear, break or rip--to.   i`ma,tion (n-an-p)--auvto,j (npgm3p)-evkphda,w (viaa--3p) 1X, to rush or rush out--eivj (pa)--o` o;cloj (n-am-s)--kra,zw (vppanm-p)}

14:15 and saying, "Men, why are you doing these things? We are also men of the same nature as you, and preach the gospel to you in order that you should turn from these vain things to a living God, WHO MADE THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH AND THE SEA, AND ALL THAT IS IN THEM.  {kai, (cc)-- le,gw (vppanm-p)--avnh,r (n-vm-p)--ti,j (abt)--poie,w (vipa--2p)--ou-toj (apdan-p)--evgw, (npn-1p)--eivmi, (vipa--1p)--kai, (ab)--a;nqrwpoj (n-nm-p)--o`moiopaqh,j (a--nm-p) 2X, to be like feeling, to be like in nature--su, (npd-2p)--euvaggeli,zw (vppmnm1p)--su, (npa-2p)--evpistre,fw (vnpa)--avpo, (pg)--ou-toj (a-dgn-p)--o` ma,taioj (ap-gn-p) 6X, that which is empty, vain, futile, useless--evpi, (pa)--qeo,j (n-am-s)--za,w (vppaam-s) adjectival--o[j (aprnm-s)--poie,w (viaa--3s)-- o` ouvrano,j (n-am-s)--kai, (cc)--h` gh/ (n-af-s)--kai, (c)--h` qa,lassa (n-af-s)--kai, (cc)--pa/j (a--an-p)--to. (danp+)--evn (pd)--auvto,j (npdn3p)} 

14:16 "And in the generations gone by He permitted all the nations to go their own ways;  {o[j (aprnm-s)--evn (pd)--h` paroi,comai (vprndf-p) 1X, to go by or pass--genea, (n-df-p)--eva,w (viaa--3s) 11X, to allow or permit--pa/j (a--an-p)--to. e;qnoj (n-an-p)--poreu,omai (vnpn) complementary inf.-- h` o`do,j (n-df-p)--auvto,j (npgn3p)}
14:17 and yet He did not leave Himself without witness, in that He did good and gave you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, satisfying your hearts with food and gladness. "  {kai,toi (ch) 2X, Heb. 4:3 yet or although--ouv (qn)--avfi,hmi (viaa--3s) to leave or leave behind--avma,rturoj (a--am-s) 1X, without a witness or something to testify--auvto,j (npam3s)--avgaqoerge,w (vppanm-s) to do good, to be generous--di,dwmi (vppanm-s)--su, (npd-2p)--u`eto,j (n-am-p) 5X, rain--ouvrano,qen (ab)--kai, (cc)-- kairo,j (n-am-p)--karpofo,roj (a--am-p) 1X, fruit-bearing, fruitful--evmpi,plhmi (vppanm-s) lit. to fill in, to satisfy, enjoy, to satiate--h` kardi,a (n-af-p)--su, (npg-2p)--trofh, (n-gf-s)--kai, (cc)-- euvfrosu,nh (n-gf-s) 2X, to think well, gladness, joy}
14:18 And even saying these things, they with difficulty restrained the crowds from offering sacrifice to them.  {kai, (ch)--le,gw (vppanm-p)--ou-toj (apdan-p)--mo,lij (ab) used of things that are hard to do, difficult, what can barely get done--katapau,w (viaa--3p)  4X, transitive, to cause to rest, to prevent--o` o;cloj (n-am-p)--o` (dgns+)--mh, (qn)--qu,w (vnpag)--auvto,j (npdm3p)}
Exposition vs. 14-18

1. At some point Paul and Barnabas become aware of what all the excitement is about, likely asking and receiving a response in Greek, a language they understood.

2. Their response was immediate and they tore their outer garments in an act of horror and revulsion at what they perceived to be complete blasphemy.

3. The tearing of the outer garments was designed to express that they were disgusted with the attempt to regard men as divine beings.  Matt. 26:65

4. They swiftly rush into the crowd in an attempt to let the people see that they are mere mortals, just as the locals are.

5. They had come to this region to bring the good news about Jesus Christ to the people; instead, they are now treated as gods!

6. The term apostles is used here in its non-technical sense; Paul and Barnabas were apostles, sent out by the Holy Spirit from the church in Antioch.

7. Barnabas is not an apostle in the technical sense of the word.

8. As they rush into the crowd, they were crying out for the people to stop any attempt as worshipping them immediately.

9. Paul does not attempt to reason with these Gentiles as he did with those that were familiar with the Jewish scriptures.

10. There is no reason to believe that these Lystrans knew anything much about Jewish history or about the Jewish scriptures, or that they were influenced much by the higher culture of Athens or Rome.

11. These were peasants, living in a backwoods region, who did not believe much outside of what they experienced and what was passed from generation to generation.

12. This is the second sermon (if it can be called such, based on its brevity) that Paul preaches in Acts, and is by far the briefest of the three.  Acts 13:16-41, 17:22-31

13. He begins by pointing out their folly in attempting to worship mere men, insisting that we are also men of the same nature as you all.
14. The Greek o`moiopaqh,j (homoiopathes) is a compound from the adjective o`moioj (homoios--to be like) and pascw (pascho--to experience), and is used to indicate that these men were affected by similar sensations and feelings, not gods at all.

15. Their purpose in Lystra was not to be exalted and treated as divine beings, they were there to provide good news about the availability and accessibility of God’s plan.

16. Indeed, they are not gods visiting men; they are men visiting men with information about the God.

17. The content of Paul’s comments about God is not drawn from the Jewish bible or from Athenian philosophies, but from nature.

18. He explains to them that they should turn away from their superstitious idolatry and focus their attention on the one and only living God, boldly calling the worship of Zeus and Hermes worthless.

19. The Greek term ma,taioj (mataios) means that which is deceptive and ineffectual, not what it appears to be, that which is without point, futile, useless, worthless, empty, void of true content.

20. It is a perfect term for the worship of false gods, since this activity does nothing to commend one to the true and living God, it merely further leads men into deception and futility.

21. The living God of whom they speak is the one who created all that exists in the physical world, seen and unseen.  Col. 1:16

22. The fact he tells them there is only one God is designed to set the one, true God apart from the multitude of deities they likely believed existed.

23. The fact that this living God created all that exists points to the attributes of eternal life, sovereignty, and omnipotence.

24. These three non-moral attributes do not fully explain God, and later Paul will point out that God is patient, loving, and concerned with His creation, particularly mankind.

25. They inform them that the past has been characterized by willingness on God’s part to overlook the folly of men, particularly those that lacked certain divine revelation.

26. This statement implies that divine revelation is progressive; God did not reveal everything about His plan at one time.

27. This is not a statement that God has not held the nations culpable for their rejection of Him; rather, it is a statement designed to bring them to an understanding of God’s great patience.

28. Further, it is designed to let them know that, along with the revelation they bring about God’s plan for the nations, they now have a heightened level of culpability before God.

29. It is, of course, one thing to be ignorant of what is right and do what is wrong; it is quite another to be cognizant of what is right and to continue doing that which is wrong.

30. If one isolated on verse 16, they might conclude that God excused Gentile sin based on their lack of revelation.  Rom. 1:21ff

31. However, Paul quickly moves on to emphasize that God was not left without witness during the period from the flood to the present, emphasizing the divine revelation that is contained in nature.

32. God revealed himself to the human race by means of the physical creation.  Rom. 1:20; Ps. 19:1-4

33. The argument of Romans is that God’s eternal power and divine nature is evident by what is visible, the argument here is that God’s goodness, patient and love are evidenced by the physical creation.

34. God arranged the seasons and provided the necessary weather patterns so mankind could prosper physically and enjoy life.

35. This witness is provided so men can come to God consciousness and faith in God’s plan, something they could so apart from any exposure to the Old Testament revelation given to the Jews.

36. Therefore, while the Gentile nations have been ignorant of God, their ignorance should not have been so great as it was, since God ordered all things to make men mindful of Him and His claims on their worship.

37. Yet, in spite of the fact that the Gentile world continued to ignore God through their ignorant world view, God continued to do good to them by providing rains from heaven and fruitful seasons.
38. This is the highest form of good; positive benefits rendered toward those that do not deserve them, the epitome of grace.

39. This was probably an intentional point on Paul’s part since Jupiter/Zeus was regarded as the god of the rain and Mercury/Hermes was regarded as the god of merchandise, the dispenser of food.

40. It is not these false gods you worship that provide all the good things you enjoy in life, Paul states, these come from the loving and patient hand of the one, true God.

41. The very life that they enjoyed, the blessings of harvest time, their living grace and capacity for life are all blessings that come from the living God.

42. The relationship between food and gladness, of which Paul speaks, may be an allusion to Psalm 104:14-15.

43. With all the protests by Paul and Barnabas, and with all the information they provided here, they were barely able to get the crowd under control.

44. However, they ultimately succeeded in convincing them that they were not to be the recipients of any worship.

45. As we will see, the misguided excitement of those in Lystra, as well as the popularity of Barnabas and Paul, were short-lived.

46. While we conclude that there was some evangelistic success in Lystra, it does not appear to have been as substantial as it was in other places.  IThess. 1:9-10

14:19 But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and having won over the multitudes, they stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, supposing him to be dead.  {de, (cc)--VIoudai/oj (ap-nm-p)--evpe,rcomai (viaa--3p)  9X, lit. to come upon, in Lk. 11:22 has the sense of hostility, as here--avpo, (pg)--VAntiocei,aj VAntio,ceia (n-gf-s)--kai, (cc)--VIko,nion (n-gn-s)--kai, (cc)--pei,qw (vpaanm-p) to persuade or convince--o` o;cloj (n-am-p)--kai, (ch)--liqa,zw (vpaanm-p) having stoned--o` Pau/loj (n-am-s)--su,rw (viia--3p)  5X, to drag something--e;xw (pg)--h` po,lij (n-gf-s)--nomi,zw (vppanm-p)  to think, suppose or assume--auvto,j (npam3s) gen. ref.--qnh,|skw (vnra) indirect discourse}

14:20 But while the disciples stood around him, he arose and entered the city. And the next day he went away with Barnabas to Derbe.  {de, (ch)--o` maqhth,j (n-gm-p)--kuklo,w (vpaagm-p) 4X, to surround or gather around--auvto,j (npam3s)--avni,sthmi (vpaanm-s)--eivse,rcomai (viaa--3s)--eivj (pa)--h` po,lij (n-af-s)—

kai, (cc)--h` (ddfs+)  evpau,rion (ab) 9X, on the next day--evxe,rcomai (viaa--3s)--su,n (pd) o` Barnaba/j (n-dm-s)--eivj (pa)--De,rbh (n-af-s)}

14:21 And after they had preached the gospel to that city and had made many disciples, they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch,  {te, (cc+)--euvaggeli,zw (vpamnm-p)--h` po,lij (n-af-s)-- evkei/noj (a-daf-s)--kai, (cc)--maqhteu,w (vpaanm-p) actively, to make a disciple, passively, to be a disciple, student or learner--i`kano,j (ap-am-p)--u`postre,fw (viaa--3p)--eivj (pa)--h` Lu,stra (n-af-s)--kai, (cc)--eivj (pa)--VIko,nion (n-an-s)--kai, (cc)--eivj (pa)--VAntio,ceia (n-af-s)} 

14:22 strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying, "Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God."  {evpisthri,zw (vppanm-p) 4X  to cause someone to become stronger in the sense of more firm and unchanging in attitude or belief, to be less willing to compromise or throw in the towel--h` yuch, (n-af-p)--o` maqhth,j (n-gm-p)--parakale,w (vppanm-p) exhorting or encouraging, instrumental, by encouraging--evmme,nw (vnpa)  4X, lit. to abide or remain in, to remain faithful to--h` pi,stij (n-df-s)--kai, (cc)--o[ti (cc) indir. disc. continuation of parakaleo--dia, (pg)--polu,j (a--gf-p)--qli/yij (n-gf-p)  pressures, trouble, difficulties--dei/ (vipa--3s)-- evgw, (npa-1p) gen. ref.--eivse,rcomai (vnaa)--eivj (pa)--h` basilei,a (n-af-s)--o` qeo,j (n-gm-s)}
Exposition vs. 19-22

1. In a surprising turn of events, the two men who were so recently celebrated as divine emissaries become the object of persecution by the local populace.

2. The same Jews that had rejected Paul’s message in Antioch and Iconium appear to done what was necessary to find out where Paul and Barnabas were headed.

3. While there is no Jewish population mentioned in the text, it makes sense to assume that there were some Jews in Lystra, although there may not have been a sufficient number to support a synagogue.

4. These would likely be the first targets of the trouble-makers and, having convinced them that Paul and Barnabas were dangerous, they were able to gain a hearing among the people.

5. No doubt there attack focused on the fact that these two men had recently been in their cities and were run out of town as undesirables.

6. If all this was true, then the residents of Lystra would have been easily convinced that they did not want these men in their area.

7. The residents had come to the harsh realization that these men were not gods at all but, in the opinion of the Jewish visitors, merely imposters.

8. Their attitude of jubilation and worship quickly changed to one of disdain.

9. There is no reference to the city officials being involved in any attacks, as there had been in Antioch, and the natural conclusion is that the physical attack on Paul was engineered and accomplished by the Jews.

10. They physically accost Paul and stone him within the confines of the city and, having assumed that their job was complete and that he was dead, dragged him outside the city as so much rubbish.

11. Luke never comments on whether or not Paul actually died, only saying that they supposed or assumed he was dead.
12. It is clear that Paul and Barnabas had enjoyed some success in their evangelistic endeavors, since it states that the disciples gathered around him.
13. Normally, the term gathered around has the connotation of hostile intentions, but not in this case.  Lk. 21:20; Jn. 10:24; Heb. 11:30

14. It is assumed by some interpreters that these people attended to Paul with medical care, but we are not told how he revived.

15. The lack of information in the text almost suggests that he was dead and that God resuscitated him after his persecutors had departed.

16. The Jews who had come from the other cities had traveled some distance as they dogged the footsteps of Paul, Antioch being over one hundred miles away from Lystra.

17. They had to feel very good about finally catching up to Paul and even better when they believed they had succeeded in killing him.

18. The local residents, who had come so close to worshipping two renegade Jewish preachers as gods, had to feel pretty good about themselves as well.

19. In another surprising turn of events, Paul arises and immediately heads right back into the city!

20. Some have suggested that once the punishment had been admininstered by the kangaroo court, that Paul would not be bothered again if he left the city immediately.

21. This is precisely what Paul and Barnabas do, departing the next day for Derbe, situated in the southeastern part of the province of Galatia, located about 60 miles southeast of Lystra.

22. There can be little doubt about the veracity of this story since Paul alludes to it in IICor. 11:25.

23. Some have suggested that the stoning left permanent scars, something that is not hard to believe, and that Paul refers to this event when he writes to the Galatians some 6 months in the future.  Gal. 6:17

24. Luke is very brief as he describes the ministry in Derbe, noting only that they were quite successful, reaping a large amount of positive volition.

25. There is no mention of the Jews causing any trouble in Derbe, suggesting that they thought they had accomplished their goal and that Paul would cause them no further trouble.

26. Having reached the eastern end of the province, Paul does continue across the mountains to the region of Cilicia, no doubt having done a good deal of work there between the time he had left Jerusalem and the time he had been called to Antioch.

27. Paul now does something that is quite important; he returns to the various cities in which he had established churches including Lystra, Iconium and Antioch.

28. Ramsay in his work St. Paul the Traveller suggests that the reason they were able to return to these cities after being forced to leave is accounted for by an annual change in the city leadership.

29. Even if this was the case, it took an incredible amount of courage to return to places where he had been stoned and left for dead, or run out of town.

30. Their purpose in returning was to strengthen the new believers, who could have lost some confidence when their right apostle was treated as a common criminal.

31. Paul wanted to instill in these new churches the proper mental attitude toughness that would be necessary if they were to continue their spiritual advance in the Devil’s world.

32. This is accomplished through a system of face-to-face teaching of the principles of doctrine, coupled with the appropriate exhortations to fight the good fight.

33. It is clear that one of the primary reasons people peel off from the truth is due to persecutions, pressures for which they may not be prepared.  Matt. 13:20-21

34. Paul encouraged them to continue to be faithful to the teaching they had been provided, not taking the easy way out, compromising with those around them, or caving in to the pressures they faced in their niche.

35. He explained what all believers need to know; suffering is a regular feature of the angelic conflict and no one is immune from it.

36. The term tribulations is the Greek word that means pressure, that which causes one to feel confined, trapped, etc.

37. Testing in the Christian way of life is something common to all believers and there is a time and place for talking about the pressures you face with other believers.

38. God has not destined us to be islands to ourselves, stoically bearing the pressures of life apart from the concern, comfort and encouragement that other believers can provide.

39. The cosmos provides nothing in terms of comfort for the believer who is struggling with the pressures of the angelic conflict.

40. During times of trouble, the believer needs the comfort of the scriptures, the encouragement of other believers, and the inner strength and peace that comes from prayer.  Phil. 4:6-7

41. The concept of entering the kingdom of God does not refer to a Ph1 entrance (which is accomplished by faith and is a completed reality) rather, it refers to our ultimate entrance into the eternal kingdom at physical death or the rapture.

42. The Ph2 of the positive believer is characterized by various forms of suffering that will not be eliminated until such time as we exit the cosmos and obtain our resurrection bodies.

43. The believer must have the inner resolve to continue fight the good fight, endure whatever sufferings come his way, maintain his focus on the doctrine, and refuse to compromise with the cosmos until such time as God delivers him into His glorious kingdom.

44. This requires that we set our mind on things above, fixing our hope fully on the grace to be brought to us at the revelation of Jesus Christ, knowing that the testing of our faith may result in praise and glory and honor.  Col. 3:1; IPet. 1:13, 1:7

14:23 And when they had selected elders for them in every church, having prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord in whom they had believed.  {de. (cc)--ceirotone,w (vpaanm-p) 2X, to choose or select by hand, possibly by a vote of hands, or raising the hand--presbu,teroj (ap-am-p)--auvto,j (npdm3p)--kata, (pa)--evkklhsi,a (n-af-s) according to a church, in each church--proseu,comai (vpadnm-p) having prayed with fasting, describes the method by which they made these important decisions--meta, (pg)  nhstei,a (n-gf-p)—

parati,qhmi (viam--3p)  lit. to place alongside, in middle to commit or entrust--auvto,j (npam3p)--o` ku,rioj (n-dm-s)--eivj (pa)--o[j (apram-s)--pisteu,w (vila--3p)}

14:24 And they passed through Pisidia and came into Pamphylia.  {kai, (cc)--die,rcomai (vpaanm-p) to travel through--h` Pisidi,a (n-af-s)--e;rcomai (viaa--3p)--eivj (pa)--h` Pamfuli,a (n-af-s)}

14:25 And when they had spoken the word in Perga, they went down to Attalia.  {kai, (cc)--lale,w (vpaanm-p)--o` lo,goj (n-am-s)--evn (pd)--Pe,rgh (n-df-s)--katabai,nw (viaa--3p) they went down, to the coast--eivj (pa)--VAtta,leia (n-af-s)}
Exposition vs. 23-25

1. Along with the doctrine they provided these new believers, Paul and Barnabas recognized that these new churches would have to have some organization in order to continue in an orderly fashion.

2. While it has not been explicitly stated in chapter 13 or 14, the evangelistic work has resulted in a sufficient number of conversions to produce churches in these areas.

3. Out of this group of new converts, likely predominately Gentiles, Paul and Barnabas determined to select certain ones among them for positions of leadership.

4. The term appointed is used only two times in the New Testament and means literally to stretch out the hand, to lift the hand for the purpose of providing a vote.

5. It appears that the leadership of the new local churches was established by some congregational vote, with Paul and Barnabas confirming their selections by ordaining the newly selected leaders.

6. One would assume that the leaders were picked by the congregations based on some quality or qualities that had been observed among these men.

7. While it is not directly stated, there is no indication that the leaders were not all male, something in harmony with Paul’s stated beliefs and actions.  ICor. 14:34; IITim. 2:11ff; 

8. This begins what we know of early church organization, a loose band of leaders that presided over the church and its function.

9. It is likely that some among these leaders were placed there due to an ability and willingness to teach the church.

10. The leaders were very likely those that manifested some ability(s) that one would expect of spiritual leaders; ability to teach/prophesy, exhort, or administrate.

11. There can be little doubt that the men that were selected also manifested some degree of positive volition (at least at that point) that was superior to what the average person demonstrated.

12. The qualities that were required of the original deacons in Acts 6 would be the sorts of things one would expect to find in these new leaders.

13. This leadership was ordained by Paul and Barnabas in a serious ceremony that was characterized by prayer and fasting.

14. This is designed to demonstrate the serious nature of this process and the importance that Paul placed on it as he recognized the work of the Holy Spirit in this entire process.

15. Interestingly enough, this is the only place in the New Testament that the term fasting is used for the appointment of church leaders, although it was used in Acts 13:2-3 about the appointment of Saul and Barnabas.

16. Fasting was a regular part of Jewish culture and was something that people engaged in when they wanted to express a real intensity or concentration about some important issue.

17. There are no New Testament commands to fast, although our freedom in Christ does not prohibit such activity.

18. The verb for fasting is not used in the epistles and the noun is only used five times, and never in any imperatival construction.

19. At some point, Paul recognized that they must be moving on to the next destination and they were compelled to commit these new believers and their recently elected leadership to the Lord.

20. They recognized that they could not be in every place at all times and so, had to faith-rest these new congregations to God’s care.

21. It was not that Paul did not recognize the pressure they would be under (verse 22) but in reality, there was nothing more he could do.

22. These churches were constantly on Paul’s mind and he spent a great deal of time praying for them.  Rom. 1:8; ICor. 1:4; Eph. 1:15-16; Phil. 1:3-4; Col. 1:3; IThess. 1:2; IITim. 1:3; Philemon 4

23. Unfortunately, these very churches will be some of the first to defect from the faith, succumbing to the Judaizing forces that spread their errors in Galatia.  Gal. 1:6

24. The term elders was a term of Jewish origin, suggesting that these new churches were modeled after the synagogues in terms of organization and worship.

25. This term corresponds with the term overseer, used five times in the New Testament.  Acts 20:28; Phil. 1:1; ITim. 3:2; Tit. 1:7; IPet. 2:25

26. This ruling group of elders was responsible for the content of the teaching and the direction that each local church took.

27. They were responsible to evaluate the content of travelling prophets (and other communicators) and were to oversee the day to day operation of that particular church they served.  Acts 20:28; ICor. 14:29

28. Out of this temporary situation would arise the final form of church leadership for the bulk of the Church age; one pastor-teacher to deal with the spiritual life of the church and one or more deacons to deal with the physical aspects of the church.  ITim. 3:1,8

29. These new believers must recognize that they are not going to be associated with the synagogues any longer and must have a separate organization of their own.

30. The use of the plural elders indicates that each local church in each city had its own board or college of elders.  Acts 20:28; Phil. 1:1

31. The term commended, when used in the middle voice, as here, has the nuance of giving something to someone in trust for safekeeping.

32. They continue retracing the route of their trip into these regions, returning through Pisidia (no doubt stopping at Antioch) and travelling to the province of Pamphylia.

33. They engage in some evangelism at Perga, which they apparently did not do on their initial visit there (Acts 13:13-14) due to Paul’s illness.

34. They travel down to the coast to the city of Attalia, and departed by ship for their return to Antioch of Syria.

14:26 and from there they sailed to Antioch, from which they had been commended to the grace of God for the work that they had accomplished.  {kavkei/qen (cc&ab) and from there--avpople,w (viaa--3p) 4X, only in Acts, to sail or set sail--eivj (pa)--VAntio,ceia (n-af-s)--o[qen (abr) 15X, of place, from what place or from where--eivmi, (viia--3p+)--paradi,dwmi (+vprpnm-p) periphrastic they were having been committed--h` ca,rij (n-df-s)--o` qeo,j (n-gm-s)--eivj (pa)--to. e;rgon (n-an-s)--o[j (apran-s)-- plhro,w (viaa--3p)}

14:27 And when they had arrived and gathered the church together, they  began to report all things that God had done with them and how He had opened a door of faith to the Gentiles.  {de, (cc)--paragi,nomai (vpadnm-p) having become alongside, having arrived--kai, (cc)--suna,gw (vpaanm-p)--to call together, to assemble--h` evkklhsi,a (n-af-s)--avnagge,llw (viia--3p) to bring back news, to report --o[soj (-apran-p) of number, as many as, of space, as big as or great as--o` qeo,j (n-nm-s)--poie,w (viaa--3s)--meta, (pg)--auvto,j (npgm3p)--kai, (cc)--o[ti (cc) translated how, but is really introducing indir. disc.--avnoi,gw (viaa--3s)--qu,ra (n-af-s)--pi,stij (n-gf-s)--to. e;qnoj (n-dn-p)}

14:28 And they spent a long time with the disciples.  {de, (cc)--diatri,bw (viia--3p)--cro,noj (n-am-s) --ouv (qn)--ovli,goj (a--am-s)--su,n (pd)--o` maqhth,j (n-dm-p)}
Exposition vs. 26-28

2. Having arrived at the port city of Attalia, Paul and Barnabas take a ship to the mouth of the Orontes and return to Syrian Antioch.

3. They return some eighteen months from the time they first departed, the entire journey lasting from Spring, 48 AD until Fall, 49 AD.

4. The explanation by Luke that this was the place where God first commissioned them for the work they had so recently accomplished.

5. It is clear that the grace of God had been with them and they were returning as victorious men who had fulfilled the work of God to which they had been called.

6. The local church in Antioch had done exactly what they were supposed to do ordaining Saul and Barnabas for the particular ministry to which the Holy Spirit called them.

7. The church prayed over them with fasting and then committed them to the grace of God, recognizing that God would be with them and provide all they needed in order to complete the work to which He was calling them.

8. This is a sound principle of doctrine: God will provide in grace all that is necessary to accomplish the objective, if He has commissioned someone to a particular endeavor.

9. This is a source of comfort to the adjusted Christian worker as he recognizes that God will meet every need as it arises in the course of fulfilling the will of God in his niche.

10. Paul and Barnabas had seen God meet each and every need they had, protecting them from the hostile forces that would have killed them if possible, providing their living grace and protection as they traveled throughout Asia Minor.

11. Further, they had an amazing story to related about how the Gentiles responded to the grace of God apart from any prior Jewish associations.

12. Paul and Barnabas are quite excited about the results they witnessed on this trip and desired to have the local church there assembled to relate the story to them

13. There was probably no trouble in getting the church to assemble once they heard that Paul and Barnabas had returned.

14. No doubt they wanted to know exactly what the work was to which the Holy Spirit had called these men.

15. Their report consisted of an explanation of all the things God had done for and through them as they traveled and how the Gentiles had responded to the message of the gospel.

16. They recognized that God had provided grace toward the Gentiles and had opened a door of faith, the term door used metaphorically to denote an entrance into God’s plan.

17. That Gentiles were acceptable to God, on an equal footing with Jews, and able to access the blessing of God via faith may have been understood by some people.

18. However, there certainly were people that did not believe this and would question this principle, eventually bringing this issue to a head in the Jerusalem council.  Acts 15

19. In fact, the very churches that Paul founded in Galatia quickly became the objects of the vicious attacks of the Judaizers.  Gal. 1:6

20. Paul and Barnabas remained in Antioch from the time of their return in the Fall of 49 AD until the Jerusalem conference in the Spring of 51 AD, a period of some eighteen months, engaging in an extensive and rigorous teaching ministry.

21. It is intriguing to note that there was no attempt to make any report to the church in Jerusalem about the success of this ministry.

22. With a direct command from the Holy Spirit and with the obvious manner in which He had blessed this endeavor, the church in Antioch did not need the approval of the church in Jerusalem to fulfill the will of God.

23. In fact, this church became the recognized center of the literal-historical method of interpretation, resisting the letterism of the Jews and the allegorism of the Alexandrian school.

24. It boasted such names as Lucian, Diodorus, Theodore of Mopsuestia and John Chrysostom, men who are still recognized as sound exegetes.

25. The end result of their adherence to sound exegetical and interpretative principles was some of the finest exegetical literature of ancient times.

26. As one man observes, “This school had a remarkable influence into the Middle Ages and became the pillar of the Reformation, and finally became the principal exegetical method of the Christian Church”
1. Acts 14

2

