GENESIS CHAPTER 11

OUTLINE 

I.  Tower of Babel vs1-9

II.  Descendants of Shem vs 10-26

III.  Descendants of Terah vs 27-32

Introduction

1.  The events  of  chapter  eleven  occur  chronologically  before  the 

dissolution of the land bridges which existed until the days of Peleg.

2.  Chapter 10 gives us information concerning how mankind was generally 

distributed over the planet.

3.  vs 8 states  specifically  that  this  judgment  caused  men  to  be 

scattered over all the earth.

4.  Both of these chapters shed light on the origin of nationalism.

5.  v1-9 reveal the origin of the various languages and  dialects  which 

exist on the planet.

6.  The multiplicity of languages on the planet  is  not  a  tribute  to 

human ingenuity, but to negative volition and rejection of the POG.

7.  Language is an important, if not the principal divider  of  mankind. 

10:31

8.  Since Peleg's name is a harbinger of these events, and  we  can  fix 

these events during his lifetime, we date the dispersion  between  2416- 

2177BC Likely 200-300 years after the flood

VS 1  AND IT CAME TO PASS THE WHOLE EARTH USED THE SAME LANGUAGE AND THE 

SAME VOCABULARY.  (wc + Qal impf hyh--lK--d.a. + /rX here is  the  first 

clear usage of the term earth referring to the inhabitants of the planet 

--f.s.n hpw + f.s.adj. dxX one lip=one language--v +m.p.n. rbd +adj.m.p. 

dxX words ones= one set of words or  vocabulary  which  was  universally 

understood)

VS 2  AND IT CAME ABOUT WHEN THEY JOURNEYED FROM THE EAST  (wc +Qal impf 

hyh--pref b +Qal inf const.+3mp suff icn to pull up or pluck out,  hence 

to pull up stakes, to break up a camp--pref m  +,dQ  =from  east)   THAT 

THEY FOUND A PLAIN IN THE LAND OF SHINAR AND  SETTLED  THERE   (wc  +Qal 

impf Xjm--f.s.n hiqb a broad plain  or  valley,  lush,  fertile--pref  b 

+'erets--rinw area between the Tigris and Euphrates, cradle  of  civil., 

known as Sumer--wc +Qal impf bwy to sit down, reside, settle--adv ,w)

SUMMARY VS 1-2

1.  Moses states what should otherwise be obvious, and that is that  the 

civilization which came from Noah's sons after the flood shared a common 

language.

2.  The entire antediluvian civilization used a common  language,  comp- 

rised of identical vocabulary.

3.  As we saw in the lives of Cain and Abel the principle divider of men 

is not language, but their volitional response to God's Plan.

4.  We cannot fix a precise date for the events of this section, but  we 

do know that they occurred in the lifetime of Peleg.

5.  This places us somewhere in the vicinity of 2300-2200 BC, some  200- 

300 years after the flood.

6.  The sons of Noah began to procreate very shortly after the flood, as 

is seen in v10.

7.  With the three families, in 200 years the population could easily be 

approaching 50,000.  Assume 5 sons  in  each  generation,  and  the  6th 

generation was on the planet by 2350BC.

8.  As men were migrating from  the  area  of  Ararat,  they  eventually 

crossed the Zagros mtns. and discovered the  broad  expanse  NW  of  the 

Persian Gulf.

9.  While it is not specifically stated, we know from 10:10 that  Nimrod 

was heavily involved in this project.

10.  This fertile area was the place that they decided to settle perman- 

ently, rather than continuing in their movement.

11.  It certainly appears that even those in the line of Shem were among 

these people at this time.

12.  Although they may not have agreed or participated in the events  of 

this chapter, it appears from vs 9 that they were involved in the Divine 

judgment.

13.  It would  be  wrong  to  conclude  that  Noah  and  other  adjusted 

believers were involved in this conspiracy against YHWH.

VS 3  AND THEY SAID TO ONE ANOTHER  (wc +Qal  impf  3ms  rmX  HE  said-- 

m.s.n wyX a  specific  man,  a  leader--prep  lX--m.s.n  +3ms  suff.  ir 

companion, friend, neighbor)  COME ON, LET US MAKE BRICKS AND BURN  THEM 

THOROUGHLY. (Qal imper 2ms bhy to give or place,  in  imper  give  me  a 

hand, get busy, let's go--Qal impf 1cp +cohort. ]bl 8X, to make  white-- 

f.p.n. hnbl 11X, bricks--wc +Qal impf 1cp  +cohortative  ending  [rw  to 

absorb, to swallow down, to completely consume,  here  by  fire--pref  l 

+f.s.n hprw a complete burning, a conflagration,  total  consumption  by 

fire)  AND THEY USED BRICK FOR STONE  AND  THEY  USED  TAR  FOR  MORTAR.  

(This is commentary by Moses--lit and  the  brick  became  to  them  for 

stone--wc +Qal impf hyh-- pref l +3mp--d.a. + hnbl--pref l +f.s.n ]bX  a 

stone, an uncut stone or ore--v +d.a. +m.s.n rmx vb =to boil  up  or  be 

inflamed, bitumen, asphalt, tar--Qal pf hyh--pref l +3mp--pref  l  +d.a. 

+rmx cement, mortar, used for sealing)

VS 4  THEN THEY SAID, "COME ON, LET US BUILD FOR OURSELVES A CITY, AND A 

TOWER WHOSE TOP REACHES INTO HEAVEN  (wc Qal impf  3mp  'amar--Qal  impf 

2ms bhy note here that they are addressing another individual--Qal  impf 

cohort hnB--pref l +1cp--f.s.n ryi--v +m.s.n lDgm a tower, which was  to 

be the focal point  of  the  city,  and  was  to  provide  them  with  a 

reputation--v +rosh +3ms--pref b +,ymw)  AND WE WILL MAKE FOR  OURSELVES 

A NAME; LEST WE SCATTER ON THE SURFACE OF ALL THE EARTH  (v +  Qal  impf 

1cp hwi--m.s.n ,w a name or reputation, if the population was  generally 

united in this project, who were they trying to  impress,  the  idea  is 

that they were seeking to exalt their name over that of YHWH --conj.  ]P 

this word is used to prompt an action which would remove something which 

we fear and want to prohibit in the future--Qal impf 1cp  /VP  to  break 

up, to scatter, to disperse--prep li +FACES OF ALL THE EARTH)

SUMMARY VS 3-4

1.  vs 3-4 provide in a nutshell the primary goals of the the conspiracy 

which centered itself in Shinar.

2.  A conspiracy is a group of people  acting  together  in  concert  to 

achieve an evil end or goal,  usually  against  a  duly  authorized  and 

constituted authority.

3.  The use of the phrase "a man to his neighbor" indicates  that  every 

conspiracy has those who initiate the movement,  the  plotters,  or  the 

brains, usually in the background.

4.  They are the ones who initially do the talking, which prompts others 

to action.

5.  As these plotters gain credibility and a following,  the  conspiracy 

grows in number and force.

6.  The dupes or uninformed masses get caught up in this  activity,  and 

eventually end up urging others to join their course of action.

7.  The ringleaders of the conspiracy prey on the insecurities and fears 

of the masses, and so organize them into a willing following.

8.  The masses are not guiltless in this event, they  are  usually  dis- 

satisfied and under reaction to various events in their own niche.

9.  Dissatisfaction  and  STA  activity  lead  these  people  to  become 

involved in illicit activity in regard to their authority.

10.  The principals in the conspiracy at Babel:

    a.  YHWH the authority in matters of doctrine and human existence.

    b.  Nimrod and allies, the brains behind the conspiracy.

    c.  The masses of unbelievers, scared of another flood, and  unhappy 

        with the rules of YHWH.

11.  The leaders of the conspiracy merely begin with an  activity  which 

is not evil in itself, but gets people involved and organized.

12.  This is the exhortation to begin making  white  bricks,  the  final 

color being white.

13.  One should immediately begin to wonder concerning  the  purpose  of 

the vast quantity of bricks which are suddenly being manufactured.

14.  A building project was always in the minds of the conspirators, but 

this was not initially told to the dupes.

15.  Now the bandwagon is really rolling, and others are exhorted by the 

masses to join in the building project.

16.  While  the  first  item  mentioned  is  a  city,  the  construction 

indicates that the focal point of the city is the tower.

17.  While it is not specifically stated  here,  the  Babylonian  towers 

were constructed for the purpose of worship, they were not watch towers, 

or towers built for defensive purposes.

18.  The tower was to reach a height so as to put its  top  into  Heaven 

itself.

19.  The desire to manufacture a name or reputation in this context  has 

to be to combat the reputation of YHWH, whom they fear.

20.  The name is to be the force which binds them together and  prevents 

them from dispersing over the surface of the planet.

21.  This desire is in clear violation of the directive given in 9:7

22.  The name, which will unify them around the city and tower,  is  the 

system of false gods and false doctrine which will dissuade people  from 

leaving that particular area.

23.  This entire event when viewed  in  the  context  of  the  religious 

apostasy which it represents may be clearly understood.

24.  The Babylonian system of doctrine compared  with  the  doctrine  of 

YHWH:

    a.  Bricks are the works of human hands, which YHWH rejects.

    b.  Building bricks into Heaven teaches SAJG by human effort,  which 

        YHWH rejects.

    c.  The tower was designed for the worship of false Gods, as opposed 

        to the true God.

    d.  The unity produced by this system is designed to circumvent  the 

        command to populate the entire planet.

    e.  The bricks burned white represent human righteousness, which God 

        rejects, since His righteousness demands perfection.

    f.  Burning the bricks completely illustrates the ability  to  with- 

        stand judgment.

    g.  The fire of the ovens representing the judgment of human beings, 

        which is truly not comparable to God's judgment.

25.  Men who labor under the delusion that their works are acceptable to 

God in achieving SAJG, are as deluded as those who believe that they can 

build a tower into Heaven.

26.  The entire plan,  execution  and  structure  is  human  in  origin, 

designed to circumvent and replace the true system of faith,  which  had 

been revealed.

27.  Moses inserts the sarcastic comment that their entire  premise  was 

pathetic in his estimation.

28.  This event, not far removed in time from the flood, illustrates the 

truth of Rom. 1:18-32

29.  The events here and the formation of the false system  of  doctrine 

which opposes the truth, was carried to every land,  and  is  eventually 

found in history as the great whore of Rev. 17

30.  The mother/son cult originated in Babel, is seen in  other  nations 

including:

    a.  Egypt--Isis and Osiris

    b.  Greece--Diana and Bacchus or Dionysius

    c.  Assyria--Rhea or Cybele and Ninus or Kronos

    d.  Babylon--Semiramis and Merodach or Marduk

    e.  Canaan--Ishtar or Astarte and Baal

    f.  Catholicism--Mary and Jesus

31.  In fact the false doctrine which originated here has a  counterpart 

in nearly every culture on the planet.

32.  The worship of Nimrod is the basis for the  religious  holidays  of 

Christmas and Easter.

33.  Believers ought to give serious time to investigate the symbols  of 

these celebrations and their involvement with  them.   Christmas  trees, 

yule logs, eggs, etc.

VS 5  AND THE LORD CAME DOWN TO SEE THE CITY AND  THE  TOWER  WHICH  THE 

SONS OF MEN HAD BUILT.  (YHWH--wc +Qal impf dry to go down  or  descend, 

implies that HE was still well above the tower--pref l + Qal inf  const. 

hXr--s.d.o + THE CITY AND THE TOWER--rel pro  rwX--m.p.n  ]B  +  d.a.  + 

'adham--Qal pf 3cp hnB emphasis here is on completed action,  the  tower 

was complete, and the city was well on its way, yet always expanding.)

VS 6  AND THE LORD SAID, "BEHOLD, THEY ARE ONE PEOPLE, AND THEY ALL HAVE 

THE SAME LANGUAGE,  (YHWH--wc +Qal impf 'amar--]h Behold--ONE PEOPLE AND 

ONE LIP TO THEM ALL)  AND THIS IS WHAT THEY BEGAN TO DO, AND NOW NOTHING 

WHICH THEY PURPOSE TO DO WILL BE IMPOSSIBLE FOR THEM   (v  +demons  hz-- 

Hiph inf const +3mp llx beginning of them--pref l +Qal inf cons hwi--  v 

+ adv hTi at this time, now, so soon, in such a short  period--LIT  "ALL 

WHICH  THEY  PROPOSE  TO  DO  WILL  NOT  BE  RESTRAINED  FROM  THEM--ALL 

WHICH--Qal impf 3mp ,mz 13X, to consider, to meditate,  to  purpose,  to 

plot in a bad sense--pref l+ Qal inf const hwi--neg. lo' +  Niphal  impf 

rjB in Niphal to be restrained or withheld--pref m +3mp)

SUMMARY VS 5-6

1.  YHWH descending is  language  of  accommodation  in  regard  to  the 

attribute of omnipresence.

2.  As we not in vs 7, He is still in Heaven with the other  members  of 

the God head, formulating policy.

3.  The Lord is seen here  as  observing  the  actions  of  mankind  and 

evaluating them in terms of His essence.

4.  God the Son demonstrates  His  control  over  the  events  of  human 

history, and when the situation demands, He demonstrates His sovereignty 

and intervenes.

5.  The earth was restored in 6 days for its inhabitants man,  in  order 

to resolve the Angelic conflict.

6.  Satan is constantly attempting to ruin the inhabitants  and  destroy 

the mankind.  Gen. 3, 6

7.  God intervenes as is required, in  complete  harmony  with  +R,  and 

thwarts Satans intentions.

8.  The earth and  mankind  was  designed  to  demonstrate  that  beings 

created by God possess volition and can, of their own volition acclimate 

to His Plan.

9.  The system at Babel was substantially an international system, which 

would have eventually destroyed all who did not cooperate.

10.  These people all possessed one universal language,  with  the  same 

vocabulary, and this is their first attempt at government.

11.  Their system was, as we have noted,  a  system  of  false  doctrine 

designed to maintain unity and circumvent the command of 9:1.

12.  They would have begun to persecute and ultimately destroy all those 

who opposed them.

13.  Internationalism is Satanic, and always  eventuates  in  the  power 

being consolidated in the hands of a  few,  who  decree  that  those  in 

opposition not be tolerated.  Dan. 3:1-7; Rev. 13:5-8,15-17

14.  Their unity proceeded from their  false  doctrines,  and  certainly 

demonstrates that unity is not always desirable.

15.  In the local church, unity is desirable, and is to  be  pursued  by 

the teaching of the D/VP by the PT, and adherence to the teaching by the 

congregation.

16.  Unity is to be based on the principles of doctrine,  and  believers 

are exhorted to think the same thing.  Phil 2:2

17.  This action, so early in the history  of  mankind,  if  allowed  to 

continue, would jeopardize the purpose of God  for  the  inhabitants  of 

earth.

COME, LET US GO DOWN AND THERE CONFUSE THEIR LANGUAGE,  (Qal  Imper  2ms 

bhy same as in vs 3--Qal impf 1cp + cohort. dry--adv ,w--wc +  Qal  impf 

1cp +cohort llB to pour together, to mix up existing  elements,  mixture 

of alphabet would accomplish all this, producing new  words,  languages, 

dialects--THEIR LIP)  SO THAT THEY  WILL  NOT  UNDERSTAND  ONE  ANOTHERS 

SPEECH  (rel pron rwX introduces result--neg lo' +Qal impf  imw  one  of 

the meanings of hear, is to hear with understanding--A MAN  THE  LIP  OF 

HIS NEIGHBOR)

VS 8  SO THE LORD SCATTERED THEM ABROAD FROM THERE OVER THE FACE OF  THE 

WHOLE EARTH; AND THEY STOPPED BUILDING THE CITY  (YHWH-wc +Hiph impf 3ms 

/VP to break, scatter, send abroad--s.d.o +3mp--pref m +sham--prep li  + 

faces of all the earth--wc +Qal impf 3mp ldx to cease or leave off doing 

someth--pref l +Qal inf const hnB--d.a. + ryi)

VS 9  THEREFORE HE CALLED THE NAME OF THE CITY BABYLON,  (prep li  +  ]K 

on account of this, upon thus, therefore--Qal impf 3ms Xrq  YHWH  called 

or designated--NAME OF IT--lbB)  BECAUSE THERE  THE  LORD  CONFUSED  THE 

LANGUAGE OF THE WHOLE EARTH; AND FROM  THERE  THE  LORD  SCATTERED  THEM 

ABROAD OVER ALL THE EARTH.  (yK--adv sham--YHWH-Qal  pf  3ms  llB--f.s.n 

const hpw--lK + d.a. + 'erets--v +pref m +sham--YHWH--Hiph pf  3ms+  3mp 

suff  /VP--UPON THE FACES OF ALL THE EARTH)

SUMMARY VS 7-9

1.  The second person of the God head is still seen to be the active one 

in regard to the affairs of humanity and planet earth.

2.  As we noted early in Genesis, He established a relationship with and 

management of human affairs.

3.  This is the member of the God head who will eventually "become flesh 

and dwell among us".  Jn. 1:14

4.  It is evident that the second person of the God  head  monitors  and 

controls the events of human history.

5.  He sarcastically uses the same word in addressing the 3rd person  of 

the Trinity as the conspirators used in vs 2.

6.  Of  course  they  do  not  have  to  go  anywhere,  since  both  are 

omnipresent.

7.  The preincarnate Christ has already determined His course of  action 

and the association of the HS is not  because  He  needs  help,  but  to 

demonstrate the solidarity of the Trinity.

8.  His plan is to confuse the language, the source of their unity,  and 

thus strike at the heart of the conspiracy.

9.  He recognizes that the response of the conspirators will be to  quit 

their pursuit and move into other parts of the world.

10.  The frustration and misunderstanding which would inevitably  result 

due to a lack of ability to understand one another, would  eventuate  in 

migration away from those you can't understand.

11.  This dispersion of mankind and the destruction of the international 

society they had planned is an act of grace toward the human race.

12.  Internationalism always gives Satan  maximum  reign,  and  destroys 

human freedom.

13.  Without human freedom, the test of volition is destroyed.

14.  The end result of the mixture of  languages  is  that  they  ceased 

building and moved off to other parts of the globe.

15.  The name Babylon is a tribute to negative volition and rejection of 

God's Plan to the maximum.

16.  The name means confusion, and is applied to economic and  religious 

systems which are opposed to God.

17.  YHWH is the one of named the city, as a tribute to the confusion of 

language and the dispersion which occurred as a result.

18.  Babylon in scripture:

    A.  The original city, which survived to its high point in the  time 

        of Nebuchadnezzar

    B.  Religious Babylon, the mother/son cult, which  finds  its  final 

        form in European Catholicism.  Rev. 17

    C.  Prophetic Babylon, the USA.  Rev. 18, Isa. 13,21,47, Jere. 50-51

    D.  Code name for Rome, during apostolic age.  IPet. 5:13

VS 10  THESE ARE THE HISTORIES OF  SHEM.   (demons  pl  hz--f.p.n  const 

tdlOT histories or descendants--SHEM)  SHEM WAS ONE HUNDRED  YEARS  OLD, 

AND BECAME THE FATHER OF ARPACHSHAD TWO YEARS AFTER THE  FLOOD;   (SHEM, 

SON OF A HUNDRED YEAR--wc +Hiph impf dly--s.d.o  +  ARPACHSHAD--f.dual.n 

hnw shanathayim= two years--prep 'achar--d.a. +lVBm)

VS 11 AND SHEM LIVED FIVE HUNDRED YEARS AFTER HE BECAME  THE  FATHER  OF 

ARPACHSHAD, AND HE HAD SONS AND DAUGHTERS   (SHEM--wc  +Qal  impf  hyx-- 

FIVE HUNDREDS YEAR--'achar--Hiph inf const dly--s.d.o +ARPACHSHAD--wc  + 

Hiph impf yaladh--SONS AND DAUGHTERS)

SUMMARY VS 10-11

1.  Moses now resumes with the line of  Messiah,  after  giving  us  the 

events which lead to nationalism in chapter 11.

2.  The result of the dispersion from Babylon was noted in chapter 10.

3.  Shem, the father of the Semites was one hundred years old, two years 

after the flood.

4.  This makes him 98 at the time of the flood,  or  two  years  younger 

than Japheth who was one hundred.

5.  Moses under inspiration has provided us with enough  information  so 

that we can accurately date these men and the  history  of  humanity  in 

general.

6.  It  is  obvious  that  men  began  to  procreate  immediately  after 

debarking from the ark, since Arpachshad is  born  only  one  year  from 

leaving the ark.

7.  Moses now  returns  to  his  previous  style  in  dealing  with  the 

genealogies of those in the line of Christ.

8.  He will provide us with the number of years each person  lived,  the 

age at the time of the birth of their primogeniture, and the  number  of 

years they lived after that.

9.  It is not stated in this list that they brought forth one  according 

to their likeness, ie. mature spiritually, or the fact that they died.

10.  Yet this is exactly the pattern he used in Gen.  5,  and  why  were 

each of these men significant, if not for the fact  that  they  believed 

and passed on the patriarchal faith?

11.  Although it is not stated that they  died,  we  believe  that  like 

their counterparts in chpt 5. they indeed did.

12.  Shem lived 500 more years after the flood, making him  598  at  the 

time of his death.

13.  During this time he had other sons and daughters.

14.  The question which must  be  addressed  is  whether  or  not  these 

genealogies are complete and accurate.

15.  The Hebrew manuscript evidence is contained here and in  IChron  1, 

which gives a parallel account of this section.

16.  In terms of descendants, and who was the father of who, there is no 

contradiction.

17.  However, for some reason the LXX adds a  name  to  this  particular 

section which is inserted between Arpachshad and Shelah.

18.  The genealogy as it is found in the LXX is reflected in the  Gospel 

of Luke 3:34-38

19.  This allows us only three possible conclusions:

    a.  Moses list is correct and Luke's is incorrect

    b.  Luke's list is correct and Moses list is incorrect

    c.  They are both correct

20.  If we begin to assume that Moses list  is  full  of  omissions  and 

historically inaccurate,  then  the  OT  chronology  before  Abraham  is 

impossible to determine.

21.  If we cannot fix dates  precisely,  what  is  the  purpose  of  the 

chronological note which Moses provides in 11:10?

22.  Due to Hebrew manuscript evidence and the obvious  reason  for  the 

chronological notes, we reject b above as a possibility.

23.  If the name Cainan, which is an alternate spelling  of  Kenan  from 

5:9, who was third, following Seth and Enosh,  was  inadvertently  place 

third in this list, following Shem and Arpachshad,  that  would  explain 

the discrepancy.

24.  The other explanation is that someone  named  Cainan,  of  whom  no 

mention is made in the OT was in this line, would have to be squeezed in 

between Arpachshad and Shelah.

25.  In either case, the chronological information  given  by  Moses  is 

correct and we assert that there are no gaps in these genealogies, based 

on the following:

    a.  the Hiphil of yaladh means normally to have a son 5:3,6,9,etc. 

    b.  lack of manuscript evidence for the LXX reading

    c.  chronological notes would become meaningless

    d.  in  chapter  11  the  dates  of  the  following  generation  are 

        consistent with one another.  approx 30+ years

    e.  inconsequential copyists errors do not affect  the  doctrine  of 

        inspiration. IISam. 15:7

VS 12  AND ARPACHSHAD LIVED THIRTY FIVE YEARS, AND BECAME THE FATHER  OF 

SHELAH.  (v + ARPACHSHAD--adj.m.s yx alive or living--five and  thirties 

year--wc +Hiph impf dly--s.d.o +SHELAH)

VS 13  AND ARPACHSHAD LIVED FOUR HUNDRED AND THREE YEARS AFTER HE BECAME 

THE FATHER OF SHELAH, AND HE HAD OTHER SONS AND DAUGHTERS.   (ARPACHSHAD 

--wc + Qal impf hyx--prep 'achar +Hiph inf  const  dly--s.d.o  +shelah-- 

three years and four  hundreds  year--wc  +Hiph  impf  yaladh--sons  and 

daughters)

VS 14  AND SHELAH LIVED THIRTY YEARS, AND BECAME THE FATHER OF EBER.

VS 15  AND SHELAH LIVED FOUR HUNDRED AND THREE YEARS AFTER HE BECAME THE 

FATHER OF EBER, AND HE HAD OTHER SONS AND DAUGHTERS

VS 16  AND EBER LIVED THIRTY FOUR YEARS AND BECAME THE FATHER OF PELEG;

VS 17  AND EBER LIVED FOUR HUNDRED AND THIRTY YEARS AFTER HE BECAME  THE 

FATHER OF PELEG, AND HE HAD OTHER SONS AND DAUGHTERS.

VS 18  AND PELEG LIVED THIRTY YEARS, AND BECAME THE FATHER OF REU

VS 19  AND PELEG LIVED TWO HUNDRED AND NINE YEARS AFTER  HE  BECAME  THE 

FATHER OF REU, AND HE HAD OTHER SONS AND DAUGHTERS.

VS 20  AND REU LIVED THIRTY TWO YEARS AND BECAME THE FATHER OF SERUG;

VS 21  AND REU LIVED TWO HUNDRED AND SEVEN YEARS  AFTER  HE  BECAME  THE 

FATHER OF SERUG, AND HE HAD OTHER SONS AND DAUGHTERS.

VS 22  AND SERUG LIVED THIRTY YEARS, AND BECAME THE FATHER OF NAHOR

VS 23  AND SERUG LIVED TWO HUNDRED YEARS AFTER HE BECAME THE  FATHER  OF 

NAHOR, AND HE HAD OTHER SONS AND DAUGHTERS.

VS 24  AND NAHOR LIVED TWENTY NINE YEARS AND BECAME THE FATHER OF TERAH;

VS 25  AND NAHOR LIVED ONE HUNDRED AND NINETEEN YEARS  AFTER  HE  BECAME 

THE FATHER OF TERAH, AND HE HAD OTHER SONS AND DAUGHTERS.

SUMMARY VS 12-25

1.  This section is similar to the genealogy  of  Gen.  5,  but  is  not 

identical.

2.  While each of these men listed are believers, it is not stated  that 

they are in the likeness of their father, ie that they made it to MAJG.

3.  This line preserved the patriarchal faith, but in terms of the  MAJG 

were not to be necessarily compared to the line in Gen. 5.

4.  This does not mean that none of these men reached MAJG, but that  is 

not directly stated concerning them.

5.  We certainly know that by the time of  Terah,  idolatry  was  common 

even among these believers.  Josh. 24:2

6.  Very little information is given concerning these men, but includes:

    a.  Their age at the birth of the first positive son.

    b.  The number of years they lived after that birth.

    c.  the fact that they fathered other sons and daughters  after  the 

        one mentioned.

7.  It is observed that the time of the birth of the first positive  son 

has diminished greatly and averages around 31 years through Nahor.

8.  The life expectancy, which averaged 912 years or so before the flood 

is reduced dramatically to about 313 years, from Arpach to Nahor.

VS 26  AND TERAH LIVED SEVENTY YEARS, AND BECAME THE  FATHER  OF  ABRAM, 

NAHOR AND HARAN.

SUMMARY VS 26

1.  Like Noah we are now introduced to a change in the  listing  of  the 

genealogy which Moses is tracing.

2.  When  more  than  one  son  is  mentioned,  we  must  determine  the 

chronological data from other information.

3.  We noted that Shem, Ham and  Japheth  were  actually  born  Japheth, 

Shem, and Ham.

4.  The most significant spiritually is always mentioned first in a list 

such as this.

5.  This verse means that at age  70  Terah  began  having  sons,  which 

include the three that follow.

6.  From what follows it is noted that Haran was  the  first  born,  who 

meets an untimely death at a very young age.

7.  Abram was actually born  when  Terah  was  130,  as  is  seen  in  a 

comparison of 11:32 with 12:4

8.  So at best he was the middle son, and likely the  youngest,  but  is 

mentioned first due to his spiritual importance.

VS 27  NOW THESE ARE THE HISTORIES OF TERAH.  TERAH BECAME THE FATHER OF 

ABRAM, NAHOR AND HARAN; AND HARAN BECAME THE  FATHER  OF  LOT.   (demons 

pron pl. hz--f.pl.n tdlOT histories, descendants,  what  proceeded  from 

Terah The name Terah comes from vb xrT to delay or procrastinate--TERAH- 

Hiph pf 3ms dly--s.d.o + ABRAM, His name father of height or elevation--

s.d.o + NAHOR Name comes from rxn to snore, and if he  was  a  believer, 

was oblivious to what was going on around him--v +]rh means mountaineer, 

and may explain his untimely death--Hiph pf dly--s.d.o + uOl a  covering 

a veil, the verb means to cover, to do secretly,  manipulates  and  used 

people to his advantage, schemes, pretending to be one  thing,  but  all 

the while being another, ends up as a total disgrace)

VS 28  AND HARAN DIED IN THE PRESENCE OF HIS FATHER TERAH IN THE LAND OF 

HIS BIRTH IN UR OF THE CHALDEANS.  (Haran--wc + Qal impf tVm--prep li  + 

m.p.n hnP before the faces,=in the presence--Terah, his  father--pref  b 

+_'erets--f.s.n +3ms suff tdlOm birth, nativity--pref b +,yDwK rVX Ur of 

Chaldeans, Ur identified generally as Uru in the lower region  known  as 

Mesopotamia, The Chaldeans were  immensely  interested  in  mathematical 

astronomy and its associated work, astrology and divination.  this tower 

which was built in Babylon was likely constructed for the purpose of the 

observation of the heavens.  The legitimate  study  of  the  zodiac  was 

reduced to the arts of fortune-telling, soothsaying,  and  enchantments.  

This group was heavily involved with moon worship.

VS 29  AND ABRAM AND NAHOR TOOK WIVES FOR THEMSELVES.  (ABRAM and  NAHOR 

--wc +Qal impf xql--pref l +women or wives)  THE NAME  OF  THE  WIFE  OF 

ABRAM WAS SARAI; AND THE NAME OF THE WIFE OF NAHOR WAS  MILCAH   (,w--of 

the wife of Abram--yrw likely meaning contentious--and the name  of  the 

wife of Nahor--hKlm)  SHE WAS THE  DAUGHTER  OF  HARAN,  THE  FATHER  OF 

MILCAH AND ISCAH  (Haran had fathered two daughters  before  his  death, 

and Nahor marries one of them, Milcah.  Iscah  is  obscure  but  is  the 

third child mentioned, Lot being the other)

VS 30  AND SARAI WAS BARREN; SHE HAD NO CHILD.  (wc  +  Qal  impf  hyh-- 

Sarai--adj.f.s rqi 11X, the verb means to root up or pluck off,  and  is 

used of the  removal  of  the  sexual  organs  producing  no  offspring.  

defined by what follows--neg ]yX + pref l +3fs--dlv prob  defective  for 

dly since it is only used here, offspring or child)

SUMMARY VS 27-30

1.  Vs 27 begins a new section of Genesis and continues to Gen 25:11.

2.  This section is begun with one Terah, who was the father of Abram.

3.  Abram is the focal point of this section, and it is almost  entirely 

devoted to him.

4.  The three sons of Terah, were  Haran,  the  firstborn,  followed  by 

Abram and Nahor, who were evidently much younger.

5.  Haran fathers a son, who will play a significant part in the life of 

Abram.

6.  There is no evidence that  these  people  mentioned  here  were  not 

believers, and the fact is that most of them were believers.

7.  However, they were religious idolaters and believers who  would  not 

pursue the issues of doctrine.

8.  Haran died a very early death, while the  entire  family  was  still 

residing in Ur, where he was born.

9.  Before he died, he fathered at least three children that we know of, 

Lot, Milcah, and Iscah. vs 29

10.  His younger brothers eventually married,  Abram  choosing  a  woman 

named Sarai, and Nahor picking the daughter of Haran, one Milcah.

11.  We are specifically told that Sarai  had  no  children,  which  was 

quite unusual in that time.

12.  At this point it was  considered  quite  important  for  a  man  to 

perpetuate his family, and very important to have a male child.

13.  It was so important that women considered it a total stigma not  to 

have offspring.  16:1, 30:1

14.  While not recorded here, it was during this time that God spoke  to 

Abram and gave him the commands of 12:1ff.  Acts 7:2-4

15.  It was revealed to Abram that it was God's plan for him to leave Ur 

without any of his relatives accompanying him.

16.  However, Abram was for some reason influenced  by  his  father  and 

would not obey fully.

17.  Perhaps the death of Haran had convinced  Terah  that  he  was  not 

going to lose any other sons.

18.  For whatever reason, when Terah recognized that Abram was  leaving, 

he took charge of the expedition, as is reflected in vs 31.

19.  Abram's lack of application will  cause  him  to  waste  some  time 

spiritually, and will keep him from fully complying  with  the  revealed 

will of God, and coming under maximum blessing.

20.  Abram was more concerned with what his father thought and did  than 

with fully obeying the will of God.

21.  He rationalized God's command and opted to take the tack  that  God 

could not really expect me to totally separate from dear  old  dad.

22.  Lot is an orphan, how can God be so cruel and tell me  to  separate 

completely from him??

23.  Inordinate influence by his family, who were  religious  idolaters, 

who were not going anywhere spiritually caused Abram to fail.

24.  Terah was a religious reversionist, who was an idolater, while  Lot 

was a believer who sought to get ahead financially, and would compromise 

in order to do so.

25.  Both types are objectionable to God, who recognized that neither of 

them would ever go  anywhere  spiritually,  and  so  commands  Abram  to 

completely sever his association with them.

26.  Even though he was a believer, Terah refused to make a clean  break 

with the prevailing religion of his era.

27.  As a believer you cannot  embrace  the  doctrinal  approach,  while 

attempting to keep in the good graces of fundies.

28.  Abram's relatives were a definite hindrance to him in his spiritual 

life, and he was commanded to make a clean break.

VS 31  AND TERAH TOOK ABRAM HIS SON, AND  LOT  THE  SON  OF  HARAN,  HIS 

GRANDSON  (TERAH, the question here is, Why is Terah in  charge??--wc  + 

Qal impf xql, took here =took the initiative and was  taking  charge  of 

the move--s.d.o +ABRAM HIS SON--s.d.o +LOT SON OF HARAN--m.s.n const  ]B 

+m.s.n ]B +3ms suff)  AND SARAI HIS  DAUGHTER-IN-LAW,  HIS  SON  ABRAM'S 

WIFE; AND THEY WENT OUT TOGETHER FROM UR OF THE CHALDEANS IN ORDER TO GO 

TOWARD THE LAND  OF  CANAAN   (v  +s.d.o  +SARAI--f.s.n  +3ms  suff  hLK 

generally a daughter in law, one betrothed--WIFE OF  ABRAM  HIS  SON--wc 

+Qal impf Xjy to go out, to depart--pref m +UR OF THE KASDIYM--pref l  + 

Qal inf const flh to walk or travel--f.s.n 'erets +  directional  ending 

h --CANAAN)  AND THEY CAME TO HARAN AND THEY  SETTLED  THERE   (wc  +Qal 

impf XOB to come or come in--prep di as far as--HARAN--wc +Qal impf  bwy 

to dwell or settle with a notion of permanence--adv ,w)

VS 32  AND THE DAYS OF TERAH WERE TWO HUNDRED AND FIVE YEARS; AND  TERAH 

DIED IN HARAN  (DAYS OF TERAH--wc +Qal impf hyh--FIVE YEARS AND HUNDREDS 

TWO--TERAH--wc +Qal impf tVm--pref b +HARAN)

SUMMARY VS 31-32

1.  During the time in Ur, Abram received  the  command  which  we  will 

study in detail in 12:1-3.

2.  Terah realized that his son was  leaving,  and  determined  that  he 

could not stop him.

3.  So he stepped in and took charge of the expedition and loaded up all 

who were interested in going, and set out.

4.  The problem was that God had told Abram that He would show  him  the 

land to which he was to go, and certainly Terah did not  know  what  the 

plan of God was for his son.

5.  As long as Abram was under the influence of Terah,  a  believer  who 

was a religious reversionist, he was stymied spiritually.

6.  This tolerance of allowing  his  father  to  meddle  in  his  family 

affairs kept Abram from fulfilling the will of God.  Gen. 2:24

7.  Not only was Abram himself delayed spiritually, he caused  the  same 

delay for his wife.

8.  God's will for Abram was to completely separate from these idolaters 

who were in his family, and relocate in an area away from  any  possible 

influence and meddling by his negative relatives.

9.  Terah was not about to allow this to happen,  and  continues  to  do 

everything he can to maintain his control over Abram.

10.  They finally leave Ur, and journey some 700 miles  NW  to  a  place 

called Haran.

11.  This area was the center of moon worship  which  Abram's  relatives 

appear to have been heavily involved with.

12.  Abram's brother Nahor is  not  involved  in  the  caravan,  and  is 

content to remain behind in Ur.

13.  Upon arriving at Haran, for some inexplicable reason, they  stopped 

and settled permanently there.

14.  The reason is not so obscure, when we consider the fact that  God's 

will for Abram was to be in Canaan.

15.  The leader of the group, determined that they were going to  go  no 

further.  It may have gone like this..."Abram, do you know where God  is 

supposedly wanting you to go?"  No, dad.   Then what it wrong with  this 

place, we are out of Ur, and we can both  still  practice  our  beliefs"  

Well...I don't know  Listen son, have I ever been a bad influence on you 

before, or steered you in the wrong direction?"  Well  not  that  I  can 

remember.. "I really don't want to lose my only son, stay here  with  me 

in Haran, it will be OK"  Well, I guess you are right."Well son, we  are 

both believers, and I think I know as much or more about the will of God 

than you do"  Well, maybe you are right

16.  With the influence which he still obviously possessed  over  Abram, 

his father manipulated him into obeying him and disobeying God.

17.  This weakness in the character of Abram caused him to waste a  good 

deal of time spiritually.

18.  Since Abram was weak and would not deal with this problem, but  was 

positive, God removed the hindrance, and checked Terah out.

19.  After Terah died, Abram obviously realized that Haran was  not  the 

geographical will of God, and so soon departs.  12:4

20.  To this point, Abram had obeyed only the first part of the  command 

which God had given him, and had only gone forth from his country.

_

