DOCTRINE OF SUFFERING

I. 
Preliminary considerations.

A. Suffering is defined as bearing or undergoing something which causes pain, grief, distress or injury.

B. This doctrine will focus on the believer and the Divine viewpoint respecting our sufferings in time.

C. Suffering is a normal and regular feature of the Christian way of life and those that advocate otherwise are not sound in the faith.  IPet. 5:10

D. The believer faces some of the same sufferings or tests that are common to all members of the human race.  ICor. 10:13

E. The difference is that the positive, adjusting believer has the knowledge that his sufferings all work together for his ultimate good.  Rom. 8:28

In the midst of sufferings the believer can have inner peace.  Jn. 16:33

II. Vocabulary.

A. There are no specific Hebrew words for suffering but several non-technical words are used to describe various aspects of pain or suffering.

B. Greek vocabulary.

1. pa,scw (pascho), verb, 42X, to suffer.

a. pa,qhma (pathema), n. noun, 16X, that which one suffers or has suffered; externally, a suffering, misfortune, calamity or affliction.

b. paqhto,j (pathetos), adj., 1X, one with the capacity for suffering, subject to suffering.

c. sumpa,scw (sumpascho), verb, 2X, to suffer with some one else.

d. propa,scw (propascho), verb, 1X, to suffer before.

      2.  kakouce,w (kakoucheo), verb. 2X, to be ill treated, to be oppressed, to suffer.

a. sugkakouce,omai (sugkakoucheomai), verb, 1X, to suffer persecution or affliction with someone.

3. kakopaqe,w (kakopatheo), verb, 4X, to endure hardship  or troubles, to be afflicted or suffer.

a. kakopa,qeia (kakopatheia), f. noun, 1X, the suffering of evil, trouble or hardship.

sugkakopaqe,w (sugkakopatheo), verb,  1X,  to  suffer hardship together with someone.

III. Suffering is a regular part of the experience of the believer in the cosmos.

A. Jesus taught His disciples to expect it.  Jn.  15:18-21, 16:1-4,33, 17:14

B. Paul briefed new converts on the certainty of it.   Acts 14:22; IThess. 3:1-4

C. Peter devotes an entire epistle to dealing with suffering in the CWL.

1. The primary thrust of the first epistle of Peter is the category of undeserved suffering.  1:6

2. When handled according to doctrine, this type of suffering brings eternal blessing to the believer.  4:12-13

3. It is to be distinguished from deserved suffering or divine discipline, which comes to the believer as a result of STA activity.  IPet. 2:20, 3:17

4. Acclimating to undeserved suffering procures:

a. The approbation of God.  2:19-20

b. Blessing in time.  3:14, 4:14

c. SG3, blessing in eternity.  4:13

d. Spiritual growth.  5:10

IV. There is a variety and an abundance of sufferings that may come upon the believer in time.  Ps. 34:19; IPet. 1:6

A. Persecution for the truth.  Mk. 4:17; Jn. 15:20; IITim. 3:12

B. Health tests.  IICor. 4:16-18; Phil. 2:25-30

C. Lupe from negative volition.  Lk.  13:34-35,  19:41-44;  Rom. 9:1-3

D. Verbal abuse.  IPet. 3:16, 4:4

E. Temptations from within and without.   James.  4:1-3;  Heb. 2:17-18

F. We may experience suffering as we are tested in various areas of our niche.

1. Living grace.

2. Social life.

3. Job testing.

4. Boredom, the four walls test.

Application under our spiritual gift.

V. The proper mental attitude regarding suffering.

A. The single most important factor in fighting the good fight is to be armed with the correct mental attitude.  IPet. 4:1

B. The believer is to rely on the inner support of peace and joy during times of suffering.  Jn. 16:33; James. 1:2; IPet. 4:13

C. The inner resources of Bible doctrine and prayer are essential to overcoming our suffering.  Phil.  4:6-7; Eph.  3:16; Col. 1:11

D. The believer must possess the mental attitude that he is willing to suffer on behalf of the plan of God.  IITim. 2:3,9

The believer should take comfort during times of suffering, recognizing that other believers are enduring the same conflicts.  IPet. 5:9

VI. Benefits of suffering.

A. Suffering produces the virtue of patience.  Rom. 5:3-4; Heb. 10:32-29.

B. Suffering and the patience it produces are a necessary part of making the maturity adjustment.  James. 1:2-4

C. Sufferings and testings, when handled according to doctrine, accrue SG3 to the eternal reward account.  James.  1:12;  IPet.1:3-7

D. Reward will be distributed based on your willingness to acclimate to your sufferings.  Rom. 8:17; IPet. 4:13

E. Sufferings in the CWL are the basis for our comfort from God.  IICor. 1:4,7

F. The sufferings that you endure in time enables you to comfort and encourage others who may undergo similar testing or suffering.   IICor. 1:4-7

G. Suffering renders you worthy of God's kingdom.  IIThess. 1:5 

H. Your sufferings serve to complete the corporate suffering of the body of Christ.  Col. 1:24

For those believers who are ultimately negative, suffering is often the reason they peel off.  Matt. 13:20-21

VII. The sufferings of Jesus Christ.

A. His sufferings were the subject of prophecy.   Acts  3:18, 17:2-3

B. They include His unique sufferings in regard to the bearing of sins.  Heb. 2:9-10, 13:12; IPet. 3:18

C. His resistance to every temptation was part of His suffering.  Heb. 2:18, 4:15

Jesus suffered the following:

D. 1.   Rejection by His own people.  Isa. 53:3; Jn. 1:11

2. Betrayal by a close friend.  Ps. 41:9; Matt. 10:4

3. Rejected by His family.  Ps. 69:7-8; Jn. 7:5

4. Hated without cause.  Ps. 69:4; Jn. 15:25

5. Forsaken by His disciples.  Zech. 13:7; Matt. 14:50

6. Accused by liars.  Ps. 35:11; Matt. 26:59

7. Verbal abuse.  Ps. 22:7; Matt. 27:31

8. Physical abuse.  Isa 50:6; Ps. 22:16; Matt. 26:67, 27:26-31

9. Treated as a criminal.  Isa. 53:12; Matt. 27:38

10. Abandoned by friends.  Ps. 38:11, 69:20; Lk. 23:49

11. Stripped of clothing that was gambled for.   Ps.  22:17-18; Lk. 23:34-35

12. Teaching distorted and ridiculed.   Ps.  56:5-6, 109:25; Matt. 27:39-44

13. Physical deprivation.  Ps. 69:21; Matt. 27:34; Jn. 19:28

14. Refusal to defend Himself.  Isa.  53:7; Matt.  26:62-63, 27:12-14

E. Jesus Christ is our supreme example of enduring suffering and faith-resting the outcome to God.  Isa. 50:7-10; Heb. 5:7

F. The sufferings that Jesus endured were a necessary part of His spiritual matriculation.  Heb. 2:10, 5:8-9

G. The extent and quantity of His sufferings render Him a perfect comforter to those who are suffering.  Heb.  2:17-18, 4:15-16

VIII. Concluding observations.

A. No suffering can separate us from God's plan.  Rom. 8:35-39

B. God provides various blessings that exist alongside our suffering.  Mk. 10:28-31

C. The Father comforts all that suffer according to God’s plan.  IICor. 1:3-7

1. One must be in fellowship in order to be cognizant of the various forms that His comfort takes.

2. The greater the suffering the greater the comfort.   vs. 3-4a

D. Our sufferings are designed to cause us to place our trust in God and not our own abilities.  IICor. 1:9-10; IPet. 4:19

E. Complete deliverance from our suffering brings comfort but, more importantly, God provides comfort in the midst of our suffering.  IThess. 3:5-8

F. Our present sufferings pale in comparison to the Ph3 glory that they produce.  Rom. 8:18; IICor. 4:17

G. God will not allow you to endure suffering which you are not capable of handling.  ICor. 10:13

H. Suffering is a part of the grace heritage of the believer. Phil. 1:29; IPet. 2:21;Rev. 1:9

I. We are not to be ashamed of our sufferings or the sufferings of other adjusted believers.  IITim. 1:8,12

J. We are to make certain that our suffering is not deserved suffering, a result of our own STA activity.   IPet.  2:20, 4:15

Prayer is an important and necessary weapon in our suffering.  James. 5:13

"For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us."

                                                            Rom. 8:18
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