chapter nine

9:1 Now Saul, still breathing a threat of murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest,  {de, (cc)--o`. Sau/loj (n-nm-s)--e;ti (ab) yet or still--evmpne,w (vppanm-s) 1X, lit. to breathe, when used with genitive means to be inhale, to be loaded with--avpeilh, (n-gf-s) 3X, Acts 4:29; Eph. 6:9--kai, (cc)--fo,noj (n-gm-s) 9X, slaughter or murder--eivj (pa) against--o` maqhth,j (n-am-p)--o` ku,rioj (n-gm-s)--prose,rcomai (vpaanm-s) lit. to come to, approach--o` avrciereu,j (n-dm-s)}
9:2 and asked for letters from him to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, both men and women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem.  {aivte,w (viam--3s) to ask for or request--evpistolh, (n-af-p) first time in N.T., a message transmitted on paper, a letter, the word epistle is transliteration--para, (pg)--auvto,j (npgm3s)--pro,j (pa)--h` sunagwgh, (n-af-p)--eivj (pa)--Damasko,j (n-af-s)--o[pwj (cs) used with verbs of asking, asking or requesting that--eva,n (cs)--eu`ri,skw (vsaa--3s)--ti.j (apiam-p) someone, anyone--eivmi, (vppaam-p) being, belonging--h` o`do,j (n-gf-s)--te, (cc+)--avnh,r (n-am-p)--kai, (cc)--gunh, (n-af-p)--a;gw (vsaa--3s)--de,w (vprpam-p)-- eivj (pa)--~Ieroso,luma(n-af-s)}
Exposition vs. 1-2

1. Following the parenthetical stories about Philip and his evangelistic successes, we are returned to the young man, Saul.

2. There are three accounts of Saul’s conversion to Christianity in Acts: the first here in chapter 9 and two more in the first person in Acts 22 and 26.

3. Critics have challenged these accounts, pointing out the obvious similarities and the obvious differences, claiming that these stories must come from different sources.

4. Haenchen, however, rightly states that “Luke employs such repetitions only when he considers something to be extraordinarily important and wishes to impress it unforgettably on the reader.”
5. The principle to keep in mind is that of progressive revelation, all aspects of a particular truth may not be revealed in the same place so the interpreter must put together several accounts to arrive at the full account.  Matt. 27:37; Mk. 15:26; Lk. 23:38; Jn. 19:19 This is Jesus the Nazarene, the King of the Jews.
6. The adverb eti (eti-yet or still) ties the narrative to what has been stated before in Acts 8:3.

7. In spite of the death of Stephen and the expulsion of Hellenistic Christians from Jerusalem, Saul was determined to carry out his personal war with believers outside of the immediate jurisdiction of the Sanhedrin.

8. This may have been due to the fact that he had received news from other places about the success of the sect that he so vehemently opposed.

9. Some men might have given up any chance for ultimate success against an organization that seemed to prosper in spite of every attack made upon it.

10. Saul was of such a nature that any new obstacle in his path made him even more determined to succeed where others may have failed.

11. Clearly, there is some obvious disagreement between Saul and his teacher, Gamaliel, regarding how these Christians should be handled.

12. While his career as a persecutor of believers began with Stephen and quickly spread to all Christians in Jerusalem, Saul was not content to punish some and drive others out of the city; he wanted to rid the earth of Christianity and its followers.

13. The verb e`mpne,w (empneo-to breathe) is used with the genitive to denote one who is loaded with something.

14. The two genitives that follow are called a hendiadys (the joining of two nouns by “and” that both refer to the same thing) the force being murderous threats.
15. In effect, Luke informs us that these murderous threats were like the very air that Saul breathed; he breathed out on the remaining disciples the murder that he had already breathed in from the death of others such as Stephen.

16. It is very clear that these threats were aimed at the disciples of the Lord.
17. Our passage is the only one of the three accounts in Acts that informs us that Saul took the initiative and went to the high priests and requested formal letters of extradition for any believers he found in Damascus.  Acts 22:5, 26:12

18. The question arises as to why Saul specifically chose Damascus as the scene of his hatred and vengeance since there were many closer cities to which believers had likely fled.  Acts 8:4

19. The most likely reasons include:

a. Saul had heard a specific report from that city that believers were there in some numbers.

b. He may have been attempting to contain the spread of the new sect by starting at what he perceived as the outer perimeter and moving back toward Jerusalem.

20. There is some extra-biblical evidence that religious refugees had fled from Judea to Damascus shortly before 130 BC and this may have been a known haven for those seeking relief from any persecution.

21. In any case, Damascus was a large and thriving commercial center that was part of the Roman Empire and contained a large Jewish population.

22. Since the high priest was president of the Sanhedrin and the head of the Jewish state as far as internal affairs was concerned, Rome upheld his authority as long as he could demonstrate that his actions were in the interest of public order.

23. His decrees, or those of the Sanhedrin, were binding not only in Jewish cities of Palestine but also in those outside of Palestine proper.

24. Therefore, Saul, the enraged homicidal maniac, had the full force of law on his side as he pursued those of the way, and he could act with impunity (freedom from any harm, loss or repercussions).

25. This term was the first term employed by believers to describe themselves, their enemies generally referring to them as the sect of the Nazarenes.  Acts 24:5,14, 28:22

26. While the term was used by other religious groups, no doubt believers applied it to themselves based on the understanding that Jesus the Nazarene was the way, the only way to relationship with God and Heaven.

27. Their association with Him assured them that they were a part of the true way, the way of thinking/living that guaranteed eternal life.

9:3 And it came about that as he journeyed, he was approaching Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him;  {de, (cc)--gi,nomai (viad--3s)--evn (pd)--o` (ddns) + poreu,omai (vnpnd)  in the to proceed, while or when he proceeded or traveled-- auvto,j (npam3s)--evggi,zw (vnpa) to approach or draw near--h` Damasko,j (n-df-s)--te, (cc)--evxai,fnhj (ab) 5X, 4X by Luke, suddenly, instantaneously--fw/j (n-nn-s) light, that which illuminates--evk (pg)--o` ouvrano,j (n-gm-s)--periastra,ptw (viaa--3s) 2X, here and Acts 22:6 that which gives out light like lightning, peri=around--autoj (npam3s)} 

9:4 and he fell to the ground, and heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?"  {kai, (ch)--pi,ptw (vpaanm-s) having fallen--evpi, (pa)--h` gh (n-af-s)--avkou,w (viaa--3s)-- fwnh, (n-af-s)--le,gw (vppaaf-s)--auvto,j (npdm3s)--Saou,l (n-vm-s)--Saou,l (n-vm-s)--ti,j (abt)-- evgw, (npa-1s) emphasis one ME!--diw,kw (vipa--2s)}
9:5 And he said, "Who art Thou, Lord?" And He said, "I am Jesus whom you are persecuting,  {de, (ch)--ei=pon (viaa--3s)--ti,j (aptnm2s)--eivmi, (vipa--2s)--ku,rioj (n-vm-s) likely has the force of sir, a respectful term--de, (ch)--o` (dnms+) he, supply said--evgw, (npn-1s)--eivmi, (vipa--1s)--VIhsou/j (n-nm-s)--o[j (apram1s)--su, (npn-2s) you yourself--diw,kw (vipa--2s)}
9:6 but rise, and enter the city, and it shall be told you what you must do. "  {avlla, (ch)--avni,sthmi (vmaa--2s)--kai, (cc)--eivse,rcomai (vmaa--2s)--eivj (pa)--h` po,lij (n-af-s)--kai, (cs)--lale,w (vifp--3s)--so,j (npd-2s)--o[j (-apran-s) + ti,j (a-ian-s) this construction means what or whatever more--su, (npa-2s) acc. of gen. ref. subject of infin.--dei/ (vipa--3s)--poie,w (vnpa)}
9:7 And the men who traveled with him stood speechless, hearing the voice, but seeing no one.  {de, (cs)--o` avnh,r (n-nm-p)--o` the ones--sunodeu,w (vppanm-p) 1X, to journey or travel with someone--auvto,j (npdm3s)--`````````i[sthmi(vila--3p) having stopped in their tracks--evneo,j (a--nm-p) 1X, dumbfounded, speechless, unable to speak--me,n (cs) indeed, on the one hand--avkou,w (vppanm-p)--h` fwnh, (n-gf-s)--de, (ch)--qewre,w (vppanm-p)--mhdei,j (apcam-s)}
9:8 And Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; and leading him by the hand, they brought him into Damascus.  (de, (ch)--Sau/loj (n-nm-s)--evgei,rw (viap--3s)-- avpo, (pg)--h` gh/ (n-gf-s)--de, (cc)--avnoi,gw (vprpgm-p) participle has concessive force--o` ovfqalmo,j (n-gm-p)--auvto,j (npgm3s)--ble,pw (viia--3s)--ouvdei,j (apcan-s) neuter=nothing--de, (ch)--ceiragwge,w (vppanm-p) 2X, here and Acts 22:6--auvto,j (npam3s)--eivsa,gw (viaa--3p)--eivj (pa)--Damasko,j (n-af-s)}

9:9 And he was three days without sight, and neither ate nor drank.  {kai, (cc)--eivmi, (viia--3s+)--h`me,ra (n-af-p)--trei/j (a-caf-p)--mh, (qn)--ble,pw (+vppanm-s)--kai, (cc)--ouv (qn)--evsqi,w (viaa--3s) --ouvde, (cc)--pi,nw (viaa--3s)}
Exposition vs. 3-9

1. What is not stated explicitly, but implied, is that Saul had been granted the letters of extradition that he had requested from the high priest.

2. Having obtained the legal documents necessary, he embarked on the trip to Damascus, wasting no time at all and accompanied by a suitable escort.

3. While the chronology in the early part of Acts is somewhat vague, the consensus among interpreters is that this event occurred in the late spring or early summer of 35 AD.

4. He was well on his way toward his destination and about noon, as he was approaching Damascus, a dramatic event occurred that would alter his life forever.  Acts 22:6

5. Without any warning, Saul suddenly found himself suddenly surrounded by an intense light that was of such a magnitude that it was described as being brighter than the sun.  Acts 26:13

6. There is no doubt about the intensity of the sun shining at noon in the summer; so, this light must have been so bright as to defy description.

7. In Acts 9:3 and 22:6 it seems as if the light shone around Saul alone but Acts 26:13 indicates that it enveloped his companions as well.

8. The light was a theophany, an expression of the glory of God.  

9. Light is used in many texts to speak of God.  Ps. 76:4, 104:2; IJn. 1:5

10. The Lord is clearly viewed as the source of light for the believer.  Ps. 18:28, 118:27; Lk. 2:32; Jn 1:4-5,7-9

11. Light is defined by Webster as follows: light consists of quanta of energy, which move as if guided by waves, the statistical behavior of the quanta being determined by the fact that their energy at any point is on the average equal to the intensity of the wave system at that point.
12. More to our understanding is the simple definition of light: the radiant energy which, by its action upon the organs of vision, enables them to perform their function of sight.
13. Simply put, light is that which allows us to see, the opposite of darkness, which obscures, hinders or prohibits sight.

14. The very simple truth that is expressed in the blinding light that encompassed Saul is that he was in darkness until that light dawned on him. 

15. He had no perception of, or capacity for, God; religious activity notwithstanding.

16. Saul was blind, an arrogant unbeliever who was extremely stubborn, a man who believed that he was doing God a service by persecuting and killing Christians.

17. The light that flashed around him was so intense that his only action was to fall to the ground.

18. In light of other passages, we must conclude that Jesus Christ appeared to Saul and the light was the manifestation of His glory.  Acts 9:27, 26:16; ITim. 6:16 

19. The next instant, Saul hears a voice in the Hebrew dialect asking him why he is persecuting the speaker.  Acts 9:4, 22:7, 26:14

20. Those who were with Saul were aware of the light and the fact that there was a sound (possibly even understanding that it was someone speaking) but did not understand the words the voice was saying.  Acts 9:7, 22:9

21. Saul inquires as to the identity of the speaker and is informed that that it is none other than Jesus the Nazarene.  Act 9:5, 22:8, 26:15

22. The impact of this vision and the words that had been spoken cannot be underestimated; Saul supposed Jesus to be an imposter, cursed by God, and his followers to be blasphemers worthy of death.

23. Suddenly, in a blaze of divine glory, Saul is confronted with the revelation that things may not be as he believed.

24. Saul, the zealous Pharisee, the defender of God, His laws, etc. now finds out that all his activity was not actually done on God’s behalf, it was done against Him!

25. One moment he was fearlessly and resolutely pressing on to destroy the cause of Jesus and the next moment he was trembling on the ground before Him.

26. By this point, Saul, who was totally disoriented and confused, meekly asks what it is that he should now do.  Acts 22:10

27. He is instructed by Jesus to continue his trip and go into Damascus where he would receive further instructions as to his future.  Acts 22:10

28. That future is explained in broad terms on the road to Damascus.  Acts 26:16-18

29. The intensity of the light that had struck Saul was such that he was blinded and it was necessary for those who were with him to lead Saul by the hand into Damascus.   Acts 9:8, 22:11

30. Paul was blind for 3 days, a fact that was designed to isolate him with his thoughts.

31. At this point, Saul does not believe that Jesus is the messiah; he is merely convinced that the vision on the road was divine in nature.

32. Saul was obviously well versed in Old Testament writings and over the next three days he would consider the person of Christ in light of the Word of God.

33. During this time of blindness Saul had to consider the fact that Jesus of Nazareth was alive; a fact that was obvious from his own personal experience. 

34. Further, he had to consider  the implications of the fact that God had apparently raised this man from the dead.

35. During this time, Saul had to consider the implications of such a reality aas well as the implications of  his actions in light of Jesus’ glorification.

36. If Jesus was alive, having been vindicated by God via resurrection, and if Christians were associated with this man, Saul’s entire theology and practice would have to be reconsidered.

37. He was clearly shaken by this turn of events and was so consumed with the vision and its implications that he did not eat or drink for three days.

38. This was clearly a world shattering experience, plunging Saul into a period of intense reflection on all the issues that these facts raised.

39. The Jesus that Saul had discredited as an impostor was really God’s provision for the sins of mankind and His resurrection confirmed him as being the promised messiah for Israel.

40. Saul of Tarsus was positive at God consciousness, and his seeking led him into the religious reversionism of the Jews.

41. His human characteristics, intelligence, education, determination and dedication led him to a zeal for his religion that few, if any, ever achieved.  Phil. 3:4-6

42. The only thing that could deliver him from this life was a personal encounter with the risen Christ, something that no one, not even he,  could refute.

9:10 Now there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and the Lord said to him in a vision, "Ananias." And he said, "Behold, here am I, Lord."  {de, (cc)--eivmi, (viia--3s)--ti.j (a-inm-s)--maqhth,j (n-nm-s)--evn (pd)--Damasko,j (n-df-s)--o;noma (n-dn-s)--~Anani,aj (n-nm-s) obviously not to be confused with Ananias of Acts 5--kai, (cc)--o` ku,rioj (n-nm-s)--ei=pon (viaa--3s)--pro,j (pa)--auvto,j (npam3s)--evn (pd)--o[rama (n-dn-s) 12X, only once in Matt. 17:9 all others in Acts, what is seen, appearance, a vision, given as a means of divine communication--~Anani,aj (n-vm-s)--de, (ch)--o` (dnms+)--ei=pon (viaa--3s)--ivdou, (qs)--evgw, (npn-1s)--ku,rioj (n-vm-s)}

9:11 And the Lord said to him, "Arise and go on the street called Straight, and inquire at the house of Judas for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for behold, he is praying,  {de, (ch)--o` ku,rioj (n-nm-s)--pro,j (pa)--auvto,j (npam3s)--avni,sthmi (vraanm2s)--poreu,omai (vmao--2s)--evpi, (pa)--h` r`u,mh (n-af-s) 4X, a narrow street or lane--h` kale,w (vpppaf-s)--euvqu,j (a--af-s) straight--kai, (cc)--zhte,w (vmaa--2s)--evn (pd)--oivki,a (n-df-s)--VIou,daj (n-gm-s)--Sau/loj (n-am-s)--o;noma (n-dn-s) --Tarseu,j (n-am-s)--ga,r (cs)--ivdou, (qs)--proseu,comai (vipn--3s)}
9:12 and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him, so that he might regain his sight."  {kai, (cc)--ei=don (viaa--3s)--avnh,r(n-am-s)--Anani,aj (n-am-s)--o;noma (n-dn-s)--eivse,rcomai (vpaaam-s)--kai, (cc)--evpiti,qhmi (vpaaam-s)--auvto,j (npdm3s)--h` cei,r(n-af-p)--o[pwj (cs) used with the subjunctive to indicate purpose--avnable,pw (vsaa--3s) to see up or see again, to regain sight}
Exposition vs. 10-12

1. While Saul was alone in a house in Damascus, sorting out this extraordinary turn of events, the Lord was preparing the next major personality who would take part in this amazing drama.

2. Ananias, whose name means Jehovah is gracious, was a believer who resided at Damascus and was highly respected by both Jews and Christians.  Acts 22:12

3. From the account, it does not appear that he was one who had been scattered by the persecutions in Jerusalem but was a native of that city.  Acts 9:13, 22:12

4. Ananias clearly recognizes the voice of the Lord as it comes to him in a vision.

5. There can be no doubt that the events that occurred to Saul and Ananias were supernatural in nature and consistent with the other events of the transition period in Acts.

6. Like the great believers of old, Ananias is presented as being ready for the Lord’s service.  Gen. 22:1, 31:11, 46:2; Ex. 3:4; ISam. 3:4; Isa. 6:8

7. There can be no doubt that God selected this man based on his omniscient view of history and his knowledge that Ananias would be obedient.

8. The adjusted believer must have the same attitude of willingness to forego his own ideas, plans, agenda, etc. and present himself before the Lord, prepared to do whatever it is that He may desire.

9. This is true humility, humbling yourself under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time.  IPet. 5:6

10. The believer who does not submit himself and his agenda to God, being ready, willing and able to make whatever adjustments to his niche that God may require, manifests an arrogance that will bring Divine discipline into the life.  IPet. 5:5

11. In the same way, the believer who is consumed with his own agenda, pursuing the cosmos, refusing to apply the doctrine of separation to family, social life, etc. will find himself on the receiving end of Divine discipline.  Jas. 4:4-6

12. Any notion that certain things are beneath you in God’s plan, or that you are too good to occupy a particular niche, betrays a personal agenda that is ultimately not concerned with advancing God’s plan but with advancing you personally.

13. Personal advancement in the world, apart from the will of God, will result in personal shame at the bema seat.  Phil. 3:18-19; Rev. 3:17-18

14. Your education, position, occupation, vehicle, details, reputation in the cosmos, money, savings account, retirement account, and very life are all at God’s disposal if you are a humble believer.

15. The great believers of the past, such as Abraham, manifested a willingness to pursue doctrine in spite of the fact that it did not make sense from the rational human viewpoint.  Heb. 11

16. Ananias is instructed to proceed along Straight Street until he finds that house of one Judas.

17. There he is to make request to see a man named Saul, who hailed from the city of Tarsus.

18. Ananias is informed that this man is going to be prepared for his visit by the supernatural vision that he has seen.

19. Ananias is told that Saul was praying, something that would be consistent with his current state of affairs as he sought God for guidance during this time of tremendous spiritual and emotional upheaval.

20. When it came to the conversion of the foremost persecutor of Christianity, the one who would become the apostle to the Gentiles, it can be concluded that God had considered every detail.

21. In fact, detail permeates this great event:

a. The right man heard the voice on the road--Saul.

b. He was led to the right house--Judas’.

c. The right amount of time was allowed for Saul to believe--3 days.

d. The vision was given to Saul at the right time.

e. The vision came to Ananias at the right time.

f. The right man was selected to go to Saul—Ananias.

9:13 But Ananias answered, "Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much harm he did to Thy saints at Jerusalem;  {de, (ch)--~Anani,aj (n-nm-s)--avpokri,nomai (viao--3s)--ku,rioj (n-vm-s)--avkou,w (viaa--1s)--avpo, (pg)--polu,j (ap-gm-p) suggests that there had been a significant number of people coming to Damascus--peri (pg)--o` avnh,r (n-gm-s)--ou-toj(a-dgm-s)--o[soj (apran-p+) how much or how many--kako,j (ap-an-p) bad things--poie,w (viaa--3s)--o`  a[gioj (ap-dm-p)--su, (npg-2s)--evn (pd)--~Ieroso,luma (n-df-s)}

9:14 and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call upon Thy name. "  {kai, (cc) --w-de (ab) adv. of place, here--e;cw (vipa--3s)--evxousi,a (n-af-s) right, power to act, authority--para. ,(pg)--o` avrciereu,j (n-gm-p)--de,w (vnaa)--pa/j (a--am-p)--o` (damp+)  evpikale,w (vppmam-p)--to. o;noma (n-an-s)--su, (npg-2s)}

9:15 But the Lord said to him, "Go, for he is a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My name before the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel;  {de, (ch)--o` ku,rioj (n-nm-s)--ei=pon (viaa--3s)-- pro,j (pa)--auvto,j (npam3s)--poreu,omai (vmpn--2s)--o[ti (cs) causal--ou-toj (apdnm-s)--eivmi, (vipa--3s)--evklogh, (n-gf-s) 7X, one’s choice, what is picked or selected--skeu/oj (n-nn-s) a vessel or utensil, something for a particular purpose--evgw, (npd-1s)--o` (dgns)--basta,zw (vnaag) genitive of articular infinitive expresses purpose--to. o;noma (n-an-s)--evgw, (npg-1s)--evnw,pion (pg) in the presence of, before--te, (cc+) not translated--e;qnoj (n-gn-p)--kai, (cc)--basileu,j (n-gm-p)--te, (cc) --ui`o,j (n-gm-p)--VIsrah,l (n-gm-s)}

9:16 for I will show him how much he must suffer for My name's sake."  {ga,r (cs)--evgw, (npn-1s)--u`podei,knumi (vifa--1s) 6X, 5 by Luke, lit. to show under, to show secretly or in an intimate way--auvto,j (npdm3s)--o[soj (-apran-p) correlative pronoun, used of number and degree or intensity--dei/ (vipa--3s)--auvto,j (npam3s) acc. of gen. ref.--pa,scw (vnaa)--u`pe,r (pg) on behalf of, for the sake of--to, o;noma (n-gn-s)--evgw, (npg-1s) }
Exposition vs. 13-16

1. It is interesting to note that as important as Saul’s conversion is (it is given three separate treatments by Luke) there is more space devoted to Ananias than to the actual conversion.

2. Upon hearing that he was being sent to Saul of Tarsus, Ananias demonstrates some hesitation

3. It does not require a great deal of imagination to appreciate his vacillation between what has been revealed to him as the will of God and the obvious danger into which Ananias would be placing himself.

4. The name of Saul of Tarsus had become known far and wide among believers, with news coming from many sources about his destructive activities against the church.

5. There can be little doubt that many of those scattered by the initial persecution had come to Damascus in hopes of avoiding Saul.

6. While Ananias had no personal experience with Saul and the evils that he inflicted on other believers, he obviously had heard more than enough to be convinced that this was a dangerous man, someone to be avoided by believers.

7. In short, this man had such an evil reputation for cruelty toward believers that although Ananias had been directly instructed by the Lord he still lacked certainty.

8. This is recorded for several reasons:

a. To highlight the tremendous change that has occurred in Saul.

b. To demonstrate the reticence of believers to obey even that which comes from God Himself.

c. To illustrate that even the most astute believers do not always know who is saved and who is not.

d. To show that Ananias, for all his spiritual qualities, still possessed a nature that questioned God and avoided suffering.

9. While Saul had done nothing in Damascus at that time, he had done considerable harm to the saints in Jerusalem.

10. This is the first time the word saints is used of believers in the Acts narrative, but the word is a favorite of Paul’s in the epistles.

11. The term denotes those who have been set apart for God’s service and who have undergone a transformation that rendered them holy before God.

12. At the point of faith in Christ, all who believe become saints positionally, eternally set apart for God and His plan, imputed with the +R of Christ.  ICor. 1:2

13. This does not imply anything about the Ph2 actions of those who are saints.

14. Due to our exalted position in Christ, we are regularly exhorted to live a life that is consistent with God’s revealed will.  Rom. 16:2; Eph. 4:1; Phil. 1:27; Col. 1:10; IThess. 2:12; IIIJn. 6

15. It is obvious that Saul’s arrival was expected in Damascus and word had already reached the Christians there as to his purpose.

16. Ananias states that Saul had received authority from the chief priests, while Acts 9:1 informs us that he had approached the high priest.
17. The implication is that Saul had approached the high priest (Luke seems to recognize that Annas is in view-Acts 4:6) who involved the entire council in the plan.  Acts 22:5, 26:10

18. There can be little doubt about the animosity that the Sanhedrin would have had toward believers in light of the stoning of Stephen.

19. Ananias uses a second term to refer to believers, those who call upon your name.
20. The first term saints focuses on their position before God; the second term focuses on their practice.

21. To call on God is to exercise an active faith in prayer; whether in salvation (as here) on in Ph2 prayers.  Ps. 79:6, 80:18

22. While Ananias is understandably reticent to proceed, he must understand that he is not providing any information to the Lord that He does not possess.

23. We may provide many explanations, excuses, rationalizations, etc. as to why we do not want to comply with the revealed will of God; nevertheless, the reality is that His will does not change based on our objections.

24. Our objections merely point out our stubborn insistence that we think we know more about what is best for us than God does.

25. While the Lord allows Ananias to state his case, He does not retract the command to go to the house on Straight Street.

26. He does provide further information designed to calm the fears of Ananias.

27. He informs Ananias that Saul of Tarsus is a chosen vessel of His.
28. The term evklogh, (ekloge—as an action, a choosing out or selection, passively what is chosen or selected) focuses on the doctrine of election, an action by God that took place in eternity past.

29. Saul of Tarsus had been selected by God in eternity past for a particular purpose, that purpose being defined by the articular infinitive, to bear My name…
30. The basis of God’s choices in eternity past was His foreknowledge.  IPet. 1:1-2

31. God recognized that Saul of Tarsus, religious reversionist, persecutor of Christians, hater of Jesus Christ, was positive and wanted a relationship with God.

32. He chose him in Christ before the foundation of the world.  Eph. 1:5

33. He determined that Saul would be a vessel that would bear the treasure of the truth of doctrine before Gentiles, kings and the sons of Israel.
34. Paul recognized that we are merely insignificant vessels and the true worth of what we are is defined by the doctrine within.  IICor. 4:7

35. The foremost persecutor of Christianity will have a future that will make him the foremost proponent of Christianity.

36. His mission will primarily be directed toward those whom he would naturally despise due to his racial and religious arrogance, the Gentiles.  Eph. 3:6-12

37. His ministry would not be limited to the common people of the world; he would bring the cause of Christ before the most powerful leaders of his time, including the Roman Caesar.

38. Lastly, he would testify to the truth before his own countrymen, although that is not to be the main emphasis of his ministry.

39. The nuance of the word show in verse 16 deals with what one is shown beforehand and has the sense of warning.  Matt. 3:7; Lk. 12:5

40. Paul was to be the recipient of more revelation than any of the other apostles and, in some ways, his ministry transcended theirs in scope and magnitude.

41. He also suffered more than any man did in his very eventful life, and these sufferings were explained to him by the Lord before he encountered them.  IICor. 11:23ff

42. Paul’s sufferings, like ours, are not an optional part of God’s plan as seen in the use of the verb dei (dei-it is necessary).

43. The sufferings that would come to Paul would come on behalf the name of Jesus Christ.

44. The name is not merely a label that is attached to a person, it is that which expresses and defines the person; here it is equivalent to on behalf of Me.
45. Jesus had already warned the disciples that there would be suffering on account of their relationship with Him.  Matt. 10:22, 24:9; Jn. 15:21

46. While one might suffer unwillingly on account of Christ, to suffer on His behalf indicates a mind that is ready to do so.  Acts 5:41, 15:26, 21:13

9:17 And Ananias departed and entered the house, and after laying his hands on him said, "Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road by which you were coming, has sent me so that you may regain your sight, and be filled with the Holy Spirit."  {de, (ch)--~Anani,aj (n-nm-s)--avpe,rcomai (viaa--3s)--kai, (cc)--eivse,rcomai (viaa--3s)--eivj (pa)--h` oivki,a (n-af-s) the house--kai, (cc)--evpiti,qhmi (vpaanm-s)--h` cei,r (n-af-p)--evpi, (pa)--auvto,j (npam3s)-- ei=pon (viaa--3s)--avdelfo,j (n-vm-s)--Saou,l (n-vm-s)--o` ku,rioj (n-nm-s)--VIhsou/j (n-nm-s)--o` o`ra,w (vpapnm-s)--so,j (npd-2s)--evn (pd)--h` o`do,j (n-df-s)--o[j (aprdf-s) which road-- e;rcomai (viin--2s)--avposte,llw (vira--3s)--evgw, (npa-1s)--o[pwj (cs) with the subjunctive, indicates purpose--avnable,pw (vsaa--2s) to see again, to have sight restored--kai, (cc)--pi,mplhmi (vsap--2s) to be filled--pneu/ma (n-gn-s)--a[gioj(a--gn-s)
9:18 And immediately there fell from his eyes something like scales, and he regained his sight, and he arose and was baptized; {kai, (ch)--euvqe,wj (ab)--avpopi,ptw (viaa--3p) 1X, to fall off or fall from--auvto,j (npgm3s)--avpo, (pg)--o` ovfqalmo,j (n-gm-p)—

w`j (cs)--lepi,j (n-nf-p) 1X, lit of a fish scale, of the hull on a seed, here for a covering of some sort probably something formed when he was exposed to the brilliant light--te, (cc)--avnable,pw (viaa--3s)--kai, (cc)--avni,sthmi (vpaanm-s)--bapti,zw (viap--3s)}

9:19a. and he took food and was strengthened. {kai, (cc)--lamba,nw (vpaanm-s)--trofh, (n-af-s) nourishment, food-- evniscu,w (viaa--3s) 2X, only by Luke, Luke 22:43 there clearly of spiritual strengthening, and likewise here}
Exposition vs. 17-19a

1. Ananias, despite any misgivings he may have had, obediently makes his way to the house on Straight Street, just as he had been told.

2. He was probably comforted by the revelation that Saul too had been given a vision about his arrival.

3. He enters the house and wastes no time, laying his hands on Saul and speaking to him as a fellow believer.

4. It was during the three days of blindness that Saul, probably toward the end of those three days, made the salvation adjustment.

5. It is clear that Ananias had received information from the Lord that is not recorded in Acts since he tells Saul that it was the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road.
6. Paul himself gives a fuller account of certain portions of this event in Acts 22:12-16, while Luke does not record all the events here.

7. When we consider both accounts we can accurately determine the order of events.

a. Saul is struck blind by his encounter with Jesus Christ on the way to Damascus.  Acts 9:3ff

b. He is led into town by the men who were with him.  Acts 9:8

c. He is taken to the house of Judas on Straight Street.  Acts 9:11

d. He spends the next three days fasting and attempting to sort out what had happened and what it meant in terms of Saul himself and his future.  Acts 9:9

e. At some point, probably not too long before Ananias arrives, Saul has a vision of a man named Ananias coming to him, laying his hands on him and restoring his sight.  Acts 9:12

f. The Lord appears to Ananias in a vision and instructs him to go to Saul.  Acts 9:11

g. Despite his misgivings, he proceeds.  Acts 9:17

h. Upon his arrival at the house, Ananias tells Saul who had appeared to him on the road, who sent him, and why he was there.  Acts 9:17

i. He lays his hands on Saul and some substance, like a scale, falls from Saul’s eyes.  Acts 9:17-18

j. Saul looks up at Ananias, able to see for the first time in three days.  Acts 22:13

k. Ananias confirms Saul’s new divine commission.  Acts 22:14-15

l. Since Saul is now a believer Ananias exhorts him to comply with the ritual of baptism.  Acts 22:16

m. Saul obeys and is baptized immediately, likely by Ananias.  Acts 9:18

8. As with other people who came to believe in this transitional period, Saul does not receive the Holy Spirit at the moment he believes; he is filled with the Holy Spirit after his salvation.  Acts 8:12, 917, 19:2ff

9. It has been common to assume that ananias also conferred the Holy Spirit on Saul be the laying on of his hands, but this is not stated in the text.

10. While it is possible that Saul received the Holy Spirit at the laying on of Ananias’ hands, it would be the only case in the New Testament where someone received the Holy Spirit from a believer other than an apostle.

11. The fact that this power is not known to have been exercised by anyone other than an apostle, forms a strong presumption that it was not exercised by Ananias.

12. All the other apostles received the Holy Spirit apart from human agency.

13. What we can say for certain is the restoration of Saul’s sight and his reception of the Holy Spirit was, in some way, contingent upon Ananias.

14. It is possible that, following the pattern set forth by Peter on the day of Pentecost, Saul believed, was baptized and then received the Holy Spirit.

15. In all these cases, we conclude that these are unique situations, under unique circumstances, and are not to be viewed as the norm for the entire dispensation.

16. In fact, the only thing consistent in Acts regarding salvation, baptism, the reception of the Holy Spirit, etc. is that there is no consistency.

17. Following Saul’s baptism, he takes some nourishment and a return or bodily strength accompanied the influx of new spiritual power.

9:19b Now for several days he was with the disciples who were at Damascus,  {de, (cc)--h`me,ra (n-af-p)--ti.j (a-iaf-p) Luke uses this phrase 4X, for an indefinite period, but measured only in days, probably less than 2 weeks--gi,nomai (viad--3s)--meta, (pg)--o` maqhth,j (n-gm-p)--evn (pd)--Damasko,j (n-df-s)}
9:20 and immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, "He is the Son of God."  {kai, (cc)--euvqe,wj (ab)--khru,ssw (viia--3s)--o` VIhsou/j (n-am-s)--evn (pd)--h` sunagwgh, (n-df-p)-- o[ti (cc)--ou-toj (apdnm-s)--eivmi, (vipa--3s)--o` ui`o,j (n-nm-s)--o` qeo,j (n-gm-s)}

9:21 And all those hearing him continued to be amazed, and were saying, " Is this not he who in Jerusalem destroyed those who called on this name, and who had come here for the purpose of bringing them bound before the chief priests? "  {de, (ch)--pa/j (a--nm-p)--o` (dnmp+)-- avkou,w (vppanm-p)--evxi,sthmi (viim--3p) lit. to stand out of, to be beyond comprehension, to amaze or astonish someone--kai, (cc)--le,gw (viia--3p)--eivmi, (vipa--3s)--ou-toj (apdnm-s)--ouv (qt)--o` (dnms+)--eivj (pa) ~Ieroso,luma (n-af-s)--porqe,w (vpaanm-s) 3X, Gal. 1:13,23 to destroy or devastate something--o` (damp+)--evpikale,w (vppmam-p)--o;noma (n-an-s)--ou-toj (a-dan-s)--kai, (cc)--e;rcomai (vila--3s)--w-de (ab) here--eivj (pa)--ou-toj (apdan-s) this phrase is used 13X, and has the sense of "for this", or "for this purpose" the pupose is seen in the purpose clause that follows--i[na (cs)--a;gw (vsaa--3s)--auvto,j (npam3p)--de,w (vprpam-p)--evpi, (pa)--o` avrciereu,j (n-am-p)}

9:22 But Saul kept increasing in strength and confounding the Jews who lived at Damascus by proving that this Jesus is the Christ.  {de, (ch)--Sau/loj (n-nm-s)--ma/llon (abm) used of degree, more, to a greater degree--evndunamo,w (viip--3s) 7X, the other 6X by Paul, to be strong in, passively, to be strengthened--kai, (cc)—

sugce,w (viia--3s) 5X, only in Acts, the first time of the events on the day of Pentecost, to dismay, confuse--o` VIoudai/oj (ap-am-p)--o` (damp+) katoike,w (vppaam-p) --evn (pd)--Damasko,j (n-df-s)—

sumbiba,zw (vppanm-s) 7X, lit. to unite or bring together, of intellectual issues , to prove conclusively, to document--o[ti (cc)--ou-toj (apdnm-s)--eivmi, (vipa--3s)--o`   Cristo,j (n-nm-s)}
Exposition vs. 19b-22

1. Following his conversion to Christianity, Saul remained in Damascus with those who, like Ananias, were believers before him.

2. Surely, there were those who would not have associated with Saul after his conversion based on the fear he had previously inspired.

3. Still others would have accepted the fact that their mortal enemy had now embraced the cause of Christ and would have been quite exhilarated at this unexpected turn of events.

4. This stay was likely a time of some instruction being given to Saul by those who were in Christ before him and had some insight into the Old Testament and its relationship with Jesus Christ.

5. This period was brief, measured only in days, not weeks or months.

6. As soon as Saul was comfortable enough with his new faith, he immediately went to the synagogues where the Jews assembled to worship God and began to teach them that Jesus was the Son of God.

7. The teaching would have focused on the fact that Jesus of Nazareth was the unique person of the universe and His humanity was uniquely begotten by God.

8. No doubt, Saul would have made the connection between Jesus being the Son of God and the implications this had in terms of Old Testament prophecies about the coming messiah.

9. While it is not surprising that Saul focused on this fact, it is somewhat unusual in the theology of Acts, this being the only time the title is used.

10. The reality that Saul clearly understood and articulated very soon after his conversion was that the expected messiah, about whom there was quite a bit of theological confusion, was no less than God’s unique Son.

11. What Saul may have lacked in theology at this point is certainly made up by his complete conviction that Jesus of Nazareth was the Christ.

12. He articulated this truth on a daily basis before the Jews of Damascus.

13. The impact on those who heard was understandable given their knowledge of Saul and his recent activities.

14. His reputation had preceded him, both believers and unbelievers alike were very well aware of his hostile persecution of the Christian faith.

15. His zeal to eliminate any reference to Jesus and his dogged history of hatred toward those who identified themselves with that name made his new theology all the less understandable among the Jews.

16. So much so that they were in a constant state of astonishment, unable to reconcile his former manner of life with his current activities.

17. His audience was probably composed of unbelieving Jews as well as those who had accepted Jesus as their savior; neither certain of the implications of what was viewed as a bizarre turn of events.

18. Consistent with his personality, Saul wasted no time and gave himself fully to the cause that he embraced, just as he had done previously.

19. Ironically, he had come to the city of Damascus with letters of extradition addressed to the synagogues in order to imprison anyone who believed in Jesus Christ.  Acts 9:2

20. Instead of presenting his letters, commissioned as he had been by the leadership of Israel, he presents a very different message, one commissioned by a far greater authority.

21. Here is a man, whose arrival was expected, but instead of arresting Christians he was confounding the Jews by his powerful demonstrations that the Christians’ claim was true: Jesus is the Christ.

22. Due to his positive volition, commitment to the revolutionary idea, his diligence and tenacity, Saul makes astonishing growth in a matter of only a few days.

23. He was extremely well versed in the Old Testament and with the understanding that the prophecies regarding messiah had been fulfilled in Jesus Christ, Saul’s spiritual perception under the Holy Spirit continued to blossom.

24. With the filling of the Holy Spirit, Saul was empowered to such a degree that he was confounding the Jews who lived at Damascus. 

25. At this point in the narrative, following verse 22, Luke moves ahead to a period of time that is three years in the future.

26. Saul was converted in the summer of 35 AD while on the road to Damascus and spent a short time in that city before his departure.

27. He left Damascus and journeyed to Arabia for a period of three years.  Gal. 1:17-18

28. It was during this period of preparation that Saul studied the Scriptures and received extraordinary insight into the Word of God.

29. Further, he was blessed with many of the mystery doctrines for the new dispensation, giving him an understanding of the plan of God that eclipsed those who had been apostles before him.

30. He returned to Damascus and engaged in a brief ministry before he left that city due to a murder plot.  Acts 9:23-25; Gal. 1:17; IICor. 11:32-33

31. He then made his first trip to Jerusalem where he met Peter and James and spent a short time in that city.  Acts 9:26-29; Gal. 1:18-19

32. Some have questioned Saul’s truthfulness about the vision that he claimed to have witnessed but there are only two choices, he is telling the truth or he is lying.

33. All the motives that cause men to fabricate something are entirely lacking in this case.

34. He had nothing to gain in terms of reputation, wealth, power, friendship, not to mention his own personal safety, by renouncing his former religious position and taking up a cause that was looked upon with such disfavor by his own people.

35. The only logical conclusion is that Saul of Tarsus stands as another very powerful witness in human history to the unique person of Jesus Christ.

36. Like his contemporaries, many attempt to gloss over the unbelievable change in the life of this man and his subsequent career because this confounds them.
9:23 And when many days had elapsed, the Jews plotted together to do away with him,  {de. ,(cc)--w`j (cs)--h`me,ra (n-nf-p)--i`kano,j (a--nf-p) used of number or quantity, large, of time, a considerable or long time--plhro,w (viip--3p)--o` VIoudai/oj (ap-nm-p)--sumbouleu,w (viam--3p) to advise or counsel together, to plan or plot against--avnaire,w (vnaa)--auvto,j (npam3s)}

9:24 but their plot became known to Saul. And they were also watching the gates day and night so that they might put him to death;  

{de, (ch)--h`  evpiboulh, (n-nf-s) 4X, only in Acts, a plot or conspiracy--auvto,j (npgm3p)--ginw,skw (viap--3s)--o` Sau/loj (n-dm-s)--de, (ch)--kai, (ab) adjunctive--   parathre,w (viim--3p) 6X, to keep something under close observation--h` pu,lh (n-af-p)--te, (cc+)--h`me,ra (n-gf-s)--kai, (cc)--nu,x (n-gf-s)--o[pwj (cs) so that, purpose clause--avnaire,w (vsaa--3p)--auvto,j (npam3s)}

9:25 but his disciples took him by night, and let him down through an opening in the wall, lowering him in a large basket.  {de, (ch)--o`. maqhth,j (n-nm-p)--auvto,j (npgm3s)--lamba,nw (vpaanm-p)--nu,x (n-gf-s) gentive of time, at or by night--kaqi,hmi (viaa--3p) 4X, to let down or lower--auvto,j (npam3s)--dia, (pg)--to tei/coj (n-gn-s) 9X, a wall--cala,w (vpaanm-p) 7X, to let something down or lower it gradually--evn (pd)--spuri,j (n-df-s) 5X, a large basket or hamper, commonly used by the Jews for carrying food or provisions}
Exposition vs. 23-25

1. Chronologically, this event occurs following Saul’s return from his three years in Arabia.  Gal. 1:16-18

2. This accounts for the many days, the extended or considerable period of time that has elapsed since Saul’s conversion and brief ministry in Damascus for several days.  Acts 9:19-22

3. Once he returned to Damascus from Arabia, his ministry again aroused ire of the Jewish population who lived there.

4. According to IICor. 11:32-33 the ethnarch appointed by the Arabian king Aretas had some interest in pursuing the death of Saul as well.

5. This was fortunate for the Jews, who did not have the authority to act in such a way in a foreign city and needed the cooperation of the authorities.

6. Aretas IV is the man in view and the following isagogics help explain the situation that existed at that time.

a. He ruled over Arabia Nabatea, the territory east of Damascus, whose capital was Petra.

b. His original name was Aeneas, which he changed to Aretas due to Hellenistic influence.

c. He ingratiates himself with the Roman Caesar Augustus who confirms his government.

d. He reigned from 9 BC-40 AD.

7. The problem that arises is Paul’s statement in IICor. 11:32 that Aretas had control over Damascus and had appointed an ethnarch.

8. Josephus indicates that some kings allowed the Jews an ethnarch, a Jews who governs that region, executes justice, enforces the laws, etc. as is he were the ruler of a free republic.

9. Therefore, the ethnarch that Paul mentions could well have been a Jew appointed by Aretas over Damascus.

10. This situation arose because:

a. Aretas’ daughter was the first wife of Herod Antipas (according to Josephus).

b. He repudiated her for Herodias, the wife of his brother Philip.  Matt. 14:3

c. This resulted in a war between Aretas and Antipas in 32 AD.

d. Aretas destroyed Herod’s army.

e. Herod appealed to Tiberius, who sent Vitellius, then governor of Syria, to march against Aretas.

f. While he was en route to Petra, news of Tiberius’ death reached Vitellius in March, 37 AD.

g. He called off the campaign and returned to Syria, recognizing that he had no sanction if he proceeded.

h. Caligula, who disliked Herod banished him in 37 AD, appointed Herod Agrippa over Galilee.

i. He appears to have appointed Herod’s other rival, Aretas, as ruler over Damascus.

j. Therefore, Damascus was very likely under his control from the summer of 37-39 AD.

11. This event followed the three year absence of Saul and would place us in 38 AD.

12. With a Jewish governor in Damascus, the plot of the Jews to kill Saul would have had governmental sanction.

13. We are not told how or why Saul became aware of the murder plot, only that he did.

14. These men were quite committed to their conspiracy and had spies watching the gates night and day, to make certain that Saul did not escape the city.

15. Although Saul was a Roman citizen, this afforded him no security at this point since Caligula appears to have confirmed Aretas in that region and the Jews did not regard Roman citizenship to carry any weight.

16. Therefore, although Saul is a Roman citizen, residing in a city under Roman rule, the situation was one in which the authorities could act without fear.

17. We are informed that Saul had some men who had attached themselves to him, indicating that his ministry was being attended with some success.

18. That would certainly account for the animosity of the Jews since Saul obviously was not attempting to hide his new beliefs but was, instead, publicly promulgating them.

19. The question does arise as to the nature of the three years in Arabia and how Saul spent that time.

a. It had generally been supposed that Saul’s stay there was of the nature of a religious retreat.

b. He sought the solitude of the desert area in order to consider the implications of his new faith and to determine how he was to fulfill the plan of God for his life.

c. It does seem clear that during this time God provided Saul with revelations concerning his place in God’s plan and various doctrines that were unique to the Church age.

20. He may have engaged in some public ministry and stirred up opposition in that region as well, annoying Aretas.

21. In IICor. 11:33 we are told that Saul escaped this plot by being lowered out of the city through a window in the city wall.

22. Windows in the wall that opened into a house are still evident in modern history, so this is nothing unusual.

23. He escaped the peril by being lowered down in a reed basket.

24. God has many ways of providing deliverance from any situation that the adjusting believer may encounter.

25. He can miraculously intervene, as He did in Acts 5:19ff; He may employ the ingenuity and common sense of others to provide protection, as He did here; or He may chose to not deliver you at all, as in the case of Stephen.

26. The believer has to use all the good common sense and doctrine that he has and rely on the grace of God and faith-rest any peril in which he might find himself.

27. You cannot adopt the attitude that it is all your responsibility to take care of yourself, or that it is God’s exclusive responsibility.

28. This plan was well thought out, took into account the danger of the moment, avoided the guarded gates and was executed under the cover of darkness.

29. Saul certainly viewed this as a shameful moment that he did not quickly forget since he records it as being a part of his sufferings and weaknesses in IICor. 11:23ff.  c. 57 AD

9:26 And when he had come to Jerusalem, he was trying to associate with the disciples; and they were all afraid of him, not believing that he was a disciple.  {de, (cc)--paragi,nomai (vpadnm-s) to become alongside, to arrive or be present--eivj (pa)--~Ieroso,luma (n-af-s)--peira,zw (viia--3s) to make an attempt, followed by infinitive of what is attempted--kolla,w (vnpp) to joing closely, to unite-- o` maqhth,j (n-dm-p)--kai, (ch)--pa/j (ap-nm-p)--fobe,omai (viin--3p)--auvto,j (npam3s)--mh, (qn)--pisteu,w (vppanm-p)--o[ti (cc)--eivmi, (vipa--3s)--maqhth,j (n-nm-s)}

9:27 But Barnabas took hold of him and brought him to the apostles and described to them how he had seen the Lord on the road, and that He had talked to him, and how at Damascus he had spoken out boldly in the name of Jesus.  {de, (ch)--Barnaba/j (n-nm-s)--evpilamba,nomai (vpadnm-s) to hold on, to to grasp or seize--auvto,j (npam3s)--a;gw (viaa--3s)--pro,j (pa)--o` avpo,stoloj (n-am-p)--kai, (cc)--dihge,omai (viad--3s) 8X, to relate in detail, to fully explain--auvto,j (npdm3p)--pw/j (abt) how, in what way--ei=don (viaa--3s)--o` ku,rioj (n-am-s)--evn (pd)--h` o`do,j (n-df-s)--kai, (cc)--o[ti (cc) indir. discourse from  dihge,omai--lale,w (viaa--3s)--auvto,j (npdm3s)--kai, (cc)--pw/j (abt)--evn (pd)-- Damasko,j (n-df-s)--parrhsia,zomai (viad--3s) 9X, to speak out boldly or openly--evn (pd)--to o;noma (n-dn-s)--o` VIhsou/j (n-gm-s)}

9:28 And he was with them moving about freely in Jerusalem, speaking out boldly in the name of the Lord.  {kai, (ch)--eivmi, (viia--3s+)--meta, (pg)--auvto,j (npgm3p)--eivsporeu,omai (+vppnnm-s) lit. to proceed into--kai, (cc)--evkporeu,omai (+vppnnm-s) lit. to proceed out of, these two verbs are translated moving about freely

eivj (pa)--~Ieroso,luma (n-af-s)--parrhsia,zomai (+vppnnm-s) circumstantial part.--evn (pd)--to o;noma (n-dn-s)--o` ku,rioj(n-gm-s)}

9:29 And he was talking and arguing with the Hellenistic Jews; but they were attempting to put him to death.  {te, (cc)--lale,w (viia--3s)--kai, (cc)--suzhte,w (viia--3s) 10X, used in Acts 6:9, to inquire or seek together, in a negative sense to dispute, or argue--pro,j (pa)--o` ~Ellhnisth,j(n-am-p)—

de, (ch)--o` (dnmp+)  evpiceire,w (viia--3p) 3X, to undertake, try or attempt--avnaire,w (vnaa) lit. to lift up, to remove, here to put to death, murder--auvto,j (npam3s)}
9:30 But when the brethren learned of it, they brought him down to Caesarea and sent him away to Tarsus.  {de, (ch)--o`. avdelfo,j (n-nm-p)--evpiginw,skw (vpaanm-p) to recognize, become aware of--kata,gw (viaa--3p) 8X, 7X by Luke, to lead or bring down--auvto,j (npam3s)--eivj (pa)--Kaisa,reia (n-af-s)--kai, (cc)--evxaposte,llw (viaa--3p) lit. to send out from or away from-- auvto,j (npam3s)--eivj (pa)--Tarso,j (n-af-s)}
Exposition vs. 26-30

1. Saul left Damascus and departed for Jerusalem due to the murder plot instigated by the Jews in Damascus.  IICor. 11:32-33

2. He notes in Galatians 1:18 that he did not arrive in Jerusalem for the first time until some three years after his conversion to Christ.  

3. Chronologically, this places Saul in Jerusalem in the summer of 38 AD.

4. Upon his arrival, which was likely unexpected by anyone, Saul attempted to join himself to the believers who resided in that city.

5. Some commentators are puzzled by the chilly reception Saul received; figuring that sufficient time had elapsed to confirm the reality of his conversion to them.

6. Bear in mind that Saul had spent the better part of three years in Arabia, returned to Damascus and had never visited Jerusalem since his conversion.

7. At best, all they would have would be rumors and such about the alleged conversion of the chief persecutor of believers.

8. It is clear that they viewed him as an agent provocateur and were fully committed to avoiding any contact with him, not believing that he was a disciple.  One who is enlisted to infiltrate an organization, and by pretended sympathy with their aims or goals, to lead them to commit illegal or harmful acts so they may be apprehended or punished.
9. Saul himself was in a difficult position since it is very likely that all his former associates were aware of his defection and believers had not forgotten his campaign of persecution.

10. Some have wondered where Saul would have stayed under such circumstances; but it appears he had a sister who lived in Jerusalem and she would have been a logical choice.  Acts 23:16

11. Some believers may have wondered why Saul had not come to Jerusalem and associated with the apostles if he had indeed converted to the faith.

12. Most of them had never seen Saul face-to-face and had heard only of his persecutions, then of his conversion, and preaching in Damascus.

13. This type of verbal information is suspect, easily distorted and exaggerated, leading most thinking people to dismiss it.

14. Beyond that, history has shown that minority groups that are being persecuted tend to become defensive and suspicious of any news that sounds too good to be true.

15. Saul’s own attempts to incorporate himself into the church at Jerusalem met with miserable failure.

16. However, God in his sovereign grace, provided a believer who was willing to listen to Saul and who became convinced of his veracity.

17. This is our second encounter with Barnabas (a.k.a. Joseph), a Levite who was born in Cyprus.  Acts 4:36

18. We know from the previous account that he was a believer who made significant applications of doctrine and who was respected by the leadership of the church, as evidenced by the nickname they applied to him.

19. Barnabas seems prepared to welcome a person that the rest of the church was slow to forgive for his previous attacks on them, and one who was still rightly regarded with some uncertainty.

20. Since Saul’s reputation lingered and resentments ran deep, incorporating him into the fellowship was no doubt the last thing on many minds.

21. We are not told what prompted Barnabas to take hold of him; perhaps it was some insight or some knowledge God provided, or perhaps he was the only one who took the time to listen and talk to Saul.

22. In any case, when Saul was rejected by the body of believers, Barnabas stepped in and acted as a son of encouragement at a time when Saul was in need.

23. One should not overlook the initiative and risk that Barnabas took upon himself, identifying himself with a new and unpopular believer.

24. If he was wrong in his perceptions about Saul, it was likely to mean the imprisonment, or even death, of Barnabas and many others in the church.

25. This application is one that points out that believers must be cautious in regard to new converts to the faith; however, they cannot be so cautious that the new believer is disregarded or dismissed entirely.

26. It is a risky business to place one’s reputation on the line in order to identify with new, raw believers who lack doctrine and are sometimes quite offensive.

27. The reality is that this is the position in which every believer begins; if someone did not take the time and energy to deal with you when you lacked Bible doctrine, where would you be today.

28. What we see here of Barnabas is consistent with what we see of him in other parts of the Word of God, he was willing to offer a second chance to those who had failed.

29. This seems to be the nature of the spiritual gift of mercy; the willingness to hang in there with those who have failed, and perhaps failed in a major way, and be an encouragement to them and help them through their difficult times.  Rom. 12:8

30. All believers are to recognize the grace of God that has come to them in spite of the depth of their need and demonstrate that same merciful, gracious spirit toward others.  Matt. 5:7, 18:33, 23:23; Jas. 2:13, 3:17

31. However, there must be a balance between the concepts of righteousness and mercy, the believer should strive to emulate God, who blends both concepts into a harmonious union.  Ps. 85:10, 89:14

32. Barnabas physically led Saul to the apostles, the plural here being used generally to refer only to Peter and James, who Saul evidently viewed as an apostle in some sense.  Gal. 1:18

33. Upon meeting with Peter alone (or so it appears) Barnabas related in detail the events that Saul had related to him regarding the incident on the road to Damascus, the conversation with the Lord and the subsequent ministry of Saul.

34. Some has suggested that it was Saul, not Barnabas, who related these stories to Peter; neither suggestion altering the fundamental meaning that Peter came to understand what had occurred.

35. Verse 28 indicates that with all the opposition that existed toward Saul he had no problems moving freely about Jerusalem.

36. During this 15-day period, he engaged in a ministry similar to that of Stephen, devoting the bulk of his time to reasoning with the Hellenists concerning Jesus Christ.

37. As in the case of Stephen, it did not take long for opposition to arise and again a murder plot was formed against Saul, just as it had in Damascus.

38. God revealed to Saul that it was not His will for him to remain in Jerusalem since his message was going to be rejected by the Jews.  Acts 22:17-18

39. Saul debates that point with the Lord, informing Him that his history as a staunch supporter of Judaism and persecutor of the Church made him eminently qualified to reach these people.  Acts 22:19-20

40. God is not dissuaded; He overruled Saul and told him to leave immediately.

41. As believers came to accept that Saul was now one of them, and as they became aware of the murder plot against him, they determined that he was too valuable to God’s plan to remain in Jerusalem and risk death.

42. They immediately get him out of the city and send him to Caesarea, the city in which Philip was apparently residing.  Acts 8:40

43. From this seaport on the Mediterranean, they place Saul on a ship and send him back to Tarsus, the major city of Cilicia.

44. This account squares perfectly with Saul’s own account of this period that is recorded in Galatians 1:18-24

45. The problem that some interpreters have is the statement that I was unknown by sight to the churches in Judea.
46. This is not difficult to explain since Saul only spent some 15 days in Judea and did not appear to spend any time with any believers other than Barnabas, Peter, James and perhaps a few others.

47. He spent his time attempting to convert those, who like him, were Hellenists and assembled in the synagogues.

48. The next mention of Saul occurs in Acts 11:25ff and places us in the spring of 43 AD, indicating that Saul spent some five years working in his native land.

9:31 So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria enjoyed peace, being built up; and, going on in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it continued to increase.  {me,n (qs) not translated--ou=n (ch)--h` evkklhsi,a (n-nf-s)--kata, (pg)--o[loj (a--gf-s)--h` VIoudai,a (n-gf-s)--kai, Ga;lalai,a (n-gf-s)--kai, (cc)--Sama,reia (n-gf-s)--e;cw (viia--3s)--eivrh,nh (n-af-s)--oivkodome,w (vpppnf-s) lit. of the construction of a building..used of the building up of the church in doctrine--kai, (cc)--poreu,omai (vppnnf-s)--o` fo,boj (n-dm-s)--o` ku,rioj (n-gm-s) only here and IICor. 5:11 is this phrase used in the New Testament--kai, (cc)--h` para,klhsij (n-df-s)--to a[gioj pneu/ma (n-gn-s)--plhqu,nw (viip--3s) to cause to increase or multiply, points to numerical increase}
Exposition vs. 31

1. This verse constitutes another of the summary verses Luke provides during the course of Acts.  Acts 2:43-37, 4:32-34, 5:12-16

2. He has brought us to the point where the church that began at Jerusalem has spread to Judea, Galilee and Samaria.

3. This is the last summary verse before the church actually begins its mission to the Gentiles.

4. Luke employs the singular church where Paul tends to use the plural churches of Judea.  Gal. 1:22

5. Luke views the church as a unified organism that began at Jerusalem and spread to the other parts of Palestine.

6. The term church may be used in a number of ways, each having its own particular nuance.

a. The local church—a group of believers in a particular geographic region who assemble for teaching and ministry.  Rom 16:5

b. All believers of any city, whether they assemble in one place are called a church.  Acts 8:1

c. The whole body of believers that live in the world at any time is referred to as the visible church.  ICor. 15:9; Col. 1:24

d. The body of professing believers (saved or not) is viewed as the church.  Matt. 13:24ff, 13:47-50

e. The universal, invisible church is comprised of all that have believed, living or dead, or who will believe during the dispensation known as the church age.  Eph. 1:22; Heb. 12:23

7. We observe the fulfillment of what Jesus told that woman in Samaria that the time was coming when neither in this mountain nor in Jerusalem, shall you worship the Father.  Jn. 4:21

8. It is clear that the persecution that began with the stoning of Stephen, and was headed up by Saul, died out due to a lack of leadership.

9. The church had survived the initial wave of persecution and remained faithful to the Lord and had expanded in spite of opposition.

10. God blessed the believers of Palestine with external peace, the absence of conflict or persecution from outside sources.

11. During this time believers were edified or built up in their faith, the apostles and others being free to teach without fear.

12. The term literally refers to the building of a house, or some structure, and all the processes involved in completing the finished product.

13. The gospel is viewed as the foundation of the Christian experience.  ICor. 3:11

14. The various doctrines of the Church age are the building blocks that are designed by God to ultimately finish the structure called the church.

15. During this period of peace, the believers in Palestine were the recipients of the new wine provided by those teachers the Lord had appointed.  Matt. 9:17

16. This period was also characterized by the fear of the Lord.
17. The fear of the Lord is precisely that, a recognition that God is righteous and our situation (being in possession of an OSN and committing personal sins) places us in a position where His omnipotence is capable of doing us great harm.

18.   The fear of the Lord:

a. Is based on God’s overwhelming +R.  IIChron. 19:7; Prov. 8:13

b. Is the basis for justice among men.  IIChron. 19:8-10

c. May be learned by those who do not have it.  Ps. 34:11; Prov. 1:29

d. Is the beginning of wisdom and understanding.  Job 28:28; Ps. 111:10; Prov. 1:7, 9:10, 15:33

e. Was exemplified by Jesus Christ.  Isa. 11:2,3

f. Requires positive volition, diligence to understand.  Prov. 2:5

g. Is the basis for true, spiritual life.  Prov. 14:27

h. Is the basis for temporal blessings in time.

1.) Long life.  Prov. 10:27

2.) Boldness/confidence.  Prov. 14:26

3.) Blessing for your children.  Prov. 14:26

4.) Inner peace.  Prov. 19:23

5.) Temporal prosperity.  Prov. 22:4

i. Is the basis for separation from evil/negative volition.  Prov. 8:13, 16:6, 23:17

j. Is superior to life in the cosmos with great prosperity.  Prov. 15:16

k. Is the basis for our Ph1 and Ph2 appeals to faith.  IICor. 5:11

19. The church at that time was not only characterized by the fear of the Lord; they also advanced in the comfort of the Holy Spirit.
20. God the Holy Spirit indwells each believer and the positive believer who is filled with the Holy Spirit receives encouragement/comfort on the glory road as he advances.

21. The Holy Spirit uses the doctrines that we have learned as well as the circumstances of our life to provide an inner dynamic to continue ahead in the Christian way of life.

22. The true comfort given to the positive believer produces inner happiness and hope, both of which are necessary so we can continue to fight the good fight.  Rom. 15:4; Heb. 6:18

23. With all these external and internal blessings, it is no surprise that the church continued to increase, a reference to the fact that it was experiencing quantitative growth as well as qualitative growth.

9:32 Now it came about that as Peter was traveling through all those parts, he came down also to the saints who lived at Lydda.  {de, (cc)--gi,nomai (viad--3s)--Pe,troj (n-am-s)--die,rcomai (vppnam-s) to pass through, to travel through, temporal part.--dia, (pg)--pa/j (ap-gn-p)--kate,rcomai (vnaa) inf. denotes purpose--kai, (ab) adjunctive--pro,j (pa)--o` a[gioj (ap-am-p)--o` (damp) + katoike,w (vppaam-p) to be a permanent resident, to live--Lu,dda (n-af-s) SE of Joppa}

9:33 And there he found a certain man named Aeneas, who had been bedridden eight years, for he was paralyzed.  {de, (cc)--evkei/ (ab)--eu`ri,skw (viaa--3s)--a;nqrwpoj (n-am-s)--ti.j (a-iam-s)-- o;noma (n-dn-s)--Aivne,aj (n-am-s) 2X--evk (pg) not translated--kata,keimai (vppnam-s)--evpi, (pg)--kra,battoj (n-gm-s)--e;toj (n-gn-p)--ovktw, (a-cgn-p)--o[j (aprnm-s)--eivmi, (viia--3s+)-- paralu,w (+vprpnm-s) periphrastic, who was having been paralyzed and still was paralyzed}

9:34 And Peter said to him, "Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals you; arise, and make your bed" And immediately he arose.  {kai, (cc)--o` Pe,troj(n-nm-s)--ei=pon (viaa--3s)--auvto,j (npdm3s)--Aivne,aj (n-vm-s)--VIhsou/j Cristo,j (n-nm-s)--iva,omai (vipn--3s) to restore, make new or heal--su, (npa-2s)--avni,sthmi (vmaa--2s)--kai, (cc)--strwnnu,w (vmaa--2s) lit. to spread, to furnish a room, to spread or make a bed--seautou/ (npdm2s)--kai (ch)--euvqe,wj (ab)--avni,sthmi (viaa--3s)}
9:35 And all who lived at Lydda and Sharon saw him, and they turned to the Lord.  {kai, (ch)--pa/j (a--nm-p)--o` (dnmp+)--katoike,w (vppanm-p)--Lu,dda (n-af-s)--kai, (cc)--o` Sarw,n (n-am-s) the region along the Medit. coast from Caesarea to Joppa--ei=don (viaa--3p)--auvto,j (npam3s)--o[stij (aprnm-p)--evpistre,fw (viaa--3p)--evpi, (pa)--o` ku,rioj (n-am-s ) this prepositional phrase is used 5X, all in Acts and always indicates salvation 9:42, 11:17,21, 16:31}
Exposition vs. 32-35

1. The narrative now shifts from Saul back to Peter, who will occupy the most prominent place until chapter 13, when the emphasis will shift back to Saul for the rest of the book of Acts.

2. Luke’s rationale for the inclusion of the miracles at Lydda and Joppa has often been debated, but it is evident that Peter engaged in an itinerant ministry in the regions west of Jerusalem, with notable events in Lydda, Joppa and Caesarea.

3. Along with the Samaritan conversions in Acts 8 this demonstrates a widening of the scope of the apostles, no longer confining themselves to Jerusalem only.

4. Lydda was located some 25 miles northwest of Jerusalem, at the intersection of the highways from Egypt to Syria and from Joppa to Jerusalem.

5. While the city has a varied history, it is only mentioned in the New Testament at this point.

6. We are informed that there were believers living in Lydda, but how they became believers or how large a group existed is uncertain.

7. It is very possible that they were some of the people who were scattered in connection with the persecution that arose because of Stephen.  Acts 11:19

8. In this city, Peter encounters a paralytic named Aeneas who had been confined to his bed for a period of eight years, a fact noted by the physician.

9. While it is not stated, it would appear that this man was a Hellenistic Jew who was already a believer.

10. If not, the inclusion of Gentiles in Acts 10, of which so much is made, would be somewhat anticlimactic.

11. Peter simply approaches him and informs him that at this moment Jesus Christ is healing you.
12. Peter commands him to arise and roll up or put away the bed in which he was lying.

13. According to the word Peter spoke, he got up and began to move about.

14. News of this miraculous cure began to spread rapidly among believers who lived along the coastal Plain of Sharon.

15. Many who heard and knew this man obviously came to validate the reality of the miracle for themselves.

16. They informed others about what had happened and the result was that many came to faith in Christ.

17. Miracles do not alter volition, as demonstrated by such cases as Pharaoh of the Exodus and Judas Iscariot.

18. Nevertheless, for those who are positive they are a graphic demonstration of the power of God; and that power came through the name of Jesus Christ.

9:36 Now in Joppa there was a certain disciple named Tabitha (which translated in Greek is called Dorcas); this woman was abounding with deeds of kindness and charity, which she continually did.  {de, (cc)--evn (pd)--VIo,pph (n-df-s)--eivmi, (viia--3s)--ti.j (a-inf-s)--maqh,tria (n-nf-s) 1X, fem. of maqhth,j a female believer--o;noma (n-dn-s)--Tabiqa, (n-nf-s) 2X, a female name interpreted as Dorcas, a gazelle--o[j (aprnf-s)--diermhneu,w (vpppnf-s) 6X, to translate--le,gw (vipp--3s)-- Dorka,j (n-nf-s) 2X--ou-toj (apdnf-s)--eivmi, (viia--3s)--plh,rhj (a--nf-s) full of--e;rgon (n-gn-p)-- avgaqo,j (a--gn-p)--kai, (cc)--evlehmosu,nh (n-gf-p) 13X, acts of sympathy, mercy or charity, used of giving alms to the poor--o[j (aprgf-p)--poie,w (viia--3s) imperf. was regularly doing}

9:37 And it came about at that time that she fell sick and died; and when they had washed her body, they laid it in an upper room.  {de, (cc)--gi,nomai (viad--3s)--evn (pd)--h` h`me,ra (n-df-p)--evkei/noj (a-ddf-p) lit. in those days--avsqene,w (vpaaaf-s) to be weak, to lose power, to have a disease --auvto,j (npaf3s) acc. of gen. ref. subject of infinitive--avpoqnh,|skw (vnaa)--de, (ch)--lou,w (vpaanm-p)--ti,qhmi (viaa--3p)--evn (pd)--u`perw/|on (n-dn-s) 4X, all in Acts 1:13, 9:37,39, 20:8 an upper room or upper story in a house}

9:38 And since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, having heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him, entreating him, "Do not delay to come to us."  {de, (cc)--Lu,dda (n-gf-s)--eivmi, (vppagf-s) causal part. since Lydda is near--evggu,j (pd)--h` VIo,pph (n-df-s)--o`. maqhth,j (n-nm-p)--avkou,w (vpaanm-p)--o[ti (ch) indir. disc.--Pe,troj (n-nm-s)--eivmi, (vipa--3s)--evn (pd)--auvto,j (npdf3s) in her, ie in Lydda--avposte,llw (viaa--3p)--du,o (a-cam-p)--avnh,r (n-am-p)--pro,j (pa)--auvto,j (npam3s)--parakale,w (vppanm-p) exhorting or encouraging--mh, (qn)--ovkne,w (vsaa--2s^vmaa--2s) 1X, to delay, hesitate or be slow about something, followed by infin.--die,rcomai (vnaa) to travel through--e[wj (pg)--evgw, (npg-1p)}

9:39 And Peter arose and went with them. And when he had come, they brought him into the upper room;   {de, (ch)--Pe,troj (n-nm-s)--avni,sthmi (vpaanm-s)--sune,rcomai (viaa--3s)--auvto,j (npdm3p) --o[j (apram-s) whom=Peter--paragi,nomai (vpadam-s) having arrived--avna,gw (viaa--3p) to lead or take up--eivj (pa)--to. u`perw/|on (n-an-s) the upper story or room}  and all the widows stood beside him weeping, and showing all the tunics and garments that Dorcas used to make while she was with them.  {kai, (cc)--pa/j (a--nf-p)--o` ch/roj (ap-nf-p) widows--pari,sthmi (viaa--3p)--auvto,j (npdm3s)--klai,w (vppanf-p)  to weep, overt display of mourning--kai, (cc)--evpidei,knumi (vppmnf-p) 7X, to show or exhibit--citw,n (n-am-p) the undergarment worn next to the skin by both men and women--kai, (cc)--i`ma,tion (n-an-p) usually the outer garment, both words of used in a general sense in other places, but are here obviously to be distinguished--o[soj (apran-p) as many as--h` Dorka,j (n-nf-s)--poie,w (viia--3s)--eivmi, (vppanf-s) temporal part. while being--meta, (pg)--auvto,j (npgf3p)}

9:40 But Peter sent them all out and knelt down and prayed, and turning to the body, he said, "Tabitha, arise." And she opened her eyes, and when she saw Peter, she sat up.  {de, (cc)--o` Pe,troj (n-nm-s)--evkba,llw (vpaanm-s) to cast out or expel, probably nothing more here than a request for privacy--pa/j (ap-am-p)--e;xw (ab)--kai, (cc)--ti,qhmi (vpaanm-s)--to. go,nu (n-an-p) 7X this phrase is used, to kneel down--proseu,comai (viad--3s)--kai, (cc)--evpistre,fw (vpaanm-s) having turned around--pro,j (pa)--to. sw/ma (n-an-s)--ei=pon (viaa--3s)--Tabiqa, (n-vf-s)--avni,sthmi (vmaa--2s) stand again, arise--de, (ch)--h` d.a.=she--avnoi,gw (viaa--3s)--o` ovfqalmo,j (n-am-p)--auvto,j (npgf3s)--kai, (cc)--ei=don (vpaanf-s)-o` Pe,troj (n-am-s)--avnakaqi,zw (viaa--3s) 2X, Luke 7:15, to sit upright from reclining position}

9:41 And he gave her his hand and raised her up; and calling the saints and widows, he presented her alive.  {de, (cc)--di,dwmi (vpaanm-s)--auvto,j (npdf3s)--cei,r (n-af-s)--avni,sthmi (viaa--3s)-- auvto,j (npaf3s)--de, (cc)--fwne,w (vpaanm-s) having called--o` a[gioj (ap-am-p)--kai, (cc)--h` ch/roj (ap-af-p) the widows appear to be distinguished from those who are believers--pari,sthmi (viaa--3s) to provide or present someone or something--auvto,j (npaf3s)--za,w (vppaaf-s) living}

9:42 And it became known all over Joppa, and many believed in the Lord.  {de, (ch)--gi,nomai (viad--3s)--gnwsto,j (a--nn-s) 15X, 1X by Paul the rest by Luke, something clearly recognized, that which is known, of people, an acquaintance or friend--kata, (pg)--o[loj (a--gf-s) a phrase used 5X, ony by Luke, according to the whole, all of--h` VIo,pph (n-gf-s)--kai, (ch)--polu,j (ap-nm-p)--pisteu,w (viaa--3p)--evpi, (pa)--o` ku,rioj (n-am-s) 5X, indicates Ph1 salvation}
9:43 And it came about that he stayed many days in Joppa with a certain tanner, Simon.  {de, (cs)--gi,nomai (viad--3s)--me,nw (vnaa)--h`me,ra (n-af-p)--i`kano,j (a--af-p) this phrase is used only 4X, all by Luke, Acts 9:23,43, 18:18, 27:7  a period of days, 4-6 weeks would qualify. only Luke uses this adj. with nouns of time.  Lk 8:27, 20:9, 23:8; Acts 8:11--evn (pd)--VIo,pph (n-df-s)--para, (pd)--ti.j (a-idm-s)--Si,mwn (n-dm-s)--burseu,j (n-dm-s) 3X. 10:6,32 one who prepares animal skins, a tanner}
Exposition vs. 36-43

1. After the healing of Aeneas in Lydda, the scene shifts some 10 miles to the northwest to the port city of Joppa (modern Jaffa).

2. This city was the major port of Jerusalem since it possesses the only natural harbor on the Mediterranean between Egypt and Ptolemais (O.T. Acco).

3. The healing of Aeneas had led to the conversion of many in that area and caused Peter’s presence and reputation to become well known in that region.

4. Peter, in spite of his position as an apostle, held the same views of many of his unbelieving Jewish counterparts concerning the exclusivity of the Jewish race in the plan of God.  Acts 11:1-3

5. In fact, this thinking was not limited to unbelieving Jews or the apostles; it was shared by many of those who were recent converts to the faith.  Acts 11:19

6. Peter does not change his mind all at once; he is forced to rethink his position in light of these current events.

7. First, Peter starts and remains exclusively in Jerusalem, and then he sees that the Samaritans have received salvation.

8. Some time later he moves out to Lydda and then to Joppa and finally, to Caesarea.

9. At every point along the way he observes a positive response to the gospel and this prepares him for the most astonishing response of all: Gentile faith!

10. In verse 36 we are introduced to a resident of Joppa, a certain woman, Tabitha, who was a believer.

11. Her name is given in the Greek language and both terms mean gazelle.
12. Nothing is said about a husband, so she was either unmarried or widowed.

13. This woman had a reputation for being very active in deeds of kindness and charity.
14. These deeds were merciful acts toward those who were less fortunate than she was and, since such actions cannot be hidden, she had acquired a bonafide reputation.

15. These were highly esteemed virtues among the Jews and practices that continued among Christians.

16. There is some indication from verse 39 that she spent much of her time assisting widows, a class of people that God instructed the Jews to support.  Ex. 22:22; Deut. 10:18, 24:19-21, 27:19; Ps. 146:9

17. During the period in which Peter was conducting his ministry in Lydda, this woman seems to have been stricken with a sudden illness that resulted in her death.

18. Those who were present at the time of her death washed the body in accordance with the Jewish custom of purification of the dead.  Mishnah, Shabbath 23.5
19. It is clear that Tabitha had died before the two men were sent to Peter since the 10-mile trip could easily be made twice in one day.

20. Luke does not tell us what they wanted from Peter or what they expected him to do; however, given the fact that she was not buried coupled with her life of good deeds, they apparently wanted him to restore her to life.

21. If Peter had been able to heal a paralytic who had not moved for eight years, it might seem like only a slight extension of divine power to raise the dead.

22. The fact that they laid the body in an upper room is certainly reminiscent of similar Old Testament events.  IKings 17:19; IIKings 4:10,21

23. The two man delegation arrives in Lydda and presents their message that Peter is to waste no time and get to Joppa as soon as possible.

24. Peter complies and arrives in Joppa and is escorted to the upper room where the body had been placed.

25. Luke’s description is what one would expect of the mourners as they stand around Peter and the dead body.

26. What happens here is very familiar to those who have experienced the death of a close friend, or loved one.

27. People are suddenly thrown into a state of anxiety and grief that cannot be consoled by any human source.

28. Their desire for the person to be alive again, their memory of their actions, the tears for the grief and loss they feel while others stand around in silence not knowing what to do or say to bring any comfort to a hopeless situation is commonly understood.
29. The Greek of verse 39 may indicate that they were showing Peter examples of the work that this woman had done, or it may indicate that they were showing him the clothes that they were actually wearing.

30. Like Jesus, surrounded by those devastated by death at the funeral of Lazarus, Peter must have felt the anguish of those who were suffering around him.

31. Peter must certainly have remembered that Jesus had raised people from the dead on several occasions and that He had promised the works that I do shall he do also.  Jn. 14:12

32. Peter sends everyone out of the room, just as Jesus had done on another occasion, and offers up his prayer to God as he had been instructed.  Mk. 5:21-24, 35-42; Jn. 16:16

33. We will not waste time dealing with the modern-day frauds that claim such power and yet do not have a documented case in which they have raised someone from the dead; nor will be elaborate on the differences in technique.

34. He turns toward the body and commands the woman to arise.

35. God in Heaven listens to and receives the prayer of Peter and, in that instant, in an omnipotent act, sends the soul of Tabitha across the millions of light years of space and instills the breath of life into the dead body.

36. She opens her eyes (what is she thinking?) and sits up on the bed where she had been laid.

37. Peter says nothing, he extends a hand to her and helps her to her feet and calls those who are waiting outside.

38. He holds his hand out toward the group and presents their friend and benefactor to the group.

39. The sorrow that consumed them just moments before is suddenly displaced with an unspeakable and glorified joy.
40. Obviously, news of an incident such as this could not remain secret, nor would those who were blessed to this degree want to keep it to themselves.

41. Peter’s reputation, which had already spread along the coastal Plain of Sharon, now comes to permeate Joppa as well.

42. The result is what we might expect; many coming to faith in the Jesus whom Peter represents, and Peter remaining in the area to follow up on his work.

43. The last verse may not appear to be significant but provides some insight into the changes that were occurring in Peter.

44. First, to enter the room with a dead person would have caused ceremonial defilement.  Num. 5:2, 6:7

45. Jews viewed the occupation of tanner as being unclean due to the constant association with dead animal carcasses.  Lev. 5:2, 11:24

46. Therefore, Peter was obviously not as scrupulous about maintaining strict separation from ritual defilement, a fact that would play an important part in the events of Acts 10.

47. It certainly appears that God is preparing Peter for his mission to the Gentiles by placing him in situations that would have been increasingly offensive to orthodox Jews.

Acts 9
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