GENESIS CHAPTER 20

The entire chapter  deals  with  Abraham  and  Abimelech  and  Abraham's 

failure to F/R his personal safety.

VS 1  NOW ABRAHAM JOURNEYED FROM THERE TOWARD THE  LAND  OF  THE  NEGEV,  

(Abe--wc + Qal impf icn lit to pull up or pluck out, to remove  a  camp, 

to pull up the pegs and break camp--pref  m  +  ,w--f.s.n  'erets  +  he 

locale--d.a. + bgn the  south,  the  southern  region  of  Canaan)   AND 

SETTLED BETWEEN KADESH AND SHUR; THEN HE SOJOURNED IN GERAR.  (wc +  Qal 

impf bwy indicates his more permanent camp--prep ]yB + wdq located  some 

50 miles s. of Beersheba, also known as En-misphat--and between--rVw  an 

area, not a city, located SE of Palestine and E. of Egypt--wc + Qal impf 

rVG to reside temporarily, not his permanent base, but likely moved  his 

flocks into that area for pasture--pref b + rrg more than 50 miles north 

of the area he had been in, not in Canaanite territory, but a  fortified 

Philistine city)

VS 2  AND ABRAHAM SAID OF SARAH HIS WIFE, "SHE IS MY SISTER."   (Abe--wc 

+ Qal impf rmX--prep lX to or toward, here=regarding--Sarah, his  wife-- 

my sister is she)  SO ABIMELECH, KING OF GERAR,  SENT  AND  TOOK  SARAH.  

(flmybX lit my father is a king, a title which was adopted by those  who 

came from royalty, not his given name--king of Gerar--wc + Qal impf  xlw 

to send out, sent his men to bring her--wc + Qal impf xql--s.d.o + Sarah

SUMMARY VS 1-2

1.  The event of this chapter is similar to the event described  in  Chp 

12.

2.  Some have attempted to state that they are different accounts of the 

same event, but this is obviously incorrect.

3.  Some suppose that it is inconceivable that Abraham would have failed 

in the same way on two separate occasions.

4.  This is certainly possible, and one must  keep  in  mind  that  some 

20-25 years have elapsed since chapter 12

5.  Comparison and contrast on these two events:

    a.  Two different places are involved, Gerar and Egypt.

    b.  Two different rulers are involved, Abimelech and Pharaoh.

    c.  20-25 years separate the two occurrences.

6.  This chapter opens with the simple statement that Abraham moved from 

the region of Mamre, where he has resided for some 15-20 years.

7.  What prompted this move is not stated, whereas  in  chapter  12,  he 

clearly moved because of a lack of faith-rest in regard  to  his  living 

grace.

8.  One fact is clear, and that is that Gerar, where he ended up is  not 

within the bounds of Canaan.  Gen. 10:19

9.  Possible explanations for the move:

    a.  Difficult economic conditions

    b.  Fallout from Sodom affected the area close by

    c.  The need for new pastures

10.  In any case, this move rekindles the old fears regarding his  wife, 

which have not plagued him since the trip into Egypt.

11.  This is an area of weakness which Abraham did not fully master, and 

the same STA trend is observed in his son, Isaac.  Gen. 26:7

12.  There is no evidence that he moved into this area  at  the  request 

of God, who has told him to stay in Canaan.  Gen. 13:17

13.  This move brings certain pressures back upon  Abraham  which  would 

not have come upon him had he stayed in Hebron.

14.  Once again this points out that one should not  attempt  to  change 

their niche without clear Divine direction.

15.  For the believer in the CA, this means that you do not take a  job, 

move, or do anything else which complicates your niche and distracts you 

from your association with your local church.

16.  You bring pressures and problems on yourself which would  not  have 

been there had you stayed put.

17.  Moving to pursue a job, a better climate, closer proximity to  your 

earthly relatives, etc. will not improve your lot spiritually.

18.  Abraham  demonstrates  that  in  spite  of  spiritual  growth,  and 

becoming a mature believer, there are still areas of weakness which  can 

crop up from time to time.

19.  For Abraham it was fear of death due to the fact of  Sarah's  great 

beauty and the likelihood of someone wanting her for himself.

20.  The entire covenant is contingent upon the promised  offspring  who 

is less than one year from birth.

21.  How can God allow Abraham to be killed before the seed is born?

22.  Doctrine indicates that He cannot.

23.  At this point Abraham succumbs to fear  for  his  life,  and  loses 

sight of the doctrine which would have enabled him to pass this test.

24.  He repeats the mistake of some 25 years earlier and Sarah  ends  up 

once again in a harem.

25.  Instead of recognize that God cannot let him  die,  he  resorts  to 

deceit, in an attempt to preserve his own life.

26.  Once again his fear for his life causes him to place his wife in  a 

very risky position.

VS 3  BUT GOD CAME TO ABIMELECH IN A DREAM AT NIGHT  AND  SAID  TO  HIM,  

(Elohiym--wc + Qal impf XOB--prep 'el + Abimelech--pref B + ,Olx--d.a. + 

hlyl toward the night--wc + Qal impf 'amar--pref l +  3ms)   "LOOK,  YOU 

ARE A DEAD MAN BECAUSE OF THE WOMAN WHOM YOU  HAVE  TAKEN,  FOR  SHE  IS 

MARRIED."  (hinneh + 2ms--Qal act part tVm lit are dying--prep li  upon= 

on account of--the woman--rel pron--Qal pf laqach--v + pers pron 3f.s.-- 

Qal pass part liB lit. being ruled or lorded over by someone--m.s.n  liB 

a lord or master= belonging to a husband) 

VS 4  NOW ABIMELECH HAD NOT COME NEAR HER; AND HE SAID,  (v +  Abim--neg 

lo' + Qal pf brq to approach or come near, in this context for sex--prep 

'el + 3f.s.--wc + Qal impf 'amar)  "LORD, WILL YOU SLAY A  NATION,  EVEN 

THOUGH RIGHTEOUS?"  (adonay--interr he--yOg--adv.  gam=indeed--Qal  impf 

grh to kill or slay--adj.m.s qyDj)

VS 5  "DID NOT HE HIMSELF SAY TO ME, 'SHE IS MY  SISTER'?   (interr--neg 

lo'--pers pron + Qal pf 3ms 'amar--pref l  +1cs--lit.  my  sister,  she)  

AND EVEN SHE HERSELF, DID  SHE  NOT  SAY  'HE  IS  MY  BROTHER'?   (very 

emphatic here that they both conspired to deceive him--v+ pers pron.f.s. 

+ adv gam= also, indeed or even--pers pron + Qal pf  'amar--my  brother, 

he)  IN THE INTEGRITY OF MY HEART AND THE INNOCENCE OF MY HANDS  HAVE  I 

DONE THIS"  (pref  b  +  m.s.n  const  ,T  integrity,  a  lack  of  evil 

intentions in the MA, not doing things for mischievous or evil  purposes 

--bbl + 1cs--v +  pref  b  +  ]OyQn  niqqayon,  5X,  cleanness,  purity, 

guiltlessness,  innocence,  not  demanding  punishment--of   my   palms, 

emphasizing the up turned hands with  nothing  hidden  in  them--Qal  pf 

'asah --near demons f.s. tXz

SUMMARY VS 3-5

1.  From the fact that God addresses this man, and what  follows  later, 

it is evident that Abimelech is a believer.

2.  How long Sarah was in his harem is not recorded, but enough time has 

passed to allow for sex between Abim. and Sarah.

3.  God addresses Abim. in a dream at night and informs him that  he  is 

under a death sentence for taking Sarah into his harem.

4.  He explains that she is another man's wife, and not just any man but 

a close personal friend of God.

5.  Moses informs us that Abim. had not approached Sarah yet for sex.

6.  This fact must be  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  reader,  to 

emphasize that Sarah, while she was in jeopardy in this  situation,  had 

not been violated sexually.

7.  This is explained  by  the  fact  that  Abim.  was  having  physical 

problems as a result of DD, which would have eventuated in his death.

8.  This discipline was designed to keep Abim. from violating Sarah.

9.  This also demonstrates the length to which God will go to protect  a 

woman, in spite of failure by her right man.

10.  God is for the positive wife and will do whatever is  necessary  to 

ensure her safe conduct to maturity.

11.  Even the failures of her husband, which may  certainly  impact  her 

niche, will not be allowed to stand in the way.

12.  God had struck Abim. and all those in the Royal  palace  with  some 

sort of disease which precluded sex, and procreation.  vs 17-18

13.  Abim. immediately appeals to the attribute of justice  and  asserts 

that the people of his land have done nothing wrong.

14.  This is not entirely true, since he and his men have taken  another 

man's wife into his harem.

15.  It is true that they acted in ignorance of the true  facts  of  the 

case, but the fact that Sarah is married remains.

16.  He cites the fact that both Abraham and Sarah conspired together to 

deceive him in regard to their true relationship.

17.  Abraham and Sarah did not totally  lie,  but  told  a  half  truth, 

designed to deceive those around them.

18.  Anything which is said with  the  intent  of  deceiving  or  hiding 

information from another is a lie.

19.  He  specifically  tells  the  Lord  that  Abraham  and  Sarah  each 

individually told him the same thing.

20.  He claims that he had no mental attitude sins or evil intentions of 

robbing Abraham of his wife.

21.  He further points out that he has done nothing overtly amiss toward 

either one of these two believers.

22.  He goes so far as to say that his nation would  not  be  guilty  of 

such a thing intentionally, indicating that he was  a  righteous  ruler, 

and enforced establishment laws in regard to marriage.

23.  He had no desire to harm  Abraham,  and  used  no  overt  power  or 

violence to oppress Abe and bring Sarah into his harem.

24.  It is evident from what God has  told  him  that  ignorance  is  no 

excuse.

VS 6  THEN GOD SAID TO HIM IN  THE  DREAM,  "YES  I  KNOW  THAT  IN  THE 

INTEGRITY OF YOUR HEART YOU HAVE DONE THIS,  (then the Elohiym  said  to 

him in the dream, I myself know that in the integrity of your heart  you 

have done this)  AND I MYSELF HAVE ALSO KEPT YOU  FROM  SINNING  AGAINST 

ME; THEREFORE I DID NOT LET YOU TOUCH HER.  (pers pron--wc  +  Qal  impf 

fwx to restrain or hold in, to withhold or deny something--adv. gam--you 

--pref m + Qal inf const Xux--pref l +1cs--]K=li therefore neg lo' + Qal 

pf 1cs + 2ms suff ]tn to give=to allow or make it possible--pref l + Qal 

inf const ign to touch=to violate sexually--her)

VS 7  NOW THEN, RESTORE THE MAN'S WIFE, FOR HE IS A PROPHET,  (v  +  hTi 

now--Hiphil imperv. bVw cause to return--wife of the man--conj kiy--pers 

pron--m.s.n Xybn a prophet, this is the first usage  of  this  word,   a 

messenger and spokesman for God, who was endued  with  revelation  which 

others were not, and was responsible to accurately communicate  whatever 

message they had received.  It could be short or long  term  information 

regarding the future, but in any case the prophet was to be treated very 

considerately, since he was the spokesman which God had chosen to reveal 

Himself to, and he possessed the words of  Deity.   Abraham  is  both  a 

family priest, and now is revealed to be a prophet in that he  possessed 

the Divine revelation and would speak it freely)  AND HE WILL  PRAY  FOR 

YOU AND YOU WILL LIVE.  (wc + Hithpael impf llP--prep diB lit. behind or 

after, when used of persons expresses advantage, "on behalf of"--v + Qal 

imperv. hyx)  BUT IF YOU DO NOT RESTORE HER,  RECOGNIZE  THAT  YOU  WILL 

SURELY DIE, YOU AND ALL WHO ARE YOURS."  (v + 'im=if--subst. ]yX it does 

not exist--Hiph ptc bVw restoring--Qal imperv.  idy--conj  kiy--Qal  inf 

abs + Qal impf tVm dying you will die--pers pron 2ms--and all  which  is 

to you)

SUMMARY VS 6-7

1.  God responds to Abim. protestations of innocence in the dream.

2.  Via omniscience, He is aware  that  Abim.  harbored  no  MAS  toward 

Abraham, and did not take his wife out of malice.

3.  While God acknowledges that Abim. was free from  MAS,  He  does  not 

state that his hands are clean in the matter.

4.  This is the reality of a sin  of  ignorance,  one  may  be  mentally 

unaware of what he is doing, but it is a sin nonetheless.

5.  It is clearly evident here that sins  of  ignorance  are  not  swept 

under the carpet by God.

6.  God does, however, recognize that Abim. has done this unwittingly.

7.  On His part, He intervenes with some physical DD on  Abim.  and  his 

household, in order to restrain him from bringing further DD on himself.

8.  God extended mercy toward Abim. by keeping him from further  sinning 

against Himself.

9.  He has protected Abim., Sarah, and  even  Abraham  by  the  sickness 

which He placed on Abim. household.

10.  God will not allow this  situation  to  continue,  and  makes  that 

crystal clear in vs 7.

11.  He commands Abim. to immediately get Sarah out  of  his  harem  and 

back to Abraham.

12.  He informs Abim. that Abraham is a prophet, one who has  the  Words 

of God and understands His plan.

13.  Abim. would have not guessed this, since  Abe  had  certainly  been 

less than a spokesman for God by his lying to Abim.

14.  Even great believers fail, but this does not alter in any way their 

fundamental maturity, or position with God.

15.  Abraham stood in a very unique position with God in  his  day,  and 

one would not  readily  perceive  his  spiritual  greatness,  simply  by 

meeting up with him.

16.  We, likewise, possess  the  treasure  of  BD  in  earthen  vessels.  

IICor. 4:7

17.  People who meet us do not have any  true  clue  in  regard  to  our 

position with God or our place in His plan.

18.  Unless they have some measure of positive volition,  and  take  the 

time to inquire, they continue in the darkness, even though the light is 

in their area.  Jn. 3:19-21

19.  Because Abe stands in such a unique position with God, he  is  able 

to intercede for others who are not in such a position.

20.  Abraham's prayer is effective since he understands the plan of  God 

and prays in line with the D/VP.  Jn. 15:7,15-16

21.  Abim. is informed that if compliance in this matter is  not  immed. 

forthcoming, his death is certain.

22.  Not only he, but his entire household, will fall under the wrath of 

God.

23.  This incident illustrates the fact, that  even  though  people  are 

ignorant of who we are, and they may be unaware of the  fact  that  they 

are jamming a positive believer, nonetheless God is  offended  when  the 

cosmos abuses one of his children.

24.  It is also evident that this is true  in  spite  of  failure,  even 

significant failure, on our part.

25.  As a parent we often feel the same way, our children may come under 

our discipline, but we will not tolerate someone else abusing them.

26.  The same is true of the PT, who must deal with his sheep concerning 

their flaws, but no one else had better attempt to do so.

VS 8  SO ABIMELECH AROSE EARLY  IN  THE  MORNING  AND  CALLED  ALL  HIS 

SERVANTS AND SPOKE ALL THESE THINGS IN THEIR HEARING; AND THE  MEN  WERE 

GREATLY FRIGHTENED.  (Abim--wc + Hiph impf ,kw to arise early--pref  b  + 

rqB--wc + Qal impf Xrq--to all his servants--wc + Piel impf rbd--s.d.o + 

all the things, the these--in their ears--the men--wc + Qal impf  Xry  + 

adv. me'odh)

VS 9  THEN ABIMELECH CALLED ABRAHAM AND SAID TO HIM, "WHAT HAVE YOU DONE 

TO US?  (Abim--wc P Qal impf qara'--to ABE--wc + Qal impf 'amar--to  him 

--interr hm--Qal pf 'asah--to us)  AND HOW HAVE I  SINNED  AGAINST  YOU, 

THAT YOU HAVE BROUGHT ON ME AND ON MY KINGDOM A GREAT  SIN?   (v  +mah-- 

Qal pf 1cs Xux--toward you--conj. kiy=in  order  that=result--Hiphil  pf 

XOB--on me and on my kingdom--a sin, a  great)   YOU  HAVE  DONE  TO  ME 

THINGS WHICH SHOULD NOT BE DONE."  (Qal pf 2ms hwi--conj ,i with=against 

--m.p.n hwiM things, deeds, actions, works which one produces--rel  pron 

--neg lo' + Niphal impf 'asah)

VS 10  AND ABIMELECH SAID TO  ABRAHAM,  "WHAT  HAVE  YOU  OBSERVED  THAT 

CAUSED YOU TO DO THIS THING.?"  (Abim said to  Abe--interr  mah--Qal  pf 

hXr did you see, externally in my land--conj kiy=in order  that--Qal  pf 

'asah--s.d.o + the thing, the this)

SUMMARY VS 8-10

1.  After this unsettling dream, Abim. likely spent a fitful night,  and 

arises early the following morning.

2.  He immediately calls together his staff  and  relates  to  them  the 

contents of the dream.

3.  It was clear to Abim. and to his staff that this was  not  merely  a 

dream, but a Divine revelation.

4.  He recognized that whatever befell his  kingdom  was  his  responsi- 

bility, and assumes that responsibility.

5.  The leadership of the land recognized the serious nature of what had 

transpired, and took the matters to heart.

6.  While their understanding and relationship with  God  was  far  less 

than that of Abe, they did understand that  God  was  seriously  jamming 

them.

7.  They also understood that DD of a more serious nature was on the way 

if the matter was not resolved.

8.  After they discuss the situation, Abim. sends for  Abe.  and  brings 

him before the council.

9.  He poses three questions regarding the motivation  of  Abe  for  the 

actions he has done.

10.  This is the second time that Abe has been confronted by a ruler for 

this same activity.

11.  The first question deals with the fact that  innocent  people  have 

been made to suffer by Abe's actions.

12.  Even a mature believer ought to consider the ramifications of their 

actions, since what we do often impacts others in our periphery.

13.  The question implies that Abe had intentionally done  something  to 

them which would result in God jamming them.

14.  This is not true, Abe did not attempt to harm them, so much  as  he 

was merely looking out for his own skin.

15.  We are instructed to not look out merely for our own interests, but 

for the interests of others.  Phil 2:1-4

16.  He lays the blame for their current situation at the feet of Abe.

17.  Although he knows that he has not sinned against Abe., he asks  Abe 

if there is some wrong which had been done to him which would cause  him 

to seek revenge.

18.  Revenge either on a personal level against Abim, or  on  a  greater 

level against his nation.

19.  He points out to Abe. that he has engaged in  a  course  of  action 

that is not considered acceptable by normal people.

20.  Once again the fear of Abe. which resulted in  lying  to  save  his 

skin has blown up in his face.

21.  Here he stands before a ruler, in a region he should not likely  be 

in, receiving public humiliation.

22.  Abe. was publicly humiliated before this tribunal.

23.  He finally asks him what he had observed in his nation which  would 

prompt him to do such a thing.

24.  This stresses once again that his kingdom  was  very  establishment 

oriented, and violations of person and privacy and property were  not  a 

feature of life in that kingdom.

25.  The result of these questions must yield the following conclusions:

    a.  This was Abes fault.

    b.  The king had done nothing to him to prompt this lie.

    c.  His kingdom was establishment and there was no reason for fear.

    d.  There was no reason for Abe to have lied to them.

26.  Whether or not he ever changed his  policy  is  not  recorded,  but 

these events should have made Abim. consider that God was  not  blessing 

his pursuit of a harem.

27.  The fact that it was acceptable  behavior  in  some  or  even  most 

places at that time in history, has to be weighed against the fact  that 

this blew up in his face also.

VS 11  AND ABRAHAM SAID, "BECAUSE I THOUGHT, ONLY THERE IS  NO  FEAR  OF 

GOD IN THIS PLACE;  (and Abe said--conj kiy--Qal pf 'amar=  I  said,  or 

said to myself=I thought--adv qr adv of limitation or  exclusion,  only, 

alone--'eyn=there does not exist--fear of Elohiym in the place the this)  

AND THEY WILL KILL ME BECAUSE OF MY WIFE.  9wc + Qal pf grh to  kill  or 

slay + 1cs--prep li + dabhar=the thing or matter--my wife)

VS 12  BESIDES, SHE ACTUALLY IS MY SISTER, THE DAUGHTER  OF  MY  FATHER, 

BUT NOT THE DAUGHTER OF MY MOTHER,  (v + gam=indeed--adv hnmX in  truth, 

truly--my sister--daughter of my father, she--but  not  daughter  of  my 

mother)  AND SHE BECAME MY WIFE;  (wc + Qal impf hayah--to me for a wife

VS 13  AND IT CAME ABOUT, WHEN GOD CAUSED ME TO WANDER FROM MY  FATHER'S 

HOUSE, THAT I SAID TO HER,  9wc + Qal impf hayah--pref K + rel pron=just 

as--Elohiym, here= the gods as seen by the person of the  verb--Hiph  pf 

3cp biT to wander, in Hiph. to cause to wander or travel--from house  of 

my father--wc + Qal impf 'amar--to her--hz  +  m.s.n  dcx  +  2fs=mercy, 

kindness, aid or help, support--rel pron--Qal impf 'asah--prep ,i +  1cs 

--to or at lX--every place which we will go to there--Qal  imperv  rmX-- 

pref l +1cs to me or about me--my brother, he)

SUMMARY VS 11-13

1.  Like Pharaoh, Abim. was mightily displeased and calls Abraham on the 

carpet.

2.  Both demand an explanation for his actions, but Pharaoh just rebukes 

him and does not wait or care for an explanation.

3.  Abim. is a believer, and  waits  for  Abraham  to  explain  himself, 

instead of just using his authority to run him out of Gerar.

4.  Abraham must sense that Abim. was speaking the truth before when  he 

claimed that his nation was establishment and  was  concerned  with  the 

rights of the individual.

5.  He certainly feels comfortable enough to not only offer  an  explan- 

ation for his actions, but tells Abim. the entire truth.

6.  He begins by explaining that his actions were motivated by one over- 

ruling thought.

7.  He presupposed that there was no fear of God in that region, and  so 

assumed that people would not regard human rights.

8.  The fear of the Lord may be defined as it relates to  believers  and 

unbelievers alike.

9.  For UBs the fear of the Lord would  entail  a  respect  for  person, 

privacy and property.

10.  It  demands  impartiality  and  the  execution  of  justice  in  an 

establishment setting.  IIChron. 19:7

11.  A leader who fears the Lord  would  avoid  the  sins  and  excesses 

assoc. with abuse of his authority and those under it.  Neh. 5:15

12.  For the believer the fear of the Lord extends beyond  merely  being 

establishment and extends to his respect for and pursuit of  BD.   Prov. 

1:7,29, 2:5, 9:10

13.  Abraham feared that this was not an area which would  be  concerned 

with the welfare of the individual, and his life would be in danger.

14.  This begs the question, "why did he go there if that is true?"

15.  When the believer acts apart from the  revealed  will  of  God,  he 

exposes himself to certain pressures and problems  which  he  would  not 

have otherwise had to face.

16.  He explains to Abim. that there was some measure of truth  to  what 

they had told him, that it was not just a bald-faced lie.

17.  Sarah was indeed his half sister.

18.  His further explanation is somewhat puzzling and  reveals  that  he 

probably did not understand that he was dealing with a believer.

19.  He states that the gods (pl) had caused him  to  wander,  and  thus 

catered to what he figured was their polytheistic orientation.

20.  He never mentions YHWH, but  just  talks  in  general  terms  about 

Deity.

21.  He does explain that he is wandering in that region at  the  behest 

of Deity, and that he is not there of his own doing.

22.  He reports accurately that he had been instructed to separate  from 

his relatives, and he had done so.

23.  He reveals that some 25  years  ago,  he  and  Sarah  had  made  an 

arrangement to deal with this issue, which he feared would come up.

24.  His three-fold explanation contained the following:

    a.  His fear based on a faulty assumption.

    b.  The fact that this was partially true.

    c.  His 25 year old plan for dealing with this specific sit.

25.  Several observations may be made on these matters:

    a.  Don't make assumptions without facts.

    b.  If you fear to do or go somewhere, don't move ahead.

    c.  Half truths are lies.

    d.  Anything said with the intent to evade or deceive is a lie.

    e.  Abe was not a good witness in terms of his conduct.

    f.  Don't accommodate to inferior systems of belief.

    g.  Fear destroys and neutralizes the believer.

    h.  Reevaluate your MO from time to time, and make certain  that  it 

        is in line with the doctrine you know.

VS 14  ABIMELECH THEN TOOK SHEEP AND OXEN AND MALE AND FEMALE  SERVANTS, 

AND GAVE THEM TO ABRAHAM, AND RESTORED HIS WIFE SARAH TO HIM.  (Abim. wc 

+ Qal impf xql--sheep and oxen and male slaves and female  slaves--wc  + 

Qal impf ]tn--to Abe--wc + Hiph impf  bVw  caused  to  return--to  him-- 

s.d.o + Sarah, his wife)

VS 15  AND ABIMELECH SAID, "BEHOLD, MY LAND IS BEFORE YOU; SETTLE WHERE- 

EVER YOU PLEASE."  (hNh--my land--to your faces--Qal imperv bwy  remain, 

reside or dwell permanently--lit. in the good (place) in your eyes)

VS 16  AND TO SARAH HE SAID, "BEHOLD, I GAVE A THOUSAND PIECES OF SILVER 

TO YOUR BROTHER;  (and to Sarah--Qal pf 'amar--hinneh--Qal  pf  nathan-- 

m.s.n const [lX thousand of--m.s.n [cK silver--to your brother)  BEHOLD, 

IT IS YOUR VINDICATION BEFORE ALL WHO ARE WITH YOU, AND BEFORE  ALL  MEN 

YOU ARE CLEARED ."  (hinneh--pers pron XVh he or it=the  silver--pref  l 

+2fs --f.s.n const tVcK a cover or covering--of the  two  eyes=the  gift 

which Abim gave was designed to be a covering of  the  eyes,  a  present 

given in order to obtain pardon or favor for  something  which  one  has 

done--pref l + all who are with you=those in your household, your family 

and servants --v + s.d.o + kol--v + Niph ptc f.s. xky or possibly  Niph. 

pf + wc not used in Qal, in Hiphil to argue, show or prove something, to 

argue down or refute, to reprove, yet this hardly suits the context here 

some suggest it =to be judged=to have justice done)   When  one  of  you 

exegetical giants figures this passage out, be sure and let me know what 

it means!!!!

SUMMARY VS 14-16

1.  Having listened to Abe's explanation of his actions, Abim.  responds 

in what may be considered an unusual fashion.

2.  He proceeds to lavish gifts on Abraham  and  offers  access  to  his 

land.

3.  He recognized that Abe did not intentionally attempt  to  cause  him 

any harm, but was honestly functioning out of fear.

4.  There was some basis to Abe's fear that a ruler might use his  power 

and authority to take his wife, and possibly have him killed, and  Abim. 

understood this.

5.  Being wise himself, he recognized that it was best to conclude  this 

matter and there was no reason for it not to be resolved amicably.

6.  Neither Abe or Abim. possess any malice for each other, in spite  of 

the fact that both of them have been wronged by the other.

7.  This demonstrates a good deal of maturity on both  their  parts,  as 

they both recognize that they are not entirely innocent either.

8.  Many problems and conflicts  could  be  resolved  in  the  lives  of 

believers if they would sit down and talk frankly  to  each  other  when 

problems arise.  Matt. 5:21-24

9.  Things might move along more smoothly when dealing  with  others  if 

one keeps in mind Matt. 7:1-5

10.  Abim. treats Abe with respect, his lie notwithstanding, and  honors 

him with many gifts.

11.  He immed. returns Sarah to Abraham and out of his harem.

12.  He offers Abraham and Sarah any part of his land which they wish to 

dwell in.

13.  He encourages them to  wander  no  more  but  to  become  permanent 

residents.

14.  He addresses Sarah and with a mild rebuke informs her of his  gifts 

to her "brother".

15.  Vs 16 is difficult to translate and interpretations  are  many  and 

varied.

16.  They include:

    A.  Sarah was to take the 1000 pieces of silver and buy her and  her 

        household veils.

    B.  Abim. was publicly rebuking and punishing her for her lie.

    C.  The silver was a gift for her tarnished reputation, which is now 

        public knowledge.

    D.  Abraham is somehow a covering for Sarah.

17.  It would be unwise to be dogmatic here, but in view of the  context 

and Abim. generous gifts and offer of his land, it does not seem  likely 

that he would now turn and rebuke Sarah.

18.  The translation as reflected by the NAS does not do  any  injustice 

to the text and is as good an explanation as any.

19.  This gift  of  silver  was  designed  to  vindicate  Sarah  of  any 

wrongdoing and conclude the matter.

20.  The gift is  designed  to  exonerate  Sarah  before  those  of  her 

household, who might be prone to look down on their mistress.

21.  It was designed to remove any reason for suspicion that  Sarah  had 

been violated sexually.

22.  This section is a  perfect  example  of  God  blessing  the  mature 

believer in spite of his STA and causing all things to work together for 

the good.  Rom. 8:28

23.  Even the sins of the mature believer have  different  ramifications 

than the sins of other believers.

VS 17  AND ABRAHAM PRAYED TO GOD; AND GOD HEALED ABIMELECH AND HIS  WIFE 

AND HIS MAIDS, SO THAT THEY BORE CHILDREN.  (Abe--wc + Hithpael impf llP 

--to the Elohiym--wc + Qal impf Xpr to sew together, to mend, to  heal-- 

Elohiym--s.d.o + Abim.--v + s.d.o + his wife--v + f.p.n hmX not the same 

word as in vs 14 hxpw a servant who is practically a  family  member,  a 

maid, 'amah = female  servants  who  were  involved  in  procreation=  a 

concubine--wc + Qal impf dly)

VS 18  FOR THE LORD HAD CLOSED FAST ALL THE WOMBS OF  THE  HOUSEHOLD  OF 

ABIMELECH BECAUSE OF SARAH, ABRAHAM'S WIFE.  (kiy--YHWH--Qal inf  abs  + 

Qal pf rji to shut up, hold  back  or  restrain,  emphatic  construction 

denoting completeness--prep diB among--kol=all--m.s.n ,xr  inner  parts, 

most often translated womb--pref l + house of Abim.--prep li  +  dabhar= 

matter--Sarah, wife of Abe.)

SUMMARY VS 17-18

1.  In spite of the problems which have occurred in his  kingdom,  Abim. 

wisely resolves this problem with Abe and Sarah.

2.  Keep in mind that he had been told by God that Abe was a prophet and 

could pray for him and deliver him from what was ailing him.

3.  Just as God had promised Abe prays for Abim. and God responds.

4.  It is interesting  to  note  that  Abim.,  his  wife,  and  all  his 

concubines had been afflicted.

5.  To suppose that it was a disease which had only affected  the  women 

in the Royal palace is incorrect.

6.  Abim. had been told by God that he was dying, so it is clear that he 

was afflicted also.

7.  Whatever the disease was, it rendered Abim. and his women  incapable 

of having sex.

8.  They were not merely prevented from conceiving, or bearing children, 

since this would not have protected Sarah.

9.  From the moment Sarah was placed in his harem, sex between Abim. and 

anyone stopped.

10.  The phrase in vs 18 is emphatic when it states that  the  Lord  had 

closed fast all the wombs.

11.  All this occurred due to the presence of Sarah in the harem of Abim.

12.  God will go to whatever lengths are necessary to protect Sarah, and 

for that matter, any positive woman who embraces His plan.

13.  He can and will protect them in spite of the callous  disregard  of 

their husbands.

14.  It should be clear that if the promise is ever fulfilled it is  not 

fulfilled based on the perfect character of Abe. or  Sarah,  but  it  is 

fulfilled by the Lord based on grace.

15.  Both have done several things which are recorded in the WOG,  which 

brought the promise into jeopardy.

16.  The same is true of us today in the CA, if we are to make the  MAJG 

and finish our course and achieve spiritual greatness, it  will  not  be 

because of us, but because of the grace of God.

17.  Like Abe and Sarah, in spite of our failures, we must be  tenacious 

with regard to doctrine and keep moving.  Phil. 3:12

18.  We cannot afford to dwell on our failures and weaknesses, but  must 

keep our attention focused on Him who is able.  Jude 24, Rom. 8:28-39

