chapter seventeen

Doctrine of the Fig Tree
Introduction to Revelation 17 and 18

1. While most interpreters have recognized that these two chapters are two of the most intriguing chapters in the Bible, they are also two of the most difficult to interpret and most debated.

2. Both chapters deal with the subject of Babylon the great, which is the exact same phrase in the Greek Babulw.n h` mega,lh (Babulon he megale).
3. However, numbers of interpreters have recognized that the two are not referring to the same entity since there are a several obvious differences.
a. Babylon in chapter 17 is given the added designation the mother of prostitutes, while Babylon in chapter 18 is not so designated.  Rev. 17:5, 18:2

b. Babylon in chapter 17 sits on a beast in a desert, while the location of Babylon in chapter 18 is not provided.  Rev. 17:3
c. The first point of similarity is that both have intoxicated those that live on the earth and both have committed fornication with the kings of the earth.  Rev. 17:2, 18:3
d. Babylon in chapter 17 has tremendous wealth and opulence, while Babylon in chapter 18 is the source of wealth for the merchants of the earth.  Rev. 17:4, 18:3

e. There is no command for God’s people to exit Babylon in chapter 17; however, they are commanded to vacate Babylon in chapter 18.  Rev. 18:4

f. The woman of chapter 17 is drunk with the blood of martyrs, while chapter 18 simply says that their blood (guilt) is found in Babylon.  Rev. 17:6, 18:24

g. This is important since the act of drinking emphasizes willing participation in the deaths of God’s people, while their blood being found denotes a more passive form of guilt.

h. While both will suffer destruction, there is a distinction made between those involved in the destruction of the whore in chapter 17 and God’s destruction of Babylon in chapter 18.  Rev. 17:16, 18:8

i. Babylon in chapter 17 has almost no allusions to the Old Testament prophecies with respect to prophetic Babylon, while chapter 18 is replete with them (20 or more references to Isaiah and Jeremiah).  

j. Babylon in chapter 17 is clearly tied to the beast, while Babylon in chapter 18 does not have any connection with the beast mentioned.  Rev. 17:3

k. In chapter 17 there is no mention of commerce, while chapter 18 is brimming with the concepts of wealth (Rev. 18:3), luxury (Rev. 18:7,14), merchants (Rev. 18:11a,15,23), importing and exporting (Rev. 18:11b), cargoes of every type (Rev. 18:12-13), the shipping economy (Rev. 18:17,19), the entertainment industry (Rev. 18:22a), and industry in general.  Rev. 18:22b

4. Therefore, as Walvoord has so adequately stated, “In general, it is helpful to consider chapter 17 as dealing with Babylon as an ecclesiastical or spiritual entity and the Babylon in chapter 18 as dealing with a political entity.”
5. Babylon is mentioned some 294 times in the Word of God and is second in importance only to Jerusalem.

6. In that regard, Babylon and Jerusalem have come to embody opposite ideas; Jerusalem is viewed as the city of God, the Great King, while Babylon is viewed as a home of demons.  Ps. 48:2; Matt. 5:35; Rev. 18:2
7. Since Jerusalem is so important some interpreters desire to identify the Babylon in chapter 17 with Jerusalem based on the phrase the great city.  Rev. 17:18, 11:8

8. However, the term great, when used of describing a city, has the nuance of powerful, prominent, or notable during a particular portion of history.  Gen. 10:12; Josh. 10:2; Jon. 1:2

9. Therefore, since this appellation is applied to quite a few cities in the Bible, it is wrong to conclude that this must be the same great city unless one has some definitive proof.

10. At this point in history we can point to a number of great cities on the planet; however, we do not confuse Washington with Paris, or Rome with Tokyo.

11. Neither should we confuse Jerusalem with Babylon simply because they are both notable cities in the Revelation.

12. Any cursory study of modern geopolitical, commercial, and spiritual realities should immediately remove any notion that ancient Babylon, located in modern Iraq, is to be considered as a viable identification for the entities in chapters 17 and 18.

13. Obviously, it is quite important for the believer to be oriented to his time in history, and an understanding of the doctrine of the fig tree protects one from the false assumption that literal Babylon is in view.

a. There is no sense in which Babylon in Iraq, or even Iraq itself, is currently a political force that can dictate policy to the rulers of other nations.  Rev. 17:18

b. Secondly, the modern state of Iraq is not viewed as the dominant commercial nation of this time, on whom the fate of world economies depend.  Rev. 18:11,15

c. Lastly, while Islam has made an impact on world affairs (or so the media tells us), there is no indication that Iraq is the spiritual leader in this movement; in fact, Saddam Hussein has killed more Arabs and Muslims in three decades than the U.S. and Israel combined.

14. In spite of these obvious realities, such notables as Pat Robertson, Jack Van Impe, Ken Flemming (professor at Emmaus Bible College), Spiros Zodhiates (editor-in-chief, Pulpit helps), and many others continue to hold to this fallacious position.

15. Since the literal interpretation does not correspond with the fact that literal Babylon is in view, we are forced to conclude that these are real entities/organizations that must be identified in some other fashion.

16. Further, we must look to Daniel's 70th week for the fulfillment of these things since there is nothing in history that accurately and fully explains these passages.

17. Beyond that, the placement of these events in the chronology of Revelation, following the seven bowl judgments and prior to the Second Advent, forces us take this as another parenthetical section that provides supplemental information with respect to Daniel's 70th week.

18. In order to understand fully why God views Babylon from both a political/economic aspect and a spiritual aspect, he must begin with the origin of Babylon in Genesis.

19. The name Babylon itself is most likely derived from the Akkadian Bab-ilani, which literally translates to the gate of the gods.
20. The origin of the city may be biblically traced to Nimrod, the son of Cush, who is referred to as a mighty one on the earth.  Gen. 10:8

21. While this term rwOBGi (gibbor) was first used of the offspring of the angelic infiltration, it does not mean that Nimrod was a product of the angelic infiltration, but that during his lifetime his fame and power reached legendary proportions.

22. Consequently, he became a powerful ruler; this is documented that in Moses’ day (about 750 years later) as there was a proverbial expression about Nimrod that was still being used.  Gen. 10:9

23. This is very consistent with the tendency of human beings to exalt, extol, and even deify people after their deaths.

24. While there is a great deal of legendary information with respect to Nimrod, much of history is shrouded in silence and very little of the information comes from the Bible.

25. What does come clearly from the Bible is that Nimrod was the first to build an established, organized city/kingdom and that his success has become the source of many historical traditions.

26. In fact, in the table of nations, only Nimrod is mentioned with respect to physical places; all others in the genealogies are recorded in terms of their descendants.  Gen. 10:10-12

27. The biblical account does inform us that the beginning of his kingdom was Babel, which would implicate him as the ringleader in the events surrounding the construction of the city.  Gen. 11:1-4

28. The name Nimrod is derived from the Hebrew verb dr;m'  (maradh), a reflexive infinitive, which means to rebel, to revolt, to engage in audacious acts of rebellion or disobedience.

29. The construction of the city, which was characterized by a tower whose top was to reach into Heaven, is quite representative of human rebellion since these people had received the command to spread abroad and repopulate the earth.  Gen. 9:1

30. The fact that the construction is described in terms of both a city and a tower to reach into Heaven is designed to portray the political/economic aspect of the settlement and the religious aspect as well.

31. This is the first attempt to produce world unity apart from the will of God; these people were involved in attempting construct a man-made unity by means of organizing people through the use of  power, force, and religion.

32. Ancient history indicates that the common practice was to build huge mounds or towers called ziggurats, which were made of sun dried bricks.

33. These towers were designed as sacred temples, dedicated to heathen deities and were used in connection with astrology, the zodiac, and the mother/son cult.

34. The term ziggurat means pinnacle or mountain top, and served as the forerunner to the pagan high places that became so prevalent in heathen idol worship.  Lev. 26:30; IKings 14:23

35. As we know, God judged this attempt at international organization (something in complete conflict with His plan of nationalism) with the confusion of languages, out of which we obtain the term lbeB' (babhel—confusion, Babylon).

36. Further, this judgment provides the divine commentary on ecumenicalism (the desire to unite under a common religion) and political internationalism (the desire for a one-world government).

37. While some have suggested that this does not represent God’s opinion currently, there is biblical proof that it was still recognized as God’s plan in Paul’s day, and should be recognized as His continued viewpoint.  Acts 17:26-27

38. However, the two main arms of Babylon, the political and the religious, have continued to exist throughout history and these two chapters will deal with the final incarnation of each, both of which will be destroyed during Daniel's 70th week.

17:1 And one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and spoke with me, saying, "Come here, I shall show you the judgment of the great prostitute who sits on many waters,  {kai, (cc)--e;rcomai (viaa--3s)--ei-j (apcnm-s) heis-one—evk (pg)--o`. e`pta a;ggeloj (n-gm-p)--o` (dgmp+)  e;cw (vppagm-p)--h` e`pta, fia,lh (n-af-p)--kai, (cc)--lale,w (viaa--3s)--meta, (pg)--evgw, (npg-1s)-- le,gw (vppanm-s)--deu/ro (ab^vmaa--2s) adv. of place, here; used as imperative, “Come here”--dei,knumi (vifa--1s) to draw attention to something, to point out, to make clear, to explain--su, (npd-2s)--to. kri,ma (n-an-s) a judgment, a legal decision, often used of a condemnation—h` po,rnh (n-gf-s) 12X, a prostitute, one who sells her body for sex--h` me,gaj (a--gf-s) great, prominent, in sexual term, lascivious, the flagrant whore--h` ka,qhmai (vppngf-s)--evpi, (pg)--u[dwr (n-gn-p)--polu,j (a--gn-p) genitive emphasizes contact}

17:2 with whom the kings of the earth committed acts of immorality, and those who dwell on the earth were made drunk with the wine of her immorality."  {meta, (pg)--o[j (aprgf-s)--porneu,w (viaa--3p) lit. to prostitute oneself, to engage in illicit sex, to fornicate; Thayer suggests that this is a Hebraism for permitting oneself to be drawn into idol worship, Jer. 3:6--o` basileu,j (n-nm-p)--h` gh/ (n-gf-s)--kai, (cc)--mequ,skw (viap--3p) passive, to intoxicate, to make drunk--o` (dnmp+) katoike,w (vppanm-p)--h` gh/ (n-af-s)—evk (pg) lit. from, with--o` oi=noj (n-gm-s)--h` pornei,a (n-gf-s) gen. of apposition--auvto,j (npgf3s)}

Exposition vs. 1-2

1. These two chapters comprise another interlude, being placed between seven bowls that are poured out at the very end of Daniel's 70th week and the Second Advent.

2. The section beginning in 17:1 and extending to 19:10 does not advance the narrative chronologically and is to be understood as being parenthetical in nature.

3. It is comprised of the judgment of the great prostitute (Rev. 17), the destruction of political Babylon (Rev. 18), heavenly rejoicing over the destruction of the whore (Rev. 19:1-6), and the marriage of the Lamb.  Rev. 19:7-10

4. As one might imagine, there are a number of approaches to this chapter that result in completely different identifications of the prostitute and what precisely is in view under the fornication metaphor.

5. The historicist position, which views this book as moving chronologically from the time of John to the Second Advent sees the particulars of this chapter as follows.

a. Since the church is viewed as the chaste bride, the unfaithful church is likened to a whore.

b. The Church of Rome is in view and wilderness (Rev. 17:3) refers to the Campagna, the low plain surrounding the city of Rome.

c. The ornate clothing and jewelry represent the pompous and costly manner in which the Roman church has constructed its buildings and outfitted its priests.

d. The fact that it is the Mother of Harlots denotes that the Protestant churches that are historically related to her her are equally odious before God.  Rev. 17:5
e. The cup full of abominations is to be identified as the set of false doctrines that characterze Catholicism, like the sale of indulgences, the worship of relics, purgatory, etc.

f. There are those that see the term prostitute to be understood in some literal ways since sexual criminality has been a regular feature of the Vatican during certain times in history.

6. The preterist position, which views this book as having been largely fulfilled by the time of writing, interprets the details of this chapter as follows.

a. They suggest that the announced fall of Babylon in Rev. 14:6 demands further explanation, which is found in chapters 17-18.

b. They view the wilderness as being a spiritually desolate place, which has an affinity with the awful nature of the great prostitute.

c. The scarlet beast is identified as the same beast that was introduced and described in chapter 13.

d. However, the preterists are quite divided on the actual identification of the woman, with some (Russell, Clark, Adams) identifying her as the Imperial city of Rome and the beast as the whole empire.

e. Others (Russell, Chilton, Terry) hold that Jerusalem is the harlot Babylon, being adamant that the symbolism better fits the city of Jerusalem.

7. The futurist position views this section as parenthetical information that is recorded between the seventh bowl and the return of Jesus Christ.

a. While there is some division within this interpretative camp as well, many place the woman and her period of power during the first half of Daniel's 70th week.

b. The woman is widely regarded to be, in some sense, a symbol of Rome.

c. Many (Ryrie, Gaebelein, Ironside, Walvoord) understand the harlot to be a religious entity, a coalition of apostate churches, headquartered in Rome and dominated by the Vatican.

d. They recognize that the metaphorical use of harlot has been applied to apostate Judaism, denotes the principle of spiritual adultery, and can include the worship of idols.

e. Others (Ladd) interpret Babylon in a political, cultural, or commercial sense as a representative of the anti-God systems of man at any time in history.

f. While they suggest that Rome and Babylon were the best examples of pagan culture during their day, Ryrie counters with the fact that a city also stands for a system and states, “This is much the same way American speak of Wall Street or Madison Avenue.  They are actual streets, but they also stand for the financial and advertising empires.”
g. Walvoord and Ryrie agree that the two Babylons in chapter 17-18 are not identical, seeing the first as a religious system and the second as a political/economic system.

8. The idealist/spiritual interpreters (Hailey, Hobbs, Hendricksen) see Babylon as the entire world, viewed as the embodiment of the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the boastful pride of life, which is the basis for seduction at any moment in history.

a. Alford breaks rank in this instance and sides with the interpretation that papal Rome and not pagan Rome is in view.

b. All tend to see Babylon, which will be destroyed at the end of the age, as the seducer of the godly.

9. John is now approached by one of the seven angels that was involved in the final judgments of chapter 16.

10. While some have speculated as to which of the seven angels approaches John, it is nothing more than speculation and should be avoided since the text does not provide any suggestion as to which angel is in view.

11. This is the first of two times that John will be solicited by one of these seven angels and these two occasions serve to provide a comparison and contrast between the prostitute and the bride.  Rev. 17:1, 21:9

12. The angel offers to provide John information with respect to the judgment of the great prostitute, who is suddenly introduced here.

13. The Greek term kri,ma (krima—judgment) is the result of the verb kri,nw (to evaluate, to judge) and denotes the verdict or sentence handed down by a judge, with emphasis on the condemnation of the wrong.

14. The term also shades into the punishment that is delivered by a judge and can convey the nuance of sentence or condemnation.
a. God is the judge but determines that the sentence is to be executed by others.  Rev. 17:17

b. The first six verses establish the guilt of the prostitute.

15. The term po,rnh (porne—harlot, whore) denotes a woman who practices sexual immorality as a means of making her living; the modern term is prostitute or hooker.

16. The addition of the adjective me,gaj (megas—great) is designed to further denigrate the character of the woman in view, who is not simply viewed as immoral but someone that takes immorality and prostitution to new heights.

17. The genitive case of prostitute is to be classified as an objective genitive, which indicates that the noun in the genitive (the whore) receives the action of judgment.

18. The woman is actually identified for us in verse 5 as BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF PROSTITUTES.

19. She is further defined later in the chapter as the great city, which reigns over the kings of the earth.  Rev. 17:18

20. Based on these facts, we must recognize that we are not dealing with a literal prostitute, but a system that has a primary seat of power (a large, prominent, or notable city).

21. The fact that the prostitute is involved with the political leaders of history suggests that she is not viewed as a part of the political system.

22. She is to be identified as a system of false religion that has infiltrated the political arena in order to advance her cause.

23. The fact that a woman is used is quite significant since women are very often viewed as a source of evil and false doctrine by the Word of God.  Zech. 5:5-11; IKings 18:4; Rev. 2:20

24. The woman is to be identified as the religion of the mother/son cult, the source of all false religion throughout history that has manifested itself in various times and ways throughout history.

25. The current manifestation of the mother/son cult is European Catholicism, which is headquartered in Vatican City.

26. While this cult has been called by different names and has had its seat of power in different places, the primary interpretation here must center on the manifestation of the mother/son cult at the time it is destroyed.  Rev. 17:16

27. The figure of sexual immorality is not to be viewed as literal sex, but as the illicit union of the woman with the political powers of the world.

28. Her disgusting sexual escapades are noted in verse 2, which implicates the highest levels of cosmic political leadership in her money for sex lifestyle and power.

29. Because she is a prostitute, one must understand that she does not provide her sexual favors without cost; prostitutes use their johns to enhance their status in a material and financial sense.

30. However, no matter how the hooker may be exalted, no matter how prosperous she may become, one should never lose sight of the fact that she is quite disgusting from the Divine viewpoint.

31. Like literal prostitutes, she should be avoided at all costs.  Prov. 2:16, 6:24

32. She is described by the angel as the one sitting on many waters, a figure that is interpreted for us in verse 15, denoting the vast extent of the prostitute’s influence.

33. Sitting upon the waters emphasizes her position of control and influence over the masses of negative volition, the peoples, multitude, nations, and languages.
34. The fact that these terms are employed is designed to indicate that her authority and influence is not limited but extends to all categories of humanity.  Rev. 17:15

35. Although John does not record anything about the waters in the introduction to the woman, the fact that he saw them is indicated by the angel in verse 15.

36. The phrase the kings of the earth is to be viewed here in a timeless sense and not limited to the kings on the earth at the time of writing or some other specific date.

37. The aorist tense is to be classified as gnomic, which presents a timeless fact that does not focus on a particular era but describes what is done characteristically.

38. The verb porneu,w (porneuo) means to prostitute one’s body for money or to engage in sexual activity with a prostitute.

39. While the prostitute normally makes herself as available and attractive as possible, it should be observed that the subject of the main verb fornicate/commit acts of immorality is the kings of the earth.
40. Therefore, while one may rightly denigrate a prostitute for her ignominious lifestyle, the fact is that without her paramours she would be quickly out of business.

41. History has revealed that the Catholic Church has been actively involved in politics from the time of Constantine until the present day.

42. With the alleged conversion of Constantine to Christianity, he embarked on a course that substantially changed the relationship between the church and state.

43. What this meant was that the bishops now joined the bureaucrats to form a new governing class in the Empire, which resulted in Constantine establishing the Catholic Church as the only lawful church in the Empire.

44. Constantine sought to enforce political and doctrinal unity within the Empire by subsidizing the Catholic Church, which resulted in a great amount of wealth flowing into that organization.

45. By the time of Pope Leo I in 440 AD, the Roman bishop began to claim his supremacy over all other bishops, and by 476AD Rome was recognized as the seat of temporal power.

46. Since spiritual authority and power would have to be accounted for, Gelasius I wrote that religious power of the pope was more important than royal power; hence, rulers should submit to the authority of the pope.

47. By 800 AD the authority of the papacy was firmly established in England, Spain, and in much of the area of modern Germany.

48. However, the popes found themselves subject to pressures that threatened their increasingly strong claims to power.

49. The emperors in Constantinople, who believed that the church should be subordinated to the ruler of the state, were steadily encroaching on the prerogatives that the bishops of Rome had taken for themselves.

50. These difficulties forced the pope to look for a powerful ally who would support his claims of spiritual power and to temporal possession in Italy.

51. The most promising allies looked to be the Frankish rulers, with whom an alliance was made to influence ecclesiastical and political affairs during the Middle Ages.

52. During the time of Charlemagne (c. 800 AD) the kingdom of God was conceived as having two arms; the spiritual, presided over by the pope, and the temporal, presided over by the emperor.

53. Althought the pope and the emperor were to give each other mutual support, the popes finally succeeded in bringing the emperors under their control.

54. By the time of Pope Innocent III in 1198 AD, papal influence had made a steady advance over European political affairs.

55. His position is recorded in a letter to Acerbius and the nobles of Tuscany as he writes, “Now just as the moon derives its light from the sun and is indeed lower than it in quantity and quality, in position and in power, so too the royal power derives the splendor of its dignity from the pontifical authority…”
56. Although Catholic power and influence would decline from time to time, by the time of the Inquisitions in the Middle Ages there was virtually no distinction between the church and the state in Europe.

57. During the 20th century, the Roman Catholic Church has continued its course of political involvement, enacting its will in Germany, France, Spain, Poland, Belgium, Russia, Italy, the United States, Latin America, Japan, and China.

58. The Catholic Church has continued to be so influential and exert such great power in the diplomatic-political field because it has at its disposal the tremendous machinery of a spiritual organization with constituents in every country of the planet.

59. An organization with such great numbers and power is something politicians want to make certain is functioning on their behalf; this fact that makes them quite willing to sleep with the prostitute.

60. While the first group involved with the prostitute were willing accomplices, the next group in the text is viewed in somewhat of a more passive sense.

61. The second group is comprised of those who dwell on the earth, which has been repeatedly used in this book as a technical term for negative unbelievers.

62. These negative unbelievers were made drunk by the wine of her immorality, which employs a passive verb that sees the end result.

63. However, as we know, those that are made drunk are made drunk by the exercise of their volition as they consume alcohol in excessive quantities.

64. That literal wine and literal drunkenness are not in view is seen in the description of the wine, which  is actually defined by the genitive of apposition and is referred to as her immorality.
65. This wine of her immorality is further defined for us in verse 4 as abominations and the unclean things of her immorality.
66. The wine in view refers to the various false doctrines that arose during the course of history as the prostitute cavorted with the political leaders of the world and distorted the truth to suit her course of action.

67. While physical drunkenness comes because of the intake of an excess of alcohol, spiritual drunkenness is the state of those that have accepted and assimilated false doctrines into their lives.

68. Just as too much alcohol disorients the one that consumes it, causing him to lose touch with objective reality, even so, those that imbibe false doctrines come under the influence of evil and lose touch with spiritual reality.

69. While it is not explicitly stated, the tenor of these two verses indicts each of the players (the prostitute, the kings of the earth, and those that dwell on the earth) for their own crimes, for which each will bear its discipline and judgment.

70. While it is not stated explicitly, it is certainly implied strongly that any union of the church and the politics of this world is something that God does not endorse.

71. The primary reason is that the church is designed to be a spiritual organization and any attempt to infiltrate the political arena demands some compromise of doctrinal purity and is a violation of our mandate to remain separate.

72. Very often, believers have accepted the fallacious idea that we can reform the Devil’s world through political action, when in fact we can only offer the gospel as the solution to man’s problems.

17:3 And he carried me away in the Spirit into a wilderness; and I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast, full of blasphemous names, having seven heads and ten horns.  {kai, (cc)--avpofe,rw (viaa--3s) 6X, to carry off, to take away--evgw, (npa-1s)—eivj (pa)--e;rhmoj (ap-af-s) desolate, uninhabited places, wilderness, desert—evn (pd)--pneu/ma (n-dn-s) 4X in this book, 1:10, 4:2, 17:3, 21:10--kai, (cc)--ei=don (viaa--1s)--gunh, (n-af-s) in context must be the prostitute--ka,qhmai (vppnaf-s)--evpi, (pa) on top of--qhri,on (n-an-s) a beast, must be the same one from 13:1ff--ko,kkinoj (a--an-s) red, scarlet--ge,mw (vppaan-p) full of, the beast in context--o;noma (n-an-p)--blasfhmi,a (n-gf-s)--e;cw (vppanm-s)--kefalh, (n-af-p)--e`pta, (a-caf-p)--kai, (cc)--ke,raj (n-an-p)--de,ka (a-can-p)}
17:4 And the woman was clothed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls, having in her hand a gold cup full of abominations, even the unclean things of her immorality,  {kai, (cc)--h` gunh, (n-nf-s)--eivmi, (viia--3s+) periba,llw (+vprmnf-s) periphrastic, had clothed herself--porfurou/j (ap-an-s) 4X, purple, a purple garment--kai, (cc)--ko,kkinoj (ap-an-s)--kai, (cc)--cruso,w (+vprpnf-s) 2X, to be gilded or ornamented with gold--crusi,on (n-dn-s)--kai, (cc)---li,qoj (n-dm-s) a stone, a gem in context--ti,mioj (a--dm-s) of great value, precious--kai, (cc)--margari,thj (n-dm-p) a pearl--e;cw (+vppanf-s) having, holding--poth,rion (n-an-s) a cup--crusou/j (a--an-s)—evn (pd)—h` cei,r (n-df-s)--auvto,j (npgf3s)—ge,mw (vppaan-s) the cup is full--bde,lugma (n-gn-p) 6X, used of Antichrist, a foul, loathsome, or detestable thing, an abomination--kai, (cc) ascensive--to. avka,qartoj (ap-an-p) not ceremonially clean, morally, indecent, full of vice--h` pornei,a (n-gf-s)--auto,j (npgf3s)}

17:5 and upon her forehead a name was written, a mystery, "BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH."  {kai, (cc)--evpi, (pa)--to. me,twpon (n-an-s)--auvto,j (npgf3s)--o;noma (n-nn-s)--gra,fw (vprpnn-s) having been written--musth,rion (n-nn-s) this modifies onoma, a name, a mystery--Babulw,n (n-nf-s)--h` me,gaj (a--nf-s)--h` mh,thr (n-nf-s)--h` po,rnh (n-gf-p) prostitutes, whores--kai, (cc)—to. bde,lugma (n-gn-p)--h` gh/ (n-gf-s)}

Exposition vs. 3-5

1. John now informs us that the angel carried him away in the Spirit, which is designed to communicate the fact that he was transported into the spiritual realm.

2. As we have seen earlier, he phrase in spirit is used four times in Revelation and each usage indicates that John is experiencing an unusual situation outside the normal realm of human, physical, bodily existence.  Rev.1:10, 4:2, 17:3, 21:10

3. John is stating that he was transported into a new realm of conscious existence, another dimension where God reveals supernatural information about things that are invisible to the human eye, apart from the constraints of time or space.

4. Other Old Testament and New Testament believers had similar experiences and were either spiritually transported or granted supernatural revelations about current and future events.

a. Ezekiel.  Eze.2:1-3 cp. 3:12,14; 8:3

b. Daniel.  Dan.8:1-2

c. Philip.  Act.8:39

d. Peter.  Act.10:9-16

e. Paul.  Act.22:17-18; 2Cor.12:1-4

5. In these cases, some were bodily transported to another physical place on the planet; others were taken into some altered state of conscious awareness and Divine revelation was imparted to them.

6. Exactly what happens to the body during these times of revelation does not seem to be addressed in the Bible, but obviously the recipient afterwards returns to the normal waking state of consciousness.

7. In this altered spiritual condition, the one receiving the revelation can be transported through time and/or space to observe events that occur in other times and places.

8. The individual is no longer cognizant to current or “real” time, space, physical reality, or bodily senses; he has been transported into the invisible but real world of spiritual reality.

9. John is transported into a wilderness, which is an adjective that denotes a solitary, lonely, desolate, or uninhabited desert

10. While the term e[rhmoj (eremos—wilderness) is used in a positive sense in chapter 12, here it is used in a negative sense to portray the reality of the spiritual wasteland that is characteristic of the prostitute and the beast on which she is riding.

11. The world that comes under the spell of the woman and the beast on which she sits will be a spiritual desert, void of the knowledge of God and lacking the spiritual food and water of sound doctrine.

12. As John arrives at this spiritual desert, he observes a woman sitting on a scarlet beast; the woman is correctly identified as the prostitute who is the subject of this revelation.

13. The beast is the same beast that we saw emerging from the sea in chapter 13, and points to Antichrist and/or the kingdom over which he rules.

14. Chapter 17 seems to focus primarily on the Antichrist and not the kingdom as it continually emphasizes his past and future existence.  Rev. 17:8,11,12

15. Our passage relates one new piece of information about the beast, which is the fact that it is scarlet in color.

16. This has led to several interpretations; the first (Osborne) sees the color as typifying the incredible luxury of the empire, which is further amplified in verse 4.  Jer. 4:30

17. The second interpretation (Johnson, Thomas) sees a contrast between the scarlet color of the beast and the white clothing of Christ and the saints.  Rev. 19:8,11,14

18. A third (Ladd, Beasley-Murray, Beale) sees a deliberate connection between the scarlet beast and the red dragon.

19. They suggest that the terms are sufficiently similar to support the connection, and believe that the colors both point to the murderous intentions of the beast and the dragon as they wage war against the saints.  Nah. 2:3

20. While there is nothing doctrinally wrong with the above views, the color appears to emphasize the absolute sinfulness of the Antichrist, which is very much manifested in his murder of the faithful and his continual blasphemies against God.  Isa. 1:18; IIThess. 2:3; Rev. 13:5-6

21. While we are told in chapter 13 that the beast had blasphemous names on it heads, we are now told that the beast was full of blasphemous names.
22. While the verb ge,mw (gemo—filled, full) normally takes a genitive to denote the content with which something is filled, here it takes the accusative to indicate that the body of the beast was covered with these names.

23. No small number of interpreters see in this beast a reference to Imperial Rome and their blasphemous names refer only to the title of qeo,j (theos—god), which was assumed by many of them.

24. The blasphemous names focus on the arrogance that appropriates the prerogatives of God, rejects His rule, and acts in complete defiance of Him.

25. The greatest blasphemy that Antichrist will utter will be that of claiming divinity; he will present himself as God.  Matt. 26:65; IIThess. 2:4 

26. The final portion of verse 3 provides the same information that was recorded previously in chapter 13 with respect to the seven heads and ten horns.
27. We do not have to speculate regarding the symbolism since these seven heads and ten horns are explained by the angel later in this chapter.  Rev. 17:7,9,10,12

28. The fact that she is sitting on the beast emphasizes her authority, influence, and control over the political entities that she has dominated throughout history, but with special focus on the kingdom of Antichrist..

29. During Daniel's 70th week the woman will exercise her influence over the kingdom of Antichrist, using political means to advance her agenda as she typically has.

30. The overt appearance of the woman is now introduced as John describes the clothing with which she adorned herself.

31. The periphrastic construction could literally be translated she was in a state of having clothed herself with purple and scarlet.
32. This construction is designed to convey that the woman was habitually clothing herself with these overt symbols of luxury.

33. The language here is virtually identical to the language used to describe the manner in which political Babylon arrays itself.  Rev. 18:16

34. Since only the very wealthy or those that were part of royal families could afford to be dressed in this fashion, the dress of the woman is indicative of the extreme opulence that has characterized the mother/son cult over the centuries.

35. The final incarnation of the mother/son cult, which will focus specifically on European Catholicism, is likewise characterized by an exorbitant amount of affluence.

36. While there are contradictory stories about the state of the Vatican and the amount of wealth that it actually possesses, some acknowledge that much of the wealth is found in such things as priceless artwork, manuscripts, church buildings, lands, and schools.

37. However, the Catholic Church in general has a tremendous amout of money at its disposal as evidenced by the fact that it spent $500,000 fighting against Proposal 2 in Michigan and untold amounts to reelect George Bush.

38. Purple is a symbol for royalty, while scarlet is used to denote great riches; the woman has achieved a great measure of wealth and status.

39. As Aune points out, the picture here is drawn from the ancient courtesan, with her opulent dress, wealthy demeanor, and gaudy jewelry that was extracted from her lovers.

40. The mother/son cult has extracted untold wealth over the centuries from her liaisons, with which she adorns herself.

41. However, the true significance of all this luxury is clarified by what is stated next about the golden cup she holds in her hand.

42. The physical beauty of the vessel she holds is intended to produce a sharp contrast between the cup and its contents.

43. While it is not explicitly stated, one should recognize that the wine of her immorality is now defined for us by the contents of the golden cup.

44. The picture here is one of a sensuous woman, arrayed in the most splendid of garments, wearing the most expensive jewelry, offering her deadly and stupefying wine to the unsuspecting in a beautiful golden cup.

45. As Keathley has stated, “All of this—the gold and religious trappings—appeals to the sensual, material, and religious bent of man’s sin nature; he admires it, is awed by it, and blinded by it as well.”
46. The contents of the cup is described for us by the noun bde.lugma (bdelugma—abomination), which refers to that which is hated or abhorred; it is used of that which is foul (by virtue of its stench) or detestable.

47. It is used to translate a few Hebrew terms in the Old Testament, which denote God’s attitude toward idolatry and all that accompanies it.  Deut. 29:17, 32:16

48. This includes the idols (Deut. 7:25) spiritism (Lev. 20:27), magic, witchcraft, divination (Deut. 18:10-11), child sacrifice (IIKings 16:3), and sexual immorality.  IKings 14:24

49. The term is used only six times in the New Testament, and is a very strong term that is not to be used or taken lightly.

50. It is used twice of the abomination of desolation (Matt. 24:15; Mk. 13:14) , twice of the mother/son cult (Rev. 17:4-5), and twice in a general sense.  Lk. 16:15; Rev. 21:27

51. The kai. (kai) that follows is to be understood as being epexegetical, further defining the nature of the abominations, and should be translated namely.
52. The final phrase of verse 4 speaks of the contents of her cup by using a religious term to denote something that is ritually not acceptable, that which is defiled, unclean, indecent, or filthy.

53. The genitive that follows is to be understood as that which produced the unclean things, and could be translated as the unclean things produced by virtue of her immorality.
54. Again, the metaphor of the lascivious, bejeweled prostitute committing indecent and unspeakable acts with those she seduces is designed to convey the reality of spiritual prostitution and the doctrinal filth that is the result such activity.

55. Additionally, the adjective avka,qartoj (akathartos—unclean) is employed to denote that which is morally impure.

56. The purpose of this term is to communicate the reality that false doctrine very often leads to the most base of practices, as evidenced throughout history.  Rom. 1:19-32

57. These unclean doctrines that have come through the mother/son cult over the centuries include such things as baptismal regeneration, justification by works, sacrifice of the mass, purgatory, idol and relic worship, an infallible pontiff, worship of Mary, the sale of indulgences, and many more.

58. In a similar fashion to the Gentile religions, the Catholic Church has demonstrated that their doctrines lead to the most horrific of practices; the Inquisitions are a good example of this truth.

59. The woman is clearly identified as John observes a name that had been written on her forehead, which provides information with respect to her origin, character, and activities.

60. While the text does not indicate who wrote the name on her forehead, it is unlikely that she marked herself with such an unflattering and derogatory title.

61. In the ancient world, it was the practice of prostitutes to write their names on their foreheads so they could be readily recognized by those that desired their services.

62. The fact that the name is written on her forehead is designed to communicate the shameless nature of the whore, which equates to the blatant and impudent idolatrous worship of the mother/son cult.  Jer. 3:3

63. There is some debate as to whether the term musth,rion (musterion—mystery) is actually part of the name or is simply in apposition with the term name on her forehead.

64. Some translations (NIV, KNV) translate the term as a part of the name Mystery Babylon the Great, while others (NET, New American Standard) recognize that the terms name and mystery are both neuter and understand the phrase as a mysterious or cryptic name was written…
65. The term mystery is a religious technical term in the cults of the Greco-Roman world that denoted a religious secret that was revealed only to the initiates of the cult.

66. It does not refer to that which cannot be known or understood, but to that which can only be properly understood by those that have the appropriate frame of reference.

67. The use of this term points to that which is not obvious to the untrained or to those that lack understanding; therefore, many interpreters have recognized that what follows is to be understood in a mystical or symbolic fashion.  Rev. 1:20

68. The name on her forehead is recorded in a series of three phrases, the first of which is Babylon the Great.

69. This name is designed to connect the system in view with the first great revolution against God, the construction of the tower of Babel under Nimrod.  Gen. 10:8-10, 11:1-9

70. It was here that the Babylonian cult was invented, a system claiming to possess the highest wisdom and the greatest divine secrets.

71. The second part of her name identifies her as the mother of prostitutes, which is designed to indicate that she was the progenitor of many other prostitutes; the first in a line that extends through human history.

72. In the New Testament, the phrase son of is used to refer to one’s primary characteristic; in a similar vein, for one to be called the mother of means not only that she is characterized as a prostitute but has reproduced her nature in others.

73. The third portion of her name refers to her as the mother of the abominations of the earth, indicating that all the things God especially hates proceed from her.

74. While the genitive of the earth can be understood as descriptive (earthly abominations), possessive (earth’s abominations), or directional (abominations on the earth), it is clear that the abominations belong to the earthly scene.

75. The use of the earth also confirms that the woman’s activities have been a global affair, penetrating every people, multitude, nation, and language with her abominations.  Rev. 17:15

17:6 And I saw the woman drunk with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the witnesses of Jesus. And when I saw her, I wondered greatly.  {kai, (cc)--ei=don (viaa--1s)--h` gunh, (n-af-s)--mequ,w (vppaaf-s) to be drunk, drunkened—evk (pg) from, by, with—to. ai-ma (n-gn-s) to be drunk with blood is to shed blood profusely, to engage in widespread murder--o` a[gioj (ap-gm-p)—

kai, (cc)—evk (pg)—to. ai-ma (n-gn-s)--o` ma,rtuj (n-gm-p) the witnesses--VIhsou/j (n-gm-s) objective genitive--kai, (ch)--qauma,zw (viaa--1s) to be amazed, to be astonished or surprised--ei=don (vpaanm1s) after I had seen--auvto,j (npaf3s)--qau/ma (n-an-s) cognate accus. a wonder a marvel--me,gaj (a--an-s)}
17:7 And the angel said to me, "Why do you wonder? I shall tell you the mystery of the woman and of the beast that carries her, which has the seven heads and the ten horns.  {kai, (ch) now--ei=pon (viaa--3s)--evgw, (npd-1s)--o` a;ggeloj (n-nm-s)--dia, (pa)--ti,j (aptan-s) lit. on account of what, why?--qauma,zw (viaa--2s) lit. did you marvel--evgw, (npn-1s)--ei=pon (vifa--1s) I myself will say--su, (npd-2s)--to. musth,rion (n-an-s) a mystery, something hidden, but meant to be understood by the initiates--h` gunh, (n-gf-s)--kai, (cc)—to. qhri,on (n-gn-s)—to. basta,zw (vppagn-s) to take something on oneself, to bear or carry--auvto,j (npaf3s)—to. e;cw (vppagn-s)--h` e`pta, kefalh, (n-af-p)--kai, (cc)--to. de,ka ke,raj (n-an-p)}

Exposition vs. 6-7

1. The vision of the prostitute is now continued by employing the metaphor of physical drunkenness, which is not to be taken in the literal sense of being under the influence of alcohol.

2. It is designed to conjure a monstrous, cruel, and shocking picture of a woman engagning in what is considered to be an abominable act until she is totally drunk.

3. Not only does she cause others to drink to excess (Rev. 17:2), making them drunk through her system of false doctrine, she herself is intoxicated with another substance.

4. Some have recognized that the figure of being drunk with blood is designed to communicate the reality of violence and murder.

5. The French writer Albert Camus once observed that bloodshed is like alcohol; it results in the state of drunkenness where judgment is lost, vision becomes blurred, and unconsciousness beckons. 

6. In a similar manner to those drunk on alcohol, the warning signs are ignored and the prostitute keeps on drinking. 

7. For her to be drunk with the blood of the saints is a euphemism (yes, being drunk is a more delicate way of putting this) to denote the reality that she has been engaged in the murder of believers.

8. In fact, the phrase blood of the saints in this context is to be understood as the blood shed by the saints or more specifically, the saints she has murdered.
9. The present active participle is designed to convey the reality that she was already in a state of drunkenness when John initially saw her.

10. The false doctrines that intoxicated those that were exposed to them over the centuries have had their effect on the prostitute as well.

11. Her adherance to false systems of thinking has caused her to come into conflict with those that articulated the truth of God’s plan.

12. As such, they are viewed as the enemy and must be eliminated if the whore is to maintain her position among the nations and continue to influence the world with her abominations.

13. One certain method of establishing unity is to eliminate all opposition; as we will see, this has been a regular feature of the mother/son cult over the centuries.

14. The two phrases the blood of the saints ans the blood of the witnesses of Jesus has sparked some interpretative differences about how many groups are in view.

15. The first view (Osborne) suggests that the kai. (kai—and) is to be taken in an exepegetical sense and should be translated namely since he sees only one group in view.

16. The second view (Aune) states that that witnesses of Jesus are not the same as the saints, but he goes too far and identifies the witnesses as the prophets based on a similar construction.  Rev. 16:6

17. The grammar of the passage is quite explicit in that there is a singular verb drunk, which is followed by two prepositional phrases that are clearly designed to be understood in an individual sense.

18. Therefore, the woman is drunk on blood that comes from two distinct sources, the blood that comes from saints and the blood that comes from the witnesses of Jesus Christ.

19. As we have pointed out repeatedly, the term saints is never used in any of John’s writings for Church Age believers, and is never used in this book for Church Age believers.

20. When considering the usage of the term in this book, a strong case can be made for the fact that saints is to be limited to Jewish believers.  Rev. 11:18

21. Further, the phrase the witnesses of Jesus is used only here and appears to be denoting a group that is different than the saints.

22. The phrase appears to be technical for Church Age believers, who are not referenced very often in this book following chapter 3. 

a. Twice the term ma,rtuj (martus—witness) is used of Jesus Christ.  Rev. 1:5, 3:14

b. Once it is used of the two witnesses during the first half of Daniel's 70th week, who were not killed by the prostitute and cannot be in view.  Rev. 11:3,7

c. The only other time it is used deals with a faithful Church Age witness.  Rev. 3:14

23. Therefore, it is my conclusion that these two phrases denote the two general objects of the prostitute’s murderous campaign, the Jews and Gentile believers during the Church Age.

24. It should be recognized that her murder of believers is not to be limited to the Church age since this woman represents the religious arm that the beast will exploit for his own purposes.

25. An historical understanding of the mother/son cult and the objects of her murder would appear to throw some light on this question and confirm this interpretation.

26. While the ages of antiquity may be shrouded in silence with regard to overt persecution of believers by the mother/son cult, it is clear that a great deal of animosity toward believers existed among those that were involved with the mother/son cult.  IKings 16:31, 18:4,13, 19:2; IIKings 9:22; Rev. 2:20

27. From our vantage point at the end of history we can simply review the activities of the final incarnation of the mother/son cult by studying the history of the Roman Catholic Church.

28. This is best begun with an understanding of where the Church found itself following the apostolic era, and the types of issues that arose.

29. This will provide an historical explanation as to how the great prostitute came to manifest herself in the form of the Roman Catholic Church by providing the doctrinal history that led to the murder of Jews and Church Age believers.

30. Following the death of the apostles there was no authoritative voice for the Church to follow, save adherence to the inspired writings that they and their associates had left behind.

31. The Christians of the second and third centuries had to fight a war on two fronts; they fought to presevere their existence in the face of attempts by the Roman state to abolish the Church, and they had to fight internally to preserve doctrinal purity.

32. Since converts generally came from one of two sources (a Jewish background with a works mentality, or a Greek intellectual background with a philosophical bent), they tended to carry their old ideas into this new environment.

33. Since the threat of legalism or philosophical perversions was very real, overly zealous leaders would develop particluar interpretations to correct real or perceived evils in the church.

34. While the legalism that characterized the Jewish heritage continued to be a problem in the Church for some time, after the final destruction of Jerusalem by the Roman in 135 AD it ceased to have as much influence.

35. However, the far greater threat to the doctrinal purity of the Christian faith came from the source of Greek philosophy since there were far more Gentile converts that entered the Church during this period.

36. Out of these varied sects came philosophers that wanted to dilute Christianity with philosophy or incorporate pagan religion and philosophy with the Christian faith.

37. Gnosticism sought to deal with the moral and spiritual questions of the faith by synthesizing Christianity and Hellenistic philosophy, seeking to employ human wisdom to understand the ways of God and avoid the stigma of the cross.

a. It is quite possible that an incipient (something that is just beginning, or just beginning to manifest itself) form of gnosticism was active during the time of Paul and formed the basis for his letter to the Colossians.

b. Their sect sprang from the natural human desire to create a theodicy, a vindication of the holiness and justice of God, and an explanation for the origin and existence of evil.

c. Dualism became one of their main tenets, insisting upon a clear separation between the worlds of matter and the spiritual world since they always associated matter with evil and spirit with good.

d. Their theology resulted in the fabrication of a series of emanations from the Most High God, which were beings with less and less spirit and more and more matter.

e. The first emanation was the demiurge, whom they identified as Jehovah of the Old Testament and whom they heartily disliked since it was he who created the evil, material world.

f. They explained Christ through the doctrine of Docetism, which taught that since matter was evil Christ could not be associated with a human body since it was composed of material.

1. Either the man Jesus was a phantom with the seeming appearance of a material body, or the Christ came upon the human body of Jesus only for a short time—between the baptism of Jesus and his suffering on the cross.

2. Then, the Christ left the man Jesus to die on the cross.

3. It was the task of the Christ to teach a special gnosis (knowledge) that would help man to save himself by an intellectual process.

g. Salvation, which only effected the soul or spiritual part of man, began with faith but was completed by the special gnosis that Christ imparted only to the elite.

h. Since the body was material, it might by controlled by strict ascetic practices or could be given over to lascivious activities, depending on which form of Gnosticism one practiced.

i. Their theological aberrations were many and included:

1. Their view that there were two gods, the evil one of the Old Testament and the good one of the New Testament.

2. Consequently, they pandered to anti-Semitism.

3. They rejected the true humanity of Jesus Christ, His sacrificial death, and physical resurrection.

4. They fostered and catered to a form of spiritual pride with their suggestion that only the elite would enjoy the pleasure of dwelling with deity in Heaven.

5. Their ascetic practices became one of the contributing factors to the medieval ascetic movement that we know as monasticism.

38. Manicheanism, founded by Mani or Manichaeus of Mesopotamia, combined Christian thought with Zoroastrianism and other oriental religious ideas into a dualistic philosophy.

a. Zoroastrianism was the ancient religion of the Persians, which taught that the lord of light carried on a ceaseless war against the lord of darkness and evil.

b. Man’s soul linked him with the lord of light, but his body brought him into bondage to the kingdom of darkness.

c. Salvation, which was a matter of liberating the soul from the body, could be acccomplished by exposure to the Light, Christ.

d. The elite ones constituted the priestly caste for this group, lived ascetic lives, and performed certain rites essential to the release of light.

e. This group placed so much emphasis on the ascetic lifestyle that they viewed sex as evil and emphasized the superiority of the unmarried state.

f. There is little doubt that they contributed to the development of a priestly class (clergy) and the rise of celibacy among that priestly class.

39. While these two were some of the sects that arose during the 2nd and 3rd centuries AD, they were by no means the only ones and were followed by such groups as the Montanists, the Monarchianists, the Donatists, and others.  Christianity Through the Centuries, Cairns
40. While we cannot provide an exhaustive treatment of church history here, it is important to note that around 170 AD the church began calling itself the catholic or universal church.

41. It is evident from the New Testament that there is one pastor-teacher, who is viewed as the head and leader of the local church.  ITim. 3:1ff

42. However, during the middle of the 2nd century AD this led to the conception that the bishop of the church in Rome had some measure of extra prestige over other pastor-teachers.

a. This was first based on the supposition that Peter was the first bishop in Rome and endowed with special powers by Christ Himself.  

b. Since Peter and Paul were both killed in Rome, it was supposed that this added prominence to the city.

c. The church at Rome had been the center of the earliest persecutions under Nero, and so occupied an exalted status.

d. It was one of the largest and wealthiest of the churches by 100 AD, and Paul had written his most lengthy epistle to this church.

43. Therefore, by about 300 AD, three things concerning the “catholic church” had become recognized realities.

a. The doctrine of apostolic succession was generally accepted without question.

b. The Roman bishop came to be recognized as the first among equals because of the importance of the traditions associated with his canon.

c. Apostolic succession in the heirarchy of the church was a guarantee against heresy and schism and was to be used to promote unity.

44. During the time between 100-300 AD creeds became part of the norm for expressing faith, the canon of the New Testament was developed, and the power of the bishop of Rome was growing.

45. By the early part of the 4th century, it was believed that the bishop of Rome derived his authority from the apostles, was viewed as the depository of the truth, and the dispenser of the means of grace through the sacraments.

46. Over the centuries, the doctrine that the bishop in Rome was in some way superior to all other bishops continued to flourish and by 440 AD Leo I actively claimed complete supremecy over other bishops.

47. Papal power would experience periods of augmentation and periods of decline, but the greatest period of its temporal power was seen bewteen 1050-1300 AD.

48. The rise of universities and scholasticism strengthened the intellectual foundations of papal power, while Monastic reform provided the pope many able and zealous monks, who were his obedient servants.

49. During this time, Hildenbrand (1020-1085) was able to humble the emporer of the Holy Roman Empire, and Innocent III (1161-1216) became powerful enough to force rulers of nation-states to do his will.  

50. Both men were unwilling to accept the idea that God had given the pope and the political ruler coordinate sovereignty over the souls and bodies of men.

51. Although the temporal ruler was not inclined to admit to the idea that he exercised sovereignty over men by a gracious grant of the power of the pope, neither was the pope willing to accept the idea that his control over men came from the temporal ruler.

52. Hildenbrand, who was elected as Pope Gregory VII in 1073 AD, wanted no civil power to dominate the Roman church; instead, his claim was that the church was to control the civil power.

a. This ideal of papal supremacy over temporal rulers is clearly developed in the Dictatus Papae, allegedly written by Cardinal Deusdedit.

b. In it he stated that the Roman church owed its foundation to God alone, that its pontiff was alone to be called universal, that he had full power over all bishops, that his feet should be kissed by all princes, the he might absolve subjects of evil temporal rulers, and that he might depose emperors.

c. The peak of the papal pretension to supremacy was found in the 22nd article, which stated that there had never been error in the Roman church and that, according to the Bible, it would never err.

53. As we can readily understand, these developments would not only begin the immoral relationship between the great prostitute and the kings of the earth over which she would rule, they would solidify it.  Rev. 17:18

54. The actual zenith of papal power was found during the reign of Pope Innocent III (1161-1216), who believed that he was “the vicar of Christ,” with supreme authority on earth.

a. He claimed that kings and princes derived their authority from him and that he could excommmunicate them or depose them from their offices.

b. He thought that the pope stood below God and above man, and that the relationship between the church and the state was similar to the relationship between the sun and the moon.

c. Therefore, the state was to bask in the glory of the papacy, from whom it derived its power and right to rule.

d. During his reign, Philip Augustus of France had remarried Ingeborg of Denmark after the death of his first wife, but later took a disliking to her and claimed she was bewitched.

1. Philip forced the French bishops to annul the marriage and he took Agnes as his new wife.

2. Ingeborg appealed to Innocent III, who ordered Philip to put away Agnes and to restore Ingeborg as his rightful wife.

3. Innocent placed France under an interdict (prohibiting or forbidding communion) in 1200 AD, which affected everyone in the nation, effectively closed the churches, and eventually forced Philip to submit to the moral law of the church.

e. Innocent was able to defeat John of England in a battle over the election of an archbishop for Canterbury, eventually forcing John to acknowledge that he was in office only as a feudal vassal of the pope.

f. At the fourth Lateran Council of 1215, Innocent made part of church doctrine that all men must confess annually to the priest, all must attend the Mass at Easter, and that all members had to accept the doctrine of transubstantiation.

55. Under the leadership of Innocent III, the Catholic Church began a persecution of the Cathars, a group that actually was heretical, advocating gnostic and docetic doctrines.

56. This formed the basis for what is known in history as the Papal Inquisitions, which were instituted under Gregory IX, and which continued in some form for almost 600 years.

57. Historians often divide the study of the Inquisition into two major segments – the Medieval (or Papal) Inquisition, which was an arm of the Papacy, and the Spanish Inquisition, which, while closely associated with the Church, is primarily viewed as a tool of the secular government of Spain.

58. It was during this time that the church and state, which were for all practical purposes one and the same, began to persecute Jews in Spain under the reign of Ferdinand and Isabella.

59. The vast majority of those brought before the Inquisition were accused of heresy, which was tanatmount to secret Judaizing in the minds of those in charge.

60. During the 600 or so years in which the Inquisition existed in one form or another, millions of “heretics” were killed, many of whom were Jews and faithful believers.

61. While there are still many debates as to the actual numbers of people that were killed during this time (some Catholic authorities suggest only about 60,000), the truth is that a lot of blood was shed.

62. Beginning with the persecution of the Cathars, Rome systematically set out to destroy those that were opposed to its doctrines and practices.

63. This group included the Waldenses and the Albigenses, and while the attack was most active in Southern France, it successfully claimed vast number of victims in Spain, Italy, Germany, and the Netherlands.

64. Halley’s Bible Handbook estimates that in the 30 years between 1540-1570 AD no fewer than 900,000 Protestants were put to death in the Pope’s attempt to esterminate the Waldenses

65. The inquisition continued through the time of the Reformation and in France the Hugeunots suffered the death of some 200,000 of their number.

66. In Bohemia, by 1600, the Hapsburgs and the Jesuits reduced a population of about 4 million to 800,000, all of whom were then faithful Catholics.

67. Perhaps the most notorious arm of the Inquisition was found in Spain under the ruthless leadership of Torquemada, who was responsible for the deaths of over 10,000 people and had nearly 100,000 condemned to perpetual imprisonment.

68. It is estimated that in the years between 1481-1808 some 100,000 were killed as martyrs and over 1.5 million were banished from Spain.

69. As an institution, the Inquisition stands alone in terms of the length of time it existed (600 years), the number of its victims, the ruthlessness of its methodologies, and the intolerance that it fostered.

70. The phrase the witnesses of Jesus should be understood as those that bore witness to Jesus Christ, with Jesus being understood as an objective genitive.

71. When John oberserved this gruesome spectacle, he relates his response by employing a cognate accusative with the verb qauma,zw (thaumazo—to be awed, astonished), which has the nuance of I was astonished with great astonishment.
72. While various translations express this along the same lines, the NJB provides an interesting thought about the intent of this statement when it states I was completely mystified.
73. John’s astonished confusion is short lived, as the angel immediately offers to explain the entire scenario in detail.

74. This is the force of his words as he offers to explain the meaning of the woman, the meaning of the beast that carried her, and the meaning of the seven heads and ten horns.

75. As we will see, the angel does not wait for John to reply or respond in any way and simply launches into the explanation of the startling and amazing scene.

76. In a related application, it is ironic that the woman is pictured as being drunk with blood since the doctrine of transubstantiation is a staple of the Catholic doctrine.

a. Transubstantiation is the theory accepted by Rome as a dogma in 1215, in an attempt to explain the statements of Christ: "This is my body" and "This is my blood" (Mark 14:22, 24) as applied to the bread and wine of the Lord's Supper. 

b. While it is insisted that the "is" must be taken with the strictest literalism, to our senses the bread and wine seem to remain exactly as they were even when consecrated. 

c. There is no perceptible miracle of transformation; the explanation is found in terms of a distinction between the so called substance (or true reality) and the specific, perceptible characteristics of the bread and wine.

d. The latter remain, but the former, i.e., the substance of bread and wine, is changed into that of the body and blood of Christ. 

e. As some have noted, if Christ is substantially present, it is natural that the elements should be adored. 

f. It can also be claimed that he is received by all who communicate, whether rightly to salvation or wrongly to perdition. 

77. The fact is that the doctrine is unscriptural and suggests that cannibalism is part of the Lord’s table.

17:8 "The beast that you saw was and is not, and is about to come up out of the abyss and to go to destruction. And those who dwell on the earth will be astonished, whose name has not been written in the book of life from the foundation of the world, when they see the beast, that he was and is not and will come.  {to. qhri,on (n-nn-s)--o[j (apran-s)--ei=don (viaa--2s)--eivmi, (viia--3s) was, existed--kai, (cc)—ouv (qn)—eivmi, (vipa--3s) is not, does not exist currently--kai, (cc)--me,llw (vipa--3s+) not immediacy, certainty, inevitability--avnabai,nw (+vnpa) comp.infin. to ascend, go up—evk (pg)--h` a;bussoj (n-gf-s) gen. of source/origin, the pit, the abyss--kai, (cc)—eivj (pa)--avpw,leia (n-af-s) this phrase is used 5X, and has the sense of a perishing, into ruin or destruction, here refers to eternal ruin or perdition--u`pa,gw (vipa--3s)--kai, (cc)--qauma,zw (vifp--3p) to be amazed or astonished--o` (dnmp+) katoike,w (vppanm-p)--evpi, (pg)--h` gh/ (n-gf-s) neg. unbelievers--o[j (aprgm-p)—ouv (qn)--gra,fw (virp--3s)--to. o;noma (n-nn-s)--evpi, (pa) here has the sense of in, inside--to. bibli,on (n-an-s)--h` zwh, (n-gf-s)--avpo, (pg) sense here is at, denotes the time when it was done--katabolh, (n-gf-s) lit. a casting down, laying a foundation--ko,smoj (n-gm-s) not the world of men, but the orderly arrangement that came at original creation—ble,pw (vppagm-p) lit. seeing, temporal part. physical sight, not any real understanding of what they are seeing--to. qhri,on (n-an-s)--o[ti (cc) indir.disc. when they see that—eivmi, (viia--3s)--kai, (cc)—ouv (qn)--eivmi, (vipa--3s)--kai, (cc)--pa,reimi (vifd--3s) to have arrived, to be present}

Exposition vs. 8

1. The angel begins not with the explanation of the woman, but with the explanation of the beast on which she sat.

2. The vast majority of interpreters recognize that this beast is the same beast that we observed previously rising from the sea.  Rev. 13:1ff

3. As we stated in that chapter, the beast must be dealt with on two levels; the first is that the composite beast represents a political kingdom, while the second aspect focuses on the personal nature of the beast/Antichrist.

4. As we pointed out, what is recorded about the emergence of the beast is designed to communicate the rise of a confederated political power from the masses of Gentile negative volition.

5. The language of chapter 13 is certainly designed to be reminiscent of Daniel 7:2-3 (the LXX uses the same verb and noun to translate the Aramaic), and is dealing with precisely the same situation.

6. The one essential difference is that Daniel said nothing about the number of heads on his beast, while John notes that his beast has seven heads.

7. The reason for this is that Daniel is dealing primarily with the political aspect of the beast in view, while John will deal with both the political and personal aspects of this beast.

8. That becomes a very important point in correctly interpreting what follows since it appears that there are times when the kingdom of the Antichrist is in view and other times when the Antichrist himself is in view.

9. For instance, when the beast is referred to as was and is not, it is focusing specifically on the humanity of Antichrist, which will be resuscitated from the dead and return to planet earth.

10. When the beast is dealt with in terms of the seven heads, it is dealing with the political aspects of the kingdoms that have been intimately associated with the mother/son cult.

11. The explanation continues throughout the rest of chapter 17 and provides us many important facts about the beast on which the woman sits.

12. The first thing we are told about the beast on which the woman sits is that it was and is not, which should only be understood to mean that the beast had existed previously but did not exist at the time that John wrote.

13. If this phrase was understood by most interpreters, they would avoid the false identifications of the beast that have become rampant throughout history

14. The historicist interpreters tend to identify the beast as political Rome that existed in John’s day.

a. They suggest that the seven heads that are also representative of the seven mountains in verse 9 are to be identified as the seven hills on which Rome sits.

b. Many (Elliott, Newton, Guiness) understand the seven kings to represent the seven forms of government that existed during the course of the Roman Empire

15. The preterist interpreters are quite unified in their identification of the beast with Rome as well, although they differ in the way they reach that conclusion.

a. Again, they take the seven mountains of verse 9 to represent the seven hills of Rome.

b. Clark indicates that the only period of history that will fulfill this passage is the period in which the Caesars ruled over Rome.

c. The first five that had passed are identified as Julius Caesar, Augustus, Tiberius, Caligula, and Claudius; Nero is the sixth, who Clark believes was on the throne at the time of writing and Galba will become the seventh.

d. While others in this camp seen different emperors fulfilling the seven heads, they are not unified as to which seven Caesars are in view.

e. This line of interpretation has led to the Nero redivivus myth, which teaches that Nero did not really die but was living somewhere in retirement; the belief was that he was destined to return in a short time and bring calamity on his enemies and the world.

f. This led to the idea that Domitian was actually Nero, who had risen from the dead.

16. The idealist or spiritual interpreters usually identify the beast as Rome, but extend the interpretation to include various world empires that have come and gone through history.

a. Wilson suggests that the beast is described in terms of Nero, who is thus a symbol of the Antichrist.

b. Hendricksen suggests that the seven heads have a twofold symbolism, indicating both the present embodiment of the beast in John’s day (Rome) and all its embodiments throughout history.

c. He identifies the five kingdoms as Ancient Babylon, Assyria, New Babylon, Medo-Persia, and Greece; the sixth represents Rome and the seventh represents all anti-Christian governments from Rome until the time of Antichrist.

17. Many of the futurist interpreters (Ryrie, Gaebelein, Petingill, and others) believe that the seven mountains provide an unmistakable clue that Rome is intended.

a. Seiss disagrees and states that “a flimsier basis for such a controlling and all-conditioning conclusion is perhaps nowhere to be found.  The Seven Hills of Rome are not seven mountains, and taking them as literal hills or mountains is founded upon a total misreading of the angel’s words.”
b. Walvoord appears to agree with Seiss and thinks the language implies empires that have risen throughout the course of history.

c. They suggest that the five that had fallen in John’s day were Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Medo-Persia, and Greece.

d. This leaves Rome as the sixth, existing at the time of writing, and the seventh refers to the future kingdom of Antichrist.

18. A.T. Robertson rightly recognizes that the language at the beginning of verse 8 indicates that an empire is no longer in view, but a human being.

19. This is correct; the language is clearly dealing with a person at this point and is designed to convey the reality that the coming Antichrist had a previous existence on the planet and is not alive at the time of writing.

20. What we find in verse 9 indicates that the Antichrist must therefore be associated with one of the five kingdoms that had already fallen in 100 AD.

21. As we have pointed out earlier in this book, the use of the verb me,llw (mello—about to) does not so much stress immediacy in terms of time as it expresses the certainty of what will come to pass, that which is destined or inevitable.

22. The fact that he is about to come up out of the abyss must be understood in terms of how God deals with the souls of believers and unbelievers following their physical deaths.

23. Prior to the ascension of Jesus Christ, when He traveled to the third Heaven and took His seat at the right hand of the Father, all souls of believers and unbelievers went to Sheol/Hades.

24. This place exists somewhere within the bowels of the earth and is divided into four distinct parts called Tartarus, torment, Abraham’s bosom, and the great gulf that separates the two portions.  Lk. 16:19-31

25. At the time of the ascension, Jesus Christ emptied the Paradise portion of Sheol/Hades and took the souls of believers with Him to the third Heaven. Eph. 4:8

26. There is a lower portion called Tartarus, which is where God has confined the angels that were involved in the sexual infiltration of the human race.  Gen. 6; IIPet. 2:4; Jude 6

27. Although the Greeks understood this to be a place of torment and punishment that existed below Hades, which was reserved for the most wicked among men and the worst criminals, it is populated only with fallen angels.

28. The soul of Antichrist has been confined to the torment portion of Sheol/Hades since his physical death.

29. At the beginning of Daniel's 70th week, his soul will ascend/come up from the depths of the earth to be reunited with a physical body (his own?); he will then return to the stage of human history to live for another seven years.  Rev. 11:7

30. Our verse does not provide any information about his second career; it simply states that he will return to the planet and will eventually go to destruction.
31. While our verse does not provide any information about his career, several things must happen in order for him to fulfill what has been recorded about him.

32. He obviously must be fully human and must be able to convince those that dwell on the earth that he has conquered death.

33. While his initial presence on the earth may be spellbinding, his career will continue to keep the world amazed at his presence.

34. There can be no doubt that his presence merely begins to enhance his legendary status, which will result in the Jewish leadership eventually recognizing him as their messiah.

35. However, all his successes, exploits, and exaltation among those that are negative will not alter the reality that he is doomed to destruction.

36. The Greek term for destruction is avpw,leia (apoleia), which is used of that which is destroyed or wasted.  Matt. 26:8

37. In fact, he is called the son of destruction to denote his nature is one that is destined for the eternal destruction of the damned.  IIThess. 2:3

38. The Greek noun is used of the final, eternal destruction that is visited on the souls of all unbelievers as they suffer by association with Satan and his angels.  Matt. 25:41

39. His very appearance in human history is a judgment on negative unbelievers, who are ready, willing, and eager to receive that which is characterized by the lie.  IIThess. 2:10-12

40. Again, we are confronted with those who dwell on the earth, which is consistently used in this book to refer to negative unbelievers.

41. This same group was introduced explicitly in chapter 13, and are further defined and limited by the addition of the phrase whose name has not been written in the book of life from the foundation of the world.  Rev. 13:8
42. While the Greek begins with a plural pronoun, the singular name follows, which is designed to emphasize the individual nature of the names in the book, and the principle of individual volition.

43. As in chapter 13, the singular noun here emphasizes the principle of individual responsibility, as each person will be held accountable by God.

44. The book of life is apparently a New Testament concept, although it may have been referenced implicitly by the authors of the Old Testament.  Ex. 32:32; Ps. 69:28; Isa. 4:3; Dan. 12:1

45. In Jewish thought, this book was understood as having the names of the righteous inscribed in it by God, which led to the ancient custom of keeping genealogies and national registers in Israel.  Neh. 7:5ff; Ps. 87:5-6

46. Just as these records were carefully inscribed and preserved, so God is understood to keep accurate and permanent records of both the righteous and the wicked.

a. This led to the Jewish idea that God keeps a record of all words and deed in Heaven in two books--one for the righteous and one for the wicked.  Jub. 30:20ff And we remember the righteousness which the man fulfilled during his life, at all periods of the year; until a thousand generations they will record it, and it will come to him and to his descendants after him, and he has been recorded on the heavenly tablets as a friend and a righteous man.  All this account I have written for thee, and have commanded thee to say to the children of Israel, that they should not commit sin nor transgress the ordinances nor break the covenant which has been ordained for them, (but) that they should fulfil it and be recorded as friends. But if they transgress and work uncleanness in every way, they will be recorded on the heavenly tablets as adversaries, and they will be destroyed out of the book of life, and they will be recorded in the book of those who will be destroyed and with those who will be rooted out of the earth.

b. According to later strict synagogue thought, fulfillments of the Law are put into one book and infringements of the Law into another.
47. Explicit references to the book of life are only found in the New Testament and most of them occur in the book of Revelation.  Phil 4:3; Rev. 3:5, 13:8, 17:8, 20:12,15, 21:27

48. Some have suggested that there are two books of life, one that contains that name of all people ever born (the book of physical life), and the Lamb’s book of life that contains the names of all believers only.

49. If such is the case, there would exist a revolving book of life that was continually having new names added to it, with those that died in unbelief having their names erased.

50. However, the plain statement of Revelation 17:8 is that the book of life was written before the foundation of the world and is not pictured as a work in progress.

51. Another view holds that there is a book of life that contains all the names of all the people that will ever exist and those that do not make the salvation adjustment will have their names blotted out at the point of physical death.

52. However, the phrase the book of life with or without the genitive of the Lamb is always found in the singular, leading to the conclusion that there is a singular book of life.

53. Further, there is no passage that can be adduced to support the contention that names are actually erased from the book of life, only that Jesus Christ will never erase the name of anyone recorded before the foundation of the world.

54. Psalm 69:28 is the only Old Testament passage the explicitly references the book of life, but that passage is not dealing with this same book of life that was written before the foundation of the world.

a. The NET Bible captures the meaning of this verse by translating it May their names be wiped out of the scroll listing the living!  Do not let their names be listed with the godly!
b. The scroll of life only occurs here in the Old Testament, and pictures a scroll or list containing the names of the citizens of a community

c. When an individual dies, that person’s name is erased/wiped out of the list; therefore, this is a vivid way of asking that his enemies die.

55. Someone has suggested that there is a singular book that has two types of entries in it, a set of entries for everyone that has ever been born, and a set for those that were chosen to salvation.

56. This suggestion allows God to erase or blot out the names of those that did not believe on the one list, while never recording them on the other one, the Lamb’s book of life.
57. However, our passage in Revelation does not say that their names were erased or blotted out, it says they were never written in the first place.

58. It seems that this is unnecessary and the more straightforward explanation is that there is one book, in which the names of all positive volition that were recorded before the foundation of the world.

59. Those that are negative did not have their names written, which indicates that there is no reason for  God to actually erase them.

60. This is in harmony with the attribute of immutability, which recognizes that God’s perfect record would have no reason to change.
61. We do recognize that there are more written accounts in the third heaven than just one, as seen in the use of the plural books at the Great White Throne judgment.  Rev. 20:12

62. As that verse makes clear, there are sets of books (plural) in which all of the unbeliever’s works are recorded and from which they shall be judged. 

63. Their works will not add up to +R, which they could have had imputed to them by simply believing in Christ, will reveal the level of their culpability, and will be the basis for their eternal punishment.  

64. The genitive of life is best viewed as a genitive of content, indicating that this book is comprised of the names of those that were destined to eternal life.

65. The verb qaumazw (thaumazo) expresses their reaction when they see the Antichrist and recognize that he is indeed who he says he is and has conquered death.

66. That verb expresses the human response when confronted with divine or supernatural activity and is translated by the terms wonder, be astonished, amazed, or marvel.  Rev. 13:3

67. Since it is a passive, the sense of being astonished communicates the intent.
68. The world of negative unbelievers is deceived by the resuscitation of this man from the dead, his satanic possession, which they clearly recognize as a supernatural event, and willingly follow after the beast.

69. As we noted in chapter 13, the preposition ovpi,sw (opiso—after, behind) implies a verb like went or followed, meaning that their amazement led them to follow after the beast as his disciples.

70. The source of their astonishment is detailed by the temporal participle of ble,pw (blepo—seeing), which indicates that they will be observing what they believe to be a true resurrection.

71. While the conjunction o[ti (hoti—that) has been classified by some as causal, it is better to understand it as introducing indirect discourse, which contains the content of what those in the world think as they observe the Antichrist.

72. What they clearly observe are the facts that the Antichrist had been alive on planet earth previously, he had not existed for an unspecified length of time, and that he was again present.

73. The threefold description of Antichrist in the first part of this verse is now slightly altered by changing the last word from come up to be present.
74. Many have noted that the threefold description forms a contrast to the threefold description of God.  Rev. 1:4,8

75. Further, the career of the beast is an evil parody of the career of the Lamb of God, who descends from Heaven and returns to it while the beast ascends from the abyss and then descends back into it.

76. The fact that Antichrist ascends from the abyss is an important concept that the world does not understand; they merely understand that he is again physically present with them.

77. The verb pa,reimi (pareimi) is used of persons and has the sense of arrive or show up, with a perfect sense of being present.
17:9 "Here is the mind which has wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains on which the woman sits,  {w-de (ab)--o` nou/j (n-nm-s) the thinking area, mind, intelligence--o` (dnms) e;cw (vppanm-s)--sofi,a (n-af-s) a variation on 13:18--h` e`pta,. kefalh, (n-nf-p)--e`pta, (a-cnn-p)--o;roj (n-nn-p)--eivmi, (vipa--3p)--o[pou (abr) in which place, where--h` gunh, (n-nf-s)--ka,qhmai (vipn--3s)--evpi, (pg)--auvto,j (npgn3p) with gen. emphasizes contact} 

17:10 and they are seven kings; five have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come; and when he comes, he must remain a little while.  {kai, (cc)--basileu,j (n-nm-p)--e`pta, (a-cnm-p)--eivmi, (vipa--3p)--o` pe,nte (apcnm-p)--pi,ptw (viaa--3p) have fallen, common way of expressing the demise of a leader, Ezek. 29:5--o` ei-j (apcnm-s)--eivmi, (vipa--3s) currently exists, and must be ruling--o` a;lloj (ap-nm-s)--ou;pw (ab) not yet, has still not--e;rcomai (viaa--3s)—kai, (cc)--o[tan (cs) whenever--e;rcomai (vsaa--3s)--ovli,goj (ab) of number, little, small, few, of time, a short time, briefly, which is seven years in this context--auvto,j (npam3s) accus.gen.ref. subject of meno--dei/ (vipa--3s)--me,nw (vnaa) comp.infin. to abide, remain, stay}

17:11 "And the beast which was and is not, is himself also an eighth, now he is one of the seven, and he goes to destruction.  {kai, (cc)--to. qhri,on (n-nn-s)--o[j (aprnn-s)--eivmi, (viia--3s)--kai, (cc)---ouv (qn)--eivmi, (vipa--3s)--kai, (ab) also--auvto,j (npnm3s) he--o;gdooj (a-onm-s) eighth, an eighth one--eivmi, (vipa--3s)--kai, (ch) better, Now, supply he—evk (pg)—to. e`pta, (apcgm-p) the original seven in the previous context, not one of the ten kings represented by the horns--eivmi, (vipa--3s)--kai, (cc)—eivj (pa)--avpw,leia (n-af-s) ruin, destruction, perdition--u`pa,gw (vipa--3s)}
Exposition vs. 9-11

1. Verse nine opens with a call for wisdom, much as we saw earlier with respect to the beast and the number of his name.  Rev. 13:18

2. In both places, one must be provided divine wisdom in order to solve the apocalyptic riddle.

3. Although the language is similar, in this context we are not required to do any calculations, we are merely provided the wisdom that explains the seven heads on the beast.

4. A very large number of interpreters from each of the four major schools of interpretation see the seven mountains as a symbol for the Seven Hills of Rome.

5. The seven heads are explicitly declared to represent seven mountains, which adjusted interpreters rightly understand as not being literal mountains.

6. There is no sound exegetical reason for identifying these seven mountains as the seven hills of Rome, and Seiss has called such an identification flimsy.
7. We have seen that the waters on which the woman was initially sitting did not represent literal waters, but represented peoples, multitudes, nations, and tongues.
8. In this case, the seven mountains represent seven kingdoms throughout history, over which the woman has exercised dominance.

9. The prophetic word uses the term mountains to refer to greater/larger kingdoms, while the term hills is used to denote lesser political powers.  Dan. 2:35; Isa. 2:2; Jere. 50:6, 51:25

10. The angel then informs John that the seven heads have a two-fold significance; they represent the kingdom in general and a specific monarch in that kingdom.

11. As we saw in chapter 13, these heads refer to seven successive world kingdoms represented by seven kings, all of whom supported the religious system of the prostitute.

12. The important aspect here is that the seven mountains/kingdoms and their king are mostly historical in nature and only one kingdom had not arisen at the time of writing.  

13. When dealing with the chronology of this passage, one should interpret the verb is as the present time in which John writes.

14. This means that the five kings that have fallen refer to historical kingdoms that existed before the time in which John wrote; he term fallen is to be understood as a euphemism for death.

15. The kingdom that is must refer to Rome, which was the dominant political power at the time John received this Revelation.

16. In that regard, it is correct to recognize that the heads represent kings and their empires, which follow one another chronologically.

17. The composite beast is designed to portray Satan’s agenda throughout history (the seven heads) along with his specific agenda in the final 7 years of Daniel's 70th week (the ten horns).

18. The seven heads/empires that form the backbone of Satan’s attempts against God’s plan must be identified in light of the explanation found here, which associates these heads with the great prostitute.  Rev. 17:3

19. Therefore, we are correct in identifying these seven heads as seven kingdoms, each of which have a known history with the mother/son cult.

20. The seven kingdoms are Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, Rome, and the Revived Roman Empire (the modern confederacy known as the EU currently).

21. The first five heads were in the historic past at the time John writes this book, Rome was in power at that time, and the other king was (and is) yet to be manifested in human history.

22. The kingdom that has not yet come will become manifest during the time that precedes Daniel's 70th week, and will be the dominant political force during the final seven years.

23. Once that kingdom has been sufficiently established, the kingdom will be given to the Antichrist, who is described as being an eighth, and is one of the seven.  Rev. 17:17

24. The king symbolism indicates that the antichrist is a man, a king from the pre-Roman past that must come from one of the five empires that have fallen.

25. This means that the coming Antichrist, who is defined as a man that was and is not, had to have an existence prior to 95 AD, not be alive at the time of writing, and have a future existence at an unspecified time.

26. The five specific kingdoms that preceded Rome include Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Medo-Persia, and Greece, each of which was home to its version of the mother/son cult.

a. Egypt worshiped the duo as Isis and Osiris.

b. In Assyria, the two were known as Bel and Ishtar.

c. Babylon employed the names of Bel or Merodach for the son and Astarte or Ishtar for the mother.

d. Medo-Persia knew the son as Mithra and the mother as Anahita.

e. In Greece, they were worshiped under the names of Plutus and Irene.

f. Rome knew them as Venus and Cupid.

27. Nebuchadnezzar was the most famous ruler of Babylon, but he must be disqualified since he became a believer and could not ascend from Hades.  Dan. 4:34-37

28. The most notable leader of Persia might be considered as a potential candidate; however, the Persian Empire never extended further west than Asia Minor.

29. The kings of the Assyrian Empire are largely unknown and would not be recognized by most contemporary cultures; again, their kingdom did not extend as far west as Asia Minor.

30. Egypt does offer the very attractive option of having many famous pharaohs; however, they must be eliminated since their kingdom never extended far northward from the African continent, and never into Europe.

31. The reason that the geographic and racial issue must be given serious consideration is related to the fact that one could not expect Europeans to embrace a leader that was not European himself.

32. This is documented by the current mentality that has been expressed by the former French Prime Minister, who said, “I feel European.  I want a Europe which affirms its own identity and stands out in the world.”
33. It is an obvious fact that the only empire among the first five that was European in origin (as Rome was) is the kingdom of Greece.

34. For this reason, we suggest that the best candidate for the Antichrist is Alexander the Great, who is the most famous ruler from heads one through five, and is the only one who is European.  

35. The beast that was and is not is now identified as an eighth king, indicating that he will receive his position out of the seventh and final kingdom.

36. This simply means that the seventh kingdom will be established and have a functioning leader, who will be replaced at some point by the resuscitated Antichrist.

37. That he is one of the seven indicates that he must come from the pre-Roman past since he was and is not at the time John records this.

38. While many interpreters suggest that this is a reference to Domitian as the eighth king, who is regarded as one of the seven because he was considered a second Nero, this does not fit the fact that the beast was and is not.
39. The end of verse 11 simply supplies us a summary statement about the end of Antichrist; we are not told anything here of his career, merely about his destruction.

40. While the Greek noun avpw,leia (apoleia—destruction) can refer to physical destruction, here it is used of the final, eternal destruction that is visited on the souls of all unbelievers as they suffer by association with Satan and his angels.  Matt. 25:41

41. The destruction of Antichrist is part of the Divine decrees and is the subject of prophecy.  Dan. 9:27; IIThess. 2:8; Rev. 19:19-20

17:12 "And the ten horns which you saw are ten kings, who have not yet received a kingdom, but they receive authority as kings with the beast for one hour.  {kai, (cc)—to. de,ka ke,raj (n-nn-p)--o[j (apran-p)--ei=don (viaa--2s)--de,ka (a-cnm-p)--basileu,j (n-nm-p) kings--eivmi, (vipa--3p)--o[stij (aprnm-p) of class, such a kind as, such as--basilei,a (n-af-s) kingdom, actually, their individual kingdoms--ou;pw (ab) not yet, still--lamba,nw (viaa--3p) to take hold of, to assume power in this context--avlla, (ch)--evxousi,a (n-af-s) authority, the right to act--w`j (cs) as, like, in the manner of--basileu,j (n-nm-p)--ei-j (a-caf-s)--w[ra (n-af-s) accus. of extent of time, one hour, 7 years--lamba,nw (vipa--3p) are having or holding power--meta, (pg)—to. qhri,on (n-gn-s) along with the beast}

17:13 "These have one purpose and they give their power and authority to the beast.  {ou-toj (apdnm-p) these kings--ei-j (a-caf-s) one--gnw,mh (n-af-s) 9X, lit. the faculty of knowing, mind, reason, opinion, purpose, intention--e;cw (vipa--3p) expresses their unity of resolve--kai, (cc)--h` du,namij (n-af-s) ability, power--kai, (cc)--evxousi,a (n-af-s)--auvto,j (npgm3p)—to. qhri,on (n-dn-s)--di,dwmi (vipa--3p) they give}

Exposition vs. 12-13

1. The teaching angel now moves to the prophetic significance of the ten horns, which were seen in chapter 13 and are now explained here.

2. As one might expect, there is some diversity of opinion as to how the ten horns of the beast are to be understood.

a. The historicist position tends to identify the ten kings as ten kingdoms, which existed in 532 AD, and include The Anglo-Saxons, The Franks, the Alleman-Franks, the Burgundic-Franks, the Visigoths, the Suevi, the Vandals, the Ostrogoths, the Bavarians, and the Lombards.

b. The preterist interpreters have varied opinions about the horns, with David Clark suggesting that the kings were countries subjected by Rome.

c. Adams indicates that he understands the ten horns to represent the provincial governors, who first gave their support to Rome, and in turn received their authority from her.

d. Russell concludes that this symbol denotes the auxiliary princes who were allies of Rome and took commands during the Jewish war.

e. Both Russell and Chilton do not take the number as literal, but as mystic or symbolic of something else.

f. The idealist interpreters like Wilson sees the ten kings as referring to the kings of the East, while Summers identifies them as the power of the Roman Empire in John’s day.

g. Alford see the kings as a future coalition of ten European kingdoms that will grow out of the fourth beast of Daniel. 

h. The futurists (Walvoord) see these ten kings in contrast to the seven heads of the beast as kings who rule not in succession but simultaneously at the end of time.

i. Most dispensationalists equate these ten horns with the ten toes of the image in Daniel 2, and the ten horns on the fourth beast in Daniel 7

3. As has consistently been the case in this book, we must first allow the text to speak for itself and consider each detail in context.

4. Ironically, if one studied all the interpretations of this book, he would likely find the truth by sifting through the individual passages that a given interpreter got correct.

5. A horn in the Word of God is a symbol for power, particularly the royal power that resides in the leader of a kingdom.  ISam. 2:10; Ps. 132:17; Jer. 48:25; Dan. 8:5,8

6. It is so used in this context since the angel makes it explicit that the horns represent ten kings that have not received their kingdom at that time.

7. Again, one must recognize that the angel is speaking to John in real time and the various words that relate to time in this chapter must be interpreted from John’s perspective.

8. Therefore, the beast that was and is not existed prior to the time John is hearing this but did not exist on the stage of human history in 96 AD.

9. When it states that he will arrive and that people will be astonished, it is speaking of a time that is future from time John is receiving this information.

10. In that same vein, when John is informed that these ten kings have not received a kingdom, it is to be understood that they had not received their right to rule at the time John records this.

11. The immediate context, which we will deal with more in this explanation, clearly states that these ten kings will engage in open warfare with the Lamb, which mandates that these ten kings be placed chronologically at the time just prior to the Second Advent.  Rev. 17:14, 19:19

12. As we have previously noted, the composite beast is designed to portray Satan’s agenda throughout history (the seven heads) along with his specific agenda in the final 7 years of Daniel's 70th week (the ten horns).

13. In order to fully appreciate what is related here, one should have a previous understanding of the mysterious beast that was introduced in the book of Daniel, which we will review here.  

Daniel 7:7 "After this I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast, dreadful and terrifying and extremely strong; and it had large iron teeth. It devoured and crushed, and trampled down the remainder with its feet; and it was different from every beast that was present with it, and it had ten horns.  { pref. B + m.s.n rt;a] used of time, after—m.s.adj. hn"D>--Peal pf. 2ms hw"h] periphrastic—Peal part.m.s. hz"x]—pref. B + m.p.n.const. Wzx/--d.a. + m.s.n. yleyle—and behold!—f.s.adj. y['ybir> fourth—f.s.n. aw"yxe—Peal pass.part. lx;D> verb means to fear, being feared, something dreadful or frightening—waw + f.s.adj. !t'm.yae 1X, the Hebrew cognate is translated terror or terrifying and connotes great fear—waw + f.s.adj. @yQiT; strong or mighty, cf. Dan. 2:40—f.s.adj. ryTiy: exceeding, surpassing—waw + f.dual.n. !ve teeth--rel.part. yDi const.state—m.s.n. lz<r>P;--f.p.adj. br;--pref. l + 3fs suff.—Peal part.f.s lk;a] –waw + Aphel part.f.s. qq;D> crushing or shattering—waw + Peal part.f.s. sp;r> 2X, to walk on, to tread or trample down—d.a. + m.s.n ra'v. 12X, that which is left over, the rest, remainder or remnant—pref. B + f.p.n.const. + 3fs suff. lg<r,--waw + pron. 3fs ayhi she, the beast—Pael pass.part.f.s hn"v' lit. to change, to be different—prep. !mi + m.s.n. lKo—d.a. + f.s.n. aw"yxe lit. from every beast--rel.part. yDi—prep. + 3fs suff. ~d'q\ in its presence, that was present with it—waw + pref. l + 3fs suff. to it, “it had”—f.s.adj. rf;[] 10—f.dual.n. !r,q, horns}  
Exposition vs. 7

1. Having examined the first three beasts in detail, Daniel turns his attention to the fourth living creature that arose from the turbulent sea.

2. Daniel is obviously fascinated by what he is seeing and consistently uses a periphrastic construction to express his intent observation of these creatures.

3. One reason for his rapt attention is the fact that Daniel did not have any clue as to what these creatures portrayed.  Dan. 7:16

4. Once again Daniel commands the reader to pay attention, emphasizing the importance of the information he records.

5. As he contemplates the fourth creature, Daniel does not liken the beast to any natural predator that is found on earth.

6. This beast is not depicted by an ordinary animal at all; it is a monster unlike anything that Daniel had ever seen.

7. Daniel spends more time observing this beast than he did the other three, giving a more detailed description about this very strange looking creature.

8. It should be observed that the beasts in Daniel represented the political aspects of the kingdom and did not appear to refer to the individual rulers as we see in Revelation.

9. Before he begins to give us a description of the animal, Daniel relates the impact that this sight had on him personally.

10. The first term dreadful has been used four times previously in this book and comes from a root that means to fear.
11. The peal passive participle means that which inspires fear or trepidation, and is translated by such words as awesome or dreadful.

12. The second term by which Daniel describes the beast is used only here and corresponds to a Hebrew term that connotes the concept of fear. 

13. Gesenius takes it to mean that which stuns or stupefies one, that which reduces one to a state of puzzlement, bewilderment, astonishment, or that which mystifies one.

14. The final term he uses to describe this creature deals with its overpowering strength or might.

15. The iron of the statue in chapter 2 was clearly identified as the Roman Empire, displacing the empire of Greece, and ruling the world for some six centuries.

16. The legs of iron in chapter two represented the first incarnation of the power that was ancient Rome.

17. The feet and ten toes portray the revival of the Roman Empire in latter history, actually occurring at the very end of human history, with the kingdom being destroyed by Jesus Christ Himself.  Dan. 2:34,44-45
18. The iron in both passages is used to convey that this kingdom has incredible military strength, since iron was the hardest of any material known to the ancient world.

19. Daniel observed that the beast had large iron teeth, with which is was eating its prey, crushing it with the teeth that were so hard that nothing could withstand their massive power.

20. Anything that fell from the mouth of this bizarre creature was trampled down by its feet.

21. The final observation Daniel makes is that the creature had ten horns, presumably on its head.

22. This beast represents a 10-nation confederacy that will ultimately be ruled by Antichrist himself.

23. The beast is the one tie point between chapter two and this chapter, being placed last in both passages.

24. In Daniel 2, the feet and toes are the last part of the image, indicating that this confederation would be found at the end of human history.

25. Daniel is amazed by this sight and makes note that this creature was nothing like any of the other creatures that existed in its presence.

26. The use of the preposition md'q\ (qadham—before, in its presence) forces the interpreter to recognize that all these beasts existed contemporaneously.

27. The primary reason this beast was different from those in its presence is found in the fact that it is not a single racial group or nation but is an aberration, something that does not exist naturally.

28. There does not appear to be another time in history when 10 individual nations willingly surrendered parts of their sovereignty to form a union from their combined strength.

29. The treaty that established the European Common Market was drafted in Rome on March 25, 1957, and put into action in 1958.

29. This treaty, which was designed to establish the member nations as a single, unified European Community, was originally endorsed by six member nations: Belgium, Germany, France, Italy, Luxembourg, and the Netherlands.

30. It has subsequently been endorsed by Denmark, Greece, Spain, Ireland, Portugal, Great Britain, and Northern Ireland, resolving to mark a new stage in the process of European integration in the European Communities.
31. The specific goal is the ending of the division of the European continent and the need to create firm bases for the construction of the future Europe.
32. This treaty is designed to confirm the solidarity that binds Europe and the overseas countries and desiring to ensure the development of their prosperity, in accordance with the principles of the Charter of the United Nations.
33. In December 1991, in the small town of Maastricht in the Netherlands, the European Union (EU) established the Maastricht Treaty, which was implemented to give the EU an opportunity to become a political and economic world superpower.

34. The treaty provides for a single European currency, common citizenship, common foreign and security policy, a more effective European Parliament, and a common labor policy.

35. These treaties have laid the groundwork for what we know will ultimately be a confederation of exactly ten member nations that will fulfill the prophecies in Daniel 2 and Daniel 7.

36. Some have suggested that the EU is actively working towards establishing a common Euro-Mediterranean area of peace, prosperity, and stability, thus cooperating with the PLO, Egypt, Lebanon, Jordan, and Algeria to create a Free Trade Area. 

37. In fact, the Arabs have long seen the European countries as being more sympathetic to their cause than the U.S., which they regard as biased towards Israel because of military and strategic ties.

38. This is the groundwork for the organization that we will refer to as the Revived Roman Empire (RRE), as the EU seeks to control the basic territory that was controlled by the original Roman Empire.

39. While the EU may not appear very formidable at this point, it will become the dominant force in world events, eventually using its considerable power in the Middle East conflict.

40. The teeth of iron that eat and crush its prey indicate that this union will involve a massive military force comparable to the might that was Imperial Rome, which was known for conquests that were unparalleled for their severity and thoroughness.

41. The devouring and crushing refer to military conquest, subjugation, and destruction; this beast operates through a reign of terror, inspiring fear in anyone who sees it.

42. As several interpreters have noticed, Rome could never get enough of conquest, having no interest in allowing the conquered nations to be developed; it let the nations be crushed and stamped underfoot.

43. The term remainder has a Hebrew counterpart that is clearly used of the remnant of believing Jews in the last days.  Isa. 10:20-22, 11:11

44. This beast, the RRE, will not militarily subjugate or destroy Israel, as seen in the fact that they are not eaten and chewed as the other enemies of the RRE will be.

45. However, the fact that this beast tramples down the remainder with its feet is designed to indicate that they will engage in persecution of the Jews.  Dan. 7:21,25; Rev. 13:7

46. The term horns is used in the Word of God to symbolize power, in this case the ten political rulers of the European nations in the last days.

47. Following the fall of the USSR and the apparent reality that the U.S. is now the only world superpower has not hindered the EU in becoming a viable economic force; it is a major trading partner with the U.S., generating billions of dollars in trade.

48. The EU states have forged into something that is compatible in terms of economic importance, and the EU is growing rapidly in terms of political influence.

49. As one reported has stated, “All EU members are part of the United Nations and are also members of NATO; when the EU is truly unified politically, it could be a juggernaut (an object or belief calling for blind devotion and ruthless sacrifice), so much so that there has been talk of calling the EU a superpower.”

50. The official poster for the United States of Europe shows ten stars (actually 10 inverted stars or pentagrams), with a notable eleventh star in the center, all sitting over the unfinished tower of Babel, with a sign stating Europe: Many tongues, one voice.
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14. This revival of the Roman Empire, which will occur at the end of human history, is portrayed in Daniel as a kingdom comprised of two distinct elements.

a. The ten toes of Daniel 2 represent the same ten horns/kings in Daniel 7 and the same time ten kings that are mentioned in Revelation.  Dan. 2:41, 7:24; Rev. 17:12

b. The fact that the toes are at the bottom of the statue is designed to portray the chronological reality that these kings will rule at the end of human history.

c. The feet and toes or comprised of two materials that do not readily adhere to each other, just as iron does not adhere to clay or terra cotta.  Dan. 2:41-43

d. This is designed to portray that the confederation is held together by a treaty and that there are fundamental differences among the individual nations that weaken the union.

e. One problem with the EU is that it is comprised of nations that have varying forms of government and there is no actual unity of political ideologies.

f. Some in the union promote fascism, some socialism, some nationalism, and some promote anarchism.

g. They are further divided over issues such as international politics, such as how to develop third world countries, the politics of the Middle East, such as how to combat terrorism and deal with Israel, and environmental politics to name but a few. 

15. The ten horns or our passage are identical to the ten horns of the beast in Daniel 7, who are already established by the time Antichrist appears on the historical scene after them.  Dan. 7:8,24

16. The little horn is a reference to the Antichrist, who is identified in Revelation as the beast, with whom these political leaders will share power for one hour.
17. As we have seen previously, the term one hour is technical in this book for the entire period of Daniel's 70th week, a term of exactly seven years.

18. When it states that they will receive authority as kings with the beast for one hour it does not mean that they will not have power before that hour.

19. What it does mean is that at some point in their organization they will willingly consent to have the Antichrist as their leader, surrendering some of their power to him.

20. They will not apparently be coerced into this course of action since verse 13 indicates that they are unified and willingly give their power and authority to the beast.
21. This section dealing with the ten kings (Rev. 17:12-13) consistently uses the present tense to describe their absolute support of the beast.

22. The verbs should be viewed as continuing presents to indicate that these kings willingly and continuously offer their allegiance to the beast.

23. The Greek phrase that is translated they have one purpose employs the noun gnw,mh (gnome), which first means the mind as the instrument of knowing, then the direction of one’s thinking, his intention, disposition, or will, and finally the result of one’s consideration, his resolve, decision, or purpose.

24. A couple of interpreters (Van Unnik, Aune) point out that this is an idiom from the arena of politics during the first century and it speaks of unanimity on the part of those involved.

25. While a number of interpreters have suggested that their purpose is defined for us in the verse that follows, there is no indication from this verse that they recognize that their course of action will result in open war with God’s Son.

26. More likely, their purpose is one that is driven by what kings generally have pursued--power, fame, wealth, ease, conquest, and invincibility.

27. It seems that these men are driven by the one goal they have of world domination, and are willing to take the path that looks to guarantee them the greatest success.

28. At some point, these individual leaders recognize the rising star of Antichrist and are quite willing to place their cause in his hands.

29. There is little doubt that he will be promising what all politicians have promised through the ages; prosperity, peace, expansion of the kingdom, etc.

30. In fact, it would appear that the promises of Antichrist will go far beyond what others have offered and will he will offer the potential for a global utopia, with the ten kings entrenched in positions of power at the top.

31. One would also suspect that his resuscitation, his historical and current reputation, and the deeds he performs will have a powerful impact on the leaders of the RRE, causing them to willingly give him the authority to lead the union.

32. The fact that we saw the woman sitting on the beast at the beginning of this chapter is designed to indicate that his initial rise to power will occur with her being in a dominant position over him.

33. It is during the first 3½ years of Daniel's 70th week that he allows the mother/son cult to do as it pleases and appear to maintain her position of superiority.

34. As we will see in the verses that follow, that period of dominance will not last the entire seven years and the Antichrist will extract the most gruesome of penalties from her.  Rev. 17:16

17:14 "These will wage war against the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them, because He is Lord of lords and King of kings, and those who are with Him are the called and chosen and faithful."  {ou-toj (apdnm-p) these kings--meta, (pg) against in context—to. avrni,on (n-gn-s)--poleme,w (vifa--3p)--kai, (ch)--to. avrni,on (n-nn-s)--nika,w (vifa--3s) conquer, defeat--auvto,j (npam3p)--o[ti (cs) causal--ku,rioj (n-nm-s)--ku,rioj (n-gm-p)--eivmi, (vipa--3s)--kai, (cc)--basileu,j (n-nm-s)--basileu,j (n-gm-p)--kai, (cc)--o` (dnmp+) the ones--meta, (pg) along with--auvto,j (npgm3s)--klhto,j (a--nm-p) called, invited--kai, (cc)--evklekto,j (a--nm-p) elected, selected, chosen--kai, (cc)--pisto,j (a--nm-p) trusty, loyal, faithful, reliable}
Exposition vs. 14

1. This verse now moves from the rise of Antichrist and the associated ten kings to the time of the end and the activity in which they will engage.

2. There does not appear to be anything in the text that indicates that this was their initial desire; however, this verse documents that this alliance is antagonistic to the Lamb and will engage in open warfare with Him.

3. This verse is merely designed to be a summary anticipation of the final battle (Rev. 19:19), and does not mention anything that has transpired prior to this battle.

4. For instance, we know that three of the kings in the alliance will attempt to withstand the Antichrist at some level and will pay the penalty for their rebellion.  Dan. 7:8

5. The destruction of the three kings will certainly send a message to anyone that is considering opposing Antichrist in the future.

6. The nature of the alliance is apparently not materially affected and the confederation will move on in its new form, no doubt with Antichrist now demanding greater allegiance.

7. Secondly, that latter portion of this chapter details the destruction of the great prostitute at the hands of the Antichrist and the ten kings.  Rev. 17:16

8. We are not provided a time for the destruction of the European version of the mother/son cult, but most interpreters place it around the middle of Daniel's 70th week.

9. This is based on the satanic possession of Antichrist and his ascension into the Temple as he presents himself as God.   IIThess. 2:4

10. It appears from that time forward he will not countenance any rivals for the affection of those he rules.

11. European Catholicism will become the object of his murderous rage and those involved in that system will pay the price for their years of fornication with the kings of the earth.

12. Their attempt to defeat the Lamb (that is the purpose for waging war) will not meet with success and the Lamb will overcome them.

13. The verse certainly appears to state that the warfare with the Lamb will be concluded by the Lamb alone.

14. In other words, there does not appear to be any verse that indicates that anyone besides the Lamb will engage in the battle with these evil kings.

15. The reason for His victory is introduced by a o[ti (hoti) clause that follows, which states that He is Lord of lords and King of kings.
16. This was a somewhat familiar concept in the Roman Empire since the Roman emperor was called king of kings because he presided over the vassal kings of the empire.

17. However, anyone claiming to have an absolute reign must be viewed as a pretender to the throne in light of the absolute sovereignty of the Lamb.

18. Both these titles were applied to God in the LXX (Deut. 10:17; Ps. 136:3; Dan. 2:47), in intertestamental literature (IIMacc. 13:4; IEnoch 9:4), and in the New Testament.  ITim. 6:15

19. Yahweh is viewed as the Lord of lords and King of kings, and the same title is applied to the Lamb as the glorified God/man.

20. Given this context relating to religious Babylon, the title is especially pertinent since ancient kings would use this title of themselves.  Ezek. 26:7; Dan. 2:37

21. At this point, we are told nothing about the war, but it will be described more fully in Revelation 19:11-21.

22. The next phrase is quite unusual in that this is the only place in this book where the first two terms called and chosen are found.

23. The phrase itself is somewhat ambiguous since it does not specifically identify the group in view, nor does it explicitly indicate what their precise role is.

24. Two options are available; the first merely views this group as being with Him in Heaven in a general sense, while the second would suggest that they are accompanying Him at the time of the open warfare.

25. The immediate context would suggest that they accompany Him at the time of the battle, and should likely be identified as the armies of Heaven.  Rev. 19:14

26. Two things are quite important here, the first being that there is no verse that ever indicates in any way that angels ride horses.

27. The second important point is that the first term called is likewise never used of angels.

28. Therefore, this group (which I view as the same group in view in Rev. 19) must be comprised of human beings and not angels.

29. Three distinct things are said about the accompanying group as seen in the three adjectives that are used to define them.

30. The first is that they are called, which relates to God’s directive plan for their lives, and is used in the New Testament generally of one who has accepted an invitation to one thing or another.  Rom. 1:1, 8:28

31. The initial call to salvation is contained in the good news, which is the Ph1 invitation to join the plan of God and accept His will for your life.

32. As we know, many hear the call and refuse to comply with the terms of the invitation and so reject the grace of God for their lives.  Matt. 22:14

33. In this and other contexts, the implication is that the call was effectual; the person invited complied with the terms and obeyed the summons.

34. The second term chosen is the translation of the Greek adjective evklekto,j (eklektos) and emphasizes the eternal choice of God before the foundation of the world.  

35. Since His choice cannot be less than effectual, this term may be used in a technical sense as a title for believers.  Matt. 24:24; Rom. 8:33

36. While the final adjective focuses on the quality of faithfulness or loyalty that characterizes adjusted believers, it can also be used in a general sense for believers.  Acts 10:45, 16:1; Gal. 3:9

37. However, throughout this book the term has been consistently used to denote that that manifest allegiance to the Lord.  Rev. 2:10,13

38. While I was not initially inclined to see the church involved in this verse and the one in chapter 19, it seems that there is no other group that fits these two contexts.

39. The church is the only group that can reasonably be identified by these three adjectives, being the only wave of resurrection that has been made experientially perfect.

40. Further, they were promised exemption from the entire seven years of Daniel's 70th week (Rev. 3:10) and are the only body of believers that is fully assembled.

41. What we are not told here or in the future is whether or not believers will actually engage in the warfare or if the Lamb wages war by Himself.

42. There are conflicting opinions regarding this issue with some suggesting that there is no actual battle since the sword that comes from His mouth ends the conflict in an instant.  Rev. 19:15

43. Others (Miller) see the promises to overcomers to shatter them like pottery as indicating that the saints will participate with Him in the destruction of the evil forces.  Rev. 2:27

44. This is another passage about which dogmatism would appear to be unwise.

Doctrine of Foreknowledge, Election, and Predestination

17:15 And he said to me, "The waters which you saw where the harlot sits, are peoples and multitudes and nations and tongues.  {kai, (cc)--le,gw (vipa--3s)--evgw, (npd-1s)—to. u[dwr (n-nn-p)--o[j (apran-p)--ei=don (viaa--2s)--ou- (abr) on which, where--h` po,rnh (n-nf-s) the prostitue--ka,qhmai (vipn--3s)--lao,j (n-nm-p)--kai, (cc)--o;cloj (n-nm-p) a multitude, crowd--eivmi, (vipa--3p)--kai, (cc)--e;qnoj (n-nn-p)--kai, (cc)--glw/ssa (n-nf-p) languages}

Exposition vs. 15

1. Although the angel initially indicated that he would explain the images to John, thus far he has limited the interpretation to the beast that was seen carrying the woman.

2. He now turns explicitly to the woman and will complete the interpretation by describing the identity and the fate of the great prostitute.

3. This verse now introduces a fact that was not previously recorded by John but was mentioned by the angel in the introduction to this vision.  Rev. 17:1

4. In this case, we do not have to hazard any guesses about the fact that the waters are not to be taken literally but are to be understood as representing something else.

5. As Walvoord has explained, “when water is mentioned in Revelation, it should be generally taken literally.  The fact that a symbolic meaning is specifically assigned to it here indicates that this is the exception to the usual rule.”
6. The only other time out of the 18 times that water is used in this book when one should not take it literally was found in Rev. 12:15.

7. While John never specifically mentions seeing the waters, it is clear from verse 15 that he did.

8. Astonishingly enough, the four schools of interpretation are quite united on the fact that the woman is to be identified as papal Rome, the final incarnation of the mother/son cult.

9. The only exception seems to be found in the Preterist School, which Chilton and others identify as Jerusalem.

10. He states that “Jerusalem could be portrayed as being seated on many waters (the nations) because of the great and pervasive influence the Jews had in all parts of the Roman Empire before the destruction of Jerusalem.”
11. In some cases, the preterist interpreters cite Ezekiel 16:37-41 as being a prophecy that is now fulfilled by the Roman destruction of Jerusalem.

12. However, they do not appear to deal with the fact that the prostitute is destroyed by a confederation of ten kings and not by a single empire.

13. The waters are now explicitly identified for us as representing peoples, multitudes, nations, and tongues.
14. Although the language is not precisely the same, the very similar phrase tribe, people, tongue, and nation is used several times to denote a global situation as opposed to a local one.  Rev. 5:9, 13:7, 14:6

15. From the relatively small beginning at the tower of Babel, the woman has expanded her base of operations to encompass all the nations of the world.

16. In that regard, religious Babylon serves as a satanic counterfeit of the kingdom of God, which will eventually expand to dominate the world.  Dan. 2:44-45

17. Again, it is important to remember that we are dealing with an entity that has existed from thousands of years, but focusing primarily on the final incarnation that will exist at the time of Daniel's 70th week.

18. Throughout history, the Roman Catholic Church has exhibited the power to dominate the leaders of nations and those that dwell in that nations.

19. This is truly an international organization that has no regard for national boundaries and has exercised great control over the areas she has infiltrated.

20. The use of the verb ka,qhmai (kathemai—sitting) is a vivid present tense to denote the ongoing nature of her domination and control of those that she rules.

21. The Papacy had laid claim sporadically to the primacy of Christendom in the first five centuries AD, but these claims had either been denied or ignored by those to whom they had been addressed.

22. In the records of the great Councils of the fifth century, we can see the Bishops of Rome coming to assume explicitly the dominant position which their successors have continued to exercise over those they deem to be under their control.

23. At the Council of Nicea (325 AD), the sixth canon stated, “The Bishop of Alexandria shall have jurisdiction over Egypt, Libya, and Pentapolis. As also the Roman bishop over those subject to Rome.”
24. The authority of Rome continued to grow over the years and by 1302 AD Boniface VIII asserted papal authority over the temporal powers of the world in the Unam Sanctam bull stating, “Urged by faith, we are obliged to believe and to maintain that the Church is one, holy, catholic, and also apostolic. We believe in her firmly and we confess with simplicity that outside of her there is neither salvation nor the remission of sins…Hence we must recognize the more clearly that spiritual power surpasses in dignity and in nobility any temporal power whatever, as spiritual things surpass the temporal. This we see very clearly also by the payment, benediction, and consecration of the tithes, but the acceptance of power itself and by the government even of things. For with truth as our witness, it belongs to spiritual power to establish the terrestrial power and to pass judgement if it has not been good. Thus is accomplished the prophecy of Jeremias concerning the Church and the ecclesiastical power: "Behold today I have placed you over nations, and over kingdoms" and the rest. Therefore, if the terrestrial power err, it will be judged by the spiritual power; but if a minor spiritual power err, it will be judged by a superior spiritual power; but if the highest power of all err, it can be judged only by God, and not by man…”
25. As church historian Richard M. Bennett has clearly understood, “Control of civil law and law among European nations is what the Catholic Church thrived on through the Dark and the Middle Ages. This control was the primary underpinning of her power during the six hundred years of the Inquisition and in the growth of her religious power system generally throughout the centuries. Her ability to grow in strength and numbers is always in proportion to her legal agreements with any nation. In the nations where she has legal concordats with the civil governments, she succeeds both in holding down the Gospel and in simultaneously furthering her position as keeper of the ubiquitous, highly sensuous, and most effective sacramental system known to modern man. The structure of the Roman Catholic Church is a totalitarian hierarchy. It must never be forgotten that the Roman Papacy is an absolute, unlimited, tyrannical monarchy, a worldly, secular government. It has its territorial dominions; it had its court, ambassadors, detective force, legislature, jurisprudence, advocates, prison, taxes, bank, concordats, ambitious plans and policy, is more widely spread than any secular nation and entrenched in many countries.”
26. It is estimated that over one billion people belong to this organization worldwide and the Roman Catholic Church exists in virtually every nation on the planet.

27. There is little doubt that the Roman Catholic Church is actively pursuing an agenda that brings all religions together under a single banner—theirs.

28. There has been an active attempt to bring “churches with defects” back to the fold of the Roman Catholic Church, which has conducted ecumenical negotiations with Anglicans, Evangelical Protestants, Mennonites, Lutherans, and others to achieve the desired unity.

29. "Evangelicals and Catholics Together: The Christian Mission in the 3rd. Millennium" is a 25-page document attempting to foster ecumenical unity.

30. It was originated by Chuck Colson and Catholic social critic Richard John Neuhaus, was signed by 40 noted evangelical and Catholic leaders including Pat Robertson, heads of the Home Mission Board and Christian Life Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention, Bill Bright (founder of Campus Crusade for Christ), Mark Noll of Wheaton University, Jesse Miranda (Assemblies of God), Richard Mauw (President, Fuller Seminary), J.I. Packer (noted author) and Herbert Schlossberg (Anglican leader).

31. This is merely the beginning of the ecumenical push that will seek to organize all religions under the banner of the Roman Catholic Church.

32. It seems reasonable to conclude that this massive worldwide organization will undoubtedly become the major religious player left on planet earth following the rapture.

33. This is based on the fact that those that are seeking salvation by works (which is precisely what millions are doing, especially in this organization) will be left behind and will no doubt continue to pursue the religion that they have based their hopes on.

34. The Catholic Church will no doubt continue on the path it has chosen and may very well attract a new following after the rapture.

35. As we will find out, the immense influence of this organization will not save her when her lovers decide that she is expendable.

17:16 "And the ten horns which you saw, and the beast, these will hate the harlot and will make her desolate and naked, and will eat her flesh and will burn her up with fire.  {kai, (cc)--to. de,ka ke,raj (n-nn-p)--o[j (apran-p)--ei=don (viaa--2s)--kai, (cc)--to. qhri,on (n-nn-s)--ou-toj (apdnm-p)--mise,w (vifa--3p) to hate or detest--h` po,rnh (n-af-s)--kai, (ch)--evrhmo,w (vprpaf-s) to make desolate, to lay waste, to reduce to nothing--poie,w (vifa--3p)--auvto,j (npaf3s)--kai, (cc)--gumno,j (a--af-s) naked, exposed—kai, (cc)--h` sa,rx (n-af-p)--auvto,j (npgf3s)--evsqi,w (vifd--3p) they will eat for themselves--kai, (cc)--auvto,j (npaf3s)--katakai,w (vifa--3p) to burn up, consume with fire, incinerate—evn (pi)--pu/r (n-dn-s)}

Exposition vs. 16

1. The ten horns, which had been previously identified as ten kings who have not yet received a kingdom represent ten leaders of Europe that form an alliance with the Antichrist.  Rev. 17:12

2. As has been alluded to earlier, the ten kings and the beast have a unity in their agendas that cause them to cooperate in a most precise manner.

3. The final incarnation of the mother/son cult, the Roman Catholic Church has made her mark in history by means of religion and politics.

4. What has served her so well in the past will not be of any value in the future when the political establishment will finally put the prostitute in her place.

5. As we initially observed in this vision, the woman was in the dominant position of authority over the beast, riding European politics as she typically has throughout her history.

6. There can be little doubt that the Antichrist recognizes the value of ecumenical religion and will cooperate (or appear to cooperate) with the leadership of the mother/son cult to advance his own agenda.

7. The apparent alliance between the leadership of the Revived Roman Empire and the Roman Catholic Church seems to exist during the first part of Daniel's 70th week only.

8. At some point, the Antichrist recognizes that he no longer needs the prostitute and the ten primary leaders of the union agree wholeheartedly with him.

9. There can be little doubt that the political leadership of Europe over the centuries has had more than its share of interference from the Pope.

10. It can be readily documented that from the fifth century AD until the time of the Reformation Catholic power in the political realm was simply a fact of life for the temporal powers in Europe.

11. Even in modern times, the Roman Catholic Church has been busy in the politics of Europe and Spain is a good example of some of their work.

a. The Church and state have been closely linked in Spain for centuries. 

b. With the reinstitution of the Inquisition in Spain in the fifteenth century, the state employed draconian measures to enforce religious unity in an effort to ensure political unity. 

c. Strong measures to separate church and state were enacted under the short-lived Second Republic, but they were nullified by the victorious Nationalists. 

d. In the early years of the Franco regime, church and state had a close and mutually beneficial association. 

e. The loyalty of the Roman Catholic Church to the Francoist state lent legitimacy to the dictatorship, which in turn restored and enhanced the church's traditional privileges

12. Their very secretive society called Opus Dei (Latin for work of God) is theoretically engaged in advancing the agenda of the Pope with respect to the place of women, reproductive issues, abortion, and the like.

13. Their goal is to place members in influential positions and thereby impose policies society-wide deriving from Roman Catholic belief.

14. Opus Dei pursues the Vatican's agenda through the presence of its members in secular governments and institutions and through a vast array of academic, medical, and grassroots pursuits.

15. Opus Dei does not publish the names of its members, and many Opus Del members do not make public their membership in the organization.

16. While this organization has listed only just over 80,000 members worldwide, its power is out of all proportion to this relatively small total.

17. Opus Dei’s strategy of recruiting, influencing, and nurturing a highly educated elite explains the organization’s focus on recruitment of students, intellectuals, professionals, and the wealthy.

18. Through its members and sympathizers, Opus Dei is strongest in the media, medicine, the judiciary, university education, finance, and politics, with its greatest political strength in Europe and South America

19. They have successfully infiltrated the highest levels of government in France, Italy, Germany, Austria, Portugal, Spain, and the EU.

20. In Europe, Opus Dei has concentrated with strategic precision on vital activities: opinion forming among academics through frequent conferences, the operation of institutions of higher education.

21. Their work includes the foundation of bioethics and other research institutes across the continent, involvement with the medical community, which includes the construction of two hospitals.

22. It has come to have such a political presence at the highest levels of governments and European political institutions, completing a direct line from the Vatican to the secular heart of Europe.

23. However, as some of their critics have noted, the real agenda this organization advances is determined to create a World Government under the Pope.

24. Many have recognized that the Catholic Church has never rescinded their claims to temporal power, and the agenda has and is that of one world government under one world religion.

25. Given ancient and modern history of the Roman Catholic Church and its involvement in the political realm, it should come as no surprise that the leadership of the EU and the Antichrist would eventually have enough of it.

26. When that happens, it will no longer be any secret that they will hate her, which should be viewed as ingressive and translated they will begin to hate her.
27. The physical reality that is portrayed here is the mutual disdain and disgust that characterizes the relationship between a prostitute and her clients.

28. While some have suggested that prostitution is morally neutral, the fact is that it is a degrading lifestyle that violates the biblical relationship between right man and right woman.

29. Even some unbelievers have noted that prostitution reflects a disrespectful attitude, which is expressed in the nonchalant use of the human body as a mere means to achieve some goal.

30. In an article entitled Moral Reflections on Prostitution the author notes that  “Prostitution defies the limits of respectful sexual relations, because it offers a monetary substitute for mutual desire and concern and, hence, that it is a morally questionable and harmful activity.”

31. She goes on to state that “Both the client and the prostitute attempt to use the other as a mere means to an end, but neither achieves his or her original objective, because their ends are self-contradictory.”
32. Given what we know of the emotional relationship between prostitutes and their clients, it should come as no surprise that when the kings and Antichrist turn on the prostitute it would be fatal to her.

33. We are told four specific things about that they will do to the prostitute, but all will flow from their hatred for that organization.

34. The next phrase that they will make her desolate and naked points to a radical depopulation, as seen in the use of the verb evrhmo,w (eremoo).

35. This verb is only used passively in the New Testament, and has the nuances of being brought to ruin, being devastated, destroyed, or depopulated.

36. The Antichrist will move to eliminate the institution and those that represent it will suffer physical death at his hands.

37. The next fact is that he will make her naked, which is designed to signify shame of the worst sort, as this organization is exposed for what it truly is.

38. The Antichrist and his confederation will strip the Roman Catholic Church of its wealth and overt trappings of luxury, resulting in the overt destruction of the institution.

39. The final two clauses in verse 16 convey an idiom for complete and utter destruction.

40. The first fact that they will eat her fleshes (Gk. plural) is a figure for devouring that which the prostitute possesses.

41. The wealth of the Roman Catholic Church, its buildings, it property, and anything else it possesses will be confiscated, its leaders will be killed, and anything else will be destroyed.

42. That is the force of the final clause about being burned with fire, which emphasizes the destruction of that which is deemed to be of no value by the confederation.

43. They may well confiscate the land, strip the buildings of anything they desire, and then simply torch what they do not take.

44. It has been noted that the entire series of steps by which the prostitute is destroyed seems to be built on an Old Testament passage concerning judgment on Jerusalem.  Ezek 23:25-29

45. The relgious entity called Babylon, which sought political alliances and temporal power will in the end be destroyed by a political alliance.

17:17 "For God has put it in their hearts to execute His purpose by having a common purpose, and by giving their kingdom to the beast, until the words of God should be fulfilled.  {ga,r (cs)--o` qeo,j (n-nm-s)--di,dwmi (viaa--3s)—eivj (pa)—h` kardi,a (n-af-p)--auvto,j (npgm3p)--poie,w (vnaa) epexegetic--h` gnw,mh (n-af-s) 9X, the faculty of knowing, intention, resolve, purpose--auvto,j (npgm3s)--kai, (cc)--poie,w (vnaa)--ei-j (a-caf-s)--gnw,mh (n-af-s) one purpose, unified in their approach--kai, (cc)--di,dwmi (vnaa)--h` basilei,a (n-af-s)--auvto,j (npgm3p)—to. qhri,on (n-dn-s)--a;cri (cs) until--tele,w (vifp--3p) will be finished, completed, fulfilled--o` lo,goj (n-nm-p)--o` qeo,j (n-gm-s)}

17:18 "Now the woman whom you saw is the great city, which reigns over the kings of the earth."  {kai, (cs) now--h` gunh, (n-nf-s)--o[j (apraf-s)--ei=don (viaa--2s)--eivmi, (vipa--3s)--h` po,lij (n-nf-s)--h`  me,gaj (a--nf-s)--h` e;cw (vppanf-s)--basilei,a (n-af-s) royal power, dominion, rule--evpi, (pg)--o` basileu,j (n-gm-p)--h` gh/ (n-gf-s)}

Exposition vs. 17-18

1. Verse 17 provides an explanation for why the beast and the ten kings act as they do; focusing on the Divine plan that operates behind the scenes of human history.

2. The phrase God has put it in their hearts is recognized as an ancient idiom for Divine guidance and is found in the Old Testament.  Ex. 35:34; Neh. 2:12, 7:5; Ezra 7:27

3. The continued use of the verb di,dwmi (didomi—gave) throughout this book is designed to emphasize the absolute control that God has over the forces of evil.

4. The aorist tense, which is found in the context of a number of future tenses, is classified as proleptic and stresses the certainty of the event.

5. This verse reinforces the doctrine that God is in complete control of political history and that His eternal purposes will be completely fulfilled.

6. God remains aloof, but uses the blasphemous actions of the world religions and governments to fulfill His own purposes.

7. While it is clear from this verse that God is going to influence these ten kings, it should be equally clear that He does so without violating their volition.

8. The verb is followed by a series of three infinitive phrases, which actually function epexegetically with the verb has put.
9. The first thing God has guided these ten kings to do is to execute His purpose.

10. While they are completely in accord with one another and are busily pursuing their own evil agenda, God is using their machinations to advance his eternal plan.

11. The Greek noun gnw,mh (gnome—purpose) first denotes the mind as the instrument of knowing, then the direction of that thinking process, and finally the result of one’s consideration, his resolve or purpose.

12. The second two infinitives denote how they accomplish the purpose of God as it focuses on human and divine agreement with respect to the unity of the ten kings.

13. The Divine will now corresponds with their human intentions as these ten kings pursue their unified agenda for global domination.

14. They are in complete accord, as seen in the phrase having a common purpose.
15. In their common plan, they willingly give their kingdoms (the power and authority of them) to the Antichrist.

16. This forms the historical framework in which the leaders of the EU will willingly destroy the religious organization that has flourished for so many centuries in Europe.

17. There is little doubt that the Roman Catholic Church is the religious institution that has the deepest roots in European culture.

18. The Divine will is for this prostitute to be destroyed by that which she has so eagerly pursued her entire career.

19. In all this, the ultimate purpose is seen in the final phrase of verse 17 and focuses on the exact fulfillment of the prophetic word.

20. This destruction by the beast and his confederation is the judgment about which John was informed at the beginning of this chapter.  Rev. 17:1

21. The plural words of God not only focuses on the decreed destruction of religion Babylon, but to all the prophecies that will be fulfilled by the Second Advent.

22. The final element of the vision that the angel now explicitly interprets is the actual identification of the woman, who was introduced first in this chapter.

23. Interpreters are amazingly unified in their understanding that the seat of papal power is the city in view in our verse.

24. The city is described as the great city, which points to its notoriety and its importance.

25. The next adjectival phrase points out that this particular city has an influence that is disproportionate to what we would expect from any city.

26. The noun basilei,a (basileia) refers to the abstract concept of power exercised by a king, and is translated variously as reign, sovereignty, or rule.
27. The present participle having is designed to denote the normal state of affairs, in which religious Babylon exercises her power over the kings of the earth.
28. It is readily documentable that the Vatican is constantly interfering in American politics without any threat of congressional investigation.

29. Such intervention occurs not only in the United States but across the world, defending what it sees to be its spiritual, temporal, and economic interests. http://www.population-security.org/swom-97-07.htm
30. The Vatican clearly views itself as the ruler of a theocratic world state, with the authority to tell legislators in democratic nations what they must or must not legislate.

31. The Vatican has, according to Paul Blanshard in American Freedom and Catholic Power, “a full civil government with a flag, a police force, courts and postage stamps. It issues currency and passports to its citizens, and has a large and active diplomatic corps.”

32. As Avro Manhattan wrote in The Vatican and World Politics, “For Catholicism, notwithstanding its enormous loss in numbers and influence, is more alive and aggressive than ever, and exercises a greater influence on the national and international events which culminated in the First and Second World Wars than at first seems possible.”

33. He continued to state, “This power of the Catholic Church to interfere in social and political spheres is rendered infinitely more dangerous by the fact that it is not limited to any given country: it reaches all countries in which there are Catholics. Thus there is no continent where the Pope cannot influence, to a greater or less degree, the social and political life of the community.”
34. Again, many have noted that the influence exercise by the Vatican over national and international politics that belies its size.

35. Although she has pursued political alliances over the centuries and very often been successful in her endeavors, this final alliance will prove to be her undoing.

36. God uses the evil leaders of Europe and the Antichrist to do His will and eliminate religious Babylon from the stage of human history.

37. As we have seen, God often uses evil individuals to accomplish His will and then in turn judges them for their evil.  

38. In this case, the illicit lovers became the agents of God punishment, performing what God had promised on His behalf.

Doctrine of Religious Babylon
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