GENESIS CHAPTER 12

From this point on we are dealing with the life and events which  relate 

to Abram, so no outline will be used for the individual chapters. 

VS 1  NOW THE LORD HAD SAID  TO  ABRAM   (YHWH--wc  +Qal  impf  3ms  rmX 

according to Chpt 11:31 Abram is in Haran  already,  and  has  left  his 

country, so this must have been spoken before  the  departure  from  Ur, 

Acts 7:2--prep lX--Abram)  GO FORTH FROM YOUR COUNTRY  (Qal imper  flh-- 

pref l +2ms for yourself--pref m +f.s.n 'erets= land  or  country)   AND 

FROM YOUR RELATIVES AND FROM YOUR FATHER'S  HOUSE   (v  +pref  m  +f.s.n 

tdlOm used in  11:28  meaning  birthplace,  often  it  means  relatives, 

kindred, those with blood ties--v +pref m  +HOUSE  OF  YOUR  FATHER  His 

father is especially noted as one whom Abram is to  separate  from)   TO 

THE LAND WHICH I WILL SHOW YOU  (prep lX +d.a. + /rX prep  el  continues 

to initial thought of walk to..--rel pron--Hiph impf 1cs +2ms  suff  hXr 

cause you to see 

VS 2  AND I WILL MAKE YOU A GREAT NATION, AFTER I HAVE BLESSED  YOU  (v+ 

Qal impf 1cs +2ms suff hwi--pref l +yOG--m.s.adj lOdG--wc +Piel impf 1cs 

+2ms suff frB)  AND MADE YOUR NAME GREAT AND MADE YOU A  BLESSING   (waw 

+Piel impf cohort ldG almost here =a command, in the sense that  God  is 

faithful to do what He says--m.s.n +2ms suff ,w Qal  inf  absol  or  Qal 

imper or Wc +Qal impf, the form here is questionable, but it is  hyh  to 

become something--f.s.n hkrB a blessing) 

VS 3  AND I WILL BLESS THOSE WHO BLESS YOU  v +Piel impf 1cs +cohort frB 

--Piel ptc m.p. +2ms suff frB)  AND THE ONE WHO CURSES YOU, I WILL CURSE  

(v +Piel ptc  m.s. llq to be light, lit. to be treated lightly, despised 

lightly esteemed, curse, execrate, to wish harm or ill toward and act in 

such a manner, This word is the opposite of bless--Qal impf 1cs rrX this 

word does not deal with the action so much as the result)  AND  ALL  THE 

FAMILIES OF THE EARTH WILL BE BLESSED IN  (OR  THROUGH)  YOU   (ALL  THE 

FAMILIES--d.a. +f.s.n hmdX of the ground, not erets--wc +Niphal perf frB 

passive, be blessed--pref b +2ms, in you, through you, by you, etc.) 

SUMMARY VS 1-3 

1.  The statement of God to Abram occurred before his departure from the 

region of Ur of the Chaldeans.  Acts 7:2-3 

2.  YHWH begins with a series of commands as to His directive  will  for 

Abram. 

3.  The imperative of flh coupled with what follows means that Abram  is 

to take the initiative and fulfill the revealed will of God for himself. 

4.  This is true for every believer, no one can execute in the  plan  of 

God for you, you are responsible to apply for yourself. 

5.  The first thing Abram is to do is to geographically separate himself 

from the region in which he was living. 

6.  The particular area known as Ur was a  center  for  the  worship  of 

other Gods, in which Abram's relatives were also involved.  Josh. 24:2 

7.  The statement of Joshua in 24:2 may well imply  that  Abram  himself 

was involved in idolatry. 

8.  A total separation from this religious apostasy  was  necessary  for 

Abram's spiritual well being. 

9.  This is the nature of religious apostasy, you cannot reform it,  you 

must totally disassociate yourself from it. 

10.  The believer who does not will not move on spiritually. 

11.  The second command concerned a much smaller group than his country, 

and that is the command to disassociate totally from all his relatives. 

12.  As we noted previously, family ties were very strong and often  was 

a major factor in where people lived.  10:20,31 

13.  The fact  is  that  Abram's  family  was  religious  reversionists, 

although many of them were obviously believers. 

14.  They did not adhere to the doctrine as  it  had  been  revealed  to 

their forefathers, but served other gods. 

15.  This is the nature of  religious  apostasy  today,  people  do  not 

adhere to the doctrine of the WOG, as it has been once delivered to  the 

saints, but serve a Jesus of their own making.  Gal 1:6-9 

16.  The problem with these types is that they are  not  content  to  do 

their thing and you do your thing, they wish to maintain an  association 

with you in order to drag you down spiritually.  Rom. 16:17-18 

17.  The only answer for these  types  is  total  separation,  which  is 

designed to bring them to their senses.  ICor. 5:10-11 

18.  The path of doctrine and the paths of religious  apostasy  separate 

at some point and never come together again, you must decide which  path 

you are going to walk. 

19.  For Abram the  path  of  doctrine  led  completely  away  from  his 

country, and his relatives. 

20.  The final specific item is that Abram  has  to  separate  from  his 

father. 

21.  This could have been covered in the phrase your relatives, but  the 

mention of Terah specifically draws  our  attention  to  the  inordinate 

influence he held for some reason over Abram. 

22.  Of the three commands to separate, this  one  was  the  closest  to 

home, and by far the most difficult for Abram to fulfill. 

23.  Abram, however, begins to make his preparations to  leave,  and  we 

note from 11:31 that Terah would have none of this. 

24.  He was not about to let Abram depart from him,  and  if  Abram  was 

determined to leave, Terah was going along. 

25.  This was the time for Abram to stand up and say, NO!!, you are  not 

continuing to manipulate and control my life and call the shots. 

26.  I am leaving and you are not going, and I will likely never see you 

again, so good bye. 

27.  Terah was a religious reversionist, and was not going  to  ever  go 

anywhere  spiritually,  and  continued  association  with  his  son  was 

detrimental to Abram. 

28.  Of course Terah does not care what is best for Abram,  he  is  just 

intent on continuing to exercise control over his son. 

29.  The fact that Terah took charge of this expedition  and  Abram  did 

not stand  up  to  him  ultimately  caused  Abram  to  waste  some  time 

spiritually. 

30.  God told Abram that He would show HIM where the land was, there was 

no promise to show Terah anything. 

31.  So when Terah decided to settle in Haran, Abram stayed with him. 

32.  This is a significant failure, not to be overlooked. 

33.  So in the initial stages, Abram fulfilled  only  one-third  of  the 

commands which God gave to him, he did not separate from his  relatives, 

or from his father. 

34.  The fact that he did not separate  in  his  soul,  and  his  father 

continued to call the shots, is obvious by the expedition to Haran. 

35.  God will ultimately deliver Abram from his own weakness,  and  kill 

his father in Haran, so Abram will move on. 

36.  The promises which follow  in  vs  2-3  are  conditional  upon  the 

obedience of Abram to the commands of vs 1. 

37.   The  Abrahamic  covenant  is  a  conditional  covenant,  based  on 

compliance with certain commands, not an unconditional covenant like the 

one with Noah. 

38.  The first promise is that God will turn the single man  Abram  with 

his barren wife into a great nation. 

39.  This promise is the last one to be fulfilled, and is never  visible 

to Abram in his lifetime, since Jacob is born only 15 years  before  his 

death. 

40.  The nation will of course turn out to be  Israel,  whose  greatness 

did not consist only in numbers, but in spiritual greatness. 

41.  From Abram came men like Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Aaron, David, 

Solomon, and Christ. 

42.  The force of this promise must be measured by the fact that at this 

time Sarai was barren, and Abram had no heir at all. 

43.  Prior to becoming a great nation, God promises certain  amounts  of 

prosperity and success for Abram in his lifetime. 

44.  God promises Ph2 blessing on Abram,  meaning  that  the  things  he 

attempts will prosper and thrive, he will become successful in life. 

45.  God is the only one who can truly bless the believer, and if He  is 

not inclined to bless you, you will not be truly  blessed,  even  though 

you may achieve some success under your own efforts. 

46.  True blessing in life also involves the real blessings which follow 

in Ph3, where Abram will inherit mightily. 

47.  Even if a believer cranks up a certain amount of blessing in  time, 

what good is it if they lose in eternity?? 

48.  The next promise is that God will magnify the reputation  of  Abram 

so that he will be known as one of the greatest men of his time. 

49.  Abram's reputation  outlives  his  time,  and  is  noted  by  those 

adjusted to the truth even in our time.  Prov. 10:7 

50.  Abram's fame and reputation is not the result of hard work, but the 

result of God's blessing on him. 

51.  The next promise is that Abram himself  will  become  a  source  of 

blessing to those in his periphery. 

52.  This is the reality of the mature believer, he brings  blessing  to 

those around him, who may not be themselves as adjusted to God as he is. 

53.  Of course, one must be in his periphery, and  choose  to  associate 

with him, or blessing by association is not a reality to them. 

54.  Due to the doctrine the mature believer possesses, he  becomes  the 

source of true blessing to those around him. 

55.  His application of doctrine, and God's blessing on him spills  over 

to those who associate with him, employ him, etc.  Gen. 39:1-6 

56.  The next to last promise in the covenant relates to the concept  of 

anti-Semitism. 

57.  Because Abram himself  will  become  intimately  a  part  of  God's 

blessing, attitude toward him will determine God's attitude toward those 

around him. 

58.  Those groups, people, nations, etc. who wish him well and treat him 

accordingly will be the beneficiaries of God's blessing on them. 

59.  This promise is not really for Abram, but for  those  who  come  in 

contact with him. 

60.  It is not limited to Abram, but is passed on to his posterity as we 

observe in Gen. 27:29 

61.  Two different words are translated curse in the latter half of this 

promise. 

62.  The first means to esteem lightly, hence to despise or treat  in  a 

shameful way. 

63.  The participle is also a singular, indicating the sure  retribution 

which will come on a personal level to all who  engage  in  anti-Semitic 

activity. 

64.  The second verb, rrX deals with the judicial cursing which God will 

enforce upon the perpetrators of anti-Semitism. 

65.  History is strewn with the wreckage of nations who engaged in  this 

activity, including Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Greece, Rome, Germany, etc. 

66.  Our nation has traditionally been pro-Semitic, but has altered  its 

position over the last few decades, and will ultimately fall  under  the 

latter half of this promise.  Jere. 50:11 

67.  The final part of the promises is the broadest, and relates to  all 

the families of the earth. 

68.  These were the families which came from Shem, Ham and Japheth. Gen. 

10:32 

69.  In or through you refers to the perpetuating of the Messianic  line 

which runs through Abram, who is at this point without an heir. 

70.  From the loins of Abram one will come  who  will  eventually  bring 

blessing to all the families of the ground, previously cursed. 

71.  The  specific  blessing  is  SAJG  and  the  blessings  related  to 

adjustment to God. 

72.  Apart from the  greater  son  of  Abram,  none  of  this  would  be 

possible. 

73.  An is his seed, the Messiah we see the ultimate fulfillment of  all 

these magnificent promises. 

74.  Of course JC did not accrue all this apart from  obedience  to  the 

will of God, like his father Abram.  Phil. 2:7-11 

VS 4  SO ABRAM WENT FROTH AS THE LORD HAD SPOKEN TO HIM;  AND  LOT  WENT 

WITH HIM.  (ABRAM--Qal impf flh--pref K +rel pron,  just  as--YHWH--Piel 

pf rbD had spoken, emphasis on details of what was said--TO HIM--v  +LOT 

--wc +Qal impf flh--prep tX +3ms)  NOW ABRAM WAS SEVENTY FIVE YEARS  OLD 

WHEN HE DEPARTED FROM HARAN  (NOW ABRAM SON OF FIVE YEARS AND  SEVENTIES 

YEAR--Pref b Qal inf const Xjy +3ms lit. in his  going  out=when  he..-- 

from Haran) 

VS 5  AND ABRAM TOOK SARAI HIS WIFE AND LOT HIS NEPHEW,  AND  ALL  THEIR 

POSSESSIONS WHICH THEY HAD ACCUMULATED,  (wc +Qal impf xql--s.d.o  SARAI 

--his wife--v +s.d.o +LOT--SON OF HIS BROTHER--v +s.d.o + lK  wVkr  +3mp 

that which is earned or  acquired,  possession,  wealth,  substance--rel 

pron --Qal pf wkr to gain or acquire)  AND THE PERSONS  WHICH  THEY  HAD 

ACQUIRED IN HARAN, AND THEY SET OUT FOR THE LAND OF CANAAN  (v +s.d.o  + 

wpn coll. sing. persons, whether slaves purchased,  or  children  born-- 

Qal pf 3cp hwi--in Haran--wc +Qal impf Xjy went out or departed--pref  l 

+Qal inf const flh--f.s.n + he locate hjrX--Canaan)  SO THEY CAME TO THE 

LAND OF CANAAN  (wc +Qal impf XOB--Land of Canaan. 

SUMMARY VS 4-5 

1.  After the death of Terah, Abram decided to leave Haran in  obedience 

to the will of God. 

2.  Apparently while Terah was alive, Abram just could not or would  not 

separate from him. 

3.  He still  has  not  fulfilled  the  command  to  separate  from  his 

relatives, and so allows Lot to accompany him. 

4.  Abram was 75 at the time of departure from Haran, and from  what  is 

said in vs 5, it appears that he had spent a  fair  amount  of  time  in 

Haran. 

5.  Now Abram takes charge of the caravan, and gathers up  those  he  is 

going to take with him. 

6.  This includes Sarai his wife, Lot  his  nephew,  all  their  movable 

possessions, and those who  belonged  to  Abram,  whether  by  birth  or 

legally. 

7.  Abram achieved a certain amount of success and prosperity in  Haran, 

but this is not to be confused with the prosperity which  will  come  to 

him in obedience to God. 

8.  This demonstrates that some believers can and will achieve a certain 

level of success and prosperity, without being squared away in terms  of 

obedience to doctrine. 

9.  They journeyed to the land  of  Canaan,  and  nothing  of  any  real 

consequence occurred during this time. 

VS 6  AND ABRAM PASSED THROUGH THE LAND AS FAR AS THE AREA  OF  SHECHEM, 

TO THE OAK OF MOREH  (ABRAM--wc +Qal impf rbi to pass over  or  though-- 

followed by b +d.a. +'erets--prep di--m.s.n  ,Oqm--,kw  located  in  the 

hills 31 n. of Jerusalem--prep 'adh--f.s.n ]OlX--m.s.n hrOm,  Moreh  was 

likely the one who owned the area or whose name had been  given  to  the 

trees there)  NOW THE CANAANITE WAS THEN  IN  THE  THE  LAND   (and  the 

Canaanites were--adv zX then, at that time--pref b +d.a. +'erets) 

VS 7  AND THE LORD APPEARED TO ABRAM AND SAID  (wc +Niphal impf hXr  was 

seen, was visible--TO ABRAM)  "TO YOUR  DESCENDANTS  I  WILL  GIVE  THIS 

LAND."  SO HE BUILT AN ALTAR THERE TO THE LORD WHO HAD APPEARED  TO  HIM  

(wc + Qal impf 'amar--TO YOUR SEED--Qal impf nathan--s.d.o +THE LAND THE 

THIS--wc +Qal impf banah--adv ,w--m.s.n xBzm a  place  of  slaughter  or 

sacrifice--to YHWH--d.a +Niphal partic  ra'ah--prep  'el +3ms) 

SUMMARY VS 6-7 

1.  As Abram traveled from Haran to Canaan, he  continued  his  movement 

once in the land to an area around the Canaanite city of Shechem. 

2.  This city was located some 31 mi. north of  Jerusalem,  and  is  now 

known as Tell Balatah. 

3.  One outstanding feature of the area was a grove of oaks owned by one 

Moreh. 

4.  Moses specifically points out  that  the  Canaanites  were  in  firm 

possession of the land to which Abram had come. 

5.  Not only has Abram given up his lifestyle  as  a  city  dweller  and 

become a nomad, the land to which he came belonged to someone else. 

6.  However as creator of  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  God  has  the 

authority and the right to do with His creation as He desires. 

7.  If He wants to give it to someone that is His prerogative. 

8.  For Abram it is a matter of faith, can God  overcome  the  obstacles 

which stand in His way. 

9.  At this particular time, YHWH appears to Abram in a  theophany,  and 

informs him that part of His plan is to provide real estate for  Abram's 

descendants. 

10.  He does not promise Abram the land, but his  descendants  who  will 

come after him. 

11.  One aspect of the Abrahamic covenant includes real estate  for  the 

Hebrew people. 

12.  Abram was just told to go to a land which he  would  be  shown,  no 

mention was made that he or his descendants would be the  recipients  of 

that land. 

13.  Abram himself would never possess the land, he would wander  in  it 

as a stranger, and would be buried there. 

14.  The fact that Abram never saw in his lifetime what God had promised 

did not deter him in any way. 

15.  He was absolutely convinced that his  descendants  would  have  the 

land, and died believing that God would do as He had promised. 

16.  Heb. 11:8-10 state that Abram did not allow this great  promise  to 

get his focus on the temporal home in the cosmos, he was focused on  the 

ultimate home which matters. 

17.  Where you live and what you live in are no issue in terms of  God's 

plan, your focus is to be on your permanent dwelling. 

18.  In response to this gracious welcome to Canaan and this new promise 

Abram constructs an altar to the Lord. 

19.  This is not the first altar to God, as we observed after the flood, 

but consistently the altar or place of  sacrifice  typifies  the  cross, 

where propitiation was secured. 

20.  The construction of an altar and the corresponding sacrifice  which 

was offered is  a  regular  feature  of  the  worship  of  YHWH  in  the 

patriarchal period. 

VS 8  THEN HE PROCEEDED FROM THERE  TO  THE  MOUNTAIN  ON  THE  EAST  OF 

BETHEL, AND PITCHED HIS TENT WITH BETHEL ON THE WEST AND AI ON THE EAST 

(wc +hiph impf 3ms qti 9X, to be removed or transferred, in Hiph  to  be 

caused to be removed, for some reason Abram determined to move  on--pref 

m +adv sham--TO THE MOUNTAIN FROM EAST TO BETHEL--lX=tyB house of El--wc 

+Qal impf hun to stretch out or extend --lhX +3ms--Bethel from west--and 

Ai from east)  AND THERE HE BUILT AN ALTAR TO THE LORD AND  CALLED  UPON 

THE NAME OF THE LORD. 

VS 9  AND ABRAM JOURNEYED ON, CONTINUING TOWARD THE  NEGEV.   (ABRAM--wc 

+Qal impf icn to pull up or pluck out, refers to portable  home,  tent-- 

Qal inf abs of  flhvicn walking and pulling up his tent--d.a.  +  bgn  + 

he locale, the southern region of Canaan, toward Egypt, sometimes  means 

nothing more than toward the south) 

SUMMARY VS 8-9 

1.  Abram is living as a nomad in  the  land  of  promise,  a  lifestyle 

entirely different than his lifestyle in the city of Ur. 

2.  Something motivates Abram to continue moving around in the  area  of 

Canaan, but we are not told what it is. 

3.  Some suggest that his flocks required him to relocate  in  order  to 

secure pasture. 

4.  At any rate, he moves to a place between Bethel and Ai, some 12  mi. 

north of Jerusalem. 

5.  He builds an altar to YHWH once again and engages in the worship  of 

God. 

6.  The first altar he built appears to have been  in  response  to  the 

gracious dealing of God with him and the new promise. 

7.  This altar makes it clear that  Abram  engaged  in  praise,  thanks- 

giving, worship, sacrifice, etc. on a regular basis. 

8.  Some believers  tend  to  be  grateful  and  thankful  and  function 

honorably when God is blessing them and things are going their way. 

9.  The moment things begin to get tough or difficult  they  don't  have 

what it takes to continue to sacrifice and apply. 

10.  Abram continues his movement toward the southern part of Palestine. 

VS 10  NOW THERE WAS A FAMINE IN THE LAND  (wc + Qal impf hyh--m.s.n bir 

famine, hunger, lack of food, living grace is being tested--in the land)  

SO ABRAM WENT DOWN TO EGYPT TO SOJOURN THERE, FOR THE FAMINE WAS  SEVERE 

IN THE LAND   (wc + dry to go down, from elevation of Palestine  to  the 

lower area of Egypt--to Egypt--pref l +Qal inf const  rVG  lit  to  turn 

aside from the way, to tarry, sojourn, visit with no idea of  permanence 

--adv sham--yK--d.a  +  ra'ab--adj.m.s  dbK  to  be  heavy,  burdensome, 

grievous--in the land) 

VS 11  AND IT CAME ABOUT WHEN HE CAME NEAR TO EGYPT,  THAT  HE  SAID  TO 

SARAI HIS WIFE  (wc +Qal imf hyh--pref K +rwX just as--Hiphil pf 3ms brq 

to draw near, to approach--pref l + Qal  inf  const  XOB  to  entering-- 

Egypt)  SEE NOW, I KNOW THAT YOU ARE A BEAUTIFUL  WOMAN;   (demons  pron 

hNh--particle Xn translated now, used as a word of asking or  entreaty-- 

Qal pf idy I am aware--yK--'ishshah +f.s.n.const hpy fair or beautiful-- 

hXrm outward form or appearance, what one observes, the overt--TX 2f.s.) 

VS 12  AND IT WILL COME ABOUT WHEN THE EGYPTIANS SEE YOU, THAT THEY WILL 

SAY,  (wc +hayah--conj kiy--Qal impf 3mp hXr--s.d.o +2fs--wc + Qal  impf 

rmX)  THIS IS HIS WIFE AND THEY WILL KILL ME, BUT THEY WILL LET YOU LIVE 

(f.s.n hWX +3m.s.--demons.f.s.hz--wc +Qal impf grh to kill anyone,  here 

in a non-bonafide sense, murder--s.d.o +1cs--v +s.d.o +2f.s.  leads  off 

the clause, emphasizes object, Sarai--Piel impf  3mp  hyx  to  cause  or 

allow to live, to keep alive) 

VS 13  "PLEASE SAY THAT YOU ARE MY SISTER SO THAT IT MAY GO WELL WITH ME 

BECAUSE OF YOU, (Xn--Qal imperv--rmX--pers. pron--f.s.n  xX  brother  in 

feminine--pref l + ]im for this purpose, used to denote what one has  in 

mind by a particular action--Qal impf--buy to be good or well, referring 

to the treatment from the Egyptians--pref l +3ms--pref b + rVbi =because 

of +2f.s. suff)  AND THAT I MAY LIVE ON ACCOUNT OF YOU   (lit.  My  soul 

will live--on account of you) 

SUMMARY VS 10-13 

1.  Abram has  no  more  arrived  in  Canaan,  and  is  finally  in  the 

geographical will, when things begin to go wrong. 

2.  Abram is a stranger in the region, with no permanent  home  and  now 

his living grace is getting tested. 

3.  Famines have been periodic since the early history of mankind. 

4.  Since God controls the weather and conditions  of  an  area,  it  is 

apparent that this is one method of discipline for the human race. 

5.  The Canaanites as a  group  are  not  believers  and  certainly  not 

positive to the plan of God Ph2. 

6.  God judges men for  their  unrighteous  activity  and  a  famine  is 

designed to get the attention of the believer and unbeliever also. 

7.  This is discipline on the  guilty,  and  a  test  for  the  positive 

believer on the glory road. 

8.  When economic reversals occur, the believer  is  not  to  panic  and 

assume that God has forgotten about him. 

9.  God has clearly revealed that Abram is to be in Canaan. 

10.  God does not change his mind, due to this particular problem. 

11.  Abram departs from the geographical will of God and  the  place  of 

blessing, and turns to the cosmos for aid. 

12.  The reality of the famine is greater in the mind of Abram than  the 

promises of God. 

13.  There is no way that Abram could have starved to death in Canaan. 

14.  The physical descent into Egypt  corresponded  with  the  spiritual 

descent which Abram begins. 

15.  Abram has given into fear, does not trust God to provide his living 

grace, and so leaves the geographical will of God. 

16.  This also begs the question, Can  God  discipline  the  cosmos  and 

continue to provide for the positive believer even though all  those  in 

his periphery are being judged? 

17.  He not only can provide, He can prosper  the  one  who  tenaciously 

holds to His will. 

18.  Abram was not leaving Canaan to reside permanently in Egypt as seen 

in the verb sojourn, which has the nuance of a temporary stay. 

19.  This is tantamount to the believer who decides to violate  MPR  and 

misses Bible class in order to get ahead for the short term. 

20.  Even if it is a temporary situation, God has clearly  revealed  the 

geographical will for each believer in Heb. 10:25 

21.  As Abram approached Egypt, under his STA, he  further  betrays  the 

fact the he is functioning under fear. 

22.  Apparently he had this particular trend early on, since it  appears 

that he had already manufactured this contingency plan in Ur.  20:13 

23.  Even though Sarai was probably 65 by this  time,  she  was  a  very 

attractive woman, as anyone could see. 

24.  What Abram fears is that one would be taken  with  Sarai's  beauty, 

and eliminate her husband, so that he could have her for himself. 

25.  Apparently marriage was held in very high regard, and men felt that  

they must dispose of the husband before they could take the wife. 

26.  Egyptian history proves that men had no hesitation about committing 

murder in order to secure their desire. 

27.  We conclude that Abram's assessment of  the  situation  was  indeed 

accurate, and he could be killed in Egypt. 

28.  Of course, he would not be under this particular MA fear if he  was 

in the geographical will of God. 

29.  This is one aspect of what happens to a believer when they begin to 

violate doctrine to get ahead, they create other pressures and  problems 

which are self induced. 

30.  Now in Egypt he fears for his very life. 

31.  This also demonstrates that violating doctrine does not remove  the 

test and pressure that the STA puts on the believer.  did he  not  leave 

Canaan for fear of starving to death, now he just fears that he will  be 

murdered. 

32.  Like Abram, the believer who caves in  to  the  STA  and  functions 

under it, loses touch with reality and becomes paranoid. 

33.  Next Abram resorts  to  the  worst  sort  of  human  viewpoint  and 

manipulation in order to save his skin. 

34.  In order to ensure his safety, he  engages  his  wife  in  a  lying 

scheme, which jeopardizes her. 

35.  Abram's plan is this, if anyone decides that they want Sarai,  they 

can have her, and as her brother he will be in good standing. 

36.  As her husband, he would be an obstacle that  they  would  have  to 

remove. 

37.  He must be fully aware that Sarai may  be  violated  sexually,  but 

this is the course of action he takes. 

38.  This graphically demonstrates the depths  to  which  one  may  fall 

under the rulership of the STA. 

39.  For us today, the question is do we believe that  we  can  stay  in 

class, avoid compromising our integrity,  and  can  God  bless  us  with 

whatever it is we need or want, including: 

    a.  living grace 

    b.  financial prosperity 

    c.  social life 

    d.  RM/RW 

    e.  position or promotion 

    f.  details of life 

40.  Abram now considers that his life and well being and prosperity  to 

be dependant on his wife, not on his God. 

VS 14  AND IT CAME ABOUT AFTER ABRAM CAME INTO EGYPT, THE EGYPTIANS  SAW 

THAT THE WOMAN WAS VERY BEAUTIFUL.  (wc +Qal impf hyh--pref k  +Qal  inf 

const XOB--wc +Qal impf hXr--s.d.o +hWXh--that beautiful she exceedingly 

VS 15  AND PHAROAH'S OFFICIALS SAW HER AND PRAISED HER TO  PHARAOH   (wc 

+Qal impf hXr--s.d.o +3fs--m.p.n rw leader or commander of  soldiers,  a 

prince or noble in the court of Pharaoh--hirp in the Egyptian  language, 

the word means king, or one ruling--wc +Piel impf llh to make a show, to 

celebrate, to praise or boast--s.d.o +3fs--to Pharaoh)   AND  THE  WOMAN 

WAS TAKEN INTO PHAROAH'S HOUSE  (da. +ishshah--wc + Hophal pf xql caused 

to be brought, hence taken--House of Pharaoh) 

VS 16  THEREFORE HE TREATED ABRAM WELL FOR HER SAKE;  (lit and to  Abram 

he caused good--pref l +Abram--Hiph  pf  buy--pref  b  +prep  rVbi  +3fs 

translated because of her in vs 13)  AND  TO  HIM  SHEEP  AND  OXEN  AND 

DONKEYS AND MALE AND FEMALE SERVANTS AND FEMALE DONKEYS AND CAMELS   (wc 

+Qal impf hyh--pref l +3ms--f.s.n ]Xj--v +m.s.n rqB vb =to  plow,  hence 

an animal for ploughing, whether oxen, cattle--v + rOmx m.p.n  asses  or 

burros--v +m.p.n  dbi  servant  or  slave--v  +  hxpw  female  servants, 

commonly assoc. with the family, due to their work  in  the  home--f.p.n 

]OtX a she ass--v +m.p.n lmG) 

SUMMARY VS 14-16 

1.  There is no specific date attached to this event in Abram's life. 

2.  We would not be far off base  to  conclude  that  it  occurred  very 

shortly after his arrival in Canaan. 

3.  Further, we are not told where in Egypt Abram went. 

4.  Since there were 2 dynasties ruling at this time from  two  separate 

places, we cannot identify with any certainty the Pharaoh in view. 

5.  Pharaoh is a term similar to our word king, and as  such  is  not  a 

name, but a title. 

6.  Ancient monarchs had an intelligence system  for  discovering  women 

who were beautiful in order to have such women for themselves. 

7.  It is apparent that the women of that time wore no veil, and  people 

could readily observe their beauty. 

8.  After Abram entered Egypt, the very thing he most  feared  occurred, 

demonstrating that his fears had some foundation in reality. 

9.  The intelligence system of Pharaoh  observed  the  great  beauty  of 

Sarai, and extolled this woman to Pharaoh. 

10.  As a result, Pharaoh commanded that this woman be brought to him. 

11.  This illustrates the absolute  authority  which  monarchs  of  that 

period possessed. 

12.  The men of the court would seek to ingratiate themselves  with  the 

ruler by doing things like this to curry his favor. 

13.  Because of the relationship which  Abram  supposedly  had  to  this 

exalted woman, Pharaoh treated Abram with  much  more  respect  than  he 

otherwise would have. 

14.  The brother of  one  of  the  wives  of  the  king  obtained  royal 

treatment, based on his sister's position. 

15.  It does not state specifically that Pharaoh gave all  these  things 

to Abram, but during this time he certainly amassed the items listed  in 

vs 16. 

16.  This accumulated wealth is  not  based  on  righteousness,  but  on 

compromise and duplicity. 

17.  Abram must be miserable in his soul as he observes  his  prosperity 

at the expense of his integrity and his wife, knowing that this was  not 

the blessing of God, but the fruit of his STA activity. 

VS 17  BUT THE LORD STRUCK PHARAOH AND  HIS  HOUSE  WITH  GREAT  PLAGUES 

BECAUSE OF SARAI, ABRAM'S WIFE  (YHWH--wc +Piel impf ign  to  touch,  in 

Piel to strike or smite, or  touch  heavily--s.d.o  =Pharaoh--m.p.n  ign 

+adj lOdG a stripe or blow, includes physical problems,  diseases,  even 

death--v +s.d.o +his house--prep li +m.s.n rbD thing, word  or  matter-- 

Sarai, wife of Abram) 

VS 18  THEN PHARAOH CALLED ABRAM AND SAID, "WHAT IS THIS YOU  HAVE  DONE 

TO ME? WHY DID YOU NOT TELL ME THAT SHE WAS YOUR WIFE?"  (Ph  called  to 

Abram and said--interr hm + demons.f.s hz--Qal pf hwi--pref  l  +  1cs-- 

interr. hMl--neg Xl +Hiph pf 2ms dgn Qal =to be in front of, obvious, in 

Hiph. to cause to be obvious, to tell or make plain--pref  l  +1cs--yK-- 

your wife, she) 

VS 19  "WHY DID YOU SAY, "SHE IS MY SISTER" SO I TOOK HER FOR  MY  WIFE?  

(hMl for what--Qal pf rmX--My sister is she--wc +Qal impf xql  so  as  a 

result I took--s.d.o +3fs + pref l +1cs--pref l +  ishshah)   NOW  THEN, 

HERE IS YOUR WIFE, TAKE HER AND LEAVE  (v +adv hTi--demons part.  hinneh 

--Qal imper 2ms laqach--v +Qal imper. flh walk!!!!!!) 

VS 20  AND PHARAOH APPOINTED MEN OVER HIM; AND THEY ESCORTED  HIM  AWAY, 

WITH HIS WIFE AND ALL THAT BELONGED TO HIM  (Pharaoh--wc +Piel impf  hvj 

to set up, appoint, constitute, to charge or command--m.p.n men--prep li 

+3ms--wc +Piel impf xlw to send out or stretch out, here  intensive,  to 

expel or escort away--s.d.o +3ms--and his wife and all which to him) 

SUMMARY VS 17-20 

1.  Apart from what must be going on in the souls of  Abram  and  Sarai, 

their plan appears to be working as anticipated. 

2.  Sarai is in an Egyptian harem, and Abram  from  all  overt  evidence 

seems to be prospering. 

3.  Because Sarai is the mother of the promised seed, and this  must  be 

Abram's son, the line of Messiah is here in jeopardy. 

4.  As on previous occasions when the situation warrants, God intervenes 

in judgment. 

5.  The exact nature of the judgments on Pharoah and upon his  household 

are not given. 

6.  They  were  of  such  a  nature  as  to  protect  Sarai  from  being 

compromised sexually. 

7.  It is evident here that Pharoah is able to understand the reason for 

the plagues, and perhaps consulted Sarai about the situation. 

8.  In any case, he sends for Abram and calls him on  the  carpet  about 

the present situation. 

9.  Although Pharoah was likely an unbeliever, he demonstrates a certain 

amount of discernment. 

10.  So God has protected Sarai, in spite of Abram's  callous  disregard 

for her well being. 

11.  Pharoah asks three questions of Abram: 

    a.  What have you done to me? 

    b.  Why did you not state that she was your wife? 

    c.  Why did you say that she was your sister? 

12.  From the question he asks, it is evident  that  he  had  previously 

discussed the relationship of Abram and Sarai with Abram. 

13.  Whether it is true or not, Pharoah implies that he would  not  have 

taken Sarai had he known the truth. 

14.  He claims to have based his actions on his good  faith  in  Abram's 

statements. 

15.  In any case, we clearly have a  situation  here  of  an  unbeliever 

rebuking a believer for his STA activity. 

16.  This is part of the Divine discipline on Abram for his  actions  of 

leaving Canaan and catering to fear. 

17.  So Pharoah appointed a group of his men to make sure  that  nothing 

happened to Abram, and that he was given safe passage to the border. 

18.  He recognized that God has intervened on account of this man, so he 

makes sure that no evil befalls Abram. 

19.  We have in this section from vs 10-20  a  perfect  example  of  the 

various aspects of the will of God. 

    a.  Abram to be in Canaan is the directive will of God. 

    b.  Relocating to Egypt and  the  subsequent  STA  activity  is  the 

        permissive will of God. 

    c.  Pharoah sending Abram out of  Egypt  represents  the  overruling 

        will of God. 

20.  All the misery, deception, fear, embarrassment, etc could have been 

avoided by remaining in the geographical will of God. 

21.  The apparent overt prosperity which Abram accumulated in Egypt  was 

little consolation for the misery he endured during this episode. 

22.  This series of events also demonstrates the fact that man's failure 

under his STA does not jeopardize the plan of God any  more  than do the 

attacks of Satan. 

