chapter twenty-two

21:40 And when he had given him permission, Paul, standing on the stairs, motioned to the people with his hand; and when there was a great hush, he spoke to them in the Hebrew dialect, saying,  {de, (ch)--auvto,j (npgm3s)--evpitre,pw (vpaagm-s) genitive abs.--o` Pau/loj (n-nm-s)--`i[sthmi (vpranm-s)--evpi, (pg)--o` avnabaqmo,j (n-gm-p)--katasei,w (viaa--3s) 4X, only in Acts, to signal or motion with the hand--h`. cei,r (n-df-s)--o` lao,j (n-dm-s)--de, (cc)--gi,nomai (vpadgf-s)--polu,j (a--gf-s)--sigh, (n-gf-s) 2X, absence of noise, silence or quiet--prosfwne,w (viaa--3s) 7X, to call out to, to address--h` ~Ebrai<j (a--df-s)--dia,lektoj (n-df-s)--le,gw (vppanm-s)}
22:1 "Brethren and fathers, hear my defense which I now offer to you."  {avnh,r (n-vm-p)--.avdelfo,j (n-vm-p)--kai, (cc)--path,r (n-vm-p)--avkou,w (vmaa--2p)--evgw, (npg-1s)--h` avpologi,a (n-gf-s) to speak on behalf of someone who has been accused, a verbal defense--nuni, (ab)--pro,j (pa)--su, (npa-2p)}  

22:2 And when they heard that he was addressing them in the Hebrew dialect, they became even more quiet; and he *said,  {de, (ch)--avkou,w (vpaanm-p)--o[ti (ch) indir. disc.--prosfwne,w (viia--3s) 7X, mostly by Luke, lit. to call to, to speak to or address--auvto,j (npdm3p)--h` ~Ebrai<j (a--df-s)--dia,lektoj (n-df-s) 6X, only in Acts, a way of speaking characteristic of a nation or region--pare,cw (viaa--3p) lit. to have alongside, here to maintain a state or condition--ma/llon (abm) comparative adv. rather or more--h`suci,a (n-af-s) 4X, silent or quiet--kai, (cc)--fhmi, (vipa--3s) he said=Paul}

22:3 "I am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city, educated under Gamaliel, strictly according to the law of our fathers, being zealous for God, just as you all are today.  {evgw, (npn-1s)-- eivmi, (vipa--1s)--avnh,r (n-nm-s)--VIoudai/oj (a--nm-s)--genna,w (vprpnm1s) having been born--evn (pd)-- Tarso,j (n-df-s)--h` Kiliki,a (n-gf-s)--de, (ch)--avnatre,fw (vprpnm1s) 3X, only in Acts, to raise a child to maturity by providing for physical and psychological needs--evn (pd)--h` po,lij (n-df-s)--ou-toj (a-ddf-s)--para, (pa)--o` pou,j (n-am-p)--Gamalih,l (n-gm-s)--paideu,w (vprpnm1s) 13X, to bring a child along and guide him to maturity, employing instruction, training, discipline, etc.--kata, (pa)--avkri,beia (n-af-s) 1X, that which is strictly conforming to a standard, oinvolving detail and completeness, exactness--o` no,moj (n-gm-s)--patrw/|oj (a--gm-s)--u`pa,rcw (vppanm1s)--zhlwth,j (n-nm-s) one who is stirred to action by some strong emotion, a zealot, an enthusiast--o` qeo,j (n-gm-s) obj. genitive--kaqw,j (cs)-- pa/j (a--nm-p)--su, (npn-2p)--eivmi, (vipa--2p)--sh,meron (ab) today}

22:4 "And I persecuted this Way to the death, binding and putting both men and women into prisons,  {o[j (aprnm1s) who, translated "and I"--diw,kw (viaa--1s) lit. to run after or pursue, to persecute when used of hostile intent--ou-toj (a-daf-s)--h` o`do,j (n-af-s)--a;cri (pg) until, as far as--qa,natoj (n-gm-s)-- desmeu,w (vppanm1s) 3X, to tie up or bind--kai, (cc)--paradi,dwmi (vppanm1s) handing over, delivering--te, (cc+)--avnh,r (n-am-p)--kai, (cc)--gunh, (n-af-p)--eivj (pa)--fulakh, (n-af-p)}

22:5 as also the high priest and all the Council of the elders can testify. From them I also received letters to the brethren, and started off for Damascus in order to bring even those who were there to Jerusalem as prisoners to be punished.  {w`j (cs) as--kai, (ab) also or even--o` avrciereu,j (n-nm-s)--kai, (cc)--pa/j (a--nn-s)--o` presbute,rion (n-nn-s) a group of elders, the administrative body in Israel, the Sanhedrin--marture,w (vipa--3s)--evgw, (npd-1s)--para, (pg)--o[j (aprgm-p) from whom--kai, (ab)--de,comai (vpadnm1s) to receive or accept, with the idea of welcome or pleasure-- evpistolh, (n-af-p)--pro,j (pa)--o` avdelfo,j (n-am-p) the Jewish brothers, not believers--poreu,omai (viin--1s) proceeding--eivj (pa)--Damasko,j (n-af-s)--a;gw (vpfanm1s) future part. used to express purpose, see Acts 8:27, rare in NT--kai, (ab) ascensive--o` (damp+) those--eivmi, (vppaam-p) being--evkei/se (ab) 2X, there, in that place--eivj (pa)--~Ieroso,luma(n-af-s)--de,w (vprpam-p) having been bound, "as prisoners-- i[na (cs) purpose--timwre,w (vsap--3p) 2X, only in Acts, to punish someone, to cause them to suffer what they deserve}

Exposition Acts 21:40-22:5

1. Once Paul had given his credentials to the commander and he realized that Paul was not who he thought he was, he gave him permission to speak.

2. Having received permission from Lysias, Paul gestures to the angry mob, which quickly quieted down when they realized the object of their hatred wanted to speak.

3. Some have manufactured difficulties here that do not exist like:

a. Paul was in no condition to speak following the severe beating he had just received.

b. It is unlikely that the commander would have given a prisoner an opportunity to speak to his attackers.

c. There is no way the violent mob would have calmed down with just a hand gesture.

4. These objections are largely advanced by those that wish to impress their audience with minute details that actually are at odds with what is revealed in the text.

5. There is no reason to assume that Paul was beaten into insensibility and this we can accept without dismissing the fact that he would have been killed unless the commander had intervened.

6. The fact that commander allowed Paul to speak may be accounted for by the fact that he was impressed with Paul’s composure under such extreme circumstances or the fact that he wished to learn more about what was happening.

7. The crowd may have also been somewhat taken aback by the fact that Paul did not respond as one would expect and, when he began to speak in their native tongue, he elicited a temporary measure of good will.

8. When it says that Paul spoke in the Hebrew dialect, it indicates that he addressed the crowd in Aramaic, which was the common language of Palestinian Jews.

9. The ability to read and speak in Hebrew (Aramaic) set the native Hebrew apart from the Hellenistic Jew.

10. If you could ask a native Hebrew (and you could get an honest response), he would tell you this set him in some ways about his Hellenistic counterpart.

11. We know from Acts 6 that there existed some tension between native Hebrews and Hellenistic Hebrews that was brought, in some ways, into the church.

12. By speaking in Aramaic, instead of Greek, Paul would have immediately received more attention and compassion from the audience than he would otherwise have.

13. Some have suggested that he spoke in Hebrew in order to limit the number of Jews that could understand what he was saying, but this seems without foundation.

14. Paul had a great burden for his countrymen and recognized that much of his past behavior was quite similar to their behavior now.

15. He identifies strongly with these people, their religious zeal for God, the Law, and the Holy place in Jerusalem.

16. Further, Paul recognizes that this is likely his last visit to Jerusalem (he made it plain in chapter 21 that he expected to die) and would be his last opportunity to present the gospel to his countrymen.

17. Again, Paul is letting his emotions get the better of him and is promoting his agenda at the expense of the directive will of God.

18. The crowd responded to his hand movement by quieting down and, when he began to speak, became even more quiet and attentive.

19. Paul begins his defense with a three-fold description of himself that was a conventional way in ancient times of describing a man’s youth and affirming his position as a loyal Jew.

20. The first dealt with his birth, the second with his upbringing (by his mother especially) and the third with his education.

21. It is clear that Paul was not ashamed of the fact that he was born in Tarsus of Cilicia; something he made plain when he addressed Claudius Lysias.  Acts 21:39

22. There is some debate as to when Paul came to Jerusalem since he states here that he was raised in this city.

23. Some believe that his family relocated from Tarsus early in his childhood while others think he came to Jerusalem in his early teens to study. (most likely)

24. His religious instruction, preparing him to be a rabbi, was conducted under Gamaliel, the grandson of Hillel, later a president of the Sanhedrin, and the first of the seven rabbis to be given the title Rabban.

25. The greatness of Gamaliel, at least from a Jewish point of view, is discussed in Acts 5:34, which you may want to review.

26. Paul points out that his instruction under this man came at his feet; the rabbis usually sat on a raised seat with the pupils in a circle around them on lower seats or the ground.

27. Paul insists that his education and upbringing were both accomplished according to the exact mathematical accuracy that one employs in dealing with the detailed Jewish laws.

28. He points out that his teaching was done in strict accordance with the faith that had come down from their respected ancestors.

29. This environment and teaching produced a strict Jew that had a great zeal for his ancestral God that prompted him to despise and persecute anyone and everyone that held any other position.

30. In some ways, Paul was not a faithful student of Gamaliel, who appears as a moderate force in Acts and was apparently tolerant of others.

31. Paul forms a sharp contrast to his moderate teacher since he saw more clearly than Gamaliel the threat of the new sect of Christianity to the conventional form of Judaism.

32. Paul now identifies himself further with the crowd as he suggests that their activity was the result of their religious zeal for God; something he clearly understood.

33. He moves to his personal history, demonstrating his zeal for God by his persecution of Christians, even to the point of killing them.

34. Saul of Tarsus believed that Christianity was such a threat to the Jewish belief system and way of life that he became an enraged homicidal maniac in the name of God.

35. Anyone that embrace the new teachings of Jesus, Christianity, The Way, the Sect of the Nazarenes, etc. became the objects of Paul’s intense hatred and were given no quarter.

36. It did not matter if it was a man or woman; Paul viewed any believer as a threat to be eliminated by imprisonment or murder.

37. He informs that audience that such things as he says (although they are some 22 years in the past) can by verified by the Jewish leadership.

38. There is no history about Caiaphas, who was the high priest from 18-36 AD, but Paul’s speech here suggests either that he is still living, or that many of those in the Sanhedrin are still present to verify his claims.

39. While one would suspect that there were many that were still alive from that time when Paul got his approval for persecuting the church, there can be little doubt that the information was in their minutes or archives.

40. Having received their approval for his persecution mission, Paul left Jerusalem for Damascus, where he intended to present his approval letters to other Jews, whom he calls the brethren.
41. Paul still views himself as a loyal and faithful Jew, so calling his fellow countrymen brothers betrays that he has no animosity in his heart toward them.

42. His purpose in Damascus was to round up as many of the heretics as he could, place them custody, chains or bonds, and bring them back to Jerusalem in order to have the proper punishment administered to them.

43. The term timwre,w (timoreo—to punish) is a rare one and implies that the punishment that is delivered, and the attendant suffering, is precisely what is deserved.

44. Like his counterparts assembled below, Paul acted out of a murderous rage that prompted him to bring whatever suffering he could on those he deemed heretical.

Acts 22:6 "And it came about that as I was on my way, approaching Damascus about noontime, a very bright light suddenly flashed from heaven all around me,  {de, (ch)--gi,nomai (viad--3s)--evgw, (npd-1s)-- poreu,omai (vppndm1s) temporal, while or as--kai, (cc)--evggi,zw (vppadm1s) to approach or draw near--h` Damasko,j (n-df-s)--peri, (pa)--meshmbri,a (n-af-s) 2X, of time, midday, noon, of place=south-- fw/j (n-an-s)--i`kano,j (a--an-s) accus. of gen. ref., large, considerable, much, here of magnitude or intensity--evxai,fnhj (ab) 5X, suddenly or unexpectedly--periastra,ptw (vnaa) 2X, only of this experience, giving out light, like lightning--evk (pg)--o` ouvrano,j (n-gm-s)--peri, (pa) around or near--evgw, (npa-1s)}

22:7 and I fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to me, 'Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?' 

{te, (ch)--pi,ptw (viaa--1s)--eivj (pa)--to. e;dafoj (n-an-s) 1X, lit. the bottom of something, here refers to the ground--kai, (cc)--avkou,w (viaa--1s)--fwnh, (n-gf-s)--le,gw (vppagf-s)--evgw, (npd-1s)-- Saou,l (n-vm-s)--Saou,l (n-vm-s)--ti,j (abt)--evgw, (npa-1s)--diw,kw (vipa--2s) word order emphasizes ME!}

22:8 "And I answered, 'Who art Thou, Lord?' And He said to me, 'I am Jesus the Nazarene, whom you are persecuting.'  {de, (ch)--evgw, (npn-1s)--avpokri,nomai (viao--1s)--ti,j (aptnm2s)--eivmi, (vipa--2s)--ku,rioj (n-vm-s)--te, (ch)--ei=pon (viaa--3s)--pro,j (pa)--evgw, (npa-1s)--evgw, (npn-1s)--eivmi, (vipa--1s)--VIhsou/j (n-nm-s)--o` Nazwrai/oj (n-nm-s)--o[j (apram1s)--su, (npn-2s)--diw,kw (vipa--2s)}
22:9 "And those who were with me beheld the light, to be sure, but did not understand the voice of the One who was speaking to me.  {de, (cs)--o` (dnmp+) eivmi, (vppanm-p)--su,n (pd)--evgw, (npd-1s)--me,n (cs) on the one hand, to be sure--qea,omai (viad--3p)--to. fw/j (n-an-s)--de, (ch)--ouv (qn)--avkou,w (viaa--3p)--h` fwnh, (n-af-s) when akouw takes the genitive (the normal case) it means to hear, when followed by the accus. case, it can indicate understanding of what was said, Mk4:33, ICor. 14:2--o` (dgms+) lale,w (vppagm-s)--evgw, (npd-1s)}

22:10 "And I said, 'What shall I do, Lord?' And the Lord said to me, 'Arise and go on into Damascus; and there you will be told of all that has been appointed for you to do.'  {de, (ch)--ei=pon (viaa--1s)--ti,j (aptan-s)--poie,w (vsaa--1s)--ku,rioj (n-vm-s)--de, (ch)--o` ku,rioj (n-nm-s)--ei=pon (viaa--3s)--proj (pa)--evgw, (npa-1s)--avni,sthmi (vraanm2s)--poreu,omai (vmpn--2s)--eivj (pa)--Damasko,j (n-af-s)--kavkei/ (cc&ab) and there--lale,w (vifp--3s)--so,j (npd-2s)--peri, (pg)--pa/j (ap-gn-p)--o[j (apran-p)--ta,ssw (virp--3s) 8X, to assign a place, to appoint a task--so,j (npd-2s)--poie,w (vnaa) indir. disc.}

22:11 "But since I could not see because of the brightness of that light, I was led by the hand by those who were with me, and came into Damascus.  {de, (ch)--w`j (cs) as, like, since--ouv (qn)-- evmble,pw (viia--1s) to see clearly, or at all--avpo, (pg)--h` do,xa (n-gf-s) glory, splendor, brightness--to. fw/j (n-gn-s)--evkei/noj (a-dgn-s)--ceiragwge,w (vpppnm1s) 2X, to lead by the hand, only here and Acts 9--u`po, (pg)--o` (dgmp+) su,neimi (vppagm-p) the ones being with--evgw, (npd-1s)--e;rcomai (viaa--1s)--eivj (pa)--Damasko,j (n-af-s)}
Exposition vs. 6-11

1. Paul now begins to describe in his own words the events that happened to him on the way to Damascus.

2. The same story is told in the third person by Luke in Acts 9

3. This is the second time in Acts where Paul’s conversion is narrated, and the first of two places where the account is given by Paul himself.  Act 26:12-18

4. Paul’s account adds to the earlier description the fact that his approach to Damascus took place around the middle of the day.

5. This is important because it provides definitive proof that the light was no nighttime delusion; the light was strong enough to outshine the midday sun.

6. At once, Paul fell to the ground as he heard the sound of someone speaking to him and asking him “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?”.

7. The words of the conversation are recorded exactly as they are in Acts 9:4ff, with the single change that Jesus describes himself as being of Nazareth.

8. This may have been added by Paul to make it clear to his Jewish audience the precise identity of the speaker since Jesus was a relatively common name at that time.

9. Those who were with Saul were aware of the light and the fact that there was a sound (possibly even understanding that it was someone speaking) but did not understand the words the voice was saying.  Acts 9:7, 22:9

10. By this point, Saul, who was totally disoriented and confused, meekly asks what it is that he should now do.  Acts 22:10

11. He is instructed by Jesus to continue his trip and go into Damascus where he would receive further instructions as to his future.  Acts 22:10

12. That future is explained in broad terms on the road to Damascus.  Acts 26:16-18

13. The intensity of the light that had struck Saul was such that he was blinded and it was necessary for those who were with him to lead Saul by the hand into Damascus.   Acts 9:8, 22:11

14. The question arises as to why the men with Paul were not blinded in the same manner he was.

15. The answer may well lie in the fact that they were not looking in the same direction that Paul was at the precise moment the theophany flashed around them.

16. Obviously, to be aware of a bright flash of light and to look directly into that intensity would have quite different effects on the human eye.

17. The only other item peculiar to this account is the insertion of Paul’s question at this point, “What shall I do, Lord?”.

18. This question expresses the stupefying effect of what was happening to Paul as he recognizes the significance of what he has been doing and recognizes that he must now change his life.

19. The impact of this vision and the words that had been spoken cannot be underestimated; Saul supposed Jesus to be an imposter, cursed by God, and his followers to be blasphemers worthy of death.

20. Suddenly, in a blaze of divine glory, Saul is confronted with the revelation that things are not what he believed.

21. Saul, the zealous Pharisee, the defender of God, His laws, etc. now finds out that all his activity was not actually done on God’s behalf, it was done against Him!

22. One moment he was fearlessly and resolutely pressing on to destroy the cause of Jesus and the next moment he was trembling on the ground before Him wondering what he was going to do next.

23. The Lord directs him to continue his journey into Damascus and there he will find out more about what God has planned for his future.

24. Having been struck completely blind, Paul is escorted by the men he was commanding the rest of the way into Damascus.

22:12 "And a certain Ananias, a man who was devout by the standard of the Law, and well spoken of by all the Jews who lived there,  {de, (cc)--ti.j (a-inm-s)--~Anani,aj (n-nm-s)--avnh,r (n-nm-s)--euvlabh,j (a--nm-s) 4X, reverence toward God, pious, devout--kata, (pa)--o` no,moj (n-am-s)--marture,w (vpppnm-s)--u`po, (pg)--pa/j (a--gm-p)--o` (dgmp)--VIoudai/oj (ap-gm-p)--katoike,w (vppagm-p)}

22:13 came to me, and standing near said to me, 'Brother Saul, receive your sight!' And at that very time I looked up at him.  {e;rcomai (vpaanm-s)--pro,j (pa)--evgw, (npa-1s)--kai, (cc)--evfi,sthmi (vpaanm-s)--ei=pon (viaa--3s)--evgw, (npd-1s)--Saou,l (n-vm-s)--avdelfo,j (n-vm-s)--avnable,pw (vmaa--2s)--kavgw, (ch&npn-1s)--auvto,j (a--df-s/npdf3s) "that"--h` w[ra (n-df-s)--avnable,pw (viaa--1s)--eivj (pa)--auvto,j (npam3s)}
22:14 "And he said, 'The God of our fathers has appointed you to know His will, and to see the Righteous One, and to hear an utterance from His mouth.  {de, (cc)--o` (dnms+) he--ei=pon (viaa--3s)--o` qeo,j (n-nm-s)--o` path,r (n-gm-p)--evgw, (npg-1p)--proceiri,zomai (viad--3s) 3X, to choose for a purpose in advance, to hand-pick before--su, (npa-2s)--ginw,skw (vnaa)  purpose infin.--to. qe,lhma (n-an-s)--auvto,j (npgm3s)--kai, (cc)--ei=don (vnaa)--o` di,kaioj (ap-am-s)--kai, (cc)--avkou,w (vnaa)--fwnh, (n-af-s) sound or voice, "utterance"--evk (pg)--to. sto,ma (n-gn-s)--auvto,j (npgm3s)}

22:15 'For you will be a witness for Him to all men of what you have seen and heard.  {o[ti (cs) causal, for or because--eivmi, (vifd--2s)--ma,rtuj (n-nm-s)--auvto,j (npdm3s)--pro,j (pa)--pa/j (a--am-p)--a;nqrwpoj (n-am-p)--o[j (-aprgn-p) of that which--o`ra,w (vira--2s)--kai, (cc)--avkou,w (viaa--2s)}
22:16 'And now why do you delay? Arise, and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on His name.'  {kai, (ch)--nu/n (ab)--ti,j (abt)--me,llw (vipa--2s) rare usage, "what are you waiting for"--avni,sthmi (vraanm2s) imperatival force--bapti,zw (vmam--2s) "get yourself baptized" permissive middle, used when the agent voluntarily yields himself to the action and its results, seeking to secure the results in his own interest--kai, (cc)--avpolou,w (vmam--2s) permissive middle, "get your sins washed off"--h` a`marti,a (n-af-p)--su, (npg-2s)--evpikale,w (vramnm2s)  not imperatival, instrumental, "by calling on the name of the Lord for yourself"--to. o;noma (n-an-s)--auvto,j (npgm3s)}
Exposition vs. 12-16

1. Paul now moves to the events that occurred in Damascus, emphasizing the part Ananias played in his healing and conversion.

2. Paul describes Ananias in much the same terms that those listening in the audience thought of themselves, devout by the standard of the law.
3. He is further described as having a good reputation among his fellow Jews, being well spoken of by the all the Jews who lived in Damascus.
4. The fact that Ananias is a believer in Christ is quietly passed over since it is not germane to the story and was something that would have likely inflamed the audience further.

5. The story has a decidedly Jewish flavor, being strengthened by the expressions, the God of our fathers, and the messianic title, the Righteous One.
6. The words of Ananias, Brother Saul, receive your sight, is a summary of the fuller account recorded in Acts 9:17.

7. At the exact time Ananias commanded Saul to receive his sight, Paul suddenly could see and looked up at him, implying that he was either lying or sitting down.

8. The important thing here is not the words Ananias spoke to Paul; what Paul is emphasizing is the commission he received from the risen Christ was confirmed by a pious Jew, who spoke in distinctly Jewish terms.

9. The term Ananias used was proceiri,zomai (procheirizomai—to handpick beforehand, to choose in advance or ordain), emphasizing the omniscience of God, as well as demonstrating His sovereign will in the matter.

10. If God has sovereignly chosen someone to fulfill His plan, making His selection in eternity past, who is to argue that choice?

11. The fact that it was the God of our fathers who was calling Paul emphasized the continuity between the Old Testament revelation and the new revelation being given through Jesus Christ.

12. Three infinitives that delineate the purpose of God for Paul's life follow the verb: they are, to know His will, to see the Righteous One, and to hear an utterance from His mouth.
13. The fact that Paul had been chosen by God to know His will in some measure indicated that he did not recognize the will of God at the time of his conversion.

14. Paul was a devout Jew, a “Jew’s Jew”, righteous by the standard of the Mosaic Law, possessing a zeal for his heritage and religion that was superior to that of his contemporaries.  Phil. 3:5-6

15. Yet, in spite of all his supposed racial and religious advantages, Paul did not have the first clue about the plan of God and His directive will.

16. The three days in the darkness graphically demonstrated the spiritual darkness in which Paul functioned.

17. In order for one to have any chance of complying with the will of God, they must first be enlightened about that will.

18. Failure to know the will of God obviously destines a person to conflict with God, although knowing the will of God is clearly not enough to impress God.  Lk. 12:47; Jn. 9:21

19. The Word of God is clear that the path to blessing before God is an understanding of and application of the principles of His will to the issues of life.  

20. The road to discipline, misery and self-delusion is found in a failure to follow through to the point of application.  James 1:22-25

21. An understanding of the will of God, gained by a rigorous and consistent study of His word, is designed to equip the believer to excel in every area of Divine good production and accrue great eternal reward.  IITim. 3:16; Heb. 13:21

22. The second purpose in God’s choice of Paul was to provide Paul with the opportunity to physically observe the God/man on the Damascus road.

23. This was critical since the requirements for one to occupy the office of apostle included God’s choice of that person, as well as the fact that they had to be an eyewitness of the resurrection.

24. The final purpose was for Paul to hear an utterance from his mouth, a reference to the fact that God was going to communicate directly to Paul.

25. This direct communication was accomplished at various times in Paul’s life and he became the recipient of more direct revelation than any other believer in the Church age did.  Acts 9:4ff, 18:9-10, 22:11; Gal. 1:17; Eph. 3:1-5; Col. 1:25-26; IICor. 12:7

26. God’s purpose was to reveal Himself and the particulars of His plan to Paul and for Paul to take that revelation to the world, as God’s faithful witness.

27. The perfect tense of the two verbs in verse 15, what you have seen and heard, forms the basis for Paul’s enduring qualification as an apostle.

28. Ananias concludes his remarks to Paul with an exhortation to act on what he has heard and comply with the plan of God for his life.

29. He told Paul to get up, be baptized, and have his sins washed away by calling on His name.

30. Most translators view the final participle of verse 16 as a continuation of the imperatives in the previous part, but it should be viewed and translated as an instrumental since it provides the method by which one has their sins washed away.

31. To call on the name of the Lord is to invoke His name in prayer in order to obtain His aid, specifically to procure salvation.  Joel 2:32; Acts 2:21; Rom. 10:13

32. Once one calls on the name of the Lord seeking salvation, they are provided that which they sought through faith and grace.

33. At the point of salvation, each person is given a bath, a total cleansing from all past sins.  Tit. 3:5

34. Jesus used this analogy to teach the disciples in the upper room the difference between salvation (a bath) and rebound (cleansing an extremity).  Jn. 13:4-11

35. Some have mistakenly concluded, from verses like this and Acts 2:38, that water baptism has something to do with obtaining salvation but I Peter 3:21 makes it plain that such is not the case.

36. When one believes, they are immediately cleansed from all past sins, by the washing or bath of regeneration.

37. They are encouraged to demonstrate their new status by complying with the ritual of water baptism, designed to demonstrate retroactive positional truth and current positional truth.

38. Baptism is one of the two rituals that are in force for the Church age, the other being the observance of the Lord’s table.

39. As with any ritual, no matter how elaborate, it is not efficacious in producing anything real.

40. Therefore, we continue to hold the position that baptism is a ritual that all believers should comply with following faith in Christ; it does not add to, nor is it necessary for, one’s salvation.

41. Salvation is the same in all dispensations; it comes by calling on the name of the Lord, placing your soul and eternal well being in the hands of God.

42. Water baptism has been undermined by some groups, even doctrinal groups, but is incumbent on everyone that believes.

43. The two middle voices be baptized, and wash away your sins, are permissive in force; they view the subject voluntarily submitting himself to an action and therefore, seeking to secure the results of said action in his own interest.

22:17 "And it came about when I returned to Jerusalem and was praying in the temple, that I fell into a trance,  {de, (cc)--gi,nomai (viad--3s)--evgw, (npd-1s) and it occurred to me--u`postre,fw (vpaadm1s) after having returned--eivj (pa)--~Ieroso,luma (n-af-s)--kai, (cc)--proseu,comai (vppngm1s) genitive absolute, "while I was praying"--evgw, (npg-1s)--evn (pd)--to. i`ero,j (ap-dn-s)--gi,nomai(vnad) indir. disc. completes thought of ginomai above--evgw, (npa-1s) gen. ref.--evn (pd)--e;kstasij (n-df-s) 7X, lit. a standing out of, an abnormal state of mind, partially suspended consciousness, a trance, cf. Acts 10:10}

22:18 and I saw Him saying to me, 'Make haste, and get out of Jerusalem quickly, because they will not accept your testimony about Me.'  {kai, (ch)--ei=don (vnaa) indir. disc. goes with ginomai at beginning of verse 17--auvto,j (npam3s)--le,gw (vppaam-s)--evgw, (npd-1s)--speu,dw (vmaa--2s) 6X, to be in a hurry, to make haste--kai, (cc)--evxe,rcomai (vmaa--2s)--evn (pd)--ta,coj (n-dn-s) 8X, without delay, at once, the redundancy stresses the urgency--evk (pg)--~Ieroso,luma (n-gf-s)--dio,ti (cs) because, in as much as--ouv (qn)--parade,comai (vifd--3p) 6X, to accept or acknowledge that something is correct, to come to believe something is true--su, (npg-2s)--marturi,a (n-af-s) witness or testimony--peri, (pg)--evgw, (npg-1s)}

22:19 "And I said, 'Lord, they themselves understand that in one synagogue after another I used to imprison and beat those who believed in Thee.  {kavgw, (ch&npn-1s)--ei=pon (viaa--1s)--ku,rioj (n-vm-s)--auvto,j (npnm3p) they themselves--evpi,stamai (vipn--3p) to be acquainted with, to comprehend or get something, are aware--o[ti (cc)--kata, (pa)--h` sunagwgh, (n-af-p) among or throughout the synagogues--evgw, (npn-1s)--eivmi, (viim--1s+)--fulaki,zw (+vppanm1s) 1X, periphrastic, I was constantly imprisoning--kai, (cc)--de,rw (+vppanm1s) periphrastic, lit. to remove the skin, to flay, to beat or whip--o` (damp+) pisteu,w (vppaam-p)--evpi, (pa)--su, (npa-2s)}

22:20 'And when the blood of Thy witness Stephen was being shed, I also was standing by approving, and watching out for the cloaks of those who were slaying him.'  {kai, (cc)--o[te (cs)--to. ai-ma (n-nn-s)--Ste,fanoj (n-gm-s)--o` ma,rtuj (n-gm-s)--su, (npg-2s)--evkce,w (viip--3s) lit. to pour out, passive, to be spilled--kai, (ab) also--auvto,j (npnm1s) I myself--eivmi, (viim--1s+)--evfi,sthmi (+vpranm1s) periphrastic, to stand by or near--kai, (cc)--suneudoke,w (+vppanm1s) 6X, periphrastic, to think well with, to approve or consent--kai, (cc)--fula,ssw (+vppanm1s) peri. to guard or watch-- to. i`ma,tion (n-an-p) garments or robes--o` (dgmp+) avnaire,w (vppagm-p) removing, taking away, murdering--auvto,j (npam3s)}
22:21 "And  He said to me, 'Go! For I will send you far away to the Gentiles.'" {kai, (ch)--ei=pon (viaa--3s)--pro,j (pa)--evgw, (npa-1s)--poreu,omai (vmpn--2s) proceed! get out of Jerusalem as I told you--o[ti (cs) causal--evgw, (npn-1s) I myself--evxaposte,llw (vifa--1s) to send on a mission, under authority, to dispatch--su, (npa-2s)--makra,n (ab) far away--eivj (pa)--e;qnoj (n-an-p)} 

Exposition vs. 17-21

1. Paul moves ahead to his return to Jerusalem in 37 AD, following his three years in Arabia after his conversion in Damascus.  Gal. 1:17

2. Paul moved from Damascus into Arabia, back to Damascus, then finally went to Jerusalem the first time after his conversion.

3. During his stay in Damascus, which was relatively short according to Acts 9:19-22, Paul caused the Jews a great deal of consternation by his proclamation of the faith he had been trying to destroy.

4. He leaves there (we are not told why, but presumably due to revelation) and goes to Arabia for 3 years, returns to Damascus briefly, leaves there under a death threat, and finally comes to Jerusalem.

5. Once Paul comes to Jerusalem for the first time following his conversion, he is met by the believers there and, with the aid of Barnabas, is accepted in a cursory way.  Acts 9:26-27

6. This account contains information about an event that occurred during that visit that is not recorded elsewhere.

7. Paul continued, just as the early disciples did, to frequent the temple and live his life according to the Jewish forms he had been taught.

8. According to Acts 26:13-17, Jesus had informed Paul on the Damascus road that his primary mission was not going to be to the Jews; it was going to be directed toward the Gentiles.

9. Paul, as a new believer, did not immediately orient to or accept this information since he viewed himself as the logical choice to take the gospel to the Jews because of his credentials and clout among the Jewish leadership.

10. While Paul is in the temple in Jerusalem praying, he falls into a trance.

11. The difference between a trance and a dream is that the former occurs while one is awake and totally conscious.

12. The word ev,kstasij (ekstasis) means literally a standing out of, and refers to an abnormal state of mind characterized by distraction, fear, or amazement.  Mk. 5:42; Lk. 5:26

13. In this case, it refers to a partially suspended consciousness in which one may see or hear things that are not seen or heard in the normal, waking world..  Acts 10:10

14. In this state, Paul observes the risen Christ, telling him to quickly get out of Jerusalem on account of the fact that the Jews were not going to accept the truth of what he was teaching.

15. After his arrival in Jerusalem, Paul moved immediately toward the same group from which he had come, the Hellenistic Jews, figuring that they would certainly accept his testimony since he had been one of them.

16. On the contrary, the Hellenists in Jerusalem were aroused to a vigorous hostility, remembering Paul’s zeal against the Christian movement, and now looked on him as a traitor and turncoat.

17. Paul had been under a death threat in Damascus, and we are informed in Acts 9:29 that he was the target of the Hellenistic Jews in Jerusalem.

18. Nevertheless, he was determined to stay in Jerusalem due to his misguided zeal and conviction that he could get through to these people.

19. Once again, you cannot change people that are negative by human viewpoint means; all the earthly credentials, all the zeal, all the personal identification with some group will not bring people to positive volition.

20. Many people have the same idea that Paul had, believing that given enough time and energy, they can reach their family, friends, nation, etc.

21. We do know from Acts 9 that Paul eventually was ushered out of Jerusalem by some believers that were more aware of his danger than he was.

22. Paul manifests a spiritual immaturity here as he argues with Jesus about what is the best plan for his life.

23. This is characteristic of a young believer that has enough doctrine to be dangerous; they still think that they know what is best for their Ph2, sometimes objecting to the Lord’s plan.

24. Each believer has to learn to faith-rest his Ph2 to God, recognizing that He has a plan for his life and that God’s plan is superior to anything we could concoct ourselves.

25. Paul appeals to his past history, history, that he tells Jesus, of which the Jews are quite aware.

26. He seeks to convince the Lord (?!?!?) that he is the ideal candidate to reach the Jews.

27. Paul’s reasoning was faulty, but sounded good on the surface; he did not recognize that the very things he thought would commend him to the Jews turned them even more against him and his message.

28. He reminds the Lord (?!?!?!) that his former anti-Christian activity was very fresh in the minds of the people, and many would remember his part in the stoning of Stephen.

29. It appears that the killing of this man was something that stuck with Paul for the rest of this life, and there is certainly the possibility that he wanted to continue the ministry of Stephen among his own people.

30. His contention was that his past history, manifested by a total hostility to Christianity, would convince the Jews that his change of mind was real and that they should follow his lead.

31. However, their knowledge of his former activities made them all the more unwilling to listen to Paul; they viewed him as a renegade not to be trusted.

32. Therefore, it is clear that Paul’s will was to remain in Jerusalem, or thereabouts, and conduct a ministry aimed at the Jews he loved so much.

33. Further, it is clear that Jesus Christ understood all the pertinent facts and recognized that Paul would be far more effective as the apostle to the Gentiles.

34. Argue as he might, Paul was not going to change Jesus’ mind, and Jesus gives him a direct command to Get out of Jerusalem.
35. This command, coupled with the ingenuity of some believers, eventuated in Paul leaving Jerusalem and returning to his native hometown in the province of Cilicia.  Acts 9:30

36. There he remained, conducting whatever ministry he could, until the time Barnabas came for him six years later in the Spring of 43 AD.

37. It should be clear that, in spite of the command of the Lord, the warning of other believers, the leadership of the Holy Spirit, and direct demonstrations by such men as Agabus, Paul never fully gave up on the notion that he could be effective in reaching the Jews for Christ.

38. Sadly, he should have, recognizing that the Lord does not make mistakes and that his mission field was to be the Gentile world.

22:22 And they listened to him up to this statement, and then they raised their voices and said, "Away with such a fellow from the earth, for he should not be allowed to live!"  {de, (ch)--avkou,w (viia--3p)-- auvto,j (npgm3s)--a;cri (pg) as far as, to that point--ou-toj (a-dgm-s)--o` lo,goj (n-gm-s)--kai, (cc)-- evpai,rw (viaa--3p)  to lift up, to raise--h` fwnh, (n-af-s)--auvto,j (npgm3p)--le,gw (vppanm-p)--ai;rw (vmpa--2s) lift up, take away, remove--o` toiou/toj (apdam-s) such a man--avpo, (pg)--h` gh/ (n-gf-s)-- ga,r (cs)--ouv (qn)--kaqh,kw (viia--3s) 2X, to be fitting or right morally--auvto,j (npam3s) gen. ref.--za,w (vnpa) functions as subject of katheko}
22:23 And as they were crying out and throwing off their cloaks and tossing dust into the air,  {te, (cc)--auvto,j (npgm3p)--kraugazw (vppagm-p) shouting--kai, (cc)--r`i,ptw (vppagm-p) to hurl, cast or throw, emphasizes force--to. i`ma,tion (n-an-p)--kai, (cc)--ba,llw (vppagm-p)--koniorto,j (n-am-s) 5X, dust or dirt--eivj (pa)--o` avh,r (n-am-s) 7X, the lower atmosphere, the place Satan rules in the spirit world, Eph. 2:2}

Exposition vs. 22-23

1. By allowing Paul to speak, Lysias expected to learn something about the charges against him and the murderous rage of the mob below.

2. When Paul began to speak in the Hebrew dialect, there is the possibility that Lysias, and some of the others in the crowd did not understand him at all.

3. Paul was directing his message to a very important group in his mind; he was seeking to make some progress with the most zealous of the Jews in the court below.

4. Here is a man in the hands of an angry mob thirsting for his blood, yet apparently oblivious to the danger he faced.

5. Paul did not appear to be making any attempt to appease the mob or save himself from prison, but was providing only a brief synopsis of events that occurred some twenty years ago.

6. He did not even address the charges leveled against him by the Jews from Ephesus; never denying bringing a Gentile into the temple, speaking improperly about the Jewish people, the Mosaic Law, or the holy place.

7. Paul had completely deluded himself into believing that his honest testimony would have a salutary effect on the mob below.

8. From his point of view, this crowd was a deluded multitude rushing blindly to their eternal destruction.

9. Although they were thirsting for his blood at this time, he felt pity and compassion on them, and determined that he would provide the truth for them, knowing that was all that could help them.

10. As he likely felt the sting and pain of the bruises just inflicted on him, he pointed out to them that he had taken part in similar mob actions against such men as Stephen.

11. His thinking may have been that they were in such a similar position as he had been twenty years earlier, and if a vision of Christ had changed him, it might do the same for them.

12. His account demonstrates the divine authority of Jesus of Nazareth, the risen Messiah, and pointed out that this authority was the basis by which he operated.

13. Ironically, Paul is now rejecting the very authority that commissioned him as the apostle of the Gentiles!

14. As he closes his speech, he points out that what he did was proper because Jesus Christ had commanded it, it was not his choice to go to the Gentiles.

15. As he got to this point in his speech, it became clear to the mob below that Paul was attempting to vindicate his actions, not apologize for them and admit they were wrong, and their rage was renewed.

16. Until this point, the crowd had listened with a certain patience and respect since Paul’s account had been couched in very Jewish terms, directed toward a very Jewish audience.

17. Even his identification of Jesus as the Messiah that these people looked for, while straining the credibility of many in the crowd, was apparently tolerated.

18. When he suggested that the God of Israel had sent a Jew to the Gentiles, people that had no relation to Judaism, the attentive crowd erupted into a frenzy of hatred.

19. Some have suggested that this was the last straw but it was really more like an atomic bomb being dropped on them.

20. In effect, Paul was saying that Gentiles could be approached directly with God’s message of salvation without first being related to the nation of Israel and its institutions.  

21. This was tantamount to placing Jews and Gentiles on equal footing before God and such a claim was the height of apostasy, as far as they were concerned.

22. Their racial arrogance suggested that God could not and would not do such a thing.

23. They were quite convinced that the plan of God ran through Israel, was administrated in Jerusalem and was directed toward Jews, not heathen, uncircumcised Gentiles.

24. This mob reacted just exactly the way that Jesus had said they would, demonstrating their incorrigible nature at that time.

25. This was something that Paul himself taught and should have applied to the situation at hand.  Rom. 9:30-32, 10:21, 11:25

26. With this suggestion, Paul was shouted down, the crowd once again calling for his blood.

27. Verse 22 provides a lively picture of the uncontrolled excitement and rage of the mob by the use of the two participle phrases, throwing off their cloaks and tossing dust into the air.
22:24 the commander ordered him to be brought into the barracks, stating that he should be examined by scourging so that he might find out the reason why they were shouting against him that way.  {o` cili,arcoj (n-nm-s)--keleu,w (viaa--3s)--auvto,j (npam3s) gen. ref.--eivsa,gw (vnpp)--eivj (pa)--h` parembolh, (n-af-s)  10X, a military term for an army encampment, barracks--ei=pon (vpaanm-s) having said--avneta,zw (vnpp) indirect command, 2X, to examine thoroughly, to interrogate--auvto,j (npam3s) gen. ref.--ma,stix (n-df-p) 6X, a whip, scourge or lash, the author, only in Acts/Hebrews is this used in this way--i[na(cs)--evpiginw,skw (vsaa--3s) purpose, he might figure out--dia, (pa)--o[j (apraf-s+)--aivti,a (n-af-s) reason, cause or grounds--evpifwne,w (viia--3p) 4X, to cry out or shout at or against someone--auvto,j (npdm3s)--ou[tw (ab) thus, in that way}
22:25 And when they stretched him out with thongs, Paul said to the centurion who was standing by, "Is it lawful for you to scourge a man who is a Roman and uncondemned?"  {de, (ch)--w`j (cs)--protei,nw (viaa--3p) 1X, lit. to stretch out or extend before--auvto,j (npam3s)--o` i`ma,j (n-dm-p) 4X, a leather strap, used for binding criminals to beat them--o` Pau/loj (n-nm-s)--ei=pon (viaa--3s)--pro,j (pa)--o` e`katonta,rchj (n-am-s) ruler or a hundred, a centurion--i[sthmi (vpraam-s)--eiv (qt)--e;xesti (vipa--3s) a word to denote that there are no hindranances to an action, it is lawful--su, (npd-2p)--masti,zw (vnpa) comp. infin.--a;nqrwpoj (n-am-s)--~Rwmai/oj (a--am-s)--kai, (cc)--avkata,kritoj (a--am-s) lit. not having been judged, without a finding of guilt, uncondemned}

22:26 And when the centurion heard this, he went to the commander and told him, saying, "What are you about to do? For this man is a Roman."  {de, (ch)--o` e`katonta,rchj (n-nm-s)--avkou,w (vpaanm-s)--prose,rcomai (vpaanm-s)--o` cili,arcoj (n-dm-s)--avpagge,llw (viaa--3s) to inform or tell--le,gw (vppanm-s)--ti,j (aptan-s)--me,llw (vipa--2s+)--poie,w (+vnpa) comp. infin.--ga,r (cs)--o` a;nqrwpoj (n-nm-s)--ou-toj (a-dnm-s)--~Rwmai/oj (ap-nm-s)--eivmi, (vipa--3s)}

22:27 And the commander came and said to him, "Tell me, are you a Roman?" And he said," Yes. "  {de, (ch)--o` cili,arcoj (n-nm-s)--prose,rcomai (vpaanm-s)--ei=pon (viaa--3s)--auvto,j (npdm3s)-- le,gw (vmpa--2s)--evgw, (npd-1s)--eivmi, (vipa--2s)--su, (npn-2s)--~Rwmai/oj (ap-nm-s)--de, (ch)--o` (dnms+) "he"--fhmi, (viaa--3s) to say or affirm--nai, (qs) a particle that expresses affirmation}
22:28 And the commander answered, "I acquired this citizenship with a large sum of money." And Paul said, "But I was actually born a citizen."  {de, (ch)--o` cili,arcoj (n-nm-s)--avpokri,nomai (viao--3s)--evgw, (npn-1s) I myself--kta,omai (viad--1s) 7X, to procure something, to get, obtain or acquire--h` politei,a (n-af-s)--ou-toj (a-daf-s)--polu,j (a--gn-s)--kefa,laion (n-gn-s) 2X, in an argument, the main or principal point, here principal as in money--de, (ch)--o` Pau/loj (n-nm-s)-- fhmi, (viaa-3s)--de, (ch)--evgw, (npn-1s) I myself--kai, (ab) also or even--genna,w (virp--1s) having been born}

22:29 Therefore those who were about to examine him immediately let go of him; and the commander al was afraid when he found out that he was a Roman, and because he had put him in chains.  {ou=n (ch)--o` (dnmp+) me,llw (vppanm-p+)--auvto,j (npam3s) gen.ref.--avneta,zw (+vnpa)--euvqe,wj (ab)--  avfi,sthmi (viaa--3p) lit. to stand off from, to withdraw from--avpo, (pg)--auvto,j (npgm3s)--de, (cc)--o` cili,arcoj (n-nm-s)--kai, (ab)--fobe,omai (viao--3s)--evpiginw,skw (vpaanm-s) having figured out or realized-- o[ti (cc) indir.disc.--~Rwmai/oj (ap-nm-s)--eivmi, (vipa--3s)--kai, (cc)--o[ti (cc) continues indir. disc.--eivmi, (viia--3s+)--de,w (+vpranm-s) he is binding him--auvto,j (npam3s)}

Exposition vs. 24-29

1. The renewed rage of the crowd was something for which the Roman commander was likely not prepared.

2. His job was to maintain peace in the city and he was not having much success at this point.

3. His day began to deteriorate with the outbreak of violence in the temple precincts; and, while he was hoping that Paul’s speech would clarify some of the issues it only served to further agitate the crowd.

4. The commander may have not understood anything Paul said while he was speaking in Aramaic but he knew that Paul was quite capable of speaking Greek.  Acts 21:37

5. While he may not have understood what was going on to that point, and certainly recognized that he was not going to get any substantive information from the howling mob, he determined to get to the bottom of this.

6. Whatever tolerance he may have had toward Paul after rescuing him from the angry crowd below quickly vanished.

7. He now took matters into his own hands and determined to get answers in the way he was used to getting answers from any criminal.

8. He ordered the centurion to take Paul into the barracks and told him that he was going to scourge him to find out why the Jews were so insistent on killing Paul.

9. The scourge, an instrument of Roman inquisition and punishment, consisted of leather thongs studded with pieces of metal or bone and fastened to a wooden handle.

10. When one was beaten with the scourge, it often left the victim crippled for life and sometimes even killed him.

11. Earlier in his ministry, Paul had received thirty-nine lashes from the Jews a total of five times and three times had been beaten with rods by order of Roman magistrates.  IICor. 11:24-25

12. However, being flogged with the scourge was a far more brutal penalty than any of the above, and Paul was very close to a beating that might possibly kill him.

13. Roman citizens were exempt from examination under torture, something that had been prescribed by the Porcian and Valerian laws and modified by the Edicts of Augustus.

14. Augustus states that in trials of Roman citizens there must first be a formulation of charges and penalties, then a formal accusation must be made, and finally a hearing before a Roman magistrate and his advisors.

15. It is at this point that Paul throws a wrench into the proceedings as he asks the centurion, Is it lawful for you to scourge a man who is a Roman and uncondemned?
16. Very likely, the centurion heard only one thing, and the fact that Paul was a Roman citizen stopped him in his tracks.

17. At this time in history, Roman citizenship was highly prized, conferred only on those of high social or governmental standing, or those who had done some exceptional service for Rome.

18. Some people relied on the dishonesty of imperial or provincial administrators and used bribes to have their names included on a list of candidates for citizenship.

19. In the second and third centuries AD, the use of bribery had become increasingly common but before that time only accounted for a very small minority of citizens.

20. New citizens received a diploma civitatis Romanae and their names were recorded on one of the thirty-five tribal lists at Rome and also on their local municipal register.

21. Succeeding generations of a citizen’s family possessed a professio or registration of birth recording their names as Roman citizens and were registered as citizens on the taxation tables of their city.

22. There was no way one could quickly determine if a man was a Roman citizen since there was no article of apparel the set a Roman citizen apart from the rest of the people.

23. The toga, which only Roman citizens could wear, was even unpopular in Rome because it was so cumbersome and was only worn on state occasion.

24. Papers validating Roman citizenship were kept in family archives and were generally not carried on one’s person.

25. The verbal claim to Roman citizenship was accepted at face value; penalties for falsifying documents and making false claims of citizenship were exceedingly stiff.

26. Epictetus (c.55-135 AD), an eminent Stoic philosopher, noted that some were put to death for such acts.

27. There is no way of knowing how or when Paul’s family acquired their Roman citizenship.

28. Ramsay argues that it stemmed from about 171 BC when Tarsus received its constitution as a Greek city and many of the socially elite in Tarsus and Cilicia were given citizenship.

29. Some have proposed that Pompey, in settling the eastern provinces during the 60’s BC, transferred a number of Jewish prisoners to Tarsus, set them free, and bestowed Roman citizenship on them.

30. However, Roman citizenship was not a corollary of citizenship in a Greek city-state, nor were former prisoners or slaves considered fit subjects for this honor.

31. Most likely one of Paul’s ancestors received his citizenship for some valuable service rendered to a Roman administrator.

32. In the early empire, the possession of Roman citizenship was often as important as the possession of wealth, and so, was quite valuable.

33. Knowing this, as they were stretching him out—on a stone, at a pillar or post, or perhaps by suspending him from the ceiling—Paul asked the centurion in charge if he was aware that he was violating Roman law.

34. Paul had not told any of the Romans that he was a Roman citizen; but, as soon as the centurion is informed of this fact, he immediately contacts the commander and asks if he wants to proceed.

35. If the commander had been angry with Paul for the riotous proceedings, his anger is replaced by fear when he finds out that Paul is protected by the might of Rome.

36. He comes to Paul and immediately asks him if it is true that he is a Roman citizen.

37. His actions implied that he did not think that Paul looked like much of a Roman citizen; he really was an undignified and battered spectacle.

38. When the commander approached him and asked him the direct question about his citizenship, Paul made it plain that he was born a Roman citizen and did not acquire this honor during his lifetime.

39. The commander acknowledged that his citizenship had cost him a great deal of money, sarcastically implying that anybody could become a citizen at that time; even a slob like Paul.

40. The cost he referred to was not the fee for buying his citizenship; it referred to the fact that he had spent a lot of money bribing some official.

41. Most likely, since his name was Claudius, he had done so in the reign of Claudius, under whom roman citizenship became increasingly available for the proper payment.

42. Dio Cassius states that Claudius’ wife, Messalina, and her court favorites were in the habit of selling citizenship in order to line their own pockets.

43. Lysias, which was the commanders Greek name, had used wealth or influence (or both) to become a Roman citizen and a superior officer in the Roman army.

44. Paul does not respond to Claudius Lysias’ sarcasm but informs him that he was born a citizen.

45. This fact immediately throws the situation into an entirely different light and the proposed torture, while acceptable for ordinary mortals, must be abandoned when the party was a Roman citizen by birth.

46. Claudius was somewhat fearful and he must have shuddered as he recognized how close he had come to perpetrating a serious breach of legal ethics.

47. He had, in fact, already begun to commit a serious offense by ordering Paul to be bound and flogged; but at least the attempt had not come to fruition.

48. He had to find a new method to determine the nature of the charges against Paul and this he does in verse 30.

49. For the time being, he ordered the soldiers that were about to administer the beating to release Paul at once.

50. He kept Paul in protective custody overnight and brought him forward on the following day.
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