chapter twenty-eight

28:1 And when they had been brought safely through, then we found out that the island was called Malta.  {kai, (cc)--diasw,|zw (vpapnm1p) temporal ptc. completely rescued from danger--to,te (ab)--evpiginw,skw (viaa--1p)--o[ti (cc) indir. disc.--h` nh/soj (n-nf-s)--kale,w (vipp--3s)--Meli,th (n-nf-s) Malta} 

28:2 And the natives showed us extraordinary kindness; for because of the rain that had set in and because of the cold, they kindled a fire and received us all.  {te, (cc)--o` ba,rbaroj (ap-nm-p) 5X, lit. stammering, stuttering, uttering some unintelligible sounds, used of those that are non-Greek, both in speech and culture--pare,cw (viia--3p) lit. to have alongside, to hold out, to offer or supply something--ouv (qn)--tugca,nw (vpaaaf-s) this phrase was used in Acts 19:11, lit. not what happens everyday, out of the ordinary, extraordinary--h` filanqrwpi,a (n-af-s) 2X, affection for people in general, love of mankind--evgw, (npd-1p) dative of advantage--ga,r (cs)--dia, (pa)--o` u`eto,j (n-am-s) 5X, rain or raining--o` (dams+)  evfi,sthmi (vpraam-s) lit. to stand upon, to be present, to occur--kai, (cc)--dia, (pa)--to. yu/coj (n-an-s) 3X, chill or cold--a[ptw (vpaanm-p) actively, to light or kindle a fire--pura, (n-af-s)--proslamba,nw (viam--3p)--pa/j (a--am-p)--evgw, (npa-1p)}

28:3 But when Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks and laid them on the fire, a viper came out because of the heat, and fastened on his hand.  {de, (cc)--o` Pau/loj (n-gm-s)--sustre,fw (vpaagm-s) 2X, to bring together, to collect--fru,ganon (n-gn-p) 1X, dry stick, firewood--ti.j (a-ian-s)--plh/qoj (n-an-s) lit. a certain bunch, or number--kai, (cc)--evpiti,qhmi (vpaagm-s) lit. to lay or place on--evpi, (pa)--h` pura, (n-af-s)--e;cidna (n-nf-s) 5X, a poisonous snake, a viper, only here literally, all other usages are metaphorical for persons..Matt. 3:7--evxe,rcomai (vpaanf-s)--avpo, (pg)--h` qe,rmh (n-gf-s)--kaqa,ptw (viaa--3s) 1X, to seize or fasten onto someone--h` cei,r (n-gf-s)--auvto,j (npgm3s)}

Exposition vs. 1-3

1. Once the first passengers, who had been swimming in from the wrecked ship, came onshore, they attracted the attention of those that lived on the island.

2. No doubt, once they realized that a ship was wrecked off the coast and others were coming in from it, they would have assisted in the rescue effort.

3. What Luke describes in verse 1 in a few words actually took place over a period of time.

4. Exactly how long it took all the sailors, passengers, prisoners, Roman guards, etc. to get to the shore, we do not know.

5. For a narrator that has devoted such attention to the details of the ship and its misguided voyage, Luke is now somewhat abrupt in his explanations.

6. Having arrived on the beach, they find out from the natives that the place they had landed was the island of Malta.

7. No one on the ship seems to have recognized any landmarks that would have given him some clue as to their whereabouts.

8. Due to a textual error that has been continued in a particular family of texts, some translations incorrectly give the name of the island as Melita.

9. Melita is modern Meleda or Mljet off the Dalmatian coast (modern Croatia) in the northeastern part of the Adriatic Sea, far to the northeast of Malta.

10. This confusion is partly due to the misunderstanding of the term used in Acts 27:27 that has caused some interpreters to insist that the Adriatic Sea between Dalmatia and Italy is in view.

11. Common sense dictates that this is impossible since a nor’easter would not blow a ship to the northwest.

12. Therefore, the traditional site of St. Paul’s Bay on Malta should continue to be the most logical and probable site of landing.

13. The island was first named by the Phoenicians, in who language the name of the island meant a place of refuge—a function that obviously fits it.

14. The term natives is the Greek barbaroj (barbaros) and was used by the Greeks to refer to men that did not speak Greek.

15. The term does not have the same negative connotations as our modern term barbarians, but simply has the nuance of foreigners.
16. The island of Malta was originally colonized in about 1000 BC by the Phoenicians, and the language in Paul’s day would have been a Punic (originating from Carthage) dialect.

17. The island was captured by Rome at the start of the Second Punic War waged against Carthage in 218 BC.

18. At that time it was granted the status of a municipium, which allowed the island a large measure of local autonomy.

19. Augustus Caesar established a Roman governor on the island, who bore the title of municipi Melitesium primus omnium (the chief man over all in the municipality of Malta).

20. This agrees exactly with the title we find used of the leader of Malta in verse 7.

21. Augustus also settled a number of army veterans and their families there and In Paul’s day the island was known form its prosperity and architecture.

22. The natives then must have not only spoken a Phoenician dialect but also some Latin and Greek.

23. These barbarians acted like anything but, delivering the soaked, shipwrecked people from the waters to the safety of the island.

24. Beyond that Luke states that they showed us extraordinary kindness, indicating that what they did for these people was over and above the call of duty.

25. The storm had apparently just began to manifest itself on the island with rain and the northeast wind was bringing in the cold off the water.

26. The passengers of the ship would now be chilled to the bone and the natives immediately decided that a large bonfire was in order.

27. They received the 276 people with no mention of the inconvenience, demonstrating their concern by their overt activities and the proper demonstration of hospitality—and that out of season.

28. They manifest something that God desires from His children when they observe another in need.  James 2:15-16; IJn. 3:18

29. Their kindness to the shipwrecked passengers, who were drenched, chilled, and exhausted, was true philanthropy, prompted only by the fact that they observed other men in distress.

30. Paul, who had demonstrated himself to be a practical and helpful person on the ship, continues to make himself useful on land.

31. There is no suggestion that he stood around while others worked simply because he was the only apostle and thus, the highest-ranking spiritual leader on the island.

32. He immediately begins to do what is necessary; taking the position of a menial servant, and gathering wood that was necessary for the fire.

33. Although all believers are provided a primary spiritual gift at the point of salvation, the mature believer will manifest all aspects of the character of Jesus Christ, as seen in the fact that each gift is commanded of believers at some point in the scripture.

34. The primary, permanent, spiritual gifts are recorded in Romans 12:6-8, but each believer is commanded to fulfill each of these, in spite of the fact that it is not “their gift”.

35. Paul also demonstrates the true humility he possessed; taking the position of a servant, doing good for all that needed the warmth of the fire.

36. While collecting the sticks for the fire, Paul inadvertently picked up what everyone suspected was poisonous snake that was lying dormant among the wood.

37. As he laid the bundle of wood on the fire, the heat roused the dormant animal and it came out and quickly attacked the closest person, Paul.

38. The Greek word e`,cidna (echidna), strictly means any of a species of poisonous snakes, such as asps, cobras, or vipers.

39. This has posed two problems: there are no such snakes on Malta today and there is only one place where wood is grown on the island.

40. While it is readily agreed that no such poisonous snakes or vipers exist on the island of Malta today, it does not mean that they did not exist at that time; and the island may have had much more wood on it before its total development.

41. The next problem relates to the fact that the serpent did not strike and recoil, as is common to the poisonous viper, which only strike, fixes the fangs in the victim for a moment, and withdraws its head instantly.

42. The fact that this snake hung on Paul for some discernable time has caused some to suggest that it may have been in the constrictor family.

43. On the other hand, the constrictor family, which has no poison fangs, clings in the manner described but generally does not bite.

44. The fact that the natives thought the snake was poisonous clearly demonstrates that there were poisonous snakes on the island at that time.

45. Ramsay suggests that the small constrictor Coronella Austriaca, which still exists on the island today, may be the “viper”, although it has no poison fangs, but clings and bites in the manner described.

46. Therefore, although the natives of the island thought that the snake was poisonous and that Paul would shortly be dead, there are those that suggest that it may not have been poisonous at all.

47. As we will see, the natives are governed by much superstition and this may have been the first in a series of misperceptions.

48. However, due to the etymology of the word, which means a poisonous snake, coupled with the natives local knowledge, it would make sense to conclude that the snake was indeed poisonous.

Doctrine of Spiritual Gifts

28:4 And when the natives saw the creature hanging from his hand, they  began saying to one another, "Undoubtedly this man is a murderer, and though he has been saved from the sea, Justice has not allowed him to live."  {de, (ch)--w`j (cs)--o` ba,rbaroj (ap-nm-p)--ei=don (viaa--3p)--to. qhri,on (n-an-s) a general term for a creature, an animal, something not a man--krema,nnumi(vppman-s) in middle, to hang on or be suspended from--evk (pg)--h` cei,r (n-gf-s)--auvto,j (npgm3s)--le,gw (viia--3p)--pro,j (pa)--avllh,lwn (npam3p)--pa,ntwj (ab) by all means, certainly, no doubt--o` a;nqrwpoj (n-nm-s)--ou-toj (a-dnm-s)--eivmi, (vipa--3s)--foneu,j (n-nm-s) 7X, a murderer--o[j (apram-s)--diasw,|zw (vpapam-s) concessive ptc. completely save, delivered alive--evk (pg)--h` qa,lassa (n-gf-s)-- h` di,kh (n-nf-s) 3X, only here with the def. article, the pagan goddess of justice, Dike, the one who renders what is rightly deserved--ouv (qn)--eva,w (viaa--3s) to permit or allow--za,w (vnpa) comp. infin}

28:5 However he shook the creature off into the fire and suffered no harm.  {me,n (cs)--ou=n (cc) "however"--o` (dnms+) he, i.e. Paul--avpotina,ssw (vpaanm-s) 2X, to shake something off to get rid of it--to. qhri,on (n-an-s)--eivj (pa)--to. pu/r (n-an-s)--pa,scw (viaa--3s) to experience or undergo something--ouvdei,j (a-can-s)--kako,j (ap-an-s) not one bad thing, no ill effects}

28:6 But they were expecting that he was about to swell up or suddenly fall down dead. But after they had waited a long time and had seen nothing unusual happen to him, they changed their minds and began to say that he was a god.  {de, (ch)--o` (dnmp+) they, the natives--prosdoka,w (viia--3p) to wait or expect something, with some element of tension or danger--auvto,j (npam3s) gen. ref.--me,llw (vnpa+) complementary infin.--pi,mprhmi (+vnpp) 1X, a term to describe feverish disorders, swelling, fever, inflammation--h; (cc)--a;fnw (ab) 3X, only in Acts, suddenly or unexpectedly--katapi,ptw (+vnpa) 3X, only by Luke, to fall down prostrate, comp. infin.--nekro,j (a--am-s)--de, (ch)--auvto,j (npgm3p)--prosdoka,w (vppagm-p) temporal ptc. while they waited and expected--evpi, (pa)--polu,j (ap-an-s)--kai, (cc)--qewre,w (vppagm-p) kept on seeing--mhdei,j (apcan-s)--a;topoj (a--an-s) 4X, lit. out of place, unusual, unexpected--gi,nomai (vppnan-s) become, "happen"--eivj (pa)--auvto,j (npam3s)--metaba,llw (vpamnm-p) 1X, to change one's mind, to think differently--le,gw (viia--3p)--auvto,j (npam3s) gen. ref.--eivmi, (vnpa) indir. disc.--qeo,j (n-am-s)}
Exposition vs. 4-6

1. As the natives observed the snake fix itself to Paul’s hand, they quickly concluded that it was poisonous and immediately determined that the gods had decreed death for this man.

2. There is still considerable debate as to whether or not the snake was poisonous, and there is a good deal of information available that suggests it was not.

3. Ramsay suggests one of two possibilities, the first being Coronella leopardinus, a snake found on Malta and “so closely resembling a viper as to be taken for one by a good naturalist until he had caught and examined a specimen.  It clings and bites without doing any permanent harm.”
4. On the other hand, the natives of a place are often far more knowledgeable about the snakes in their region since their life depends on accurate identification.

5. Although the snake did not strike like a viper or rattlesnake would, the coral snake is known to chew on its victim when it attacks.

6. Ramsay further points out that “A trained medical man in ancient times was usually a good authority about serpents, to which great respect was paid in ancient medicine and custom.”
7. Therefore, although the evidence is not completely conclusive, we have no reason to conclude that the snake was not poisonous.

8. However, what we think about the snake makes little difference since the natives firmly believed it was poisonous and that Paul would shortly be dead.

9. Therefore, they waited for the sequence of events that they firmly believed would shortly come to pass; Paul’s hand would begin to swell and then he would die a painful death.

10. From their perspective, this man may have eluded death at sea, but he was probably a murdered and Justice would not suffer such a person to live.

11. Their opinion of Paul was not based simply on the fact that a snake had bitten him, since they knew that an innocent man might suffer the same misfortune.

12. Their view of the matter was based on the fact that this incident occurred in such close proximity to the shipwreck and that Paul had been spared a death at sea.

13. Since he was a prisoner, just as many on that ship were, they immediately concluded that he was a criminal that was not fit to live.

14. They attributed his punishment to the goddess of justice, using the Greek term Dikh (dike), the name of that goddess.

15. A poem in the Greek Palatine Anthology tells of a murderer who escaped from a storm at sea and shipwrecked on the Libyan coast, only to be killed by a viper and wonders, “Why did he struggle against the waves?  He did not escape the lot which was destined for him on land.”
16. Paul, however, merely shook the serpent off, suffered no harm, and continued about his business.

17. After they had waited for a long time, a period more than sufficient to bring the inflammation and eventual death they expected, they continued to observe Paul and saw that he suffered no ill effects.

18. This led them to jump to the opposite conclusion that Paul must be some sort of deity.

19. It is ironic that their new conclusion was based on the same facts that originally caused them to think that he was a murderer and was going to meet his fate before them.

20. This is also the opposite situation that occurred at Lystra, when they first received Paul as a god and then they joined the Jews and attempted to stone him to death.

21. Oh, the fickle nature of popularity; one minute you are practically revered as a god and the next you are only worthy of death.

22. While Luke does not provide any further information, it seems evident that Paul would have used this opportunity to evangelize those on Malta.

23. We certainly know that Paul would not have allowed them to believe that he was a god and let that go unchallenged.  Acts 14:14-15

24. He would probably have told those on Malta the same things he told those in Lystra.  Acts 14:15-17

28:7 Now in the neighborhood of that place were lands belonging to the leading man of the island, named Publius, who welcomed us and entertained us courteously three days.  {de, (cc)--evn (pd)--to. (ddnp+) lit. the things, the regions around that place--peri, (pa)--o` to,poj (n-am-s)--evkei/noj (a-dam-s)--u`pa,rcw (viia--3s)--cwri,on (n-nn-p) 9X, generally lands under cultivation, fields--o` prw/toj (apodm-s)--h` nh/soj (n-gf-s) an official title on Malta for the leader or ruler--o;noma (n-dn-s)--Po,plioj (n-dm-s)--o[j (aprnm-s)--avnade,comai (vpadnm-s) to accept one with friendliness, to welcome, receive, or accept--evgw, (npa-1p)--xeni,zw (viaa--3s) to receive guests, entertain, show hospitality--filofro,nwj (ab) 1X, in a kindly, affectionate, or friendly manner--trei/j (a-caf-p)--h`me,ra (n-af-p)} 

28:8 And it came about that the father of Publius was lying in bed afflicted with recurrent fever and dysentery; and Paul went in to see him and after he had prayed, he laid his hands on him and healed him.  {de, (cc)--gi,nomai (viad--3s)--o` path,r (n-am-s)--o` Po,plioj (n-gm-s)--kata,keimai (vnpn) to lie down, often with the nuance of some incapacity or sickness--sune,cw (vpppam-s) lit. to have with, present ptc. indicates an ongoing situation--pureto,j (n-dm-p) 6X, from the root for fire, to have heat, to suffer from a fever--kai, (cc)--dusente,rion (n-dn-s) 1X, an infectious disease of the intestinal tract, our term dysentary--pro,j (pa)--o[j (apram-s)--o` Pau/loj (n-nm-s)--eivse,rcomai (vpaanm-s)--kai, (cc)--proseu,comai (vpadnm-s) temporal, after he had prayed--evpiti,qhmi (vpaanm-s) to place upon--h` cei,r (n-af-p)--auvto,j (npdm3s)--iva,omai (viad--3s) to heal or cure--auvto,j (npam3s)}

28:9 And after this had happened, the rest of the people on the island who had diseases were coming to him and getting cured.  {de, (ch)--ou-toj (apdgn-s)--gi,nomai (vpadgn-s)--o` loipo,j (ap-nm-p)--` o` (dnmp+) of the people--evn (pd)--h` nh/soj (n-df-s)--e;cw (vppanm-p)--avsqe,neia (n-af-p) a state of incapacity, the inability to act, sickness, weakness--prose,rcomai (viin--3p)--kai, (ch)--qerapeu,w (viip--3p) to be of service, to heal, cure or restore, to get therapy}
28:10 And they also honored us with many marks of respect; and when we were setting sail, they supplied us with all we needed.  {o[j (aprnm-p) those who were healed or all the natives?--kai, (ab)--tima,w (viaa--3p) to attribute high status or respect by showing honor--evgw, (npa-1p)--polu,j (a--df-p)-- timh, (n-df-p) cognate noun, honorariums, possibly financial?--kai, (cc)--avna,gw (vpppdm1p) temporal, when or as we were ready to sail--evpiti,qhmi (viam--3p) lit. to place on, to supply, in middle to provide what someone needs--to. (danp+) the things--pro,j (pa)--to. crei,a (n-af-p) that which is lacking but still needed, necessities of life}

Exposition vs. 7-10

1. Although the shipwrecked survivors spent three months on Malta, Luke give us information about only one more incident that occurred during that time.

2. At the point they came ashore (which historically has been viewed as St. Paul’s Bay) there were some adjoining lands that belonged to one Publius.

3. This estate belonged to the Roman governor of the island, whose title the leading man of the island –literally the first man of the island--is attested in two inscriptions from Malta.

4. Like the natives of that place, Publius demonstrates some extraordinary kindness by showing hospitality to the group of 276 people for three days.

5. Some have suggested that he did not entertain the entire group but only a selected few that included Paul and Luke, but this seems without foundation.

6. This was an act of official courtesy, allowing the survivors of the wreck to sort out their respective situations and allowing some time for arrrangements to be made for their lodging during the winter.

7. Luke’s reference to the governor by his praenomen (the first or personal name) is unusual, though hardly unique in the ancient world.

8. Perhaps the islanders regularly spoke of the governor by his first name, or possibly Luke simply recorded the name he commonly heard used as the governor talked to Julius.

9. There is the possibility that Publius chose to allow Julius, the Roman centurion of highest rank on the ship, to stay with him during those three winter months.

10. It would make some sense that he would do so and that Julius would keep the prisoners with him, wherever he stayed.

11. This might very well allow for a friendly relationship to develop between Paul, Luke, or one of those accompanying him with the Roman governor.

12. In verse 8 we find that Publius’ father was suffering from some sort of recurring fever and dysentary.

13. This malady, from which the father of Publius was suffering, may well have been Malta fever, which had been common in Malta, as well as other Mediterranesn locales, for a long time.

14. In 1887, the cause of this disease was traced to a microorganism that resides in the milk of Maltese goats.

15. Cases of Maltese fever are long lasting (an average of four months, with some cases lasting for up to two or three years) and are characterized by intermittent attacks of fever and gastric inflammation.

16. Paul is made aware of the situation and he went in to see the man and determine what, if anything, could or should be done.

17. After he had prayed, likely to determine God’s will in the matter, he laid his hands on the man and healed him.

18. Paul did not immediately assume that God desired him to heal every sick person with whom he came into contact.

19. God is the sovereign ruler of the universe and is not at Paul’s (or anyone else’s) command.

20. In this regard, his actions are consistent with those of Jesus Christ, who recognized that the power of God was available to Him, but was not always necessarily operative in every situation.  Lk. 5:17

21. The clear teaching of that verse is that the power of the Lord was not always present for Jesus to perform healings, and Jesus Christ was sensitive to the purposes and timing of the Father.

22. Jesus Christ never acted independently of His Father, doing only that which He saw the Father doing.  Jn. 5:19-21

23. In a like manner, the apostle Paul recognized that the cooroborating signs of his apostleship were not to be employed on every occasion, but were primarily designed to demonstrate the veracity of his message.  Phil. 2:25-27

24. Once the word got out that Paul had the power to heal people, coupled with the new view that he was some sort of deity in bodily form, those on the island suffering from any disease began to seek him out.

25. While there are two Greek terms used in verses 8 and 9, they appear to be synonyms in this context and have the nuance of healing or curing.  The two families are used together in Lk. 6:18, 9:11
26. The suggestion that Luke was involved may not be without foundation; however, the text does not indicate that he was anything more than an observer.

27. The purpose of this passage is to focus attention on the divine attestation of Paul and his message though the divine healings that were taking place.

28. This further demonstrates that Paul, who was initially quite unimportant on the trip, continued to be elevated by God in the minds of those who observed him.

29. Again, while nothing is mentioned concerning the proclamation of the gospel to these people, it would be unwise to conclude that Paul did not take full advantage of his new found fame and evangelize all that came to him.

30. As a result of the healings Paul performed, the natives of Malta paid their respects to Paul and those with him.

31. The fact that Luke employs the plural us has caused some to suggest that he was engaged in medical practice, complementing Paul’s healing ministry by ministering to those with less significant problems.

32. This may be true, but his primary purpose in this portion of Acts is to focus on the ministry of Paul.

33. The natives honored us with many marks of respect, demonstrating their gratitude toward Paul in a very tangible way.

34. The Greek term timh (time-honor) may also mean honorarium as attested in the non-canonical book of Ecclesiasticus 38:7 “Honor a physician according to your need of him with the honors due to him.”
35. In fact, this term has the sense of financial honor in I Timothy 5:17.

36. The entire group was blessed by association with Paul and, as they prepared to sail, were provided everything they needed to make their trip more comfortable.

37. They had probably come to understand that Paul was not a god, but that he was a messenger for the true God and was there working constantly to provide their physical and spiritual needs.

38. This was the first time in over two years that Paul had been free to minister to others outside a prison cell.

39. Luke seems to indicate that these three months were somewhat of a high point for Paul, after the harrowing events at sea and in preparation for his ministry at Rome.

28:11 And at the end of three months we set sail on an Alexandrian ship which had wintered at the island, and which had the Twin Brothers for its figurehead.  

{de, (cc)--meta, (pa)--trei/j (a-cam-p)-- mh,n (n-am-p)--avna,gw (viap--1p)--evn (pd)--VAlexandri/noj (a--dn-s)--ploi/on (n-dn-s)--paraceima,zw (vpradn-s) 4X, same as 27:12, to spend the winter or stormy season in a place--evn (pd)--h` nh/soj (n-df-s)--para,shmoj (a--dn-s) 1X, pertaining to having a sign, being marked or carved with--Dio,skouroi (n-dm-p) lit. the Dioscuri, the heavenly twins, the name of the Greek gods Castor and Pollus, twin sons of Zeus and Leda, patron saints of sailors}

28:12 And after we put in at Syracuse, we stayed there for three days.  {kai, (cc)--kata,gw (vpapnm1p) passively, a nautical term, to land at, put into port--eivj (pa)--Sura,kousai (n-af-p) 1X, a city on the southeast coast of Sicily--evpime,nw (viaa--1p) to remain on, to stay--h`me,ra (n-af-p)--trei/j (a-caf-p)}

28:13 And from there we sailed around and arrived at Rhegium, and a day later a south wind sprang up, and on the second day we came to Puteoli. {o[qen (abr) from that place--periaire,w (vpaanm1p) to sail around--katanta,w (viaa--1p) with eis, to arrive at--eivj (pa)--~Rh,gion (n-an-s) A town in the south of Italy, on the Strait of Messina; it is now called Rheggio.--kai, (cc)--meta, (pa)--ei-j (a-caf-s)--h`me,ra (n-af-s) lit. and after one day--evpigi,nomai (vpadgm-s) 1X, to happen, with the implication that what happens is different than before--no,toj (n-gm-s) 7X, a south wind, same as 27:13-- deuterai/oj (ap-nm-p) 1X, pertaining to the second of two days--e;rcomai (viaa--1p)--eivj (pa)--Poti,oloi (n-am-p) a city on the coast of Campania, on the north shore of a bay running north from the Bay of Naples, Rome was distant 170 miles. Here he tarried for seven days (Ac 28:13,14) This was the great emporium for the Alexandrian corn ships. Here Paul and his companions began their journey, by the "Appian Way," to Rome. It is now called Pozzuoli}

28:14 There we found some brethren, and were invited to stay with them for seven days; and thus we came to Rome.  {ou- (abr) lit. where--eu`ri,skw (vpaanm1p)--avdelfo,j (n-am-p)-- parakale,w (viap--1p) we were encouraged, exhorted, invited--evpime,nw (vnaa) comp. infin.--para, (pd)--auvto,j (npdm3p)--h`me,ra (n-af-p)--e`pta, (a-caf-p)--kai, (cc)--ou[tw (ab)--e;rcomai (viaa--1p)--eivj (pa)-- h` ~Rw,mh (n-af-s)} 

28:15 And the brethren, when they heard about us, came from there as far as the Market of Appius and Three Inns to meet us; and when Paul saw them, he thanked God and took courage.  {kavkei/qen (cc&ab)--o` avdelfo,j (n-nm-p)--avkou,w (vpaanm-p)--o` (danp+) peri, (pg)--evgw, (npg-1p)--e;rcomai (viaa--3p)--a;cri (pg)--VAppi,ou (n-gm-s) a market town on the Appian Way, 43 miles south of Rome--Fo,ron (n-gn-s) the market, the forum--kai, (cc)--trei/j (a-cgf-p)--tabe,rnh (n-gf-p) an inn, a place of lodging--eivj (pa)--avpa,nthsij (n-af-s) 3X, with eis=to a meeting, to meet--evgw, (npd-1p)--o[j (apram-p)--o` Pau/loj (n-nm-s)--ei=don (vpaanm-s)--euvcariste,w (vpaanm-s)--o` qeo,j (n-dm-s)-- lamba,nw (viaa--3s)--qa,rsoj (n-an-s) 1X, to take courage, to become confident}

Exposition 11-15

1. Luke provides another chronological note that fits perfectly with what we know of ancient seafaring.

2. The shipwreck occurred sometime in the early part of November based on the fact that they departed Fair Havens in the middle or late October 59 AD.

3. They were at sea for fourteen days in the midst of the violent storm, actually landing on Malta on the fifteenth day.

4. Ramsay concurs that the shipwreck had to occur before the middle of November, making the three month stay on Malta last until early February, 60 AD.

5. Although this is still very early to sail, Pliny the Elder in his work, Natural History says that navigation begins to be resumed when the west winds start to blow on February 8th.

6. Others suggest that the seas are not safe for sailing until the middle of March but this may be a reference to travel on the high seas and not a reference to coastal shipping or travel.

7. If the winter had been particularly tempestuous, which it obviously had, it is very reasonable to conclude that spring might come early the following year.

8. Julius locates another Alexandrian ship, probably a grain ship, from Egypt that had been able to make harbor at Malta before the severe winter weather set in.

9. Luke provides information, which some interpreters consider to be useless, about the figurehead of the ship they boarded.

10. Ships, like inns or lodges, took their names from their figureheads; and this one, Luke says, was distinguished by the Dioscuroi.

11. The carved painting on the bow of Castor and Pollux, the twin sons of Leda, queen of Sparta, who in Greek mythology were transformed by Zeus into twin gods.

12. In mythology, these two were heroes of peculiar and extraordinary birth, sons of the god Jupiter and the woman Leda.

13. They were supposed to appear at the head of armies; and as they had cleared the seas of pirates, they were considered the patron saints of navigation.

14. Their cult was especially widespread in Egypt and the constellation of Gemini (the twins) was considered by sailors to be a sign of good fortune when observed during a storm.

15. Both Romans and Greeks held them in high esteem as well; and the common practice of swearing or taking an oath by swearing by their names continued for some time in history.  “By Gemini!”
16. This constellation, while corrupted by pagan mythology and superstition, was originally designed by God to point to the twofold nature of the God/man, and His twofold work of suffering and glory.

17. The name of the star at the head of one of the twins is called Apollo, which means ruler or judge.

18. The name of the star at the head of the other twin is called Hercules, the one who comes to labor or suffer.

19. Another star in the constellation, found in the foot of one of the twins, is called Al Henah, which means hurt or wounded.

20. One of the twins (the one with Hercules at his head) bears in his right hand a palm branch in come pictures, while others show a club or bow at rest.

21. The twins are not in action, nor are they preparing for anything, but are at rest and peace after victory has been won.

22. The star in the knee of the Apollo is called Mebsuta, which means a treading under the feet.

23. The names of other stars in this constellation are called Propus (Hebrew), the branch, Al Giauza (Arabic) the palm branch, and Al Dira (Arabic), the seed or branch and point to the fulfillment of the prophecies in Isaiah 4:2 and Jeremiah 23:5-6, 33:14-15.

24. In this rather auspicious ship, the party sails north-northeast until they reached the harbor of Syracuse, on the eastern coast of Sicily.

25. There, at the most import city on that island, they wait for three days, either hoping for better sailing conditions or simply loading and unloading cargo.

26. Having departed Syracuse, the ship sailed for Rhegium, an important harbor at the toe of Italy and located on the Italian side of the Strait of Messina.

27. There they docked, but apparently only for the evening, and the next day a favorable southerly wind sprang up and they sailed the 180 miles from Rhegium to Puteoli, landing there on the second day.

28. Puteoli was a resort city on the Bay of Naples, the port city of Neapolis (modern Naples) and the principal port of southern Italy.

29. At this point, Julius takes his contingent of soldiers and his prisoners and disembarks the ship (and probably quite happy to be on the last leg of his journey!).

30. In verse 14 we find that Paul came across some believers that resided in that city, which was not unusual since this was an important city with a Jewish colony there.

31. How or when these people had been evangelized is uncertain; perhaps they had believed in the course of their own travels, or perhaps they believed through the witness of believers who had traveled through Puteoli.

32. These believers offer Paul and those with him the appropriate hospitality, demonstrating the grace that should characterize believers.

33. What is surprising is that Paul, a prisoner of the Romans, was allowed the freedom by Julius to spend the seven days with these believers.

34. We are not told why Julius found it necessary to stay seven days in the city, but there must have been a reason he tarried for that time.

35. Nevertheless, he allowed Paul the freedom (undoubtedly accompanied by a guard) to stay with these believers and enjoy their hospitality, just as he had done in Sidon when the journey began.  Acts 27:3

36. The surprising feature at the end of verse 14 is that Luke gives a rather forthright conclusion that thus, we came to Rome.
37. It is evident that they are not in the city of Rome, but the double expression (see verse 16) is due either to the fact that the term Rome might refer to the city, or to the entire territory of the city, or that Luke is eager to get to the climax of his story.

38. Ramsay accepts the former interpretation while others prefer the latter.

39. We are not told how the believers in the city of Rome heard of the presence of Paul, but it is evident that the news reached the city before Paul and his party did.

40. It is possible that Julius sent word ahead by special couriers since he would have wanted to notify his superiors of his whereabouts, or that the believers in Puteoli sent news on to the believers in Rome.

41. In any case, Paul traveled the final leg of his journey to Rome on the famous Appian Way, --the oldest, straightest, and most perfectly constructed of all the Roman roads, named after Appius Claudius, who started its construction in 312 BC.

42. Some of the believers in Rome determined to meet Paul on the way and escort him back to the city, travelling some 40 miles to the Market of Appius, one of the stop-overs that were built every 10-15 miles along the length of the Roman road systems.

43. Others apparently left at a later time and met the group as they arrived at the Three Inns, about 30-33 miles away from Rome.

44. We are not told much about the mental state of Paul on this final portion of his journey, but it is not difficult to believe that he was now coming to face the reality of his trial before Caesar.

45. No matter how confident he might be that he was innocent, until the case is heard and adjudicated, one would have a certain amount of trepidation.

46. It is not surprising here that Luke notes the gratitude of Paul for these acts of hospitality and the fact that he was encouraged by the presence of other positive believers.

47. Paul had long had a desire to visit Rome (although he certainly would have desired different circumstances) and it had been over three years since he had written his epistle to the Romans.

48. He also likely had wondered what sort of reception he would have among the believers there, and he must have feared that his incarceration could be a stumbling block to them.

49. All his worries and misgivings were removed by the heart-warming welcome he received from the members of that church who had traveled so far to meet him.

50. Since Luke is almost rushing to conclude this work, we must believe that for him to mention this seemingly insignificant fact indicates that it was something that really got his attention.

51. For these believers to demonstrate such a marked respect for the apostle in chains must have been very emotionally moving and highly gratifying to Paul.

28:16 And when we entered Rome, Paul was allowed to stay by himself, with the soldier who was guarding him.  {de. (cc)--o[te (cs)--eivse,rcomai (viaa--1p)--eivj (pa)--~Rw,mh (n-af-s)--o` Pau/loj (n-dm-s)--evpitre,pw (viap--3s) to allow or permit something--me,nw (vnpa)--kata, (pa)--e`autou/ (npam3s)--su,n (pd)--o` stratiw,thj (n-dm-s)--fula,ssw (vppadm-s)--auvto,j (npam3s)}  

28:17 And it happened that after three days he called together those who were the leading men of the Jews, and when they had come together, he began saying to them, "Brethren, though I had done nothing against our people, or the customs of our fathers, yet I was delivered prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans.  {de, (cc)--gi,nomai (viad--3s)--meta, (pa)--h`me,ra (n-af-p)--trei/j (a-caf-p)--auvto,j (npam3s) acc. of gen. ref.--sugkale,w (vnam) in middle, to call to oneself, to summon--o` (damp+) eivmi, (vppaam-p)--prw/toj (a-oam-p)--o` VIoudai/oj (ap-gm-p)--de, (cc)--n auvto,j (npgm3p)--sune,rcomai (vpaagm-p)--le,gw (viia--3s)--pro,j (pa)--auvto,j (npam3p)—avnh,r (n-vm-p)--avdelfo,j (n-vm-p)--evgw, (npn-1s)--poie,w (vpaanm1s) concessive ptc.--ouvdei,j (apcan-s)--evnanti,oj (a--an-s) lit. opposite, opposed to, contrary to--o` lao,j (n-dm-s)--h; (cc)—

to, e;qoj (n-dn-p)  that which is traditional, or customary, the fixed order--to, patrw/|oj (a--dn-p) 3X, derived from one's father or ancestors--paradi,dwmi (viap--1s) delivered over, handed over--de,smioj (n-nm-s)--evk (pg)--~Ieroso,luma (n-gn-p)--eivj (pa)--h` cei,r (n-af-p)--o` ~Rwmai/oj (ap-gm-p)}

28:18 "And when they had examined me, they were willing to release me because there was no ground for putting me to death.  {o[stij (aprnm-p) lit who were of such a kind--avnakri,nw (vpaanm-p) temporal, after they tried me--lit. to judge again, to examine carefully, used of his prior court proceedings before Felix and Festus--evgw, (npa-1s)--bou,lomai (viin--3p)--avpolu,w (vnaa) comp. infin. to release or pardon--dia, (pa)--to. (dans+) u`pa,rcw (vnpaa) causal infin--mhdei,j (a-caf-s)--aivti,a (n-af-s) cause, reason, or grounds--qa,natoj (n-gm-s)--evn (pd)--evgw, (npd-1s)}

28:19 "But when the Jews objected, I was forced to appeal to Caesar; not that I had any accusation against my nation.  {de, (ch)--o` VIoudai/oj (ap-gm-p)--avntile,gw (vppagm-p) 9X, to speak against, to oppose--avnagka,zw (viap--1s) 9X, to force someone to do something, to compel--evpikale,w (vnam) comp. infin.--Kai/sar (n-am-s)--ouv (qn)--w`j (cs) like, as, as though--e;cw (vppanm1s)--ti.j (apian-s)--kathgore,w (vnpa) to charge or accuse--to. e;qnoj (n-gn-s)--evgw, (npg-1s)}

28:20 "For this reason therefore, I requested to see you and to speak with you, for I am wearing this chain for the sake of the hope of Israel."  {dia, (pa)--ou-toj (a-daf-s)--h` aivti,a (n-af-s)--ou=n (ch)-- parakale,w (viaa--1s) to call alongside, to request--ei=don (vnaa) comp. infin.--kai, (cc)--proslale,w (vnaa) comp. infin--su, (npa-2p)--ga,r (cs)--peri,keimai (vipp--1s) 5X, lit. to have placed around, to be in chains here--a[lusij (n-af-s)--ou-toj (a-daf-s)--e[neka (pg) on account of, for the sake of--h` evlpi,j (n-gf-s)--o` VIsrah,l (n-gm-s)}

Exposition vs. 16-20

1. At last, the great apostle and his friends arrived in Rome, along with the other prisoners that were accompanying them.

2. They entered the city through the Porta Capena, the gate of the Republican walls from which the Via Appia started.

3. At this point, the “we” section of Acts comes to another end; but it is clearly understood that Luke did not desert Paul.

4. Internal evidence in the letters to the Colossians and Philemon indicate that Luke was with him at the time of writing.  Col. 4:14; Philemon 24

5. The Western text, followed in part by the Byzantine text, gives us fuller information at this point by stating that the centurion delivered the prisoners to the captain of the guard, but Paul was allowed…
6. The variant reading is likely not the original text, and has raised numerous questions that have never been fully resolved.

7. One would readily conclude that when Julius arrived at Rome he turned his prisoners over to the person in charge of processing them into the Roman legal system.  The Stratopedarch
8. While the text at this point is suspect, this title has been interpreted as denoting the Prefect of the Praetorian Guard, stationed in a large camp adjoing the walls of Rome.

9. However, this title could not properly designate an officer of such high rank; and the Praetorian Prefect would hardly be concerned with a modest duty like the reception of prisoners.

10. As we noted in Acts 27:1, there is some confusion as to exactly what branch of service Julius belonged.

11. Ramsay suggested that it was a group of Legionary centurions, called frumentarii that went to and fro between Rome and the armies, employed for numerous purposes as couriers, and for conducting prisoners.

12. They all belonged to legions stationed in the provinces, and were considered to be on detached duty when they went to Rome; and while in rome there were soldiers from abroad, peregrini.
13. While in Rome, they resided at a camp on the Caelian Hill, called Castra Peregrinorum; and there were always a number of these present, changing from day to day, as some came and others departed.

14. Ramsay suggests that the camp officer in Acts is the Greek name used in the Western text; although, he admits the whole branch of service is very obscure.

15. This person, whoever it may have been, determined that Paul was going to be treated differently than the other prisoners and allowed him a much greater measure or freedom.

16. This likely occurred for two reasons; first, Julius provided information that demonstrated Paul was really not a threat to flee and secondly, the report from Festus must have indicated the true nature of the charges against Paul.

17. Therefore, when Paul came to Rome he was treated with the utmost leniency, being allowed to rent his own quarters in the city and live there at his own convenience.

18. Although he was not incarcerated with the other prisoners, he would have remained under the surveillance of a soldier at all times, who was responsible for Paul and his presence when required.

19. He would have been fastened to Paul by a light chain at the wrist, which Paul mentions in verse 20.

20. While the guard would be changed on a regular basis, none of those in charge of Paul attempted to prevent him from having visitors or from doing those things Paul deemed necessary.

21. It is very easy to recognize that those soldiers that found themselves chained to Paul heard a great deal of divine viewpoint from him in the normal course of his day to day activities.

22. Therefore, while he was not allowed to move freely outside the house, he was allowed every freedom within the house.

23. After the noted depression of spirit (Acts 28:15), this book concludes with the distinct implication of easier and more hopeful circumstances.

24. Although he work went on largely unimpeded, this time of relative ease and rest after the hardships of his arrest, incarceration and the dangerous voyage must have been a welcome period for Paul.

25. His writings during this time, which include the prison epistles of Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon, demonstrate a confidence that had replaced his initial feelings when entering Rome.  These were likely written in the middle or toward the end of Paul’s first Roman imprisonment.
26. When Paul entered Rome, it was the culmination of a journey that he had contemplated for many years, and had been twice promised by God.  Rom. 15:24,32; Acts 23:11, 27:24

27. Although the promises of God had been fulfilled, and Paul’s prayers for this visit had been answered, he was not coming to Rome as a free man to teach in the name of Jesus.

28. Instead, he is marched in between files of soldiers, reported to the authorities as a prisoner to be tried, and kept night and day under a military guard.

29. If Paul the tent-maker had began his ministry in the commercial city of Corinth in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling, how did Paul the prisoner feel about beginning his work in Rome under such incredible suspicion.  ICor. 2:3

30. However, he was no stranger in this city, already being aware of the church that was in that city and being encouraged by those that had shown their solidarity with him by coming to meet him.

31. As was his custom, following the dictum to the Jew first, Paul began to make arrangements as soon as was convenient to contact the Jewish community at Rome.

32. He obviously was not free to go to the synagogues and engage them; but, if he had been, there is evidence that several such synagogues existed in Rome.

33. Instead, Paul invited the recognized Jewish leaders to come and meet with him in his quarters.

34. There is insufficient evidence to determine precisely which officials are in view but it is clear that Paul’s purpose is to explain his presence in Rome, find out how much they knew about his situation, and begin his evangelization of them as well.

35. He begins his address with the usual Men, brothers, demonstrating that he was about to make a personal apologia.

36. His first order of business was to explain why he was there and to assure the leaders of his people that he was completely innocent, circumstantial evidence notwithstanding.

37. Paul is careful to make no charges against the leadership at Jerusalem, merely stating that he had done nothing that violated any of the laws or customs of the Jews and had certainly done nothing against the Jewish people.

38. In spite of his assertions of innocence, Paul had been handed over to the Romans following his arrest in Jerusalem in the Temple.

39. Having been delivered to the Romans, and having been legally examined by them, the court failed to substantiate any of the charges against Paul.

40. He had done nothing worthy of imprisonment or death, something that had been noted by several people, and should have been set free by every canon of justice.

41. He explains that the Romans themselves desired to set Paul free, and would have done so except for the protestations of the Jews.

42. This being the case, Paul was forced to appeal to Caesar—not to bring any sort of complaint against his people, but to save his life.

43. The relationship between the Jews and Rome had been deteriorating for some time, evidenced by the fact that Claudius had expelled the Jews from Rome, likely late in 50 AD.

44. This would have caused the influential Jews at Rome to be very sensitive about the presence of any Jew that might stir up any further trouble with the Romans.

45. Having explained to these men his arrest without cause, his trial without conclusion, and the fact that he had nothing personally against the leadership of his nation, Paul concludes with his explanation of his imprisonment.

46. At this first meeting, Paul does not seem to explicitly present the gospel to these Jews as much as simply explain his presence and insist on his innocence.

47. The final comment that he was wearing this chain for the sake of the hope of Israel was true and would have enlisted their sympathies; for it was no uncommon thing for Jews to be persecuted.

48. The natural tendency for normal human beings is to be offended and take the part of someone that has been unfairly treated.

49. The ancestral Jewish hope of resurrection, which Paul believed was fulfilled in Jesus of Nazareth, was the real point of contention between Paul and his accusers in Jerusalem.

50. Therefore, as Paul saw it, he was wearing a Roman chain for nothing more than being a loyal Jew that was faithful to his ancestral scriptures and beliefs.

51. If nothing else, this was something would surely demanded the attention of the Jews, since the Romans legally permitted their religion.

28:21 And they said to him, "We have neither received letters from Judea concerning you, nor have any of the brethren come here and reported or spoken anything bad about you.  {de, (ch)--o` (dnmp+)--ei=pon (viaa--3p)--pro,j (pa)--auvto,j (npam3s)--evgw, (npn-1p)--ou;te (cc)--de,comai (viad--1p)--gra,mma (n-an-p)--peri, (pg)--su, (npg-2s)--avpo, (pg)--h` VIoudai,a (n-gf-s)--ou;te (cc)-- ti.j (apinm-s) some, any--o` avdelfo,j (n-gm-p)--paragi,nomai (vpadnm-s)--avpagge,llw (viaa--3s) to inform, proclaim or declare--h; (cc)--lale,w (viaa--3s)--ti.j (a-ian-s)--ponhro,j (ap-an-s)--peri, (pg)--su, (npg-2s)}

28:22 "But we desire to hear from you what your views are; for concerning this sect, it is known to us that it is spoken against everywhere."  {de, (cc)--avxio,w (vipa--1p) 7X, to deem something worthy, to think it is right or proper--avkou,w (vnaa) comp. infin--para, (pg)--su, (npg-2s)--o[j (-apran-p) what things--frone,w (vipa--2s) you are thinking--me,n (qs) not translated but has the force of "this much we do know"--ga,r (cs)--peri, (pg)--h` ai[resij (n-gf-s) party, sect or school of thought--ou-toj (a-dgf-s)--eivmi, (vipa--3s)--gnwsto,j (a--nn-s) what is known--evgw, (npd-1p)--o[ti (cc) indir. disc-- avntile,gw (vipp--3s) it is being spoken against--pantacou/ (ab) in all directions, everywhere}

28:23 And when they had set a day for him, they came to him at his lodging in large numbers; and he was explaining to them by solemnly testifying about the kingdom of God, and trying to persuade them concerning Jesus, from both the Law of Moses and from the Prophets, from morning until evening.  {de, (cc)--ta,ssw (vpamnm-p) to assign one a place or task, to arrange or appoint--h`me,ra (n-af-s)--auvto,j (npdm3s)--e;rcomai (viaa--3p)--pro,j (pa)--auvto,j (npam3s)--eivj (pa)--h` xeni,a (n-af-s) 2X, the place where one is kept of lodges, a room for a stranger--polu,j (apmnm-p) many, much, in large numbers--o[j (aprdm-p) to whom, in NAS, to them--evkti,qhmi (viim--3s) lit. to place outside, in middle to expound or explain--diamartu,romai (vppnnm-s)—

h` basilei,a (n-af-s)--o` qeo,j (n-gm-s)--te, (cc)--pei,qw (vppanm-s) persuading, or trying to--auvto,j (npam3p)--peri, (pg)--o` VIhsou/j (n-gm-s)--avpo, (pg)--te, (cc+)--o` no,moj (n-gm-s)--Mwu?sh/j (n-gm-s)--kai, (cc)--o` profh,thj (n-gm-p)--avpo, (pg)--prwi< (ab^ap-gn-s) early in the day, the morning--e[wj (pg)-- e`spe,pa (n-gf-s) a period from late afternoon to dark, evening}

28:24 And some were being persuaded by the things spoken, but others would not believe.  {kai, (ch)--me,n (cc)--o` (dnmp+) those, some--pei,qw (viip--3p)--to, (ddnp+) le,gw (vpppdn-p)--de, (cc)--o` (dnmp+) those, others--avpiste,w (viia--3p) continued to disbelieve}

Exposition vs. 21-24

1. The Jew’s response to Paul’s assertions has been called candid and becoming by some, and quite surprising by others.

2. The fact that they claim to have heard nothing at all about Paul is quite surprising and hard to believe in a absolute sense; although, they may have been honestly speaking about only the recent past.

3. Their claim to have received no letters from Judea concerning you may be true enough, although Paul had left Caesarea some 5-6 months earlier and the leadership in Jerusalem certainly had time to send communications to Rome if they had desired.

4. It is clear from Acts that there had been both Jews and proselytes from Rome present on the day of Pentecost when the church was born.  Acts 2:10

5. Further, the incident mentioned in Acts 18 about the expulsion of the Jews from Rome was thought be Seutonius to be based on some difficulties caused by one Chrestus.

6. Since Seutonius wrote some 70 years after the fact, it is very conceivable that while he considered Chrestus to be some sort of local Jewish agitator, the real trouble among the Jews in Rome arose because of the conflict between those that accepted the fact that Jesus was the Christ and those that did not.

7. Further, Paul’s work had encompassed the world from Israel, north through Cilicia, westward through Asia Minor, further west to the provinces of Thrace and Achaia, as far as the regions of Dalmatia, the region that lay across the Adriatic Sea from Italy.

8. Further, the church at Rome was known by Paul to be a thriving entity when he wrote to them in 57 AD, a fact that must have been known among the unbelieving Jews that resided at Rome.

9. Given these facts, it is more likely that the Jews here are taking a diplomatically correct course and not getting any more involved than need be.

10. These men certainly knew something about Christianity in general and probably had some information and opinions about Paul specifically,

11. Nevertheless, they claim to be unbiased by any unfavorable reports and present an appearance of wanting to hear more about this issue so they can make up their own minds.

12. Bruce suggests that they truly had heard nothing further from the Jews in Jerusalem that instigated this case against Paul since they realized that they would have little chance of success in Rome.

13. After all, they had failed in their quest to kill Paul in Jerusalem; they had failed under Felix, and finally lost out when Festus referred the case to Caesar.

14. Therefore, it is very possible that no official communication had reached the Jews in Rome, who likely preferred to avoid controversy in the first place.

15. After all, they would probably not want to get involved in the prosecution of a Roman citizen that had been before Felix and Festus and had received a favorable hearing from Agrippa.

16. Since this case was going to the emperor, they likely wished to have as little as possible to do with Paul or his Christianity.

17. They profess intellectual honesty and appear, at least on the surface, to be willing to hear Paul out.

18. They do admit some second-hand knowledge of Christianity, stating that they are aware of the fact that this sect is known to us that it is spoken against everywhere.
19. However, they suggest that the unfavorable views of Christianity that are rampant in the Roman Empire among other Jews have not prejudiced them.

20. They fix a time that is convenient for them to come together for a formal and deliberate hearing of what Paul believed.

21. This second meeting was comprised of a much larger delegation than the first and convened at the rented quarters Paul occupied.

22. The kingdom of God was the basis for his exhortations that day, something about which the Jews likely thought they had ample information.

23. Interestingly enough, the phrase the kingdom of God is not used in the Old Testament but is explained at length in the gospels, primarily by Jesus.

24. The Jews would have accepted that God was uniquely the king (Ps. 10:16; Isa. 44:6; Zeph. 3:15) over Israel, His chosen people, who had been redeemed from the land of Egypt.  Ex. 6:7; Lev. 26:12

25. The fact that the kingdom had been taken from them due to their negative volition and given to a nation that would produce the fruit of it was something they surely did not know, and likely would not want to accept.  Matt. 21:43

26. Paul must have explained to them that racial qualifications did not determine whether or not one was accepted in God’s kingdom; something of which the typical Jew was all too certain.  Lk. 3:8

27. The focal point of the kingdom of God in its current expression is the Lord Jesus Christ; and faith in Him is an absolute necessity for accessing the kingdom.

28. Paul focused his attention on trying to persuade them to change their minds and accept the truth of the good news about Jesus Christ.

29. He attempted to document the truth of his contentions from the Jewish scriptures, providing his documentation from both the Law of Moses and from the Prophets.
30. The real truth of the Old Testament scriptures demonstrated the rule of God in the kingdom of God was going to be administered through a man He chose, the Messiah, and it was Jesus that filled this role.  Gen. 3:15, 12:3; Deut. 18:15; Ps. 8:3-6, 22:1-21, 110:1-3; Isa. 42:1-4, 49:5-7, 50:4-10, 52:13-15, 53, 59:16-20, 61:1-3; Dan. 7:13-14

31. While many other scriptures could be adduced to prove Paul’s contention, these are certainly representative of the fact that God’s messiah was promised to Israel and that messiah could be no one other than Jesus Christ.

32. No doubt, Paul explained the significance behind the Old Testament types that foreshadowed Christ, such as the ark, the animal sacrifices, the High Priest, etc.

33. With such a wealth of Old Testament proof, it might be surprising that everyone did not accept the obvious and place his faith in Christ.

34. Nevertheless, some of those that heard continued to withhold belief, something that is made clear by verse 24. 

35. The intellectually honest, positive Jews recognized that their historic belief in God’s messiah was not misplaced and they now recognized the proper object of their faith had come.

36. Others, despite all the evidence to the contrary, continued to withhold faith in Christ; although they must have continued to believe that they were God’s people and were acceptable before Him.

37. This is the nature of negative volition; once they commit themselves to some viewpoint it is ultimately impossible to get them to change their minds, no matter how many proofs you can offer about their errors.

Doctrine of the Kingdom of God

Doctrine of Volition

28:25 And when they did not agree with one another, they began leaving after Paul had spoken one parting word, "The Holy Spirit rightly spoke through Isaiah the prophet to your fathers,  {de, (cc)--eivmi, (vppanm-p)--avsu,mfwnoj (a--nm-p) 1X, lit. not speaking with, without symphany, not harmonious, unable to agree--pro,j (pa)--avllh,lwn (npam3p)--avpolu,w (viim--3p) only used here in middle voice, they were loosing themselves--o` Pau/loj (n-gm-s)--ei=pon (vpaagm-s)--r`h/ma (n-an-s)--ei-j (a-can-s)--o[ti (abr) indir. disc.--to. pneu/ma (n-nn-s)--to. a[gioj (a--nn-s)--kalw/j (ab) fitly, rightly, appropriately--lale,w (viaa--3s)--dia, (pg)--VHsai<aj (n-gm-s)--o` profh,thj (n-gm-s)--pro,j (pa)--o` path,r (n-am-p)--su, (npg-2p)}
28:26 saying, 'GO TO THIS PEOPLE AND SAY, "YOU WILL KEEP ON HEARING, BUT WILL NOT UNDERSTAND; AND YOU WILL KEEP ON SEEING, BUT WILL NOT PERCEIVE;  {le,gw (vppanm-s)--poreu,omai (vmao--2s)--pro,j (pa)--o` lao,j (n-am-s)--ou-toj (a-dam-s)--kai, (cc)-- ei=pon (vmaa--2s)--avkoh, (n-df-s) a hearing, news, a report, idiom for over and over, keep hearing--avkou,w (vifa--2p)--kai, (ch)--ouv (qn)--mh, (qn) absolutely not--suni,hmi (vsaa--2p) to employ one's capacity for understanding and arrive at insight, to understand--kai, (cc)--ble,pw (vrpanm2p)-- ble,pw (vifa--2p) lit. seeing you will see, you will certainly see--kai, (ch)--ouv (qn)--mh, (qn) absolutely not--ei=don (vsaa--2p) recognize what it is you are seeing}
28:27 FOR THE HEART OF THIS PEOPLE HAS BECOME DULL, AND WITH THEIR EARS THEY SCARCELY HEAR, AND THEY HAVE CLOSED THEIR EYES; LEST THEY SHOULD SEE WITH THEIR EYES, AND HEAR WITH THEIR EARS, AND UNDERSTAND WITH THEIR HEART AND RETURN, AND I SHOULD HEAL THEM. "'  {ga,r (cs)--h` kardi,a (n-nf-s)--o` lao,j (n-gm-s)--ou-toj (a-dgm-s)--pacu,nw (viap--3s) 2X, to make thick or fat, figuratively, to make impervious to sensation, to make insensitive or dull, unable to understand--kai, (cc)--to, ou=j (n-dn-p)--bare,wj (ab) 2X, lit.heavily, to hear heavily means to be mentally slow to comprehend what you are hearing--avkou,w (viaa--3p)—

kai, (cc)--kammu,w (viaa--3p) 2X, to close the eyes means to refuse to look at something honestly, to refuse to evaluate something fairly, intellectual dishonesty--o` ovfqalmo,j (n-am-p)--auvto,j (npgm3p)--mh,pote (cs) never, at no time governs the four subjunctives that follow--ei=don (vsaa--3p)--o` ovfqalmo,j (n-dm-p)--kai, (cc)--avkou,w (vsaa--3p)--to. ou=j (n-dn-p)--kai, (cc)--suni,hmi (vsaa--3p) lit. to bring together, to comprehend, to perceive clearly, to have insight--h` kardi,a (n-df-s)--kai, (ch)--evpistre,fw (vsaa--3p)--kai, (ch)--iva,omai (vifd--1s) would, not should--auvto,j (npam3p) individually and nationally}

28:28 "Let it be known to you therefore, that this salvation of God has been sent to the Gentiles; they will also listen."  {ou=n (ch)--eivmi, (vmpa--3s)--gnwsto,j (a--nn-s)--su, (npd-2p)--o[ti (cc) indir. disc.--ou-toj (a-dnn-s)--to. swth,rioj (ap-nn-s) 5X, the salvation or deliverance, by metonymy the Messiah Himself, as the one that mediates salvation  Lk. 2:30, 3:6--o` qeo,j (n-gm-s)--avposte,llw (viap--3s)--to, e;qnoj (n-dn-p)--auvto,j (npnm3p) they themselves--kai, (ch) adjunctive--avkou,w (vifm--3p) this verb is only used in the middle voice by Luke in Acts, to listen or hear something for oneself}
Exposition vs. 25-28

1. The Jews as a whole that day rejected the doctrines Paul taught about the promised messiah and the fact that Jesus Christ was the fulfillment of all the prophetic words.

2. The ones that did not believe in verse 24 came to be at odds with Paul and those that were persuaded.
3. This is typical of the mixed response we have observed in Acts wherever the gospel had been presented.

4. This is another example of the doctrine that Jesus Christ taught about the fact that the truth tends to divide and polarize men.  Lk. 12:51-53; Jn. 7:42-44, 9:16, 10:19-21; Acts 14:3-4

5. No doubt, they argued repeatedly with Paul that day about his understanding and interpretations of the Word of God.

6. Before they left, however, Paul gave one final exhortation to them that explained their actions from the Old Testament scriptures that they rejected.

7. This they could not accept and the Jews loosed themselves from Paul and went away arguing among themselves.

8. His final statement, with which they violently disagreed, contained two points that they found extremely offensive.

9. The first was Paul’s attempt to prove the obduracy (hard-heartedness, refusal to listen or change) of Israel from the Scriptures on the ground, that Isaiah had foretold the Jew’s rejection of their own messiah.

10. Secondly, he insisted that the very gospel the Jews rejected would be sent to the Gentiles and they would respond favorably.

11. He documented his first point by quoting Isaiah 6:9-10 from the LXX which had changed the Hebrew imperatives in vs. 9b-10a into finite verbs, thus placing the entire blame for Israel’s estrangement from God on the stubbornness of the people themselves.

12. This passage was one that was quite familiar to the early church since it had been used by Jesus, was quoted by John, and used by Paul himself in the letter to the Romans.  Matt. 13:13ff; Mk. 4:12; Lk. 8:10; Jn. 12:39; Rom. 11:8

13. There was a very distinct parallel between the ministry of Paul to the Jews of his day and the ministry of Isaiah to Judah and Jerusalem some 800 years earlier.

14. It was very easy to see in God’s instructions to Isaiah an explanation for the rejection of the Jews of the first century.

15. Further, this passage would have produced some encouragement and comfort for Paul as he faced the negative volition of his owns people.

16. In 721 BC, the Northern Kingdom (Israel) had gone into captivity under the Assyrians and, in light of this judgment, the Southern Kingdom (Judah) is warned and urged to change their ways.

17. Although the prophets have repeatedly warned them about a similar judgment, the people of Judah refused to listen.

18. As the time for God’s Divine discipline is drawing near, Isaiah is commissioned to proclaim the truth to this disobedient nation.

19. However, God made it clear in the commission that his task was not going to bring about the salvation of these people.

20. Instead, his teaching was going to meet with complete and utter rejection and would only serve to bring greater guilt on the nation.

21. The people are viewed as rebellious sheep, having their hearts fattened for the day of slaughter.  

22. The spiritual condition of Israel at that time is recorded in such passages as Isa. 28:9-13, 29:9-15 and the words of Isaiah would only serve to further dull their senses.

23. They would keep on hearing the Word of God and, although the historical trend of the nation has been and was now away from doctrine, God kept providing the truth in spite of their negative volition.

24. They would also keep on seeing but would not be able to grasp the historical trends of their time in history and remained in the dark, not accepting or believing the judgment that was about to fall.

25. They were insensitive to spiritual things since their heart had become fat, a reference to the fact that their negative volition toward the plan of God had resulted in scar tissue of the soul.

26. The overall effect of Isaiah’s ministry among the Jews would be to render the deaf still more deaf, and to render those that could not see still more blind.

27. The Word of God is something that they find disturbing and since they no longer want to have anything to do with it, it effectively becomes useless to them.

28. The very simple principle is that that light rejected results in judgment.

29. When a person wants the truth, it is readily available and the light is given to them; when a person does not avail himself of the light available, there is still sufficient darkness to confound those that are willfully blind.

30. The effect of the truth on people says nothing about the truth itself; it says something about the corrupt state of those that reject it.

31. No matter how much a person that is negative sees or hears, it will not convince a will that is opposed to the truth; one must love divine things in order to understand them.

32. The negative volition of the Jews, first in Isaiah’s day and now in Paul’s, caused them to reject the truth and sealed their spiritual fate.

33. In spite of the repeated rejections and spiritual insensitivity of these people, God has freely offered His salvation with the promise that they can return, and I will heal them.
34. Healing refers to salvation Ph1 and not to physical healing as seen in what follows in Acts 28:28.

35. These Jews are not going to walk away from this encounter with Paul without hearing the truth that God’s plan has taken a turn away from their nation and toward the Gentiles.

36. A revolutionary new approach for proclaiming the gospel has been worked out during the missionary journeys of Paul, a policy that advocated the proclamation of the gospel to the Jew first, then to the Gentiles.
37. Unlike the Jews, a group that primarily rejected the gospel, the Gentiles will give it a favorable reception and will bring forth the fruit of it.  Matt. 21:43

38. There can be little doubt that Paul’s words fell on many spiritually deaf ears that day and his final comments must have infuriated those that did not believe.

39. Nevertheless, the plan of God goes on, with or without the Jews.

40. The judgment that was foretold to Isaiah for the negative volition of the Jews had both a near and distant fulfillment.

41. The near fulfillment came with the Babylonian captivity in 586 BC, while the distant fulfillment came at the hands of Rome in 70 AD.

42. The book of Acts has dramatically demonstrated that the negative volition of the Jews did not hinder the working of God.

43. Paul deals with the Jewish unbelief and the relationship between Gentile believers in the Church age and Israel in the book of Romans.  Rom. 9-11

44. The text of verse 29 is limited to the Western and Byzantine families of texts and is not recorded by the best authorities.

28:30 And he stayed two full years in his own rented quarters, and was welcoming all who came to him,  {de, (cc)--evmme,nw (viaa--3s) to remain in the same place for a period of time--dieti,a (n-af-s)--o[loj (a--af-s)--evn (pd)--i;dioj (a--dn-s)--mi,sqwma (n-dn-s) 1X, that which has been rented or hired--kai, (cc)--avpode,comai (viin--3s) giving a friendly reception, welcoming--pa/j (a--am-p)--o` (damp+) eivsporeu,omai (vppnam-p) lit. to proceed into, coming in--pro,j (pa)--auvto,j (npam3s)}
28:31 preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching concerning the Lord Jesus Christ with all openness, unhindered.  {khru,ssw (vppanm-s) to act as a herald, to proclaim--h` basilei,a (n-af-s)--o` qeo,j (n-gm-s)--kai, (cc)--dida,skw (vppanm-s)--to. (danp+)--peri, (pg)--o` ku,rioj (n-gm-s)--VIhsou/j (n-gm-s)--Cristo,j (n-gm-s)—

meta, (pg)--pa/j (a--gf-s)--parrhsi,a (n-gf-s) a state of boldness or confidence, sometimes implying intimidating circumstances, this phrase only used here and Phil. 1:20, which was written during this time--avkwlu,twj (ab) 1X, without hindrance, freely, without restriction}

Exposition vs. 30-31

1. Luke concludes his work with a terse statement designed to explain the events as far as he knew them.

2. Many have recognized this and have wondered why the book of Acts seems to end on such an abrupt note.

3. Some have suggested that Acts ends with relatively little fanfare since Luke intended to write another volume, further explaining the progress of the gospel.

4. While this may be true, there is no real proof of such a contention.

5. Others, who misdate the book of Acts, suggest that Luke was well aware of the outcome of Paul’s trial, the fall of Jerusalem and other events that occurred later, and simply does not inform us.

6. The truth is that the book ends with the gospel penetrating the Empire as far as the capital itself, documenting the progress of the church from the time of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

7. It describes and documents the negative volition of the Jews toward the gospel and also documents the positive volition among the Gentiles and the progress of the church.

8. For the following two years, Paul stayed in a rental house that he would have had to pay for himself.

9. We know that he must have had some source of income and it is clear from the epistle to the Philippians that churches continued to support him financially.

10. This must have been a huge encouragement because Paul himself notes that some were less than enthusiastic to identify themselves with him when he was imprisoned the second time.  IITim. 1:15-17

11. Many believers would not want to be associated with a man that was apparently a criminal and imprisoned for reasons they did not understand.

12. Paul’s detractors obviously had a field day with the knowledge that he was in prison and likely used this information to attempt to turn believers against him.

13. Their argument would have suggested that Paul was in prison because he was a spiritual failure and was someone from whom you would be wise to separate.

14. However, Paul continued to stay in contact with the churches he founded and the epistles to the Philippians, Ephesians, Colossians, and Philemon were written during this two-year period.

15. There have been some suggestions that Paul continued his occupation as a tent maker and was able to support himself during this time.

16. That would be doubtful since it would be quite awkward to attempt to make tents with a Roman soldier chained to his wrist.

17. The conditions of his confinement did not allow him to go anywhere outside his own quarters, but anyone that wanted to come and visit him was not turned away.

18. As Paul has consistently demonstrated, his concern was not with himself and his own circumstances; it was with the kingdom of God and teaching concerning the Lord Jesus Christ.
19. In fact, the concluding verses of Acts have a decidedly upbeat tone as the Romans allow Paul to go about his business with all openness, unhindered.
20. During this 1st Roman imprisonment, Paul was blessed with the presence of many of his friends, and he continued to administrate his canon as an ambassador in chains.
21. We know that Luke and Aristarchus had accompanied him to Rome and we find that Timothy was present for some, or most, of his imprisonment.  Phil. 2:19

22. Tychicus also joined Paul in Rome and was sent on a mission to Asia, particularly to the churches of the Lycos valley in around 61 AD.  Col. 4:7-8

23. Mark, the young believer that had been the focal point of the contention between Barnabas and Paul, and Paul had reconciled their differences and he joined Paul in Rome as well.  Col. 4:10

24. Paul had continued to enjoy evangelistic success in Rome as observed in the conversion of the runaway slave, Onesimus, the subject of the book of Philemon.  Col. 4:9; Philemon 10

25. It is clear that Christianity had penetrated the capital city of the Empire and even made progress in the Imperial household.  Phil. 4:22

26. The fact that Paul was imprisoned for a period of two years in Rome may have more significance than initially meets the eye.

27. There is some evidence that a statutory period existed in Roman law, within which the prosecution must make its case against the accused; that period was eighteen months.

28. The Jews’ case against Paul appears to simply collapse and they likely just let the time limitation expire without further efforts at a conviction.

29. They had already observed that several Roman magistrates had heard their case; and not one had pronounced the guilty verdict they so badly wanted.

30. If they continued to prosecute Paul under Roman law and their charges were found to be spurious or simply contentious, they knew that Rome dealt harshly with unsuccessful prosecutions.

31. Therefore, as much as they hated Paul and wanted him silenced (or dead), they were afraid to proceed further.

32. During these two years Paul ministered to positive volition in the capital, eventually appearing before Caesar and being acquitted of any wrongdoing.

33. This trial fulfilled the prophecy of Jesus Christ that Paul would stand before Caesar and witness at Rome also.  Acts 23:11, 27:24

34. At the end of the two years, Paul is exonerated, gains his freedom, and continues his ministry throughout the empire.

35. This is evident from the fact that the first epistle to Timothy cannot be placed chronologically into the missionary journeys.  ITim. 1:3, 3:14

36. There is no indication in Acts that Paul was ever on Crete during any of his travels, with the exception of the time he sailed past it on the way to Rome.  Acts 27:7; Tit. 1:5

37. It is clear from the epistle to the Philippians that Paul has not completed his course and is expecting to be released.  Phil. 1:19,25

38. Whereas the second letter to Timothy contains no such confidence and, in fact, Paul is clearly contemplating his impending death.  IITim. 4:6-7

39. A proposed itinerary following this first imprisonment follows.

A. Paul was imprisoned from Feb. 60-March 62AD.

B. It was during this time that he wrote the prison epistles.

C. He was released and continued his ministry until 68 AD when he was martyred.

D. The first segment of his ministry was in the regions east of Rome from March, 62-Spring, 64 AD.

E. Based on traditional evidence, the second segment of his ministry was conducted in Spain from the spring, 64 AD-Spring, 66 AD.

F. It was during this time, under the reign of Nero, that Rome was burned and many Christians suffered martyrdom, including Peter.

G. The third segment of his ministry was again toward the east, and he appears to have been on Crete in the spring of 66 AD.

H. He left Titus in charge there and wrote him, informing him that he intended to spend the winter in Nicopolis, which we conclude he did.  Winter, 66-67 AD

I. After that, he and Titus ministered in Macedonia and Greece from the spring to the fall of 67 AD.

J. It has been suggested that Paul was arrested in Corinth in the fall of 67 AD and appeared before Nero, who was in Greece at that time.

K. Paul was then sent to Rome, apparently had a brief trial, and was cast into prison to await his fate.

L. At this time, Paul wrote the second letter to Timothy, informing him that the end is at hand.

M. Nero returned to Rome in January, 68 AD and lost power in April of that same year.

N. It has been concluded that Nero had Paul beheaded in the spring of 68 AD.
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