GENESIS CHAPTER 16

OUTLINE 

I.  Sarai's scheme  vs 1-3

II.  Sarai's misery and STA response.  vs 4-6

III.  Hagar and YHWH.  7-9

IV.  Prophecy concerning the son.  vs 10-14

V.  Ishmael's birth

VS 1  NOW SARAI, ABRAM'S WIFE HAD BORNE HIM NO CHILDREN,   (SARAI,  WIFE 

OF ABRAM, This is in emphatic position and emphasizes  Sarai--neg  lo  + 

Qal pf 3fs dly to give birth or bear children--pref l +3ms)  AND SHE HAD 

AN EGYPTIAN MAID WHOSE NAME WAS HAGAR.  (v  +l  +3f.s.  "to  her"--f.s.n 

hxpw a female servant, a handmaid--AN EGYPTIAN--v +NAME OF HER--rgh verb 

means to flee or be a fugitive, she was Sarai's personal  servant,  most 

likely acquired in Egypt)

VS 2  SO SARAI SAID TO ABRAM, "NOW BEHOLD, THE  LORD  HAS  PREVENTED  ME 

FROM BEARING,  (AND SARAI  SAID  TO  ABRAM--demons  hNh  +  particle  of 

entreaty, na' =Look please--YHWH--Qal pf 3ms +1cs suff rji to  shut  in, 

surround or enclose, to hold back or restrain, to prohibit  or  refuse-- 

pref m +Qal inf const. dly)  PLEASE GO IN TO MY MAID;  PERHAPS  I  SHALL 

OBTAIN CHILDREN THROUGH HER."  (part. na'--Qal imperv. XOB  come  in--TO 

MY MAIDSERVANT--adverb ylVX compound meaning in not, usually  translated 

perhaps, and expresses no certainty--Niph impf hnB lit. to be  built  or 

built up, to build a family is to have children--pref m +3fs)  AND ABRAM 

LISTENED TO THE VOICE OF SARAI  (Abram--wc + Qal impf imw listened  here 

goes beyond merely hearing and implies assent, he obeyed her voice)

SUMMARY VS 1-2

1.  Chapter 12 dealt in detail with some of the problems which Abram had 

in the early going.

2.  While nothing much is  said  concerning  Sarai,  this  chapter  will 

provide insight into her character and level of spiritual growth.

3.  The Bible does not attempt to mask or cover up the  faults  of  even 

the greatest believers, which certainly makes it unique among  religious 

books.

4.  The problems and failures of these believers are  inscripturated  so 

that we may learn from them and not repeat these same mistakes.

5.  The potential lies with the volition of the student as to whether or 

not you will personally profit from the WOG.

6.  Abram had suggested adoption as a possible method of aiding  God  in 

the acquisition of an heir.  15:2-3

7.  This was rejected by God.

8.  While we are not against adoption per se, the fact is the Bible only 

deals with adoption as a spiritual principle relating  to  our  adoption 

into the family of God.

9.  There are many verses dealing with orphans, and  almost  universally 

they exhort the righteous to be kind to them.

10.  No where in the OT or NT is  there  any  imperative  to  adopt  the 

orphan, however.

11.  There are many commands in regard to the widow, but none commanding 

a believer to marry one to alleviate her widowhood.

12.  From the Biblical evidence it does not appear that  adoption  is  a 

course of action which God encourages believers to take.

13.  He flatly rejects adoption of Eliezer as bone fide in the  case  of 

Abram.

14.  If a believer takes this course of action, he  will  not  find  any 

Biblical support for his action.

15.  This brings up the question as to  how  we  approach  the  CWL,  as 

opposed to how others in the religious world approach it.

16.  Some will say that since adoption is not condemned by the WOG it is 

bone fide, and believers may do as they please.

17.  Our approach in being equipped for every good work (II  TIM.  3:16) 

is that if the Bible does not command, teach, or encourage a believer to 

be involved in an activity, we choose to avoid it.

18.  Problems arise when  pastors,  churches  and  believers  engage  in 

activities which cannot be substantiated as bone fide by the WOG.

19.  Many activities in which believers engage today are not espoused by 

Paul or any other apostle.  Political activism,  orphanages,  retirement 

homes, youth ranches, camps, missions, etc.

20.  Once this is tolerated, there is no end to it, and who can  say  it 

is inappropriate since the WOG is not going to be the standard.

21.  God instructs Abram that his heir will be one from  his  own  body.  

15:4

22.  Some time has elapsed, and the  pressure  on  Abram  and  Sarai  in 

relation to the promised seed has continued to intensify.

23.  So Sarai embarks on a plan to provide the promised seed  via  human 

ingenuity.

24.  Sarai was a very beautiful woman as we know, but in this chapter we 

will see why she was named contentious.

25.  The fact that Sarai had borne no children is mentioned to point out 

that they were engaging in sex, but without the expected result.

26.  She has an Egyptian maid, named Hagar, who  was  probably  acquired 

during the STA trip into Egypt.

27.  Her constant presence should  have  reminded  Sarai  that  God  had 

protected her sexually and kept her alive in Egypt for a purpose.

28.  The promised seed as we will observe is keyed to  their  MAJG,  and 

comes within one year of that time.

29.  Certain blessings in time only come to the believer in MAJG and any 

attempts to crank up blessing will meet with trouble.

30.  Sarai, like us, must be content to wait for God to do what  He  has 

promised, and not crank up her own blessing.

31.  Yet this is exactly what she attempts to do, and so offers the plan 

of a surrogate mother.

32.  She rightly observes that YHWH has prevented her  from  having  any 

children, a blessing for which she especially longed.

33.  This pressure on her soul continued to intensify,  and  instead  of 

redoubling her efforts in terms of pursuing doctrine, she manufactures a 

human viewpoint solution.

34.  She places the blame at God's feet, and implies that if He  is  not 

going to provide her blessing, she will get it herself.

35.  While what she proposes here was somewhat customary in the  ancient 

world, nevertheless it is a human viewpoint response, which violates the 

sanctity of marriage.

36.  Rather than say "if the Lord doesn't bless me, I don't want  to  be 

blessed", she attempts to get it for herself.

37.  This covers many of the current activities in the cosmos in  regard 

to  those  who  cannot  conceive  children.   Drug  therapy,  artificial 

insemination, surrogate mothers, and even adoption is often the response 

of those whom God has not blessed in this area.

38.  Sarai has recognized that her situation is hopeless, and  so  under 

unbelief and STA fear that she won't have an  heir  she  offers  an  STA 

solution.

39.  She drags Abram into her illicit activity and since  Hagar  is  her 

personal property demands her participation.

40.  She states up front that God has not blessed her and that she  does 

not really know if this will work, but goes ahead with it anyway.

41.  The believer who is unsure of God's will in  a  matter  should  not 

proceed, and crank up their own ideas and plans.

42.  Sarai, like Abram in chap 15, is willing to settle for a compromise 

and less than the very best.

43.  Instead of considering the doctrine, Abram obeyed the voice of  his 

wife.

44.  He is not guiltless in this, but becomes a participant of  his  own 

volition.

45.  He should have exerted his authority and said, "NO,  this  violates 

doctrine we both know."

46.  Because of the pressure on his soul and the desire for an heir,  he 

acquiesces to her will in the matter.

47.  He probably rationalized  that  even  though  Hagar  would  be  the 

mother, the seed would indeed come from his body as the Lord had said.

48.  Believers should examine every piece of advice they  get  and  make 

sure that it is not human viewpoint and does not violate doctrine  which 

they already know to be true.

49.  Husbands have to be very careful in allowing the wife to  take  the 

lead, even in domestic matters, as we shall see.

VS 3  AND AFTER ABRAM HAD LIVED TEN YEARS IN THE LAND OF  CANAAN,  (FROM 

END OF TEN YEARS--ABRAM--pref l +Qal inf const. bwy--pref b  +  land  of 

Canaan)  ABRAM'S WIFE SARAI TOOK HAGAR THE EGYPTIAN, HER MAID, AND  GAVE 

HER TO HER HUSBAND ABRAM AS HIS WIFE  (SARAI--wc + Qal impf xql--WIFE of 

ABRAM--s.d.o + HAGAR, THE EGYPTIAN, HER MAID--wc + Qal impf ]tn--s.d.o + 

3fs--pref l + ABRAM--HER HUSBAND--pref l +3ms suff--pref l +f.s.n wife)

VS 4  AND HE CAME IN TO HAGAR, AND SHE CONCEIVED,  (wc + Qal impf  XOB-- 

prep 'el + HAGAR--wc + Qal impf hrh to conceive or become pregnant)  AND 

WHEN SHE SAW THAT SHE HAD CONCEIVED, HER MISTRESS WAS  DESPISED  IN  HER 

SIGHT  (wc + Qal impf hXr--conj yK +Qal pf 3fs hrh--f.s.n +3fs suff trbG 

from verb rbG  to be strong or mighty, feminine=mistress,  master,  9X-- 

wc + Qal impf llq to be light , of  little  account,  lightly  esteemed, 

despised--IN HER EYES)

SUMMARY VS 3-4

1.  This event is specifically noted  to  occur  10  years  after  Abram 

arrived in Canaan, making him 85 and Sarai is 75.

2.  They have been in Canaan for 10 years, and were  becoming  impatient 

in regard to the promised heir.

3.  Sarai has suggested a human viewpoint solution to  the  problem  and 

Abram goes along with it.

4.  It is true that what occurs here was customary  in  that  time,  and 

attested in literature from Ur.

5.  However, this is a violation of several principles:

    a.  RM/RW

    b.  Sarai dictating policy while Abram wimps out

    c.  Sarai's authority over Hagar.

6.  As we see in this verse, Sarai  is  completely  in  control  of  the 

situation.

7.  This is a problem in many homes, even among those who adhere  to  BD 

and should know better.

8.  The woman calls the shots and dictates policy to the wimpy  husband, 

who acquiesces to her demands.

9.  This turns the woman into a bitch who becomes further maladjusted to 

the authority she is supposed to be submitting to.

10.  This in turn produces misery of soul, since a woman does not  truly 

respect a man she can dominate.

11.  Some women are up front, and make no  bones  about  their  control, 

others however are more subtle and refined, yet engage in the same  sort 

of activity.

12.  This becomes a problem in the  LC,  since  the  woman  is  used  to 

getting her way with men, and then they run into a  PT  who  refuses  to 

cater to her.

13.  Most eventually end up leaving the Church, since they  cannot  deal 

with a real man who does not allow their STA control of things.

14.  Some  women  learn  very  early  on  how  to  get  their  way,  via 

flirtation, manipulation, etc.

15.  If the sweet approach does not get the desired  results,  you  will 

quickly see the monster unleashed.

16.  While Sarai may appear to some to be offering a reasonable solution 

to their problem, we will shortly see what is just under the surface.

17.  One thing is quite obvious and that is Sarai  has  overstepped  her 

authority in regard to her husband, and in regard to Hagar.

18.  Sarai does not have the authority to give a woman to her husband as 

a wife.

19.  Abram complies with the wishes of his wife and has sex with Hagar.

20.  The plan of Sarai succeeds and Hagar becomes pregnant, which  makes 

everybody happy, right?

21.  The first one to exhibit overt maladjustment  is  Hagar,  once  she 

realizes that she is pregnant.

22.  She sees this  as  an  opportunity  to  exalt  herself  beyond  the 

position of just a servant.

23.  She recognized that God has given her what He has denied Sarai, and 

determines that she must really be something.

24.   She  begins  to  reject  the  authority  of  Sarai,  and   becomes 

insubordinate.

25.  Bigamy, which was Sarai's STA plan, has now  resulted  in  domestic 

unrest.

26.  Homes where the woman is dominant and the  man  is  submissive  are 

destined for domestic unrest.

27.  If one determines to take the easy STA way out of things, they will 

reap the results of allowing the STA to dictate.

VS 5  AND SARAI SAID TO ABRAM (S Said to Abe)   THE  WRONG  DONE  TO  ME 

IS UPON YOU,  (m.s.n +1cs cmx violence, oppression,  wrong, injury--prep 

li +2ms)  I MYSELF GAVE MY MAID INTO YOUR ARMS  (pers pron +Qal pf ]tn-- 

MY MAID--pref b +m.s.n qyx to surround or embrace, often  trans.  bosom, 

and here signifies that she gave Hagar to Abram and they had  sex)   BUT 

WHEN SHE SAW THAT SHE HAD CONCEIVED, I WAS DESPISED IN HER SIGHT   (Same 

as above)  MAY THE LORD JUDGE BETWEEN YOU AND BETWEEN ME  (Qal impf  upw 

to judge or act as umpire, render a decision,  esp  to  defend  anyone's 

cause--YHWH--]yB + 1cs and 2ms suff)

VS 6  BUT ABRAM SAID TO SARAI, BEHOLD, YOUR MAID IS UNDER YOUR POWER; DO 

TO HER WHAT IS GOOD IN YOUR EYES.  (Abr said to  Sar--hinneh--your  maid 

--pref b + f.s.n dy =in your power, under your authority--Qal imper. hwi 

--pref l + 3fs--d.a. + bOu the good--in your eyes)  SO SARAI TREATED HER 

HARSHLY, AND SHE FLED FROM HER PRESENCE.  (SARAI--wc  +  Piel  impf  hni 

used in 15:13 of Egyptian oppression, intensive labor and rigorous  work 

--wc + Qal impf xrB to pass through, to flee or run away--FROM HER FACES

SUMMARY VS 5-6

1.  Sarai is completely dominated at this  point  by  the  STA,  and  is 

miserable at the way things have fallen out.

2.  This is a perfect example of self induced misery, since  this  whole 

episode is the result of her lack of faith rest.

3.  She now gives vent to her STA frustration and levels  an  attack  at 

Abram.

4.  While he is  her  authority,  and  some  of  this  could  have  been 

prevented by him by standing up to Sarai, she is  blaming  him  for  her 

mistake.

5.  At this point she does not respect Abram since  he  allowed  her  to 

call the shots.

6.  It is typical of  believers  under  their  STA  to  blame  those  in 

authority for the discipline which they suffer.

7.  This is an early warning attitude to watch for, the idea  that  your 

authorities are responsible for your unhappiness.

8.  The wages of the STA is death.  Rom 6:23

9.  Temporal death, or the believer out of fellowship is  the  immediate 

result of following the lead of the STA.

10.  Misery of soul results, and the blame lies with no one but you.

11.  When you are miserable, it is an evidence of STA rulership.

12.  BD does not make the believer miserable, but produces +H for  those 

who are in compliance with it.  Matt. 11:28-30

13.  Another tell tale sign of STA domination is  the  refusal  to  take 

responsibility for one's own failures and mistakes.

14.  Look for someone else to blame, since it is not really spiritual to 

blame God.

15.  People often try to blame the PT for the negative volition of those 

who do not want to adhere to the straight and narrow.

16.  Surely the PT could have done more, better, been nicer, taught more 

clearly, etc.

17.  JC was a perfect pastor and the WOG indicates  that  many  rejected 

His teaching.  Matt. 13:57, 15:12-14, Jn. 6:60-66

18.  Sarai presents herself in the best possible light, in the statement 

that she just gave Abram a great gift.

19.  Look how magnanimous I was, and this is how I get repaid??

20.  Look how well I have applied, and this is my reward??

21.  Sarai complains about Hagar's STA activity in her direction.

22.  She has a bad attitude and is insubordinate  and  does  not  submit 

herself to my authority.

23.  Isn't it strange that this is exactly what Sarai was guilty of?

24.  God often allows others to do to us what we have done to  those  in 

our periphery.

25.  If you are maladjusted to your authority, God may allow those under 

your authority to show you what it is like.

26.  Inevitably believers do not like this but resent it.

27.  The first thing you should ask yourself when  conflict  arises  and 

something irritates you, is "Have I  been  treating  someone  else  this 

way?"

28.  She now demonstrates an arrogant self righteousness  which  betrays 

her further.

29.  She wants God to intervene and judge Abram for what she has brought 

on herself.

30.  This is  also  typical  of  those  who  are  maladjusted  to  their 

authorities, they run to someone else and seek to gain their approval in 

the situation.

31.  YHWH is not going to take her side in this, and even if  Abram  was 

out of line, calling down judgment on him is not the solution.

32.  If she truly thought that Abram was mistreating her, as she accuses 

him of doing, the correct response is to submit and pray for him.  IPet. 

3:1ff

33.  Abram responds with a cool which betrays the fact that  he  is  not 

out of fellowship over the situation.

34.  He calmly points out that Hagar is under Sarai's authority, and she 

has the responsibility to deal with her.

35.  He does not tell her to abuse Hagar, but that she  must  deal  with 

the situation.

36.  This is sound advice when believers come running to you complaining 

about anyone, esp. their authorities.

37.  Put the ball back in their court and  tell  them  if  they  have  a 

problem with a believer, they should deal with  it  through  the  proper 

channels.

38.  The first thing you should do if you are at odds with a believer is 

approach them one on one and make the situation known.

39.  You should pray about it, and realize that you may be  the  one  in 

the wrong, like Sarai.

40.  It may be a situation like this one where two believers are in  the 

wrong.

41.  In any case, you do not have  a  mandate  to  gossip,  slander,  or 

malign, but to try to establish peace.  Matt. 5:9, 23-24

42.  In a severe case, there are  other  steps  which  may  be  pursued.  

Matt. 18:15-20

43.  The rule of the day is found in Matt. 18:22-35.

44.  One thing you had better consider is that while you may be right in 

your own eyes and justified in your own mind, there may be another point 

of view which will embarrass you.  Prov. 25:8

45.  Sarai responds by abusing her authority over Hagar and  making  her 

life miserable.

46.  As believers an important lesson is to learn not to respond to  STA 

activity with STA activity of our own.  Rom. 12:16-21

47.   Sarai  had  a  legit.  position  of  authority,  and  could   have 

legitimately disciplined Hagar, but she did not have the right to  abuse 

her.

48.  All believers, esp. parents have to learn  the  difference  between 

legit. discipline which is appropriate, and abuse.

49.  Hagar further adds to her problems by fleeing, supposing that  this 

will alleviate the pressure in her life.

50.  As we will see, the believer who runs from their problems jumps out 

of the frying pan of testing into the fire of discipline.

51.  Believers often resort to running from the  pressure,  by  changing 

jobs, moving, divorce, etc.

52.  The problem is, you take your STA with you, and all the misery just 

gets worse.

53.  The pressure might be lightened for the short term, but in the long 

run, this is a pitiful way to approach life and demonstrates a  lack  of 

character.

54.  Keep in mind that Hagar has brought the  wrath  of  Sarai  down  on 

herself by her STA activity, and is not innocent in all this.

55.  Sarai's plan has brought nothing but misery and at this  point  has 

cost her both a good servant and the baby she wanted.

56.  Abram has reaped nothing but grief and vexation for allowing  Sarai 

to dictate policy in the home.

VS 7  NOW THE ANGEL OF THE LORD FOUND HER BY A SPRING OF  WATER  IN  THE 

WILDERNESS,  (m.s.n const fXlm one sent, a messenger, when used of  God, 

means a messenger is an angel--YHWH The angel  of  YHWH  is  the  second 

person of the God head, the preincarnate Christ--Qal impf  Xjm--prep  li 

on, upon, at, by--f.s.n.const. ]yi the word for eye is also the word for 

fountain, as the source of water--d.a. +  mayim=  the  spring  at  which 

people usually stopped on this trip--pref b + rBdM desert or wilderness)  

BY THE SPRING ON THE WAY TO SHUR.  (prep li--THE SPRING--pref b +  derek 

--rVw a desert region on the NW part  of  the  Sinai  peninsula,  toward 

Egypt.)

VS 8  AND HE SAID, "HAGAR, SARAI'S MAID, WHERE HAVE YOU  COME  FROM  AND 

WHERE ARE YOU GOING?"  (wc +Qal impf 'amar--Hagar, maid of Sarai--interr 

yX + pref m + hz=from where, where--Qal pf XOB--v +adv ]X +he  locale=to 

where, whence--Qal impf 2fs flh will you walk)   AND  SHE  SAID,  "I  AM 

FLEEING FROM THE PRESENCE OF MY MISTRESS SARAI."  (wc +Qal impf  'amar-- 

pref m +Faces of Sarai mistress of me--pers pron.+ Qal act part. xrB  to 

pass through, flee or run away)

VS 9  THEN THE ANGEL OF THE LORD SAID TO HER,  (same as above)   "RETURN 

TO YOUR MISTRESS, AND SUBMIT YOURSELF TO HER  AUTHORITY."   (Qal  imperv 

bVw to turn or return, command--prep  lX--your  mistress--v  +  Hithpael 

imperv. hni used before with the sense of afflicted  or  oppressed.   In 

hithpael it means to afflict or depress oneself, hence to humble oneself 

--prep txT= under--f.d.n. +3fs suff dy her hand =her authority)

SUMMARY VS 7-9

1.  The situation which has brought us to this point in the narrative is 

as follows:

    a.  Sarai is not faith resting the promise of an heir.

    b.  She advocates a human viewpoint solution to the problem.

    c.  She bullies Abram into going along with her STA plan.

    d.  She commands the obedience of Hagar.

    e.  Hagar conceives and succumbs to the STA  temptation  to  advance 

        herself.

    f.  She begins to be insubordinate  toward  her  mistress,  exalting 

        herself.

    g.  Sarai blames Abram for the mess she has caused.

    h.  Abram tells her to deal with her disobedient slave.

    i.  Sarai under the STA abuses her authority and mistreats Hagar.

    j.  Hagar already under her STA takes the easy way out and flees.

2.  Hagar's plan is to run away from her abusive mistress and go back to 

Egypt, as seen in the route she takes.

3.  Hagar brought Sarai's wrath on herself  by  her  STA  rebellion  and 

refusal to maintain her position in the household.

4.  She is under self induced misery, and now filled with self pity runs 

from the pressure she faces.

5.  Rather than stay in the geographical  will  of  God,  she  seeks  to 

alleviate the pressure in her life and runs back to Egypt.

6.  On the trip, she is confronted by the Angel of YHWH.

7.  This phrase occurs 52X in the OT,  and  a  careful  study  of  these 

verses indicates that the Angel of YHWH is  distinct  from  YHWH.   Gen. 

24:7; Num 22:31

8.  Further study demonstrates that the Angel of  YHWH  is  YHWH.   Gen. 

22:15-16; Ex. 3:1-4

9.  The Angel of YHWH is a theophany, a bodily appearance of the  second 

person of the God head before the incarnation.

10.  All angels have the  ability  to  take  human  form  and  can  make 

themselves visible, even though they are incorporeal  beings.   Gen.  6; 

Jn. 20:12

11.  If the angels have this power, certainly  God  who  is  greater  in 

might and ability can do the same.

12.  The fact that the Angel of YHWH found her certainly points out that 

He was looking for her.

13.  Of course God knew where she was all the time, but this is language 

of accommodation to teach the truth that God is not only interested, but 

involved, in getting his disobedient children back on the  straight  and 

narrow.

14.  When the believer  takes  a  spiritual  detour,  God  pursues  that 

believer in grace and seeks to get them to deal  with  whatever  problem 

they have succumbed to and get back in the directive will.

15.  He does not visibly appear to believers today in the CA as  He  did 

here to Hagar, but uses other methods.

16.  These include but are not limited to:

    a.  Discipline and difficulty.  Jms 4:1, 5:13-15

    b.  Blessing.  Rom. 2:4

    c.  The PT.  IPet. 5:1-3

    d.  The WOG.  ICor. 10:11-12

    e.  Other believers.  Heb. 3:13

    f.  The I/HS.  Jms. 4:5  God longs for the believer to be  F/HS  and 

        not pursuing the STA and the cosmos, Divine  jealousy.   As  the 

        believer pursuing the STA quenches and grieves the  HS,  He  can 

        grieve back, as a scorned husband would an unfaithful wife.

17.  He asks her two questions, not to obtain information, but  to  make 

Hagar articulate exactly what she is doing.

18.  He addresses her as Sarai's maid, to point out that  nothing  which 

has transpired has changed the fundamental  relationship  she  has  with 

Sarai, or her position in life.

19.  Her pregnancy, Sarai's abuse, or any other factor does  not  change 

the fact that she is a slave.

20.  The first question is designed to focus Hagar  on  the  place  from 

which she is running.

21.  In spite of the domestic problems and the fact that Abram and Sarai 

are not perfect, this is a home under the blessing of God.

22.  The niche which Hagar was fortunate enough to have was in reality a 

great place to be in the AC at that time in history.

23.  She lived under the roof of one of the greatest believers in all of 

history,  and  obviously  enjoyed  a  certain  amount  of  blessing   by 

association.

24.  Unfortunately this is what occurs when we get  under  our  STA,  we 

lose the true perspective of what we have in the plan of God  and  begin 

to focus our attention on that which is imperfect or problematical.

25.  This is a part of  the  wages  of  the  STA,  the  temporal  death, 

producing maladjustment to reality.

26.  The second question is designed to focus her on the fact  that  the 

place she is running to has nothing to offer her.

27.  It is her native home, and the place  where  she  was  raised,  and 

obviously a place she thinks will make her comfortable.

28.  In reality it is a place of spiritual  barrenness  and  a  complete 

lack of positive volition.

29.  The believers who takes the approach of Hagar will end  up  in  the 

cosmos among those with whom they have nothing in common, and trade  the 

fellowship of positive volition for the  temporary  stimulation  of  the 

cosmos.

30.  Of course the problem  in  running  away  from  your  problems  and 

pressures is that the real pressure comes from the  STA,  and  you  must 

take that with you.

31.  Hagar responds with the truth that she is fleeing from her boss.

32.  Sarai is a legitimate authority over Hagar and the will of God  for 

believers is not to seek to avoid submission to their authorities.

33.  For the believer in the CA you can have any number  of  authorities 

including:

    a.  RM

    b.  Government, national, state, local

    c.  PT

    d.  Deacons

    e.  Boss

    f.  Parents

    g.  Teachers

    h.  Authorities designated by legitimate authorities.

34.  None of the above  authorities  has  ever  been  or  will  ever  be 

perfect, nevertheless, they are still authorities  and  are  not  to  be 

rejected, mentally, verbally, or overtly.

35.  Each of the authorities comes with a command to submit to them:

    a.  RM.  Eph. 5:22ff; IPet. 3:1ff

    b.  Government.  Rom. 13:1ff

    c.  PT.  Heb. 13:17

    d.  Deacons.  Acts 6:1ff

    e.  Boss.  Col. 3:22ff

    f.  Parents.  Col. 3:20

    g.  Teachers.  IPet. 2:13

    h.  Designated authorities.  Eph. 5:21

36.  The fact that Sarai has been less than perfect in no way diminishes 

the fact that Hagar is still her slave.

37.  The Angel of YHWH counters with the correct application which Hagar 

is expected to make.

38.  Unless Hagar learns to submit to authorities, she is never going to 

come under the blessing of God.

39.  The world is full of Hagars, who reject authority, refuse to submit 

themselves, and make others the patsy for their problems and failings.

40.  These type of people are unstable and opt for the  human  viewpoint 

solution of changing their niche to suit their STA rebellion.

41.  Hagar must now return to the authority she has previously  rejected 

and begin to apply once again.

42.  Rejection of authority leads to reversionism and eventually to  the 

SUD, and for all believers it begins with rejection of the authority  of 

their RP.

43.  If you reject my authority and blow out of Grace Bible  Church  you 

are dead in the water spiritually, and  will  never  recover  until  you 

submit to God's plan.  Jms. 5

44.  Like Hagar, all believers are justified in  their  own  minds  that 

their reason for rejecting authority is bone fide, but the  only  reason 

for leaving a LC is if the PT is not faithfully teaching what is there.

45.  As the spiritual authority in the LC, the  PT  is  to  present  the 

doctrine verse by verse, book by book.

46.  As a believer, you are to line up with the doctrine and not attempt 

to circumvent it by playing off your PT  against  some  other  PT.   the 

Galatians tried to do this with Paul, and the Corinthians fell into this 

by listening to alternate viewpoint and attempting  to  straighten  Paul 

out.

47.  This is a dangerous game and usually fatal, so the WOG is dead  set 

against a believer attempting to follow a plurality of teachers, or even 

more than one.  II TIM. 4:3-4; Matt. 6:24

48.  As a believer you are not free to pick and choose  which  doctrines 

you believe and apply, if it is taught from this pulpit your job  is  to 

go with it.  ICor. 4:16, 11:1

49.  Beware of the syndrome that you have more doctrine than the PT  and 

better know what the truth is than your spiritual leader.  Gen.  3   The 

Eve complex, II COR. 11:3

  REVIEW DOCTRINE OF AUTHORITY------

VS 10  MOREOVER, THE ANGEL OF THE LORD SAID TO HER,  (wc + Qal impf  rmX 

--TO HER--Angel of YHWH)  "I WILL GREATLY MULTIPLY YOUR  DESCENDANTS  SO 

THAT THEY SHALL BE TOO MANY TO COUNT."  (Hiph infin. abs.  +  Hiph  impf 

hbr, causing to multiply, I will cause to multiply, emphatic for  surety 

of what is promised--s.d.o + SEED--v +neg Xl +Niphal  impf  3ms  [cy  to 

write or number, in Niph. to be counted or numbered--pref  m  +m.s.n  br 

many, much, numerous, great quantity)

VS 11  THE ANGEL OF THE LORD SAID  TO  HER  FURTHER,   (This  phrase  is 

repeated in vs 8,9,10,11 to emphasize the distinct nature of the  things 

He is saying to Hagar)  "LOOK YOU ARE PREGNANT, AND GIVING  BIRTH  TO  A 

SON;  (HINNEH +2fs suff--adj.f.s. hrh 14X, to be pregnant, either  early 

or late stages--v +Qal act part dly part. is used here to indicate  that 

Hagar is very close to having her child--]B)  AND  YOU  SHALL  CALL  HIS 

NAME ISHMAEL, BECAUSE THE LORD HAS GIVEN HEED TO YOUR AFFLICTION.  (wc + 

Qal pf Xrq--HIS NAME--lXimwy lit. God will hear--yK--YHWH--Qal pf  imw-- 

prep 'el + m.s.n yni affliction, distress, misery)

VS 12  AND HE WILL BE A WILD ASS OF A MAN,  (v +pers pron. +Qal impf hyh 

lit. he himself will become--m.s.n XrP  10X,  a  wild  untamed  creature 

which inhabits the wilderness or desert places--'adham, a wild ass  man)  

HIS HAND WILL BE AGAINST EVERYONE, AND EVERYONE'S HAND WILL  BE  AGAINST 

HIM.  (HAND OF HIM--pref b + lK--AND HAND OF ALL AGAINST  HIM)   AND  HE 

WILL LIVE TO THE EAST OF ALL HIS BROTHERS."  (Qal impf  bwy--prep  li  + 

FACES, to the faces =east, 25:18--ALL HIS BROTHERS)

SUMMARY VS 10-12

1.  vs 10-12 contain prophecies regarding both Hagar and her unborn son.

2.  vs 10 deals generally with the future of Hagar's descendants.

3.  vs 11-12 deals specifically with Hagar's son.

4.  In each verse, the phrase "He said" is  repeated  to  emphasize  the 

related but distinct truths YHWH is communicating to Hagar.

5.  The doctrine she receives here is designed to counter her self  pity 

and aid her in the future when she returns to Sarai.

6.  These prophecies certainly point out that nothing Sarai  can  do  to 

her is going to alter the plan of God for her,  or  keep  any  of  these 

things from being fulfilled.

7.  The angel of the Lord  is  seed  to  be  God  when  He  reveals  His 

sovereign plan to greatly multiply her descendants.

8.  Only God could make this promise.

9.  The descendants from Hagar via Abram are the Arab tribes which  have 

inhabited the area of the Arabian peninsula.

10.  The angel of the Lord points out that He is aware of her pregnancy, 

and that she is not too far from the time of delivery.

11.  He tells her the unborn child is a son, who will be given the  name 

Ishmael.

12.  This name is a tribute to the fact that God gave heed to her cry of 

distress.

13.  As a believer, Hagar had been praying about the situation she faced 

but had opted for the STA way out of her problem.

14.  Even though she had failed, God had been considering her cries  for 

deliverance, and her  child's  name  would  always  remind  her  of  the 

effectiveness of prayer.

15.  God is aware presently of any and all pressures which confront  you 

in your niche.

16.  He knew about all we would face in eternity  past  and  made  grace 

provision for us if we will just hang in there and  wait  on  Him.   Ps. 

37:1-11

17.  The Lord of  the  armies  is  keenly  aware  of  the  distress  and 

affliction which comes upon His people.  Ex. 2:23-25; Jms. 5:1-6

18.  When pressures come upon us as  they  inevitably  will,  we  should 

remember and concentrate on these verses.  Ps. 46:1 Heb. 2:16-18,  4:14- 

16; IPet. 5:6-10

19.  Ishmael is revealed to be the sort of a man who is independent, and 

would not tend to like the city life.

20.  He will be a violent aggressive type person,  who  will  of  course 

inspire those around him to react in kind.

21.  The father of the Arab tribes was of  a  warlike  disposition,  who 

initiates conflict with those around him.

22.  He is not peace loving, but antagonistic to those in his  periphery 

and lives by violence.

23.  The Arabs as a rule follow closely in the footsteps of Ishmael.

24.  The term brothers refers to  the  Jews  who  are  to  be  descended 

through Ishmael's brother, Isaac.

25.  This verse sets forth the character and nature of the Arabs who are 

descended from Abram via Ishmael.

26.  These people are antagonistic to the Jews, as  well  as  their  own 

Arab counterparts.

27.  All Arabs following Mohammed claim their descent from Ishmael,  and 

claim Abram as their father.

28.  They see Ishmael as his firstborn and so the one through  whom  the 

promise proceeds.

29.  They are therefore anti semitic and reject the line of Abram as  it 

descends from Isaac.

30.  They generally have dwelt east of the Jews all  along  the  Arabian 

peninsula, but with what they suppose is a claim to Abram's estate.

VS 13  THEN SHE CALLED THE NAME OF THE LORD WHO SPOKE TO HER, "YOU ARE A 

GOD WHO IS SEEN."  (wc +Qal impf Xrq--NAME OF YHWH--d.a. +Qal act  part. 

rbD the one speaking--prep 'el +3fs--pers. pron 2ms +m.s.n  lX  a  God-- 

m.s.n yXr 5X, that which is visible or seen, not God as the one who sees 

but as the one who is seen, The sense here being that seeing  the  angel 

of YHWH was recognized as seeing God)  THEN SHE SAID, INDEED HAVE I HERE 

REMAINED ALIVE AFTER SEEING HIM?"  (conj yK--Qal pf rmX--interrog +  adv 

,G indeed?--adv ,lh here, in this place--Qal pf hXr--prep  const.  rxX-- 

Qal act part +1cs suff= my seeing, seeing the theophany)

VS 14  THEREFORE THE WELL WAS CALLED BEER-LAHAI-ROI;  (]K=li=upon  thus, 

therefore--Qal pf Xrq + l =named--d.a.  +  rXB  a  pit  or  well--triple 

compound WELL TO LIVING SEEING)  BEHOLD IT IS BETWEEN KADESH AND  BERED.  

(hinneh--prep beyn + Kadesh--v + beyn + Bared  this  well  is  mentioned 

again in 24:62, 25:11, Bared has not been located, the well is  actually 

12 mi west of Kadesh)

VS 15  SO HAGAR BORE ABRAM A SON; AND ABRAM CALLED THE NAME OF HIS  SON, 

WHOM HAGAR BORE, ISHMAEL.  (straightforward)

VS 16  AND ABRAM WAS EIGHTY SIX YEARS OLD WHEN HAGAR BORE ISHMAEL TO HIM 

(Abram son of eighties year and six years--pref b + Qal inf const  dly-- 

Hagar--Ishmael to Abram)

SUMMARY VS 13-16

1.  These 4 verses give both Hagar's immediate response  to  the  events 

which just occurred as well as her final response.

2.  As a believer Hagar recognized  that  the  Angel  of  YHWH  was  God 

Himself.

3.  In honor of that fact, she called His name "God who is seen."

4.  Before Hagar had been under self pity and in reaction to the  events 

of her niche.

5.  This is overshadowed by the fact that YHWH appeared to her and spoke 

to her, since appearances to believers were certainly not commonplace.

6.  The fact that He appeared to Hagar demonstrated graphically that  He 

was both aware of her situation, and cared enough for her to grant  this 

very unusual event.

7.  She  is  at  once  impressed  with  omnipotence  and  love  by  this 

manifestation.

8.  Her situation under Sarai had not been improving,  even  though  she 

had prayed about it. vs 11

9.  Thinking that God did not care, she gave in to  self  pity  and  ran 

away.

10.  She expresses here total surprise that she is granted such  a  rare 

privilege of a visible manifestation of God Himself.

11.  She is aware of the fact  that  God  is  unapproachable  by  sinful 

humanity and gives expression to her amazement.

12.  She is not only surprised that God is  interested  and  appears  to 

her, but that after "seeing God" she is still alive.

13.  This demonstrates that early on believers understood  the  idea  of 

God's transcendent righteousness as  compared  to  our  unrighteousness.  

Ex. 33:20

14.  Strangely enough Hagar does not give  the  name  to  this  well  in 

commemoration of this event, we are not told  who  named  it.   Possibly 

Abram.

15.  While it is not stated it is evident that Hagar complied  with  the 

will of God and returned to her niche.

16.  As we observed in Abram, when a believer deviates under the STA for 

whatever reason, they are not going anywhere until they  return  to  the 

geographic will of God.

17.  The same is true of authorities; when  believers  rebel  against  a 

bone fide authority and opt for  STA  activity,  they  must  return  and 

submit to the authority whom they have rejected.

18.  After returning  home  and  reassuming  her  rightful  place  as  a 

servant, Hagar gives birth to a son, whom Abram calls Ishmael.

19.  This is done in obedience to what had been spoken to Hagar  by  the 

Lord at the well.

20.  The child was born when Abram was 86 years old.

    a.  arrived in Canaan at 75

    b.  Ishmael born at 86

    c.  Makes maturity at 99

    d.  Isaac born at 100

