chapter twenty-four

Introduction to the trials of Paul
1. From the point that Paul is arrested in Jerusalem, the narrative of Acts becomes much fuller than before.

2. While Luke still concentrates our attention on certain specific scenes, which are described in considerable detail, intervening periods are dismissed very briefly.

3. Acts 21:17-24:23 describes the events of twelve days, Acts 24:24-27 describes two years, Acts 25:1-28:7 a period of about five months, and Acts 28:8-11 some three months.

4. The portions selected for special attention by Luke and the amount of space assigned to Paul’s imprisonment and successive examinations marks this as the most important part of the book in the eyes of the author.

5. It is essential to understand that the work is now approaching the real climax and it is evident that Luke has devoted special attention throughout this book to those occasions on which Paul was brought in contact with Roman officials.

6. On those occasions, the relations between Paul and the officials end in a friendly fashion, especially the case of Gallio.

7. Gallio had dismissed the case against Paul and the formal decision of the proconsul had set a precedent that practically resulted in a declaration of religious liberty for Paul and other Christians.  Acts 18:14-16

8. When Paul comes into contact with subordinate Roman officials, the Praetors of Philippi, although abusing him at first, that encounter ends by them formally apologizing to him and acknowledging his rights.  Acts 16:35-39

9. In the colonies of Antioch and Lystra Paul was treated quite severely, but the blame is laid entirely on the Jews and the magistrates are not mentioned.  Acts 13:50, 14:19

10. The clerk of the city of Ephesus was not a Roman official but, as the most important officer of the capital of that province, he was in closer relationship with Roman policy than ordinary city magistrates.  Acts 19:37-41

11. He pointedly acquitted Paul of any treasonable designs against the State or against the established order of his city and challenged the rioters to bring their charges against Paul in the proper Roman forum.

12. The Asiarchs, who were officials of the province, and part of the Roman political system, were friendly toward Paul and demonstrated special care to secure his safety in a difficult time.  Acts 19:30-31

13. The magistrates of ordinary Greek cities were not so favorable to Paul, at Iconium that took an active part against him, in Thessalonica they expelled him from the city as a cause of disorder.  Acts 14:5, 17:6-10

14. In Athens, the great center or human knowledge and learning, the Areopagus was contemptuous and basically undecided about Paul and his message.  Acts 17:18,32

15. With such a disparate number of attitudes about Paul, the favorable disposition of Roman officials is made more prominent.

16. As we approach the end of Luke’s work, it becomes very evident that the Imperial officers of Rome are represented as Paul’s only safeguard from the Jews, and their friendly disposition is emphasized.

17. Even Felix, one of the worst of the Roman officials we will observe, is somewhat affected by Paul’s teaching and, on the whole protects Paul, although his sordid motives are not concealed.  Acts 24:22-26

18. Festus is described as just and fair toward Paul; he finds in him nothing worthy of death and had great difficulty in discerning any definite charge against him that he could report when sending him for trial before the supreme court of the Empire.  Acts 25:24-27

19. The inferior officials, from the commander Claudius Lysias, to the centurion Julius, are represented as very friendly; doing nothing that could be construed as hostile to Paul’s interests.  Acts 23:26-30, 27:1-3
20. It should be evident that out of all the things Luke might choose to record he elects to emphasize the friendliness of Roman officials and focuses on their repeated statements that Paul was innocent in the eyes of Roman law and policy.
21. When we compare the other gospel historians and their treatment of the same subject, it is evident that Luke is much more careful to emphasize the relationship between Christianity and the Roman government.
22. He alone records the attempt made by the Jews to implicate Jesus in criminal practices against the Roman Empire and the emphatic triple pronouncement by Pilate that acquitted Him of all fault.  Lk. 23:2-4,14,22
23. We conclude that the large amount of space that Luke has and will devote to the trial of Paul in its various stages before Roman tribunals is conceived by Luke to be a critical and important stage in the development of Christianity and the church.
24. Some have questioned whether or not Luke is justified in attaching such importance to this stage in the development of Christianity but the case of Paul, which was eventually tried before the supreme court, must be regarded as a binding precedent until someone of Imperial authority overrides it.
25. If such a case came before the highest court of Rome, there must have been an authoritative conclusion and final judgment must have been rendered on the issues involved.
26. Further, it should be obvious that the importance of the trial of Paul (and in effect, Christianity) is intelligible only if Paul was acquitted.
27. Proof of his acquittal and eventual freedom is found in the existence of the Pastoral Epistles, since they betray historical details that are not consistent with Paul’s work or travel before his imprisonment and trial.  ITim. 1:3; Tit. 1:5, 3:12

28. Therefore, if we conclude that Paul was acquitted, this was a victory for the gospel and the right to proclaim Christianity; it was really a charter of religious liberty that existed until the time of a change in Imperial policy by Nero.

29. Some have suggested that the Greek of Acts 1:1 allows for a series of three volumes, the third dealing with the ultimate acquittal and subsequent life of Paul, but this is not conclusive and there certainly is not an extant third volume.

30. What we do have in Acts is the fact that Christianity had come into contact with Roman policy at various levels, up to and including their supreme court, and was vindicated legally each time.

24:1 And after five days the high priest Ananias came down with some elders, with a certain attorney named Tertullus; and they brought charges to the governor against Paul.  {de, (cc)--meta, (pa)--pe,nte (a-caf-p)--h`me,ra (n-af-p)--o` avrciereu,j (n-nm-s)--~Anani,aj (n-nm-s)--katabai,nw (viaa--3s)--. meta, (pg)--presbu,teroj (ap-gm-p)--ti.j (a-igm-p)--kai, (cc)--ti.j (a-igm-s) a certain--r`h,twr (n-gm-s) 1X, an orator or public speaker, here an attorney or lawyer--Te,rtulloj (n-gm-s)--o[stij (aprnm-p) who were, such a kind as--evmfani,zw (viaa--3p) 10X, lit.to make visible, to show or manifest, here to make clear the charges--o` h`gemw,n (n-dm-s)--kata, (pg)--o` Pau/loj (n-gm-s)}

24:2 And after Paul had been summoned, Tertullus began to accuse him, saying to the governor, "Since we have through you attained much peace, and since by your providence reforms are being carried out for this nation,  {de, (ch)--kale,w (vpapgm-s) after they had called--auvto,j (npgm3s) Paul--o` Te,rtulloj (n-nm-s)--a;rcw (viam--3s) in middle voice, to begin or start someth.--kathgore,w (vnpa) comp. infin.--le,gw (vppanm-s)--tugca,nw (vppanm1p) conditional, if or since, lit. to hit a target, as with an arrow, with genitive to experience someth., to happen--polu,j (a--gf-s)--eivrh,nh (n-gf-s)--dia, (pg)--su, (npg-2s)--kai, (cc)--dia, (pg)--h` pro,noia (n-gf-s) 2X, lit. to think about before, to have foresight--so,j (a--gf2s)--dio,rqwma (n-gn-p) 1X, the result of having corrected a bad situation, improvements or reforms--gi,nomai (vppngn-p) are becoming, are taking place--to. e;qnoj (n-dn-s)--ou-toj (a-ddn-s)}

24:3 we acknowledge this in every way and everywhere, most excellent Felix, with all thankfulness. {te, (cc+)--avpode,comai (vipn--1p) to welcome or receive, to be content with what someone has done, to acknowledge or offer praise--pa,nth| (ab) 1X, in every way, altogether--kai, (cc)--pantacou/ (ab) 7X, everywhere, in all directions--kra,tistoj (a-svm-s)--Fh/lix (n-vm-s)--meta, (pg)--pa/j (a--gf-s)--euvcaristi,a (n-gf-s) with every gratitude, with all gratefulness}
24:4 "But, that I may not weary you any further, I beg you to grant us, by your kindness, a brief hearing. {de, (cc)--i[na (cs+) mh, (qn) except or unless--evgko,ptw (vspa--1s)  5X, lit. to cut into, to waste time, to hinder or impede any further reforms--su, (npa-2s)--evpi, (pa)--polu,j (apman-s) any further or any longer than necessary--parakale,w (vipa--1s) I exhort or encourage--su, (npa-2s)--avkou,w (vnaa) comp. infin. to hear or listen--evgw, (npg-1p)--sunto,mwj (ab) 2X, in a short time, briefly--so,j (a--df2s) h` evpiei,keia (n-df-s) 2X, the quality of gentleness or graciousness, patience with people.  Lit. I urge you to hear us briefly, with your patience}
24:5 "For we have found this man a real pest and a fellow who stirs up dissension among all the Jews throughout the world, and a ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes.  {ga,r (cs)--eu`ri,skw (vpaanm1p) after having found--o` avnh,r (n-am-s)--ou-toj (a-dam-s)--loimo,j (a--am-s) 2X, here and Luke 21:11, that which is harmful or dangerous to the public, a pest or plague, an epidemic--kai, (cc)--kine,w (vppaam-s) 8X, to put something in motion, to move to action, to arouse or stir up--sta,sij (n-af-p) defiance of authority, open rebellion or revolt, insurrection--pa/j (a--dm-p)--o` VIoudai/oj (ap-dm-p)--o` (ddmp) those--kata, (pa)--h` oivkoume,nh (n-af-s) the Roman Empire--te, (cc)--prwtosta,thj (n-am-s) 1X, one stationed in the first row, a leader, here negatively for a ringleader—

h` ai[resij (n-gf-s) 9X, lit. a choice or option, a group or sect characterized by loyalty to a certain set of doctrines, here used in the sense of cult, a heretical sect--o` Nazwrai/oj (n-gm-p)} 

24:6 "And he even tried to desecrate the temple; and then we arrested him. {And we wanted to judge him according to our own Law.  {o[j (aprnm-s) "whom", and he--kai, (ab) ascensive, most notable example--peira,zw (viaa--3s) to make an attempt, to try--bebhlo,w (vnaa) comp. infin. to disregard what is holy, to ritually defile by bringing in a Gentile--to. i`ero,j (ap-an-s)--o[j (apram-s) whom--kai, (ab) also--krate,w (viaa--1p) to take hold of, to seize, to arrest}

24:7 "But Lysias the commander came along, and with much violence took him out of our hands,

24:8 ordering his accusers to come before you.} And by examining him yourself concerning all these matters, you will be able to ascertain the things of which we accuse him. "  {Note that the text of verse 6-8 is spurious, added later in a clumsy attempt to fill in the story, some consider the text to be genuine, thinking Tertullus is attempting to prejudice Felix against Lysias---para, (pg)--o[j (aprgm-s) lit. from whom--avnakri,nw (vpaanm2s) to examine or study carefully, to fully investigate--auvto,j (npnm2s) yourself--du,namai (vifd--2s)--evpiginw,skw (vnaa) to fully understand, comp. infin.--peri, (pg)-- pa/j (a--gn-p)--ou-toj (apdgn-p)--o[j (aprgn-p) of which--evgw, (npn-1p) we ourselves, identifying himself with the Jews he represented--kathgore,w (vipa--1p) to bring charges against, to accuse in a legal setting--auvto,j (npgm3s)}
24:9 And the Jews also joined in the attack, asserting that these things were so.  {de, (cc)--o` VIoudai/oj (ap-nm-p)--kai, (ab) also--sunepiti,qhmi (viam--3p) 1X, triple compound, to join together in an attack--fa,skw (vppanm-p) 3X, to speak about something with confidence and certainty, to assert--ou-toj (apdan-p)--e;cw (vnpa) lit. to have, to be--ou[tw (ab) thus or so}

Exposition vs. 1-9

1. Chapter 24 begins with a chronological note that moves us forward five days from the last day mentioned in Acts 23:32, which was Monday, June 4, 57 AD.

2. It makes sense to conclude that Claudius Lysias had not informed the Jews about the transfer of Paul to the provincial capital until the day after he departed.

3. Therefore, Paul was almost to Caesarea, or possibly had arrived, when the Jews were finding out that the case had been referred to Felix.

4. Allowing them two days to make the trip, they must have spent the rest of Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday formulating their strategy and preparing for the trip to Caesarea.

5. This deputation from the Sanhedrin, led by the high priest Ananias, arrived in Caesarea and brought their charges against Paul to Felix on Friday, June 8, 57 AD.

6. Further, we would suspect that the deputation did not contain any Pharisees (due to the success of Paul’s ploy in dividing the Sanhedrin) and Ananias and the Sadducees take the lead in the prosecution of Paul.

7. A professional orator accompanied them; a hired lawyer named Tertullus.

8. Commentators are divided on the question of whether or not Tertullus was a Roman lawyer or a Hellenistic Jew that represented the Sanhedrin, but the point is of little consequence.

9. It does make some sense to suspect that he would be a Roman lawyer since the Jews likely recognized that they had no real legal grounds against Paul and would have hired the best lawyer they could get.

10. Absent from the group that arrived in Caesarea were the Asian Jews that had prompted the Temple riot with their false accusations against Paul.

11. It is likely that they were there for Pentecost and, once they had discharged their religious duties in Jerusalem, had returned to their native land.

12. This makes one wonder about the sense of the Jews in proceeding with a case in which the primary witnesses were absent.

13. There is also the possibility that the Jews knew by now that the charges against Paul could not be substantiated but proceeded in spite of the fact that they were in a very awkward position.

14. Therefore, it seems that as weak as their position was they would seek to get a lawyer that would carry some weight in a Roman court.

15. It must be recognized that the Jews did not want Paul to be tried on some minor charge and, even if he was convicted, be imprisoned for his crimes; they wanted him dead.

16. They knew, at this point, that Roman power had interceded for Paul and was devoted to providing due process for a citizen of the Empire.

17. While the Jews would have delighted in a trial for treason and the imposition of the death penalty, they knew that their case would not support such an outcome.

18. Consequently, they really did not want Felix to try Paul at all, but wanted him to hand him back over to them so he could stand trial in Jerusalem, allowing the conspirators to kill Paul before that ever happened.

19. Tertullus is not a fool, he knows that he does not have much to work with and that there is no basis in Roman law for their hope of a capital conviction.

20. He begins his speech before the court in the customary fashion of that time, beginning with a flowery and flattering introduction.

21. He speaks of Felix as a very wise and benevolent leader that exercised great foresight and had skillfully brought peace and real progress to the Jewish nation.

22. However, the words are hypocritical and dishonest; Felix was not a man of peace and the Jews did not have any high regard for him.

23. Many Jews would have been shocked to hear the mouthpiece of the high priest attributing a long period of peace to Felix since the governor’s frequent displays of ferocity and cruelty were well known.

24. On the other hand, there was some truth to the compliment since he had restored tranquility to the country when it had been disturbed by hordes of robbers, and later by organized bands of assassins.

25. As for the reforms, Tacitus declares that Felix had secretly encouraged bandits and shared the plunder with them, a fact that the Jews eventually made known to Nero, resulting in the recall of Felix in 59 AD.

26. Whether or not Felix was a man of peace, his duty was to keep the peace in that region, something for which he was accountable to Rome.

27. If Paul was a troublemaker, as they imply, and a one who disturbed the peace, Felix would find his job much easier if Paul was not present.

28. Thus, they suggest, that Paul should be turned back over to them to be dealt with by the Jewish legal system, ridding Felix of this responsibility.

29. Tertullus states in verse three that the Jews are very well aware of their good fortune in having Felix as a leader and this was something for which they were constantly grateful.

30. In verse 4, Tertullus continues his flattering “campaign speech for the Reform Governor of Judea” with the customary promise to be brief, an attempt to secure the good will of the judge for the attorney at the outset.

31. He continues his obsequious speech with another compliment to Felix about his gentle and lenient nature, characterizing him as a fair man that made reasonable concessions.  Greek evpiei,keia (epieikeia)

32. The charges outlined against Paul contained three specifications: first, with inciting the Jews to sedition; second, with being a ringleader in the cult of the Nazarenes; third, with profaning the Temple.

33. The charges move from the general to the more specific but Paul is characterized as being a blight on society, using the term loimo,n (loimon), which means a pest, plague or pestilence.

34. The first of these charges would have been serious enough if it could be shown to have any substance.

35. This same charge, or something very similar to it, long continued to be leveled against those that proclaimed Christianity, and is one of the prime motives of Luke in writing this history to demonstrate that there was no truth to it.

36. Competent and impartial judges had repeatedly confirmed the innocence of the Christian movement and the advocates of Christianity under Roman law.

37. While there were subversive elements operating in Jewish communities at that time, with political tendencies to revolution that were described as messianic; this was not the real nature of Christianity.

38. The charge is really a distortion of the eschatology of the church; a belief in the fact that Jesus is the King of another kingdom.

39. While Christians believe that Jesus is the only King, ruling over a kingdom that will ultimately dominate the world scene, it does not follow that they advocate revolution against the Establishment chain of command.

40. In fact, throughout the gospels and the epistles of the New Testament there is the consistent teaching that believers are to subject themselves to the authority of those in positions of earthly power.  Matt. 17:24-27; Rom. 13:1ff; IPet. 2:13ff

41. The second charge is that Paul was a ringleader in the cult of the Nazarenes, and was likely designed to convey the fact that this sect was an unauthorized religion, promoting the political/military overthrow of Rome.

42. The third charge of attempting to desecrate or profane the Temple attempts to argue for the right of the Jews to impose capital punishment on Paul, something that Rome already sanctioned.

43. During the reign of Felix over Judea, he had repeatedly crucified the leaders of various uprisings and had killed many of their followers for disturbing the Pax Romana, the Roman peace.

44. It appears that Tertullus’ and the Jews with him were attempting to put Paul on the same level as these revolutionaries with the hope that Felix would not have any real knowledge of the case and act in his customary fashion, based strictly on their testimony.

45. The text beginning at the end of verse six and continuing through the first part of verse eight is bracketed, and rightly so since it receives the lowest marks as being genuine.

46. The purpose of the insertion is to express the fact that the Jews believed Paul to be their prisoner, taken from them in an illegal act by Lysias, and should be returned to their jurisdiction.

47. However, the insertion makes the relative pronoun at the beginning of verse eight refer to Lysias and not to Paul as it would otherwise.

48. Their account of the incidents in Jerusalem would then run along these lines:
“We knew that Paul was a trouble-maker, and so we kept our eyes on him. We saw him attempting to desecrate the temple, and, fortunately, were able to stop him before he succeeded in this horrible task. {Incidentally, Paul seeks Roman protection, not only claiming to be a Roman citizen, but claiming to be a Jew. In reality, he does not hold to the Judaism of our nation or of our fathers, and thus he should not be protected in the conduct and propagation of his cultic religion.} We wanted to bring Paul to trial and to justice, but Claudius Lysias, your commanding officer in Jerusalem, violently intervened. Using excessive force, he kept us from bringing Paul to justice by seizing him from us (injuring some in the process). We are here, not because we think that you need to try Paul’s case, but because we believe you will agree with us that we should be given jurisdiction in this case. If you will turn Paul over to us, we assure you that we will bring this man to justice, and at the same time rid you of a major problem. We know you will be ever grateful to us for this.”

49. Tertullus closes his charges against Paul with a statement further designed to appeal to the vanity of Felix.

50. He flatters him by saying he is very confident that Felix will be able to listen to Paul and come to the conclusion that all he is suggesting here is true.

51. This is a rather odd procedure for Tertullus to suggest since is seems evident that the defendant would deny the charges and not incriminate himself as the lawyer suggests he will.

52. The Jews were obviously quite agitated by this time and chomping at the bit to get Paul returned to their jurisdiction.

53. They could not keep their mouths shut any longer and exploded into a verbal frenzy, joining in on the attack against Paul, proclaiming that everything Tertullus had said was true.

54. This was designed to intimidate the court into rendering a verdict immediately and returning the prisoner to Jewish authorities.

55. This may well have been a tactic to coerce immediate action by Felix since they recognized that their charges had not been substantiated with any proof, and they did not want to give him time to consider that fact.

56. Their case was weak, consisting of general allegations of misconduct elsewhere and no eye-witnesses to their charges.

57. The best they can do is point to what they considered to be an imminent threat of the temple being desecrated, yet that offense had not taken place according to them.

58. They audaciously suggest that Felix will find sufficient evidence from Paul’s testimony although under both Roman and Jewish law the prisoner is not required to testify against himself; as our fifth amendment states.

24:10 And when the governor had nodded for him to speak, Paul responded: "Knowing that for many years you have been a judge to this nation, I cheerfully make my defense,  {te, (ch)--o` h`gemw,n (n-gm-s)--neu,w (vpaagm-s) 2X, to signal someone by a nod or gesture--auvto,j (npdm3s)--le,gw (vnpa)--o` Pau/loj (n-nm-s)--avpokri,nomai (viao--3s)--evpi,stamai (vppnnm1s) to recognize or comprehend, to be acquainted with--evk (pg)--polu,j (a--gn-p)--e;toj (n-gn-p)--su, (npa-2s)--eivmi, (vppaam2s)--krith,j (n-am-s)--to. e;qnoj (n-dn-s)--ou-toj (a-ddn-s)--euvqu,mwj (ab) 1X, lit. to be of good spirit, to be encouraged or cheerfully--avpologe,omai (vipn--1s) 10X, to speak in defense of someth. or someone--to. (danp+) peri, (pg)--evmautou/ (npgm1s)}
24:11 since you can take note of the fact that no more than twelve days ago I went up to Jerusalem to worship.  {su, (npg-2s)--du,namai (vppngm2s) being able, since you are able--evpiginw,skw (vnaa) to recognize or figure out, comp. infin.--o[ti (cc) indir.disc.--ouv (qn)--polu,j (a-mnf-p) many or more--h`me,ra (n-nf-p)--dw,deka (apcgf-p)--eivmi, (vipa--3p)--evgw, (npd-1s)--avpo, (pg)--o[j (-aprgf-s)--avnabai,nw (viaa--1s)--eivj (pa)--~Ieroso,luma (n-af-s)--proskune,w (vpfanm1s) future part. of purpose}
24:12 "And neither in the temple, nor in the synagogues, nor in the city itself did they find me carrying on a discussion with anyone or causing a riot.  {kai, (cc)--ou;te (cc)--evn (pd)--to. i`ero,j (ap-dn-s)--ou;te (cc)--evn (pd)--h` sunagwgh, (n-df-p)--ou;te (cc)--kata, (pa)--h` po,lij(n-af-s)--eu`ri,skw (viaa--3p)--evgw, (npa-1s)--diale,gomai (vppnam1s) to talk through, to have a discussion, in a bad sense, to argue or debate--pro,j (pa)--ti.j (apiam-s) anyone--h; (cc)--poie,w (vppaam1s) doing, causing--evpi,stasij (n-af-s) 2X, to make an onset, to rush, here for the rushing of a crowd--o;cloj (n-gm-s)}   

24:13 "Nor can they prove to you the charges of which they now accuse me.  {ouvde, (cc)--du,namai (vipn--3p)--pari,sthmi (vnaa) comp. infin. lit. to stand alongside, legally to prove a case--so,j (npd-2s)-- peri, (pg)--o[j (-aprgn-p)--nuni, (ab)--kathgore,w (vipa--3p) keep on charging or accusing--evgw, (npg-1s)}

24:14 "But this I admit to you, that according to the Way which they call a sect I do serve the God of ours, believing everything that is in accordance with the Law, and that is written in the Prophets;  {de, (ch)--ou-toj (apdan-s)--o`mologe,w (vipa--1s)--so,j (npd-2s)--o[ti (abr) indir. disc.--kata, (pa)--h` o`do,j (n-af-s)--o[j (apraf-s)--le,gw (vipa--3p)--ai[resij (n-af-s) a sect, a cult--ou[tw (ab) in this way, according to the doctrines of Christianity--latreu,w (vipa--1s) to perform religious service as a part or means of worship--o` qeo,j (n-dm-s)--patrw/|oj (a--dm-s)--pisteu,w (vppanm1s)--pa/j (a--dn-p)-- o` (ddnp+) the ones, the things--kata, (pa)--o` no,moj (n-am-s)--kai, (cc)--o` (ddnp+) the things--gra,fw (vprpdn-p)--evn (pd)--h` profh,thj (n-dm-p)} 

24:15 having a hope in God, which these men cherish themselves, that there shall certainly be a resurrection of both the righteous and the wicked.  {e;cw (vppanm1s)--evlpi,j (n-af-s) hope or confidence--eivj (pa)--o` qeo,j (n-am-s)--o[j (apraf-s) which hope--ou-toj (apdnm-p)--kai, (ab)--auvto,j (npnm3p)--prosde,comai (vipn--3p) receive, welcome, expect, look for, wait for--avna,stasij (n-af-s) me,llw (vnpa+) complements the noun hope or confidence, "having a hope that.." indir. assertion--eivmi, (+vnfd)--te, (cc+)--di,kaioj (ap-gm-p)--kai, (cc)--a;dikoj (ap-gm-p) unrighteous, wicked}
24:16 "In view of this, I also do my best to maintain always a blameless conscience both before God and before men.  {evn (pd)--ou-toj (apddn-s)--auvto,j (npnm1s)--kai, (ab) also--avske,w (vipa--1s) 1X, to engage in or practice something, with infin. following, to do one's best, to strive--e;cw (vnpa)--dia, (pg)--pa/j (ap-gn-s) this phrase used 11X, continually, constantly--avpro,skopoj (a--af-s) 3X, not stumbling or tripping over something--sunei,dhsij (n-af-s) a conscience that is not tripping me up--pro,j (pa)--o` qeo,j (n-am-s)--kai, (cc)--o` a;nqrwpoj (n-am-p)} 

Exposition vs. 10-16

1. Rather than examining Paul, as Tertullus had suggested he do, Felix decides to let the prisoner speak for himself.

2. As one very familiar with his position and the power he held, Felix does not even speak to Paul but merely nods at him, signaling him to proceed in his own defense.

3. Paul quickly responds, acting as his own attorney.

4. Some have suggested that Luke includes this to emphasize the rhetorical abilities of Paul, as well as emphasizing the fact that an innocent man does not need any lawyer.

5. While both things are true, it seems more likely that the Jews had an attorney since he represented a group, whereas an individual could easily represent himself.

6. Paul begins, as his adversary had, with a brief statement complimenting Felix—although shorter and more accurate than the one uttered by Tertullus.

7. Felix had been in contact with the Jewish nation for some time, having been appointed by Claudius and reconfirmed in his post by Nero.

8. He worked first in Samaria under Ventidius Cumanus, in a subordinate post and was then appointed governor of the entire province of Judea from 52-60 AD.

9. Paul acknowledges that someone that has been in government work for some time was in a position to know the situation as it was and to understand the case that was before him.

10. This provided Paul with ability to truthfully tell Felix that he could make his defense readily, recognizing that he was not dealing with a legal novice.

11. Paul’s speech contains a distinct reply to each of the charges that Tertullus had leveled against him.

12. In answer to the charge of stirring up sedition among the Jews, Paul points out that he had only arrived in Jerusalem some twelve days before.

13. Since he had waited five days in Caesarea, and since it had taken one day to travel there, and Claudius Lysias for had held him in custody a little more than three days, this left very little time to start an insurrection.

14. Since he had actually been in Jerusalem such a brief time and since events would have still been fresh in people’s minds, there would be no problem in obtaining evidence of his wrongdoing, if it existed.

15. Paul states that his specific motive in going to Jerusalem in the first place was to incite others to rebellion, but to worship.
16. He points out that his accusers could hardly charge him with being the ringleader of any sedition, for he was alone when they arrested him in the Temple.

17. His conduct was such that they could not document one instance in which he was engaged in any sort of public debate or dispute in the Temple, in any of the synagogues, or in any part of the city.

18. If their general charges about his conduct among all the Jews throughout the world were true, they certainly were not corroborated by his conduct in the city of Jerusalem.

19. Paul’s categorical denials of their charges form a decided contrast to the generalities of Tertullus’ accusations.

20. While his enemies could level any number of charges against him, Paul flatly informs Felix that there is no truth to the things they say and they cannot substantiate them.

21. Since that is the case, it should be evident to all present that the charges should be dismissed and the prisoner released.

22. Unfortunately, Felix will not do the correct thing.

23. Concerning their second charge about being a ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes, Paul acknowledges that he does worship God according to the Way.
24. Their view is that Paul is a member of, and a driving force in, something that they consider as a religious cult.

25. They suggested that Paul practiced a form of religion that was incompatible with Judaism and that was the reason that his ministry was so volatile and ended up with these violent confrontations.

26. The Jews continued to disown any relationship to Christianity and continued to portray Paul as anti-Semitic.

27. Paul had no problem in publicly proclaiming to the court exactly what he did: he worshipped the ancestral God of the Jews (as he had every freedom to do under Roman law) according to the true Way.

28. Paul claims to be a servant of God, rendering service in accordance with everything that is in accordance with the Law and that is written in the Prophets.
29. His claim is that he has not deviated from the ancestral faith of Israel, he is functioning along the same lines of worship as those who served God in the Old Testament.

30. At this time this was all the scripture the Jews possessed and should have been the basis for their faith and practice; a fact Paul claims for himself.

31. Paul infers that Christianity is not some sect or cult; it is not a deviation from Judaism but the fulfillment of it.

32. He confirms the claim that he made before the Sanhedrin that he is a spiritual Pharisee in the truest sense of the word, holding to the Law and the Prophets: a rather curious heretic, don’t you think?

33. He claims a hope, or confidence, in god that there will come a great day of reckoning, a day in which God will raise the righteous and the wicked and judge them.

34. He does not go into detail regarding the nature, number or order of the resurrections since it is not germane to the issue before Felix.

35. He implies that those charging him with belonging to a cult believe the same thing about the scriptures and future resurrection.

36. It is curious that Paul would attribute this to the Sadducees before him since he knew they did not embrace such a confidence.  Acts 23:8

37. His argument is that this is part of the Hebrew scriptures and that, even if these men did not believe it, this was an accepted part of Jewish orthodoxy.  Dan. 12:2ff

38. This had to make Ananias and his group even more angry that Paul implied that he was orthodox, and those present that did not believe as he did were the heretics!

39. While a similar statement had served to divide the Sanhedrin in Jerusalem, the Sadducees could not allow themselves to vent their frustration here and risk losing their case by debating this point.

40. Almost every interpreter has noted that this is the only place in the New Testament that Paul explicitly declares that he believes in a resurrection of all kinds of men.

41. Other passages teach the resurrection of believers, the righteous.  ICor. 15:22ff; IThess. 4:13ff

42. Other passages in the New Testament speak to this issue and indicate that all men will be raised up following their physical death to face God.  Jn. 5:28-29; Rev. 20:12-15

43. The doctrine that those who believe in Christ will be rewarded with resurrection and those who fail to believe will not, but are put into a state of soul-sleep is absolutely wrong.

44. Paul’s confidence in this doctrine of the resurrection of the dead and future judgment, knowing that he would be called to account for his deeds in the body, led him to strive to maintain a clear conscience before God and before men.

45. The term Paul uses avske,w (askeo) first meant to work in various materials to fashion something, then to adorn by art, then to drill.
46. Our word ascetic comes from this root, denoting one that seeks to gain piety by severe hardship and strenuous treatment of the body.
47. Paul admits to being the equal of his accusers in his efforts to please God, stating that his attempt to live a conscientious life was done always.

48. Paul recognized the importance and value of a clear conscience toward God and men and so worked diligently to do the right thing on every occasion.
49. The term blameless, Greek avpro,skopoj (aproskopos) is a negation of the term that means to cut or stumble against and is translated by one man as void of offence.

50. This had to further provoke Ananias and those with him since they knew that they did not live life in this manner and this same type of statement had provoked him to have Paul slapped on a previous occasion.
51. Again, Paul is not claiming to be sinless; he is claiming that his knowledge of the future resurrection and judgment causes him to love God and love his neighbor as himself.
24:17 "Now after several years I came to bring alms to my nation and to present offerings;  {de, (cc)--dia, (pg)--e;toj (n-gn-p)--polu,j (a-mgn-p) lit. through many years, used of a duration of time or an interval, "after many years"--poie,w (vpfanm1s) fut. part. of purpose, to do, to present—
evlehmosu,nh (n-af-p) giving to those in need as an act of mercy, donations to the poor--eivj (pa)--to. e;qnoj (n-an-s)--evgw, (npg-1s)--kai, (cc) "also"--paragi,nomai (viad--1s) presenting--prosfora, (n-af-p) 9X, 2X, by Paul the rest in Acts/Heb. offerings or sacrifices}

24:18 in which they found me occupied in the temple, having been purified, without any crowd or uproar. But there were certain Jews from Asia--  {evn (pd)--o[j (aprdf-p) in the act of making offerings or sacrifices--eu`ri,skw (viaa--3p)--evgw, (npa-1s)--evn (pd)--to. i`ero,j (ap-dn-s)--a`gni,zw (vprpam1s) lit. having been ceremonially cleansed and still being ritually clean, in no violation of the Jewish ceremonial code--ouv (qn)--meta, (pg)--o;cloj (n-gm-s)--ouvde, (cc)--meta, (pg)--qo,ruboj (n-gm-s) 7X, a commotion, a clamor, confusion or tumult--de, (cs)--ti.j (a-inm-p)--avpo, (pg)--h` VAsi,a (n-gf-s)--VIoudai/oj (ap-nm-p)}

24:19 who ought to have been present before you, and to make accusation, if they should have anything against me.  {o[j (apram-p)--dei/ (viia--3s) it is necessary, ought--pa,reimi (vnpa) to be alongside, comp.infin.--evpi, (pg)--su, (npg-2s)--kai, (cc)--kathgore,w (vnpa) comp.infin. goes with dei above, to make charges or accusations--eiv (cs)--e;cw (vopa--3p) part of a mixed condition, this phrase is 4th class, little likelihood of being true or fulfilled, the conclusion is second class, they should be here..but they are not--ti.j (apian-s)--pro,j (pa)--evgw, (npa-1s)}

24:20 "Or else let these men themselves tell what misdeed they found when I stood before the Council,  {h; (cc) or, or else--ou-toj (apdnm-p) these men--auvto,j (npnm3p) themselves--ei=pon (vmaa--3p)--ti,j (a-tan-s)--avdi,khma (n-an-s) 3X, an act of deliberate wrongdoing, a crime--eu`ri,skw (viaa--3p)--i[sthmi (vpaagm1s) when I stood--evgw, (npg-1s)--evpi, (pg)--to. sune,drion (n-gn-s)}
24:21 other than for this one statement which I shouted out while standing among them, 'For the resurrection of the dead I am on trial before you today.' "  {h; (cs) or, other than--peri, (pg) concerning--ou-toj (a-dgf-s)--ei-j (a-cgf-s)--fwnh, (n-gf-s) sound or voice, statement--o[j (aprgf-s)--kra,zw (viaa--1s)--i[sthmi (vpranm1s) when or while standing--evn (pd)--auvto,j (npdm3p)--o[ti (abr) indir. disc.--peri, (pg)--avna,stasij (n-gf-s)--nekro,j (ap-gm-p)--evgw, (npn-1s) emphatic, I myself--kri,nw (vipp--1s) am being judged--evpi, (pg)--su, (npg-2p)--sh,meron (ab)}

Exposition vs. 17-21

1. Paul continues his defense before Felix, moving to the incident that brought them to this point—his arrest in Jerusalem.

2. He points out that he had not been in Jerusalem for some time, employing a phrase that indicates a passage of a number of years.

3. Paul had gone to Jerusalem in Acts 18:22 at the conclusion of the second missionary journey (52 AD) and had not returned for some five years.

4. He moves point by point through the events of the few days that he had been in Jerusalem, explaining exactly what he did and what happened to him.

5. The purpose of his return visit to Jerusalem was not to stir up trouble or attack Judaism and its institutions, but to bring alms to his own people and present offerings prescribed by Jewish law.

6. The alms, or financial gifts, were the collection that he had been working on for some time and had been provided by the Gentile churches where Paul had ministered.

7. What he did was not consistent with the actions of a revolutionary, anti-establishment, anti-Jew, but were the very things that a true Jew would be doing on a pilgrimage to the capital.

8. Paul had spent much of his time in the temple, not by seeking to desecrate it, but involved in ritual cleansing for himself and for other Jews that lived in Jerusalem.

9. Therefore, Paul’s troubles and arrest in Jerusalem did not stem from violating civil laws; it came as a result of Divine discipline for his failure as an apostle to the Gentiles.

10. He alleges that when the Jews came upon him to arrest him that he was quietly going about his business in the temple, in a state of ritual purity.

11. There was no group with him, nor was he attempting to incite anyone that may have been present.

12. The crown and tumult that were absent was strictly the result of the work of the Jews from Asia.

13. What had happened was that some Jews from Asia--, but Paul breaks off his thought in midstream and does not complete the original sentence, a literary device known as anacoluthon.

14. Paul does not go on to speak of what they claimed he had done or what he had actually done.

15. These Jews from Asia the only witnesses of his alleged misconduct and they had disappeared.

16. His implication is that they are not present because they know that there is nothing to the charges they made against him.

17. Here, Paul stood on solid ground in making a technical objection to the case against him since Roman law did not like persons that made accusations and then failed to carry them through in court.

18. Roman law imposed heavy penalties on accusers that abandoned their charges (Latin, destitutio—a forsaking), and the disappearance of accusers often meant the withdrawal of a charge

19. Those men that were present before Felix had not witnessed any crime, real or imagined, and were not in a position to offer testimony.

20. The absence of the men that had seen the “crime” suggested that they had nothing against him that would stand up in a Roman court of law.

21. The fact that they were not there and there was no direct testimony against Paul for his alleged, illegal activities demanded that the case be thrown out of court.

22. Paul continues to press his point by telling Felix that he should make those who were present before him explain exactly what sort of crime that they witnessed when he was in their court.

23. When he was tried before the Sanhedrin, there was no evidence that any specific charge was even leveled against Paul.

24. He acknowledges that the one thing they could accuse him of that was true was the very heinous offense of declaring that he believed, along with most Jews by the way, in the resurrection of the dead.

25. Some have seen in these words an admission that Paul believed his actions before the Sanhedrin were wrong and he now confesses this.

26. I do not think that is the case, but Paul certainly had some time to reflect on his actions and probably had realized that he was operating out of fellowship that day.

27. This point is made to Felix, and presented in an ironical form, to show him that the real reason that the Sadducees were prosecuting Paul was a theological, party jealousy.

28. If this is all based on a theological difference, which Paul implies it was, it was quite outside the competence of a Roman court to condemn a man for what was considered to be religious heresy.

24:22 But Felix, having a more exact knowledge about the Way, put them off, saying, "When Lysias the commander comes down, I will decide your case."  {de, (ch)--o` Fh/lix (n-nm-s)--oi=da (vpranm-s) knowing--avkribh,j (abm) comparative adverb, more accurately or precisely--to. (danp+) peri, (pg)--h` o`do,j (n-gf-s)--avnaba,llw (viam--3s) 1X, to stop a court proceeding, to adjourn--auvto,j (npam3p)--ei=pon (vpaanm-s) having said--o[tan (cs) when or whenever--Lusi,aj (n-nm-s)--o` cili,arcoj (n-nm-s)--katabai,nw (vsaa--3s)--diaginw,skw (vifd--1s) to examine thoroughly, to arrive at a conclusion or judgment--to. (danp+) kata, (pa)--su, (npa-2p) according to you all, the issues between Paul and the Jews}

24:23 And he gave orders to the centurion for him to be kept in custody and yet have some freedom, and not to prevent any of his friends from ministering to him.  {diata,ssw (vpamnm-s) to arrange carefully, to provide an order or instruction, having done this, so the Jews heard this as well--o` e`katonta,rchj (n-dm-s)--thre,w (vnpp) indir. disc., to keep in view, to watch--auvto,j (npam3s)--te, (cc)--e;cw (vnpa)--indir. disc. he ordered Paul to have--a;nesij (n-af-s) 5X, relief or ease, a relaxing of previous tension or pressure, more freedom than previously--kai, (cc)--kwlu,w (vnpa) indir. disc. to hinder, prevent or forbid--mhdei,j (apcam-s)--o` i;dioj (ap-gm-p) what belongs to one, his private friends, family, etc.--auvto,j (npgm3s)--u`phrete,w (vnpa) complements koluo--auvto,j (npdm3s)}

Exposition vs. 22-23

1. Felix appears to have enough information to accurately assess the case before him.

2. After spending a decade or more in Palestine and being married to a Jewish woman, who was a member of the Herod family, he had picked up enough information to be conversant about the Way.
3. Further, Caesarea had become the home for Philip the evangelist and, by this time, there was almost certainly a church.  Acts 21:8

4. There also exists the possibility that the news from Corinth had spread through the empire that Gallio had ruled Christianity to be a religio licita as a branch of Judaism.

5. While Felix himself was not a believer, he could see that the Jewish charges against Paul were entirely religious in nature and had nothing to do political sedition or any violation of Roman law.

6. He knew perfectly well that the Sanhedrin with the help of their hired gun, Tertullus, had totally failed to make out a case against Paul.

7. He could have, and should have, released Paul at this point but likely did not do so due to a fear of offending the Jews and destroying the peace.

8. Being an experienced politician, Felix knew that the Jews could make trouble for him at Rome and that would be the last thing he wanted.

9. The death of Claudius, generally thought to have been planned and carried out by his wife Agrippina Minor, had secured for her son Lucius Domitius Ahenobarbus the place as emperor.

10. Before his death, Claudius, although he already had a son Britannicus, had adopted Lucius, who then changed his name to Nero Claudius Caesar.

11. Nero was the last Roman emperor that had any hereditary connection to Julius Caesar, and came to power at the minimum age allowed at the time, which was sixteen.

12. Britannicus did not assume the throne, although he was the rightful heir, since he was younger than Nero and not allowed to rule.

13. Since Nero became Caesar at a young age, he was greatly influenced in his early reign by Seneca, his tutor, and Sextus Afranius Burrus, the praetorian prefect, as well as his mother, Agrippina.

14. Some have suggested that a struggle developed between Agrippina against Seneca and Burrus for control of the young emperor.

15. At some point, Agrippina began to show favor to Britannicus, a legitimate heir and possible rival, so Britannicus’ murder was arranged.

16. Nero is traditionally portrayed as a dissolute character, something that is certainly evident in his early years as emperor.

17. He was attracted to Poppaea Sabina, who was first married to Rufrius Crispinus and then to Otho (a close friend of Nero), and this likely had some connection to the divorce, exile and murder of Nero’s first wife, Octavia, Claudius’ daughter.

18. Poppaea became his mistress in 58 AD and the next year Agrippina herself was murdered, with Nero’s knowledge.

19. When Nero ascended to power, Pallas (the brother of Felix) was still held in high regard in the Imperial court, but given the youth and uncertain nature of Nero, Felix would not want any reports being sent to Rome that might cast him in a bad light.

20. Tacitus states that Pallas was deposed by Nero in 55 AD and, if this is true, would have caused Felix to be even more careful of offending the Jews.  Annals 13.14
21. Things under his reign had deteriorated, and he had his hands full just attempting to keep the peace in his province.

22. Many of the robbers that plagued his reign were anti-Roman activists that would attack the houses of the rich men who submitted to Roman rule.

23. Also during Felix’ reign, false prophets were roaming throughout Judea, a prominent one being the Egyptian mentioned in Acts 21:38

24. Finally, there was a major altercation between Jews and Syrians in the capital of Caesarea, two groups that had long been in conflict.

25. Since Felix sided with the Syrians, he had killed and captured many Jews until some of the more levelheaded Jews went to him and asked that he stop.

26. The quarrels continued and he finally sent representatives of both groups to Nero to work it out verbally

27. While Felix’ administration was plagued with a number of problems, Tacitus writes that all the civil unrest in that region was caused by Felix, who “stimulated outbreaks by an injudicious use of discipline and force.”
28. Therefore, although Felix knew that Paul was guilty of no crime, he deferred to the Jews and left him in custody.

29. He claimed that he was waiting for Claudius Lysias to arrive, implying that he would have some needed information that would help him to decide the case.

30. The letter of Claudius Lysias had already informed Felix of that which he himself already knew quite well—Paul was accused over questions about their Law, but under no accusation deserving death or imprisonment.  Acts 23:29

31. From a Divine perspective, the will of God was for Paul to be in Rome and that will would be carried out indirectly through the Roman politicians and the opposition of the Jews.

32. Although Paul was being held against all common sense and Roman justice, Felix attempted to pacify him by providing that he should have a relatively large measure of freedom during his imprisonment.

33. Paul was under military custody, being placed in the charge of a soldier who was responsible for his safety.

34. Some have suggested that he was not chained to the soldier as he otherwise would have been and this is the freedom that Felix provided.

35. As a Roman citizen, Paul was allowed some extra freedom and permitted visits from his friends who could provide for his needs.

24:24 But some days later, Felix arrived with Drusilla, his wife who was a Jewess, and sent for Paul, and heard him speak about faith in Christ Jesus.  {de, (cc)--meta, (pa)--h`me,ra (n-af-p)--ti.j (a-iaf-p) used 4X in Acts, after some days, a few days--o` Fh/lix (n-nm-s)--paragi,nomai (vpadnm-s) having arrived--su,n (pd)--Drou,silla (n-df-s)--h` i;dioj (a--df-s)--gunh, (n-df-s) lit. his own wife--eivmi, (vppadf-s)--VIoudai/oj (a--df-s)--metape,mpomai (viad--3s) 8X, all in Acts, to send for or summon--o` Pau/loj (n-am-s)--kai,(cc)--avkou,w (viaa--3s)--auvto,j (npgm3s) Paul--peri, (pg)--h` pi,stij (n-gf-s)--eivj (pa)--Cristo,j VIhsou/j (n-am-s)}

24:25 And as he was discussing righteousness, self-control and the judgment to come, Felix became frightened and said, "Go away for the present, and when I find time, I will summon you."  {de, (ch)--auvto,j (npgm3s) he, Paul--diale,gomai (vppngm-s) to talk through, to discuss, temporal, while or when he was explaining--peri, (pg)--dikaiosu,nh (n-gf-s)--kai, (cc)--evgkra,teia (n-gf-s) 3X, lit. in power, under control, self control, Fribergs lexicon says especially related to sex--kai, (cc)--to. kri,ma (n-gn-s) the result of judging, the judgment or verdict rendered by God on each individual--to. (dgns+) me,llw (vppagn-s)--o` Fh/lix (n-nm-s)--gi,nomai (vpadnm-s)--e;mfoboj (a--nm-s) 5X, to be frightened or terrified, severe fear--avpokri,nomai (viao--3s)--poreu,omai (vmpn--2s)--to. (dans+)--nu/n (ab)--e;cw (vppaan-s) lit. proceed for the now having, for the present time, the time being--de, (cc)--metalamba,nw (vpaanm1s) when followed by accusative, to take later, here to have a later time or opportunity--kairo,j (n-am-s)-- metakale,w (vifm--1s) 4X, only in Acts, to summon for oneself--su, (npa-2s) I will call you for myself}

Exposition vs. 24-25

1. While Luke does not explicitly state it, we must assume that Claudius Lysias was eventually summoned to Caesarea and confirmed the facts that he had sent to Felix in his letter.

2. At some point, both Paul and his accusers must have figured out that Felix was not going to resolve this case.

3. Verse 24 begins with a general chronological note that merely indicates the passage of an unspecified number of days.

4. Where Felix had gone in the time following the original examination of Paul is never mentioned.

5. Luke now describes an incident that occurred between Paul, the Roman governor and his Jewish wife, Drusilla.

6. In order to make sense out of the sudden introduction of Drusilla, one Syriac text contains a gloss that expands the verse as follows: who was a Jewess, who asked to see Paul and hear the word.  Wishing therefore to satisfy her, he summoned Paul…
7. However, we do not need to ascribe the desire to see Paul to his wife since the text makes it plain in verse 26 that Felix had his own agenda.

8. Drusilla was the third wife of Felix and the youngest daughter of Herod Agrippa I, who had divorced Azizus, the king of Emesa.  Acts 12:1ff

9. As a small girl, she had been betrothed to the crown prince of Commagene, in eastern Asia Minor, but the marriage did not take place because the prospective groom did not embrace Judaism.

10. Then her brother Agrippa II gave her in marriage to the king of Emesa, a petty state in Syria.

11. She was an extremely beautiful girl and, although she was only sixteen at the time, Felix employed a Cyprian magician called Atomos, who persuaded her to leave her husband and marry Felix.

12. She became the third wife of Felix, who was previously married to the granddaughter of Antony and Cleopatra, and his second wife was a princess as well, at least according to Seutonius.

13. Drusilla was captivated by Felix' ruthlessness and power, just as he was captivated by her beauty; neither his birth as a slave, his Roman paganism, or her Jewish scruples deterred her from pursuing this higher station in life.

14. As one interpreter states, “the relationship between Felix and his young wife seems to have been based upon greed, lust, and expectations of grandeur.”
15. Drusilla eventually bore Felix a son named Agrippa, who met his death with his mother when Vesuvius erupted in 79 AD, destroying the city of Pompeii.

16. As Paul expounded on the particulars of the plan of God and the necessity for faith in Christ, it may have seemed that he was striking a chord within these two.

17. Some people seem to enjoy conversations that stimulate their thinking, suspecting that any new information will expand their horizons and make them more well-read and articulate.

18. Perhaps this is what Felix and Drusilla wanted; a man that could effectively present his religious views and make them more clear on the differences between Christianity and Judaism.

19. However, when Paul taught them he included such subjects as righteousness, self-control, and the judgment to come.
20. These two people, particularly Drusilla, were astonished and became fearful when it was clear that the gospel did not merely mean faith in Christ—it had moral implications.

21. I suggest that Drusilla was the most offended, scared, repulsed, or whatever it was she felt, since she never returned for another audience.

22. The large subject on which Paul addressed them was faith in Christ, focusing on the need for salvation and the means by which they could procure it.

23. Under the subject of salvation by faith, Paul informed them about the Ph2 issues of righteousness, something these two sorely lacked.

24. This would have gone directly to the point that faith in Christ is sufficient for salvation but God requires those who would continue to excel in His plan to pursue Ph2 righteousness.

25. Certainly, we know that Paul would not have placed them under any sort of works system for Ph2 righteousness, so this would have included some extended instruction on the necessity of the pursuit of doctrine and Divine good production, etc.

26.  The filling of the Holy Spirit demands that believers be aware of what sin is and deal with it quickly and effectively through rebound, restoring them to a state of cleanliness, in which they can effectively serve God.

27. Under the filling of the Holy Spirit a man is effectively able to enjoy a righteous relationship with God, and live righteously with his fellow-man, not mistreating him or abusing him for his own gratification.

28. The second moral issue Paul brings before these two is the concept of self-control, found in the Greek term evgkra,teia (egkrateia).

29. This family of words is used in only six passages in the New Testament, and in only one is made specific, a passage dealing with sexual self-control.  ICor. 7:9

30. Since Felix had been married three times, and his current relationship with Drusilla was adulterous, this would not have been a subject that would make these two very comfortable.

31. In general, self-control deals with the ability to limit yourself, to restrain yourself and coordinate your activities as is appropriate for the situation.

32. It would involve the exercise of your will in situations that entice or provoke you to a course of action that is not biblically acceptable.

33. Certainly, those under the emotional control of the soul do not exercise self-control, giving into passions such as anger, lust, greed, etc. and allowing these things to control them.

34. Those that are serious in Ph2 about completing their course and receiving their Ph3 crown must recognize that self-control is essential.  ICor. 9:25

35. Self-control is one of those Ph2 qualities that are necessary to compliment our Ph1 faith and make us fruitful believers in time.  IIPet. 1:6-8

36. Self-control, like the other virtues listed in IIPet. 1:5-8 is a quality that does not come about in a day, week or month; it is a quality that one should pursue consistently so as to observe a steady increase.

37. One should strive to be more self-controlled today than they were yesterday, last week, last month, or last year.

38. We must recognize that this quality is something the Holy Spirit can, and wants to, produce in us.  Gal. 5:23

39. Other than the ICor. 9:25 usage, every other passage may well refer to self-control as being sexual self-control.

40. In Titus 1:8, it may well be used to denote sexual purity that is not mentioned explicitly, but is mentioned in ITim. 3:2, the husband of one wife.
41. The final aspect of the gospel of Jesus Christ deals with the judgment to come, something that is emphasized throughout the Bible.

42. The fact that God will judge the human race is not a doctrine that is exclusive to the New Testament.  ISam. 2:10; IChron. 16:33; Ps. 9:8; Isa. 51:5

43. Jesus Christ made it plain that the purpose of the first advent was not judgment but the sacrifice that made salvation a potential for all men.  Jn. 3:17, 12:47

44. Nevertheless, God has fixed an agenda in which He will evaluate each man that has ever lived.  Acts 17:31

45. This passage, along with such passages as John 5:22,27, make plain that the ultimate judge of mankind will be a man--the God/man.

46. The importance of a future judgment should be evident; the fact that one will be rewarded or disgraced by God should persuade men to live their lives in a manner that is compatible with God’s plan.

47. Failure to do so at a Ph1 level, carries with it the certainty that God will consign that individual to the lake of fire for eternity.  Jn. 3:18,36; Rev. 20:15

48. No doubt, Paul emphasized the Ph1 aspects of the future judgment to these two unbelievers.

49. However, we recognize that Paul was well aware of the fact that the future judgment of believers was a reality and it motivated him in time.  Acts 24:15-16

50. Apparently, the Holy Spirit and the teaching of Paul had the normal effect and Felix and Drusilla were troubled by what they heard.

51. They should have been troubled by the fact that, if Paul was right, they were both headed for an eternity separated from God.

52. Felix was filled with godly fear, the beginning point of a change of mind; but, like so many others, the fires of conscience were quickly doused by the cold waters of lust and greed.

53. In fact, he was so frightened by the prospects of what Paul said that he dismissed him with a false promise to go away for the present time and when I find time, I will summon you.
54. This was designed to imply that he took the information seriously, wanted to think about it, and would be willing to continue his dialogue with Paul at some future point.

55. Of course, like many who want a superficial gospel that is convenient for them and fits into their agenda, Felix never found the time to seriously consider the issues of salvation again.

24:26 At the same time too, he was hoping that money would be given him by Paul; therefore he also used to send for him quite often and converse with him.  {a[ma (ab) 10X, at the same time--kai, (ab) also, too--evlpi,zw (vppanm-s)--o[ti (cc) indir. disc.--crh/ma (n-nn-p) what has been acquired, in sing. "a sum of money" plural, monies, bribes--di,dwmi (vifp--3s)--auvto,j (npdm3s)--u`po, (pg)--o` Pau/loj (n-gm-s)—

dio, (ch) inferential, therefore, so--kai, (ab) he also--metape,mpomai (vppnnm-s) summoning, translated as imperfect--auvto,j (npam3s) Paul--pukno,j (abm) comparative, more often, more frequently--o`mile,w (viia--3s) 4X, only by Luke, to converse or speak--auvto,j (npdm3s) to or with him}

24:27 But after two years had passed, Felix was succeeded by Porcius Festus; and wishing to do the Jews a favor, Felix left Paul imprisoned.  {de, (cc)--plhro,w (vpapgf-s) lit. having been filled up, having passed--dieti,a (n-gf-s) 2X, two years--o` Fh/lix (n-nm-s)--lamba,nw (viaa--3s) received--dia,docoj (n-am-s) 1X, one who takes someone's place, a successor--Po,rkioj (n-am-s)--Fh/stoj (n-am-s)--te, (cc)--qe,lw (vppanm-s)--katati,qhmi (vnam) 2x, lit. to place down, to make a deposit--o` VIoudai/oj (ap-dm-p)--ca,rij (n-af-s) a grace, a favor--o` Fh/lix (n-nm-s)--katalei,pw (viaa--3s) left behind--o` Pau/loj (n-am-s)--de,w (vprpam-s) having been bound, imprisoned}

Exposition vs. 26-27

1. Verse 26 begins with a adverb a[ma (hama), a term used to express coincident action.

2. Although the earnest exhortations that Paul included with his gospel presentation frightened Felix, his avarice was of sufficient strength to cause him to overcome his fear and have regular audiences with Paul.

3. Surely, during this time, Paul continued to press the issues relating to the gospel and the Ph2 implications to Felix.

4. It would be unwise to assume that Paul would compromise with this evil man in order to secure his freedom.

5. He would not tone down the issues of the truth in order to advance his own cause.

6. Just as surely, Felix had to harden his heart over the next two years as he heard the truth repeatedly and never made any attempt to orient to it.

7. There very likely came a time that Felix was no longer so worried about the things that once scared him, like the judgment to come.
8. Even though it is clear that Felix is greedy, the question has been raised as to why Felix thought Paul would have ready access to a sufficient amount of money to offer a bribe.

9. Some have suggested that he listened when Paul had told him that the reason he was in Jerusalem was to bring alms to my nation.  Acts 24:17

10. Felix had a more exact knowledge about the Way and he may have known about the general liberality that existed among the disciples, some of whom were visiting Paul from time to time.

11. He may have thought that they were just like him, and the other people that lived at that time, and judged that they would be willing to purchase Paul’s freedom at a very high price.

12. It is evident that none of the people that visited Paul made any attempt to bribe this corrupt Roman official and secure Paul’s release.

13. This demonstrates that these believers would not stoop to the general methods of their time, event to free their apostle from an unjust and protracted imprisonment.

14. Paul had been informed by the Lord that he was going to get to Rome and testify about the plan of God there so he would have had no need to resort to any human viewpoint solutions, like bribery.

15. He could faith-rest the situation, knowing that God would work things out in His own time and that He did not need Paul’s help to accomplish His goals.

16. As we will observe in the final portion of Acts, God can accomplish His objectives in spite of the negative volition and hostility of the Jews, corrupt Roman governors and anything else that may appear to hinder Him.

17. Ramsay has suggested that the expenses of Paul’s trial and the other expenses incurred during his two years at Caesarea and the two years in Rome were met by his hereditary property.

18. He suggests that Paul inherited his father’s estate as a legal heir and that any will could not interfere with his right to do so; however, this is merely speculation.

19. These two years in Caesarea are by all accounts the most inactive period of Paul’s life since his return from Arabia.

20. He seems to have been in perpetual motion since then, taking very little time off from his missionary endeavors.

21. There are no letters written during this time that are extant and, though his friends (and family if they were inclined) had free access to him, we have no record of any conversations.

22. The only moments he emerges into view, from the obscurity of his prison cell, are those in which he appeared before his judges.

23. At the end of two years Felix was replaced as governor of Judea by Festus, when Nero recalled Felix in the summer of 59 AD.

24. During the administration of Felix, he was being constantly criticized by Jonathan, one of the chief priests and a thorn in Felix’ side.

25. He eventually enlisted his highest-ranking advisor, Doras, to get a band of assassins and kill Jonathan, which they did.

26. This assassinations was carried out in broad daylight by the sicarii in a crowded square, causing the general populace to fear for their own safety.

27. The peace in the region was tenuous and crime and corruption were on the increase, as Felix certainly demonstrates.

28. It was Roman law that demanded exile and confiscation of all property for a magistrate that accepted bribes.

29. This does not appear to be anything new for Felix and Josephus, as well as others, present him as a very greedy man, who used his office to line his own pockets.

30. Although Paul kept on not offering a bribe, the present tense of the verb evlpi,zw (elpizo—hoping) indicates that Felix kept on hoping he would.

31. The final straw came when and outbreak of hostilities between the Jews and Greeks at Caesarea occurred, with both claiming dominant civil rights in the city.

32. Using the Syrian troops under his command, Felix intervened with military retaliation on the Jews.

33. Many were killed, others were taken prisoner, and Felix plundered the wealth of those he attacked.

34. The Jews sent a delegation to Rome to complain and Felix was recalled to Rome to account for his actions.

35. Josephus states that he would have suffered very severe punishment had his brother Pallas not interceded for him before Nero.

36. In any case, Felix was demoted and replaced by Portius Festus who became the governor of Judea from 59-62 AD.

37. In spite of his problems with the Jews, it is evident from the Word of God that Felix left Paul imprisoned to do the Jews a favor, which makes little sense to me given the hostilities that existed between Felix and the Jews.

38. Paul, in the meantime, sits for two years on the sidelines as discipline for going to Jerusalem in the first place, and his ministry is put on hold.
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