
chapter eighteen

18:1 After these things he left Athens and went to Corinth.  {meta, (pa)--ou-toj (apdan-p)--cwri,zw (vpapnm-s) lit. to be separated from, to depart from a place--evk (pg)--h` VAqh/nai (n-gf-p)-- e;rcomai (viaa--3s)--eivj (pa)--Ko,rinqoj (n-af-s)}

18:2 And he found a certain Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, having recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had commanded all the Jews to leave Rome. He came to them,  {kai, (cc)--eu`ri,skw (vpaanm-s) having found--ti.j (a-iam-s)-VIoudai/oj (ap-am-s)--o;noma (n-dn-s)--VAku,laj (n-am-s)--Pontiko,j (a--am-s) a Pontian, a province in Asia Minor--to, ge,noj (n-dn-s)-- prosfa,twj (ab) in the near past, recently--e;rcomai (vpraam-s)--avpo, (pg)--h` VItali,a (n-gf-s)--kai, (cc)--Pri,ska (n-af-s)--gunh, (n-af-s)--auvto,j (npgm3s)--dia, (pa) on account of, because of--to. (dans+)--diata,ssw (vnraa)  to arrange, to command--Klau,dioj (n-am-s) gen. ref.--pa/j (a--am-p)--o` VIoudai/oj (ap-am-p)--cwri,zw (vnpp) to depart or leave--avpo, (pg)--h` ~Rw,mh (n-gf-s)--prose,rcomai (viaa--3s)--auvto,j (npdm3p)}
18:3 and because he was of the same trade, he stayed with them and they were working; for by trade they were tent-makers.  {kai, (cc)--dia, (pa)--to. eivmi, (vnpaa)--o`mo,tecnoj (a--am-s) 1X, to have the same trade or craft--me,nw (viia--3s)--para, (pd)--auvto,j (npdm3p)--kai, (cc)--evrga,zomai (viin--3s)--ga,r (cs)--eivmi, (viia--3p)--skhnopoio,j (n-nm-p)  1X, a tent-maker--h` te,cnh (n-df-s) 3X, trade, craft}

18:4 And he was reasoning in the synagogue every Sabbath and trying to persuade Jews and Greeks.  {de, (cc)--diale,gomai (viin--3s) a reasoned discussion--evn (pd)--h` sunagwgh, (n-df-s)--kata, (pa)--pa/j (a--an-s)--sa,bbaton (n-an-s)--pei,qw (viia--3s) to convince or persuade, to seek to win over--te, (cc)--VIoudai/oj (ap-am-p)--kai, (cc)--{Ellhn (n-am-p)}

Exposition vs. 1-4

1. After his encounter with the Athenian philosophers Paul did not accept their invitation to be heard again concerning his beliefs.

2. The Socratic philosophy stressed the importance of knowing, which was dwelt on almost exclusively, while the Platonic dialogues espoused the dictum the virtue is knowledge and vice is ignorance.

3. The problem with people and non-biblical worldviews is that, like the Greek philosophers, they are never clear about the relation of volition and character to what they know.
4. The Greek would never admit that simply because a man knows something does not mean that his knowledge is translated into action.

5. Further, most do not acknowledge the principle that one may refuse to know even when knowledge is within his grasp, and the refusal to know the truth that is presented has a permanent deteriorating influence on one’s character.

6. Paul, having confronted the “greatest thinkers of his time”, was thoroughly convinced that his attempts to explain the gospel to these “great minds” had yielded nothing but scorn and contempt for the truth.

7. He departs Athens, rejecting their invitation to speak to them again, convinced that they had heard enough to be saved; further arguments would not convert them.

8. It would appear that Paul was somewhat disillusioned by his experience in Athens and, although he had done what he believed to be right by presenting the doctrine in a form suited to their thinking, he determined no longer to speak of the truth in the philosophic style and determined to know nothing…except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.  ICor. 2:3

9. From Athens, Paul moves to Corinth some forty miles west of Athens, one of the greatest commercial centers of its day, situated on a sea route and having two harbors; this city was the rival of Athens.

10. This city was one of the most strategically located in the entire ancient world.

11. It was situated on a plateau overlooking the Isthmus of Corinth about two miles from the Gulf.

12. It lay at the foot of Acrocorinth; an acropolis that rose precipitously to 1886 feet, and was so easily defended in ancient times that it was called one of the fetters of Greece.
13. While it had a long and illustrious history, it was conquered by Philip of Macedon in 338 BC and he made the city the center of his Hellenic League.

14. During the Hellenistic period, Corinth was a center of industry, trade and commercialized pleasure.

15. In 196 BC Rome conquered Greece and declared Corinth a free city, but in 146 BC the Romans were forced to curb the great influence of Corinth and it was destroyed.

16. It lay in ruins for precisely 100 years and in 46 BC Julius Caesar decreed that it be rebuilt, founding a Roman colony on the site that later became the capital of the province of Achaia.

17. The city was a favorite of Roman government officials and businessmen and Nero displayed his prowess at the Isthmus games and, in a moment of exuberance, declared Corinth to be free city.

18. The Isthmian games were held there in honor of Poseidon every two years and were one of the four festivals that were celebrated by all Greece: the Olympian, Pythian and Nemean were the others.

19. During Roman times, the city was notorious as a place of wealth and indulgence: to act the Corinthian was a synonym for fornication, to live as a Corinthian meant to live in luxury and immorality.

20. Because of its cosmopolitan character and the fact that the temple of Aphrodite on the Acrocorinth was unique in all Greece, it was the meeting place of many nationalities and offered all of the attendant vices.

21. The priestesses of Aphrodite (e`irodouloi—heirodouloi, sacred slaves) were more than a thousand in number and served the goddess by engaging in religious prostitution.

22. Aphrodite, the Roman goddess Venus, the goddess of love and beauty, had worship that was cleverly designed to excite lust and gave the city its reputation for a place of debauchery.

23. The city was notorious for sexual vice that was remarkable even for antiquity!

24. Paul states in his letter to the Corinthians that his coming to them was in weakness and in fear and in much trembling.  ICor. 2:3

25. Paul had been beaten and run out of Philippi, he had been forced out of Thessalonica, he had been poorly received and ridiculed in Athens, and was very likely wondering about the wisdom of coming to Macedonia in the first place.

26. His ministry was not going well, and he was sick with anxiety over the state of the Thessalonian converts whom he had left with the threat of persecution hanging over them.

27. He had been rejoined in Athens by Timothy and Silas, but was so concerned about these people that he immediately sent Timothy immediately back to Thessalonica to check on them.  IThess. 3:1-5

28. Beyond all this is the physical state he must have been in after the beating at Philippi and the ongoing problems he suffered with his eyes.

29. Paul was afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not despairing; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed.  IICor. 4:8-9

30. If anyone ever wanted to quit and ever questioned the wisdom of God, Paul would have done so now.

31. In Corinth, Paul finds two Jews: Aquila, a man of Pontus and his wife, Priscilla.

32. Some have suggested that Paul looked for Jews that either had believed in Jesus Christ or were looking for the coming of messiah and provided the truth they needed to obtain salvation.

33. Others have suggested that their meeting was accidental (from the human perspective) and occurred when he asked someone where he could find a tentmaker or leather worker so he could get a job.

34. In any case, he encountered this Jewish, Christian couple and apparently began working in their shop to support himself.

35. The importance of this meeting and subsequent relationship is not to be underestimated; it was a long-lasting one that would play a vital role in Paul’s life, in the proclamation of the gospel, and in the life of the church they would establish in their home.  Rom. 16:3-5

36. This is a perfect example of God’s providence, as He arranges the key events in the life of the positive believer who trusts in Him and does not resort to human viewpoint solutions to the difficulties of life.

37. In verse two Luke references a bit of Imperial history as he acknowledges the edict of Claudius expelling the Jews from Rome.

38. In the second half of his reign, Claudius established a policy of reviving the old Roman religion and suppressing foreign religions, including the Jewish, causing Jewish rebellions.

39. The Roman historians Suetonius and Orosius agree perfectly with what Luke records here.

40. Suetonius says that the expulsion was caused by a series of disturbances “due to the action of Chrestus”; and in all probability this Chrestus must be interpreted as the “leader of the Chrestians”.

41. While none of the historians give any clue as to the date, Orosius says that it occurred in the ninth year of the reign of Claudius, placing the edict toward the end of 50 AD.

42. Dio Cassius states that it was found so difficult to enforce this command that it was actually unworkable in practice due to the large number of Jews coming and going from Rome at all times.

43. However, it is quite probable that some Jews obeyed it, especially when it was first announced, and among them was Aquila, who left Rome and arrived in Corinth about a year before Paul arrived in March, 52 AD.

44. Paul was, like these two, a tentmaker by trade, a trade that was closely connected with the principal product of Paul’s native province, cilicium, a cloth of goat’s hair, used for cloaks, curtains and tents.

45. In Judaism, it was not considered proper for a scribe or rabbi to receive payment for his teaching, so many of them practiced a trade in addition to their study and teaching of the law.

46. According to Jewish custom, Paul learned a trade before entering his preparation as a rabbi; he trade he acquired was the making of tents from goatshair cloth, a trade that was one of the most common in Tarsus.

47. His practice of being self-sufficient in Corinth is consistent with what he practiced and taught in other places.  Acts 20:32-35; IThess. 2:9-12; IIThess. 3:7-11

48. Any believer that looks down on certain jobs, thinking he could only work at some chosen profession, and does not support himself, doing whatever is necessary in the way of honorable work, is at odds with the divine viewpoint.

49. Believers should recognize that their plans for their life may have to take a backseat to the will of God.

50. Thus, Paul was able to reside with Priscilla and Aquila, enjoy fellowship, and support himself through the week, while proclaiming the gospel every Sabbath in the synagogue.

51. Paul used the synagogue to argue the Christian case met with some limited success that formed the nucleus of the Corinthian church.  Vs. 7-8

18:5 But when Silas and Timothy came down from Macedonia, Paul began devoting himself completely to the word, solemnly testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ.  {de, (cc)--w`j (cs)--te, (cc+)--o` Sila/j (n-nm-s)--kai, (cc)--o` Timo,qeoj (n-nm-s) kate,rcomai (viaa--3p)--avpo, (pg)--h` Makedoni,a (n-gf-s)--o` Pau/loj (n-nm-s)--sune,cw (viip--3s) lit. to have with, used in a number of ways, to stop or close up the ears, Acts 7:57, to be gripp by, or seized with fear, Lk. 8:37, here to be absorbed in something, to be devoted to something--o` lo,goj (n-dm-s)--diamartu,romai (vppnnm-s)  to solemnly witness, to testify dogmatically--o` VIoudai/oj (ap-dm-p)--VIhsou/j (n-am-s)--eivmi, (vnpa)--o` Cristo,j (n-am-s)}

18:6 And when they resisted and blasphemed, he shook out his garments and said to them, "Your blood be upon your own heads! I am clean. From now on I shall go to the Gentiles."  {de, (ch)--avntita,ssw (vppmgm-p) 5X, military term, to array against, to oppose someone, involving not only a psychological attitude but also a cooresponding behavior--auvto,j (npgm3p) genitive absolute--kai, (cc)--blasfhme,w (vppagm-p) to revile or speak against, to defame or slander--evktina,ssw (vpamnm-s) 4X, to shake off, symbolic action to denote separation and disassociation from someone--to. i`ma,tion (n-an-p)--ei=pon (viaa--3s)--pro,j (pa)--auvto,j (npam3p)--to. ai-ma (n-nn-s)--su, (npg-2p)--evpi, (pa)--h` kefalh, (n-af-s)--su, (npg-2p)--evgw, (npn-1s)--kaqaro,j (a--nm-s)—

avpo, (pg)--o` (dgms+)--nu/n (ab) lit. from the now, 8X, from this time, from now on--poreu,omai (vifd--1s)--eivj (pa)--to. e;qnoj (n-an-p)}

18:7 And he departed from there and went to the house of a certain man named Titius Justus, a worshiper of God, whose house was next to the synagogue.  {kai, (ch)--metabai,nw (vpaanm-s) to go from one place to another--evkei/qen (ab) from there--eivse,rcomai (viaa--3s)--eivj (pa)--oivki,a (n-af-s)--ti.j (a-igm-s) a certain man--o;noma (n-dn-s)--Ti,tioj (n-gm-s)--VIou/stoj (n-gm-s)--se,bw (vppmgm-s)--o` qeo,j (n-am-s)--o[j (aprgm-s)--h` oivki,a (n-nf-s)--eivmi, (viia--3s+)--sunomore,w (+vppanf-s) 1X, to border on something, to be next to something--h` sunagwgh, (n-df-s)}

18:8 And Crispus, the leader of the synagogue, believed in the Lord with all his household, and many of the Corinthians when they heard were believing and being baptized.  {de, (cc)--Kri,spoj (n-nm-s)--o` avrcisuna,gwgoj (n-nm-s) 9X, the chief or head of the synagogue--pisteu,w (viaa--3s)--o` ku,rioj (n-dm-s)--su,n (pd)--o[loj (a--dm-s) all, the entire--o` oi=koj (n-dm-s)--auvto,j (npgm3s)--kai, (cc)--polu,j (ap-nm-p)--o` Kori,nqioj (n-gm-p)--avkou,w (vppanm-p) once they heard the gospel--pisteu,w (viia--3p)--kai, (cc)--bapti,zw (viip--3p)}

Exposition vs. 5-8

1. When Paul had entered Corinth, it appears that he had exhausted his funds.  Phil. 4:16

2. This would have only added to the pressures he felt about his apparent lack of success in Athens and his intense concern for his new Thessalonian converts.  IThess. 2:17-18, 3:1ff

3. Paul was forced to work on a daily basis and joined the tent-making business of Aquila and Priscilla.

4. In a proud and opulent city, the pride of the Achaian province, this was undoubtedly another reason for discouragement.

5. From the calm and matter-of-fact way in which Luke writes we might imagine that none of these things affected the feelings of Paul, or that he was callous to the influence of such circumstances.

6. However, Paul’s own writings reveal that this was a period of keen distress and, had it not been for his confidence in the power of the truth, he would have probably given up.  ICor. 2:3; IICor. 11:9; IThess. 2:2,9,17, 3:1,5

7. In spite of his own mental state and the necessity of working on a daily basis, Paul spent his Saturdays proclaiming the gospel in the local synagogue.

8. It was now that Paul received some very good news that lifted his spirits and allowed him to devote himself full-time to the ministry he thought so important.

9. He had left Silas and Timothy in Berea when the Jews began creating a disturbance in that city.  Acts 17:13-14

10. He went to Athens, where these two men rejoined him as quickly as they could.  Acts 17:16; IThess. 3:1ff

11. Timothy departed and returned to Thessalonica, leaving Paul and Silas alone in Athens.  IThess. 3:1ff

12. Once Timothy had left for Thessalonica, Paul sent Silas back into Macedonia, possibly to Philippi or Berea.

13. In Corinth, both men rejoin Paul, bringing a monetary gift, possibly from the Philippian church or possibly from the church in Berea or Thessalonica.  IICor. 11:8-9

14. Paul rightly observed the principle that evangelists/missionaries should not make money an issue when attempting to introduce the gospel into a new region.

15. It is not the responsibility of those being evangelized to subsidize the messenger of the gospel of Christ.

16. It is the responsibility of every member of the Royal family to do what they can financially to ensure that the teacher of doctrine does not have to work to support himself; thus, allowing the teacher to devote his full time and attention to the ministry of the word.  Acts 6:4

17. Believers that do not make this their number one financial priority are out of step with the lifestyle that the Word of God sets forth.  ICor. 9:7-14; Gal. 6:6

18. If the communicator has to sacrifice himself and work a job or two in order to provide Bible doctrine, each and every believer should be willing to sacrifice financially in order to alleviate what needs they can.

19. Sacrificial giving is just one of the applications that demands foresight, self-discipline, and consistency.

20. Believers should not be content to have a lifestyle that provides the highest and the best for themselves, leaving the pastor-teacher to get by on what they choose to give.

21. They should prayerfully consider the issues, evaluate their budget, set giving as the number one priority and forego whatever they must to excel in this area.

22. As believers living in the last days, during the rapture generation, we must consider that anything we lay up on earth, details, retirement funds, life insurance policies, savings accounts, CDs, etc. will all be lost at the rapture.

23. This is not to say that the believer is to be fiscally irresponsible and take all their money and give it to the church; it is to say that any money that could produce SG3 will not do so in the bank.

24. There are many reasons for the believer to excel in this area including:

a. The promises of God to take care of us at all times.  Matt. 6:25-33

b. The promises of temporal reward from God.  Lk. 6:38; IICor. 9:6

c. This function glorifies God.  IICor. 9:7,12-13

d. The promise of eternal reward.  Phil. 4:17

e. It is commanded.  IICor. 8:7; Gal. 6:6

f. The example of Jesus Christ.  IICor. 8:9

g. It results in thanksgiving, further glorifying God.  IICor. 9:11,13

25. The communicator must adopt the mentality and policy that Paul followed and be willing to do what is necessary to communicate the Word of God to believers, even in adverse circumstances.  

26. It is unfortunate that Paul had to be in such mental turmoil and distress, financially pressed, and forced to work when other believers could had made some sacrifices that would have been a huge help to him.  IICor. 11:8-9

27. The churches in Macedonia considered this very issue and provided a financial gift that must have lifted his spirits immeasurably and allowed him to devote himself to the proclamation of the truth for some one and a half years.

28. Beyond that, Timothy returns from Thessalonica with great news that the Thessalonians were hanging in there under their testing and that they loved and missed Paul just as he loved and missed them.  IThess. 3:6

29. These two events provided a great boost to Paul’s spirits and great comfort in the midst of his personal testing.  IThess. 3:7-9

30. It was at this time that the first epistle to the Thessalonians was written. 

31. This good news about the positive volition in Thessalonica also increased Paul’s desire to proclaim the gospel, recognizing that it is the power of God for salvation.  Rom. 1:16

32. As Paul was freed from providing his own living grace, he spends his days around the synagogue, dogmatically asserting that Jesus of Nazareth was the promised messiah and exhorting them to believe in Him.

33. He received the typical response of Jewish negative volition to all the proofs of the fact that Jesus was the promised messiah and the only way to a relationship with God.

34. Their resistance is described by the military term avntita,ssw (antitasso) and means to set in array against someone, to draw up battle lines, to express open and hostile opposition.

35. Their opposition caused them to engage in open verbal assaults on Paul, insulting him and slandering his reputation.

36. At this point, it became clear that he could no longer help them and continued appearances and teaching would only be to cast pearls before swine.  Matt. 7:6

37. This realization caused Paul to make a spectacular gesture that was designed to demonstrate God’s attitude toward those negative Jews during his final appearance in the synagogue.

38. The Jews regularly shook out their clothing as a sign of total disrespect and separation from their Gentile neighbors.

39. This action was designed to say that you are a total heathen, there is no hope for you and the very dust around you renders me unclean.

40. With this action, Paul said to the Jews that they were total heathen, lacking hope and to continue to associate with them would make me unclean before God.

41. He told them pointedly that they had received the truth from him and their rejection of that truth made them culpable before God.

42. It is the communicator’s responsibility to teach the truth of God’s plan; but, once he has done that, the responsibility shifts to the one who has heard the truth.  Ezek. 3:18, 33:4-5,8-9

43. They must make the necessary adjustments in their thinking and overtly line themselves up with the truth they have been taught.

44. Failure to do so will result in God’s judgment and they must assume responsibility for their own discipline.

45. His statement that I am clean stresses his innocence in this matter and is a solemn disclaimer of any future responsibility toward these people.

46. There is a time for the proclamation of the truth and that time is limited; God is free to evaluate every response to His word and provide or withdraw light as He sees fit.

47. Grace may not be forever in all cases.  Rev. 2:5

48. This should be a solemn warning to those who sit in bible classes where the truth is taught at a very high level: the truth may not always be available and one should make every effort to comply with the dictates of doctrine, making whatever sacrifices and applications that are incumbent on you.

49. Paul informs these Jews of their culpability, having discharged his duty toward them, and further inflames them with the fact that he is going directly to the Gentiles.

50. Paul moves from the synagogue and begins to conduct his ministry next door in the house of Titius Justus, a Roman citizen, a Gentile who was positive and had become a believer.

51. We find out in Romans 16:23 that his first name was Gaius and that he was one of the few converts that Paul personally baptized.  ICor. 1:14

52. This was obviously a great location from Paul’s perspective since those who were going to the synagogue often passed by and would have heard of the religious services being conducted there.

53. This man, a new convert, made a superb application, providing his house as a meeting place for the church that was being formed in Corinth.

54. While Paul made it plain that he was moving from a Jewish focus by teaching in the synagogue and turning to the Gentiles, it does not mean that no Jews heard the truth or were converted.

55. In verse eight we find that Crispus, the Jew in charge of the synagogue, converted to Christianity with all those in his house.

56. This must have had a great impact on other Jews; and Paul lists him among the few that he had personally baptized in Corinth.

57. Beyond that, may of the Gentiles in that city were hearing the gospel and becoming believers; no doubt further irritating the Jews and legalists.

18:9 And the Lord said to Paul in the night by a vision, "Stop being afraid, but go on speaking and do not be silent;  {de, (cc)--o` ku,rioj (n-nm-s)--ei=pon (viaa--3s)--o` Pau/loj (n-dm-s)--evn (pd)-- nu,x (n-df-s)--dia, (pg)--o[rama (n-gn-s) that which is seen, distinguished from a dream although dreams generally come at night as well--mh, (qn)--fobe,omai (vmpn--2s) forbids action already in progress--avlla, (ch)--lale,w (vmpa--2s)--kai, (cs)--mh, (qn)--siwpa,w (vmaa--2s) 10X, to be silent, to not make a sound}

18:10 for I am with you, and no man will attack you in order to harm you, for I have many people in this city. "  {dio,ti (cs)--evgw, (npn-1s)--eivmi, (vipa--1s) I myself am with you, reminded of OT "I Am"--meta. ,(pg)--su, (npg-2s)--kai, (cc)--ouvdei,j (apcnm-s)--evpiti,qhmi (vifm--3s) intensive, emphasizes the subject, to lay or throw oneself upon, to attack--so,j (npd-2s)--o` (dgns+) kako,w (vnaag) articular infin. of purpose--su, (npa-2s)--dio,ti (cs)--eivmi, (vipa--3s)--evgw, (npd-1s) there is to me=I have--polu,j (a--nm-s)--lao,j (n-nm-s)--evn (pd)--h` po,lij (n-df-s)--ou-toj (a-ddf-s)}
18:11 And he settled there a year and six months, teaching the word of God among them.  {de, (ch)--kaqi,zw (viaa--3s) to sit down, to settle--evniauto,j (n-am-s)  a year--kai, (cc)--mh,n (n-am-p) using the moon to  count time, a lunar cycle, a month--e[x (a-cam-p)--dida,skw (vppanm-s)--o` lo,goj (n-am-s)--o` qeo,j (n-gm-s)--evn (pd)--auvto,j (npdm3p)}
Exposition vs. 9-11

1. It is evident that the ministry in Corinth was off to a great start, Paul enjoying some early success among both the Jews and the Gentiles in Corinth.  Acts 18:8

2. Paul knew very well that any successful presentation and reception of the gospel would quickly arouse the enmity of the Jews.

3. His experiences in the cities he visited prior to Corinth (Philippi, Thessalonica, and Berea) assured him that persecution was probably just around the corner.

4. His dejected state from his ridicule in Athens, his anxiety about the Thessalonian believers, his failing finances that forced him to work during the week, his belief that the Jews in Corinth would do anything and everything they could to stop him, and his separation from Silas and Timothy, left Paul in a fragile state of mind.

5. The promising news that he had just received from Timothy and Silas, along with the monetary gift they evidently brought must have lifted his spirits greatly.

6. However, the building tensions in Corinth and the fear of attacks from those who were not above killing him caused Paul to become somewhat fearful as to what the future would hold.

7. It was at this juncture that the Lord Jesus personally appeared to Paul and delivered a message that must have provided a great deal of comfort.

8. He appears to Paul at night in a vision, suggesting that Paul was awake and was probably spending another one of the many sleepless nights he endured as he contemplated his life and the issues related to the future.

9. No doubt, much of Paul’s failure to sleep stemmed from his intense concern about those new believers he had left behind and how they might fare under the pressures of the Christian Way of Life and the persecutions that would surely come.  IICor. 11:27-28

10. However, the events in Corinth were to differ dramatically from what he had previously experienced.

11. The Lord was going to provide an environment in which he could stay in a city for an extended period, apart from the fear of bodily harm.

12. The command that comes to Paul in this vision is expressed in a form that forbids the continuation of an action already in progress and should be translated, Stop being afraid.
13. Paul was evidently in such a state that he had considered whether or not he was going to continue to proclaim the truth and the Lord commands him to go on speaking.
14. The latter part of the command is likely an ingressive command and should be translated, do not begin to be silent.
15. This indicates that if Paul had not completely shut down his public communication of the truth and God wanted to make certain that he did not.

16. It is certainly easy to understand how the great apostle got to this point, a state similar to other great communicators of the Old Testament.  Exod. 17:1-4; IKings 19:1ff; Jere. 15:15-18

17. In fact, every communicator has likely gotten to the point where he wondered if God had abandoned him.

18. When one is confronted with persistent adversarial conflicts that arise from those who reject various doctrines, it is easy to think that God has made some mistake in placing you there to teach the truth in the first place.

19. The communicator has to recognize that God does not make mistakes, that His word is alive and powerful and that it will go forth from My mouth; It shall not return to Me empty, Without accomplishing what I desire, And without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it.  Heb. 4:12; Isa. 55:11

20. Apart from such belief, the communicator will fall prey to the attacks of darkness, losing confidence in God’s word and, either compromising to achieve “success” or becoming a casualty himself by giving up.

21. There is no doubt that those who fail to take the doctrine seriously, as manifested by their faith in it and consistent application of it, are a discouragement to those who are attempting to apply the truth.

22. Nevertheless, Moses, David, Paul, Peter, James, and many other believers too numerous to mention throughout history have overcome the discouragement and have completed their course before the Lord.

23. Who encouraged Jesus?

24. During times such as this, the believer must employ the DOA, be sensitive to the will of God and be aware that God can change their niche in dramatic fashion.

25. The basis for our confidence is the same as the basis for Paul’s confidence, his knowledge that the Lord is with you and He is able to provide protection and encouragement in the face of very dark circumstances.

26. Jesus reiterates here what He had stated to the disciples before His ascension in Matthew  28:20.

27. The believer that takes doctrine seriously, having and keeping His commandments, can be assured that the personal presence of the Lord will be available to him during the crises of life.  Jn. 14:21,23

28. Paul is informed that Jesus that no physical harm will come to him in Corinth, a promise that must have been very comforting in light of the events in Philippi.

29. Jesus informs Paul that his safety is due to the fact that He has many people in this city.
30. While there are divided opinions as to what this phrase means, it is evident that it is unique in the New Testament.

31. Most likely, it does not refer to the fact that there are many Christians in the city and they will protect Paul from any physical attacks by the Jews.

32. This is unlikely since Jesus never commanded His disciples to fight in order to advance the truth or to protect a communicator.

33. It may be that Jesus is simply telling Paul that He has control over the circumstances and is aware that there are people in the city that will not allow violence against Paul, as evidenced by the story that follows about Gallio.

34. Most, however, believe that this phrase is referring to the positive unbelievers that are in Corinth in great numbers and that Paul must continue teaching the truth in order to harvest those who have not yet believed.

35. The argument against this interpretation is that God is referring to unbelievers as His people.

36. However, the term people is applied to those who have not yet believed in Matthew 1:21,  Acts 19:4, Romans 9:25 among others.

37. This is simply God’s way of telling Paul that His foreknowledge is already aware of the fact that there is a successful ministry awaiting him in Corinth if he merely continues to fulfill his ministry.

38. This is one of the times that God encourages Paul with a direct message during a critical time in his life in order to strengthen him for what lay ahead.  Acts 16:9, 18:9, 23:11, 27:23-24

39. Strengthened and comforted by this message, Paul could look forward to a period of fruitful ministry and the knowledge that he was going to be physically safe while in Corinth.

40. Luke summarizes his ministry in Corinth in verse 11 and we know that he was there from the spring of 52 AD through the fall of 53 AD.

41. His ministry at that time is characterized by the term teaching, indicating that his emphasis was more on Ph2 building up of the existing church than it was on evangelizing unbelievers.

18:12 But while Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews with one accord rose up against Paul and brought him before the judgment seat,  {de, (cc)--Galli,wn (n-gm-s)--eivmi, (vppagm-s), being, while he was--avnqu,patoj (n-gm-s) 5X, only in Acts, proconsul, governor of a Roman provnice--h` VAcai<a (n-gf-s)--o` VIoudai/oj (ap-nm-p)--katefi,stamai (viaa--3p) 1X, triple compound, to use physical force against someone as a result of mental attitude hostility--o`moqumado,n (ab) with one purpose, by common consent--o` Pau/loj (n-dm-s)--kai,(cc)--a;gw (viaa--3p)--auvto,j (npam3s)--evpi, (pa)--to. bh/ma (n-an-s) a judges bench}

18:13 saying, "This man persuades men to worship God contrary to the law."  {le,gw (vppanm-p)--o[ti (ch)--ou-toj (apdnm-s)--avnapei,qw (vipa--3s) 1X, to persuade, with the implication of wrong motives or evil intentions, incites--o` a;nqrwpoj (n-am-p)--se,bw (vnpm)--o` qeo,j (n-am-s)--para, (pa)--o` no,moj (n-am-s) against the law, ie. Roman laws regarding proselytizing}
 18:14 But when Paul was about to open his mouth, Gallio said to the Jews, "If it were a matter of wrong or of vicious crime, O Jews, it would be reasonable for me to put up with you;  {de, (ch)--o` Pau/loj (n-gm-s)--me,llw (vppagm-s+)--avnoi,gw (+vnpa)--to. sto,ma (n-an-s)--o` Galli,wn (n-nm-s)--ei=pon (viaa--3s)--pro,j (pa)--o` VIoudai/oj (ap-am-p)-eiv (cs) second class condition, assumed as false--me,n (cs) not translated--eivmi, (viia--3s)--avdi,khma (n-nn-s) 3X, deliberate wrongdoing, criminal activity--ti.j (a-inn-s) indef. some--h; (cc) or--r`a|diou,rghma (n-nn-s) 1X, unscrupulous action, thoughtless or reckless disregard--ponhro,j (a--nn-s) evil, harmful--w= VIoudai/oj (ap-vm-p)--a;n (qv)--kata, (pa)--lo,goj (n-am-s) according to a word, according to rational content, reasonable--avne,cw (viam--1s) to endure, to bear, to put up with, to consider one's point as valid--su, (npg-2p)}
18:15 but since there are questions about words and names and your own law, look after it yourselves; I am unwilling to be a judge of these matters."  {de, (ch)--eiv (cs) 1st class, assumed as true--eivmi, (vipa--3s)--zh,thma (n-nn-p) 5X, questions, controversial issues--peri, (pg)--lo,goj (n-gm-s)--kai, (cc)--o;noma (n-gn-p)—

kai, (cc)--no,moj (n-gm-s)--o` (dgms) the law--kata, (pa)--su, (npa-2p)--o`ra,w (vmaa--2p)--auvto,j (npnm2p)--evgw ,(npn-1s) I, for my part--ouv (qn)--bou,lomai (vipn--1s)--eivmi, (vnpa)--krith,j (n-nm-s)--ou-toj (apdgn-p)}v 

18:16 And he drove them away from the judgment seat.  {kai, (ch)--avpelau,nw (viaa--3s) to cause someone to move away due to a threat or force, to force to leave, expel--auvto,j (npam3p)--avpo, (pg)--to. bh/ma (n-gn-s)}

18:17 And they all took hold of Sosthenes, the leader of the synagogue, and began beating him in front of the judgment seat. And Gallio was not concerned about any of these things.   {de, (cc)--pa/j (ap-nm-p)--evpilamba,nomai (vpadnm-p) to take hold of, after having seized--Swsqe,nhj (n-af-s)--o` avrcisuna,gwgoj (n-am-s) the head of the synagogue--tu,ptw (viia--3p) 12X, they were beating him--e;mprosqen (pg) in the presence of, before--to. bh/ma (n-gn-s)--kai, (ch)--o` Galli,wn (n-dm-s)--me,lei (viia--3s) 10X, to be concerned with, to care about something--ouvdei,j (apcnn-s)--ou-toj (apdgn-p)}

Exposition vs. 12-18

1. The promise from the Lord that Paul would not be harmed by any attack did not state that there would be no attacks but did say that Paul would be kept safe from bodily harm.

2. This incident occurred within the eighteen month period that Paul was teaching the church in Corinth and provides us with another contact with Roman history, further validating Luke’s historical accuracy.

3. We are introduced to the proconsul, a Roman official of praetorian or consular rank that served as a deputy consul in the Roman provinces; a man whose powers were unlimited in civil and military areas.

4. Achaia was governed by a proconsul between 27 BC and 15 AD and after 44 AD.

5. Gallio was a son of the elder Seneca, the rhetorician, and a brother of the younger Seneca, the philosopher, a Stoic who was the tutor of Nero.

6. He was born in Cordova, Spain and his name originally was Marcus Annaeus Novatus. 

7. After he came to Rome with his father in the reign of Tiberius, he was adopted by the rhetorician Lucius Junius Gallio; and from then on bore the name of his adoptive father.

8. He was a man of considerable charm and his brother Seneca said, “no mortal is so pleasant to any one person as Gallio is to everybody” while Dio Cassius refers to his great sense of humor and wit.

9. After holding the praetorship, he was appointed proconsul of Achaia by Claudius and governed there for a year between the summer of 52 AD and the summer of 53 AD, the proconsul generally assuming office on July 1.

10. It was during this time that that Jews, jealous of Paul and his success, hating the doctrines that he was teaching, and wishing him dead, brought a formal charge against him to Gallio.

11. This likely occurred not long after Gallio’s appointment and would have allowed some 5-6 months for Paul to continue to arouse the enmity of the Jews in Corinth.

12. They did not resort to mob violence since such activity would not have been tolerated in a senatorial province but rather attempted to charge Paul with proclaiming a religio illicita.

13. If they could prove that Paul was engaging in activity that was illegal from the standpoint of Rome, they could have him silenced, and/or imprisoned.

14. Paul’s opponents refused to recognize the gospel he preached as having anything to do with their faith, a religio licita, but viewed it as something new, non-Jewish, and to be wholeheartedly repudiated.

15. Paul, they suggested, should not be allowed to proclaim this new religion and it ought to be banned by Roman law.

16. He should be prevented from propagating it, if not punished for his activity in promoting it to this point.

17. Their tactics here are nothing new; they accused Paul of anti-Roman activity, which was being carried out under the guise of Judaism, inciting people to revolutionary activity against Roman rule, while claiming to preach the Jewish faith.

18. On previous occasions, this ploy had worked and they likely thought they would have no trouble intimidating the new proconsul into silencing Paul.

19. Their real charge, as evidenced by Gallio’s response, was centered on the fact that Paul was not a representative of Judaism and his teaching should not be protected under the Roman law.

20. Gallio discerned the true nature of their complaint and, on probing their allegations, reduced the matter to its true dimensions as a question that concerned only the community of the Jews in Corinth.

21. It is clear that Gallio’s response represents the conclusion to his inquiry into the case; for the accusation, as it is quoted, does not refer to words or names, but only the Law.

22. At this point in the trial, it was time for Paul to offer his defense to the charges before the judge but that did not happen.

23. Gallio, having heard their charges and having distilled them down to the real issues involved, renders his decision without the accused making any defense!

24. Gallio neatly justifies his impatience with the Jews by the use of the two conditional clauses in verses 14-15 when he says if it was a matter (2nd class..and it isn’t)…but since there are questions (1st class..and that is all it is).

25. Gallio recognized that their complaint that Paul was breaking Roman law had no merit and their problem was an internal problem among the Jews and their interpretations of their religion.

26. His responsibility, as he saw it, was to judge civil and criminal cases, those cases that involved people involved in swindles, scam artists, and criminal evildoers, not to be arbitrator of an intramural religious dispute.

27. His view was that what Paul was preaching was simply a variety of Judaism that did not happen to suit the leaders of the Jews in Corinth; it was not something that was subversive or criminal and was not to be declared a religio illicita.
28. The case, as Gallio saw it, concerned words (doctrines, messages) names (like Christ or Messiah, and the fact that Paul believed Jesus was the promised Christ) and law (particular interpretations of the Jewish scriptures).

29. He saw their case had no merit and threw it out, along with those who brought the charges.

30. This was not something that concerned Rome, nor did it pose any threat to Roman rule; however, it did pose the threat of using Roman rulers to do the Jews’ fighting against the Christians.

31. Gallio cared very little for the Jews or their well being; he, like Claudius and others, had just about all of these troublemakers he could tolerate and he unceremoniously dismissed them from his court.

32. On the other hand, he was not inclined to do any favor for Paul or other Christians; ruling only that Christianity was Jewish and had every right to exist under Roman law, as long as it did not violate civil or criminal laws.

33. This was an important ruling, setting a legal precedent for other Roman officials that might hear charges against Christians.

34. Luke highlights this in his apologetic, noting that the status of Christianity had been left unresolved in Athens, and accepted as a religio licita in Corinth.

35. Since Gallio declared Christianity a branch of Judaism, and thus protected under Roman law, this eminent Roman proconsul’s decision would carry weight anytime this issue surfaced again.

36. Those who would oppose the Christian movement could do so; however, they would have to recognize that Roman law had ruled on this matter and they could not hope for any Roman intervention or persecution of the new sect.

37. This ruling, proceeding from a man whose brother Seneca occupied a very influential position in the imperial court, would set the tone for the next 10 years until Rome reversed this position and began to persecute Christianity in 62 AD under Nero.

38. Verse 17 has caused some problems for interpreters since the subject of the verb took hold is not explicit.

39. Some have suggested the subject should be the Jews, while others have taken the subject to be Greeks.

40. It seems unusual for the Jews to be beating the man they had just appointed as the new head of the synagogue (replacing Crispus who had converted some months before).

41. Further, when it says that Gallio drove them away from the judgment seat it most likely refers to those in the court that would carry out the judge’s verdicts.

42. It makes more sense to believe that those bailiffs, lictors, policemen, etc. did not receive immediate cooperation from the Jews and used the opportunity to make an example of the leader of the synagogue.

43. This incident reveals just how prone Gentile cities were to anti-Semitic demonstrations and, taking advantage of the snub that had just been administered to the leaders of the Jewish community, seized one of them and gave him a severe beating.

44. All this was done in the presence of Gallio, who had not yet left the bema seat, but he did nothing to stop it; evidently allowing it as a lesson to those who would waste his time and attempt to use Roman courts to advance their own personal agenda.

45. Normally, this riotous proceeding should have, and would have, been suppressed by the proconsul, but Gallio judged it politically expedient to ignore the matter.

46. Sosthenes, the new leader of the synagogue, appears to have later become a believer and may have been the same man who was with Paul when he wrote First Corinthians.  ICor. 1:1

47. While many have interpreted Gallio’s lack of concern as being averse to the strict enforcement of the law, this is inconsistent with his prompt response in vindicating Paul and his indignant dismissal of his accusers.

48. It seems rather that he took some pleasure in seeing the tables turned on these Jews and let this beating pass unnoticed since it was richly deserved.

18:18 And Paul, having remained many days longer, took leave of the brethren and put out to sea for Syria, and with him were Priscilla and Aquila. In Cenchrea he had his hair cut, for he was keeping a vow.  {de, (cc)--o` Pau/loj (n-nm-s)--prosme,nw (vpaanm-s) 7X, to remain or stay on--h`me,ra (n-af-p)--i`kano,j (a--af-p)--e;ti (ab) yet or still, "longer"--avpota,ssw (vpamnm-s) 6X, to part company, to make a formal goodbye, having said his goodbyes--evkple,w (viia--3s) to sail away--eivj (pa)--h` Suri,a (n-af-s)-- kai, (cc)--su,n (pd)--auvto,j (npdm3s)--Pri,ska (n-nf-s)--kai, (cc)--VAku,laj (n-nm-s)--evn (pd)--Kegcreai, (n-df-p)--kei,rw (vpamnm-s) 3X, to shear or shave off--h` kefalh, (n-af-s)--ga,r (cs)--e;cw (viia--3s)--euvch, (n-af-s) generally, prayer, used of vows or solemn promises to God}

18:19 And they came to Ephesus, and he left them there. Now he himself entered the synagogue and reasoned with the Jews.  {de, (cc)--katanta,w (viaa--3p) to come to, to arrive in--eivj (pa)--:Efesoj (n-af-s)--katalei,pw (viaa--3s) to leave behind--kavkei/noj (cc&apdam-p) and those, Priscilla and Aquila-- auvtou/ (ab) 4X, in that place, there--de, (cc)--auvto,j (npnm3s) he himself--eivse,rcomai (vpaanm-s)--eivj (pa)--h` sunagwgh, (n-af-s)--diale,gomai (viad--3s) to talk through, to reason or debate--o` VIoudai/oj (ap-dm-p)}

18:20 And when they asked him to stay for a longer time, he did not consent,  {de, (cc)--evrwta,w (vppagm-p) temporal ptc. when they asked--auvto,j (npgm3p)--me,nw (vnaa) complementary--evpi, (pa)--polu,j (a-mam-s)--cro,noj (n-am-s) epi + chronos= for a while, with polus=for a long while--ouv (qn)--evpineu,w (viaa--3s) 1X, to nod to or toward, to agree or consent to do something}

18:21 but taking leave of them and saying, "I will return to you again if God wills," he set sail from Ephesus.  {avlla, (ch)--avpota,ssw (vpamnm-s) 6X, to part from, to say goodbye to--kai, (cc)--ei=pon (vpaanm-s)--avnaka,mptw (vifa--1s)  4X, lit. to bend back to a previous position, to return or go back--pro,j (pa)--su, (npa-2p)--pa,lin (ab)--o` qeo,j (n-gm-s)--qe,lw (vppagm-s) God willing, conditional ptc.--avna,gw (viap--3s) to put out to sea, set sail--avpo, (pg)--h` :Efesoj (n-gf-s)}
Exposition vs. 18-21

1. The chronological note in verse 11 gives the total amount of time that Paul spent in Corinth, not the amount of time before the incident before Gallio.

2. Paul had arrived in Corinth in the spring (March, 52 AD) and, having incited the Jews for some months, had been dragged before Gallio in the late summer or early fall.

3. Gallio had assumed office on July 1, 52 AD and the Jews would have moved quickly in order to test the new proconsul, no doubt expecting to intimidate him.

4. Since he failed to meet their expectations, they were thwarted and Paul enjoyed another year in Corinth, teaching doctrine to the church there and evangelizing those he could during that time.

5. The phrase having remained many days longer refers to the year spent in Corinth following the attack before Gallio.

6. We are not told why Paul decided to leave Corinth when he did and, while there have been many suggestions, it is clear that he did not leave due to opposition or because he was forced out of the city.

7. It appears from the route that he takes that his intention was to return to Jerusalem and then back to his home base in Antioch.

8. Having been on the road for some year and a half Paul was ready for some rest and relaxation and, no doubt, wanted to provide a report to the home church about his successes during that time.

9. It may appear that he departed from Corinth and sailed off but the actual port is mentioned in the latter part of verse 18.

10. Cenchrea served as the harbor of Corinth, located about seven miles to the east, and by the time of the writing of Romans had a local church.  Rom. 16:1

11. Accompanied by Priscilla and Aquila, Paul sailed east for Ephesus, a place that had likely been in mind at the beginning of this journey.  Acts 16:6

12. Aquila and Priscilla had left their business in Corinth in the hands of some manager, as they likely had at Rome.

13. These two believers proved to be quite valuable to Paul and their commitment to him is mentioned in Romans 16:3-4.

14. They themselves seem to have thrived under Paul’s teaching and demonstrate their understanding of the truth in Acts 18:25-26, instructing Apollos in the faith.

15. Some believers can be quite valuable to a communicator; if they are positive, committed to the truth and applying the doctrine he teaches they can encourage others and enforce the truth being taught from the pulpit.

16. This is not meddling or violating the privacy of other believers; it is using the openings God provides to encourage others and aid them in their walk.

17. Obviously, at some level, all believers ought to be able to provide instruction to those who are newer to doctrine, refute their human viewpoint and reinforce the truth that they have been taught.

18. In fact, all parents are obligated to use the opportunities that daily life affords to teach and reinforce the principles of divine viewpoint.  Deut. 6:4-9, 11:19

19. Upon arriving in Ephesus, Paul visits the synagogue one time and engaged in his normal dialogue with those who were present.

20. There appeared to be some interest and they asked him to stay for a longer time, but he refused, obviously rejecting a very good opportunity to proclaim the truth.

21. He obviously was in some hurry since there is no other way to explain his refusal to give these interested people a second hearing.

22. The reason, as we will see, is his desire to get to Jerusalem for Tabernacles.

23. Paul takes his leave from Ephesus, leaving Priscilla and Aquila behind, and informs those in the synagogue that any future ministry there will be contingent on the will of God.

24. It is actually a pagan formula that was taken over by Christians and vested with new meaning.

25. This is the correct attitude that all believers should possess and by which they shouldlive.  Jms. 4:13-16

26. While exegetes have debated about whether or not Paul or Aquila was the one who got his hair cut, the other participles in context refer to Paul, as this one must.

27. At this point Paul cut his hair, ending a Nazirite vow that he must have undertaken in Corinth, likely during the time when he was particularly down, and had sought the blessing of the Lord for the future.

28. Some interpreters are not comfortable with the Paul undertaking a Jewish vow and so call this a “Nazirite-like” vow.

29. However, Paul was a Jewish Christian and expressed his faith in the traditional manner of his forefathers and, while he would not and did not enforce Jewish customs on Gentiles, he continued to observe some Jewish customs.

30. It has been suggested that he did this in order to make his appeal to the Jewish element in Corinth and thus fulfill the principle that I have become all things to all men.  ICor. 9:19-23

31. In any case, the Nazarite vow was one in which the person abstained from alcohol, grapes, raisins, etc., and from cutting his hair for a particular period.

32. At the end of the vow, the person cut his hair off and offered it to be burned along with the other appropriate sacrifices.  Num. 6:1-21

33. The problem with this interpretation is that the Nazarite vow had to be fulfilled at Jerusalem, where the hair was presented and the sacrifices were offered.

34. According to the more lenient school of Shammai, the hair did not have to be cut in Jerusalem; it could be cut in another place and presented in the temple.

35. The Western and Byzantine family of texts adds the following in verse 21: “I must by all means keep the coming festival in Jerusalem, but…”.
36. While the text is spurious, chronologically this places us in late September or early October, the time for the feast of Tabernacles.

37. However, verse 22 indicates that Paul ascended from Caesarea (the port for Jerusalem) and descended to Antioch, something that would be true of Jerusalem but not true of Caesarea.

38. While this verse is not conclusive, it strongly implies that Paul went to Jerusalem and visited briefly with the church there and fulfilled the Nazarite vow he had undertaken in Corinth.

18:22 And when he had landed at Caesarea, he went up and greeted the church, and went down to Antioch.  {kai, (cc)--kate,rcomai (vpaanm-s)--eivj (pa)--Kaisa,reia (n-af-s)--avnabai,nw (vpaanm-s)--kai, (cc)--avspa,zomai (vpadn m-s) embrace, salute, greet with good will--h` evkklhsi,a (n-af-s)--katabai,nw (viaa--3s)--eivj (pa)--VAntio,ceia (n-af-s)}

18:23 And having spent some time there, he departed and passed successively through the Galatian region and Phrygia, strengthening all the disciples.  

{kai, (cc)--poie,w (vpaanm-s)--cro,noj (n-am-s)--ti.j (a-iam-s) lit. to do some time, to spend some time--evxe,rcomai (viaa--3s)--die,rcomai (vppnnm-s) to pass or travel through a region--kaqexh/j (ab)  5X, only in Luke/Acts, denotes sequence or order, in consecutive order--h` Galatiko,j (a--af-s)--cw,ra (n-af-s)--kai, (cc)--Frugi,a (n-af-s)--evpisthri,zw (vppanm-s) 4X, only in Acts, to make one more firm and unwilling to change their attitude or belief, to strengthen the faith and resolve--pa/j (a--am-p)--o` maqhth,j (n-am-p)}

Exposition vs. 22-23

1. These two verses contain the very succinct report of the final legs of Paul’s second missionary journey.

2. He had departed Antioch in the spring of 51 AD (likely around March) and had been travelling for some 30-31 months.

3. During this time, he had covered about 1400 miles on land and another 1250 miles on the sea.

4. We know that Paul left Priscilla and Aquila in Ephesus and the last we hear of Silas and Timothy is in Corinth.

5. What they did during this trip back to Antioch (that Paul apparently made alone since the third person singular pronoun is used following verse 21) and the time Timothy is mentioned in Acts 19:22, we do not know.

6. It is probable that Timothy rejoined Paul either before he got to Ephesus or while he was there.

7. Some interpreters insist that Paul landed at Caesarea accidentally, the result of some unfavorable winds that made it easier than landing at Seleucia, the port of Antioch.

8. However, there is no reason to assume this and, in fact, if Paul was headed to Jerusalem to fulfill his vow (which I have every reason to believe) then landing at Caesarea (the port of Jerusalem) makes perfect sense.

9. This theory discredits the capabilities of ancient navigation for no textual reason or with not textual support.

10. There would have been no reason for Paul to refuse an invitation to stay in Ephesus and teach unless he had something that was more pressing to accomplish.

11. We rightly conclude that he intended to go to Jerusalem (the western text aside) and fulfill his vow (which required a thirty-day period of purification) during, or around the time of, the feast of tabernacles.

12. This places Paul in Jerusalem by September 15 if he intended to celebrate the feast that year.

13. From Caesarea, it is stated that Paul went up and greeted the church, a phrase that has sparked some differing interpretations.

14. Some have suggested that this phrase is to be applied to the church at Caesarea, but this poses a problem since there is no indication that he stayed only in Caesarea at this time.

15. However, the terms went up and went down would not be used of travel between Caesarea and Antioch, but would be used of travel between Caesarea and Jerusalem and between Jerusalem and Antioch.  Acts. 25:6-9, 23:33-24:1

16. Further, the absolute term the church would likely not be used of a church at Caesarea but was very fitting for the original church formed in Jerusalem.

17. It appears obvious that Paul was in quite a hurry to get to Jerusalem and fulfill his vow by or during the feast of Tabernacles and Luke merely hits the high points as he records this fourth visit to Jerusalem.

18. Following the visit to Jerusalem and providing a report to the church there, Paul departed and went down to Antioch, providing that church a detailed report of what had occurred over the past two and one-half years.

19. He spent the winter in Antioch, no doubt recharging his spiritual batteries and, in the spring of 54 AD, begins the third missionary journey.

20. This trip will last some three years and is recorded in Acts 18:23-21:16.

21. It appears that after each of his three journeys, Paul made a report to the mother church in Jerusalem.  Acts 15:12, 18:22, 21:17-19

22. After wintering in Antioch, Paul sets out on the third missionary journey, visiting the regions which he initially evangelized on the first journey some five years earlier in 49 AD.

23. The region is the same one mentioned in Acts 16:6.

24. The term Galatia carried a double connotation: geographically to denote the territory inhabited by the Galatai, and politically to denote a Roman province in which were located the cities of Lystra and Derbe.

25. Luke uses the adjective in the ethnic sense to denote the region in which one would find Galatians.

26. The Phrygian region was a place of irregular and shifting borders and appears to be the region in view that actually contained Pisidian Antioch and Iconium.

27. This journey back to the local churches that had been established for some 5 years was initially devoted to the teaching of doctrine and building up believers in the faith, causing them to be more committed to doing the will of God.

18:24 Now a certain Jew named Apollos, an Alexandrian by birth, an eloquent man, came to Ephesus; and he was mighty in the Scriptures.  {de, (cc)--ti.j (a-inm-s)--VIoudai/oj (ap-nm-s)--VApollw/j (n-nm-s)-- o;noma (n-dn-s)--VAlexandreu,j (n-nm-s) 2X, a native of Alexandria--to. ge,noj (n-dn-s) 5X, by birth or by race--avnh,r (n-nm-s)--lo,gioj (a--nm-s)  1X, that which pertains to attractive or convincing speech, eloquent--katanta,w (viaa--3s) arrived--eivj (pa)--:Efesoj (n-af-s)--eivmi, (vppanm-s) being, and he was--dunato,j (a--nm-s) powerful, mighty, capable, well-versed--evn (pd)--h` grafh, (n-df-p)}

1. 18:25 This man had been instructed in the way of the Lord; and being fervent in spirit, he was speaking and teaching accurately the things concerning Jesus, being acquainted only with the baptism of John;  {ou-toj (apdnm-s)--eivmi, (viia--3s+)--kathce,w (+vprpnm-s) 8X, lit. to sound down against, to make oneself heard or understood, passively, having been taught, stresses the oral repitition of learning as opposed to revelation--h` o`do,j (n-af-s)--o` ku,rioj (n-gm-s) a favorite passage John must have used regularly in his teaching, Isa. 40:3--kai, (cc)--ze,w (vppanm-s) 2X, Rom 12:11 makes this attitude incumbent on all believers, lit. to bubble or boil, to be eager or enthusiastic--to. pneu/ma (n-dn-s)—

lale,w (viia--3s)--kai, (cc)--dida,skw (viia--3s)--avkribw/j (ab)  pertaining to a standard, carefully, accurately--to. (danp+)--peri, (pg)--o` VIhsou/j (n-gm-s)--evpi,stamai (vppnnm-s) of intellectual comprehension, to understand, of person, to recognize or be acquainted with--mo,noj (ab) only or alone--to. ba,ptisma (n-an-s)--VIwa,nnhj (n-gm-s)}
18:26 and he began to speak out boldly in the synagogue. But when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him aside and explained to him the way of God more accurately.  {te, (cc)--ou-toj (apdnm-s)--a;rcw (viam--3s) in middle, to start or begin--parrhsia,zomai (vnpn) the boldness that comes from freedom and a lack of fear--evn (pd)--h` sunagwgh, (n-df-s)--de, (ch)--Pri,ska (n-nf-s)--kai, (cc)--VAku,laj (n-nm-s)--avkou,w (vpaanm-p)--auvto,j (npgm3s)--proslamba,nw (viam--3p) to take aside, to take to oneself--auvto,j (npam3s)--kai, (cc)--evkti,qhmi (viam--3p) 4X, to place outside, to expose, in middle to explain or make plain--auvto,j (npdm3s)--h` o`do,j (n-af-s)  Îtou/ o`(dgms)  qeou/ÐÅ qeo,j (n-gm-s)-- avkribh,j (abm) comparative, more accurately}
18:27 And when he wanted to go across to Achaia, the brethren encouraged him and wrote to the disciples to welcome him; and when he had arrived, he helped greatly those who had believed through grace;  {de. (cc)--bou,lomai (vppngm-s)--auvto,j (npgm3s) gentive absolute, when he wanted--die,rcomai (vnaa) to travel or pass through--eivj (pa)--h` VAcai<a (n-af-s)--o` avdelfo,j (n-nm-p)--protre,pw (vpamnm-p) 1X, to encourage or urge to a course of action--gra,fw (viaa--3p)--o` maqhth,j (n-dm-p)--avpode,comai (vnad) purpose and indir. disc.--auvto,j (npam3s)--o[j (aprnm-s) whom, and when he--paragi,nomai (vpadnm-s)  to become alongside, to arrive--sumba,llw (viam--3s) 6X, only here in middle voice, to cast with, to aid or help--polu,j (ab) much or greatly--o` (ddmp+) pisteu,w (vpradm-p)--dia, (pg)--h` ca,rij (n-gf-s)}

18:28 for he powerfully refuted the Jews in public, demonstrating by the Scriptures that Jesus was the Christ.  {ga,r (cs)--euvto,nwj (ab) 2X, vehemently, forcefully--diakatele,gcomai (viin--3s) 1X, to refute, to defeat in open debate, lit. to speak down through--o` (ddmp)--VIoudai/oj (ap-dm-p)--dhmo,sioj (ab) 4X, only in Acts, that which pertains to public, openly, in public--evpidei,knumi (vppanm-s) 7X, to exhibit or demonstrate to prove beyond a doubt, to convincingly show--dia, (pg)--h` grafh, (n-gf-p)--VIhsou/j (n-am-s)--eivmi, (vnpa) indir. disc.--o` Cristo,j (n-am-s)}

Exposition vs. 24-28

2. Luke inserts this parenthetical information about Apollos before he moves on to deal with Paul’s third missionary journey.

3. The inclusion of this incident is an important item that sheds light on some other New Testament passages about this man.

4. This event must be dated following Paul’s departure from Ephesus and placed in the summer of 53 AD.

5. What we know of Apollos is that he was a Jew, who had been born in Alexandria, Egypt.

6. Alexandria was one of the major Hellenistic cities of Egypt, founded by Alexander the Great in 330 BC.

7. Alexander placed a colony of Jews there, which flourished greatly and accounted for approximately one-third of the population of Alexandria at this time.

8. This city was noted for its education, having a large university and library that were marvels in the ancient world.

9. Shortly following the opening of the library, it contained 200,000 manuscripts, a number that later grew to 900,000.

10. Alexandria was one of the most important centers in the world for science, philosophy and scholarship and was the place where the Septuagint was translated.

11. Apollos was raised in this environment and, Luke says, he was an eloquent man.

12. However, the same phrase may well be translated an educated man, indicating that he was not only a man who knew his subject matter well, but was skilled in communicating what he knew.

13. Beyond that, he is described as being mighty in the Scriptures, demonstrating that he had been thoroughly educated in the Old Testament.

14. He was a man who combined great knowledge of the Bible with a cosmic education and this certainly served him quite well.

15. We recognize that the vast majority of those who pursue intellectual achievement are negative, relying on their mental skills and book learning to deal with life.  ICor. 1:26, 2:6-8

16. If one can combine intellectual pursuits and achievement with doctrinal understanding and application, their learning will not be a hindrance; if one does not have sufficient positive volition and application, their learning will not ultimately serve them.

17. At some point, Apollos was exposed to the teaching of John the Baptist, either directly by some visit to Palestine during John’s ministry, or indirectly through someone that returned and provided that information.

18. It is evident that this man was a believer who accepted everything John the Baptist taught about the coming messiah.

19. In fact, he seems to have understood that Jesus of Nazareth was the fulfillment of the messianic prophecies of the Old Testament and the fulfillment of the announcement made by John the Baptist.

20. He was, however, unfamiliar with the details of the life of Christ, his death, burial, resurrection and subsequent commission of the apostles.

21. He is an example of those who have a certain amount of knowledge and are accurate as far as their understanding allows.

22. They need further instruction and education in the particulars of doctrine in order to advance their ministry.

23. This requires that they be intellectually honest and objective when evaluating new information; arrogance and contentment with what they know would destroy any further advance.

24. Apollos’ understanding of the Old Testament, providing him with accurate knowledge about messiah, was combined with great spiritual enthusiasm, something that is lacking from many, if not most, in the last days.

25. Many fall into the lukewarm syndrome, attending Bible class, rebounding occasionally, making simple applications, avoiding the difficult ones, and going through the motions but possessing little zeal or excitement for the truth.  Rev. 3:14ff

26. Apollos, with his understanding that the Old Testament had foretold the coming of messiah, with his understanding that John the Baptist confirmed these things, and with whatever knowledge of Jesus he possessed, was not afraid to communicate to others his excitement over what he knew.

27. When he spoke out in the synagogue, Priscilla and Aquila recognized that his teaching was accurate, as far as it went, but could use some further refining to make it more accurate.

28. If his knowledge was limited to the ministry of John the Baptist, even if that knowledge included some information about Jesus, it is clear that John the Baptist knew nothing of any event following his death.

29. As they sat and listened to Apollos teach about the messiah, they recognized that he lacked essential information that would make him exceptionally effective.

30. They politely took him aside, informed him of the fulfillment of all the Old Testament prophecies regarding Jesus of Nazareth, and filled him in on his life, death, burial and resurrection.

31. There can be little doubt that they informed him of the new commission by Jesus to His disciples and filled him in theologically in other areas.

32. No doubt, their theology and Christology were consistent with what Paul himself taught and believed.

33. There is no evidence here that Apollos just become a believer or that he engaged in water baptism, suggesting that he was a believer who possessed the Holy Spirit already.

34. For reasons that Luke did not know or care to explain, Apollos determined that he would like to move across to Achaia and continue his ministry there.

35. His decision to change his geographic location was met with the favor of the other believers present in Ephesus, leading us to conclude that it was the proper thing for him.

36. We have a record of one of the earliest letters of commendation among believers, demonstrating that they used this to validate the person and commend him to their fellowship.

37. These letters were taken quite seriously and those in Achaia recognized the validity of such correspondence and gave Apollos a worthy reception.

38. This turned out to work for their benefit as well since Apollos was a man that provided great encouragement to those believers in Corinth.  Acts 19:1

39. The exegetical question that is debated is whether or not they had believed through grace or whether Apollos helped greatly through grace.
40. Either interpretation is acceptable and accurate as seen in other passages (Acts 16:14; ICor. 3:10) but the latter interpretation seems preferable.

41. Apollos proved himself a tower of strength in Corinth, both by his teaching in the church and by his refutation of the Jews that resisted the messiahship of Jesus.

42. The term used does not necessarily indicate that Apollos convinced the Jews of their error, merely that he completely demonstrated his proofs in public and had the last word on the matter.

43. His influence in Corinth is not to be underestimated, as Paul speaks of him in terms similar to what he applies to himself.  ICor. 3:5-6

44. It is evident that some of the Corinthians adopted a sectarian attitude and attempted to play one communicator against another, something Paul rebukes.  ICor. 1:12, 3:1-4

45. There is no evidence that Apollos encouraged this and Paul admits no true rivalry between the two men, other than that which was manufactured by the Corinthians themselves.  ICor. 4:6

46. While some were impressed with Apollos’ Alexandrian education and methods of communication, his teaching was certainly no more accurate or authoritative than that of Paul.

1. Acts 18
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