chapter six

6:1 Now at this time while the disciples were increasing in number,   {de, (cc)--evn (pd)--h` h`me,ra (n-df-p)--ou-toj (a-ddf-p)--plhqu,nw (vppagm-p) in passive, to be multiplied, to grow or increase, temporal ptc. when or while--o` maqhth,j (n-gm-p)}  a complaint arose on the part of the Hellenistic Jews against the native Hebrews, because their widows were being overlooked in the daily serving of food.  {goggusmo,j (n-nm-s) 4X, secret debate, can be good or bad (see Jn. 7:12) usually an expression of dissatisfaction, grumbling, murmuring, complaining in hushed tones--gi,nomai (viad--3s) "arose"--o` ~Ellhnisth,j (n-gm-p) 3X, only in Acts, a Greek speaking Jew as opposed to one speaking the native Hebrew or even Aramaic--pro,j (pa)--o` ~Ebrai/oj (n-am-p)--o[ti (cc/cs)--h` ch/roj (ap-nf-p) a widow, one whose husband has died--auvto,j (npgm3p)--paraqewre,w (viip--3p)  to examine a thing beside another thing, to compare, then to note the comparison and take into account the differences and finally to overlook, to slight--evn (pd)--h` diakoni,a (n-df-s) generally, service, aid, support, here the preparing or distributing of meals--h` kaqhmerino,j (a--df-s) cmpd. from kata and hemera, daily, day by day}
Exposition vs. 1

1. Acts 6 begins a major shift in the direction of the book as a whole, the first 5 chapters dealing with the early days of Christianity and the positive impact the gospel had in Jerusalem.

2. Again, one might conclude that there were no real problems, other than the minor persecution of the apostles in Acts 5, which does not appear to have been treated as a significant problem either by the apostles or by Luke himself.

3. In chapter 6 we are confronted with the reality that there existed some measure of internal dissention and that overt persecution would take a more violent turn in the near future.

4. The first issue in vss. 1-6 deals with the internal problems that existed in the early church, the swift and decisive manner in which the apostles dealt with those problems, and the result of their excellent leadership, resulting in the formation of the office of deacon.

5. Verse 1 is likely one of the most complicated and most discussed verses in the entire book, due to its brevity and lack of specifics.

6. Luke does not provide much information and some have suggested that this was a conscious attempt on his part to downplay the seriousness of the situation due to “his desire to emphasize the harmonious relations within the early community”.
7. It seems more likely to me that Luke did not intentionally downplay the situation or the intensity of it, merely that he had recognized by this time that the situation was not necessarily as important as it may have seemed at the time to those involved.

8. Bear in mind that Luke is writing in the early to mid 60’s AD and this event is some 25-30 years in the past.

9. Further, Luke must have known that this problem actually ended up contributing to a real advance in the thinking of the apostles and the origin of the office of deacon, which was clearly a necessary step in the life of the Church.

10. There is some real wisdom in learning to step back and recognize that the events of life, which may seem so important, overwhelming, controversial, or oppressive, will ultimately be resolved and the passage of time may (and usually does) alter our perspective on those events.

11. Secondly, the believer must realize that it is God’s church and God is ultimately responsible for maintaining the viability and credibility of His organization.

12. Those things which we thought so important in Junior High, Senior High, College, our 20’s, our 30’s, etc. have all likely passed from our thinking and are not considered that crucial at this time.

13. Youth has an incredible capacity to be wrapped around the axle with regard to events that do not trouble one who has more age and experience.

14. All this is not to suggest that the problem was not a real one, and perhaps one which was relatively volatile in nature with potentially explosive repercussions.

15. Luke begins by telling us that all this occurred during the same period of time that he had just been discussing in chapter 5.  In these days…
16. This all began to take place during a time when the congregation was meeting with a good deal of evangelistic success and the disciples were increasing in number.
17. Once again, the principle is observed: the more people, the more potential problems.

18. The term complaint indicates that which is done in hushed or low tones, murmuring, mumbling, etc. that usually takes the form of quietly expressed dissatisfaction.

19. It indicates the kind of secret grumblings that buzz away until they come to the ears of the leadership.

20. What likely happened was that someone took offense on a particular occasion, they told someone (a family member or friend) of their displeasure, who told someone else, etc.

21. Eventually, any perceived slight, whether intentional or unintentional, would only serve to add fuel to the fire and the talk would become more intense.

22. While it does not say that the complaint arose from the widows, but it arose because their widows were being overlooked, in my opinion it is exceedingly likely that the original complaint must have come from one who felt they had been slighted.

23. Further, Luke does not tell us if the complaint had any basis in fact or if it was merely something that was perceived.

24. An understanding of the isagogics of that time will help us to comprehend how and why this situation could have developed.

25. The two groups involved are the Hellenistic Jews and the native Hebrews.
26. Most commentators have attempted to differentiate between the two groups by identifying them by the language and geographic origin.

27. Greek speaking Jews of the Diaspora were considered to be the Hellenistic Jews, while native-born Hebrews were those who were born and raised in Israel proper.

28. However, this distinction lacks sufficient precision as seen in the fact that Paul, who was fluent in Greek and came from Tarsus (not a city in Israel) calls himself a Hebrew of Hebrews.  IICor. 11:22; Phil. 3:5

29. Other groups have been suggested as being the Hellenists but none are truly convincing.

a. Gentiles in general. 

b. Samaritans.

c. Essenes.

30. In order to fully understand the conflict that existed at this point we must first understand the history of Hellenism and the people in view.

31. Hellenism is defined as the Greek character, spirit, or civilization, the type of culture represented by the ideals of classical Greeks.

32. These include their regard for athletic vigor and grace, their cultivation of the arts and sciences, their devotion to civic social organization and the social and ethical attitude in which humanism pervades all things.

33. As Matthew Arnold states, “To get rid of one’s ignorance, to see things as they are, and by seeing them as they are to see them in their beauty, is the simple and attractive ideal which Hellenism holds out.”
34. Alexander the Great was not merely a conqueror of nations but was a missionary for the Greek “way of life”, the virtues of that lifestyle which he had been taught by Aristotle.

35. He viewed himself as one who was bringing the blessings of Hellenism to the less enlightened parts of the world and he attempted to establish a model Hellenistic community in each of the lands he had conquered.

36. Alexandria, Egypt is the best known and most successful of these planned cities.

37. During the intertestamental period, Palestine was the battleground between the Ptolemies, who ruled Egypt and southern Syria, and the Seleucids, who seized control of the land c. 200 BC.

38. While the Ptolemies had exercised somewhat of a tolerant rule, they themselves being Hellenists, the Seleucids were determined to force Hellenistic culture upon the Jews.

39. During the reign of Antiochus Epiphanes IV, this Seleucid ruler determined to civilize (in his thinking this is a synonym for Hellenize) the domain that he controlled.

40. He believed the high priesthood was a political office and, as the king, he had the right to appoint whomever he chose to occupy that office.

41. The Jews, however, believed the priesthood was of divine origin and its sale to the highest bidder was looked upon as a sin against God.

42. There was an obvious lack of unity among the Jews themselves during this period, with some adopting the Hellenistic lifestyle (building a gymnasium in Jerusalem, exercising in the nude, adopting Greek names, and regarding the Hebrew thought as being obscure and obsolete) and others (The Hasidim—pious ones) following the paths of their fathers and attempting a defense of orthodox Jewish institutions.

43. Antiochus viewed Jewish orthodoxy as a divisive force in the empire and eventually ordered a systematic attempt to Hellenize the country by force, demanding the fusion of all the nationalities in his empire into one people who all worshipped the Greek gods.

44. Greek soldiers and their lovers performed licentious (lawless, immoral, lewd) rites in the Temple courts, swine were sacrificed on the altar, and the drunken orgy associated with the worship of Bacchus was made compulsory, while Jews were forbidden, under penalty of death, to practice circumcision, to observe the Sabbath, to observe the feasts of the Jewish calendar, and the Hebrew Scriptures were to all be destroyed.

45. The Hasidim, the forerunners of the Pharisaic party, were led by such men as Judas Maccabeus and fought for the freedom of the Jews, while the Hellenizers, the fore- runners of the Sadducees, adopted a “if you can’t beat them, join them” mentality.

46. So, many Jews were willing to attempt a synthesis of Greek civilization and Hebrew religion, adopting Greek names, subscribing to Greek philosophies, and looking to Greek institutions as the harbingers of cultural progress.

47. Others reacted violently against the Hellenizers, seeing the Greek way of life as being opposed to that which was prescribed in the Torah, especially noting that the younger generation was all too ready to embrace the “new idolatry”.

48. The tensions and divisions continued to exist in the Jewish homeland could, in some way, be divided along the lines of geography; the Diaspora living in cultures much more affected by Greek thought and the native born Hebrew often being more inclined toward strict Judaism.

49. The attitude of the strict Jew is still evident today as observed from this quote of unidentified origin.

“A great struggle takes place there today, one that far overshadows the Jewish-Arab one, for that is only a small part of the greater battle. A conflict rages that is hardly a new one, but, rather, the latest phase in an ongoing one, thousands of years old. Perhaps its most famous phase is commemorated rather ignorantly, as the holiday of Hanukkah. The bitter battle some 2500 years ago was between those Jews who sought to create a truly Jewish culture and society as opposed to those who sought to be Greeks in form and idea. The latter came to be known as the Hellenists and the real battle of the Maccabees was against them, against the perversion and corruption of the Jewish people into a hideous, Hebrew caricature of foreign, gentilized, culture.”

50. However, even in the Diaspora, there existed differences among the Jews, with each settlement taking on something of the characteristics of its neighbors, but those in Palestine would be apt to consider themselves alone the truly orthodox.

51. These long-standing tensions, which were a part of everyday life, appear to have been the underlying cause, with the alleged neglect of the widows actually being the spark that ignited the complaint.

52. Observations on the church at Jerusalem and this particular incident.

a. The church consisted of two identifiable groups: the native Hebrews and the Hellenistic Jews.

b. There is ample historical evidence of a long-standing friction and animosity between the groups.

c. Initially, unity and a oneness of spirit characterized the early days of the church.

d. The church had already organized a program for feeding the needy.

e. In spite of the good work this accomplished, one group of people appear to have been neglected.

f. This neglect was apparently not deliberate, merely an oversight.

g. All this appears to have been the result of the initial success and rapid expansion of the church.

h. The complaint came from the Hellenists against all native Hebrews, further evidence of a class dispute, a cold war situation.

i. There was no reciprocal attack by the native Hebrews, but why would there be if  they were receiving the majority of the living grace fund?

j. Their grievance was based on the fact that their widows were not receiving what they needed in light of their own contributions to the fund.

k. Their grumbling was not unfounded.

l. However, it was not the proper response.

m. They should have approached the leadership and made their concerns known apart from murmuring or complaining.

6:2 And the twelve summoned the congregation of the disciples and said, " It is not desirable for us to neglect the word of God in order to serve tables.  {de, (ch)--o` dw,deka (apcnm-p)--proskale,omai (vpadnm-p). lit. to call to oneself, to summon--to. plh/qoj (n-an-s) the crowd, multitude, stress is on the number--o` maqhth,j (n-gm-p) a learner, a pupil, a disciple.  Only used in the gospels and Acts--ei=pon (viaa--3p)--ouv (qn)--eivmi, (vipa--3s)--avresto,j (a--nn-s) 4X, pleasing, acceptable, desirable, right or proper--evgw, (npa-1p)--katalei,pw (vpaaam1p) "having neglected", of persons to leave behind, of places to depart from, to things to neglect or set to the side--o` lo,goj (n-am-s)--o` qeo,j (n-gm-s)--diakone,w (vnpa) gen. of any kind of service, to support, take care of, minister to, etc. of tables to be a waiter--tra,peza (n-df-p) a piece of furniture, a table}

6:3 "But select from among you, brethren, seven men of good reputation, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may put in charge of this task.  {de, (ch)--evpiske,ptomai (vmad--2p) 11X, of the sick, to visit or look after, of finding a person for a position, to select or choose--evk (pg)--su, (npg-2p)--avdelfo,j (n-vm-p)--e`pta, (a-cam-p)--avnh,r (n-am-p)--marture,w (vpppam-p) to bear witness of testify, here passively, to receive a good report, to be well spoken of, be approved--plh,rhj (a--am-p) of space, fully occupied, with genitive of what fills--pneu/ma (n-gn-s)--kai, (cc)--sofi,a (n-gf-s) wisdom, the ability to use knowledge and experience in the right way--o[j (apram-p)--kaqi,sthmi (vifa--1p) lit. to stand over, to appoint or put in charge--evpi, (pg) "over"--h` crei,a (n-gf-s) a need or necessity--ou-toj (a-dgf-s)}

6:4 "But we will devote ourselves to prayer, and to the ministry of the word."  {de, (ch)--evgw, (npn-1p) we, for our part--proskartere,w (vifa--1p) 10X, to persist at, to be loyal to, to stand ready, to occupy oneself diligently with, be devoted to--h` proseuch, (n-df-s)--kai, (cc)--h` diakoni,a (n-df-s) the ministry--o` lo,goj (n-gm-s)}
Exposition vs. 2-4

1. Luke informs us that the apostles did not ignore this problem but took immediate and decisive action.

2. While he has referred to the apostles as the twelve twice in Luke, this is the only time that the phrase is used outside the gospel.  Lk. 8:1, 9:12

3. The purpose of referring to them as the twelve is to emphasize the fact that they were the intimates of Jesus and were the recognized leadership of the church.

4. It is not explicitly stated but there can be little doubt that these men conferred with each other regarding this problem and probably arrived at a consensus fairly quickly.

5. Certainly, one thing they must have realized was that their burden was inordinately heavy due to the administration of the living grace fund.

6. Economic conditions in Jerusalem were influenced by a number of factors, these factors made it generally difficult for people to support themselves, and there was a rather large number living on relief.

a. The cost of living in normal times was generally three to six times that is was for those who lived in the country.

b. In times of emergency, such as famines, wars, etc. the cost of living could be multiplied ten times or more.

c. The political situation under Herod involved heavy and ruthless taxation in order to finance his excessive expenditures.

d. Since Herod’s expenses were well beyond his means, he was compelled to be quite harsh to his subjects.

e. Various disasters such as war, famine, etc. were not uncommon and contributed to a generally depressed economic condition.

7. They summoned the entire group of believers and announced their assessment of what they viewed as an undesirable situation.

8. Their statement made quite plain that if they were to administer the living grace fund they were having to neglect their studies.

9. Their statement indicates that they not only possessed a willingness to apply at a menial level, they were actually doing it.

10. No doubt recognizing the truth of the words of Jesus and His example during the incarnation.  Mk. 9:33ff; Jn. 13:1ff

11. One could not accuse the apostles of using their rank in order to alleviate themselves of pressures or the necessary applications in a local church.

12. However, they did recognize that their priority could not be waiting on tables, their priority had to be the studying and teaching of the Word of God.

13. There was a clear need for the living grace ministry and someone had to have responsibility for it, so the apostles challenge the congregation to find other men who could meet the need.

14. Their decision forms the basis for the origin of the new office in the church, the office of deacon.

15. The first requirement the apostles set forth is that the ones in charge of administering this physical ministry of the church have to be men.

16. Although they are in charge of what some may consider the mundane affairs of the church, the emphasis of the apostles is on their spiritual qualifications.

17. The most likely reason for the number seven is found in the normal Jewish practice of setting up boards of seven men to oversee various endeavors.

18. Their first qualification is that that they had to be men who had good reputations among those who knew them.

19. These men are being placed into a position of authority and responsibility and their decisions would affect other people therefore, they had to be the kind of men that people had confidence in and to whom they would listen.

20. The second requirement is that they be full of the Spirit, obviously emphasizing the fact that they had to be men who were known to stay in fellowship and apply doctrine.

21. Clearly, one cannot see if someone is full of the Holy Spirit empirically, they can only determine that by the manner in which one conducts himself.

22. Thirdly, they had to be full of wisdom, indicating the need for these men to have the ability to handle difficult decisions and know how to deal well with the people over whom they would have authority.

23. Webster defines wisdom as the ability to make sound decisions and deal wisely with the facts, especially as they relate to life and conduct; it involves the capacity to make proper use of the knowledge one possesses; perception of the best ends and the best means to accomplish those ends; discernment and judgment.

24. True wisdom comes only from God and indeed the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.
25. Note also that the apostles did not use their authority in an unwise way by merely making these decisions unilaterally for the congregation, although they certainly had the authority to act in the case.

26. They instruct the congregation to bring them men who meet these qualifications and they are to understand that they will be given the responsibility to administer this aspect of church life.

27. The word translated task is actually the Greek word for a need and emphasizes that they did not view this as an optional ministry for the church in Jerusalem.

28. The purpose of this board was to establish a situation that would allow the apostles to devote their full time and attention to prayer and the ministry of the word.
29. That is the number one priority of the communicator of doctrine, with other physical needs of the church being the number one priority of other men.

30. The pastor-teacher is responsible for the study and communication of the divine viewpoint, as well as the consistent prayer for those who are under his charge.

31. While he is not to allow those under his authority to tell him what to teach, how to teach, how fast to teach, etc., it does not mean that it is necessarily wise to reject all input from those around him.

32. His prayer life must be as consistent as his study-teach routine and during that time he should deal with the following issues:

a. Prayer for direction as to where to teach.

b. Prayer for the congregation as a whole and the individuals in it.

c. For himself in regard to personal failures which might impede his ministry or the completion of his course.

33. This particular problem and the resolution of that problem explains how the office of deacon came to be a reality, although in our passage the office is not named explicitly and may not have been for some time.

34. It is also interesting to note that the vocabulary associated with the office of deacon is applied to the apostles in verse 4, emphasizing that while the apostles were not going to serve any longer in that physical capacity, they were still serving nonetheless.

Principles of leadership

6:5 And the statement found approval with the whole congregation;  {kai, (ch)--o` lo,goj (n-nm-s) --avre,skw (viaa--3s) of the 16X this word is used, only 1X by Luke, to please, to be acceptable to someone--evnw,pion (pg) in the presence--pa/j (a--gn-s)--to plh/qoj (n-gn-s) crowd or multitude}   and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit,  {kai, (ch)--evkle,gw (viam--3p) tto choose or select--Ste,fanoj (n-am-s) proper name, Stephen, a wreath, usually as an award in the games, metaphor. of a reward for success or accomplishment--avnh,r (n-am-s)--plh,rhj (a--am-s) of space, full or filled, with the genitive of what fills that space, fig. of people filled with, abounding in someth. pi,stij (n-gf-s) obviously faith in the truth, can be active faith, ability to take God at His word, believing, or objective faith, doctrine--kai, (cc)--pneu/ma (n-gn-s)--a[gioj (a--gn-s) certainly means he was in fellowship, but goes beyond that to emphasize consistency}  and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas and Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch.  {kai, (cc)-- Fi,lippoj (n-am-s) lover of horses, not the same as Philip the apostle--kai, (cc)--Pro,coroj (n-am-s) leader in a dance 1X--kai, (cc)--Nika,nwr (n-am-s) 1X, victorious--kai, (cc)--Ti,mwn (n-am-s) 1X, worthy--kai, (cc)--Parmena/j (n-am-s) 1X--kai, (cc)--Niko,laoj (n-am-s) 1X, victor over the people--prosh,lutoj (n-am-s) prob. derived from the perf. of prose,rcomai in the sense one  who has come over, arrived at; in the NT, a term for one who  has come over into Judaism from another religion, to become a full  Jew by being circumcised and by accepting the obligation of  observing Jewish laws proselyte, convert; to be distinguished from  the non-Jewish God-fearers (sebo,menoi) who attended the  Jewish synagogue but did not receive circumcision (cf. AC 13.43  and AC 17.4)--VAntioceu,j (n-am-s) 300 mi. north of Jerusalem in Syria}

6:6 And these they brought before the apostles; and after praying, they laid their hands on them.  {o[j (apram-p)--i[sthmi (viaa--3p)--evnw,pion (pg)--o` avpo,stoloj (n-gm-p)--kai, (ch)-- proseu,comai (vpadnm-p)--evpiti,qhmi (viaa--3p) lit. to place upon--auvto,j (npdm3p)--h` cei,r (n-af-p)}
Exposition vs. 5-6

1. The apostles made their leadership proposal but left the implementation of that proposal to the congregation.

2. The apostles stated their case and turned the matter over to the congregation who recognized that this was indeed the divine viewpoint in the matter and proceeded to comply with the apostles’ request.

3. All the men they selected had Greek names, suggesting to some that they were all Hellenists and not native Hebrews.

4. However, there were Jews who had Greek names and appear to have been native Hebrews, so this is not conclusive.

5. If they were all Hellenists, and not native-born Hebrews, this should certainly pacify those from that group who was registering the complaints.

6. It also points out the fact that very often those who are the most acutely aware of a problem or injustice may very well be the ones who are most able to resolve it.

7. It is clear that the apostles, and the church at large, did not spend any time attempting to assign blame when something went wrong, instead they used their mental and physical energies to resolve the problem they faced.

8. This is obviously a lesson in delegation of authority, allowing others to work out the solutions to matters instead of attempting to do everything yourself.

9. The names are likely listed in the order of importance, and certainly, the first two occupy a much more important place in Acts than the others do.

10. Stephen is particularly singled out as being a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit.
a. Full of faith indicates his possession of and belief in Bible doctrine.

b. Full of the Holy Spirit indicates his consistency in applying that doctrine.

11. While we are not told specifically that the other men who are mentioned were also full of faith and Holy Spirit, we must understand that they equally met the qualifications that the apostles had set forth.

12. Philip is the second man mentioned, he will occupy a more notable place in Acts than the rest, and some have suggested that Luke may be indebted to this man for some of his historical material.

13. He is to be distinguished from Philip the apostle.  Jn. 1:43-48, 6:5, 12:21, 14:8

14. Of the other five men listed, we know nothing since this verse is the only place they are mentioned in the Word of God.

15. The last man is also noted in a specific way and some have suggested that it is because Luke himself was from Antioch, a place that would occupy a prominent position in the new Christian movement.

16. Nicolaus is certainly not a Jew, but is a Gentile who has converted to Judaism and has complied with circumcision and is accepted as a member of the synagogue in full communion.

17. Proselytes are to be distinguished from other Gentiles who have not similarly complied with the Jewish law, but who recognize the monotheism of the Jews as the proper approach to the true God.

18. Hence, they are designated as God fearers.  Acts 10:1-2

19. After the congregation had determined the seven men they wanted in this position, they brought them before the apostles for formal ordination into the newly formed office.

20. It is true that the vocabulary term deacon is not used in this passage but it is also true that in this case, and possibly others, the ministry was a function before it was an office.

21. Like everything we have observed in Acts to this point, this incident is committed to God in prayer.  Acts 1:14,24, 2:42, 4:24

22. Following their prayer, they laid their hands on these seven men and formally installed them into their new office.

23. The laying on of hands is a ceremony that symbolizes the transfer of something to the one on whom hands are laid.

a. When the Jew laid his hands on the head of the sacrifice, it symbolized the transfer of his sins to an innocent substitute.

24. In this case, it symbolized the delegation of authority by the apostles to the newly elected deacons and the fact that they were now commissioned to perform this specific task.

25. It is a way of saying that they recognized these men were qualified to assume this responsibility and they formally approved of them.

Doctrine of Deacons
6:7 And the word of God kept on spreading; and the number of the disciples continued to increase greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were becoming obedient to the faith.  {kai, (cc) --o` lo,goj (n-nm-s)--o` qeo,j (n-gm-s)--auvxa,nw (viia--3s) to grow, as in plants, when used of people means to increase in number, to become more prolific--kai, (cc)--o` avriqmo,j (n-nm-s)--o` maqhth,j (n-gm-p)--plhqu,nw (viip--3s) be multiplied, increase greatly--evn (pd)--~Ieroso,luma (n-df-s)-- sfo,dra (ab) extremely, greatly, exceedingly--te, (cc)--polu,j (a--nm-s)--o;cloj (n-nm-s) crowd or multitude--o` i`ereu,j (n-gm-p)--u`pakou,w (viia--3p) lit. to hear under. to listen to someone, to obey or submit to, followed by dative of thing obeyed--h` pi,stij (n-df-s) synonym for the realm of doctrine}
6:8 And Stephen, full of grace and power, was performing great wonders and signs among the people. {de, (cc)--Ste,fanoj (n-nm-s)--plh,rhj (a--nm-s) filled, full of, fig. of what one is rich, or abounds in, thoroughly endued with--ca,rij (n-gf-s)--kai, (cc)--du,namij (n-gf-s)--poie,w (viia--3s) was doing or, used to do--te,raj (n-an-p)--kai, (cc)--shmei/on (n-an-p)--me,gaj (a--an-p) i.e. commanding attention, noteworthy--evn (pd)--o` lao,j (n-dm-s)}
Exposition vs. 7-8

1. Luke now includes another progress report after the establishment of the office of deacon.

2. While Luke does not include any chronological notes to this point, most interpreters recognize that we have moved forward to a time in late 34 or early 35 AD.

3. The advice that the apostles gave the congregation in regard to the deacons taking care of the physical needs so they could devote themselves fully to their studies and prayers resulted in further growth among the church.

4. Since the apostles were relieved of the daily ministry, they were much more effective in the primary ministry to which God called them.

5. The result was the Word of God continued to increase and was effectively winning new converts.

6. There is no reason to limit the increase of the Word of God to the apostles’ activity, although they were the primary source of teaching, other new believers would be talking to family, friends and acquaintances about the fact that the promised Messiah had come to Israel.

7. There is no evidence in this passage that these people were violating anyone’s privacy or any such impropriety, this merely appears to be the natural and normal outflow of a sound ministry.

8. As a result of this surge of doctrine, people continued to believe on a regular basis and the disciples continued to increase greatly.
9. Note that this phenomenon appears to be limited to the area in and around Jerusalem.

10. The disciples were not apparently inclined or motivated to move outside of the confines of the immediate city at this particular time.

11. The final comment in verse 11 has perplexed some people since all the early opposition to Jesus and the church appears to have been headed by the Sadducees, who were of the priestly and high-priestly class.

12. The priestly aristocracy, who depended on power politics that were sometimes exercised quite ruthlessly, sometimes by intrigue, sometimes by threats, were able to control the most important offices in the Temple, as well as the taxes and money.

13. The permanent priestly offices in Jerusalem such as that of the captain of the Temple, the Temple overseer, the Temple treasurer, etc. were usually filled by a near relative of the high priest.

14. Now we know that Annas exercised tremendous power over the Sanhedrin at this time, and there is no reason to doubt the fact that many of his priestly relatives occupied the most powerful positions, and his son-in-law was the current reigning high priest.

15. This nepotism was established to the point that they controlled not only the Temple, the sales for the Temple, the money changing operation, the priestly court, a considerable number of seats in the Sanhedrin, and the political leadership of the whole nation.

16. Against this aristocracy, there existed the majority of the priests, the “ordinary priests”.

17. They were divided into priestly clans by ancient tradition and there were 24 courses.  Neh. 10:3-9, 12:1-7, 12:21; IChron. 24:1-19

18. Each division or course performed service for one week in Jerusalem at the Temple from Sabbath to Sabbath.  Lk. 1:8 

19. Each course included all the priests who were living in Judea and Galilee.

20. Each weekly course was divided into four to nine daily courses, carrying out their duties during the seven days that course was to serve.

21. When one considers the biblical and extra-biblical evidence, it is not excessive to estimate the number of priests for one daily course at a number of fifty, yielding a number of 300 or more for the weekly courses.

22. Since there were 24 courses, the total number of priests would have been more than 7200.

23. With these facts, one can readily understand that Luke was accurate in statement about many priests becoming obedient to doctrine, since there existed a large pool of priests who were not related at all to the dominant family of Annas.

24. They were genetically, socially and economically removed from the wealthy families that opposed Jesus and the early church. 

25. Becoming obedient to the faith simply meant they believed in Jesus Christ and began to follow the doctrine the apostles were teaching.

26. There is no evidence that they gave up their priestly office or function and, in fact, this influx of priests would have likely strengthened the bond that the early believers had with the Temple.

27. Further, there is no reason to assume that these priests, most of whom lived outside of Jerusalem, would not continue to live where they had established a residence.

28. They would then have taken the new teaching about Jesus of Nazareth to their homes, families and acquaintances in Judea and Galilee.

29. This certainly would have been another factor as to why the Word of God kept on spreading.

30. Verse 8 reintroduces us to Stephen, one of the original seven deacons.  Acts 6:5

31. He will occupy the stage from this verse until the end of chapter seven.

32. We know from his spiritual qualities mentioned in verse 5 that he was a man who possessed a good amount of doctrine and that he consistently isolated his sin nature and made great applications.

33. From verse 8, we find that he was full of grace, a statement that is only made about one other man in the Bible.  Jn. 1:14

34. Grace is the title and policy of God’s plan and all blessings come on the basis of grace, totally apart from human merit, talent, etc.

35. All spiritual gifts, whether temporary or permanent, come via God’s grace and are to be exercised on that basis.

36. Stephen was a man who recognized that all he had and all he was came to him on the basis of grace and he conducted himself in that sphere.

37. Due to spiritual momentum and positive volition, Stephen was ahead of many of his contemporaries in terms of God’s working in his life and the blessings that come as a result of spiritual growth.

38. Stephen stood out from his contemporaries and manifested such spiritual power that he practically functions on an even footing with the apostles.

39. Like them, he was full of power, the power of God that was necessary to perform various wonders and signs.
40. Wonders and signs is a phrase that is used 3 times in Acts and these types of miracles are a manifestation of God’s supernatural activity in the natural realm.  Acts 7:36

41. Wonders are those things that cause people to be perplexed or wonder.

42. Signs are those miracles that point to something greater.

43. In this case, both are designed to be items that attest the validity of Stephen’s message.

Doctrine of Grace
6:9 But some men from what was called the Synagogue of the Freedmen, including both Cyrenians and Alexandrians, and some from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and argued with Stephen.  {de, (ch)-- ti.j (apinm-p)--o` (dgmp+) "of those men"--evk (pg)--h` le,gw (vpppgf-s)--h` sunagwgh, (n-gf-s)--Liberti/noj (n-gm-p) Latin loan word, Jews who were once slaves of Rome, now set free and settled inJerusalem and of sufficient number to have their own synagogue—

kai, (cc) exepegetical, what follows details the composition of the one synagoge--Kurhnai/oj (n-gm-p) 5X, a Greek colony in northern Africa--kai, (cc)--VAlexandreu,j (n-gm-p) 2X, a native of Alexandria Egypt, a prize hellenistic community--kai, (cc)--o` (dgmp+) "some"--avpo, (pg)--Kiliki,a (n-gf-s) 8X, a province in southeast Asia Minor, in what is now Turkey.  Most notable city was Tarsus, Acts 22:3--kai, (cc)--VAsi,a (n-gf-s) what is now Asia minor-- avni,sthmi (viaa--3p) to stand again, to rise up--suzhte,w (vppanm-p) 10X, to inquire, discuss or question, in a negative sense to dispute or argue with--o` Ste,fanoj (n-dm-s)}
6:10 And yet they were unable to cope with the wisdom and the Spirit with which he was speaking.  {kai, (ch)--ouv (qn)--ivscu,w (viia--3p) to be strong or powerful, of intellect to be competent or able to hold their own--avnqi,sthmi (vnaa) lit. to stand against, to hold their ground, hence to out argue or out manveuver Stephen mentally--h` sofi,a (n-df-s)--wisdom, the ability to use knowledge in the proper way, skill, clever intelligence, here the proper articulation of the Divine viewpoint—kai, (cc)--to pneu/ma (n-dn-s) the power or force which animated Stephen, obviously comes from the Holy Spirit energizing this man to boldly speak the truth--o[j (aprdn-s)--lale,w (viia--3s)}
Exposition vs. 9-10

1. From verse 8, one might surmise that Stephen’s ministry was limited to the administration of the living grace and the various miracles that he performed around Jerusalem.

2. However, it is evident that he began a mission of reaching his Hellenistic brethren in the area.

3. The most natural place for evangelism in the Jewish economy was the main Temple (which it appears the apostles frequented) and the various synagogues around Jerusalem.

4. Some have had problems with this section because Stephen had been appointed to supervise the relief for the widows, not to perform miracles and not to teach.

5. If we recognize that there was a cultural split of some significance among the Jews, and that these old, underlying tensions were not immediately (if ever) resolved, that largely explains why Stephen’s ministry had a somewhat different thrust than that of the apostles.

6. Stephen appears to have an exuberant ministry that was directed toward those who were not native, strict Hebrews.

7. One should not conclude from this that the apostles were not the foundation of the church in Jerusalem and exercised ultimate authority.

8. On the other hand, there is no evidence of any conflict between Stephen and the apostles and it appears that his entire function was looked upon in a favorable manner.

9. It is not unreasonable to suggest those cultural differences between the native Hebrews and the Hellenistic Hebrews resulted in a schism that may never have been fully repaired.

10. It would not be unusual for those Hellenistic Jews to be drawn to those who were of similar upbringing and thinking.

11. Therefore, while not minimizing the importance of the apostles to the church as a whole, it does seem that Stephen and others like Philip, exercised great influence over the people whom they served.  

12. Here is a perfect example of the teaching that Paul gives in ICor. 3:4-9, teaching that rebukes sectarian thinking.  Narrow-minded thinking that tends to focus on one idea or principle and does not allow for the big picture.
13. It did not take long for opposition to arise among Stephen’s contemporaries within the Hellenistic community.

14. Opinions vary on just how many synagogues are in view in verse 9, with some suggesting just one and others seeing as many as five.

15. The text is clear when it says that some rose up from the synagogue of the Freedmen, singular.

16. The term Libertinoi—Freedmen, is a Latin loanword that refers to Jewish freedmen and the sons of such freedmen.

17. Pompey did take a large number of Jews captive (c. 63 BC) and relocated them to Rome and many of them were later given their freedom, and this group was likely comprised of some of these and/or their descendants.

18. The synagogue in question was comprised of the four groups mentioned in verse 8:

A. Cyrenians, inhabitants of Cyrene, now modern Libya.

B. Alexandria, the jewel of the Hellenistic cities in Egypt.

C. Cilicia, a province in Asia Minor, not modern Turkey.

D. Asia, modern Asia Minor, modern Turkey and Syria.

19. While these names and places may be obscure to us today, they were important places in this period of history.

20. These were some of the most significant intellectual centers of that time where the ambitious, the able, the intellectual and the cultured assembled.

21. This is an important fact since the men who opposed Stephen were not likely common people and would have exercised a good deal of influence in Jerusalem.

22. The region of Cilicia, located in Asia Minor was another important Hellenistic region, its chief city being Tarsus.

23. While it is not stated directly, there is no reason to conclude that Saul of Tarsus was not a member of this synagogue and this readily accounts for his actions in Acts 7:58 and 8:1.

24. Saul was the brilliant student of Gamaliel and he, no doubt, tried his wits against those of Stephen.

25. The word avni,sthmi (anistemi—to stand up or rise up) is used in a number of ways in the New Testament, but the emphasis here is on that of rising up in a hostile manner in order to argue or attack someone.  Matt. 12:41; Mk. 3:26, 14:57; Lk. 4:29; Acts 5:17

26. This was a planned confrontation that they intended to use in order to discredit Stephen.

27. While we are never told exactly what it was in the teaching of Stephen that elicited such a response, we are told that he did not shrink from this challenge.

28. It certainly appears from the charges that they eventually leveled against him that he may have begun to apply the implications of the fact that Jesus Christ was the central and only aspect of God’s redemptive program to such issues as the land, the law, and perhaps, even the Temple itself.

29. If this were the case, the Jews of the Diaspora, who had returned to the land out of a sense of its importance in God’s plan, would not be pleased with the implications of the gospel.

30. Since they had returned to their homeland out of a desire to be more faithful Jews, a message that appeared to denigrate their land and their commitment to Judaism would not have been a welcome one.

31. In open debate in the synagogue, Stephen demonstrated that Jesus was the Messiah the Jews had been expecting, and detailed some implications from that fact.

32. Both groups accepted the authority and validity of the Old Testament scriptures, so when Stephen proved his point and documented it from their own Bible, they had nothing with which to refute him.

33. Obviously, this stung their pride on a number of levels.

34. First, to have such a strong nationalistic fervor and be so committed to the precepts of Judaism and someone informed you that your religion and that of your fathers was being displaced by a new regime would not be welcome news.

35. Second, being defeated in an open debate, in a forum that you established, would have a negative impact of their pride.

36. These men were men of culture, intelligence, religious convictions, and very likely skilled in debate, and they expected to be able to confound Stephen into silence.

37. Yet, Stephen single-handedly refutes their viewpoint, in spite of the fact that the odds, numbers, learning and social position was all on the side of his opponents.

38. Coupled with the fact that the Word of God on his side and he was energized by the Holy Spirit, Stephen’s zeal and willingness to engage the opposition without fear led to a one man rout.

39. Remember, it’s easy to win an argument with an unarmed man, and people who are not believers and who do not study Bible doctrine under the filling of the Holy Spirit are not prepared to engage in a discussion of God’s plan.

40. This clearly demonstrates that God will provide the necessary wisdom and insight to the believer who is willing to stand his ground doctrinally against any and all opposition, even that which is falsely called “knowledge”.  ITim. 6:20

6:11 Then they secretly induced men to say, "We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and against God."  {to,te (ab)--u`poba,llw (viaa--3p) 1X, lit. to cast or throw under, to put something under, as a carpet, hence to bring one under your control by suggestion, to prompt one with their lines, as on the stage, in our case it may have the nuance of bribe--avnh,r (n-am-p)--le,gw (vppaam-p) this is a participle, translated like an infinitive since the men are the subject, not those of the synagoge--o[ti (ch)-- avkou,w (vira--1p)--auvto,j (npgm3s)--lale,w (vppagm-s)--r`h/ma (n-an-p) words or concepts--bla,sfhmoj (a--an-p) 4X, abusive, slanderous, insulting or blasphemous--eivj (pa) directional prep. toward--Mwu?sh/j (n-am-s) note that Moses is mentioned before God--kai, (cc)--o` qeo,j (n-am-s)}
6:12 And they stirred up the people, the elders and the scribes, and they came upon him and dragged him away, and brought him before the Council. {te, (cc)--sugkine,w (viaa--3p) 1X, to stimulate, to stir up a mixture, to excite into a commotion--o` lao,j (n-am-s)--kai, (cc)--o` presbu,teroj (ap-am-p) this is the first time this word has been used in Acts. They are distinguished from the scribes and chief priests (Matt 16:21; Lk. 20:1) more in exposition--kai, (cc)--o` grammateu,j (n-am-p)  professional exponents of the law--kai, (ch)--evfi,sthmi (vpaanm-p) cmpd, lit. to stand upon, to be near, when used of in a physical sense, to approach or come upon--sunarpa,zw (viaa--3p) 4X, all by Luke, to seize, with the idea of suddenness or violence--auvto,j (npam3s)--kai, (cc)--a;gw (viaa--3p) to lead or bring--eivj (pa)--to. sune,drion (n-an-s)}
Exposition vs. 11-12

1. With all the positive qualities the Word of God ascribes to Stephen, one might suspect that he would have had little trouble in his niche.

2. However, because he was a gifted and skilled communicator, and he may have had superior insight into the ramifications of the gospel, he became the target of a conspiracy.

3. The leaders in this conspiracy were those men who were a part of the synagogue of the Freedmen and, again, there is no reason to suspect that Paul was not aware of this, if not actively involved.

4. The three groups involved in every conspiracy are evident here:

a. The brains—the men from the synagogue.

b. The hit men—those hired to do the brains’ work.

c. The dupes—those taken in by the intrigue.

5. It is not hard to imagine what motivated these men to engage in this under-handed smear campaign against Stephen.

6. He had bested them in open debate, challenged their thinking in regard to the fact that Jesus of Nazareth was the promised messiah, and likely had explained the future implications of the facts.

7. If Jesus was the promised messiah, and if the nation did not embrace Him, was there any doubt about what God would do?

8. Four specific things are noted about what these men did:

a. They secretly persuaded some men to lie, saying that they had heard Stephen say things he had not said.

b. They stirred up the people, the elders and the scribes about their trumped up charges.

c. These two groups seized Stephen and dragged him before the Sanhedrin.

d. They produced lying “witnesses” to “prove” their case.

9. The actual approach is difficult to determine since the word u`poba,llw (hupoballo) is only used one time in the New Testament and has some latitude in meaning.

10. At the very minimum, they enlisted men and told them exactly what to say, and possibly there may have been a bribe of some sort.
11. Obviously, these were men of questionable character, or they would not have been involved in such a scheme.
12. These men, having been instructed by the Freedmen, went about their business among the masses, spreading lies about Stephen.
13. Since they did not have the power of today's modern press, it took some time but these liars against Stephen swayed the tide of public opinion.
14. The content of their lies revolved around supposed blasphemy or slander against Moses and against God.
15. Obviously, these men recognized the Jewish mentality and the way they venerated Moses, placing him on equal footing with God.
16. In their minds, any action directed against Moses was an action directed against God.
17. While Stephen had not slandered Moses in any way, there is no doubt that his teaching about salvation by grace would have appeared to undermine the Mosaic Law and hence, would have appeared to be speaking against Moses.
18. The charge of speaking against God likely stemmed from their understanding of what Stephen had said concerning the Temple, the religious center of national Israel.
19. If the Mosaic Law was not necessary to salvation, and if Jesus fulfilled all the types and shadows of the Old Testament, of what value would the Temple and sacrificial system of Judaism be in the future?
20. Jesus had prophesied the destruction of the Temple (Matt. 24:1), and there is no reason to believe that Stephen, as well as others, understood that this was merely a result of the fact that the Temple was no longer needed.
21. These two charges would have effectively enraged the Pharisees and scribes, many of whom made their living from professional work related to the Mosaic Law.
22. The Sadducees would have been enraged about anything that threatened the stability of the Temple since they derived their great wealth from the Temple and its related businesses.
23. The Freedmen and their henchmen went about among the common people of Israel spreading their lies about Stephen.
24. There is no reason to believe that Stephen, like Peter and the others, would have been popular among his contemporaries.  Acts 5:13,26, 6:8

25. The tide of public opinion must be changed and that is where they concentrated their first efforts.

26. While they were lying to the common person, they also took every opportunity to create strife in the minds of the elders and scribes.

27. The term elders is a rather loose term that designates one who is involved in the religious and political leadership of Israel.

28. They are to be distinguished from the other groups who were present such as:

a. The Sanhedrin.

b. The scribes.

c. The Pharisees.

d. The Sadducees.

29. The term originated in the Old Testament and denoted a person with authority who was entitled to respect and reverence.  Gen. 50:7

30. It could also denoted a political office.   Num. 22:7

31. The "elders of Israel" held a rank among the people indicative of authority and Moses opened his commission to them Ex. 3:16

32. They attended Moses on all important occasions and seventy of them attended on him at the giving of the law (Ex. 24:1)

33. Seventy also were selected from the whole number to bear with Moses the burden of the people (Num.11:16,17)

34. The "elder" is the keystone of the social and political fabric wherever the patriarchal system exists and, at the present day, this is the case among the Arabs, where the sheik (i.e., "the old man") is the highest authority in the tribe.

35. The body of the "elders" of Israel were the representatives of the people from the very first, and were recognized as such by Moses.

36. Throughout the history of the Jews, we find mention made of the elders as exercising authority among the people. 

a. They appear as governors (Deut. 31:28)

b. As local magistrates (Deut.16:18) administering justice (Deut. 19:12)

c. They were men of extensive influence (1Sam. 30:26-31)

37. In New Testament times they also appear taking an active part in public affairs (Matt. 16:21, 21:23, 26:59)

38. In the first century AD, the office of elder was a regular position in the synagogue, and in the Mishnah his duties are clearly outlined.

39. The scribes anciently held various important offices in the public affairs of the nation. 

40. The Hebrew word rpeso (sopher) is used to refer to those who acted as secretaries of state, whose business it was to prepare and issue decrees in the name of the king (2Sam. 8:17, 20:25; 1Chron. 18:16 24:6; 1Kings  4:3)

41. They discharged various other important public duties as men of high authority and influence in the affairs of state.

42. There was also a subordinate class of scribes, most of whom were Levites and they were engaged in various ways as writers.

43. An example, was Baruch, who "wrote from the mouth of Jeremiah all the words of the Lord" (Jere. 36:4,32)

44. In later times, after the Captivity, when the nation lost its independence, the scribes turned their attention to the law, gaining for themselves distinction by their intimate acquaintance with its contents.

45. On them devolved the duty of multiplying copies of the law and of teaching it to others (Ezra. 7:6,10-12;  Neh. 8:1,4,9,13)

46. It is evident that in New Testament times many of the scribes belonged to the sect of the Pharisees, who supplemented the ancient written law by their traditions thereby obscuring it and rendering it of none effect.  Matt. 23:1

47. In order to understand the power and position of the scribes, one must recognize that it was knowledge alone that gave them their unique place

48. In order to become a scribe, one must commit at a young age to a regular course of study that lasted several years.

49. Once he had progressed to the point of being competent to make personal decisions on questions of religious legislation and penal justice, he was considered a non-ordained scholar.

50. When he reached a fixed age (40 by one reference), he could be received into the company of scribes as a member with full rights, an “ordained scholar”.

51. He had the right to be called Rabbi.  Matt. 23:7-8

52. Only ordained teachers transmitted and created the tradition derived from the Torah which, according to pharisaic tradition, was equal to or above the Torah.

53. Apart from the chief priests and members of noble families, the scribes were the only other class who could enter the supreme court, the Sanhedrin.

54. When the community was faced with the choice between a layman and a scribe for the office of elder, it invariably preferred the scribe, and by the first century AD, many offices were indeed filled by scribes.

55. The reason for their dominant influence over the people was not the fact that they were the guardians of tradition in terms of religious legislation, or that they could occupy key positions in society.

56. Their power lay in the fact that they were viewed as guardians of a secret or esoteric knowledge and these forbidden decrees were not to be expounded before the public at large.

57. They supposedly possessed secret knowledge about God, creation, the savior, the future, etc.

58. These teachings were transmitted orally, they were not to be written down and, if they were written, they were only to be transmitted to “such as be wise among the people”.

59. From a social point of view they were, as the possessors of these hidden mysteries, the immediate heirs and successors of the prophets.

60. Therefore, the scribes were venerated, like the prophets of old, with unbounded respect and awe, as bearers and teachers of the esoteric knowledge and their words came to have sovereign authority.

61. Obviously, the elders and scribes had much to lose if the religious and legal system within which they operated was altered.

62. With the Freedmen’s success with the people in general and with the elders and scribes specifically, they swayed public opinion enough to cause the elders and scribes to make a citizen’s arrest of Stephen.

63. They immediately take him to the Sanhedrin, which is composed of elders of the people, the chief priests, and some scribes.

64. There can be little doubt that each of these groups individually were hostile toward Stephen and his message, but their combined hatred in this court of Jewish law will make justice an impossibility.

Doctrine of Conspiracy
6:13 And they put forward false witnesses who said, "This man incessantly speaks against this holy place, and the Law;  {te, (cc)--`i[sthmi (viaa--3p)--ma,rtuj (n-am-p)--yeudh,j (a--am-p) lying, false or deceitful, substantive=a liar--le,gw (vppaam-p)--o` a;nqrwpoj (n-nm-s)--ou-toj (a-dnm-s)--v ouv (qn)--pau,w (vipm--3s) to stop oneself, to cease or leave off--lale,w (vppanm-s)--r`h/ma (n-an-p) focus on content, doctrines--kata, (pg)--o` to,poj (n-gm-s)--o` a[gioj (a--gm-s)--ou-toj (a-dgm-s) this holy place refers to the Temple--kai, (cc)--o` no,moj (n-gm-s) ie. the Mosaic Law}
6:14 for we have heard him say that this Nazarene, Jesus, will destroy this place and alter the customs which Moses handed down to us."  

{ga,r (cs)--avkou,w (vira--1p)--auvto,j (npgm3s)--le,gw (vppagm-s)--o[ti (ch)--VIhsou/j (n-nm-s)--o` Nazwrai/oj (n-nm-s)--ou-toj (a-dnm-s)--katalu,w (vifa--3s) lit. to loose down, to tear down, to demolish or destroy, used in Acts 5:38-39--o` to,poj (n-am-s)--ou-toj (a-dam-s)--kai, (cc)--avlla,ssw (vifa--3s) to make otherwise, to change or alter--to.` e;qoj (n-an-p) that which is habitual, customary, fixed or traditional--o[j (apran-p)-- Mwu?sh/j (n-nm-s)--paradi,dwmi (viaa--3s) lit. to give to, to deliver, to hand down--evgw, (npd-1p)}
Exposition vs. 13-14

1. The Freedmen were very organized in their attack on Stephen and left nothing to chance when they dragged him before the Sanhedrin.

2. They had their case ready and had groomed their witnesses for the occasion.

3. Their smear campaign that had been in gear for some time had been successful.

4. All those who had been pressed into service through coercion or bribes had been busy talking about Stephen so much that it must have seemed as though Stephen was quite busy.

5. When they come into the court and announce that Stephen was constantly speaking, it might not have been hard to believe.

6. Luke makes one fact very clear in verse 13 and that is these men were all liars.

7. None of them had, at any time, heard Stephen say any such things.

8. His blasphemy was alleged to have occurred on two fronts:

a. Blasphemy against the Temple.

b. Blasphemy against the Law of Moses.

9. The Temple had long been the center of religious life in Israel and anyone who suggested that it would or should become otherwise would have been viewed with tremendous disfavor.

10. It is clear from the gospel of John that Jesus had announced the new dispensation would find some significant changes in terms of overt worship of God.  Jn.4:20-24

11. We also know that Jesus prophesied the destruction of the Temple and that this charge figured prominently in His trial.  Mk. 14:55-59, 15:29

12. Jesus had made it clear that the old order of material worship in the Temple would be transformed into a new order of spiritual worship by disciples, irrespective of geographic location.

13. He made it plain that the new dimension of worship was going to make the old cultus (organized system of worship) unnecessary.

14. There is no reason to believe that Stephen and the other disciples, reflecting on this revelation and considering the implications of a world-wide offer of salvation, would quickly see that the Temple was no longer a necessity.

15. Further, it is easy to see how this could be distorted into some negative attack on the Temple by those who were not believers and who tended to take things in a very literal fashion.

16. For Stephen to understand the implications of universal salvation and the fact that the Jews would no longer be the exclusive people is not the same as an assault on the Temple or the Jewish traditions.

17. However, it is very easy to see how those who were opposed to him could distort his words.

18. They state that Stephen had said that Jesus Himself would destroy the Temple.

19. Jesus had made such a statement Himself in John 2:19-21, and this statement was not understood by those who were negative (maybe not even by the disciples at that time) and was distorted into a claim that He would destroy the Temple.

20. Whatever form or words Stephen used which gave rise to this charge that he had said Jesus the Nazarene would destroy the Temple, it seems plain that he had not only used the words of Jesus, but also grasped and explained their meaning.

21. The second charge dealt with the fact that Stephen was accused of teaching that Jesus was going to make alterations in the Law of Moses.

22. For the Jews, this might have been the greater blasphemy, since Moses was held in universal esteem and the Jews knew that God has spoken to Moses.  Jn. 9:29

23. Stephen is accused of the same sorts of things that Jesus was, disrespecting the Temple and disregarding the Mosaic Law.  Mk. 2:23ff, 3:1ff, 7:14ff , 10:2ff

24. The real problem was not any conflict between Jesus and the Mosaic Law, the real problem was a conflict between Jesus and those who had set themselves up as interpreters of the Mosaic Law, the scribes, elders, and rabbis.  Mk. 7:5ff

25. The customs in view are the oral traditions that the Jews observed in contrast to, and contradiction of, God’s word.

26. Of course, the Temple and all the sacrificial system instituted by Moses was no longer necessary, and apparently Stephen understood this, putting him on a collision course with those who made their living from this system.

27. Just as it was in the case of Jesus, the falseness of their testimony consisted not in strict wholesale fabrication but in subtle and deadly misrepresentations of the words actually spoken.

6:15 And fixing their gaze on him, all who were sitting in the Council saw his face like the face of an angel.  {kai, (cc)--avteni,zw (vpaanm-p) having fixed their gaze, to stare at--eivj (pa)--auvto,j (npam3s) --pa/j--o` kaqe,zomai (vppnnm-p) sitting, as a judge on a bench--evn (pd)--to, sune,drion (n-dn-s)--ei=don (viaa--3p)--to. pro,swpon (n-an-s)--auvto,j (npgm3s)--w`sei, (cs) cmpd. as if, like--pro,swpon (n-an-s)--a;ggeloj (n-gm-s)}
1. Exposition vs. 15

2. The council finally had someone of the new sect of the Nazarenes with some charges that would be heinous to any Israelite, and with sufficient testimony to result in a conviction.

3. The accused is allowed to defend himself and is placed in a prominent position so all in the court could see and hear him.

4. It is not stated directly, but it certainly appears that Stephen is here alone with no one to support him or testify in his behalf.

5. As these men, the vast majority of whom are hostile to him, look intently at him, they note something very unusual about his countenance.

6. In Judaism, very devout or godly men were often spoken of as resembling angels.

7. The significance of this radiant glow that Stephen seemed to have is to point out that he was in the presence of God.

8. Compare the glow that Moses possessed after coming down the mountain from the presence of God.  Ex. 34:23ff

9. As he stands before the Sanhedrin, in a totally hostile environment, falsely and unjustly accused, and fully aware that a verdict of guilty probably awaited, apart from evidence, facts or justice, Stephen had to have known that he was in a similar position to Jesus his savior.

10. In spite of their pretense of zeal for Moses, the Law, the Temple, and the plan of God in general, they were fully ready to violate any precept to rid themselves of Stephen.

11. Obviously, Stephen recognized that he was representative of the truth and that he was here to bear witness to the truth and that must have given him some courage.

12. Further, this incident was likely no different in one sense, since he was a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit.
13. All the intense emotions, coupled with God’s presence literally ignited Stephen so much so that his physical appearance was altered and attracted even the attention of these hardened Jews.

14. His face possessed a look that told of the power, glory and inspiration within, a look that one who saw it must never have forgotten, including one Saul of Tarsus.
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