CHAPTER four

4:1 As they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the temple guard and the Sadducees came up to them,

{lale,w (vppagm-p)--de, (cc)--auvto,j (npgm3p)--pro,j (pa) + o` lao,j (n-am-s)--o` i`ereu,j (n-nm-p)--kai, (cc)--o` strathgo,j (n-nm-s)--to`/ i`ero,j (ap-gn-s)   chief magistrate (the  highest civil official in Philippi); tou/  i`erou/ captain of the temple guard--kai, (cc)--o` Sadoukai/oj (n-nm-p) all 10X this word is used, it is used with the captain of the temple guard, all in Lk/Acts--evfi,sthmi (viaa--3p)--auvto,j (npdm3p)}

4:2 being greatly disturbed because they were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the dead.

{diapone,omai (vppnnm-p) to be greatly annoyed or upset, to be very disturbed--dia, (pa) + articular infin.=on account of. o` dida,skw (vnpaa)--auvto,j (npam3p) ac.gen.ref. subject of infinitive--o--`-- lao,j (n-am-s) --kai, (cc)--katagge,llw (vnpaa)--prep. en + | o` Ihsou/j (n-lm-s)--h`  avna,stasij (n-af-s)--h`` (dafs)—evk (pg) ---nekro,j (ap-gm-p)}

4:3 And they laid hands on them and put them in jail until the next day, for it was already evening.

{kai, (ch)--evpiba,llw (viaa--3p)--auvto,j (npdm3p)--h cei,r (n-af-p)--kai, (cc)--ti,qhmi (viam--3p)—eivj (pa) +   th,rhsij (n-af-s), 3X, a watching or keeping, hence custody or imprisonment—eivj (pa) +  h au;rion (ab), tomorrow, the next day--ga,r (cs)--eivmi, (viia--3s)--h;dh (ab)--e`spe,ra (n-nf-s) evening, 3X, Lk/Acts}

4:4 But many of those who had heard the message believed; and the number of the men came to be about five thousand.

(de, (cc/ch)--polu,j (ap-nm-p)--o` avkou,w (vpaagm-p)--o` lo,goj (n-am-s)--pisteu,w (viaa--3p)--kai, (cc/ch)--gi,nomai (viao--3s)--avriqmo,j (n-nm-s)--o` avnh,r (n-gm-p)--w`j (ab)--cilia,j (n-nf-p)--pe,nte (a-cnf-p)}

Exposition vs. 1-4

1. The exuberance of the healed man caused a crowd to gather which likely grew larger during Peter’s speech.

2. We are not told how many were present, but the number must have been substantial.

3. This event quickly aroused the attention of the Jewish leadership, who was probably already aware of the growing numbers from Pentecost onward.

4. Three specific groups are mentioned as arriving to deal with what they considered to be a disturbance.

5. The priests are mentioned for the first time in Acts, but in John 1:19 we see them allied with the Levites in the questioning of John the Baptist.

6. Under the Levitical arrangements the office of priest was limited to the tribe of Levi and only the family of Aaron.  Num. 3:3

7. The entire priestly system was typical and designed to teach doctrine about the person and work of Christ.  Heb. 8:4-5

8. Their multitude of sacrifices was designed to point to the one true, efficacious sacrifice for sins, Jesus Christ.  Heb. 10:1-12

9. The irony, as we will see here, is that the priests are supposed to represent the people before God and here they will actively oppose attempts to proclaim God’s word.

10. The second person mentioned is the captain of the temple guard.

11. This man, whose job it was to maintain order in the temple precints, was the commanding officer of the temple police force and considered second only to the high priest. 

12. The Sadducees, who had been continually linked with the Pharisees in the gospel accounts, were the open enemies of Jesus.  Matt. 3:7, 16:1

13. They were the descendants of the Hasmoneans, who looked back to Mattathias of Modin, Judas Maccabeus, Simon and such heroes of the inter-testamental period.

14. They were interested in orthodoxy and they claimed to represent the ancient traditions back to the time of Moses.

15. They generally refused to accept what they regarded as the doctrinal innovations of bodily resurrection, demons and angels, viewing the propehts and writings of the Hebrew bible as less authoritative than the Pentateuch.

16. They were generally the group from which high priests were selected and they had a definite interest in maintaining the status quo.

17. They would  cooperate with the Roman powers, ostensibly to maintain the peace and security of the land, (not to mention their own political survival) and were opposed to all nationalist or religious movements that might bring the disfavor of Rome.

18. They tended to reject any hopes for God’s intervention in the nation and did not accept the idea of God’s Messiah, since they believed that the age of God’s promises was begun with the Maccabean heroes and continued under their supervision.

19. Their reaction to Peter’s sermon was that of great consternation for three reasons.

20. First, the apostles were teaching the people, disrupting the established authority and obviously rallying support among the people, which constituted a threat to their own support among the masses

21. Second, they were teaching in the name of Jesus, a man the Sanhedrin thought they had eliminated.  Acts. 4:17,18; Jn. 11:47-53

22. Third, they were teaching a very obvious doctrine that the Sadducees rejected—the resurrection of the dead.  Lk. 20:27; Mk. 12:18; Matt. 22:23

23. They basically perceived this as men teaching without proper sanction, and teaching false doctrine at that, in the name of a man they hated!

24. They arrested them sometime after the 3:00 PM hour of prayers, just as it was approaching evening.

25. They placed them in custody, perhaps hoping that a night in jail might serve to dampen their fervor for teaching.

26. Luke now informs us that their teaching had been successful and had some impact in spite of the opposition.

27. The Jerusalem congregation is now estimated at 5,000 males, not taking into account women and childen.

28. This does not mean 2000 men believed that day, merely that the congregation, which was growing daily (Acts 2:47) now numbered around 5,000.

29. Further, this does not mean that all these people were inhabitants of Jerusalem, since many believed who were not permanent residents and many could have been there from outlying regions.

4:5 On the next day, their rulers and elders and scribes were gathered together in Jerusalem;

{de, (cc)--gi,nomai (viad--3s)--. evpi, (pa)  h` + au;rion (ab)--auvto,j (npgm3p)--o` a;rcwn (n-am-p)--kai, (cc) --o` presbu,teroj (ap-am-p)--kai, (cc)--o` grammateu,j (n-am-p)--suna,gw (vnap)—evn (pd)--~Ieroso,luma (n-df-s)}

4:6 and Annas the high priest was there, and Caiaphas and John and Alexander, and all who were of high-priestly descent.

{kai, (cc)--{Annaj (n-nm-s)—o`arciereu,j (n-nm-s)--kai, (cc)--Kai?a,faj (n-nm-s)--kai, (cc)---VIwa,nnhj (n-nm-s)--kai,(cc)--Ale,xandroj (n-nm-s)--kai, (cc)--o[soj (-aprnm-p), as many as--eivmi, (viia--3p)—evk (pg) +ge,noj (n-abn-s) of common ancestry, posterity, descendants--avrcieratiko,j (a--gn-s) high priestly, pertaining to the high priest}

4:7 When they had placed them in the center, they began to inquire, "By what power, or in what name, have you done this?"

{kai, (cc)--i[sthmi (vpaanm-p)--auvto,j (npam3p)--evn(pd)--to` me,soj (ap-dn-s)--punqa,nomai (viidep--3p), to ask or inquire about something--evn(pd)--poi/oj (a-tif-s)--du,namij (n-df-s)--h; (cc)—evn (pd)--poi/oj (a-tin-s)--o;noma (n-dn-s)--poie,w (viaa--2p)--ou-toj (apdan-s)--su ,(npn-2p)}

Exposition vs. 5-7

1. This formal gathering of the Sanhedrin, the supreme court and senate of the Jewish nation at that time was convened to deal with the matter of the man’s healing.

2. This Jewish council of supreme authority must be distinguished from the lesser courts to which the name sanhedrin was also applied.

3. The rabbinic tradition as recorded in the Mishnah (the doctrines of Judaism developed by the decisions of the rabbis before the 3rd century BC) suggests that the basis for this body be found in God’s command to Moses.  Num. 11:16

4. Historically however, the origins of this body cannot be documented completely and there is little or no evidence for their existence until the period of domination by the Ptolemies and Seleucids during the inter-testamental period.

5. The name was first employed by the historian, Josephus, and was called a council, the chief priests, the elders of the people.
6. It was said that the council was composed of 71 members, with the high priest acting as the president.

7. In the New Testament the body is called the Council of elders (Lk. 22:66) and the senate (Acts 5:21), and Josephus called it the Council.
8. During this period of history the majority of the members were of the Sadducean party and they supported the interests of a powerful and wealthy minority.

9. At two times during the history of the council, Pharisees had been admitted in rather large numbers, the latter under Herd the Great, who took this measure to more effectively limit the power of the aristocratic party that opposed him.

10. Most of the pharisaic party consisted of the scribes or professional exponents of the law.

11. During this time these men supplemented the ancient written laws of God with their own traditions, obviously obscuring it and making the real law of no effect.  Matt. 23:1ff

12. Josephus says that their meeting chamber was located on the western slope of the temple hill.

13. This formidable group assembles the next day with some specific persons being present.

14. The first is Annas, called the high priest although we know that Caiaphas was the high priest technically at that time.  Matt. 26:3,57; Jn. 11:49, 18:13

15. Annas is also called the high priest at that time, although he actually only served by appointment from Quirinius, from 6-15 AD.

16. During this time high priests did not serve for life, as dictated by the Word of God, but were appointed and deposed at the whim of Roman rulers.

17. Annas was an extremely powerful man who retained control over Jewish affairs, calling the shots from behind the scenes, through the five of his sons, one grandson and one son-in-law who occupied the high priest’s office until around 66 AD.

18. Caiaphas is the second man mentioned, who had been appointed by Valerius Gratus in 18 AD and who actually maintained the office for some 18 years until 36 AD.

19. He was replaced with Jonathan, the son of Annas, who may be the John who is mentioned here.

20. The last two, John and Alexander, who were members of the chief-priestly families, have nothing else said of them and have not been conclusively identified.

21. They retrieve Peter and John from the holding cell and bring them to the council chambers and begin to interrogate them about their actions.

22. They ask two specific questions:

a. By what power or authority they had acted on the previous day.

b. Who authorized them to act as they had.

4:8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, "Rulers and elders of the people, {to,te (ab)--Pe,troj (n-nm-s)--pi,mplhmi (vpapnm-s)--pneu/ma (n-gn-s)--a[gioj (a--gn-s)--ei=pon (viaa--3s)--pro,j (pa)--auvto,j (npam3p)--a;rcwn (n-vm-p)--o`/ lao,j (n-gm-s)--kai, (cc) presbu,teroj (ap-vm-p)}

4:9 if we are on trial today for a benefit done to a sick man, by whom this man has been made well,  {ei v(cs)--evgw  (npn-1p)--avnakri,nw (vipp--1p) the  process of evaluation examine, question,  study carefully; as sifting  evidence in judicial hearings hold a  preliminary hearing, cross examine,  investigate, interrogate; as  passing judgment on personal behavior  call to account, criticize, judge--sh,meron (ab)--evpi ,(pd)--euvergesi,a (n-df-s) good work, beneficial act--a;nqrwpoj (n-gm-s)--avsqenh,j (a--gm-s)--evn (pd)--ti,j(aptdn-s) by what or by whom--ou-toj (apdnm-s)--sw,|zw (virp--3s) saved, delivered, of sickness, to be cured}
4:10 let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel,  {gnwsto,j (a--nn-s)--eivmi ,(vmpa--3s) --pa/j (a--dm-p)--su, (npd-2p)--kai ,(cc)--pa/j (a--dm-s)--| o`| lao,j (n-dm-s)--VIsrah,l (n-gm-s)}  that by the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead --
{o[ti (cc)--evn (pd) to o;noma (n-dn-s)--VIhsou/j/ Cristo,j (n-gm-s)--o` Nazwrai/oj (n-gm-s)-- o[j (apram-s)--su, (npn-2p)--stauro,w (viaa--2p)--o[j (apram-s)--o` qeo,j (n-nm-s)--evgei,rw (viaa--3s)--evk  (pg)--nekro,j (ap-gm-p)}   by this name this man stands here before you in good health.  {evn (pd)-- ou-toj (apddn-s) by this name, this man--ou-toj (apdnm-s)--pari,sthmi (vira--3s)--evnw,pion (pg)--su, (npg-2p)--u`gih,j (a--nm-s) healthy, well or sound-Lit. this healthy man stands in the presence of you all}

Exposition vs. 8-10

1. After the two were summoned from their overnight incarceration, they were directly asked who authorized them to act in such a fashion.

2. The use of the personal pronoun in verse 7 is emphatic and is used to convey the attitude of scorn that the council had for these men.

3. The force of it is something like who are men like you to do something like this?
4. Peter once again assumes the position of spokesman for the two, and under the filling ministry of the Holy Spirit responds to their question.

5. This incident very likely constituted the first opportunity for the disciples to practice what Jesus had told them to do when such occasions arose.  Lk. 21:12-15

6. The believer may find himself in difficult positions from time to time but he always has the assurance from the Lord that He will be there to provide guidance and wisdom and the correct words for the situation via the Holy Spirit.

7. He addresses the group, although the initial question was posed either by Annas (most likely in my opinion) or by the acting high priest, Caiaphas.

8. The phrase rulers and elders is used only 2X, here and in verse 5, and is a respectful form of address to the entire body.

9. He begins with a first class condition, if we are on trial.
10. The term trial means first the general process of evaluation, to examine or study something carefully, and judicially to hold a preliminary hearing, to interrogate, and comes to have the idea of passing judgment on one’s behavior, to criticize or judge.

11. Something of this final force must have been in Peter’s mind since they had been summarily thrown into confinement with little or no investigation.

12. He tells them that the basis for their interrogation is very simply the good deed that they had done to a sick man.

13. He explains that if they want to know how this man was made well that he will be more than happy to inform them.

14. Peter goes on to say that this information should not be limited to the assembled council but that all the inhabitants of Israel should be informed as to how this occurred.

15. Once again, as he had done the day before, he gives all the credit for the miracle to Jesus of Nazareth and turns all the focus away from himself and John.

16. Likewise, he makes that point that they had crucified the very one who had been sent to them by God.

17. God however, did not condescend to their opinion and demonstrated His vindication of Jesus Christ of Nazareth by raising Him from the dead.

18. It is through the power of His name that this man was made well and stood in their very presence that day.

19. We are not told if the man had been thrown into prison with them for creating a disturbance in the temple, or whether he had been brought in to offer testimony in regard to the case.

20. In any case it is evident from verses 10 and 14 that he was present, although it appears that he never commented nor was asked to comment on the case.

4:11 "He is the STONE WHICH WAS REJECTED by you, THE BUILDERS, but WHICH BECAME THE CHIEF CORNER stone.  {ou-toj (apdnm-s)--eivmi ,(vipa--3s)--o` li,qoj (n-nm-s)--o` evxouqene,w (vpapnm-s) to treat someone or something as of no account, to despise, disdain, or make light of --u`po, (pg)--su, (npg-2p)--o` oivkodo,moj (n-gm-p) 1X, builder, architect--o` gi,nomai (vpadnm-s)--eivj (pa)--kefalh, (n-af-s) (1) lit. of a  human being or animal head (MT 6.17);  (2)  designating first or  superior rank head (1C 11.3); (3) of buildings keystone, capstone (MT  21.42)--gwni,a (n-gf-s) of a building cornerstone,  keystone, capstone (MT 21.42)}

4:12 "And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved."  {kai, (cc)--ouv (qn)--eivmi, (vipa--3s)--evn (pd)--a;lloj (ap-dm-s)--ouvdei,j (a-cdm-s)--h` swthri,a (n-nf-s)--LIT. THERE IS NOT THE SALVATION IN ANOTHER, NO ONE--ga,r (cs)--ouvde, (ab)--eivmi, (vipa--3s)--o;noma (n-nn-s)--e[teroj (a--nn-s)--u`po ,(pa)--o` ouvrano,j (n-am-s)--to.  di,dwmi (vprpnn-s)--evn (pd)--a;nqrwpoj (n-dm-p)--evn (pd)--o[j (aprin-s)--dei/ (vipa--3s)--sw,|zw (vnap)--evgw, (npa-1p) accusative of general ref. subject of infinitive}

Exposition vs. 11-12

1. Peter proceeds to cite Psalm 118:22 to demonstrate the primacy that Jesus possesses in the plan of God.

2. The context is related to the fact that the Lord Himself had become the salvation/deliverance of the Psalmist.  vs. 21

3. Psalm 118 contrasts the viewpoint of the adjusted believer with the viewpoint and actions of the maladjusted.

4. The corner stone was a building stone that could refer to either the bottom or foundation stone or to the top, or capstone.

5. Both are applied to Christ.  Isa. 28:16; Ps. 118:22

6. He is both the sure foundation that provides the security and confidence that the believer enjoys, and He is the capstone that completes and unifies the wall, occupying the most prominent place.

7. Peter recognized that the leadership of Israel, the builders, rejected the stone chosen by God Himself.

8. This was undoubtedly not the first time that these men had heard this teaching since Jesus cited this verse during His ministry and applied it clearly to the leaders of Israel.  Matt. 21:42; Mk. 12:10; Lk. 20:17

9. The stone that the unthinking masons deemed inappropriate for their project was actually the divinely chosen stone that would occupy the place of greatest honor.

a. Jesus met all the biblical credentials, yet in the face of the evidence those responsible for building the nation spiritually rejected their true messiah (Isa.53:1-3)

b. This body of evidence included the messianic prophecies and the miracles He publicly performed.

c. Christ is likened to a stone that met all the specifications (material, dimensions, etc.), yet was inexplicably rejected by the builders.

d. The Jews at the 1st Advent had their own distorted idea of what the Messiah should be.

10.  Once again it is evident that the activities and viewpoint of the religious type are often in conflict with the actions and viewpoint of God.

11. That which is highly esteemed among men is detestable in the sight of God (and vice versa).  Lk. 16:15

12. The stone/rock metaphors are used regularly throughout the Bible to refer to Christ.

a. The Rock is a designation for God, denoting His immutability and eternality.  Deut. 32:30; ISam. 2:2, 22:32,47; Ps. 18:2,31, 46, 19:14 et.al.

b. The stone cut out of the rock portrays the deity of Messiah.  Dan. 2:34-45

c. The foundation aspect points to the unshakable foundation that comes through faith in Christ.  Isa. 28;16; ICor. 3:10ff; Eph. 2:20

d. The corner stone points to the exalted position that Jesus occupies in the plan of God.  Ps. 118:22; Zech. 10:4

13. Believers are referred to as living stones, being built up into a spiritual house or habitation for the Lord.  IPet. 2:5

14. Peter then turns to the concept of salvation/deliverance.

15. This was a familiar Old Testament theme and there was no doubt that the Jews recognized that salvation/deliverance came from God.  ISam. 2:1; Ps. 18:35; Isa. 17:10

16. Physical deliverance from any type of situation is merely a shadow of the salvation that all mankind needs in the worst way possible, deliverance from sin and the eternal consequences of not having a relationship with God.

17. Peter states dogmatically that the exaltation of Jesus as the corner stone makes it imperative that everyone recognizes that there is no other alternative from God’s perspective.  For there is not salvation in another, no one.
18. God’s true and ultimate deliverance, an eternal salvation that cannot be altered by anyone or anything, is found only in the name of Jesus.

19. Peter and the other apostles never watered down the fact that there was no relationship with God apart from a relationship with His Son.

20. This statement damns all who believe otherwise, all religions, all Eastern religions, all Islamic religions, all groups, denominations, cults, etc. who do not accept the unique nature of Jesus Christ and the fact that no man comes to the Father except through Him.  Jn. 14:6

21. This statement is merely a reflection of the correct doctrine that Jesus taught during the incarnation, and any who advocate otherwise are deluded and will face the dire eternal consequences of their belief.

22. The fact that this truth is incumbent upon all mankind is seen in the phrase under heaven.
4:13 Now as they observed the confidence of Peter and John and understood that they were uneducated and untrained men, they were amazed, and began to recognize them as having been with Jesus.  

{de,(ch)--qewre,w (vppanm-p)--h`  parrhsi,a (n-af-s) an attitude of  openness that stems fr. freedom and lack  of fear; (1) in speech boldness, plainness,  outspokenness--o` Pe,troj (n-gm-s)--kai,(cc)--VIwa,nnhj--kai,(cc)--katalamba,nw (vpamnm-p) (1) w. the kata, adding  intensity seize, grasp with force (MK  9.18); overpower, gain control over (2) w. the kata, adding  suddenness catch, overtake, come on  (3) w. the kata, adding  certainty to possession attain, win, make  one's own (4) mid. of  intellectual appropriation find out about,  comprehend, understand --o[ti (cc) indir. disc.-- eivmi, (vipa--3p)--a;nqrwpoj (n-nm-p)--avgra,mmatoj (a--nm-p) strictly, unable to  write; hence, not able to read or write,  illiterate; uneducated, unlearned--kai,(cc)--ivdiw,thj (n-nm-p)  strictly, one in private  life, a layman or nonspecialist, nonmember of a community, uninstructed  person, inquirer, unskilled, untrained--qauma,zw(viia--3p)--te,-- (cc)--evpiginw,skw (viia--3p) to know well, discern, understand--auvto,j (npam3p)--o[ti (cc) indir.disc.--eivmi, (viia--3p)--su,n (pd)--o` VIhsou/j (n-dm-s)}
4:14 And seeing the man who had been healed standing with them, they had nothing to say in reply.  {te, (cc)--ble,pw (vppanm-p)--o` a;nqrwpoj (n-am-s)--o` qerapeu,w (vprpam-s)--i[sthmi (vpraam-s) ---su,n (pd)--auvto,j (npdm3p)--e;cw (viia--3p)--ouvdei,j (apcan-s)--avntei/pon (vnaa) 2X, speak against, contradict or reply}

4:15 But when they had ordered them to leave the Council, they began to confer with one another,  {de, (ch)--keleu,w (vpaanm-p) to command, order or direct--auvto,j (npam3p)--avpe,rcomai (vnaa)--e;xw (pg)--o` sune,drion (n-gn-s)--sumba,llw (viia--3p) lit. to throw together, of words to consult or confer--pro,j (pa) --avllh,lwn (npam3p)}

4:16 saying, "What shall we do with these men? For the fact that a noteworthy miracle has taken place through them is apparent to all who live in Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it.  {le,gw (vppanm-p)--,ti,j (aptan-s)--poie,w (vsaa--1p)--o` a;nqrwpoj (n-dm-p)--ou-toj(a-ddm-p)  o[ti me,n  ga.rfor that indeed, all translated by NAB "for"--gnwsto,j (a--nn-s) something well known, clearly recognizable--shmei/on (n-nn-s)--gi,nomai (vira--3s) "has taken place"--dia, (pg)--auvto,j (npgm3p)--fanero,j (a--nn-s) manifest, apparent or evident--pa/j (a--dm-p)--o` katoike,w (vppadm-p)--~Ieroso,luma(n-af-s)--kai` (cc)--ouv (qn) --du,namai (vipn--1p)--avrne,omai (vnpn) to refute, to deny, to prove something untrue}

4:17 "But so that it will not spread any further among the people, let us warn them to speak no longer to any man in this name."  {avlla ,(ch)--i[na mh, in order that not, lest--diane,mw (vsap--3s) to distribute, to spread verbally--evpi, (pa) + polu,j (apman-s)  when used of space=any further, of time=any longer-- eivj (pa)--o` lao,j (n-am-s)--avpeile,w (vsam--1p) to threaten, to seek to intimidate by coercion-- auvto,j (npdm3p)--mhke,ti (ab)--lale,w (vnpa)--mhdei,j (apcdm-s)--a;nqrwpoj (n-gm-p)--evpi, (pd)--/| o` o;noma ou-toj (a-ddn-s)}

4:18 And when they had summoned them, they commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus.  

{kai, (ch)--kale,w (vpaanm-p)--auvto,j (npam3p)--paragge,llw (viaa--3p) to give a directive, to issue strict orders, to command--kaqo,lou (ab) completely or entirely, with negative  mh. not at all-- fqe,ggomai (vnpna) to speak or utter--mhde, (cc) or--dida,skw (vnpaa)--evpi, (pd)--|to` o;noma (n-dn-s) --o` VIhsou/j (n-gm-s)}

Exposition vs. 13-18

1. The clear and concise method by which Peter communicated to the Jewish Supreme Court was a source of surprise to the members of the court.

2. The word confidence means openness and unhindered freedom of speaking due to freedom and a lack of fear.

3. It is the same sort of speech that characterized Jesus’ communication.  Jn. 7:26, 18:20

4. It is the characteristic of one who is dealing in the realm of the truth and has nothing to hide or fear.

5. While it is not stated that John said anything, it was evident from his demeanor that, like Peter, he was not awed or afraid of these men.

6. The very puzzling thing for the court was that these men exhibited such a mastery of Biblical argument without having been formally trained in the rabbinic schools.

7. That is the nuance of the terms unlearned and ignorant.
a.  Unlearned is the Greek avgra,mmatoi, (agrammatoi) meaning without letters, unable to read or write, illiterate.
1. In classical Greek it is used of sounds and means inarticulate.

2. It does not mean that Peter and John could read or write, only that they were viewed as uneducated and unlearned men.
b. The second word I,diw,thj (idiotes) is a term that denoted citizens of the land who had no interest in public affairs.

1. It refers to a layperson, a nonspecialist.

2. We get our word idiot from it.
8. Dodd states that the two terms together were used to translate a Hebrew phrase that refers to people who were ignorant of the Torah and Jewish law.
9. The point made here is that they recognized that Peter and John were hardly qualified to be giving them any instruction at all and certainly should not have been as eloquent as they were.
10. How could these two men with no formal training be so able to conduct a theological conversation with the Supreme Court of the nation, which was filled with rich, powerful and learned men?
11. The implication is that they should not!!
12. The Sanhedrin could not refute the confidence and accuracy with which these men spoke.
13. The unstated truth is that the Holy Spirit inspired their words and, due to that fact, these men could not win an argument with them.
14. This passage should not be taken out of context to attempt to justify untrained and illiterate, inarticulate men in the ministry who merely rely on the power of the Holy Spirit.
15. Keep in mind that these men were trained some three and one-half years by the Master of the Bible and were not sent out without the necessary instruction.
a. Paul advocates the Timothy principle.  IITim. 2:2

b. He insists that pastors be “able to teach”.  ITim. 3:2

c. He was not in favor of laying hands on people quickly.  ITim. 5:22

d. His list of qualifications was fairly extensive and would require some time in order to see if a man was qualified.

16. However, it does demonstrate that positive volition, functioning under the F/HS, even without the “acceptable” credentials, is able to overcome negative volition with all their learning and expertise.
17. The term took knowledge is the Greek evpiginw,skw (epiginosko) and is a strengthened form of  ginw.skw (ginosko) and means to know exactly or fully, to completely understand.
18. This was a crucial piece of evidence before them as they attempted to evaluate the issues at hand.
19. They were clear on the fact that these men had been under the ministry of Jesus and now reflected much the same ability to handle the Scripture, discomfit their adversaries, and even perform miracles.
20. All this coupled with the fact that the man who was standing with them had clearly been healed, and healed at an age when regenerative cures do not occur by themselves, left them with no ability to respond.
21. Again, Luke informs us that the man was present but does not tell us if he had been arrested with them, summoned by the court, or if this was a public meeting which the man came to on his own.
22. The Sanhedrin ordered the courtroom to be cleared and began to debate as to what their course of action should be.
23. They are presented with a real dilemma since they are confronted with two men who had obviously performed a noteworthy miracle, which would have made them popular with the people, and who had broken no Jewish laws.
24. However, the simple fact remained that they were opposed to Jesus and this teaching regarding Him must be put to an end.
25. They could not very well let them go on teaching and healing in the name of Jesus since they were afraid of anything that would disrupt the status quo.  Jn. 11:47-48
26. They recognized that a bonafide miracle had occurred and that they could not deny it.
27. Yet, their overriding consideration was that they must stop these men from any further public proclamations regarding Jesus.
28. How Luke came by the information he records in vss. 16-17 is not certain and several options have been advanced.
a. He could have deduced it from what was said and done when Peter and the others were brought back into the court.

b. Was Saul a member of the court at that time and informed Luke at a later time of what happened?

c. Did Paul learn about it from Gamaliel and then tell Luke?

d. Or, did the Holy Spirit merely reveal it to Luke under inspiration?

29. In any case we can be certain that this is an accurate reflection of what went on behind the closed courtroom doors.

30. Any further teaching in the name of Jesus was something that they could not tolerate and any resurgence of Jesus’ name would continue to cast aspersions on their earlier actions when they had Him killed.
31. They determined to threaten them, although we are not told exactly what sort of threat was involved.
32. We do know that they had already instituted a policy of excommunication for anyone who expressed the belief that Jesus was the messiah.  Jn. 9:22
33. They brought them back into the courtroom and commanded them to stop all communication in the name of Jesus.
34. They were not to talk at all about Him and they were not to instruct others with the doctrines that they believed.
35. It is important to note that the Sanhedrin did not attempt to disprove the apostle’s main contention that Jesus of Nazareth was alive and was the source of the healing that had just occurred.
36. If they could have refuted Peter and the rest, proving that Jesus was dead and was not the Messiah, they would have quickly done so.
37. If they had been successful the early movement of Christianity would have collapsed.
38. The body of Jesus was gone, the Sanhedrin could not produce it; the apostles’ claim that Jesus was alive had received public confirmation by the miracle which was done in His name.
39. It was a disturbing situation for the builders to say the least, but demonstrates that the truth does not disappear or go away simply because some people want it to.
4:19 But Peter and John answered and said to them, "Whether it is right in the sight of God to give heed to you rather than to God, you be the judge;  {de, (ch)--o` Pe,troj (n-nm-s)--kai, (cc)--VIwa,nnhj (n-nm-s) --avpokri,nomai (vpaonm-p)--legw (viaa--3p)--pro,j (pa)--auvto,j (npam3p)--eiv (qt)--eivmi, (vipa--3s)-- di,kaioj (a--nn-s)--evnw,pion (pg)--o`/ qeo,j (n-gm-s)--avkou,w (vnpa)--su, (npg-2p)--ma/llon (abm)--h; (cs) o` qeo,j (n-gm-s)--kri,nw (vmaa--2p)}

4:20 for we cannot stop speaking about what we have seen and heard."  {ga,r (cs)--evgw, (npn-1p)--ouv (qn)--du,namai (vipn--1p)--mh, (qn)--lale,w (vnpa)--o[j (-apran-p)--ei=don (viaa--1p)--kai, (cc)-- avkou,w (viaa--1p) }

4:21 When they had threatened them further, they let them go (finding no basis on which to punish them)  {de, (ch) untranslated--o` prosapeile,w (vpamnm-p) 1X  to add threats, to threaten further--avpolu,w (viaa--3p)--auvto,j (npam3p)--eu`ri,skw (vppanm-p) causal part.--mhdei,j (apcan-s)--to. (dans+) introduces quote and is untranslated--pw/j (abt)--kola,zw (vsam--3p)  from kolos (dwarf);   1) to lop or prune, as trees and wings 2)  to curb, check, restrain 3) to chastise,  correct, punishment 4) to cause to be  punished--auvto,j (npam3p)}  on account of the people, because they were all glorifying God for what had happened;  {dia, (pa)--o` lao,j (n-am-s)--o[ti (cs)--pa/j (ap-nm-p)--doxa,zw (viia--3p)--o` qeo,j (n-am-s) --evpi, (pd)--o` (ddns+)--gi,nomai (vpradn-s) over what had become=on account of what happened}

4:22 for the man was more than forty years old on whom this miracle of healing had been performed.  {ga,r (cs)--o` a;nqrwpoj (n-nm-s)--eivmi, (viia--3s)--polu,j (a-mgn-p) comparative, more than--tessera,konta (apcgn-p)--e;toj (n-gn-p)--evpi, (pa)--o[j (apram-s)--.--to shmei/on-- (n-nn-s)--ou-toj (a-dnn-s)--h` i;asij (n-gf-s) to heal or cure someone who has been sick--gi,nomai(vila--3s)}

Exposition vs. 19-22

1. If the Sanhedrin was disturbed by the events that had occurred up to this point, they were about to recognize that their problems were on the increase.

2. Peter and John did not hesitate when given the command not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus.
3. They quickly responded with what is recognized as a fundamental principle of human existence—The commands of men must, at best, take a second place to the commands of God.

4. Socrates had uttered this same principle in 29 AD when he was offered his release on the condition that he give up the pursuit of truth and wisdom.

5. Like Socrates, Peter and John had done nothing to violate current law and yet were hauled into a courtroom setting and forced to defend themselves.

6. The principle they cite is one with which their accusers would probably have agreed, at least in the abstract.

7. If these judges had been asked whether or not the commands of God must be obeyed in the event of a clash between human commands, authorities or institutions and God’s commands, there can be little doubt of their answer.

8. However, we are not dealing with an abstract situation here, but a situation that finds the court on the wrong side of the law.

9. Obviously, these men were in no position and of no mind to admit this to be the case.

10. Peter’s challenge to them to judge for themselves makes it plain that they have recognized the issues at hand and have made their decision to continue in their present course of action.

11. Peter informs these men that they are not inventing their beliefs, but merely articulating those things which we have seen and heard.
12. These men claim to be eyewitnesses of the incarnation and the resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth.

13. If this is not true, the time for the Sanhedrin to point it out has arrived.

14. Nevertheless, they do not attempt to contradict these men and in no way undermine what they are saying.

15. They resort to a common tactic employed by those who know that they do not have a leg to stand on; that being intimidation.

16. When people are confronted with the truth and are overpowered in their faulty position, they often resort to various tactics to rationalize their position, including:

a. Intimidation—Stop saying the truth or you will get hurt.

b. Ignoring the speaker—If I ignore the truth, it will go away.

c. Feigning ignorance—I don’t know what you mean.

d. Procrastination—I will think about it later.

e. Argument—I can argue the truth away.

f. Personal attacks—You have problems, too!

g. Changing the subject—Let’s talk about something else.

h.
 Lie/cover up—That doesn’t apply to me, I don't do that

17. All these forms of defense mechanisms are merely attempts to rationalize the truth away so one does not have to deal with it.

18. However, the truth is still there and God has made certain that He has not left Himself without a witness in the world.  Acts 14:17

19. If every person on the planet and all angelic creatures rejected the truth of God, it would not change the fact that the truth exists or, that the truth is correct.  Rom. 3:4

20. The witness of the truth is so important that no generation of human history has been, or will ever be, without it--including the very wicked people who lived during the flood generation and the rapture generation.

21. If these men believe that threatening Peter and John and the others who have been witnesses to the most dramatic events of human history will dissuade them, they are sadly mistaken.

22. The reason that they attempted such tactics is that most people recognize that everyone will sell out at some point and generally, when men are threatened, they will cease and desist.

23. So, they intensified their threats against them, hoping that this would shut them up.

24. They were forced to let them go since they had no basis on which they might hold them, for they had broken no law.

25. However, their real motivation in releasing these men was simply because they were afraid of the masses and what they might do if any action was taken against these men.

26. The people generally revered them due to the fact that they had performed a great and beneficial act of kindness on a man who had suffered many years.

27. The common folk recognized that God had been operative through these men and that this miracle of healing was attributable to their standing before God.

28. The Sanhedrin is faced with the same dilemma that they faced with John the Baptist and with Jesus Himself.  Matt. 14:5, 21:46; Acts 2:47

29. The final note in verse 22 about the man’s age is given to further stress the public’s amazement since the man was at an age where cures simply do not happen.

30. One Jewish scholar points out that this was the first mistake that the leadership made in regard to the new sect, and that this mistake was fatal.

31. He states, “There was probably no need to arrest the Nazarenes, thus calling attention to them and making them martyrs.  But once arrested, they should not have been freed so quickly.  The arrest and immediate release increased the number of believers; for these events showed on the one hand that the new sect was a power which the authorities feared enough to persecute, and on the other hand they proved that there was no danger in being a disciple of Jesus.”
4:23 When they had been released, they went to their own companions and reported all that the chief priests and the elders had said to them.  {de, (c)--avpolu,w (vpapnm-p)--e;rcomai (viaa--3p)--pro,j (pa)-- o` i;dioj(ap-am-p)--kai, (c)--avpagge,llw (viaa--3p)--o[soj (apran-p)--o` avrciereu,j (n-nm-p)--kai (c)--` o` presbu,teroj (ap-nm-p)--ei=pon (viaa--3p)--pro,j (pa)--auvto,j (npam3p)}

4:24 And when they heard this, they lifted their voices to God with one accord and said,   {de, (c)--o`.   avkou,w (vpaanm-p)--ai;rw (viaa--3p)--fwnh, (n-af-s)--pro,j (pa)--o` qeo,j (n-am-s)--o`moqumado.n (ab) adverb of action, agreed on unanimously, with one mind, by common consent--kai, (c)--ei=pon (viaa--3p)}  

"O Lord, it is You who MADE THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH AND THE SEA, AND ALL THAT IS IN THEM,  {despo,thj (n-vm-s) 10X, master, owner, lord, one who exercises supreme power or authority-- su, (npn-2s)--o` poie,w (vpaanm2s)--o` ouvrano,j (n-am-s)--kai, (cc) h` gh/ (n-af-s)--kai, (c)--h` qa,lassa (n-af-s)--kai, (c)--pa/j (a--an-p)--o` (danp+)--evn (pd)--auvto,j (npdn3p)}

4:25 who by the Holy Spirit, through the mouth of our father David Your servant, said, 'WHY DID THE GENTILES RAGE, AND THE PEOPLES DEVISE FUTILE THINGS?  {o` ei=pon (vpaanm2s)--dia, (pg) pneu/ma (n-gn-s)--a[gioj (a--gn-s) anarthrous, since the Holy Spirit is definite w/o the article--sto,ma (n-gn-s)--o` path,r (n-gm-s)--evgw, (npg-1p)--Daui,d (n-gm-s)--pai/j (n-gm-s) lit. a child, used of a servant in a ruler's household--su, (npg-2s)--i`nati, (abt) interrog. adv. on account of what, why, 6X-- e;qnoj (n-nn-p)--frua,ssw (viaa--3p)  1X, lit. of the actions of a high-spiritied horse, to snort and neigh, to stomp, fig. to be arrogant, used to translated the Heb. raghash, to conspire.--kai, (c)--lao,j (n-nm-p) --meleta,w (viaa--3p) 2X, to meditate or deliberate, to plot--keno,j (ap-an-p) empty, futile, without result}

4:26 'THE KINGS OF THE EARTH TOOK THEIR STAND, AND THE RULERS WERE GATHERED TOGETHER AGAINST THE LORD AND AGAINST HIS CHRIST.'  {o` basileu,j (n-nm-p)--h` gh/ (n-gf-s)--pari,sthmi (viaa--3p) lit. to stand alongside, to be prepared or ready--kai ,(c) --o` a;rcwn (n-nm-p)--suna,gw (viap--3p) to come together, to assemble--evpi, to. auvto.=together, 10X--kata, (pg) o` ku,rioj (n-gm-s) refers to God the Father--kai, (c)--kata, (pg)--o` Cristo,j (n-gm-s)--auvto,j (npgm3s)}
4:27 "For truly in this city there were gathered together against Your holy servant Jesus, whom You anointed,  {ga,r (cs)--evpi, (pg)--avlh,qeia (n-gf-s) construction is used 7X, on truth, really, truly, actually--suna,gw (viap--3p)--evn (pd)--|h` po,lij (n-df-s)--ou-toj (a-ddf-s)--evpi ,(pa)--o` a[gioj (a--am-s) pai/j (n-am-s)--su, (npg-2s)--VIhsou/j (n-am-s)--o[j (apram-s)--cri,w (viaa--2s) to anoint, fig. in the NT of God's activity in appointing someone to an office, Luke only uses it of the Messiah}   both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel,  {te, (cc+)--~Hrw,|dhj (n-nm-s)--kai ,(c) --Po,ntioj Pila/toj (n-nm-s)--su,n (pd)--e;qnoj (n-dn-p)--kai, (c)--lao,j (n-dm-p)--VIsrah,l (n-gm-s)}

4:28 to do whatever things Your hand and Your purpose predestined to occur.  {poie,w (vnaa)--o[soj (-apran-p)--h` cei,r (n-nf-s)--su, (npg-2s)--kai,(c)--h` boulh ,(n-nf-s) will, counsel, advice, etc.  The difference between  qelw to wish or will, seems to be that qelw deals with what one consents to and boulomai deals with what one actually desires--su, (npg-2s)--proori,zw (viaa--3s) to decide on before, to determine in advance--gi,nomai (vnad) lit. to become}
Exposition vs. 23-28

1. Quite naturally Peter and John returned to the other disciples with whom they associated after this interrogation.

2. It does not mean that they gathered together with all the believers who comprised the church at that time, but merely with their most intimate companions.

3. Their friends would naturally be very curious as to what had happened to them since they knew that they had been cast into jail.

4. Peter and John fill in the details, explaining exactly what had been said to them and most likely focusing on the threats not to continue the ministry in Jesus’ name.

5. Although Luke does not specifically mention the scribes (as he did in verse 5) there is no reason to assume that they were not involved in the decision and did not concur with the threats.

6. The immediate response seems to be a spontaneous prayer in regard to the situation in which they found themselves.

7. This is a perfect example of what believers are to do when faced with any opposition to the truth—cast their cares upon the Lord.  IPet. 5:7

8. Whether each and every believer in the room said the same thing at the same time (which is doubtful) is not the point in the beginning of verse 24—the issue is the unity that was clearly evident among these believers.

9. None of them decided to quit, to turn tail and run due to the persecution that they now faced, but rather to pull together and continue in their faithfulness to God.

10. They address God with the Greek term de,spothj (despotes), a less common term than the usual Greek term ku,rioj (kurios).

11. Technically, the term is the opposite of the term for slave and deals with the absolute power and authority the master has over the slave by virtue of his ownership.

12. In this context it deals with the absolute power and authority that God possesses by virtue of the fact that He owns everything as evidenced by the fact that He made it.

13. The quote generally follows the LXX of Ex. 20:11, Neh. 9:6 and Psalm 146:6 and focuses on the sovereign work of God in creation.

14. The physical creation emphasizes the power and authority of God, the same power and authority that they invoke on their behalf in order to accomplish their task.

15. Not only did God create everything, the visible and the invisible, (Col. 1:16) He had foretold that such things as they had recently observed were going to come to pass.

16. The Greek of verse 25 has likely been corrupted over the years and many have offered explanations as to how to translate what is there.

17. However, the NAS does a good job and the translation is in keeping with what has been said before (Acts 3:21), and emphasizes that the Holy Spirit had communicated the Divine viewpoint through the mouth of human agents.

18. They focus on Psalm 2:1-2, a Psalm that deals with the arrogant and insolent schemes of men against the Lord and against His Christ.

19. In that Psalm these believers see an explanation of the things which had occurred in the recent past in the life of Christ and what was now coming to pass against them.

20. The strict interpretation and fulfillment of this Psalm awaits the events of the last days, the period of history in which we now find ourselves.

21. However, by application this was certainly fulfilled in the life of Christ and the opposition that He endured at the hands of those who withstood Him.

22. The force of verse 25b is that the arrogant, raging conspiracy against the Lord and His designated Ruler is a total exercise in futility that will come to nothing.

23. When one looks at the power structure in the world and sees the force of establishment rulers mounted against one believer, it can be incomprehensible and overwhelming.

24. However, the believer must view such times of attack and persecution through the Divine viewpoint and not merely look at what is seen.  IICor. 4:18

25. One must recognize that any resistance and conspiracy against God is not a real threat to God and His plan.

26. In essence, the force of their prayer moves along this line: It is futile to scheme against a God who not only created you and the world in which you live but Who also foresaw and foretold your scheme!!

27. Clearly, such a plan is pointless and will come to naught.

28. In keeping with the fact that God is the sovereign Master Jesus and those who follow Him are referred to by the term servant.  vs. 27,29

29. Of course, Jesus is the servant par excellence; the only one referred to as Your holy servant.
30. The act of anointing was significant of consecration to a holy or sacred use; hence the anointing of the high priest. (Ex. 29:29; Lev. 4:3) 

31. The high priest and the king are thus called "the anointed" (Lev. 4:3,5,16, 6:20; Ps 132:10) and anointing a king was equivalent to crowning him (1Sam. 16:13, 2Sam. 2:4)

32. The promised Deliverer is twice called the "Anointed" or Messiah (Ps. 2:2; Dan. 9:25,26) because he was anointed with the Holy Spirit. (Isa. 61:1) 

33. Jesus of Nazareth is this anointed One (Jn. 1:41; Acts 9:22, 17:2-3, 18:5,28) the Messiah of the Old Testament. 
34. In verse 27, they apply the Psalm to the personages who were on the scene at the time of the crucifixion of God’s anointed.

a. The Gentiles were represented by the Romans.

b. The peoples were His Jewish adversaries.

c. The  kings were represented by Herod Antipas.

d. The rulers were present in Pontius Pilate.

35. Again, the strict interpretation of this Psalm requires a number of kings and rulers and not a single representative due to the plurals found in Psalm 2:2.

36. Their actions are viewed as being in total conformity with God’s eternal purpose for His Son.

37. All the hostility, arrogance and conspiracies against the Messiah did not take God by surprise, and the implication is that such persecutions as they faced was not something about which God was unaware.

38. Once again, we have a recognition of the free will of man, operating in terms of apparent evil against the righteous, and the sovereign will of God operating right alongside.

39. The implication is clear—the evil activities of those who set themselves against God’s plan cannot and will not frustrate that which God has planned beforehand.

40. The reference to Your hand is an anthropomorphism for omnipotence.

41. Your counsel emphasizes that which God desires to occur and focuses on His directive will, which is not frustrated by any opposition when it comes to His predetermined plan.

42. Therefore, just as the evil conspiracies against Jesus did not effectively neutralize Him, it is important to focus on the fact that they cannot neutralize believers.

43. They only work together for our good.  Rom. 8:28

Doctrine of Foreknowledge, Election and Predestination.

4:29 "And now, Lord, take note of their threats, and grant that Your bond-servants may speak Your word with all confidence,  {kai, (ch)  to (danp+) untranslated in NAS, but has the force of "as things are now", used 4X, all in Acts 4:29, 5:38, 20:32, 27:22-- nu/n (ab)--ku,rioj (n-vm-s)--evpei/don (vmaa--2s) 2aor. of evfora,w strictly, to fix one's gaze on, look at,  hence, to regard to concern oneself with--evpi, (pa)--h` avpeilh. (n-af-p), 3X, a threat or menacing action designed to strike fear into the recipient--auvto,j (npgm3p)--kai, (c)--di,dwmi (vmaa--2s)--o` dou/loj (n-dm-p)--su, (npg-2s)-- lale,w (vnpa)--o` lo,goj (n-am-s)--su, (npg-2s)--meta, (pg)--parrhsi,a (n-gf-s)--pa/j(a--gf-s) every boldness or confidence, with complete freedom and candor}

4:30 while You extend Your hand to heal, and signs and wonders take place through the name of Your holy servant Jesus."  { evn (pd)-/|to` (ddns) + evktei,nw (vnpad) articular infinitive=while--su, (npa-2s) accus. of general ref. subject of infinitive--h` cei,r (n-af-s)--su, (npg-2s)--eivj (pa)--i;asij (n-af-s) 3X, healing or cure--kai, (c)--shmei/on (n-an-p)--kai,(c)--te,raj (n-an-p)--gi,nomai (vnpnd) this infinitive is goverened by the same prep. and d.a. as ekteino above, and had the same temporal sense, while signs and wonders become or take place--dia, (pg) to` o;noma (n-gn-s)--o` a[gioj pai/j (n-gm-s)--su,(npg-2s)--VIhsou/j (n-gm-s)}

 4:31 And when they had prayed, the place where they had gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak the word of God with boldness.  {kai, (c)--de,omai (vpadep.gm-p) having prayed--auvto,j (npgm3p)--o` to,poj (n-nm-s)--3s)--`evn (pd)--o[j (aprdm-s)-- eivmi, (viia--3p+)--suna,gw (+vprpnm-p) periphrastic, they were having been assembled--saleu,w (viap) either by a tremor or some supernatural force shook the house only-- kai,(c)--pi,mplhmi (viap--3p)--a[paj (ap-nm-p) expresses totality, all, everybody--o` a[gioj pneu/ma (n-gn-s)--kai,(c)--lale,w (viia--3p)--o` lo,goj (n-am-s)--o`/ qeo,j (n-gm-s)--meta, (pg)--parrhsi,a (n-gf-s)}

Exposition vs. 29-31

1. These verses form the actual petition or request that this group of unified believers asks of God.

2. With their recognition of God’s sovereignty over His creation (vs. 24), and the fact that the Scripture foretold of the opposition of those who are negative (vs. 25-27), and a recognition that those who opposed God’s plan for His Son did not thwart His directive will for His Son in any way (vs. 28), the Church brings their current situation before the Lord.

3. They come in confidence, recognizing that their persecutions are equally under His sovereign control.

4. They were very much aware of the power or those men who had killed the Messiah and who now opposed and withstood them.

5. They bring their pressure before the Lord, casting their concern on Him.

6. They certainly recognized that the Sanhedrin had murdered Jesus and they must have known that if they became too much of a threat to them that they would not hesitate to have the apostles killed.

7. The threat was real, they had the power to execute it and this must have placed a good deal of pressure on the souls of those who were the objects of the hostility of the Jewish leadership.

8. Their request for God to take note of their threats is a request for God to intervene on their behalf as His righteousness demands.

9. Their threats refer back to those who had withstood Jesus and now were actively involved in threatening the Church as well.

10. Instead of succumbing to MA fear, the group brings their pressure before the Lord and asks Him to bless them in such a way that they may act with freedom, bold confidence instead of fear.

11. While they had defied the Sanhedrin earlier, they pray for the courage to continue to act in such a way as to live up to their brave words.  Acts 4:19-20

12. They do not ask for their opponents to be brought to naught since they believe that this will happen inevitably.

13. They ask for the strength to carry on their mission in the face of the current opposition.

14. Verse 30 introduces two distinct ideas; God stretching forth His hand for healing, and signs and wonders coming to pass through the name of Jesus.
15. God stretching forth His hand to heal indicates the Divine willingness to provide cures for various people via His omnipotence.

16. Signs and wonders refer to various Divine activities including healing, miracles, etc., which cause those who observe them to recognize the activity of God that works through the name of Jesus.

17. These signs and wonders are obviously provided to authenticate and validate the position and ministry of these early believers in the Church age.

18. Certainly they were conscious of the fact that these attesting miracles made their proclamation that much more effective.

19. Obviously, this prayer was pleasing to God and He gave physical evidence of His favor with an overt sign.

20. The physical structure in which they were meeting was supernaturally shaken to demonstrate that their prayer was acceptable to God.

21. This was one of the signs in the Old Testament that indicated a theophany and it would have been regarded as a Divine response to their prayer.  Ex. 19:18; Ps. 68; Is. 6:4, 64:1,3

22. An example of this from pagan, secular thought is seen in Virgil’s Aeneid 3:88-91 

Let not my pray'rs a doubtful answer find;

But in clear auguries unveil thy mind.'

Scarce had I said: he shook the holy ground,

The laurels, and the lofty hills around;

And from the tripos rush'd a bellowing sound.

Prostrate we fell; confess'd the present god,

Who gave this answer from his dark abode:
23. The purpose of this theophany was to clearly demonstrate that God was present among them and that He had answered their prayer.

24. The reference to the filling of the Holy Spirit does not imply or teach some sort of second blessing, but merely that they were all under the controlling power of the Holy Spirit.

25. To be filled with something is to allow that person, emotion, etc. to control you and to make decisions based on what fills you.  Lk. 4:28, Lk. 5:26, Lk. 6:11, Acts 2:4, Acts 3:10, Acts 4:31, Acts 5:17, Acts 13:45 

26. Immediately we observe the answer to their prayer as they all began to speak the word of God with boldness.
27. It should not be overlooked that the effective and fearless proclamation of the truth of God does not occur apart from the filling of the Holy Spirit, the energizing force behind the truth.

28. Further, it should be observed that the filling of the Holy Spirit does not necessarily result in ecstatic utterances, tongues, etc. as it did on the day of Pentecost, but more often than not has to do with communication of the Divine viewpoint. Lk. 1:15, Lk. 1:41, Lk. 1:67, Acts 2:4, Acts 4:8, Acts 4:31, Acts 9:17, Acts 13:9 

4:32 And the congregation of those who believed were of one heart and soul;  {de, (c)--o` plh/qoj (n-gn-s) a crowd, multitude or large number of people--o` pisteu,w (vpaagm-p)--eivmi, (viia--3s)--kardi,a (n-nf-s)--kai,(c)--yuch, (n-nf-s)--ei-j (a-cnf-s)}  and not one of them claimed that anything belonging to him was his own,  {kai, (c)--ouvde, (ab)--ei-j (apcnm-s)--le,gw (viia--3s) said, i.e. claimed--ti.j (apian-s) indef.adj. anything--o` u`pa,rcw (vppagn-p) (1) exist, be present, be at  hand, (2)  neut. pl. as subst. what one has at one's disposal, property,  possessions--auvto,j (npdm3s)--i;dioj (a--an-s)--eivmi ,(vnpa)}  but all things were common property to them.  {avlla, (ch)--a[paj (ap-nn-p)--eivmi ,(viia--3s)--koino,j (a--nn-p) common, mutual, shared--auvto,j (npdm3p)}Å 

4:33 And with great power the apostles were giving testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and abundant grace was upon them all.  {kai, (c)--du,namij (n-if-s)--me,gaj (aif-s)--o` avpo,stoloj (n-nm-p)--avpodi,dwmi (viia--3p)  to give over, to give from, stronger than didwmi, to give what is due--to martu,rion (n-an-s)--o` avna,stasij (n-gf-s) lit. of the resurrection. Genitive of apposition, the resurrection formed the content of the witness--o` ku,rioj VIhsou/j (gm-s)--te, (c)--ca,rij (n-nf-s)--me,gaj (a--nf-s)--eivmi ,(viia--3s)--evpi, (pa)--pa/j (a--am-p)--auvto,j (npam3p)}

Exposition vs. 32-33

1. This is the second summary explanation that Luke has offered in regard to the situation that existed in Jerusalem during the early days of the Church age.

2. It is very similar to the first summary in Acts 2:43-47.

3. The use of the term multitude or congregation indicates that the number of believers was continuing to increase steadily.

4. Like any congregation it is truly limited to those who believed.
5. The dynamic of unity that was evident among these believers is seen in the fact that they were of one heart and one soul.
6. The Greek is actually stronger and says that there was one heart and soul of/among those who had believed.

7. The heart is the center of one’s emotions and affections, as well as his decision making and actions.

8. In this context it indicates that these believers were all unified in regard to their affection and commitment to one another, a fact that will be detailed in Acts 4:34-35.

9. The soul, which is where the volition resides, is the more rational, choice-making element of our nature.

10. Luke is saying that these believers were unified in their feelings toward one another and in the volitional choices that they made in regard to one another.

11. That this is an ideal is hardly debatable and was remarkably recognized by secular writers such as Aristotle.

“In point of self-sufficiency the individual is surpassed by the family and the family by the state, and in principle a state is fully realized only when it comes to pass that the community of numbers is self-sufficing; if therefore the more self-sufficing a community is, the more desirable is its condition, just as a greater degree of unity is more desirable than a lesser.  Again, even granting that it is best for the community to be as complete in unity as possible.”
12. Their internal unity was expressed overtly by the common attitude that each of these believers had toward their own personal possessions and property.

13. Luke states in the strongest terms that not even one of them, said that anything he possessed was his own.

14. This is not to be taken to mean that all these believers moved into a commune and began liquidating everything they possessed.

15. They continued to live in their individual houses and owned their individual possessions, but that the moment they were aware that there was a need among the church, they were ready, willing and met it.

16. Their mastery of the details of life is an ideal to which we can all aspire, possessing and demonstrating the generosity of spirit that is here evident.

17. Learn to hold onto what God has given you with an open hand.

18. Recognize that all things are destined to perish and that anything you possess came to you via God’s grace and if it becomes necessary to sacrifice some detail for His plan that is exactly what you should do.

19. If that is the case God will make it clear and you should pray that you will make the application with the correct mental attitude (cheerfulness) and liberality that the situation demands.

20. Again, this was not some sort of socialistic experiment, nor some sort of monastic withdrawal from society, but it was:

a. Voluntary—these were all free-will offerings.

b. Came during a time of persecution.

c. Restricted to this group in Jerusalem.

d. Restricted in its duration.

21. The isagogics of that period also make it quite clear that this was a natural response to the events of that time.

22. In the book Jerusalem, Jeremias points out the following:

a. The economic conditions of Palestine were deteriorating.

b. Famine and political unrest were evident.

c. Employment was limited.

d. Those who confessed Jesus publicly faced economic and social sanctions.

23. These believers quickly figured out that the spiritual oneness they found to be a reality by virtue of their common position in Christ had to be expressed in a physical, tangible way, especially during this difficult time.

24. Sandwiched in between all this information on their willingness to share is the fact that the apostles were being greatly blessed in their ability to proclaim the issues around the resurrection of the Lord Jesus.

25. The great power does not deal with great rhetorical, homiletical, or oratorical skills, or even to the attending miracles that were being done.

26. Instead it focuses on the power behind their words and the fact that the Holy Spirit was especially active in bringing conviction upon those who heard the truth.

27. The power behind such utterances is seen in its ability to bring men face-to-face with the issues at hand and to force them to a crisis in their thinking which results in the proper decision.

28. It is true that such powerful teaching leaves people no place to hide under their STA rationalizations and moves some along to make the correct adjustments in their thinking, but it is equally true that it has a hardening effect on those who resist the truth.  Ex. 7:22, 8:15,19,32, etc.; Prov. 28:14, 29:1; Acts 6:10ff, 7:54ff

29. They carried on this witness in spite of the fact that the Jewish leadership had commanded them to cease and desist.

30. It is also clear that these men did not have to concern themselves with logistical issues and were able to concentrate and focus their entire energies to their teaching.

31. Luke’s final observation is that God was obviously and dramatically blessing all who were involved in this burgeoning organization.

32. The apostles were being blessed in the communication of the truth; the poor among them were blessed by having their needs met; those with resources were blessed in the opportunity to convert their temporal wealth to eternal wealth, so truly great grace was upon them all.
Doctrine of SG3

4:34 For there was not a needy person among them, for all who were owners of land or houses would sell them and bring the proceeds of the sales  {ga,r (cs)--eivmi, (viia--3s)--ouvde, (ab)--evndeh,j (ap-nm-s) 1X, lacking what is needed to exist on, impoverished--ti.j (a-inm-s) "anyone"--evn (pd)--auvto,j (nplm3p)--ga,r (cs)--o[soj (-aprnm-p) of number, as much or as many as--u`pa,rcw (viia--3p) to be present, being--kth,twr (n-nm-p) 1X, owner or possessor--cwri,on (n-gn-p) piece of ground, field--h; (cc)--oivki,a (n-gf-p)--pwle,w (vppanm-p) selling, exchanging possessions for money, temporal part. "after selling"--fe,rw (viia--3p) they used to bring--h` timh, (n-af-p) the worth or value ascribe to a thing--to` pipra,skw (vpppgn-p) "the things which had been sold"}

1. 4:35 and lay them at the apostles' feet, and they would be distributed to each as any had need.   {kai, (cc) --ti,qhmi (viia--3p)--para, (pa)--o` pou,j (n-am-p)--o` avpo,stoloj (n-gm-p)--de, (ch)--diadi,dwmi (viip--3s) 4X, to distribute, give out, of spoils, to divide or divvy up--e[kastoj (ap-dm-s)--kaqo,ti (cs)  a;n  (qv)--ti.j (apinm-s) an tij=anyone--e;cw (viia--3s)--crei,a (n-af-s)}

4:36 Now Joseph, a Levite of Cyprian birth, who was also called Barnabas by the apostles (which translated means Son of Encouragement),  {de, (cc)--VIwsh,f(n-nm-s)--Leui,thj (n-nm-s) 3X, a descendant of Levi--Ku,prioj (n-nm-s) an inhabitant of Cyprus--/|to` ge,noj (n-dn-s) of common ancestry, an ethnic group or race--o` evpikale,w (vpapnm-s) lit. "the one having been called, or named"--Barnaba/j (n-nm-s) there is a fair amount of info. on this man, more in exposition----avpo, (pg)-o` avpo,stoloj (n-gm-p)--o[j (aprnn-s) 'which'--eivmi, (vipa--3s+)--meqermhneu,w (+vpppnn-s) to translate from one language to another--ui`o,j (n-nm-s) to be a son of something is to share the nature and quality in view, here to have the quality of --para,klhsij (n-gf-s) lit. to call alongside, to appeal, entreat, encourage, exhort, can have the nuance of comfort or console} 

4:37 and who owned a tract of land, sold it and brought the money and laid it at the apostles' feet.  {u`pa,rcw (vppagm-s) 'being'--auvto,j (npdm3s) 'being to him'=since he owned--avgro,j (n-gm-s) a cultivated tract of land--pwle,w (vpaanm-s) temporal part. after he had sold--fe,rw (viaa--3s)--to. crh/ma (n-an-s) what has been acquired to meet one's needs, money, generally property or wealth--kai, (cc)-- ti,qhmi (viaa--3s)--pro,j (pa)--o` pou,j (n-am-p)--o` avpo,stoloj (n-gm-p)}

Exposition vs. 34-37

2. Luke continues with his description of the early community of believers in Jerusalem.

3. Their common faith, which is not visible empirically, led to a social situation that was a reflection of their spiritual solidarity.

4. Luke begins verse 34 with the statement that there was not even anyone among them who was needy.
5. No one in that church who was lacking living grace would have to do without since the more well-to-do members would voluntarily liquidate their superfluous possessions and provide for those who had need.

6. These believers recognized and believed that their physical possessions, including their land holdings and extra houses, could be put to a higher use.

7. They demonstrated the doctrine in their souls by following through and making the applications that were called for.

8. What may not be clear in the English translation that is clear in the Greek is that they were only doing this from time to time as the need arose.

9. They were not selling all possessions and bringing the proceeds from the sales and turning everything over to the apostles.

10. If that was the case, they themselves would soon be in the “needy” category!

11. Obviously the commands for believers to take care of themselves would still be in full force and effect.

12. The Old and New Testaments both promote the very simple concept that believers are to work for their own living, exercise financial discretion, plan for the future and take care of themselves if it is possible, so that they are in a position to help others if the need arises.  Prov. 10:4-5, 6:6-11; Eph. 4:28; IIThess. 3:6-13

13. Paul, who did not have to work but could reasonably expect to be supported by those he taught, set a sterling example in this regard.  IThess. 2:9; ICor. 9:15

14. The ideal for financial situations among believers is expressed in IICor. 8:12-14.

15. However, this did not deteriorate into any sort of monastic or communistic situation in which there was forced equality with the apostles operating an egalitarian regime.

16. It was always strictly voluntary and, while it was a regular feature of life, was practiced only as often as absolutely necessary.

17. It is clear that the early living grace ministry was the responsibility of the apostles, who received the proceeds and administered the fund at their discretion.

18. As we will observe in chapter 6 this was not a long-lived situation.

19. Any suggestion that laying the proceeds at the feet of the apostles was due to the fact that they sat on the prototypes of later ecclesiastic thrones is nonsense.

20. The language is used to denote the legal transfer of said proceeds and the understanding that the apostles had the authority to use it as they saw fit.

21. They did not distribute the funds in a haphazard fashion but only used the fund to meet existing needs.

22. Living grace needs are actually few, food, clothing, shelter, etc. and the expenses associated with these basic necessities.

23. Living grace does not include booze, cigarettes, lottery tickets, soda pop, cake and ice cream, subscriptions to magazines, health clubs, car phones, pagers, and luxuries such as these, which are not necessary to maintain life in the cosmos.

24. It is not that having such things is wrong or that we are against people having things, but the reality is that when you ask others to sacrifice on your behalf, as you do when you request living grace, you had better make certain that you use those funds, which represent the sacrifice of others, for living grace and not to purchase non-essentials

a. The reality is that if your niche is so difficult that you are having a hard time with living grace, first you should carefully examine your financial house and make certain that:

b. You are not squandering your income.  Lk. 15:13

c. You are not living above your means.  Prov. 12;11, 17:24, 21:17

d. You have and stick to a budget.  Prov. 13:18, 15:32

e. You are not under Divine discipline for cheating God out of His portion.  IICor. 8:12

f. You are not being lazy.  Prov. 6:6-11, 10:4, 13:4

g. You are diligently pursuing and applying the truth.  Prov. 8:17-21, 10:3

h. You are not being greedy.  Prov. 11:24-25

i. You regularly ask God for His blessing.  Jms. 4:2c

j. You are not associating with the wrong people.  Prov. 23:17-21

25. You are faith-resting your situation and not lunging to get what you want.  Ps. 37:1-11

26. If you do find yourself in financial straits God’s grace is available and believers should be ready, willing and able to help one another out.
27. Luke now moves to a positive example of such generosity when he singles out Barnabas for special mention.

a. This is done for two reasons:

b. Barnabas’ application was an outstanding one.

28. Barnabas will occupy somewhat of a prominent place in Acts.

29. Profile of Joseph or Barnabas.  
a.  His name means son of consolation or encouragement.

b. He was a Levite who was born in Cyprus.  (Acts 4:36) 

c. His name stands first on the list of prophets and teachers of the church at Antioch (Acts 13:1) 

d. Luke speaks of him as a "good man" (Acts 11:24) 

e. He possessed a tract of land, where it was located we do not know, but he sold it. (Acts 4:36,37) 

f. His personal appearance is supposed to have been dignified and commanding (Acts 14:11,12) 

g. When Paul returned to Jerusalem after his conversion, Barnabas took him and introduced him to the apostles (Acts 9:27) 

h. They had probably been companions as students in the school of Gamaliel. 

i. The prosperity of the church at Antioch led the apostles and brethren at Jerusalem to send Barnabas there to superintend the movement. 

j. He found the work so extensive and weighty that he went to Tarsus in search of Saul to assist him. 

k. Saul returned with him to Antioch and labored with him for a whole year (Acts 11:25,26) 

l. The two were at the end of this period sent up to Jerusalem with the contributions the church at Antioch had made for the poorer brethren there (Acts 11:28-30)

m. Shortly after they returned, bringing John Mark with them, they were appointed as missionaries to the heathen world, and in this capacity visited Cyprus and some of the principal cities of Asia Minor (Acts 13:14) 

n. Returning from this first missionary journey to Antioch, they were again sent up to Jerusalem to consult with the church there regarding the relation of Gentiles to the church (Acts 15:2 Gal. 2:1) 

o. This matter having been settled, they returned again to Antioch, bringing the decree of the council as the rule by which Gentiles were to be admitted into the church. 

p. When about to set forth on a second missionary journey, a dispute arose between Saul and Barnabas as to the propriety of taking John Mark with them again. 

q. The dispute ended by Saul and Barnabas taking separate routes. Saul took Silas as his companion, and journeyed through Syria and Cilicia; while Barnabas took his nephew John Mark, and visited Cyprus (Acts 15:36-41) 

r. Barnabas is not mentioned again by Luke in Acts. 

30. Why his particular application is singled out is not clear, perhaps he was the first to make this type of application or possibly the donation was so large as to command attention.

31. What is evident is that he expressed his social concern for other believers by voluntarily liquidating this detail and giving the proceeds to the apostles to provide relief for those who were lacking.

Acts 4
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