GENESIS CHAPTER 23

OUTLINE 

I.  Death of Sarah  vs 1-2

II.  Purchase of a tomb.  vs 3-18

III.  Burial of Sarah.  vs 19-20

VS 1  NOW SARAH LIVED 127 YEARS  lit they became life of Sarah 127 years  

THE YEARS OF SARAH'S LIFE  (lit. years of life of Sarah)

VS 2  AND SARAH DIED IN KIRIATH-ARBA (THAT IS HEBRON)  IN  THE  LAND  OF 

CANAAN;  (Sarah--wc + Qal impf tVm  this  word  focuses  on  the  bodily 

reality that is left behind when one dies, the  empty  house,  the  dead 

body--pref b + Kiriath Arba, This was the name which had  been  assigned 

to the area of Hebron by someone else.  It was the  name  by  which  the 

conquest generation was most familiar, and when they took  Canaan,  they 

renamed it Hebron, as it had been earlier known.--It is Hebron--pref b + 

land of Canaan)  AND ABRAHAM CAME TO MOURN FOR SARAH  AND  TO  WEEP  FOR 

HER.  (Abe--wc + Qal impf XOB Abe came, indicating that he  was  not  in 

the immediate area when Sarah died--pref l + Qal inf const dpc to  beat, 

sep to beat the breast as a sign of grief for the  dead,  to  lament  or 

mourn--pref l + Sarah--v + pref l + Qal inf const hkB to  flow  down  or 

distill by drops, to cry or weep, for the dead Gen. 37:35, 50:3)

SUMMARY VS 1-2

1.  This chapter focuses on only one subject and that is the  death  and 

burial of Sarah, some 17-20 years after the preceding chapter.

2.  Sarah is the only woman in the entire WOG whose life span and  death 

are recorded.

3.  This must make her one outstanding female, which she truly was.

4.  She had believed in Ur and married Abraham.

5.  She, in subjection to her husband, had given  up  all  she  knew  to 

embark on a journey to an unknown destination.

6.  This journey would have both a physical and spiritual destination.

7.  She was denied the one thing she desperately wanted all her life and 

that was to have children.

8.  Yet she did not grow weak in faith, but continued with the  POG  and 

did not allow herself to become bitter at her plight.

9.  This does not mean that she did not struggle with her STA, but  that 

she always came back even when she failed.

10.  At age 89 or  so  she  was  completely  oriented  to  her  husbands 

authority and called him lord in her soul.

11.  At this point she had arrived in maturity, and becomes the  pattern 

for all other women who desire the same blessings.  IPet. 3

12.  Once she arrived at maturity the blessing she had  wanted  all  her 

life was provided by God.

13.  She even struggled initially and failed to believe the Word of  the 

Lord in regard to the fact that this great blessing was to be hers.

14.  In less than a year, she completely believed the doctrine  and  was 

supernaturally enabled to conceive a son.

15.  She lived the final 37 years of her life as a mature  believer  and 

died in the land of promise without seeing most of the things  fulfilled 

which had been promised to her husband.

16.  Like Abraham, she believed the doctrine concerning  the  SG3  which 

was to come.

17.  She completed her course and exited this life under dying grace  at 

age 127.

18.  Abraham was not in the immediate household or vicinity  when  Sarah 

died, so we can conclude that her death was unexpected.

19.  Most likely he was out with his extensive flocks taking care of the 

business of the family.

20.  Sarah was at home, doing what she was supposed to do till the  very 

end.

21.  Abraham appeared to divide his time between the region of Beersheba 

and Hebron, but his main household had been relocated  to  the  area  of 

Mamre.

22.  A servant brings Abraham the news  that  Sarah  has  died,  and  he 

immediately returns to the house.

23.  The purpose of his return is found in the two infinitives of vs  2, 

to mourn and weep.

24  This section will provide us insight as to how the adjusted believer 

faces tragedy, even the worst tragedy, the death of a beloved spouse.

25.  There is no way that one can truly prepare themselves for the sense 

of loss which comes with the death of a mate.

26.  For people who have spent the majority of their lives together, the 

sudden loss is quite a blow.

26  Abraham came in to mourn and weep  for  Sarah,  and  this  certainly 

demonstrates the fact that there  is  a  place  for  legitimate  sorrow.  

Eccles. 3:1,4

27.  Abraham did not publicly mourn for long as may be observed  by  the 

fact that he immediately begins to set about the funeral arrangements.

28.  This did not mean that the pain of separation did not  linger,  and 

the loss certainly was with him for some time.

29.  The two infin. in vs 2 stress the fact that mourning is appropriate 

and tears are not to be held back in such a case.

30.  Crying is the soul method for expressing grief.

31.  To sublimate and say that you have no grief  in  such  a  situation 

would be inappropriate and abnormal.

32.  To completely go to pieces and continue to grieve overtly for weeks 

or months would be equally inappropriate.

33.  Abraham comes home and says his farewells to  his  dead  wife,  and 

moves on.

34.  For the CA believer, we have considerable revelation on the subject 

of death and how we are to approach it.

35.  The following doctrines are appropriate and must be considered:

    1.  The doctrine of resurrection.  ICor. 15:42-44

    2.  Absent from the body, face to face with the Lord.  IICor. 5:8

    3.  Our reunion at the rapture, separation is not eternal.   IThess. 

        4:13ff

    4.  The comfort of the HS and other believers.  IICor. 1:3-4

36.  With an understanding of these doctrines, like Abraham, we may have 

peace and confidence even in a time of legitimate sorrow.

37.  When one dies we are mourning our loss, not their state in PH3, but 

over time the sense of loss subsides and we move on with  our  life,  as 

does Abraham.

38.  While you will never truly forget the person  who  has  moved  into 

Heaven, your  grief  will  pass,  and  any  attempt  to  prolong  it  is 

inappropriate.

39.  Some people feel that if they get over their grief too quickly that 

they have somehow sinned against God or the deceased.

40.  For the adjusted believer death is not a tragedy, but  a  promotion 

as it is here in the case of Sarah.

41.  To treat it as a tragedy manifests a complete lack of understanding 

of God and the fact that He  controls  life  and  death.   Deut.  32:39; 

IThess 4:14 "through the agency of Jesus"

42.  The tragedy is if someone dies an unbeliever and goes to Hell, that 

is a true tragedy.

43.  A believer who dies the SUD and doesn't complete their course is  a 

tragedy.

VS 3  THEN ABRAHAM ROSE FROM BEFORE HIS DEAD, AND SPOKE TO THE  SONS  OF 

HETH, SAYING,  (Abe--wc + Qal impf ,Vq--pref m + li + paneh= from before 

or upon--Qal act part tVm + 3ms suff--wc + Piel impf dabhar--to the sons 

of--tx a son of Canaan Gen. 10:15, lived in  Canaan  from  time  of  Abe 

until after the conquest.  Most identify them as the  Hittites,  typical 

Canaanite UB's whom believers were not to get involved with.  Gen. 27:46 

28:1--to say)

VS 4  "I AM A STRANGER AND A SOJOURNER AMONG YOU;  (pers pron--m.s.n  rG 

alien or stranger, who lives in a land which  is  not  their  home--v  + 

m.s.n bwVt this word is more permanent, from yashabh to  sit  or  dwell, 

one who plans on dwelling permanently--prep ,i  with  you)   GIVE  ME  A 

BURIAL SITE AMONG YOU, SO THAT I MAY BURY MY  DEAD  OUR  OF  MY  SIGHT."  

(Qal imperv ]tn--to me--f.s.n.const.hZxX something  which  one  owns  or 

belongs to him, a possession--m.s.n rbq a grave--v +  Qal  impf  cohort. 

rbq let me bury--my dead--pref m + pref l  +  my  faces=from  before  my 

face=out of sight)

VS 5  AND THE SONS OF HETH ANSWERED ABRAHAM, SAYING TO HIM,  (wc  +  Qal 

impf hni to answer or reply)

VS 6  "LISTEN TO US, MY LORD (SIR), YOU ARE A PRINCE OF  GOD  AMONG  US;  

(Qal imperv imw--'adhonay my lord=a polite address like  our  title  sir 

pers pron--m.s.n Xywn a lifted up or exalted one, a prince--of Elohiym-- 

among us)  BURY YOUR DEAD IN THE CHOICEST OF YOUR  GRAVES;  NONE  OF  US 

WILL REFUSE YOU HIS GRAVE FOR BURYING YOUR DEAD."  (pref b + m.s.n const 

rxbm lit from chosen=choice  or  best,  most  excellent--rbq  a  burying 

place, a grave--Qal imperv rbq--your dead--a man  from  us  his  burying 

place will not withhold from you from burying your dead.)

VS 7  SO ABRAHAM ROSE AND BOWED TO THE PEOPLE OF THE LAND, THE  SONS  OF 

HETH.  (Abe--wc + Qal impf qum--wc + Hithpalel impf hxw to  bow  oneself 

down, to prostrate oneself, a gesture of humility and an  expression  of 

gratitude--to the people of the land, to the sons of Heth.)

SUMMARY VS 3-7

1.  Having concluded his expressive but not excessive display  of  grief 

for his dead wife, Abraham gets busy on the pressing need.

2.  The rule of the land in which he resided was that burial was to take 

place within one day of death.

3.  This is a very good observance to follow, the person has exited  the 

body, vain attempts to hold on to them should be shut down.

4.  A speedy funeral and burial allows those who face this test  to  get 

on with the issues of life which confront them.

5.  He approaches the locals, identified as the sons of Heth, whom  most 

interpret as the Hittites.

6.  He acknowledges his status among them and states clearly that he  is 

a foreigner in their land.  Heb. 11:13-16 indicate  that  he  understood 

the true significance of his status in this life.

7.  The second word "sojourner" indicates that while he was a  foreigner 

in their region, he was a permanent resident.

8.  Since he plans on remaining in this region, it would only be natural 

for him to desire to bury Sarah there.

9.  He requests a plot of land for a burial site, which he  desires  for 

his own possession.

10.  vs 4 may seem to imply that he wanted them to give him the land for 

this, but what follows indicates that he was fully willing to buy it.

11.  Abraham requests a permanent burial site  so  that  he  could  bury 

Sarah out of sight.

12.  Once a person is dead and you  have  grieved  over  them  continued 

viewing of the body is unnecessary and counterproductive.

13.  This is why funerals at this LC will be done with a closed  casket, 

those who wish to grieve publicly should do so at the funeral parlor.

14.  According to Biblical custom, the common, accepted form  of  burial 

involved placing the body out of sight in a grave or tomb.

15.  The burial place was generally near but not right in the  inhabited 

area of the region.

16.  Nothing is said concerning manner of disposal of the  dead  in  the 

NT.  therefore we will not speculate as to any method which one  decides 

to use in regard to burial, cremation, etc.

18.  For those under the Abrahamic covenant,  burial  in  Canaan  was  a 

statement of their faith in the doctrine of resurrection  and  the  fact 

that Canaan was to be part of their  SG3.   Gen.  47:29ff,  50:25;  Heb. 

11:22

19.  As a stranger to the area, there was likely  some  reticence  among 

the locals to an outsider acquiring property on a permanent basis.

20.  As a rG Abraham possessed no particular rights or privileges  among 

those of that region.

21.  As a land owner, he would have to  be  considered  as  having  more 

rights than he now has had previously.

22.  The question arises as to whether or not these Hittites  wanted  an 

outsider gaining a foothold in their territory.

23.  These  considerations  must  be  remembered  when  we  observe  the 

flattering way in which these men deal with Abraham.

24.  They begin by calling  him  a  prince  of  God,  a  term  of  great 

flattery.

25.  But as we shall see, their flattery did not deter Abraham from what 

he had come to do.

26.  The sons of Heth seem to be united immediately in their offers  and 

remarks to Abraham.

27  Likely they had already considered the issue of a  foreigner  buying 

property in their region.

28.  The offer then of a burial plot for his wife was also an  offer  to 

remain a landless dependent,  with  limited  rights,  flattering  speech 

aside.

29.  Abraham acknowledges their offer with a  gesture  of  courtesy  and 

gratitude.

30.  While the sons  of  Heth  are  flattering  and  insincere,  Abraham 

sincerely demonstrates good manners, yet he is not deterred.

31.  While a group may be resentful  of  intruders,  an  individual  may 

welcome a new customer.

32.  We will also observe throughout this section that the sons of  Heth 

were not sincere, and their manners were merely a cover for  their  real 

motives.

VS 8  AND HE SPOKE WITH THEM, SAYING, "IF IT IS YOUR WISH FOR ME TO BURY 

MY DEAD OUT OF MY SIGHT,  (wc + Piel  impf  dabhar--with  them--saying-- 

hypoth. ,X + wy  that which exists, that which is present  or  ready  or 

available--s.d.o + your souls=if it exists in your souls= if you  desire 

or wish something--to bury my dead  out  of  my  sight)   HEAR  ME,  AND 

APPROACH EPHRON THE SON OF ZOHAR FOR ME.  (Qal imperv  shama'--v  +  Qal 

imperv igP to strike upon, here to  approach  and  intercede  for  Abe-- 

followed by b of person in view--for me--Ephron son of Zohar)

VS 9  SO THAT HE MAY SELL ME THE CAVE OF MACHPELAH WHICH HE OWNS,  WHICH 

IS AT THE END OF HIS FIELD;  (v + Qal impf ]tn usually translated  give, 

but in this context it clearly means to sell--s.d.o + f.s.n hrim cave of 

--d.a. + hlPkm makh pelah--which is to him--which is at the end  of  his 

field)  FOR THE FULL PRICE LET HIM SELL IT TO ME IN YOUR PRESENCE FOR  A 

BURIAL SITE."  (pref b + silver of full=for  the  full  price--Qal  impf 

nathan=sell--to me--bethok in your midst--lit  for  my  property  for  a 

grave)

VS 10  NOW EPHRON WAS SITTING AMONG THE SONS OF  HETH;  AND  EPHRON  THE 

HITTITE ANSWERED ABRAHAM IN THE EARS OF THE SONS OF HETH.  stfwd

BEFORE EVERYONE WHO HAD COME TO HIS CITY'S GATE, SAYING, (pref l + kol + 

Qal act part XOB coming ones, those who accompanied Abraham or  possibly 

were there for other business--gate of his city--saying)

VS 11  "NO, MY LORD, HEAR ME; THE FIELD I GIVE  TO  YOU,  AND  THE  CAVE 

WHICH IS ON IT I GIVE TO YOU.  (neg lo' + adonay--Qal imperv shama'--the 

field I gave to you--v + the cave which on it to you  I  gave)   IN  THE 

PRESENCE OF THE SONS OF MY PEOPLE I GIVE IT TO  YOU;  BURY  YOUR  DEAD."  

(to the eyes of the sons of my people--Qal pf nathan--to you--Qal imperv 

qabhar--your dead.)

VS 12  AND ABRAHAM BOWED BEFORE THE PEOPLE OF THE LAND.  stfwd

SUMMARY VS 8-12

1.  The exchange between Abraham and the  locals  regarding  the  matter 

of a burial plot continues.

2.  Abraham responds to their very generous offer (at least it  appeared 

generous on the surface) with the comment that if they  are  willing  to 

give him the best of what they have, they would certainly not be  averse 

to selling him one small cave in that region.

3.  It is important to note that Abraham was not attempting  to  procure 

real estate in that region but merely wanted a burial site.

4.  They must have seen his desire for a burial plot to be an attempt to 

gain land in their hometown.

5.  He asks  those  present  to  approach  Ephron,  who  lived  in  that 

particular city, in regard to the  cave  which  was  at  the  end  of  a 

particular field he owned.

6.  He does not seek the field, but merely the cave.

7.  He approaches Ephron through intermediaries, as that was the  custom 

of the time for business transactions.

8.  His request in vs 9 that Ephron give him the cave is clearly seen to 

be a request to purchase the cave.

9.  He states that he is willing to pay the full price for the cave,  so 

no haggling or negotiation is necessary.

10.  He makes all his requests before the assembly at the gate  as  this 

is the place where business was conducted.

11.  This also placed a seal on any transaction which  was  made,  since 

all who were there were official witnesses of any agreements.

12.  Whether or not Abraham knew Ephron is not made clear, but  he  goes 

through the accepted channels with his proposal.

13.  Ephron is present among those at  the  gate,  and  so  answers  for 

himself and makes any intermediary now unnecessary.

14.  He addresses Abraham as lord which, in this context,  has  no  more 

force than our term "sir".

15.  He verbally extends an offer of not only the cave, but  the  entire 

field on which the cave was located.

16.  The problem is that the offer was not sincere.

17.  People from  that  region  would  commonly  offer  you  a  gift  of 

something which they knew you desired.

18.  However, they do not expect you to accept the offer, it is an empty 

gesture which is designed to stroke their approbation lust.

19.  To accept the offer would have been a serious mistake.

20.  Abraham recognizes that while he is  straightforward  and  upright, 

those with whom he now deals are not.

21.  He does acknowledge this  generous  offer  with  good  manners  and 

courtesy, without being a phony.

VS 13  AND HE SPOKE TO EPHRON IN THE HEARING OF THE PEOPLE OF THE  LAND, 

SAYING,  (wc + Piel impf dabhar--to Ephron--in the  ears  of--people  of 

the land or region=natives or locals--pref l + Qal inf const 'amar)  "IF 

YOU WILL ONLY LISTEN TO ME; I WILL GIVE THE PRICE OF THE FIELD,  (hypoth 

,X + adv fX only, except--pers. pron 2ms not translated--Qal imperv  2ms 

+ 1cs suff shama'--to me--Qal pf ]tn= I offered--silver  of  the  field= 

the price or value of the land)  TAKE IT FROM ME AND LET ME BURY MY DEAD 

THERE."  (Qal imperv laqach--from me--v + Qal impf cohort. rbQ--s.d.o  + 

Qal act part. muth--sham + he locale)

VS 14  THEN EPHRON ANSWERED ABRAHAM, SAYING TO HIM,  stfwd

VS 15  "MY LORD, LISTEN TO ME;  A  PIECE  OF  LAND  WORTH  FOUR  HUNDRED 

SHEKELS OF SILVER, WHAT IS THAT BETWEEN ME AND YOU? NOW BURY YOUR DEAD."

(my lord= polite address=sir--Qal imperv 2ms +  1cs  suff  shama'--f.s.n 

'erets land--four hundreds--m.s.n lqw verb shaqal=to weigh, this word= a 

certain weight of gold or silver, coins were not in use  at  this  time, 

estimates of the value of a silver shekel are in the area of .75  cents, 

making the price of the land around $300.00.  Some claim that money  now 

has less than 20 times the purchasing power that it had  at  that  time, 

and if that is true, the land is valued at 3000.00 for an acre  or  two, 

which is hardly any bargain!!!!--m.s.n  [cK  silver--interr  mah--demons 

adj.--beyn you and beyn me--v + s.d.o + your dead--Qal imperv. qabhar)

VS 16  SO ABRAHAM LISTENED TO EPHRON; AND ABRAHAM WEIGHED OUT FOR EPHRON 

THE SILVER WHICH HE HAD NAMED IN THE HEARING OF THE SONS OF HETH,   (Abe 

--wc + Qal impf shama'--to Ephron--Abe--wc +  Qal  impf  lqw--pref  l  + 

Ephron--s.d.o + d.a. + keseph--rel pron--Piel pf dabhar--in the ears  of 

the sons of cheth)  FOUR HUNDRED SHEKELS OF SILVER, COMMERCIAL STANDARD.  

(four hundreds shekel of silver--Qal act part rbi passing by  or  over-- 

pref l + d.a. + Qal act part rxc to go around, to travel about, to trade 

or engage in business, part=a merchant or businessman)

SUMMARY VS 13-16

1.  Abraham is here continuing in his attempt to conclude a small  piece 

of business which has been made necessary by the death of Sarah.

2.  He has had little to do with the  locals,  although  they  recognize 

that whatever they perceive Deity to be seems to have blessed Abe.

3.  He just wants to buy a cave in order to inter Sarah.

4.  He has made this plain from the beginning, and continues to do so.

5.  He clearly states that he has every  intention  to  paying  for  the 

property.

6.  He has no desire to be entangled or indebted to these Hittites.

7.  All through this exchange the phrase "bury your  dead"  keeps  being 

used by both parties.

8.  Abraham uses it since that is the most pressing item on his agenda.

9.  Ephron uses it a a subtle way of bringing pressure on  Abraham,  who 

he knows he has over somewhat of a barrel.

10.  Ephron never officially sets a price for the land, but  in  typical 

fashion of the reversionist says what he wants to say in a  round  about 

way.

11.  He is not upright in either his motives or his dealings.

12.  Is it any wonder that Abraham had no desire to associate with these 

people?

13.  He suggests that the land is worth 400 shekels of silver, or around 

$250-300.

14.  This figure was quite exorbitant, although he tries to down play it.

15.  Once again he subtly pressures Abe with a reminder  that  his  dead 

wife is the real issue here.

16.  Most suggest that Ephron did not really want 400  shekels  for  the 

property, but wanted and expected to be haggled down to a fair price.

17.  Abraham does not conduct himself as those in the cosmos do, he asks 

for a price, and upon receiving that price  proceeds  to  pay  the  full 

amount.

18.  He weighs out the purchase price publicly and uses the weight which 

was common among the businessmen of that time.

19.  There was no way in the future that Ephron or any of  the  Hittites 

could say that Abraham had taken advantage or them or defrauded them  in 

any way.

20.  This financial transaction demonstrates that Abraham was not  petty 

in regard to money and was not a tight-wad.

21.  It would be highly inappropriate to haggle over finances at such  a 

time as this.

22.  Ephron must certainly be  the  father  of  those  who  conduct  the 

business of funerals today.  Those who sell grave  sites  at  exorbitant 

prices, exotic caskets, flowers, etc.

23.  Some observations on what has transpired:

    a.  Abraham merely wanted to buy a place to bury his wife.

    b.  Typical of locals in a given locale, they attempt to exclude him 

        from their region.

    c.  Abraham perseveres.

    d.  Ephron sees a business opportunity in Abraham's need.

    e.  He sees a chance to sell the entire field for a tidy profit.

    f.  He is mannered but despicable.

    g.  His word is not trustworthy.

    h.  Abraham does not sink to the  level  of  those  around  him  and 

        conduct himself in like fashion.

    i.  He is not ruled by money, and knows  that  ultimately  God  will 

        give him the entire land.

    j.  He  concludes  his  business  and  removes  himself  from  these 

        disgusting cosmic types.

24.  The believer should not be inordinately  influenced  and  concerned 

about money, and certainly should not be constantly making it an issue.

25.  The people in the cosmos want to  be  paid  top  dollar  for  their 

services or products, but want to pay as little  as  possible  for  what 

they want.

VS 17  SO EPHRON'S FIELD, WHICH WAS IN MACHPELAH, WHICH FACED MAMRE, THE 

FIELD AND THE CAVE WHICH WAS ON IT, AND ALL THE TREES WHICH WERE IN  THE 

FIELD, THAT WERE WITHIN ALL THE CONFINES OF IT BORDER, WERE DEEDED OVER

(field of Ephron, which in Machpelah which to the faces of Mamre and the 

cave which on it and all the trees which in the  field  which  in  all-- 

m.s.n lVbG boundary limit, the area or space included in the borders  of 

the property--wc + Qal impf ,Vq lit to arise,  to  confirm  a  purchase, 

translated deeded over)

VS 18  TO ABRAHAM FOR A POSSESSION IN THE PRESENCE OF THE SONS OF  HETH, 

BEFORE ALL WHO WENT IN  AT  THE  GATE  OF  HIS  CITY.   (to  Abe--for  a 

possession--to the eyes of the sons of Heth--with all coming to--gate of 

his city)

VS 19  AND AFTER THIS, ABRAHAM BURIED SARAH HIS WIFE IN THE CAVE ON  THE 

FIELD OF MACHPELAH FACING MAMRE (THAT IS HEBRON) IN THE LAND OF  CANAAN.  

(v + acharey--]k thus or so--Abe--Qal pf qabhar--Sarah,  his  wife--prep 

lX + cave of field of Machpelah--to the faces of Mamre--demons pron=that 

is Hebron--in land of Canaan)

VS 20  SO THE FIELD AND THE CAVE THAT IS ON  IT,  WERE  DEEDED  OVER  TO 

ABRAHAM FOR A BURIAL SITE BY THE SONS OF  HETH.   (--to  Abe--pref  l  + 

possession of a burial site--pref m + eth=with--sons of Heth)

SUMMARY VS 17-20

1.  These two verses contain the details of the purchase of the property 

by Abraham.

2.  Everyone who was there was clear on what had happened, and the price 

which had been paid.

3.  There  was  no  misunderstanding  concerning  the  property  or  its 

boundaries.

4.  This was a public transaction concluded according  to  the  accepted 

standard of the day.

5.  He desired a burial site in Canaan for Sarah and later  for  himself 

in order to let everyone know that he fully believed what  he  had  been 

promised.

6.  While his possession of this burial plot  rested  on  a  transaction 

made with men, his possession of Canaan rested on God's promise.

7.  The unusual phrase "and the trees on it" was due to  Hittite  custom 

which was careful to specify all that was on the land, esp. trees.

8.  When dealing with men who may be less than honorable, it is wise  to 

make certain that everything is spelled out in explicit detail.

9.  Once again we see that Abraham demonstrates his wisdom and has shown 

that he is able to deal wisely with all types of people.  King of Sodom, 

Abimelech, Melchizedek, Lot, Sarah, Sons of Heth, God

10.  Having concluded the necessary legal work to secure a plot of  land 

for a burial site, Abraham buried Sarah in the cave which he  originally 

desired.

11.  The location is specifically noted and in detail.

12.  The fact that Abraham purchased  a  burial  site  as  a  hereditary 

possession in the land of  Canaan  was  proof  of  his  faith  that  the 

promises of God would be fulfilled.

