GENESIS CHAPTER 22

OUTLINE 

I.  THE SACRIFICE OF ISAAC  VS 1-14

II. FINAL REITERATION OF THE ABRAHAMIC COVENANT  VS 15-19

III.  ABRAHAM'S RELATIVES  VS 20-24

VS 1  NOW IT CAME ABOUT AFTER THESE THINGS THAT GOD TESTED ABRAHAM,  (wc 

+ Qal impf hayah--prep 'achar--the things, the these--v + d.a. Elohiym--

Piel pf 3ms hcn to smell, to examine something,  to  try,  prove,  test, 

assay, only used in Piel, 36X, This word is used primarily to deal  with 

situations in which a person is undergoing a  trial  or  difficult  time 

brought about by another.  ie. IKings 10:1, Dan.  1:12,14.   Most  times 

God is the One responsible for  bringing the difficulty which proves  or 

demonstrates the faith in doctrine of his servants.  This does not  mean 

tempt to do evil, that is designed to make one sin or  fall,  this  word 

means merely to demonstrate what something is  by  proof--s.d.o  +  Abe)  

AND SAID TO HIM, "ABRAHAM!", AND HE SAID, "HERE I AM."  (and He said  to 

him--Abraham--wc + Qal impf 'amar--hinneh + 1cs suff=behold me)

VS 2  AND HE SAID, "TAKE NOW YOU SON, YOUR  ONLY  SON,  WHOM  YOU  LOVE, 

ISAAC, AND GO TO THE LAND OF MORIAH;  (wc + Qal impf  'amar--Qal  imperv 

xql--part of entreaty na'--s.d.o + your son--s.d.o + m.s.n  +  2ms  suff 

dyxy 11X, this word means only, single, or solitary, when used of a son, 

it means only-begotten, and emphasizes not only the fact that  there  is 

one, but that this one is special and beloved and  irreplaceable,.   The 

LXX translates this word 7X by agapetos=beloved.  Also Isaac was not his 

only son, but the only son he had left--rel pron--Qal pf bhX to  desire, 

breathe after, long for, to love, to delight in, demonstrated by  desire 

for--s.d.o + Isaac--v + Qal imperv flh--pref l + 2ms =for yourself--prep 

lX + 'erets--d.a. + hYrm moriyyah a place which is  three  days  journey 

from Beersheba vs 4.  The word is a form of ra'ah + m + a contraction of 

YHWH, and means the place of the appearance or seeing of  YHWH,  and  is 

further identified in IIChron 3:1, as the site of  Solomon's  temple,  a 

fact confirmed by Josephus, the rabbinical literature, and many  others.  

Most believe the Moslem mosque, the Dome of the Rock presently  sits  on 

that site.  It is definitely in Jerusalem, and Kidner suggests  that  it 

is in the vicinity of Calvary.)  AND OFFER HIM THERE AS A BURNT OFFERING 

ON ONE OF THE MOUNTAINS OF WHICH I WILL TELL YOU."  (v + Hiph imperv hli 

cause him to go up--adv ,w--pref l + f.s.n hli that which is laid on the 

altar, specifically used for the burnt offering, since it is  completely 

consumed with fire and dedicated totally to God--prep li +  one--of  the 

mountains which--Qal impf rmX I will say or designate--prep 'el + 2ms)

SUMMARY VS 1-2

1.  Chapter 21 ends with an unspecified lapse of time,  and  chapter  22 

begins with the same unspecified lapse of time.

2.  At the expulsion of Ishmael, Isaac was 5 years old, and at the death 

of his mother in Gen. 23:1, he would be 37.

3.  At the time of this event,  Isaac  is  seen  to  be  old  enough  to 

completely grasp the sacrificial system, and old  enough  to  carry  the 

wood for the fire. vs 6-7

4.  Isaac is now a young man, likely around 20-25 years old.

5.  The first part of this chapter concerns itself with the  test  which 

came to Abraham.

6.  He has had his son for some 20-25 years, and of course has grown  to 

love and appreciate him.

7.  The test here really centers  around  the  question  as  to  whether 

Abraham loves his son more than he loves doctrine.

8.  This test is designed to prove the reality of what is  in  Abraham's 

soul, in terms of his love for God.

9.  This is without a doubt the greatest test he has ever faced over the 

course of his life.

10.  Some of his other tests he has passed, like separation from Lot and 

refusing cosmic prosperity, some  he  has  failed,  like  forsaking  the 

geographic will 12:10 and Hagar 16.

11.  Even in maturity testing is a reality for  the  believer,  and  you 

never get to a point where testing is completely over in Ph2.

12.  It is unrealistic to expect, as well  as  out  of  touch  with  the 

Bible, to assume that a state of bliss and  cessation  of  testing  will 

occur in this life.

13.  Testing here, as well as other  places  in  the  Bible,  is  to  be 

distinguished from temptation.

14.  Testing is the act of proving or demonstrating something to see  if 

it meets up to specifications or expectations.

15.  Temptation is the act by which one is solicited to do evil in order 

that harm and loss may come to them.

16.  Certainly in testing one may experience a sense of loss or  failure 

if they do not meet up to the desired standard, even though that is  not 

the purpose of the testing.  for instance you may take a vehicle out  to 

test drive, and your purpose is not to harm the vehicle, but to  see  if 

it meets up to your desires, yet  in  testing  it,  you  may  wreck  the 

transmission if the vehicle is not sound to begin with, or you may  find 

that it meets up to specs and you put your approval on it and buy it.

17.  God is seen here to  be  the  source  of  testing,  and  He  either 

directly tests men or allows them to be tested.

18.  God sends tests into our lives to demonstrate the doctrine which is 

in our souls, and not to harm us.

19.  Satan, on the other hand, tempts us to do wrong in order to harm or 

destroy us, with no thought of our welfare.

20.  Even in our testing, God has our  welfare  and  best  interests  at 

heart.

21.  God is specifically said to  never  be  engaged  in  evil,  and  He 

Himself does not ever solicit any of us to evil or sin.  Jas. 1:13

22.  Temptation arises from our own sin natures and  the  inherent  evil 

which resides in our body.  Rom. 7:21

23.  If interpreters recognized  these  simple  facts,  they  would  not 

assume that God is here tempting Abraham to kill  his  son,  an  obvious 

sin.

24.  God speaks to Abraham in his normal existence so that there can  be 

no question as to the reality of the situation.  not a dream or a vision 

which one might later question.

25.  Abraham responds  with  an  acknowledgement  of  his  presence  and 

availability to God's wishes.

26.  God has spoken to Abraham before, but never with a revelation  like 

the one which is now coming.

27.  God specifically spells out what He wants from Abraham.

28.  God addressed him by the name which He had given him,  which  means 

the father of many nations.

29.  That very name requires that his son have offspring, which  he  has 

not to this point.

30.  Simply the possession of that name would have  been  one  piece  of 

doctrine by which Abraham could conclude that nothing  could  happen  to 

his son.

31.  God commands him to take his son, the solitary, beloved  son,  whom 

he had longed for some 25 years  or  more,  and  whom  he  loved  beyond 

belief,  for  some  20  or  more  years,  and  depart  for  an   unknown 

destination.

32.  This test of leaving all he knew and going out to an unknown  place 

he has passed before.

33.  The four phrases at the beginning of vs 2 serve  to  intensify  the 

fact that God knew all the issues at stake.

34.  The final name, Isaac or laughter, is in stark contrast to the dark 

pressure which must have come on Abraham.

35.  He is instructed to take only  Isaac  with  him,  and  to  do  this 

himself.

36.  He did not consult with or tell Sarah  about  what  was  happening, 

this was a test he had to undergo alone.

37.  It would only put undue pressure on Sarah to have to wait there and 

wonder if her only beloved son would ever return.

38.  It is evident that he conducted himself in such a way in this  test 

that Sarah was not even worried.

39.  Princ. As a man you may undergo tests which it would not be wise to 

share with your wife, since she cannot truly  help,  and  it  would  not 

benefit her to know.

40.  He is to proceed to the land of Moriah,  a  region  which  actually 

became Jerusalem.

41.  He is to go to a particular mountain which will be revealed to  him 

in the future.

42.  Once again, Abraham is ordered by God  to  depart  his  comfortable 

surroundings and go to an unnamed destination.

43.  By passing the previous test in Ur and seeing how God had  provided 

for him all this time, he went without question.

44.  The last part of vs 2 reveals to Abraham the Plan of God  upon  his 

arrival at the mountain.

45.  He is to take his solitary son, whom he loves incredibly and  there 

offer him up as a sacrifice to God.

46.  What God is testing here in regard to Abraham  is  whether  or  not 

doctrine is more real to Abe than the blessings it has produced.

47.  Abraham and Sarah had this son, based on faith in doctrine.

48.  Now would he be willing to give up his son based on  faith  in  the 

Word of God?

49.  This test will  demonstrate  whether  Abraham  loves  God,  or  the 

blessings which God has given him.

50.  This command to slaughter Isaac,  and  offer  him  up  as  a  burnt 

offering seems to be in contradiction to the Abrahamic covenant.

51.  Since Ishmael was lost to Abraham both in time and eternity because 

he was an UB, Isaac is the only one who can legitimately function as the 

seed.

52.  The entire covenant rests upon Isaac, without whom, no descendants, 

no Israel, no Messiah, etc.

53.  This test seems to contradict all the doctrine which Abraham  knows 

to be true.

54.  In addition to that, there is the question as  to  whether  or  not 

killing Isaac would be murder.

55.  So Abraham had to face this test alone, with the doctrine  he  knew 

to be true, which was in stark contrast to the sacrifice of his son.

56.  Abraham knew these truths and brought them to bear on his  test  as 

we will see.

VS 3  SO ABRAHAM ROSE EARLY IN THE MORNING AND SADDLED HIS DONKEY,  (Abe 

--wc + Hiph. Impf ,kw--pref b + d.a. + rqB--wc + Qal impf wbx to bind on 

or around, used of a turban, or saddling a beast of burden--s.d.o + rOmx 

an ass or burro)  AND TOOK TWO OF HIS YOUNG MEN WITH HIM AND  ISAAC  HIS 

SON;  (wc + Qal impf laqach--two of--m.p.n rin obviously young  men  who 

were capable as servants--with him--and Isaac, his son)   AND  HE  SPLIT 

WOOD FOR THE BURNT OFFERING, AND AROSE AND WENT TO THE PLACE  WHICH  GOD 

TOLD HIM.  (wc + Pile impf iqB to cut into, to  divide,  to  cut  open-- 

m.p.n.const. ji + hli woods of a burnt offering, from 'alah to ascend or 

go up--wc + Qal impf ,Vq--wc + Qal impf halakh--to the place--rel pron-- 

Elohiym--Qal pf 'amar--to him)

VS 4  ON THE THIRD DAY ABRAHAM RAISED HIS EYES AND SAW THE PLACE FROM  A 

DISTANCE.  (on the day the third--Abe--wc + Qal impf nasa'--s.d.o +  his 

eyes--wc + Qal impf ra'ah--s.d.o + the place--pref  m  +  qOxr  used  of 

space=far off or great distance,  of  time=distant  time,  a  long  time 

either past or future)

VS 5  AND ABRAHAM SAID TO HIS YOUNG MEN, "STAY HERE WITH THE DONKEY, AND 

I AND THE YOUNG MAN WILL GO YONDER;  (Abe said  to  his  young  men--Qal 

imperv bwy sit, stay or dwell--adv hP here, in this place--with the  ass 

--v + pers pron 1cs--v + d.a. na'ar--Qal impf cohort. flh let us  walk-- 

prep di as far as--demons adv. hK thus or so, here=that place)   AND  WE 

WILL WORSHIP AND WE WILL RETURN TO YOU."  (v + Hithpalel impf hxw lit to 

bow down or be low or depressed, in Hith.  to  bow  oneself,  to  submit 

oneself, to worship--v + Qal impf cohort bVw let us return--to you all)

SUMMARY VS 3-5

1.  Abraham consults with no one but makes his plans to do  just  as  he 

has been told.

2.  The detail in this story is designed to make  the  reality  of  what 

occurred quite vivid to the reader.

3.   He  arises  early  the  following  morning  and  sets   about   the 

preparations which were necessary for his task.

4.  He loads his donkey with the wood necessary for the burnt  offering, 

and the necessary provisions for a trip which would take some 6 days.

5.  He enlists two specific servants who were likely  his  own  personal 

servants, which would not arouse any unnecessary suspicion.

6.  Once he had everything in place, he set out, not  knowing  where  he 

was going, but knowing what he had to do when he got there.

7.  He  goes  about  his  task  in  a  systematic  and  orderly  fashion 

demonstrating the fact that he was clear in his thinking.

8.  On the way there God revealed to him exactly where he was to  go  to 

perform this sacrifice.

9.  He had traveled for three days when he is finally able  to  see  the 

place from a distance.

10.  He had three days to consider the grisly task which awaited him and 

the doctrine which he knew.

11.  If he thought that he was going to kill Isaac, the pressure on  his 

soul during that time would have been incredible.

12.  That is precisely what he thought, and he fully intended to do just 

as God had told him.

13.  How could a parent gather together all that would be required,  the 

knife, with which to slit his throat, the wood with which  to  burn  him 

up, the rope with which to bind him in place  and  think  about  it  for 

three days without some real pressure on his soul?

14.  Heb. 11:17-19 shed light on what was going  on  in  Abraham's  mind 

which allowed him to pass this test.

    a.  The initial thing which allowed him  to  function  is  the  same 

        thing which is mentioned of all  those  in  Heb.  11,  faith  in 

        doctrine.

    b.  This section, like Gen. 22 indicates that this was a test of his 

        doctrine.

    c.  From what we will see in Gen. 22 and what is stated here, it  is 

        clear that Abe. entered into this without reservation.

    d.  He obviously overruled the  natural  dictates  of  his  personal 

        affection for Isaac.

    e.  He considered carefully that Isaac was the only son through whom 

        the promises could be fulfilled.

    f.  He knew that Isaac was unique and irreplaceable.

    g.  The test then was this, "How could God keep His word and fulfill 

        the promise, which depended on Isaac, if Isaac was dead?"

    h.  Abraham concluded that He could not, so Isaac  was  in  a  sense 

        impossible to kill.

    i.  Yet God had told him to kill him.

    j.  Abraham concluded that the only solution  was  the  doctrine  of 

        resurrection. vs 19

    k.  But in his mind, from the time of the command,  until  this  was 

        resolved, Isaac was as good as dead.

    l.  This explains the final phrase in vs 19  that  he  received  him 

        back as a type.

    m.  As a  matter  of  fact  this  statement  demonstrates  the  true 

        typological nature of this event.

15.  Having this understanding, we can  see  that  the  command  to  his 

servants to stay there and they would  return  was  not  merely  wishful 

thinking.

16.  He tells them that he and his son will depart and  return  to  them 

after they conclude their worship of God.

17.  In his mind, he is going to sacrifice Isaac, and reduce  him  to  a 

pile of ashes, and God would have to resurrect him.

VS 6  AND ABRAHAM TOOK THE WOOD OF THE BURNT OFFERING  AND  LAID  IT  ON 

ISAAC HIS SON,  (Abe--wc + Qal impf laqach--s.d.o + woods of  the  burnt 

offering--wc + Qal impf ,iw to set, place or put--prep li +  Isaac,  his 

son)  AND HE TOOK IN HIS HAND THE FIRE AND THE KNIFE.  (wc  +  Qal  impf 

laqach--in his hand--s.d.o + the fire--v + s.d.o + d.a. +  tlkXm  4X,  a 

sharp instrument used for cutting or slicing food, a knife)  SO THE  TWO 

OF THEM WALKED ON TOGETHER.  (wc + Qal impf  halakh--two  of  them--adv. 

vDxy in union, together)

VS 7  AND ISAAC SPOKE TO ABRAHAM  HIS  FATHER  AND  SAID,  "MY  FATHER!"  

(stfwd)  AND HE SAID, "HERE I AM, MY SON."  (and he said, behold me,  my 

son)  AND HE ASKED, "BEHOLD, THE FIRE AND THE WOOD,  BUT  WHERE  IS  THE 

LAMB FOR THE BURNT OFFERING?"  (hinneh--the  fire  and  the  woods--v  + 

interrog adv. hYX where--d.a. + hw a sheep or goat--pref l + f.s.n hli

VS 8  AND ABRAHAM SAID, "GOD WILL PROVIDE FOR HIMSELF THE LAMB  FOR  THE 

BURNT OFFERING, MY SON."  (Abe said--Elohiym--Qal impf hXr to  see--pref 

l + 3ms =for himself--the lamb for a burnt offering,  my  son)   SO  THE 

TWO OF THEM WALKED ON TOGETHER.   (wc  +  Qal  impf  flh--two  of  them, 

together)

SUMMARY VS 5-8

1.  The narrative has moved steadily along from the  inception  of  this 

test some three days earlier.

2.  Moses now begins to slow down and explicitly detail each step  along 

the way to vividly convey to the reader the reality of what occurred.

3.  Abraham takes the wood for the burnt offering, which was substantial 

and places on the back of his son.

4.  Isaac throughout this test is observed to be continually obedient to 

his father, and to follow him without question.

5.  Abraham himself takes the coals of fire, with which  to  kindle  the 

fire for the burnt offering and the sacrificial  knife,  with  which  to 

slay the victim.

6.  The two of them walk step by step up the hill in silence.

7.  As they slowly proceed, Isaac addressed his father and questions him 

about the obvious item which is missing, the sacrifice.

8.  Isaac had seen many sacrifices by this time and understood not  only 

the ritual, but the reality it portrayed.

9.  The victim for the burnt offering  was  selected  in  advance,  tied 

down, and its throat slit so that it bled to death.

10.  Then it was burned whole on the altar, and completely offered up to 

God.

11.  This typified the aspect of the work of Messiah in which  He  would 

eventually satisfy God's righteousness which demanded judgment for sins.

12.  This doctrine is known as propitiation.

13.   God's  righteousness  demanded  that  unrighteousness  or  sin  be 

punished, and  His  perfect  justice  determined  that  the  appropriate 

penalty was spiritual death.  Gen. 3

14.  The death of the innocent sacrificial  animal  portrayed  the  fact 

that one day Christ would enter  into  the  realm  of  spiritual  death, 

although He Himself was innocent.

15.  The complete destruction of the animal via fire and  the  ascending 

smoke emphasized the effect of the sacrifice topside in the 3rd Heaven.

16.  Isaac was well aware of all that was taught in this ritual, but  he 

rightly observed that the sacrifice was missing.

17.  Certainly by now Abe. must have known that Isaac was going  to  ask 

this question at some point.

18.  He responds with a great prophetic statement concerning the ability 

of God to provide the necessary offering.

19.  With all the soul pressure Abe was under,  he  does  not  lose  his 

perspective, but continues to focus on God and His ability.

20.  Surely he hopes that he will not have to sacrifice his son, but  he 

knows if he does that God can raise him from the dead.

21.  They continue on together in  silence,  each  man  alone  with  his 

thoughts.

22.  Abraham battling in his soul against this dramatic test.

23.  Isaac was obviously now somewhat uneasy about what  was  occurring, 

but recognizing that he had complete confidence in his father.

24.  Abraham walks with his burden, but with complete confidence in  his 

God, and Isaac walks with his burden, but with the  same  confidence  in 

his father.

25.  At some point along the way it must have  occurred  to  Isaac  what 

might possibly be coming to pass.

VS 9  THEN THEY CAME TO THE PLACE OF WHICH GOD HAD  TOLD  HIM;   (stfwd)  

AND THERE ABRAHAM BUILT THE ALTAR, AND ARRANGED THE  WOOD,   (Abe--wc  + 

Qal impf hnB--adv. sham--s.d.o + d.a. + xBzm  the  place  of  sacrifice, 

built it out of uncut stones--wc + Qal impf fri to set out or arrange in 

order, to put in order, to organize--s.d.o + the woods)  AND  BOUND  HIS 

SON ISAAC, AND LAID HIM ON THE ALTAR ON TOP OF THE WOOD.  (wc + Qal impf 

dqi 1X, to bind or tie up--s.d.o + Isaac, his son--wc + Qal  impf  ,yw-- 

s.d.o + 3ms suff--pref m + prep lim above or the top  part=from  above-- 

pref l + the woods)

VS 10  AND ABRAHAM STRETCHED OUT HIS HAND, AND TOOK THE  KNIFE  TO  SLAY 

HIS SON.  (Abe--wc + Qal impf xlw--s.d.o  +  his  hand--wc  +  Qal  impf 

laqach--the knife--pref l + Qal inf const  uxw  to  slaughter,  commonly 

used  to  describe  the  slaughter  by  slitting  the  jugular  of   the 

sacrificial animal being offered to Deity--s.d.o + his son.)

SUMMARY VS 9-10

1.  The two men continued to walk along in silence, each alone with  his 

thoughts of what was awaiting them.

2.  As they continued up the mountain, they finally arrived at the place 

which God had told Abe. about.

3.  Abraham, as he usually does, begins  to  build  the  altar  for  the 

sacrifice.

4.  The altar was constructed out of uncut  stones,  which  would  later 

become part of the Mosaic law.  Ex. 20:25; Deut. 27:5-6

5.  The altar was the place of sacrifice, and no human work or skill  of 

any kind was admitted.

6.  Upon completing the altar, which Isaac likely helped  to  construct, 

Abe begins to arrange the wood in  the  appropriate  formation  for  the 

'olah or burnt offering.

7.  After all this is in place, we read the unexpected.

8.  Abraham calls his son Isaac to him and begins to take the rope which 

had held the wood together and tie him up.

9.  Isaac now clearly understands that he is to be the sacrifice to God.

10.  Yet he does not resist his father, due to  complete  confidence  in 

His father.

11.  He is also extremely positive and knows that his father  would  not 

do anything of this nature apart from the will of God.

12.  He did not begin to whine, cry, assume  his  father  had  lost  his 

mind, or anything of the sort.

13.  He passively takes what his father does to him.

14.  After he is firmly tied down, Abraham takes his son and places  him 

on top of the wood.

15.  Isaac does not react or resist.

16.  Abe. then looks around for the knife  he  brought  with  them,  and 

takes it into his hand and lifts it into the air.

17.  In less than 2 seconds, he will take the knife and  slit  his  only 

son's throat and bleed him to death.

VS 11 BUT THE ANGEL OF THE LORD CALLED TO HIM  FROM  HEAVEN,  AND  SAID,  

(Angel of YHWH--wc + Qal impf qara'--to him from the  heaven--wc  +  Qal 

impf 'amar)  "ABRAHAM, ABRAHAM!" AND HE SAID, "HERE I AM."  (stfwd)

VS 12  AND HE SAID, "DO NOT STRETCH OUT YOUR HAND AGAINST THE  LAD,  AND 

DO NOTHING TO HIM  (wc + 'amar--neg lX + Qal impf xlw immediate  prohib. 

=stop stretching your hand--prep 'el + na'ar--v + 'al + Qal impf  'asah= 

immed. prohib. stop doing--pref l  +  3ms--indef  pron  hnVXm  anything, 

whatever, in any way, at all)  FOR NOW I KNOW THAT YOU FEAR  GOD,  SINCE 

YOU HAVE NOT WITHHELD YOUR SON, YOUR ONLY SON, FROM  ME."   (kiy--'atah, 

now--Qal pf idy--conj kiy--Qal act part Xry--Elohiym--pers pron 2ms= you 

are fearing El, or are a fearer of El--v + neg  lo'  +  Qal  pf  fwx  to 

restrain or hold in, to hold back or withhold--s.d.o + your son--s.d.o + 

yachiydh= only begotten, solitary--pref m + 1cs suff)

SUMMARY VS 11-12

1.  The angel of the Lord interrupts this  proceeding  just  before  the 

fateful moment.

2.  The angel of the Lord is clearly identified as separate from God and 

clearly identifies Himself as God.  vs 11-12c

3.  It is once again the 2nd Person of the Godhead who speaks to Abe.

4.  The Son recognizes  that  Abraham  would  have  proceeded  with  the 

execution and so calls out to him twice.

5.  Abe responds with his usual statement of here I am.

6.  God the Son commands him to stop what he is doing, and go no further 

with the sacrifice.

7.  The Angel of the Lord now states that He is aware of the  fact  that 

Abraham feared God.

8.  Obviously Deity always knew at all times what  Abe.  would  do,  but 

this particular test has made it overtly manifest that Abe. did not just 

give lip-service to doctrine.

9.  No matter how difficult the application was which  God  called  for, 

Abraham was willing to make it.

10.  This overtly demonstrated that fact to everyone.

11.  The phrase "fear God" refers to his adherence to and application of 

the WOG.

12.  Nothing was more valuable to Abe. than the WOG and compliance  with 

the plan of God, not even the closest family member.

13.  Abraham truly demonstrated category one love to  the  maximum,  and 

withheld nothing from God, not even his only son.

14.  This test has made it plain that Abraham loved God and would comply 

with even the most difficult section of His Word.

15.  This man has truly become a great believer who trusts God  and  His 

Word above all else.

16.  He loved God, which he demonstrated by obedience to His word,  more 

than he loved the blessings which God provided.

17.  This  is  a  test  that  believers  face,  commonly  known  as  the 

prosperity test.

18.  God blesses us through obedience to His Word, and then asks  us  to 

give up the things which He has provided.

19.  It is easy for the believer to begin to have more concern  for  his 

blessings than he does for the application of BD.

20.  Tests such as this one determine if we love God and His Word, or if 

we love that which BD provides more.

21.  The MA which Abraham manifested here is the correct one, occupation 

with the Lord, not with our blessings in time.

22.  Job demonstrated this same mature attitude.  Job 1:21

23.  When you find yourself thinking or saying  that  God  has  provided 

this and I will not give it up, you are failing the prosperity test.

24.  If God provides something, He has the right to take it away.

25.  Although as we have seen here, He may just want you to  prove  your 

willingness to make the application.

26.  Then again, He may really want you to part with some great blessing 

for some particular reason.

27.  If He does, He will reward you for your application.  Phil. 2:5ff

28.  The tendency which one must fight during this sort  of  testing  is 

bitterness toward God for His demand.  Job

VS 13  THEN ABRAHAM RAISED HIS EYES AND LOOKED, AND BEHOLD,  (Abe--wc  + 

Qal impf Xwn--s.d.o + his eyes--wc + Qal impf hXr--v +  hinneh)   BEHIND 

HIM A RAN CAUGHT IN THE THICKET BY HIS HORNS; (m.s.n lyX a ram, from its 

curved and twisted horns--adv rxX behind--Niph part zxX to take hold  of 

or seize, to catch, in Niphal being caught--pref b + d.a.  +  m.s.n  fbc 

verb means to interweave or intertwine, a thicket of branches--pref b  + 

]rq a horn as of an ox, a goat or ram)  AND ABRAHAM WENT  AND  TOOK  THE 

RAM, AND OFFERED HIM UP FOR A BURNT OFFERING IN THE PLACE  OF  HIS  SON.  

(Abe--wc + Qal impf halahk--wc + Qal impf laqach--s.d.o + the ram--wc  + 

Hiphil impf hli caused him to go up--pref l + hli  for  or  as  a  burnt 

offering--prep txT instead of--his son)

VS 14  AND ABRAHAM CALLED THE NAME OF THAT PLACE THE LORD WILL  PROVIDE,  

(Abe--wc + Qal impf Xrq--name of the place the that--hvhy + Qal impf hXr 

lit to see, to look after or have regard for, to  provide  for  or  take 

care of "to see to something")  AS IT IS  SAID  TO  THIS  DAY,  "IN  THE 

MOUNTAIN OF THE LORD IT WILL BE PROVIDED.  (rel pron + Niphal impf 'amar 

--d.a. + yom--pref b + rh--YHWH--Niphal impf ra'ah)

SUMMARY VS 13-14

1.  After the Angel of the Lord stops him, Abraham becomes aware of what 

was going on around him.

2.  Surely he had been completely immersed in what  he  was  doing,  and 

under the pressure of this test was somewhat preoccupied.

3.  He looks behind him and sees what he most likely had already  heard, 

someone or something struggling in the brush.

4.  He sees a male sheep, perfectly acceptable for sacrifice, caught  in 

the thicket.

5.  Abraham goes and gets the ram and brings it to the altar  and  frees 

his son, who just minutes before was under a death sentence, from God.

6.  He slits the rams throat and offers him up  in  the  ritual  of  the 

burnt offering in the place of his son.

7.  This provision fulfilled what Abraham had said in vs 8,  God  indeed 

provided for Himself what was necessary.

8.  In commemoration of this event Abraham called that place, YHWH  will 

provide.

9.  In the time of Moses some  400  years  later,  this  name  had  been 

lengthened into a proverb.

10.  The sense of this proverb is that when men come to a test, God will 

be there to make whatever provision is necessary to pass the test.

11.  This proverb as well as the name Abraham  assigned  to  that  place 

emphasizes God's faithfulness to His own.

12.  This entire section is packed full of typological significance,  as 

is expressed in Heb. 11:19

13.  One important fact about types is that if the whole is a type,  the 

individual parts are also types.

14.  From the clear statement in Heb. Isaac is clearly identified  as  a 

type of JC.

15.  The typological significance of this incident:

    a.  Abraham is a type of God the Father who  was  to  sacrifice  His 

        only son.

    b.  Isaac is a type of Christ, obedient to the Father to  the  point 

        of death.

    c.  Isaac carrying the wood is fulfilled by  the  fact  that  Christ 

        carried His own cross.  vs 6  Jn. 19:17

    d.  The fire represents the Divine judgment, which would consume the 

        entire offering, God's wrath against sin.

    e.  The knife was the means of execution, in the hand of the  Father 

        teaching the fact that it was Christ's spiritual death which was 

        inflicted upon by the Father which was the issue.

    f.  The altar represents the place of sacrifice, the cross.

    g.  The fact that in  Abraham's  mind  his  son  was  dead,  and  he 

        received him back teaches the reality of the resurrection.

    h.  The ram, which God provided in place  of  the  boy  teaches  the 

        doctrine of substitutionary atonement.

    i.  The ram itself was a type of Christ who was offered  up  in  our 

        place.  Eph. 5:2, Tit. 2:14

    j.  The fact that God  provided  all  that  was  needed  to  satisfy 

        Himself teaches that JC fully propitiated the Father.

    k.  The burnt offering teaches the doctrine of propitiation  or  the 

        impact of the sacrifice of JC in the third heaven.

    l.  The unique circumstances surrounding the birth of Isaac and  the 

        fact that he was the only  begotten  son  point  to  the  unique 

        nature of God's Son.

VS 15  THEN THE ANGEL OF THE LORD CALLED TO ABRAHAM A SECOND  TIME  FROM 

HEAVEN.  stfwd

VS 16  AND SAID, "BY MYSELF I HAVE SWORN, DECLARES THE LORD,  (wc +  Qal 

impf 'amar--pref b + 1cs by me--Niphal pf ibw to swear or take an oath-- 

Qal ptc ,Xn to mutter or murmur, to speak in  a  low  voice,  used  most 

often of God, lit YHWH is saying--YHWH)   BECAUSE  YOU  HAVE  DONE  THIS 

THING, AND HAVE NOT WITHHELD YOUR SON, YOUR ONLY SON,  (conj kiy + conj. 

]iy on account of--rel pron 'asher--Qal pf 'asah--s.d.o + the thing  the 

this--v + neg lo' + Qal pf fwx to restrain or hold  back--s.d.o  +  your 

son--s.d.o + m.s.adj dyxy only begotten)

VS 17  INDEED I WILL GREATLY BLESS YOU, AND I WILL GREATLY MULTIPLY YOUR 

SEED AS THE STARS OF THE HEAVENS,  (conj kiy--Piel inf abs +  Piel  impf 

frB--v + Hiphil inf abs + Hiph impf hbr--s.d.o +  your  seed--pref  K  + 

m.p.n bkOk just as the stars--of the heavens)  AND AS THE SAND WHICH  IS 

ON THE SEASHORE; AND YOUR SEED WILL POSSESS THE GATE OF  THEIR  ENEMIES.  

(V + pref k + lOx sand--rel pron--prep li + f.s.n const hpw the lip, the 

edge or border  of--the  sea--your  seed--v  +  Qal  impf  wry  to  take 

possession of, to occupy--s.d.o + m.s.n const riw a gate--Qal  act  part 

byX to be an adversary, to be a foe, to persecute or oppose)

VS 18  AND IN YOUR SEED  ALL  THE  NATIONS  OF  THE  EARTH  SHALL  BLESS 

THEMSELVES BECAUSE YOU HAVE OBEYED MY VOICE."  (pref b + your  seed--all 

nations of the earth--wc +Hithpael pf frB--adv. bqi the end or extremity 

the latter part or conclusion of something--rel pron.--Qal pf 2ms shama' 

+ b + voice of me)

VS 19  SO ABRAHAM RETURNED TO HIS YOUNG MEN, AND  THEY  AROSE  AND  WENT 

TOGETHER TO BEERSHEBA; AND ABRAHAM LIVED AT BEERSHEBA.  stfwd

SUMMARY VS 15-19

1.  After Abraham had offered the ram up as  a  burnt  offering  to  the 

Lord, the Angel of YHWH addresses him again.

2.  The first time was in vs 11 when He told him to  stop  what  he  was 

about to do.

3.  An audible voice was heard both times, so Isaac certainly heard what 

was said.

4.  Here are these two men alone on a mountain top in a strange  region, 

and a voice speaks out of the sky twice to Abraham.

5.  Abraham had heard from God before  but  this  certainly  was  a  new 

experience to Isaac.

6.  The Angel of the Lord is clearly seen to to the Lord in vs 16.

7.  God had already promised much of what is stated here to  Abraham  as 

early as Gen. 12.

8.  In Gen. 15 He condescended to enter into a more formal agreement  or 

covenant in order to demonstrate His resolve.

9.  Now God takes an oath in regard to the matters  which  are  detailed 

here.

10.  When men take  an  oath,  they  swear  by  something  greater  than 

themselves in regard to the contents of their oath.

11.  God can swear by no one greater than Himself, so  that  is  exactly 

what He does, He swears by His own Essence.

12.  Of course God did not need to enter into  a  formal  covenant  with 

Abraham, and He does not need to  swear  an  oath  in  regard  to  these 

matters.

13.  The fact that He does so just solidifies the faith of  Abraham  and 

points out how seriously He regards all these issues.

14.  Heb. 6:17 states that God desired to demonstrate to  the  heirs  of 

the promise the fact that His plans about what follows was  never  going 

to be different.

15.  God swears by Himself, the attribute of Veracity being the issue.

16.  It is impossible for God to lie, and the oath He now takes He takes 

in regard to the SG3 paragraph of Abraham.

17.  He did this not only for Abraham but for us also according to  Heb. 

6:18.

18.  If God has demonstrated that He is good for His word and  all  that 

He has promised to Abraham is now confirmed by this oath,  even  so  all 

that He has said in regard to our SG3 must be equally true.

19.  The purpose of the oath is to focus Abe. and all believers on their 

future inheritance.

20.  Due to his maximum application,  Abraham  now  has  confirmed  once 

again the particulars of the covenant.

21.  God swears that no or  nothing  will  prevent  Him  from  bestowing 

maximum SG3 upon Abraham.

22.  Since He is dealing with Abe's SG3, He cites his application of BD, 

which is of course the basis for SG3.

23.  YHWH uses very emphatic constructions to  indicate  that  He  would 

greatly bless and multiply Abraham.

24.  The seed of Abraham refers to that which proceeds  from  his  union 

with Sarah, and includes Isaac, all  future  physical  descendants,  his 

greater son, JC; and those who are descended from Him, or believers.

25.  When one sees the term seed, he must be aware of this and  seek  to 

determine which God has in view.

26.  For instance the prophecy in Gen. 15:13, referred only to Isaac and 

those physical descendants until the time of Moses.

27.  In vs 16, the seed which is multiplied as the stars of the  heavens 

refers to the most distant spiritual seed or believers in JC.

28.  That seed which will be multiplied as the sand of the sea refers to 

the physical earthly seed or the Jewish race.

29.  The fact that his seed would possess that gate of their enemies was 

a completely new revelation, based on Abe's most recent application.

30.  To possess the gate of an enemy was to  control  the  entrance  and 

focal point of that city or kingdom.

31.  This was certainly fulfilled during the  conquest  generation,  and 

will be fulfilled in the Messiah on a worldwide basis.  Heb. 1:13, 10:13

32.  vs 18 refers to the worldwide blessing which will come to  all  the 

nations on the planet through their association with JC.

33.  The phrase "bless themselves" refers to their  volitional  decision 

to orient to the Son.  Ps. 2

34.  Again note that all these promises are future from the time of  Abe 

and refer to his inheritance in the EL niche.

35.  The basis for his SG3 is stated at the end of vs 18,  obedience  to 

the Word of God.

36.  The same is true of all believers, orientation and  application  of 

BD brings phenomenal blessing in the EL niche.

37.  This has to become more real to you than  what  you  see  and  hear 

everyday, and has to become your overriding motivation and consideration

38.  God does not love Abe any more than He loves any believer  in  this 

LC, and desires to provide the  very  best  for  us  both  in  time  and 

eternity.

39.  Today if you hear His voice, do not harden your heart in  unbelief, 

but obey and set your eyes on that which eye has not seen.  ICor. 2:9

40.  Set you mind on the things above where JC is who has entered  as  a 

forerunner beyond the veil to assure us of our inheritance.   Col.  3:1; 

Heb. 6:19-20

41.  It is God's plan and my  desire  that  you  not  be  sluggish,  but 

imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit.  Heb. 6:11-12

42.  Abraham returns to the young men just as he had told them he  would 

in vs 5

43.  They departed that area and returned to the  region  of  Beersheba, 

where Abraham resided for some time.

VS 20  NOW IT CAME ABOUT AFTER THESE THINGS, THAT IT WAS  TOLD  ABRAHAM, 

SAYING,  (wc + Hophal impf dgn to be in front, to be in sight, plain  or 

manifest, in Hophal, to be shown or told  something  plainly)   "BEHOLD, 

MILCAH ALSO HAS BORNE CHILDREN TO YOUR BROTHER NAHOR:  stfwd

VS 21  UZ HIS FIRST-BORN AND BUZ HIS BROTHER AND KEMUEL  THE  FATHER  OF 

ARAM  (/Vi to impress or immerse, soft, sandy ground,  a  region  in  N. 

part of the Arabian desert, between Palestine and the Euphrates, home of 

one Job.--Buz, notable descendant was Elihu in Job 32:2--Q mu'el--father 

of ' ram 

VS 22  AND CHESED AND HAZO AND PILDASH AND JIDLAPH AND  BETHUEL."    all 

mentioned only once except Bethuel.

VS 23  AND BETHUEL BECAME THE FATHER OF REBEKAH; THESE EIGHT MILCAH BORE 

TO NAHOR, ABRAHAM'S BROTHER.  (lXVtb lit house of El,  father  or  Laban 

and Rebekah.

VS 24  AND HIS CONCUBINE, WHOSE NAME WAS REUMAH,  ALSO  BORE  TEBAH  AND 

GAHAM AND TAHASH AND MAACAH.  (v + f.s.n  wglyP  piyleghesh,  this  word 

does not just mean one in a  harem,  as  does  amah,  but  one  who  was 

considered a second wife, an offshoot of polygamy--rest  only  mentioned 

this one time.

SUMMARY VS 20-24

1.  Abraham had effectively separated from  all  his  relatives  and  of 

course did not make any attempt to keep up with what went  on  in  their 

families.

2.  His brother Nahor, which means to snore and was  indicative  of  his 

spiritual condition, must have sent word to his brother.

3.  This word was not delivered in any great hurry, since these 12  were 

most likely all born before Isaac.

4.  Abraham's family included some believers, but they  were  all  reli- 

gious reversionists and not positive to BD.

5.  How could Abraham know that these people were not  positive  to  the 

plan of God, because they did not associate with him.

6.  Once he had  separated  from  them,  Abraham  never  went  back  nor 

inquired as to their state of affairs.

7.  The unbelieving family members or  those  who  are  negative  to  BD 

certainly retain  some  of  our  natural  affection,  but  none  of  our 

spiritual affection which we have for the Royal Family.

8.  JC has promised to return superior  relationships  to  all  the  re- 

lationships which we lose  through  the  pursuit  of  God's  plan.   Mk. 

10:28-31

9.  Those who are called upon to make such sacrifices will  be  rewarded 

with great SG3.  Mk. 10:31

10.  Since Moses is nearly through with the life of Abraham it was  nec- 

essary to introduce some of the key figures who would play a part in the 

future.

11.  Of those on this list, the only one of any significance is Rebekah, 

the daughter of Bethuel, who will marry Isaac.

12.  This is the nature of those who are negative to God's plan, none of 

them amount to much to write about.

13.  These people were contemporaries of Abraham, in addition  to  being 

blood relatives, but they had no realization or capacity  for  the  fact 

that Abe was one of the greatest believers in human history.

