GENESIS CHAPTER 17

OUTLINE 

I.  Abrahamic covenant reiterated and amplified.  vs 1-8

II.  The sign of the covenant.  vs 9-14

III.  Sarah's maturity adjustment and promise of heir.  vs 15-17

IV.  Ishmael.  vs 18-21

V.  Circumcision executed.  vs. 22-27

VS 1  NOW WHEN ABRAM WAS NINETY-NINE, THE LORD  APPEARED  TO  ABRAM  AND 

SAID TO HIM,  (ABRAM--wc + Qal impf hyh--SON OF NINTIES  YEAR  AND  NINE 

YEARS--YHWH--wc + Niph impf hXr was seen, had not been seen  for  around 

15 years--prep 'el +ABRAM--wc + Qal impf 'amar--prep 'el  +3ms)   "I  AM 

GOD ALMIGHTY, KEEP WALKING BEFORE ME AND KEEP BECOMING BLAMELESS.  (pers 

pron 1cs--m.s.n lX= God, the use of El stresses Deity  in  general,  and 

this word is joined with many others in the OT producing compound  names 

which emphasize some aspect of God's essence, El Elyon, God  most  High, 

emph. Sovereignty--m.p.n dw in pl yDw  Most seek  to  derive  this  word 

from the  verb  to  oppress  or  destroy  ddw  and  would  mean  God  of 

destruction, but this would hardly be a legitimate name in the  context.  

Others seek to explain it as a compound  which  means  self  sufficient.  

The fact is that there is no consensus on this word, because it it  most 

likely derived from the word for beast or teat.  To make it a word which 

means powerful is covered by the first part of the name 'El, which means 

strong or mighty, and emph. omnipotence.  THE GOD OF MANY BREASTS--Hith- 

pael imperv flh--pref l +my faces--v +Qal imperv hyh--adj.m.PLURAL  ,ymT 

perfect, complete, entire, whole)

VS 2  AND I WILL ESTABLISH MY COVENANT BETWEEN ME AND YOU,  (v +Qal impf 

]tn +cohort. ending= command in the first person--f.s.n tyrB + 1cs suff- 

beyn me and beyn you)  AND I WILL MULTIPLY YOU EXCEEDINGLY."   (v  +Hiph 

impf hbr--s.d.o +2ms--pref b + dXm dXm 

SUMMARY VS 1-2

1.  Between Chapt 16 and chpt 17, 13 years have elapsed.

2.  Both of their human viewpoint solutions about the promised seed have 

come to naught.

3.  Abram has died sexually and is unable to engage in sex, producing  a 

hopeless situation.

4.  Beyond that Sarai  has  also  died  sexually,  having  gone  through 

menopause and cannot have children.

5.  Their situation is completely hopeless from the human viewpoint.

6.  The strife which had come into  the  household  through  the  failed 

attempt with Hagar never was fully resolved.

7.  There is no record of God having given Abram  any  other  revelation 

during this time.

8.  Add to all this the general pressures and problems which  come  from 

aging and the decay of the outer man, which they both experienced.

9.  In spite of these things, both Abram  and  Sarai  have  adjusted  to 

their respective niches, and have continued to  exercise  faith  in  the 

doctrine they have received.

10.  Spiritually they have grown considerably and are  actually  on  the 

verge of MAJG.

11.  It is at this juncture that the Lord once again appears to Abram.

12.  He introduces this conversation with a new  title,  which  is  here 

revealed to Abram.

13.  El Shadday means the God of breasts or many breasts.

14.  Given Abram's sexual death and the barrenness of Sarai's womb, this 

name for God is quite appropriate.

15.  The term breasts or teats is used in the Bible to  communicate  the 

following:

    a.  Pleasure.  Prov. 5:19

    b.  Sexual prosperity.  Hosea 9:14

    c.  Nourishment.  Joel 2:16

    d.  The place of total intimacy.  Song of Sol. 1:13; Hosea 2:2

16.  Abram and Sarai's blessing of an heir is keyed to their making  the 

maturity adjustment.

17.  One of the significant things about maturity is that  the  Lord  is 

more real and important to the believer than the blessings He provides.

18.  The mature believer is satisfied with God at a level  the  immature 

believer cannot fathom.

19.  God Himself becomes the source of nourishment, pleasure, prosperity 

etc. rather than His blessings.

20.  Many breasts signify the many  ways  God  brings  pleasure  to  the 

mature believer.

21.  This aspect of fellowship with God is available to  all,  who  will 

diligently seek Him.

22.  The believer cannot be double minded and ever reach this place, his 

total focus must be on El Shadday.

23.  Enemies of the believer include:

    a.  STA lusts which distract you in the soul.  IPet. 2:11

    b.  Rejection of the GAP system.  Includes those who reject the  LC, 

        the authority of the PT, face to face, consistency,  failure  to 

        believe and apply what  you  learn,  verse  by  verse  teaching, 

        correct hermeneutic, theological grid, etc.

    c.  Occupation with the cosmos.  James 4:4; IJohn 2:15ff

    d.  Failure to apply separation.  IICor. 6:17ff; Heb. 12:14

    e.  Pursuit of the details over doctrine.  Matt. 6:19-24

24.  Like  Abram,  God  reserves  certain  fabulous  blessings  for  the 

believer until he reaches maturity.

25.  He commands Abram, who is now a mature believer to keep on ordering 

his life just as he has previously.  Keep on walking

26.  The second imperative is to keep on becoming mature, which is  seen 

in the word tamiym.

27.  This word means to be complete or whole  and  does  not  teach  Ph2 

perfection or sinlessness.

28.  What it does teach is that maturity is a place where  the  believer 

is not missing any of the doctrines or applications which are  incumbent 

on him.  James 1:2-4

29.  This should debunk the  myth  that  maturity  is  an  end  for  the 

believer.

30.  Spiritual maturity in no way is a time to slow up or cease to apply 

the doctrines you have applied all along in order to arrive.

31.  Some believers have the notion that if they are  in  maturity  they 

are exempt from certain doctrines, and authorities in the CWL.

32.  Abram is told to continue doing what he has been doing.

33.  Paul points out in Phil. 3:7-16 that he did not consider himself to 

have arrived spiritually  at  a  place  where  further  growth  was  not 

necessary.

34.  He further states that those who are mature do not have  any  other 

attitude.

35.  The Royal imperatives are still in full force and effect no  matter 

where you think you are spiritually.

36.  As a believer in Christ it is not wise to consider how  mature  you 

think  you  are,  but  just  to  concentrate  on  your  niche  and   the 

applications which are to be made on a daily basis.  Mt. 6:34; Phil 3:13

37.  James points out very clearly that the level of  your  maturity  is 

obvious by your application in the LC.  James 3:13

38.  vs 2 indicates that God was not going to fulfill all  the  promises 

of the covenant until Abram was in maturity.

39.  The term give indicates the fact that God  is  the  source  of  the 

covenant and blessings which come to Abram.

40.  The covenant is given strictly by God as a grace gift.

41.  While the covenant has been ratified in chapter 15, after Abram had 

fulfilled all that was incumbent on him, we observe that the fulfillment 

of the covenant awaits the MAJG.

VS 3  AND ABRAM FELL ON HIS FACE, AND GOD SPOKE WITH HIM SAYING,  (ABRAM 

FELL ON HIS FACE AND ELOHIYM--wc + Piel impf rbD emphasizes the  details 

of what God said to him--[ref l + Qal inf const. rmX

VS 4  AS FOR ME, BEHOLD, MY COVENANT IS WITH YOU  (I, LOOK, MY  COVENANT 

WITH YOU)  AND YOU SHALL BECOME THE FATHER OF MANY NATIONS.  (wc  +  Qal 

pf hyh--pref l + m.s.n bX--m.s.n.const ]Omh plenty or multitude--yOG pl)

VS 5  NO LONGER SHALL YOUR NAME BE CALLED ABRAM, BUT YOUR NAME SHALL  BE 

ABRAHAM;  (v +neg lo'  +Niphal  impf  Xrq--adv  dOi  again,  repeatedly, 

translated no longer--s.d.o + shem +2ms--ABRAM--YOUR  NAME--wc  +Qal  pf 

hyh--ABRAHAM)  FOR I HAVE MADE YOU FATHER  OF  A  MULTITUDE  OF  NATIONS  

(conj yK--Qal pf 1cs +2ms suff ]tn note perfect,  not  imperfect,  emph. 

completed action--bX--m.s.n const ]Omh abundance or multitude--yOG plur)

VS 6  AND I WILL MAKE YOU EXCEEDINGLY FRUITFUL,  (wc  +Hiph  pf  hrP  to 

bear fruit or offspring, in Hiph to cause one to do so--s.d.o +2ms--pref 

b + dXm repeated twice)  AND I WILL MAKE NATIONS FROM YOU AND KINGS WILL 

COME FORTH FROM YOU  (wc +Qal impf 1cs ]tn +2ms suff--pref l  +goy--v  + 

Melek in plural--Qal impf Xjy--pref m +2ms)

SUMMARY VS 3-6

1.  In response to being addressed by  God  Abram  assumes  a  prostrate 

postion on the ground.

2.  This is an overt expression of the inner humility and submission  to 

God which existed in Abram's soul.

3.  He is oriented to  God's  authority  and  recognizes  the  fantastic 

nature of grace as it is functioning toward him.

4.  For the believer the overt posture is  not  an  issue  in  terms  of 

assimilation of doctrine, but humility of soul.

5.  To really excel under Divine viewpoint, one must be  teachable,  and 

overcome the MA arrogance which is the enemy of grace.  IPet. 5:6-7

6.  In this Bible class, God will further  explain  the  nature  of  the 

covenant which He has established with Abram.

7.  God restates the fact that He is totally committed to  His  promises 

to Abram, and has no intention of changing His mind.

8.  The promise of many offspring is amplified  here  and  God  explains 

that Abram's seed would not be merely a group of common people.

9.  Many nations would attribute their existence to this man Abram.

10.  In commemoration of this fact and Abram's  spiritual  maturity  God 

changes his name to Abraham, which means father of a multitude.

11.  While Abram had complied with the terms of the covenant by  leaving 

Ur and moving to Canaan and separating from those he was  commanded  to, 

this particular aspect of the covenant was not fulfilled immediately.

12.  God keyed the giving of the promised heir to the spiritual maturity 

of Abram.

13.  While the covenant had been formally ratified in chap 15 and  Abram 

had complied even before that, the fulfillment of the promises  did  not 

occur all at once.

14.   Having  reached  maturity,  Abram  is  commanded  to  keep  moving 

spiritually, vs 1, and his name is changed since the heir is now in  the 

bag, as it were.

15.  At this point the heir is sure in the economy of God,  even  though 

Abraham will not see him for another year.

16.  The nations which would come from Abraham include:

    a.  The Jews through the seed Isaac.

    b.  The Arab descendants through Ishmael

    c.  The sons of Keturah.

    d.  The spiritual nation, the church

17.  Not only will nations come forth from Abraham, but royalty will  be 

a common feature of his progeny.

18.  The Covenant has been reiterated and explained in greater detail.

VS 7  AND I HAVE ESTABLISHED MY COVENANT BETWEEN ME AND YOU AND  BETWEEN 

YOUR DESCENDANTS AFTER YOU  (v +Hiph pf ,Vq to arise, in hiph  to  cause 

to arise, confirm, establish, make certain--s.d.o  +  MY  COVENANT--beyn 

+1cs--beyn +2ms--beyn  +YOUR  SEED--prep  rxX  +2ms)   THROUGHOUT  THEIR 

GENERATIONS FOR AN EVERLASTING COVENANT,  (pref l +m.p.n  rOD  from  the 

root dur which means circle or circuit, translated  generations  as  the 

period or circuit of life, no specific # of years is  attached  to  this 

noun, but the average according to Moses was 70, Ps 90--pref l  +Beriyth 

--m.s.n ,lO)  TO BECOME GOD TO YOU AND YOUR DESCENDANTS AFTER YOU  (pref 

l + Qal inf const hyh--pref l +2ms--pref l +'Elohiym--v +your seed after 

you)

VS 8  AND I WILL GIVE TO YOU AND TO YOUR DESCENDANTS AFTER  YOU   (wc  + 

Qal pf ]--pref l +2ms--AND TO YOUR SEED--prep rxX  +2ms)   THE  LAND  OF 

YOUR SOJOURNINGS, ALL THE LAND OF  CANAAN   (s.d.o  +'erets--m.p.n  +2ms 

suff rVgm 10X, the verb gur means to live among people who are  not  re- 

lated by blood, not enjoying the  civil  rights  and  priveledges  of  a 

native, our noun means the place in which one lives as an alien  or  so- 

journer--s.d.o +ALL LAND OF CANAAN)  AS A EVERLASTING POSSESSION; AND  I 

WILL BE THEIR GOD."  (pref l +f.s.n const hZxX that which one  holds  or 

possesses, his property--m.s.n ,lOi eternity--wc + Qal pf  hyh--TO  THEM 

FOR GOD)

SUMMARY VS 7-8

1.  The covenant which God has made with Abraham is sometimes spoken  of 

as fulfilled or completed and other times as incomplete.

2.  This is due to the fact that while it was  secure  and  complete  in 

God's estimation, Abraham had not seen the fulfillment of  many  of  the 

promises.

3.  As a matter of fact, he dies not seeing some of the  promises  which 

God made to him.

4.  Nevertheless, he died believing them all.  Heb. 11:13

5.  The promises of the covenant  are  often  reiterated  and  sometimes 

further information is supplied.

6.  God informs Abraham that the covenant He ratified in chapter 15  not 

only extended to Abraham, but to his descendants, forever.

7.  The force of this promise is seen in three fold way it is  expressed 

in vs 7.

    a.  to your descendants after you

    B.  throughout their generations

    c.  as an everlasting covenant

8. To this point we have been given various details which  the  covenant 

included:

    a.  an heir for Abe  15:4

    b.  innumerable descendants  15:5

    c.  land  13:15

    d.  personal blessing for Abe.  12:2

    e.  a nation  12:2

    f.  a great reputation  12:2

    g.  anti-Semitic provision  12:3

    h.  blessing by assoc. with Abraham  12:3

    i.  extending the covenant  and  the  land  provision  to  eternity.  

        17:7-8

    j.  Royal offspring  17:6

9.  In verse 7 the heart of the covenant is given and  that  is  "to  be 

God" both to Abraham and to his descendants.

10.  All the nations which came about after the  flood  each  worshipped 

their own particular god or gods and the national life was  centered  on 

the deity which they worshipped.

11.  For the seed of Abraham, his nation would enjoy  the  blessings  of 

having a relationship with the eternal, omnipotent God of Heaven.

12.  In the midst of false  religions  of  the  nations  and  the  pagan 

practices all around them, Israel would enjoy not only the light of  the 

truth, but a personal relationship with the only true God.

13.  Observations about the God of Abraham:

    a.  He is superior to all alledged gods.  Dan. 11:36

    b.  He resides in Heaven above all.  Gen. 14:18, Ps. 136:26

    c.  He is only known through revelation of Himself.  Isa. 45:18

    d.  He is the only God who has life in Himself.  Josh. 3:10

    e.  He is the creator of all.  Isa. 45:11-12

    f.  He is the most magnificient person in the universe  and  without 

        peer in any way.  Isa. 45:5, 46:9

    g.  His purpose will not be thwarted.  Isa. 46:10

14.  Consideration of His essence reveals that God is without equal.

Sov. Isa. 46:10--+R. IJn. 1:5, 3:5--Just.   Ex.  34:7--EL.   Ps.  90:1-2 

--Love.  Jn. 3:16, IJn. 4:10--Omnipotent.  Isa. 40:26-29--Omnipresn. Ps. 

139:7-12--Omniscience.  Ps. 139:1-6, Isa.  46:10--Veracity.   Tit.  1:2; 

Heb. 6:18--Immut.  Ps. 102:26-27

15.  The fact that this Being exists does not in any way  indicate  that 

HE will intervene or act on behalf of any human.

16.  Yet here He promises all the  realities  of  His  essence  will  be 

engaged on behalf of Abraham and his descendants.

17.  All this comes to the Jew based solely on the fact that  he  is  in 

Abraham.

18.  In effect all this comes as  a  result  of  the  historical  person 

Abrahman and his application in the plan of God.

19.  To be in Abraham requires that the descendant function  as  Abraham 

did, under the principle of faith.

20.  Merely being a racial descendant of Abraham is not enough  to  come 

under the full scope of this promise.  Gal. 3:7, 4:19ff

21.  When we consider the promises which God makes in terms of being God 

to someone, it is evident that the full benefit comes only on believers.

22.  God, on His part, promises certain blessings:

    a.  Protection and deliverance.  Isa. 41:8-16

    b.  Ph 2 blessings.  Ps. 81:10

    c.  He will dwell among His people.  Ezek. 37:27

    d.  Cleansing, and repudiation of STA act.  Ezek. 37:23

    e.  David's greater son on the throne.  Ezek. 34:23-24

    f.  Restoration after dispersion.  Jere. 32:36-38; Ezek. 34:11-15

    g.  Intimate fellowship with God Himself.  Jere. 30:21-24

    h.  He will perfectly reveal Himeslf, providing the entire realm  of 

        doctrine..  Ezek. 36:26-28; Heb. 8:10

23.  This relationship is not without requirements on the Jew also.

    a.  Demands Ph 2 sanct.  Lev. 11:44-45; Num. 15:40-41

    b.  Demands separation from evil.  IICor. 6:16-18

24.  As the Jew came under great blessing  by  being  "in  Abraham"  the 

believer comes under maximum blessing through his  position  in  Christ.  

Eph. 1:3ff

25.  As with the Jew, salvation ensures your place in the  kingdom,  but 

application of doctrine is required to attain the heights of blessing.

26.  God delights in exercising Himself on behalf of those  who  delight 

themselves in Him.  Ps. 37:3-9

27.  The promise of the land of Canaan becoming the  eternal  possession 

of the Jew is here reiterated, as well as the promise to be their God.

VS 9  NOW GOD SAID TO ABRAHAM,   (ELOHIYM--wc  +Qal  impf  rmX--prep  lX 

ABRAHAM)  "NOW AS FOR YOU, YOU WILL  KEEP  MY  COVENANT,  YOU  AND  YOUR 

DESECENDANTS AFTER YOU THROUGHOUT THEIR GENERATIONS.  (v +pers pron  2ms 

--Qal impf 2ms rmw to keep or guard, observe  or  attend  to  anything-- 

s.d.o +f.s.n tyrB--pers pron 2ms--AND YOUR SEED--prep  rxX  +2ms  suff-- 

pref l +m.p.n rD + 3m.p. suff)

VS 10  THIS IS MY COVENANT, WHICH YOU SHALL KEEP  (demons pron.  tXz--MY 

COVENANT--rel pron 'asher--Qal impf 2ms rmw)  BETWEEN ME AND BETWEEN YOU 

ALL AND YOUR DESCENDANTS AFTER YOU;  (]yB +1cs--v +beyn + 2mp  suff  The 

you all here is Abraham and the males of his house--v +beyn + YOUR  SEED 

--prep 'achar +2ms)  EVERY MALE AMONG YOU WILL BE  CIRCUMCISED.   (lK  + 

m.s.n rkz male, sexual distinction in the soul which is clearly seen  in 

the anatomy, the word means to pierce, and so refers to the initiator or 

agressor, both in soul and body--pref l +2mp =among you all--Niphal  inf 

const.lVm to cut off the excess flesh, the useless skin around from  the 

male sex organ.  The word is almost uniformly translated circumcise, the 

Niphal indicates that you receive the action)

VS 11  AND THE FLESH OF YOUR FORESKINS WILL BE CIRCUMCISED  (wc  +Niphal 

pf lVm--s.d.o + rwB--f.s.n +2mp suff hlri 16X, the  foreskin  or  excess 

skin which surrounds the male phallus)  AND IT WILL BE THE SIGN  OF  THE 

COVENANT BETWEEN ME AND BETWEEN YOU."  wc +Qal pf hyh--pref  l  +  tOX-- 

f.s.n tyrB--beyn me and beyn you all)

SUMMARY VS 9-11

1.  The Abrahamic covenant is in full force and effect from the time  of 

Abraham's compliance with the commands of 12:1ff.

2.  God has condescended to enter into a more formal,  public  agreement 

with Abraham in chapter 15.

3.  In the estimation of God the covenant  is  not  only  in  force  and 

effect, but is assured of fulfillment.

4.  From Abraham's perspective many of the provisions are not  fulfilled 

at all.

5.  Nevertheless, he believes that God is truthful and will provide  all 

that He has promised.

6.  Vs 9 begins with a statement that emphasizes the human responsiblity 

under the Abrahamic covenant.

7.  The agreement was voluntary on God's part  and  proceeded  from  His 

grace.

8.  Volition is still seen here to be a factor for  each  individual  in 

what follows.

9.  God here sets forth a condition which is incumbent on  Abraham,  all 

his house, and all who are descended from him.

10.  This is not a new condition of obedience, but simply  a  sign  that 

one was part of this agreement.

11.  This sign is established after Abraham was both saved  and  mature, 

so is not in any way efficacious.

12.  This is a ritual designed to remind the individual in life  of  his 

position in Abraham and his part in the covenant and blessings of it.

13.  This ritual was for males only, no females are  ever  mentioned  in 

regard to circumcision.

14.  The ritual of circumcision:

    a.  The male is born with excess skin (prepuce) around the phallus.

    b.  the cutting  away  of  the  foreskin  from  around  the  phallus 

        comprises circumcision.

15.  This ritual was not instituted as:

    a.  a hygenic operation.

    b.  some sort of tribal mark

    c.  a rite of passage into manhood

    d.  vicarious human sacrifice

16.  While circumcision is specifically noted as a sign of the covenant, 

it is obviously a very private sign, due to considerations of modesty.

17.  This illustrates the personal and private nature of both  SAJG  and 

the MAJG, both of which are internal and not visible to the  human  eye, 

but known to God.

18.  Ritual is not and should never be confused with reality, one is not 

assured  of  the  blessings  of  the  covenant  merely  because  he   is 

circumcised.

VS 12  "AND EVERY MALE AMONG YOU WHO IS EIGHT DAYS OLD SHALL BE  CIRCUM- 

CISED THROUGHOUT YOUR GENERATIONS,  (kol + zakar--pref l  +2mp--AND  SON 

OF EIGHT DAYS--Niph impf 3ms lVm--pref l +rD +2mp suff)  ONE WH0 IS BORN 

IN YOUR HOUSEHOLD OR BOUGHT WITH MONEY FROM  ANY  FOREIGNER,   (adj.m.s. 

const. dyly verbal adj. "having been  born"--of  house--v  +f.s.n  const 

hnqm an acquistion or possession--m.s.n [cK silver--pref m + lK all each 

or every--rkn=]B  verb nakar means to be foreigh or  strange  or  alien, 

noun= foreigner, or alien)  WHO IS NOT ONE OF  YOUR  DESCENDANTS.   (rel 

pron--neg lo'--pref m + zera' +2ms suff--pers pron 3ms)

VS 13  ONE WHO IS BORN IN YOUR HOUSE OR WHO IS BOUGHT  WITH  YOUR  MONEY 

WILL SURELY BE CIRCUMCISED;  (BORN IN YOUR HOUSE OR ACQUIRED  WITH  YOUR 

MONEY--Niphal inf + Niphal impf 3ms lVm "being circumcised, he  will  be 

circumcised= emphatic declaration)  THUS MY COVENANT WILL BECOME IN YOUR 

FLESH AS AN EVERLASTING COVENANT.  (MY COVENANT--wc + Qal pf hyh--pref b 

+basar +2mp suff--FOR A COVENANT, EVERLASTING)

VS 14  BUT AN UNCIRCUMCISED MALE WHO IS NOT CIRCUMCISED IN THE FLESH  OF 

HIS FORESKIN,  (v + adj.m.s lri + rkz--rel pron 'asher--neg lo' + Niphal 

impf lVm--s.d.o + basar--f.s.n hlri +2ms suff)  THAT PERSON WILL BE  CUT 

OFF FROM HIS PEOPLE; HE HAS BROKEN MY COVENANT.  (THE SOUL THE  THAT--wc 

+ Niphal impf trK will be cut off--pref m +people of him--Hiphil pf  3ms 

rrP to break, not in the physical sense, but to annul or  void--s.d.o  + 

MY COVENANT.

SUMMARY VS 12-14

1.  The Abrahamic covenant is dependant upon the  sexual  prosperity  of 

Abraham and Sarai for fulfillment.

2.  God chose the very organ which at this time was impotent to  signify 

the agreement which is in effect.

3.  Very specific instructions are laid down in order to answer all  the 

questions which might arise then, or in the future.

4.  The instructions include:

    a.  the time

    b.  the participants

    c.  the length of time this was in force

    d.  whether others were included in this ritual

    e.  the results for failure to comply.

5.  The parents were responsible to see that their  male  children  were 

circumcised.

6.  This was to be done on precisely the eighth day of their life.

7.  This ritual was to be fulfilled throughout their  history,  and  not 

discontinued.

8.  All male slaves were to be circumcised also.

9.  Any slave who was later acquired was to be circumcised.

10.  Basically anyone who was  to  be  associated  with  Abraham  on  an 

ongoing basis was to participate in this ritual.

11.  The first group who included Abraham himself and all males over the 

age of eight had to voluntarily submit to this ritual.

12.  This was an expression of their solidarity  with  Abraham  and  the 

fact that they wished to be  associated  with  him  in  terms  of  their 

relationship with God.

13.  After this time  it  was  incumbent  on  the  parents  who  had  to 

voluntarily bring their sons forward to engage in this ritual.

14.  The sign was a token of the fact that the  parents  understood  the 

spiritual issues and wished to comply with them.

15.  They were in effect placing the child in Abraham.

16.  Each person individually had to comply with the doctrine  of  faith 

in Messiah and recognize the importance of BD for themselves.

17.  Their missing foreskin being a permanent reminder  in  their  flesh 

that they should follow in the footsteps of Abraham.  Gal 3:7

18.  The Jews eventually distorted ritual into reality and by  the  time 

of Christ were of the opinion  that  racial  descent  from  Abraham  and 

compliance witht the rituals ensured God's blessing.  Jn. 8:39

19.  The fact that others were brought into the scope  of  the  covenant 

showed the fact that God did not limit His blessing to strictly Abrahams 

family.

20.  This should have stopped any tendancy toward racial arrogance,  but 

unfortunately did not.  Jn. 4:9

21.  God expressly emphasized the importance of the ritual in vs 14.

22.  Failure to comply with the ritual of circumcision led to  rejection 

by God and expulsion from the community of believers.

23.  Failure to bring the child for circumcision illustrated the parents 

rejection of their spiritual heritage.

24.  They indicated by lack of compliance that they did not believe  the 

issues relating to SAJG or the importance of BD.

25.   The  leaders  of  the  community  were  responsible   to   monitor 

individuals in the community and make certain that  they  complied  with 

the ritual.

26.  Failure to do  so  forced  the  leadership  to  excommunicate  said 

individual from the people of the covenant.

27.   Separation  from  those  under  the  covenant  signified  lack  of 

participation in the blessings of the covenant.

28.  Separation from the people of  God  signified  separtion  from  God 

Himself.

29.  This would become a regular feature of the Jews,  as  seen  in  Ex. 

30:33,38; Lev. 7:20,21,25,27, 17:9, 19:8, 23:29

30.  The importance of ritual was so great that violation of the  ritual 

illustrated the negative volition beneath the overt act.

31.  Observations concerning the ritual of circumcision:

    a.  The negative volition of the parents who refused to comply  with 

        the ritual obviously had repurcussions on the child.

    b.  All children who were circumcised did not  necessarily  believe.  

        note the example of Ishmael and Esau.

    c.  The refusal of the parents who may have been  negative  did  not 

        preclude the child believing and complying later.

    d.  God takes rituals which He commands very seriously  as  seen  by 

        the complete separation from those who don't comply.

32.  The term uncircumcised later  became  a  term  of  derision  and  a 

synonym for unbelievers who were disobedient to God.

VS 15  THEN GOD SAID TO ABRAHAM,  (ELOHIYM SAID TO ABR.)  "AS FOR  SARAI 

YOU WIFE, YOU SHALL NOT CALL HER NAME SARAI, BUT YOU WILL CALL HER  NAME 

SARAH.  (Sarai--f.s.n hWX--neg lo' + Qal impf  2ms  Xrq--s.d.o  ,w  +3fs 

suff--SARAI--conj yK because--hrw "princess", now the beauty of her soul 

is catching up to her physical beauty--HER NAME)

VS 16  AND I WILL BLESS HER AND INDEED I WILL GIVE YOU  A  SON  BY  HER.  

(wc +Piel pf frB--s.d.o +3fs suff--v +adv ,g indeed--Qal pf ]tn This  is 

a perfect since the giving of a son preceeds much of her blessing, which 

is somewhat detailed in this verse--pref l +2ms--m.s.n ]B--pref m +2fs)

YES I WILL BLESS HER AND SHE WILL BECOME THE MOTHER OF NATIONS;   (wc  + 

Piel pf frB +3fs suff--wc + Qal pf hyh--pref l +goyim)  KINGS OF PEOPLES 

WILL COME FROM HER."  (m.p.n flm + m.p.n ,i--Qal impf hyh--pref m +2fs)

SUMMARY VS 15-16

1.  Having addressed Abraham and dealt with all the specifics  which  we 

have seen, God now turns to Sarai.

2.  Chapter 16 may have left one with  the  impression  that  Abram  and 

Sarai were not much different than any other couple of their time.

3.  After the lapse of 13 years Abram and Sarai  are  on  the  verge  of 

spiritual maturity.

4.  He has previously promised Abraham  blessing  in  time  as  well  as 

blessing in eternity.

5.  God has blessing reserved for Sarai, the likes  of  which  staggered 

her ability to believe it.  Gen. 18:9-15

6.  God notifies Abraham that not only has his name been changed,  Sarai 

will now be called Sarah.

7.  This name is appropriate for the spiritual beauty of her  soul,  and 

indicates God's assessment of her character.

8.  God specifically puts Abraham on notice that his heir will come from 

his wife.

9.  Keep in mind that this is the one thing that they both  wanted  more 

than anything else, and they both were  going  to  participate  in  this 

blessing together.

10.  The blessings which come to an adjusted couple in the POG  come  to 

both of them since they are one flesh.

11.  Another specific blessing promised to Sarah, beyond the  son  which 

she desperately wanted, was that nations would proceed from her.

12.  This promise does not take into account the other sons  which  have 

and will come from Abraham.  Ishmael and sons of Keturah 25:2

13.  Through Isaac and then Esau came kings as recorded in Gen. 36:31.

14.  The kings of Israel which came through Jacob came from  this  woman 

also.

VS 17  THEN ABRAHAM FELL ON HIS FACE AND LAUGHED, AND SAID IN HIS HEART,  

(ABRAHAM--wc + Qal impf lpn--prep li + His faces--wc + Qal impf  qxj--wc 

+ Qal impf rmX--IN HIS HEART)  "WILL A  CHILD  BE  BORN  TO  A  MAN  ONE 

HUNDRED YEARS OLD?  (h interrog--Niphal impf dly--TO A SON OF A  HUNDRED 

YEAR)   AND  WILL  SARAH,  WHO  IS  NINETY  YEARS  OLD  BEAR  A  CHILD?"  

(continuation of the question began above--SARAI--DAUGHTER  OF  NINETIES 

YEAR--Qal impf dly--the hypothetical particle ,X not translated)

VS 18  AND ABRAHAM SAID TO GOD, O THAT ISHMAEL MIGHT LIVE  BEFORE  YOU!"  

(ABRAHAM--wc + Qal impf rmX--prep. lX + d.a.  +ELOHIYM--interjection  Vl 

introduces a wish--YISHMA'E'L--Qal impf hyx will or might live--TO  YOUR 

FACES)

SUMMARY VS 17-18

1.  These 2 verses contain the immediate  response  of  Abraham  to  the 

phenomenal news that Sarah was going to bear him a son.

2.  Immediately he is struck with the  immensity  of  this  promise  and 

falls to the ground.

3.  This posture expresses his subordination to God's person and will.

4.  The concept of an heir had been a desire of his soul for many years, 

and now at age 99 he is told that it will come to pass.

5.  He is extremely grateful to God for the  blessing  he  is  about  to 

receive and this is also expressed by falling on his face.

6.  A host of emotions must have been tumbling through his soul  as  the 

impact of this news struck  him,  including  relief,  joy,  incredulity, 

happiness for Sarah, thankfulness, and as we will see, even concern  for 

Ishmael.

7.  He is so overwhelmed by the prospect of this  event  that  he  falls 

face down and laughs within himself.

8.  His laughter is not an expression of unbelief, but an expression  of 

the pressure which he has endured for years, which is now lifted.

9.  He also sees the humor in the giving of an  heir  into  a  seemingly 

impossible situation.

10.  He recognizes that his body is well past his sexual prime.

11.  He also is aware of the fact that Sarah is past menopause  and  has 

never had a child before.

12.  From the human viewpoint, this is  a  hopeless  situation  on  both 

sides.

13.  He also recogizes now why  God  did  not  accept  the  adoption  or 

surrogate mother approach.

14.  Romans 4:17-21 sheds further light  on  this  period  of  Abraham's 

history.  vs 17:

    a.  When God made this statement to Abraham, humanly  the  situation 

        was hopeless.

    b.  In spite of this, Abraham believed God and brought the attribute 

        of omnipotence to bear on the situation.

    c.  God can give life to the physically dead, and  to  the  sexually 

        dead.

    d.  God is able to produce an heir from nothing if necessary.

vs 18.  

    a.  In hope and against hope  pull  the  believer  in  two  opposite 

        directions.

    b.  Against hope refers to the human assessment of the situation and 

        the chances of an heir being born.

    c.  In hope refers to the assessment of faith based on the  WOG  and 

        consideration of the person of God.

    d.  Abraham believed the incredible that at age 100 he would  become 

        the father of many nations.

vs 19.

    a.  Abraham did not allow his  hopeless  condition  dictate  to  his 

        soul what to believe.

    b.  Even as he declined physically,  he  continued  to  believe  the 

        promise.

    c.  He did not, on the other hand, close his eyes to  the  realities 

        of his niche, he considered them carefully.

    d.  Even as he considered these realities, he did not lose sight  of 

        the fact that God had promised him an heir.

vs 20.

    a.  vs 20 is an explanation of the first clause of vs 19.

    b.  Abraham observed what the physical realities were, but  did  not 

        waffle back and forth between doubt and faith.

    c.  He never gave up on the fact that God was going to make him  the 

        father of many nations.

    d.  Even through the failed  solutions  of  adoption  and  surrogate 

        mother, Abraham's faith was progressively strengthened.

    e.  Even as his and Sarah's body atrophied, his belief  in  doctrine 

        continued.

    f.  He recognized that for God it was no more difficult  to  give  a 

        son to a sexually dead man and woman than it was  to  raise  the 

        dead or create ex nihilo.

    g.  During his life, he was thankful for the fact that he  would  be 

        the father of many nations, and expressed it repeatedly.

vs 21.

    a.  By the time the child was to be born Abraham could not have been 

        any more convinced that God would do this.

    b.  He recognized that if God was able to promise it, He was able to 

        do it.

15.  So it is clear from Romans that Abraham's response was not  one  of 

unbelief or negative volition.

16.  With this in view, we must interpret vs 18 as a legitimate  concern 

on the part of Abraham for his son, Ishmael, and  not  as  a  suggestion 

that Ishmael be the heir.

17.  Abraham realized that the promise of an heir  through  Sarah  would 

bypass Ishmael completely.

18.  Abraham loved his son and did not desire him to  fall  outside  the 

boundaries of the covenant.

19.  He merely seeks God's blessing and favor on his other son, also.

VS 19  BUT GOD SAID, "INDEED, SARAH  YOU  WIFE  WILL  BEAR  YOU  A  SON,  

(ELOHIYM--wc +Qal impf rmX--adverb lbX an affirmative  in  ancient  Heb. 

but with a note of correction, No indeed, or  truly  indeed--SARAH  YOUR 

WIFE--Qal act part f.s. dly--TO YOU A SON)  AND YOU WILL CALL  HIS  NAME 

ISAAC; AND I WILL ESTABLISH MY COVENANT  WITH  HIM  FOR  AN  EVERLASTING 

COVENANT  (wc + Qal pf Xrq--s.d.o  +  shem--qxjy  yits  chaq,  laughter, 

laughing--v +Hiph pf ,Vq--s.d.o  +  MY  COVENANT--prep  tX  +3ms--FOR  A 

COVENANT EVERLASTING)  TO HIS DESCENDANTS AFTER HIM  (pref  l  +Seed  of 

him--prep rxX +3ms)

VS 20  AND AS FOR ISHMAEL, I HAVE HEAR YOU;  (v +l +Ishmael--Qal pf imw)  

BEHOLD, I HAVE BLESSED HIM AND WILL MAKE HIM FRUITFUL, AND WILL NULTIPLY 

HIM EXCEEDINGLY.  (Hinneh--Piel pf frB +s.d.o +3ms--wc  +  Hiph  pf  hrP 

will cause him to be fruitful= sexual prosperity--s.d.o +3ms--wc +  Hiph 

pf hbr will cause to multiply--s.d.o +3ms--pref b  +dXM  dXm)   HE  WILL 

BECOME THE FATHER OF TWELVE PRINCES, AND I WILL MAKE HIM A GREAT NATION.  

(tens two--m.p.n Xywn from nasa' lifted up, hence a prince or king, also 

used of captains of tribes or families--Hiph impf dly--wc + Qal pf ]tn I 

will give him--pref l +yOG--lOdG)

VS 21  BUT MY COVENANT I WILL ESTABLISH WITH ISAAC,  (v +s.d.o  +Beriyth 

 word order is here emphasizing the  covenant  and  the  importance  God 

attaches to it--Hiph impf ,Vq--Isaac)  WHO SARAH WILL  BEAR  TO  YOU  AT 

THIS SEASON NEXT YEAR."  (rel pron.--Sarah--Qal impf dly--to you--pref l 

+ d.a. +m.s.n diOM a set time or space of time, hence a  season--d.a.  + 

near demonst--pref b +d.a. +YEAR--d.a. +adj.f.s rxX following or  after, 

translated next year)

SUMMARY VS 19-21

1.  God responds first to what  Abraham  had  been  thinking  inside  in 

regard to the fact that he and Sarah would have a son.

2.  Abraham believed this incredible fact, and God further confirms  the 

fact that Sarah will indeed have a son.

3.  God names the boy Isaac, which is quite appropriate considering  the 

response of both his father and mother.  vs 17, 18:12

4.  God demonstrates His sense of humor by naming the child laughter.

5.  God states what Abraham already knew, that the coming son  would  be 

the one through whom the covenant and promises would proceed.

6.  God states that the  covenant  has  already  been  established  with 

Abraham's grace son.

7.  Like the agreement with Abraham, it is in effect forever.

8.  The descendants of Isaac will also fall under its blessing.

9.  Elohiym now resonds to Abraham's request on behalf of Ishmael.

10.  Ishmael merely acquires blessing by association with  Abraham,  and 

so will inherit sexual prosperity and a great posterity.

11.  His descendants will include royalty.

12.  All that Ishmael inherits is related to the temporal  realm,  since 

he will not believe and cannot inherit in the spiritual realm.

13.  Isaac, on the other hand, will believe and pursue doctrine to MAJG, 

and so inherits both temporally and eternally.

14.  vs 21 emphatically states that the covenant which God  has  entered 

into is specifically to be passed to Isaac.

15.  Abraham is now told that the long awaited heir and son is only  one 

year away.

VS 22  AND WHEN HE HAD FINISHED SPEAKING WITH  HIM,  GOD  WENT  UP  FROM 

ABRAHAM.  (wc +Piel impf hlK to be completed or finished--pref  l  +Piel 

inf const. rbD word emphasizes the details of what he had said--wc + Qal 

impf hli to go up or ascend--prep li + Abraham)

VS 23  THEN ABRAHAM TOOK ISHMAEL HIS SON, AND ALL WHO WERE BORN  IN  HIS 

HOUSE AND LL WHO WERE BOUGHT WITH HIS MONEY  (wc +Qal impf xql--s.d.o  + 

ISHMAEL, HIS SON--AND ALL BROUGHT FORTH OF  HIS  HOUSE--AND  ALL  BOUGHT 

WITH HIS SILVER)  EVERY MALE AMONG THE MEN OF ABRAHAM'S  HOUSEHOLD,  AND 

CIRCUMCISED THE FLESH OF THEIR FORESKIN IN THE VERY SAME DAY, AS GOD HAD 

SAID TO HIM.  (every male from men of house of abraham--wc  +  Qal  impf 

lVm--flesh of their foreskins--pref b + f.s.n ,ji used for  the  pronoun 

"itself"--the day the this--rwXK just as--Elohiym--Piel pf rbD--prep  tX 

+3ms)

VS 24  NOW ABRAHAM WAS NINETY-NINE YEARS OLD WHEN HE WAS CIRCUMCISED  IN 

THE FLECH OF HIS FORESKIN.  (v +Abraham--son of nineties and nine year-- 

pref b + Niphal inf const lVm  +3ms=  in  his  being  circumcised--m.s.n 

rwB--f.s.n hlri)

VS 25   AND  ISHMAEL  HIS  SON  WAS  THIRTEEN  YEARS  OLD  WHEN  HE  WAS 

CIRCUMCISED IN THE FLESH OF HIS FORESKIN.  (same as above)

VS 26  IN THE VERY SAME DAY ABRAHAM WAS  CIRCUMCISED,  AND  ISHMAEL  HIS 

SON.  (in itself, the day the this--Niph part. lVm  being  circumcised-- 

Abe and Ishmael, his son)

VS 27  AND ALL THE MEN OF HIS HOUSEHOLD, WHO WERE BORN IN THE  HOUSE  OR 

BOUGHT WITH MONEY FROM A FOREIGNER, WERE CIRCUMCISED WITH HIM.  (no  new 

vocab.)

SUMMARY VS 22-27

1.  In the beginning of this chapter we are told that God  made  Himself 

visible to Abraham and began this conversation.

2.  When God was finished talking, He ended the conversation, and left.

3.  It appears that Abraham saw God depart by ascending out of sight.

4.  Abraham begins immediately to set about executing what he  has  been 

commanded.

5.  He rounds up all who fall under the rite of  circumcision,  Ishmael, 

all who had been born in his house, and all who he had acquired.

6.  Every male was included in this ritual.

7.  Abraham is 99 years old at the time all this transpired and his  son 

Ishmael was 13 years old.

8.  Obviously males in the household who were circumcised could range in 

age from 8 days to any number of years.

9.  Abraham  was  a  believer  who  was  mature  while  Ishmael  was  an 

unbeliever.

10.  Those who were circumcised that same  day  varied  dramatically  in 

their spiritual life and growth also.

11.  To the thinking person this should make  it  evident  that  circum- 

cision was not a sign  of  ones  spiritual  standing,  but  merely  ones 

association with Abraham.

