GENESIS CHAPTER 13

OUTLINE 

I.  Abrams recovery vs 1-4

II. Separation from Lot vs 5-13

III.  Confirmation of the Abrahamic covenant  vs 14-18

VS 1  SO ABRAM WENT UP FROM EGYPT TO THE NEGEV, HA AND HIS WIFE  AND ALL 

THAT BELONGED TO HIM  (ABRAM--wc +Qal impf hli  to  go  up,  to  ascend, 

moving from lower elevation in Egypt to Palestine--pref  m  +Egypt--d.a. 

+Negebh + he locale--pers pron--v +hWX +3ms  No  thanks  to  Abram,  but 

Sarai is with him--And all which to him)  NOW LOT WAS STILL WITH HIM  (v 

+Lot--prep ,i + 3ms  this phrase is attached to point out  that  Lot  is 

still accompanying Abram, in spite of command to leave him)

VS 2  NOW ABRAM WAS VERY RICH IN LIVESTOCK, IN SILVER AND  IN  GOLD   (v 

+Abram--adj.m.s dbK lit. heavy, fig. = abundant, numerous--adv dXm--pref 

b + d.a + hnqm verb hnq = to acquire goods, buying something, our word = 

the thing bought, the possession, often for herds or  livestock,  trans. 

livestock--in the silver, and in the gold)

VS 3  AND HE WENT ON HIS JOURNEYS FROM THE NEGEV AS FAR AS BETHEL  (wc + 

Qal impf flh--pref l +m.p.n iCm + 3ms suff A  breaking  up  of  a  camp, 

Abram could only travel in stages, due to the flocks and the desire  not 

to drive them  to  death--From  the  Negebh--v  +even--prep  di  as  far 

as--House of El)  TO THE PLACE WHERE HIS TENT HAD BEEN AT THE BEGINNING, 

BETWEEN BETHEL AND AI  (prep 'adh--d.a. + ,Oqm--rel pron--Qal  pf  hyh-- 

adv ,w there--his tent  Lit. as far as the place which  had  been  there 

his tent--pref b +d.a. + hLxT beginning or starting point)

VS 4  TO THE PLACE OF THE ALTAR, WHICH HE HAD MADE THERE FORMERLY;   (To 

the places of the altar, which--Qal pf hwi--pref b + d.a.  +f.s.n  ]OwXr 

first in order of occurrence)  AND THERE ABRAM CALLED ON THE NAME OF THE 

LORD  (adv sham--wc + Xrq--on name of YHWH)

SUMMARY VS 1-4

1.  After his embarrassing departure  from  the  land  of  Egypt,  Abram 

begins to move back toward the geographical will of God.

2.  While the terms go up and go down refer to elevation, they also have 

a certain amount of significance in  terms  of  where  Abram  was  going 

spiritually.

3.  The first place he comes to is the southern part of  Canaan,  called 

the Negev.

4.  It is specifically noted that his wife was with him  as  well  as  a 

great number of movable possessions.

5.  Abram's plan as seen in what follows is to return to the place where 

he began his deviation and pick up again.

6.  For the positive believer, these sorts of things happen on the glory 

road from time to time.

7.  Once you are aware that you are not complying with the will of  God, 

you must go back to the point where you began your departure and pick up 

from there.

8.  Obviously the time that Abram spent moving away from the  geographic 

will of God, and the trip back was somewhat wasted.

9.  As he journeys back to Canaan, you can be sure he was still smarting 

from the DD he got in Egypt.

10.  These sorts of spiritual deviations  are  not  without  their  con- 

sequences in terms of DD.

11.  In addition to the stinging humiliation he received  publicly  from 

Pharaohs, Abram has wasted time out of the will of God.

12.  The fact that he still has not fully complied with the command from 

12:1ff is evident by the attached phrase, and Lot was with him.

13.  Until this is dealt with, Abram has not fully complied  with  God's 

will for his life.

14.  After the death of his father in Haran, Abram  obviously  inherited 

all that his father had left, since he was the only son with him.

15.  He further accumulated a certain amount  of  wealth  in  Haran  and 

likely in Egypt, which has caused him to be quite prosperous.

16.  His overt prosperity consisted of the usual flocks and herds  which 

nomads possessed, but consisted of the unusual, silver and gold.

17.  God has blessed Abram with material wealth,  beyond  what  one  may 

have expected, and during economically difficult times.

18.  Abram moves back by stages to Canaan, and settles exactly where  he 

was when he began his departure.

19.  He calls on the name of the Lord, indicating that he is back to his 

old self in terms of spiritual function.

20.  His worship consisted of thankfulness  for  grace  and  deliverance 

from his own devices.

VS 5  NOW LOT WHO WENT WITH ABRAM ALSO HAD FLOCKS AND HERDS  AND  TENTS.  

(and also to Lot--d.a. +Qal act ptc flh--s.d.o +ABRAM--Qal pf hyh it was 

or became--ts'on = sheep--baqar = oxen or cattle--and tents)

VS 6  AND THE LAND COULD NOT SUSTAIN THEM WHILE DWELLING  TOGETHER;   (v 

+ neg lo' +Qal pf Xwn to lift up, support, sustain--d.a. +  'erets,  the 

land or region--pref l +Qal inf const  bwy  to  dwell--adv  vDxy  joined 

together, or all together)  FOR THEIR POSSESSIONS  WERE  SO  GREAT  THAT 

THEY WERE NOT ABLE TO REMAIN TOGETHER  (yK--Qal pf hyh--m.s.n  wVkr  see 

12:5, that which is earned or acquired, possession, wealth,  substance-- 

adj br--v +neg lo' +al pf lky to be able to do someth.--pref l +Qal  inf 

const bwy--adv vDxy)

VS 7  AND THERE WAS STRIFE BETWEEN THE HERDSMEN OF ABRAM'S LIVESTOCK AND 

THE HERDSMEN OF LOT'S LIVESTOCK  (wc +Qal impf hayah--m.s.n byr  strife, 

contention, arguments, hard feelings--prep ]yb--Qal act part hir to feed 

or pasture, ptc = one who does this,  a  shepherd--livestock  of  Abram, 

etc. NOW THE CANAANITE AND THE PERIZZITE WERE DWELLING THEN IN THE  LAND  

(The Canaanite and the Perizzite--adv zX at  that  time,  then--Qal  act 

part bwy --in the land or region)

VS 8  THEN ABRAM SAID TO LOT, "PLEASE LET THERE BE NO STRIFE BETWEEN YOU 

AND ME  (Abe said to Lot--neg lX +Qal impf hayah--part  of  entreaty  Xn 

same as in  12:13--f.s.n  hbyrm  striving,  fighting,  contending)   AND 

BETWEEN MY HERDSMEN AND YOUR HERDSMAN, FOR WE  ARE  BROTHERS   (beyn--my 

shepherd and yours--yK--men, brothers, we)

VS 9  IS NOT THE WHOLE  LAND  BEFORE  YOU?   PLEASE  SEPARATE  FROM  ME;  

(interr h +neg lo'--all the land, to  your  faces--Niphal  impf  drP  to 

break off or  separate,  Niphal  is  either  passive,  but  may  have  a 

reflexive sense--part Xn please--pref m + li +1cs lit. from on  me)   IF 

YOU GO TO THE LEFT, THEN I WILL GO TO THE RIGHT; AND IF YOU  GO  TO  THE 

RIGHT THEN I WILL GO TO THE LEFT  (hypothet part  ,X--d.a.  +  lXmw  the 

left side or left hand--v =then--Hiph impf 1cs + ]my cohortative =let me 

to go to the right, to turn right--reverse of above)

SUMMARY VS 5-9

1.  This is the first time that we are told that Lot also was wealthy in 

terms of overt possessions.

2.  While  his  wealth  was  not  as  great  as  Abrams,  it  was  quite 

significant.

3.  Abram was blessed by God in a material fashion due to  his  positive 

volition.

4.  Lot was not acquiring his wealth from pursuit of the  plan  of  God, 

but was blessed by association with Abram.

5.  During their time together Abram must have  observed  that  material 

wealth was quite important to Lot.

6.  Their flocks and herds were so extensive that the region which Abram 

settled was not sufficient to pasture both sets of flocks.

7.  There began to be quarrels among the servants of Abram and Lot as to 

right of way, and priority in terms of pastures.

8.  To add to  the  problem  which  already  existed  there  were  other 

significant groups of people in the region, putting more pressure on the 

land.

9.  While we have noted the Canaanite to be a  descendant  of  Ham,  the 

Perizzite has not been identified for us.

10.  They were also inhabitants of the region, who would be dispossessed 

during the conquest by the Jews.

11.  They are constantly mentioned with the descendants of Ham,  and  so 

were a tribe of Palestine.

12.  With the inhabitants of the land, and the constant  need  for  open 

pasture, conflicts naturally arose.

13.  Abram now begins to manifest the fact that he is  adjusted  to  the 

reality that God wants him in Canaan, and will take care of him.

14.  He initiates toward Lot in this  time  of  conflict  between  their 

servants.

15.  He states that his desire is that  there  be  no  conflict  between 

himself and Lot, or between any of their servants.

16.  Whether there was any conflict between Abram and Lot is not stated, 

but we may infer that  certain  tensions  either  did  or  could  easily 

develop.

17.  Abram has no desire for unnecessary conflict, and  recognizes  that 

God has providentially ordered circumstances so that separation from Lot 

is inevitable.

18.  He knew all along that this was God's will, and that God wanted him 

in Canaan, so with that information he politely requests Lot to leave.

19.  He leaves the choices up to Lot, since he knows  that  God  is  his 

source and security.

20.  He does not attempt to  prosper  himself,  but  relies  on  God  to 

provide his prosperity.

21.  He does not make decisions based on temporal circumstances, but  is 

looking for a city whose builder and maker is God.  Heb. 11:10

22.  As a believer you may be faced with  similar  situations  in  life, 

rather than attempt to promote or prosper yourself, recognize  that  God 

is your source, and wait on His timing.  You may be  up  for  promotion, 

and someone else promotes themselves, and you could be contentious,  but 

you faith rest it.

23.  Remember that God is for you and keep your focus  on  the  eternal, 

not the temporal situation.  Col. 3:22-24

VS 10  AND LOT LIFTED UP HIS EYES AND SAW ALL THE VALLEY OF THE  JORDAN, 

THAT IT WAS WELL WATERED EVERYWHERE  (wc +Qal impf Xwn to lift  or  take 

up--s.d.o +HIS EYES--wc + Qal impf hXr--s.d.o + lK +  f.s.n  const.  rKK 

the word means round or circular,  used  several  ways  one  here  is  a 

circular district  or  territory--d.a.  +  ]Dry  the  largest  river  in 

Palestine, rising at the foot of Antilibanus and flowing into  the  Dead 

Sea.  The name itself is derived from the  word  meaning  descending  or 

falling down--yK--lK + 3f.s. suff--m.s.n hqwm 7X, verb = to give  drink, 

or provide water)  THIS WAS BEFORE THE LORD DESTROYED SODOM AND GOMORRAH  

(pref l + hnP normally in the presence, used  of  time  also,  =before-- 

YHWH--Piel inf const tXw to destroy or ruin, to lay waste--s.d.o + ,dc v 

hrmi this comment inserted by Moses, the sentence  continues  with  what 

follows  LIKE THE GARDEN OF THE LORD, LIKE THE LAND OF EGYPT AS  YOU  GO 

TO ZOAR  (pref k +Garden of YHWH, this phrase is only used 2X, Isa  51:3 

--lit. Like the land of Egypt--in your going to Zoar actually  completes 

the thought of well watered everywhere, Zoar was a city of the region at 

the southern end of The Dead Sea)

VS 11  SO LOT CHOSE FOR HIMSELF ALL THE VALLEY OF THE  JORDAN;  AND  LOT 

JOURNEYED EASTWARD.  (LOT--wc + Qal impf rxB--pref l +3ms--s.d.o  +  All 

the oval of the Jordan--wc + Qal impf icn pulled up stakes  and  moved-- 

lit pref m + ,dq from east of Abram)  THUS THEY WERE SEPARATED FROM EACH 

OTHER.  (wc + Niphal impf drP to be broken  off  or  split  apart--m.s.n 

'iysh--pref m + li +his brother)

SUMMARY VS 10-11

1.  Abram has left the choice to Lot as to which direction he  will  go, 

since he knows that YHWH will provide for him no matter what.

2.  Lot surveys the situation and makes his  decision  based  solely  on 

what he saw in the temporal world.

3.  Lot's problem is that he is motivated not by BD, but by  money,  and 

so decides based on the route which appears more promising.

4.  It would be too much to say at this point that Lot is "performing  a 

work of righteousness, based on faith" as Luther stated.

5.  It would be too extreme to say that he was  completely  immersed  in 

monetary reversionism at this point.

6.  The reality is this is one choice which  begins  a  downward  spiral 

from which Lot will not recover spiritually.

7.  He gradually deteriorates from this point until he  is  checked  out 

under the SUD.

8.  The portion which Lot chooses for himself is that region which is SE 

of Bethel in the valley of the Jordan river.

9.  This land was a lush paradise due to the wonderful system  of  river 

water and rainfall.

10.  It is compared to the Garden of Eden (2:10) which was irrigated  by 

one major river, and with the land of Egypt and  its  great  river,  the 

Nile.

11.  It should be noted here that the land which Lot left for Abram  was 

not desert land or undesirable, he just chooses the better  portion  for 

himself.

12.  This is the nature of the believer under materialism lust, he makes 

choices which seek to advance himself.

13.  He attempts to build his  life  and  happiness  on  money  and  the 

details of life.

14.  He does not consider the spiritual realities,  or  if  he  does  he 

chooses to ignore them and pursue his own blessing.

15.  He is not content to wait on God to prosper him, ultimately because 

he does not believe God can or will do so.

16.  This failure proceeds from a lack of belief in the doctrines  which 

govern our Ph2 existence.

17.  The area Lot picks extends as far south as Zoar,  at  the  southern 

end of the Dead Sea.

18.  Moses makes the observation that this must be considered  in  light 

of the fact that it occurred before the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah

19.  As to how greatly  this  area  was  altered  by  that  catastrophic 

judgment we cannot accurately say.

20.  The suggestion here is that the whole region around the Dead Sea is 

the result of the destruction which fell on those cities.

21.  Lot chooses for himself, and that is the first tell-tale sign of  a 

believer who is headed for trouble.

22.  He does not pray about it, he approaches things in his own  wisdom, 

and does not allow God to guide him or choose for him.

23.  At this point, through a series of events, Abram  finally  complies 

with the commands of the covenant.

24.   Unlike  the  situation  with  his  father,  Abram  initiates  this 

separation from a negative believer.

25.   Their  physical  separation  was  indicative  of   the   doctrinal 

separation which separated them.

VS 12  ABRAM SETTLED IN THE LAND OF CANAAN, WHILE  LOT  SETTLED  IN  THE 

CITIES OF THE VALLEY  (Qal pf bwy--in the land of Canaan--v +LOT--Qal pf 

bwy--pref b + 'iyr--of the oval or valley)  AND MOVED HIS TENTS  AS  FAR 

AS SODOM  (wc +Qal impf lhX from 'ohel, tent, hence  to  move  or  pitch 

ones tent--prep di as far as--Sodom)

VS 13 NOW THE MEN OF SODOM WERE WICKED EXCEEDINGLY AND  SINNERS  AGAINST 

THE LORD  (v +men of Sodom--adj.m.p ir this word  obviously  focuses  on 

their nature or internal makeup, they were negative--v +adj.m.p XUx 18X, 

the overt manifestation of neg.  volition,  the  lifestyle  of  habitual 

activity which is opposed to God and what He has revealed, Ps  1:1--pref 

l +YHWH--adv dXm greatly exceedingly)

SUMMARY VS 12-13

1.  Abram has made his choice in life, and basically renounced  his  own 

approach to life and accepted God's choices for him.

2.  When confronted with the chance to make a decision, he does not seek 

to advance himself, but relies on God to provide.

3.  He now settles down in a permanent fashion in the  place  which  God 

has dictated.

4.  Lot on the other hand is a model  of  a  believer  who  rejects  the 

straight and narrow of  doctrine  and  seeks  temporal  stimulation  and 

temporal prosperity.

5.  He makes his decisions based on H/VP and not on the realities of BD.

6.  He moves away from Abram and the lifestyle of the adjusted believer, 

and moves toward the cosmic system, which he  is  certain  will  prosper 

him.

7.  Once he moves into the valley and settles there, he does  not  stop, 

but continually relocates until he is in Sodom itself.

8.  vs 13 states clearly the reality of the situation to which  Lot  was 

subjecting himself and his family.

9.  He was obviously attracted to the diversions and excitement  of  the 

cities of the plain, even though he knew  that  they  were  in  complete 

antagonism to His God.

10.  His love for money attracted him to this very  wealthy,  prosperous 

region.

11.  For a period, Lot lived outside the cities, because  he  recognized 

their evil and degeneracy.

12.  He eventually moves into  Sodom,  because  his  love  of  money  is 

greater than is love for God.

13.  One aspect of love for God is repudiation and  rejection  of  those 

who are antagonistic toward God.

14.  You don't make friends with God's enemies.

15.  People who  are  negative  are  God's  enemies,  and  the  positive 

believer does not desire their association, but shuns them.

16.  To establish relationships on any level with negative volition is a 

violation of God's standards, and sets the believer up from DD.

    a.  Business, you don't go into business with UB' or neg. bels.

    b.  socially, Bridge, shopping, eating out, etc.

    c.  Dating or marriage

17.  Pursuit of relationships in violation of doctrine demonstrates that 

there is a spiritual problem in the soul.

18.  Lot tolerates their degeneracy for the purpose of  financial  gain, 

even though he was personally put off by it.  IIPet. 2:7-8

19.  Part of Lot's discipline for failure to apply is  misery  of  soul, 

which money does not remove.

20.  Moses informs  us  that  the  men  of  Sodom  were  internally  and 

externally opposed to YHWH.

21.  They were negative in their souls and expressed their rejection  of 

God's principles by their overt activity.

22.  Sodom was the most prominent and  wealthy  of  the  cities  of  the 

region, and also the most decadent.

23.  The inhabitants were Canaanites,  who  had  a  predilection  toward 

phallic activity.

24.  Their phallic activity was not of the normal type, it was  abnormal 

in its expression.

25.  Both Abram and Lot  were  aware  of  their  degeneracy,  and  their 

addiction to the homosexual lifestyle.  San Francisco of ancient world

VS  14  AND THE LORD SAID TO ABRAM, AFTER LOT HAD SEPARATED FROM HIM  (v 

YHWH--Qal  pf  'amar--to  Abram--acharey--Niphal  inf  const.drP   being 

separated--LOT--pref m +3ms)  NOW LIFT UP YOUR EYES AND  LOOK  FROM  THE 

PLACE WHERE YOU ARE, NORTHWARD AND SOUTHWARD AND EASTWARD AND  WESTWARD;  

(part Xn translated please--Qal impf Xwn--v + Qal  imper  hXr--from  the 

place which you are there--he locale + ]Opj  the  north,  properly  that 

which is hidden or obscure--toward the Negebh--toward  the  east--toward 

the sea ,y =the Medit. sea as west of Palestine)

VS 15  FOR ALL THE LAND WHICH YOU SEE, I WILL GIVE IT TO YOU AND TO YOUR 

DESCENDANTS FOREVER.  (yK--all the land  which  you--Qal  act  part  hXr 

seeing presently--pref l +2ms--Qal impf ]tn--and to your  seed--prep  di 

as far as--m.s.n ,lOi most often refers to future time)

VS 16  AND I WILL ESTABLISH THIS.  AND YOUR DESCENDANTS WILL BE  AS  THE 

DUST OF THE EARTH;  (wc +Qal  pf  ,Vw  to  establish,  set,  constitute, 

appoint.  This is a statement of God's determination to give the land to 

the Jews, the next phrase stands with what follows--v +your seed--pref k 

+rpi dust--of the earth)  SO THAT IF A MAN IS ABLE TO COUNT THE DUST  OF 

THE EARTH, INDEED YOUR SEED WILL BE COUNTED  (rel  pron  +part  ,X  lit. 

which if--m.s.n wyX--Qal impf lky to be able, can--pref l +Qal inf const 

hnm lit to be divided or divide out, to number,  count--s.d.o  +dust  of 

the earth--adv ,G indeed, also--Niph impf hnm to be numbered or  counted 

--your seed)

VS 17  ARISE, WALK ABOUT THE LAND THROUGH ITS LENGTH AND BREADTH; FOR  I 

WILL GIVE IT TO YOU.  (Qal imper. mVq--Hithpael imper. flh walk  around, 

travel about--IN the land--lit. to its length and to  its  breadth--yK-- 

pref l +2ms--Qal impf ]tn +3f.s.suff.)

VS 18  THEN ABRAM MOVED HIS TENT AND CAME  AND  DWELT  BY  THE  OAKS  OF 

MAMRE, WHICH ARE IN HEBRON, AND THERE HE BUILT AN  ALTAR  TO  THE  LORD.  

(wc + Qal impf lhX--wc +Qal impf XOB--wc +Qal  impf  bwy--pref  b  +Oaks 

of--Xrmm fatness or strength, An Amorite who was later to be  in  league 

with Abram--rel pron--pref b + ]Orbx conjunction or joining a town about 

20-25 mi SSW of Jerusalem, Hebron a name from Moses period,  not  called 

that in Abram's day--And there--wc + Qal impf hnB--an altar to YHWH)

SUMMARY VS 14-18

1.  Through a series of circumstances, Abram is finally  separated  from 

Lot and fulfills the final portion of the commands given in 12:1.

2.  He has complied with the terms of the covenant as set forth by YHWH, 

so YHWH confirms the covenant to him.

3.  Of course Abram had to continue to comply with the terms,  he  could 

not move back to Ur or take up with Lot again.

4.  As a positive believer you must  recognize  that  BD  may  cost  you 

dearly, even the closest family relationships are to be considered  more 

important.  Matt. 12:46-50, 13:57,

5.  Like Abram such application does not go unnoticed, but will be amply 

rewarded by God.  Matt. 19:29

6.   The  Royal  family  of  this  L.C.  will  become  your  family  and 

relationships which are eternal are established as you pursue doctrine.

7.  YHWH commands Abram to lift up his eyes and look around at the  land 

of Palestine.

8.  In the vicinity of Bethel, is a village called  Burg  Beitin,  which 

gives one of the best views of Palestine.

9.  The very place where Lot lifted up his eyes for STA gratification is 

the spot where Abram receives that which he did not pursue.

10.  As Abram is looking around at the vast panorama he can see in every 

direction, YHWH for the first time indicates that  this  land  to  which 

Abram came in faith will be given to him.

11.  The fact that it  would  be  given  to  his  descendants  has  been 

previously revealed.  12:7

12.  This promise  of  real  estate  is  of  course  necessary  for  the 

establishment of a nation.  Called the Palestinian covenant.

13.  This land has been sovereignly decreed by God to  belong  to  Abram 

and his descendants for the duration of history.

14.  Any claims to the land in contradiction to  this  promise  are  not 

bonafide, and will not be honored by God.

15.  As creator of the Heavens and the earth, this land  is  His  to  do 

with as he pleases.

16.  God is pleased to bestow this land on Abram for his compliance with 

the terms of the covenant.

17.  The seed of Abram or racial Jews possess a title to Palestine  with 

a promise that God will not change his mind.  Heb. 6:13-18

18.  The  next  new  bit  of  doctrine  given  to  Abram  was  that  his 

descendants would become more numerous than he could have imagined.

18.  While the dust of the earth is an incomprehensible figure  to  man, 

God knows the amount of it, as well as  the  number  of  descendants  of 

Abram.  Isa. 40:12

19.  This promise was reiterated to Jacob, Gen. 28:14, and by  the  time 

of Solomon was a reality.  IIChron. 1:9

20.  Abram is now told to familiarize himself with what God has given to 

him, and explore the land from end to end.

21.  The land is now a part of God's blessing in time for Abram, and  he 

is free to enjoy it to the max.

22.  Abram does not allow his prosperity to turn his head, and does  not 

allow his Ph2 blessing to distract him  from  the  issues  of  doctrine.  

Heb. 11:9,13ff

23.  Abram moved about in the land as he was told, and  makes  his  more 

permanent home in an area around Hebron.

24.  This area some 20 mi SSW of Jerusalem was occupied  by  one  Mamre, 

who possessed a grove of trees.

25.  Mamre was an Amorite, a group of the Canaanites, who was a believer 

of such a stature that Abram would associate with him.

26.  He will play an important part in chapter 14 and  demonstrate  that 

he is truly a friend to Abram and may be counted on.

27.  This is the sort of thing God provides for  the  believer  who  has 

lost certain relationships in time due to their pursuit of BD.

28.  Friends, family, brothers, who are far superior to  those  negative 

people and relatives with whom we have no true rapport.

29.  Once again he builds an altar and engages in the worship  of  YHWH, 

the one who has blessed him beyond what he could have asked or  thought. 

Eph. 3:20

30.  The altar represents the cross, where all the  great  blessings  of 

God were obtained for us by our great Savior.

_

