GENESIS CHAPTER 24

This chapter concerns itself with the acquisition of a bride  for  Isaac 

the heir of Abraham.

I.  The command.  vs 1-9

II.  The servants trip.  vs 10

III.  The servants prayer.  vs 11-14

IV.  The encounter with Rebekah.  vs. 15-27

V.  The explanation to the family.  vs 28-60

VI.  The return of the servant and marriage of Isaac.  vs 61-67

VS 1  NOW ABRAHAM WAS OLD, ADVANCED IN AGE;  (v + Abe--Qal pf ]qz old or 

aged--Qal pf XOB + pref b + d.a. + days lit. having come  in  the  days)  

AND THE LORD HAD BLESSED ABRAHAM IN EVERY WAY.  (v + YHWH--Piel  pf  frB 

to bless someone is to provide all that is necessary so  that  they  can 

function in their niche,  blessing  from  God  indicates  an  excess  or 

prosperity in areas which one truly does not need to just get by.  It is 

an evidence that God thinks highly of one, and endows them with far more 

than is necessary for mere existence.--s.d.o + Abe--pref b + kol in  all 

or in everything.)

VS 2  AND ABRAHAM SAID TO HIS SERVANT, THE OLDEST OF HIS HOUSEHOLD,  WHO 

HAD CHARGE OF ALL THAT HE OWNED,  (Abe--wc + Qal impf 'amar--prep 'el  + 

his servant--adj. ]qz + his house=his household, there is a shortage  of 

adjectives and no  comparative  adjectives  in  Hebrew,  a  one  on  one 

comparison is used to express the comparative degree, and an  a  one  to 

many comparison is used to express the superlative degree, as here--d.a. 

+ Qal act part lwm the one ruling, or exercising authority--pref b + kol 

--which was to him)  "PLEASE PLACE  YOUR  HAND  UNDER  MY  THIGH,   (Qal 

imperv ,yw + part. Xn--your hand--prep txT +  f.s.n  fry  the  thigh  is 

related to the power or procreation, Ex. 1:5 Jud.  8:30,  hence  as  the 

seat of life and of power, to swear on one's thigh was to swear  on  his 

life, power or authority.)

VS 3  AND I WILL MAKE YOU SWEAR BY THE LORD, THE GOD OF HEAVEN  AND  THE 

GOD OF EARTH,  (v + Hiph impf 1cs + 2ms suff ibw--pref b + YHWH--God  of 

the heavens--v + God of the earth)  THAT YOU WILL NEVER TAKE A WIFE  FOR 

MY SON FROM THE DAUGHTERS OF THE THE  CANAANITES,  AMONG  WHOM  I  LIVE.  

(rel pron=that--neg lo' + Qal impf laqach,  this  construction  stresses 

permanent prohibition,  never--a  wife  to  or  for  my  son--pref  m  + 

daughters of the Canaanites--rel pron--pers pron--Qal act part yashabh-- 

pref b + m.s.n brq + 3ms suff=which I am living in the midst of them)

VS 4  BUT YOU WILL GO TO MY COUNTRY AND TO MY RELATIVES AND TAKE A  WIFE 

FOR MY SON ISAAC."  (conj. kiy=because or but--prep 'el  +  my  land  or 

homeland--v + prep 'el + f.s.n tdlOm birth or origin, nativity or native 

land--Qal impf halakh--wc + Qal pf laqach--a wife for my son, for Isaac.

SUMMARY VS 1-4

1.  Moses begins this chapter with a  blanket  statement  regarding  the 

fact that Abraham had come under the maximum blessing of God.

2.  Abraham is now 140 years old, having been blessed by God before  and 

after he made the MAJG.

3.  Blessing is the act of God whereby He provides, not only all that is 

necessary to life and happiness but, well beyond what one truly needs.

4.  God has blessed Abraham in every possible way, including:

    a.  Spiritual prosperity.

    b.  Material prosperity.

    c.  Sexual prosperity and an heir.

    d.  Social prosperity.

    e.  Military success.

    f.  Great reputation.

    g.  Future SG3

5.  This verse sums up the fulfillment of the promise made to Abraham in 

Gen. 12:2b-c.

6.  God has no more desire to bless  Abraham  than  he  does  any  other 

believer since He is no respecter of persons.

7.  All those who walk in the footsteps of our father Abraham are up for 

the same types of blessing.  Rom. 4:12

8.  God is not ashamed to be associated with this type of  believer,  in 

fact He is proud to be their God.  Heb. 11:16

9.  Abraham does not allow his  temporal  promotion  and  prosperity  to 

distract him from devotion to the Lord as we saw in Gen. 22.

10.  Even now he is considering the next obvious step in God's plan, the 

marriage of Isaac and his future descendants.

11.  Abraham calls his oldest servant, who has authority over his entire 

household.

12.  The chief steward was the one responsible to see  to  it  that  the 

entire household functioned smoothly and efficiently, under his  masters 

authority.

13.  He operated with all the authority of his master  and  was  respon- 

sible to him for the operation of day to day affairs.

14.  While this servant is not named, the consensus  among  students  of 

the Bible is that this was the same Eliezer of Gen. 15.

15.  If that is the case, he has been with Abraham some 55+ years and is 

no doubt endowed with Abraham's complete trust.

16.  He would have demonstrated his reliability many times over by  this 

point.

17.  He delegates a very serious responsibility to this man, and one  of 

utmost importance in the plan of God.

18.  In that day it was customary for the father of the house to arrange 

the marriage for his son.

19.  As we will observe in this verse, the father is very wise in regard 

to the issues involved in such a union.

20.  Abraham was especially concerned with the spiritual nature  of  the 

union as we will see.

21.  It was also the custom of that day for  marriages  to  be  arranged 

through intermediaries, like the servant.

22.  The servant would approach the family  on  behalf  of  his  masters 

family, and make the necessary arrangements.

23.  He asks the servant to enter into a very solemn oath in  regard  to 

this very important task.

24.  The thigh was regarded as the symbol of procreative power, and some 

interpret this to point to the promised Messiah.

25.  In any case this was a solemn vow and overt  demonstration  of  the 

fact that the servant was in complete obedience to his master.

26.  He makes the servant swear by YHWH, the One who has made a covenant 

with Abraham.

27.  YHWH is identified as the God of Heaven and the God of  the  earth, 

stressing His omnipresence.

28.  This is the  very  attribute  which  would  eventually  enable  the 

servant to confidently complete his mission.

29.  The servant is required to vow that he will never  allow  Isaac  to 

get involved with the local Canaanite girls.

30.  From the human perspective this would have been a smart  thing  for 

Abraham to do, marry Isaac to a local girl who had an influential father 

and make a place for themselves in Canaan.

31.  Abraham did not resort to this  h/vp  thinking,  but  had  complete 

confidence in the fact that God was going to give them the  land.   Heb. 

11:13ff

32.  He also understood the principle of being unequally yoked  together 

with an unbeliever.  IICor. 6:14

33.  So he requires the servant to travel to the land of his birth,  Ur, 

and take a bride for his son from the women there.

34.  While these people were not overwhelmingly positive, they had main- 

tained the spiritual heritage of faith in Messiah.

35.  Today one should not attempt to marry a person who is not  positive 

to BD, since they may eventually be dragged down to  the  level  of  the 

negative spouse.

36.  One also brings a certain amount of lupe into their lives when they 

get involved with the wrong person.

VS 5  THEN THE SERVANT SAID TO HIM,  "SUPPOSE  THE  WOMAN  WILL  NOT  BE 

WILLING TO FOLLOW ME TO THIS LAND;  (d.a. + servant =his  servant--'amar 

--to him--adv. ylVX perhaps--the woman--neg. lo'  +  Qal  impf  halakh-- 

after me--to this land or region)  SHOULD I TAKE YOUR SON  BACK  TO  THE 

LAND FROM WHERE YOU CAME?"  (he interrog.--lit returning will  I  return 

Hiph inf abs. + Hiph impf bVw--your son--to the land--rel  pron--Qal  pf 

Xjy you went out--pref m + sham)

VS 6  BUT ABRAHAM SAID TO HIM, "YOU BE ON GUARD, LEST YOU  TAKE  MY  SON 

BACK THERE!!  (Abe said to him--Niphal imperv rmw be on guard or watch-- 

pref l + 2ms for yourself--conj ]P lest used before an action which  one 

might fear and does not want to occur or wishes  to  have  removed--Hiph 

impf shubh--s.d.o + my son--sham + he locale)

VS 7  THE LORD THE GOD OF HEAVEN, WHO TOOK ME FROM MY FATHER'S HOUSEHOLD 

AND THE LAND OF MY BIRTH,  (YHWH--God of the Heavens--rel  pron--Qal  pf 

laqach has taken--from house of my father and from  land  of  my  birth)  

AND WHO SPOKE TO ME, AND WHO SWORE TO ME SAYING, "TO YOUR DESCENDANTS  I 

WILL GIVE THIS LAND,"  (v + rel pron--Piel pf  dabhar--to  me--v  +  rel 

pron--Niphal pf ibw was sworn--to me--pref l + Qal inf const.  'amar--to 

your seed--Qal impf nathan--the land the this)  HE WILL SEND  HIS  ANGEL 

BEFORE YOU, AND YOU WILL TAKE A WIFE FOR MY SON FROM THERE.  (pers  pron 

+ Qal impf xlw HE Himself--his angel--to your faces--wc + Qal pf  laqach 

--a wife for my son from there)

VS 8  BUT IF THE WOMAN IS NOT WILLING TO FOLLOW YOU, THEN  YOU  WILL  BE 

FREE FROM THIS OATH OF MINE;  (v + hypoth 'im--the woman--neg lo' +  Qal 

impf hbX to breathe after, to be inclined, willing or wish to  do  some- 

thing, to desire to do someth.--pref l + Qal inf const halakh--after you 

--wc + Piel pf hqn to be pure, to be clean or innocent, void of guilt or 

fault--pref m + my oath--demons.f.s. hz)  EXCEPT YOU MUST NEVER TAKE  MY 

SON BACK THERE."  (adv qr adv of limitation, only,  alone,  except--neg. 

lo' + Hiph impf shubh permanent prohibition--s.d.o + my son--to there)

VS 9  SO THE SERVANT PLACED HIS HAND UNDER  THE  THIGH  OF  ABRAHAM  HIS 

MASTER, AND SWORE TO HIM CONCERNING THIS MATTER.  (d.a. + servant--wc  + 

Qal impf ,yw placed or put--s.d.o + his  hand--tachath--thigh  of  Abe-- 

his lord or master--wc + Niphal impf  shabha'--to  him--prep  li  +  the 

word, thing or matter, the this)

SUMMARY VS 5-9

1.  Having received instructions from Abraham,  the  servant  begins  to 

think about what he has been charged to do.

2.  This is always wise before one begins any new venture.

3.  Stop and think things over and do not just plow headlong into a task 

without some consideration of the issues involved.  Prov. 19:2, 21:5

4.  This is sound advice on the spiritual as well as the physical level.

5.  This servant demonstrates his wisdom as he considers the  fact  that 

problems may arise in the course of this venture.

6.  One immediate problem might be that once a suitable woman is  found, 

she may not be willing to leave everything and return to Isaac.

7.  It would surely take an unusual woman  to  leave  home,  family  and 

friends and depart for an unknown region to marry a man  she  had  never 

met.

8.  One must keep in mind that Abraham had completely separated from his 

relatives, and there might be some spiritual animosity.

9.  On the other hand, he had attained  great  prosperity  and  a  great 

reputation which would make marriage into his family desirable.

10.  On the deeper spiritual level, the woman  who  would  do  this  was 

going to come under tremendous blessing via the Abr. Covenant.

11.  The obvious solution to this dilemma would be  to  return  and  get 

Isaac and take him to Ur.

12.  Abraham responds emphatically that such a  situation  must  not  be 

allowed to occur.

13.  The servant is told to banish all thinking that Isaac  could  leave 

Canaan and return to Ur.

14.  Abraham seeks to make sure that Isaac is separated from  his  fundy 

relatives, since he knows that they are going nowhere spiritually.

15.  Association with them would be  counterproductive  and  drag  Isaac 

down spiritually.

16.  Abraham recognized that Isaac was somewhat passive, and was under a 

certain amount of sorrow at the recent death of his mother.

17.  This makes him quite vulnerable to bad spiritual decisions.

18.  Abraham here demonstrates that as  a  diligent  father,  he  better 

knows the will of God for his son than anyone else.

19.  He knew what was necessary for Isaac's well being better than Isaac 

did.

20.  Abraham cites four particular things which stress the  faithfulness 

of God to him:

    a.  Separation from his father's household.

    b.  Separation geographically from his birthplace.

    c.  God's willingness to speak to him. (provision of BD)

    d.  God's oath regarding his inheritance of SG3 (Canaan)

21.  Abraham now recognizes that separation from his relatives  and  the 

land of his nativity was a manifestation of God's blessing.

22.  Most recognize that God being willing to speak to  a  believer  and 

promise him SG3 was a manifestation of God's blessing.

23.  How many are willing to recognize that apart from  separation  from 

his fundy relatives that Abe would have  had  nothing  compared  to  his 

present and promised possessions?

24.  Since God has demonstrated Himself faithful from the very beginning 

to provide for Abraham, Abe is certain that He will now provide what  is 

necessary for Isaac.

24.  The angel of the Lord is the  second  person  of  the  Godhead  who 

controls history and is able to do whatever is necessary to ensure  that 

His plan is fulfilled.

25.  Apart from a wife for Isaac, His plan for human history will not be 

fulfilled, and Abraham knows this.

26.  This accounts for his confidence that God will bring this  endeavor 

to a successful conclusion.

27.  This is not idle speculation, but supreme confidence based on BD in 

his soul, and faith in God's Word.

28.  Abraham explains that if something were to go wrong and this is not 

the plan of God for his son, that the servant would  be  free  from  his 

promise.

29.  Abraham does recognize that marriage requires the  active  partici- 

pation of both parties.

30.  If  the  woman  is  not  sufficiently  positive  to  make  such  an 

application, and is unwilling, this is not the fault of the servant.

31.  He repeats again, so that there can be no misunderstanding the fact 

that Isaac is permanently barred from departing Canaan, and returning to 

Ur.

32.  If Isaac were to go back, he would probably never return to  Canaan 

and Abe knows this, so he forbids this action.

33.  With all these items clearly and specifically  noted,  the  servant 

swears to his master that he will do as he has been instructed.

VS 10  THEN THE SERVANT TOOK TEN CAMELS FROM THE CAMELS OF  HIS  MASTER,  

(d.a. + servant--wc + Qal impf laqach--ten camels--pref m  +  camels  of 

his master)  AND SET OUT WITH A VARIETY OF GOOD THINGS FROM  HIS  MASTER 

IN HIS HAND;  (wc + Qal impf halakh--v + bOu=lk lit every  good  of--his 

master or lord--pref b + yadh)  AND HE AROSE AND WENT TO MESOPOTAMIA  TO 

THE CITY OF NAHOR.  (wc + Qal impf qum--and walked--prep  'el  +  ,rX  + 

dual rhn land of two rivers= Mesopotamia--to city of rOxn  snoring  This 

city is Haran, where Abraham left his family at the death of Terah, Gen. 

27:14 city of Nahor=the city where Nahor lived.)

VS 11  AND HE MADE THE CAMELS KNEEL DOWN OUTSIDE THE CITY BY THE WELL OF 

WATER AT EVENING TIME,  (wc + Hiphil impf frB lit to kneel down, in Hiph 

to cause to kneel down--the camels--pref m + /Vx lit the wall,  whatever 

is without or outside the wall or house--pref  l  +  the  city=from  the 

outside to the city--prep 'el to or toward--well of the waters--pref l + 

ti a certain or fixed time--bri evening)  THE TIME WHEN WOMEN GO OUT  TO 

DRAW WATER.  (pref l + ti--Qal inf const Xjy going out--d.a. +  Qal  act 

part. f.pl bXw lit to draw  water,  the  fact  that  it  is  a  feminine 

indicates that women were the ones who typically did this)

VS 12  AND HE SAID, "O LORD,  THE  GOD  OF  MY  MASTER  ABRAHAM,   stfwd  

PLEASE GRANT ME SUCCESS TODAY  AND  SHOW  LOVINGKINDNESS  TO  MY  MASTER 

ABRAHAM.  (part. na' + Hiphil imperv hrq lit to meet, confront or happen  

The main idea is often something happening which is for  the  most  part 

beyond human control.  In Hiphil it means to cause something to occur or 

happen--to my face--d.a. + yom=today--v + Qal  imperv  'asah--m.s.n  dcx 

grace, favor, faithfulness--prep ,i + my master, Abe)

VS 13  LOOK, I AM STANDING BY THE SPRING OF WATER, AND THE DAUGHTERS  OF 

THE MEN OF THE CITY ARE COMING OUT TO DRAW WATER.  (hinneh--pers  pron-- 

Niphal part. bjn to set  or  put  in  place,  in  Niphal=to  be  placed, 

recognizes God's plan and that he has not been  put  here  by  accident, 

This is not the normal word for standing, amadh, which  focuses  on  the 

act of standing--prep li on,  or  upon=right  by--]yi  fountain--of  the 

waters--v + daughters of men of the city--Qal act part Xjy--pref l + Qal 

inf const bXw to draw--waters)

VS 14  AND LET IT BE THAT THE GIRL TO WHOM I SAY, "PLEASE LET DOWN  YOUR 

JAR SO THAT I MAY DRINK",  (wc + Qal pf hayah--d.a.  +  f.s.  na'ar--rel 

pron--Qal impf 'amar--to her--part na' + Hiphil imperv  hun  to  stretch 

out, extend or unfold, to let down--f.s.n dK a jar,  bucket,  or  vessel 

for drawing and carrying water--v + Qal impf htw to drink)  AND SHE WILL 

SAY, "DRINK, AND I WILL ALSO WATER YOUR CAMELS."  (wc + Qal  pf  'amar-- 

Qal imperv. shathah--v + gam=also--Hiphil impf hqw to  give  or  furnish 

drink to--your camels)  MAY SHE BE THE GIRL YOU HAVE APPOINTED FOR  YOUR 

SERVANT, FOR ISAAC  (s.d.o + 3fs leads off  this  clause,  unusual  word 

order, emphasizes the girl in question--may  be  is  supplied  from  the 

sense of the prayer--Hiphil pf xky to judge or decide, here to determine 

or designate a woman--for your servant, for Isaac)  AND BY  THIS  WOMAN, 

I WILL KNOW THAT YOUR HAVE DEMONSTRATED FAITHFULNESS TO MY MASTER."   (v 

+ pref b + 3fs--Qal impf idy--conj kiy  content  of  knowledge,  similar 

usage of hoti, for introducing indirect discourse--Qal pf 'asah--chesedh 

--prep 'im with==my master or lord)

SUMMARY VS 10-14

1.  Having sworn to his master that  he  would  faithfully  perform  the 

assigned task, the slave makes preparations to depart.

2.  It is evident that this slave is one who thinks carefully about what 

he is doing.

3.  He takes ten camels  from  the  herd  of  camels  his  master  owns, 

partially to transport various goods he planned on taking  and  also  to 

have sufficient space to bring back the bride and her possessions.

4.  He loads the camels with a sampling of the wealth and prosperity  of 

his master and sets out for his destination.

5.   Nothing  about  the  trip  is  recorded,  other  than  his   chosen 

destination, in the region of Mesopotamia.

6.  The city of Nahor is not the name of the city, but the city in which 

Nahor resides, namely Haran.  27:43, 28:10

7.  He arrives in Haran around evening time, and has the caravan  settle 

down just outside the city.

8.  The well was customarily located just outside the city  proper,  and 

the inhabitants would come out to draw water around evening.

9.  The custom then, as now, was for  the  women  and  particularly  the 

young women to perform this task.

10.  Some may argue that since this custom is recorded in the Bible that 

the will of God is for women to do a certain amount of strenuous work.

11.  If a woman desires to do a certain thing,  that  is  certainly  her 

prerogative, but for a man to load  a  women  with  strenuous,  rigorous 

labors seems to me to violate the weaker vessel principle.

12.  Simply because some spiritual nit-wits, whom Abraham had  separated 

from, did things a certain way, does not  imply  that  we  should  adopt 

their attitudes or practices.

13.  The woman is the weaker vessel, particularly in the physical sense, 

and should not be expected by her husband  to  do  things  which  a  man 

can and should do.

14.  Strenuous physical tasks should not be placed  on  young  girls  or 

women when there is an able bodied male present.

15.  On the other hand, the virtuous woman of Proverbs 31 is by no means 

lazy or afraid of work as seen in the list of her accomplishments.

16.  Those who would take  this  verse  as  justification  for  imposing 

severe labor on females, may also justify ant-Semitism from Ex.  1:13-14 

or adultery from the passage concerning David and Bathsheba.

17.  The fact is that the Bible records certain facts without  condoning 

or approving of their occurrence, the interpreter must  recognize  this, 

and not assume that every passage is D/VP.  Eccles. 10:19

18.  The servant recognizes that he has a very difficult  task,  seeking 

to identify the RW of Isaac.

19.  It is often difficult enough for people to identify their own RM or 

RW, how can one be expected to find another's mate?

20.  He begins his task in a wise fashion, with prayer for success.

21.  He recognizes that this task is beyond his ability to perform,  and 

so enlists the aid of God immediately.

22.  The address of Lord, stresses  the  fact  that  he  himself  has  a 

relationship with God.

23.  The phrase "God of my master.." stresses the fact of the  Abrahamic 

covenant.

24.  It also points out the obvious,  that  he  is  here  on  behalf  of 

another.

25.  He prays for God to bring his task to a successful conclusion.

26.  He recognizes that the performance of his duty is necessary for his 

master to be blessed.

27.  This is the correct MA which every good servant should possess.

28.  Every servant, whether a physical slave or merely in the employ  of 

someone else, should desire to faithfully perform their tasks, so  their 

master may be blessed.

29.  The worker on the job should do everything which  is  necessary  to 

ensure that he does a good job.

30.  As he does a good job and comes under the blessing of God,  so  his 

master or boss will come under God's blessing.

31.  The attitude  of  the  worker  should  be,  anything  which  I  can 

legitimately do to make my boss successful I am willing to do.

32.  This obviously has boundaries and limitations which  I  must  point 

out, including:

    a.  Requests which conflict with MPR.

    b.  Requests which are illegal or criminal.

    c.  Requests which are opposed to other clear principles like,  Eph. 

        4:28 or IIThess. 3:6-10

33.  The adjusted employee does his job as to the Lord and not  to  men, 

and relies on God for success and promotion.  Col. 3:22ff

34.  The servant has an establishment, and spiritual master  in  Abraham 

and so is free to pursue his master's  interests  with  no  concern  for 

himself.

35.  This he does.

36.  In vs 13 he recognizes the principle of God's providence.

37.  Providence, providing or making provision for someone so that  they 

may fulfill some particular end which God has in view, stresses both the 

loving care and omniscience of God.

38.  The servant recognizes that he is not where he is by accident,  but 

has been guided by God in the course of his day to day existence.

39.  The adjusted believer sees the hand of God in the small day to  day 

features of his life, not merely the miraculous.

40.  This is the fulfillment of the passage in Matt. 5:8.

41.  The believer is commanded to pursue Ph2 sanctification, apart  from 

which he will not "see God".

    a.  This does not mean a Ph3 seeing, since all  believers  will  see 

        God, spiritual growth aside.

    b.  This does not refer to Ph1 sanctification, since believers would 

        not be commanded to pursue that.

    c.  Ph3 sanctification is instantaneous and occurs  apart  from  any 

        activity on our part.

    d.  Ph2 sanc. is in view and  seeing  God  is  seeing  Him  who  is 

        invisible.  Heb. 11:27

42.  He observes that all types of  females  are  approaching  the  well 

where he is standing.

43.  How can he recognize which one of these women is the right one?

44.  In his mind, he devises a character test to help  him  identify  if 

any one of these women would be appropriate for Isaac.

45.  Note that nothing is said concerning her beauty or overt package.

46.  Our society stresses this to an incredible degree, so much so  that 

believers have bought into the thin, swimsuit model mentality.

47.  Stress on maintaining an overt appearance similar to that of  a  16 

year old boy is prized in our nation.

48.  This is human viewpoint nonsense.

49.  Abraham's servant recognizes that there  are  much  more  important 

things in a female than her looks or physique.

50.  Do you???

51.  The test involved her willingness  to  serve  others,  which  would 

demonstrate the following:

    a.  Lack of self centeredness

    b.  readiness to work

    c.  courtesy

    d.  Health

    e.  Strength

    f.  Tenacity, since 10 camels could consume a large amt. of water.

52.  The woman who would do this would certainly demonstrate herself  to 

be a woman of unusual character, distinctly marked out  from  others  by 

her application.

53.  If this comes to pass as he has prayed, he points out that this  is 

certain proof that God has faithfully provided for his master's wishes.

54.  The servant definitely recognizes the hand of God in the day to day 

routine of life.

55.  Little did anyone know that this very common occurrence was  vested 

with tremendous spiritual ramifications.

56.   We  should  recognize  that  the  day  to  day  minutiae  is   not 

inconsequen- tial in  terms  of  God  and  His  plan,  but  has  eternal 

ramifications.  Matt 10:42; Mk. 9:41

57.  Passages such as this should encourage us to concentrate more care- 

fully on the little things, since to God there are no little things.

VS 15  AND IT CAME ABOUT BEFORE HE HAD FINISHED SPEAKING,  THAT  BEHOLD,  

(wc + Qal impf hayah--pers pron hu'=that--adv ,ru not yet, trans. before 

--Piel pf hlK to be complete or finished--pref l + Piel inf const dabhar 

--v + hinneh)  REBEKAH WHO HAD BEEN BORN TO BETHUEL, WHO WAS THE SON  OF 

MILCAH, WHO WAS THE WIFE OF NAHOR, ABRAHAMS BROTHER WAS GOING  OUT  WITH 

HER WATER JAR ON HER SHOULDER.  (hqbr ribh qah--rel pron--Pual pf  dly-- 

to  Bethuel=house  of  El,  see  Gen.  22:23--son  of  Milcah,  wife  of 

Nahor--brother of Abe--Qal act part Xjy going out--v + dK + 3fs suff,  a 

jar or pail, a vessel for drawing water--prep 'al + ,kw  upper  part  of 

the back, below the neck, shoulder, used for bearing  burdens,  hence  a 

strong part of the anatomy.

VS 16  NOW THE GIRL WAS VERY BEAUTIFUL, A VIRGIN, WHOM NO  MAN  HAD  HAD 

SEX WITH;  (v + d.a. + f.s.n  na'ar--adj.f.s  bOu  +  m.s.n  hXrm  form, 

aspect, appearance, external or overt package of Rebekah  was  something 

else--adv. dXm--f.s.n hlVtB chaste, or a virgin--v + iysh--neg lo' + Qal 

pf yadha')  AND SHE WENT DOWN TO THE SPRING AND FILLED HER JAR, AND CAME 

UP.  (wc + Qal impf dry went down or descended--to the  spring--wc  piel 

impf Xlm fill or make full--her jar or vessel--wc + Qal impf 'alah)

VS 17  THEN THE SERVANT RAN TO MEET HER, AND SAID, "PLEASE LET ME  DRINK 

A LITTLE WATER FROM YOUR JAR."  (the servant--wc + Qal impf /Vr ran,  in 

a big hurry--pref l + Qal inf const Xrq to meet her--wc + Qal impf 'amar 

--Hiphil imperv XmG 2X to absorb, drink up or  swallow--na'=please--subs 

const uim a little, small amount, few--of water--from your jar)

VS 18  AND SHE SAID, "DRINK MY LORD"; AND SHE QUICKLY LOWERED HER JAR TO 

HER HAND, AND GAVE HIM A DRINK.  (wc + Qal  impf  'amar--Qal  imperv.htw 

drink--my lord=sir, manners and politeness--wc + Piel impf rxm to hasten 

or hurry, to do something quickly, to be prompt--wc +  Hiphil  impf  dry 

caused to go down--her jar--prep li + her hand--wc + Hiph impf hqw)

VS 19  NOW WHEN SHE HAD FINISHED GIVING HIM A DRINK, SHE SAID,  "I  WILL 

DRAW ALSO FOR YOUR CAMELS UNTIL THEY HAVE  FINISHED  DRINKING."   (wc  + 

Piel impf hlK left off, or completed--pref l + Hiph inf  const  shaqah-- 

wc + Qal impf 'amar--Qal impf bXw to draw water--adv gam=also--for  your 

camels--prep di as far as, until--hypoth ,X + Piel pf kalah + pref  l  + 

Qal inf const shathah=until if they finished  to  drink=until  they  are 

finished drinking)

VS 20 SO SHE QUICKLY EMPTIED HER JAR INTO THE TROUGH, AND  RAN  BACK  TO 

THE WELL TO DRAW, AND SHE DREW FOR ALL HIS CAMELS.  (wc + Piel impf  rhm 

to hurry--wc + Piel impf hri to make naked  or  uncover,  when  used  of 

vessels means to empty or pour out--her jar--prep 'el +  d.a.  +  tqw  a 

drinking though of wood or stone for cattle or other animals--wc  +  Qal 

impf /Vr ran--adv dOi again--to the well--to draw water--wc +  Qal  impf 

sha'abh--for all his camels)

SUMMARY VS 15-20

1.  The servant had not been speaking audibly, but was offering  up  his 

prayer mentally.

2.  Before he even  completes  all  the  particulars  of  his  petition, 

Rebekah comes into view.

3.  The promptness with which God can answer a prayer is quite startling 

and the text draws attention to this.

4.  The WOG teaches clearly that God has respect for  those  who  pursue 

His plan, and disdain for those who do not.  Prov. 1:28 cp Isa. 65:24

5.  The heritage of Rebekah is here detailed once again  to  make  quite 

clear that she is indeed one from Abraham's relatives.

6.  The relationship between Isaac and  Rebekah  was  on  the  order  of 

second cousins.

7.  The fact that she carried her  pitcher  on  her  shoulder  has  been 

observed to be entirely accurate for that  region.   The  Egyptians  and 

others for instance carry the pitcher on their head.

8.  Something which the servant had not included in his prayer, since it 

is truly not important in one's right woman is her physical appearance.

9.  Like Sarah, Rebekah was physically a beauty, and well put together.

10.  Her overt package was quite impressive.

11.  The first term translated  "virgin"  described  more  her  age  and 

station in life, a young woman of marrying age.

12.  The second phrase deals with her sexual purity.

13.  The spring or well was located  below  ground  level,  and  usually 

approached by a set of stairs.

14.  This is why she descended and then after filling her water  vessel, 

came back up.

15.  Something about Rebekah certainly caught the eye of the servant and 

he makes tracks to initiate a conversation with her.

16.  He approaches her and politely asks for a drink.

17.  Rebekah is a model of manners and hospitality as  she  responds  to 

the servant.

18.  What she does  for  the  servant  is  characterized  by  speed  and 

efficiency.

19.  She takes the vessel  down  from  her  shoulder  and  provides  the 

thirsty traveler a drink.

20.  As soon as he finishes, she offers to draw the water  necessary  to 

water 10 thirsty camels.

21.  She  offers  to  bring  sufficient  water  until  the  camels  have 

completely finished drinking.

22.  This will require many trips up and down from  the  well,  carrying 

the full water vessel each time.

23.  Her motto seems to be "whatever it takes."

24.  This is characteristic of the great believers in the  WOG  and  the 

great believers today, whatever it takes to fulfill the particular  need 

at hand is what they do.

25.  This demonstrates a lack of occupation with self and an  occupation 

with God and His plan.

26.  The self-centered believer only wants  to  do  what  is  absolutely 

necessary.

27.  The reward is commensurate with the application or lack thereof.

28.  She pours the remainder of  the  water  in  her  pitcher  into  the 

watering trough which was located by the well, and rushes about the task 

of watering the camels.

29.  Little does she know that this application  is  going  to  set  her 

apart and provide tremendous promotion in the plan of God.

VS 21  MEANWHILE, THE MAN WAS GAZING AT HER IN SILENCE, TRYING TO FIGURE 

OUT IF THE LORD HAD MADE HIS TRIP SUCCESSFUL OR NOT.  (v + d.a. +  'iysh 

--Hithpael ptc  hXw  1X,  very  vague  word,  seems  to  imply  a  quiet 

contemplation of what is occurring, deliberate consideration of what  is 

before him--pref l + 3fs toward her--Hiphil ptc wrx to keep silence,  to 

restrain oneself from speaking, "being silent"--pref l + Qal  inf  const 

yadha' lit to know=seeking to understand or ascertain--interr  h  --YHWH 

--Hiphil pf xlj tsaleach, to go over or through, to go well or  prosper, 

to bring to a successful conclusion, to flourish--his  way--conj  'im  + 

neg lo')

VS 22  THEN IT CAME ABOUT, WHEN THE CAMELS HAD FINISHED  DRINKING,  THAT 

THE MAN TOOK A GOLD RING WEIGHING A HALF SHEKEL  (wc + Qal impf  hayah-- 

pref k + rel pron=just as--the camels--Piel pf kalah finished--to  drink 

--the man--wc + Qal impf laqach--m.s.n  ,zn  a  ring--zahabh  of  gold-- 

m.s.n const iqB half esp. used of a half shekel--m.s.n lqwm weight or an 

act of weighing)  AND TWO BRACELETS FOR HER WRISTS, WEIGHING TEN SHEKELS 

IN GOLD,  (and two--m.p.n dymj a bracelet--prep 'al--f.dual.n +  3fs  dy 

her hands--weighing ten of gold)

VS 23  AND SAID, "WHOSE DAUGHTER ARE YOU?  (wc + Qal impf 'amar-daughter 

of who, you)  PLEASE TELL ME, IS THERE ROOM FOR  US  TO  LODGE  IN  YOUR 

FATHER'S HOUSE?"  (part. na' +Hiphil imperv dgn cause to make  plain--to 

me--interr h--wy does there exist--house of your father--maqom= a  place 

--for us--pref l + Qal inf const ]Vl to pass the night, to lodge)

VS 24  AND SHE SAID TO HIM, "I AM THE DAUGHTER OF BETHUEL,  THE  SON  OF 

MILCAH, WHOM SHE BORE TO NAHOR."  stfwd

VS 25  AGAIN SHE SAID TO HIM, "WE HAVE PLENTY OF BOTH  STRAW  AND  FEED, 

AND A ROOM TO LODGE IN."  (wc + Qal impf 'amar--to him--adv gam +  m.s.n 

]bT chaff from threshing,  straw--adv  gam  +  m.s.n  XOPcm  fodder  for 

domestic animals--adj br much or plenty--with  us--adv  gam  +  maqom  a 

place--pref l + Qal inf const lun)

VS 26  THEN THE MAN BOWED LOW AND WORSHIPED THE LORD.   (the  man--wc  + 

Qal impf ddq to bow down or incline the head, always seems to be used in 

situations where people are awed or overwhelmed by a particular event-- 

wc + Hithpael impf hxw to bow down or prostrate oneself on the  ground-- 

pref l + YHWH)

VS 27  AND HE SAID, stfwd  "BLESSED BE THE LORD, THE GOD  OF  MY  MASTER 

ABRAHAM, WHO HAS NOT FORSAKEN HIS FAITHFULNESS AND HIS TRUTH  TOWARD  MY 

MASTER;  (Qal pass part frB--YHWH--Elohiym of my master, Abe--rel pron-- 

neg lo' + Qal pf bzi to loosen a band, to let go, to leave or desert, to 

leave off or desist--m.s.n  dcx  zeal,  love,  kindness,  grace,  mercy, 

faithfulness--v + f.s.n tmX truth, dependability, reliability, integrity 

--pref m + 'im with--my master)  AS FOR ME, THE LORD HAS  GUIDED  ME  IN 

THE WAY TO THE HOUSE OF MY MASTER'S BROTHERS."  (pers pron anokiy--YHWH- 

- Qal pf hxn to lead + 1cs suff--house of brothers of my master)

SUMMARY VS 21-27

1.  From what has occurred previously one might  conclude  that  Rebekah 

was the immediate answer to the prayer of Abraham's servant.

2.  She had not only offered him a  drink,  and  offered  to  water  his 

camels, but was very attractive to boot.

3.  The servant demonstrates here  some  self  control  and  discernment 

which belies the fact that he understood human nature.

4.  Just because the girl had the overt package and had offered to serve 

in such a generous way did not mean that she would follow through.

5.  The servant waited and held his peace, and did not fall all over her 

merely because she said a few correct things.

6.  He watched and waited to ascertain whether or not she was  the  type 

of woman who would fulfill her word.

7.  Many people can talk a good fight, but  the  application  under  the 

strenuous job of watering 10 camels demonstrated something more  of  her 

true character.

8.  He waited and contemplated what was occurring in order to figure out 

whether God was blessing his efforts.

9.   He  did  not  jump  to  unjustified  conclusions  based  on   first 

impressions.

10.  This is a lesson which believers have got to learn, not placing the 

stamp of approval on those who demonstrate some interest in BD without a 

period of observation.

11.  It is not that we desire that people fail and fall by the  wayside, 

but the reality is that is what will happen to most.

12.  Be wary of establishing relationships and  becoming  involved  with 

those who are not and have not been consistent in class for some time.

13.  As soon as she had completed the task and the servant was satisfied 

that this was indeed the woman God had led him to, he proceeds  to  take 

some of the wealth which he had brought from his master and gives it  to 

the girl as a reward for her generous application.

14.  One item yet is to be fulfilled in order to  convince  the  servant 

that this very promising candidate is the woman for Isaac.

15.  He immediately asks about her family.

16.  She responds with the fact that she is the grand-daughter of Nahor, 

who is Abraham's brother.

17.  He further imposes upon her asking whether her family could provide 

lodging for his caravan.

18.  She cheerfully responds that they have plenty  of  provisions  both 

for the animals and for the servant himself.

19.  All this is more than the servant could have hoped for  and  he  is 

overwhelmed with gratitude toward the Lord.

20.  God has blessed him in his appointed task and  more  smoothly  than 

one could have imagined.

21.  He immediately bows himself to the ground and offers up a prayer of 

thanksgiving and praise to the Lord.

22.  He blesses the Lord, that is he speaks well of Him and His acts.

23.  He is grateful for the fact that God has demonstrated  faithfulness 

and truth to his master.

24.  He is able to rejoice in the prosperity of  another,  demonstrating 

true grace orientation.  Rom. 12:15

25.  God's policy toward Abraham had always been characterized by  mercy 

and dependability, and this event is no exception.

26.  God's policy toward all believers is characterized by  faithfulness 

and truthfulness.

27.  He is actually more grateful for his master than for  himself,  but 

does acknowledge his part in this episode.

28.  He recognizes and is thankful for the Divine leading or  providence 

which allowed him to be in the right place at the right time.

29.  He is quite grateful for God "greasing his skids".

30.  While  the  cosmos  may  pat  themselves  on  the  back  for  their 

accomplishments, the adjusted believer recognizes the Lord as the source 

of his achievements.

31.  This should cause one to exude gratefulness  and  thankfulness  for 

the little things in life as well as the major blessings.

VS 28  THEN THE GIRL RAN AND TOLD HER  MOTHER'S  HOUSEHOLD  ABOUT  THESE 

THINGS.  (d.a. + hrin--wc + Qal impf  /Vr  ran--wc  +  Hiphil  impf  dgn 

caused to make plain--to house of her mother--pref k  +  m.p.n  rbd  the 

things, the these)

VS 29  NOW REBEKAH HAD A BROTHER WHOSE NAME WAS LABAN;  (v +  Rebekah--a 

brother, no verb--v +  name  of  him--]bl  word=white)   AND  LABAN  RAN 

OUTSIDE TO THE MAN AT THE SPRING.  (Laban--wc + Qal  impf  ruts--to  the 

man--d.a. + m.s.n /Vx + he locale, chuts= a wall, esp. the outside of  a 

house, and means that which is without or outside the wall or the  house 

--prep 'el + d.a. + ]yi an eye or a fountain)

VS 30  AND IT CAME ABOUT AFTER HE SAW THE RING AND THE BRACELETS ON  HIS 

SISTER'S WRISTS,  (wc + Qal impf hayah--pref k + Qal inf const hXr after 

he saw--the ring and the bracelets on hands of his sister)  AND AFTER HE 

HEARD THE WORDS OF REBEKAH HIS SISTER SAYING, "THIS IS WHAT THE MAN SAID 

TO ME",  (v + pref k + Qal inf const shama'--s.d.o + words  of  Rebekah, 

his sister--to say=saying--adv. hK thus--the man--Piel pf dabhar--to me)  

THAT HE WENT TO THE MAN; AND BEHOLD, HE WAS STANDING BY  THE  CAMELS  AT 

THE SPRING.  (wc + Qal impf XOB he came--to the man--v + hinneh--Qal act 

part dmi standing--prep li + d.a. + camels--prep li + the spring)

VS 31  AND HE SAID, "COME IN, BLESSED OF THE LORD!  (wc + Qal impf 'amar 

--Qal impf XOB come--Qal pass part frB lit. one being blessed  of--YHWH)  

WHY DO YOU STAND OUTSIDE SINCE I HAVE PREPARED THE HOUSE,  AND  A  PLACE 

FOR THE CAMELS?"  (hMl for what=why?--Qal impf 'amadh=will  you  stand-- 

pref b + chuts on the outside--v + pers pron + Piel pf  hnP  in  Qal  it 

means to face or look at, paneh=the face, in Piel to look to  something, 

to attend or prepare something to put in order, to straighten things  up 

--the house and a place for the camels)

VS 32  SO THE MAN ENTERED THE HOUSE.   stfwd   AND  LABAN  UNLOADED  THE 

CAMELS, AND HE GAVE STRAW AND FEED TO THE CAMELS,  (Laban is not in  the 

text, but NAS inserts his name here to make plain the 3ms  suffix--wc  + 

Piel impf xtP lit. to open or open up, to  loose  or  loosen  a  girdle, 

bonds, or as here to relieve an animal of its load--the camels--wc + Qal 

impf nathan--]bT straw or chaff--v + XOPcm fodder or feed--pref l +  the 

camels)  AND WATER TO WASH HIS FEET, AND THE FEET OF THE  MEN  WHO  WERE 

WITH HIM.  (v + water--pref. l + Qal inf const /xr to wash--his two feet 

--v + two feet of the men--rel pron 'asher--with him.)

SUMMARY VS 28-32

1.  The arrival of the servant and the events which had just taken place 

caused Rebekah to be quite excited.

2.  She runs immediately to her mother and those around her and explains 

what has transpired.

3.   At  this  point  she  knows  nothing  except  that  the  man  is  a 

representative of their relative Abraham and that he has given her  some 

expensive presents.

4.  We are introduced here to her brother, Laban, and informed  that  he 

immediately observed the valuable jewelry she was now wearing.

5.  Laban is a believer who is a monetary reversionist  like  his  uncle 

Lot, and we will see more of him in the future.

6.  He listens to her account  and  rushes  to  the  well  to  meet  the 

servant.

7.  The servant was still waiting by the well, since  he  had  not  been 

formally invited to anyone's home.

8.  Laban recognizes that this may  be  a  chance  for  him  to  prosper 

himself, and he rushes to make the man feel welcome.

9.  Not because he is sincerely  interested  or  sincerely  desirous  of 

showing hospitality, but this looks like a man who could be  of  benefit 

to Laban.

10.  Laban is another pitiful example of a believer apart from  doctrine 

who may attempt to do the right things overtly, but does not possess the 

correct MA dynamics.

11.  He is ruled by monetary lust, and views situations in life  through 

his lust grid.

12.  He makes a big show and asks the man why he was still  standing  by 

the well.

13.  He knows that his great uncle Abraham is big on the  Lord,  and  he 

uses the vocabulary that he perceives will be well received.

14.  How does he know if the servant is blessed by the Lord?

15.  He is a phony who attempts to say the right things without any real 

spiritual life to give meaning to his words.

16.  While Laban and Lot and others like them may attempt to cover their 

tracks with a facade of spirituality,  the  adjusted  believer  can  see 

right through them.

17.  He claims that he himself has prepared quarters for the servant and 

his entourage.

18.  He was likely in such  a  hurry  to  get  to  the  well  that  this 

statement is probably not true either.

19.  He may have had someone else do it,  but  I  seriously  doubt  that 

Laban prepared anything.

20.  This is just an attempt  to  ingratiate  himself  with  a  man  who 

obviously has rewarded service with marvelous gifts.

21.  Upon receiving an invitation, the servant accompanies Laban back to 

the house.

22.  The servant who is adjusted to God, will not conduct  himself  like 

the Labans of the world, but is straightforward and honest.

23.  Laban took charge of the unloading of the camels which would afford 

him an excellent opportunity to examine the type of merchandise the  man 

was carrying.

24.  He provides the water for the cleansing of the feet which  was  the 

custom for weary travellers.  Gen. 18:4

25.  We are now told that he did not travel alone, but  was  accompanied 

by some other men.

26.  Rebekah offered hospitality from a clean MA, and  was  upright  and 

straightforward, Laban her brother is just the opposite.

27.  He does what he does in life to seek to get ahead, not  because  he 

is applying doctrine.

VS 33  BUT WHEN FOOD WAS SET BEFORE HIM  TO  EAT,  HE  SAID,   (food  is 

supplied, not present in the text--wc + Hophal impf ,Vw was caused to be 

set or placed--to his faces--pref l + Qal inf const lkX to eat--wc + Qal 

impf 'amar)  "I WILL NOT EAT UNTIL I HAVE TOLD MY BUSINESS."  (neg lo' + 

Qal impf 'akhal--prep di until--hypoth ,X not really translated or  else 

'adh + 'im= until--Piel pf rbd I have spoken--my things or matters)  AND 

HE SAID, "SPEAK."  Laban is the subject here.

VS 34 SO HE SAID, "I AM ABRAHAM'S SERVANT."  (and he  said,  servant  of 

Abe, I)

VS 35  AND THE LORD HAS GREATLY BLESSED MY MASTER, SO THAT HE HAS BECOME 

RICH;  (v + YHWH--Piel pf frB--s.d.o + my master--adv me'odh exceedingly 

--wc + Qal impf ldG he became great)  AND HE HAS GIVEN  HIM  FLOCKS  AND 

HERDS, AND SILVER AND GOLD, AND  SERVANTS  AND  MAIDS,  AND  CAMELS  AND 

DONKEYS.  (wc +  Qal  impf  nathan--to  him--all  these  are  collective 

singulars--]Xj sheep--rqB oxen or  cattle--[ck  silver--bhz  gold--m.p.n 

dbi servants--f.s.n hxpw a household female servant--m.p.n lmG  camels-- 

m.p.n rOmx a domestic ass, burro)

VS 36  AND SARAH, MY MASTER'S WIFE, BORE A SON TO MY MASTER IN  HER  OLD 

AGE; AND HE HAS GIVEN HIM ALL THAT HE HAS.  (Sarah--wife of my  master-- 

wc + Qal impf dly--m.s.n ]B--to my master--pref const. rxX  after--f.s.n 

]qz +3fs suff--wc + Qal impf nathan--to him--s.d.o + all which  to  him= 

all which he possessed)

VS 37  AND MY MASTER MADE ME SWEAR, SAYING 'YOU SHALL NOT  TAKE  A  WIFE 

FOR MY SON FROM THE DAUGHTERS OF THE CANAANITES, IN WHOSE LAND  I  LIVE;  

(my master--wc + Hiphil impf ibw caused me to swear or take an  oath--to 

say--neg  lo'  +  Qal  impf  xql  permanent  prohibition  never  take--a 

wife--for my son--pref m + daughters of the canaanites--rel pron +  pers 

pron 1cs + Qal act part bwy which I am dwelling--pref b + 'erets  +  3ms 

suff)

VS 38  BUT YOU SHALL GO TO MY FATHER'S HOUSE, AND TO MY  RELATIVES,  AND 

TAKE A WIFE FOR MY SON.'  (hypoth part ,X + neg. Xl  used  in  oaths  to 

express the affirmative portion of an oath WILLIANS, HEBREW SYNTAX, #456 

--to house of my father--Qal impf halakh--v + lX--f.s.n hxPwm  genus  or 

kind when used of animals, tribe or clan, close relatives or  family--wc 

+ Qal pf laqach--a wife--to or for my son)

VS 39  AND I SAID TO MY MASTER,  stfwd   'SUPPOSE  THE  WOMAN  DOES  NOT 

FOLLOW ME.'  (adv ylX perhaps or suppose--the woman--neg lo' + Qal  impf 

halakh----after me)

VS 40  AND HE SAID TO ME,  stfwd  'THE LORD, BEFORE WHOM I HAVE  WALKED, 

WILL SEND HIS ANGEL WITH YOU TO MAKE YOUR JOURNEY SUCCESSFUL,  (YHWH--to 

His faces=before--rel pron whom--Hithpael pf flh when  used  of  walking 

with God in the Hithpael is a synonym for maturity, a constant state  of 

walking with God, used of Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Gen. 48:15 David 

claimed it of himself, Ps. 26:3--Qal impf  xlw  send--his  messenger  or 

angel--with you--wc + Hiphil pf xly to go well, prosper, or succeed,  in 

Hiphil to cause to prosper or succeed--frD + 2ms)  THEN YOU WILL TAKE  A 

WIFE FOR MY SON FROM MY RELATIVES, AND FROM MY FATHER'S  HOUSE;  stfwd

VS 41  AT THAT TIME YOU WILL BE FREE FROM MY OATH, WHEN YOU HAVE COME TO 

MY RELATIVES;  (adv zX at that time, then, after a certain  time--Niphal 

impf 2ms hqn to be pure or clean, to be innocent of any guilt  or  fault 

--pref m + f.s.n hlX an oath, or what one has sworn  to  or  about--conj 

kiy--Qal impf bo' you will come--to my relatives)  AND IF  THEY  DO  NOT 

GIVE HER TO YOU, YOU WILL BE FREE FROM MY OATH.'  (and if not they  will 

give to you--wc + Qal pf hayah you will become--adj yqn clean or without 

guilt--from my oath.)

SUMMARY VS 33-41

1.  As was the custom when showing hospitality, the servant was provided 

with the necessary cleansing, vs 32 and a meal.  Gen. 18:5-8

2.  We know from other Scripture that this family was not really squared 

away spiritually, especially Laban.

3.  Profile of Laban:

    a.  He was Rebekah's brother, a second cousin of Isaac. 24:29

    b.  He was in the family of Nahor--snoring 24:15

    c.  He resided at Haran.  27:43

    d.  He was likely a believer.  31:24

    e.  He was an idol worshiper as was Terah.  31:30

    f.  He was a monetary reversionist.  31:7

    g.  He was conniving and deceitful.  29:21-25

    h.  He talked BD but was a reversionist.  24:50-51 cf vs 55

4.  The servant of Abraham is not swayed or deterred from his mission by 

the pseudo-hospitality of Laban.

5.  He announces that his business is of such a pressing nature that  he 

does not want to eat until he has stated his case.

6.  vs 34-41 give a summary of the past up  until  that  very  day,  and 

provides an explanation as to his presence with them.

7.  He announces what they already  knew,  that  he  was  a  servant  of 

Abraham.

8.  He mentions his master's temporal wealth and  prosperity,  which  he 

attributes to the blessing of the Lord.

9.  He explains the late birth of Sarah, which would indicate why a  son 

of Abraham required so young a wife.

10.  He tells them that Isaac is the sole heir of  all  the  wealth  and 

prosperity of his father, which would make him a  good  prospect  for  a 

young girl seeking marriage.

11.  He details the conversation which he and Abraham had had in  Canaan 

concerning the acquisition of a bride for Isaac.

12.  He does not tell them  why  he  does  not  want  Isaac  marrying  a 

Canaanite, just that Abraham had placed a permanent ban against it.

13.  He gives them the same  explicit  instructions  which  Abraham  had 

given him about where to search for a bride for his son.

14.  He even relates his questions about his task, which recognized  the 

volition of the woman in this matter.

15.  Interestingly, he omits the statement  of  Abraham  about  bringing 

Isaac to Haran if the woman would not come with him.

16.  This would undoubtedly have created problems and brought forth some 

questions as to why he would not come there.  Oh, self righteous Abraham

thinks he and his son are too good for us!!!!

17.  He wisely avoids this, since it is really not germane to his task.

18.  It does point out that a woman is to follow her right man in  terms 

of geography, apart from any violation of BD.

19.  If the RM desires to  relocate  away  from  BD  and  face  to  face 

teaching, the woman is not required to follow, since this would  violate 

MPR.  IIPet. 3:18, Heb. 10:25

20.  If some young man in this LC finds his right woman, in  some  other 

adjusted LC, she must be willing to relocate to this LC.

21.  If some young woman should find her RM in  some  other  area  where 

there is a sound LC, she would be required to relocate with her RM.

22.  vs 40 records the confidence which Abraham possessed concerning the 

willingness and ability of YHWH to bring this  matter  to  a  successful 

conclusion.

23.  Abraham recognized that the  entire  covenant  required  his  son's 

marriage and sexual prosperity.

24.  If he believed that God could raise Isaac from the dead,  believing 

that He could provide a RW was not a problem.

25.  Nevertheless, all tests in  the  A/C  bring  a  certain  amount  of 

pressure on the believer, who must continue to believe and apply  BD  to 

the situation he faces.

26.  He further explains that the only way he was to be  free  from  his 

responsibility was if the family was completely uncooperative.

27.  Abraham also recognized that the servant could not  manipulate  the 

volition of those involved.

28.   Note  how  honest  and  straightforward  the  servant  is  in  his 

explanation of his task, without attempting to sway those with  whom  he 

is speaking.

29.  He merely presents a very detailed, accurate account  of  what  has 

transpired until that day.

VS 42  SO I CAME TODAY TO THE SPRING, AND SAID,  (the day--wc+ Qal  impf 

bo'--to the spring or fountain--wc + Qal impf 'amar)  'O LORD,  THE  GOD 

OF MY MASTER ABRAHAM, PLEASE, IF YOU ARE PROSPERING MY COURSE WHICH I AM 

TAKING;  (YHWH--God of my master,  Abraham--entreaty  Xn--hypoth  'im  + 

substantive wy it exists  or  is  present  with  you--Hiphil  part.  xly 

prospering or making successful, "greasing my skids"--my way  or  path-- 

which I am walking on it)

VS 43  BEHOLD, I AM STANDING BY THE SPRING, AND MAY IT BE THAT THE YOUNG 

WOMAN WHO COMES OUT TO DRAW,  (hinneh--pers pron + Niphal  part  bjn  to 

have been set, placed or put, recognizes Divine providence and the  will 

of his master Abraham, not here by accident--prep li + fountain of water 

--wc + Qal pf hayah--d.a. + f.s.n hmli a young girl of marriageable  age 

--d.a. + Qal act part yatsa'--pref l + Qal inf const bXw to draw  water)  

AND TO WHOM I SAY, 'PLEASE LET ME DRINK A LITTLE WATER FROM  YOUR  JAR';  

(wc + Qal pf 'amar--to her--Hiphil imperv hqw to give a drink  or  cause 

to drink--part. na'--uim a small amount or little--water from your jar)

VS 44  AND SHE WILL SAY TO ME,  stfwd  'YOU DRINK, AND I WILL  DRAW  FOR 

YOUR CAMELS ALSO';  (Qal imperv htw similar to  shaqah  above--adv.  gam 

not translated--pers pron=Indeed, you yourself drink--and also for  your 

camels--Qal impf bXw I will draw water)  LET HER BE THE WOMAN  WHOM  THE 

LORD HAS APPOINTED FOR MY MASTER'S  SON."   (pers  pron=she--the  woman, 

supply let be or will be--which--YHWH--Hiphil pf xky to judge or decide, 

to determine or appoint, used in 24:14--for son of my master)

VS 45  "BEFORE I HAD FINISHED SPEAKING IN MY HEART, BEHOLD,  (pers. pron 

+ Piel impf hlK left off or finished--adv. ,ru not  yet,  or  before  it 

occurred--"and I myself had not left off speaking--lit. to my heart--and 

behold)  REBEKAH CAME OUT WITH HER JAR ON HER SHOULDER, AND WENT DOWN TO 

THE SPRING AND DREW;  (Rebekah--Qal act part Xjy coming out--stfwd)  AND 

I SAID TO HER, 'PLEASE GIVE ME A DRINK'  stfwd

VS 46  AND SHE QUICKLY LOWERED HER JAR  FROM  HER  SHOULDER,  AND  SAID,  

'DRINK, AND I WILL WATER YOUR CAMELS ALSO.'  (wc  +  Piel  impf  rhm  to 

hurry or be quick Gen. 18:6, when followed by a finite verb, to do some- 

thing quickly--wc + Hiphil impf dry caused  to  come  down--f.s.n  dK  a 

bucket or pail, a  vessel  for  drawing  water--from  upon  her,  supply 

shoulder--wc + Qal impf 'amar--Qal imperv htw drink--Hiphil impf  hqw  I 

will cause to drink, or water--your camels--adv. gam=also)  SO I  DRANK, 

AND SHE WATERED THE CAMELS ALSO.  stfwd

VS 47  THEN I ASKED HER, AND SAID, 'WHOSE DAUGHTER ARE YOU?'  (wc +  Qal 

impf lXw--s.d.o + 3fs suff--wc + Qal impf 'amar--daughter of who,  you?)  

AND SHE SAID, 'THE DAUGHTER OF BETHUEL, NAHOR'S SON, WHOM MILCAH BORE TO 

HIM';  (and she said--daughter  of  Bethuel--son  of  Nahor--rel  pron-- 

Milcah--Qal pf yaladh--to him)  SO I PUT THE RING IN HER  NOSE  AND  THE 

BRACELETS ON HER HANDS.  (wc + Hiphil impf ,yw--d.a.  +  ,zn  ring--upon 

her nose--and the bracelets upon her hands, wrists)

VS 48  SO I BOWED LOW AND WORSHIPED THE LORD, AND BLESSED THE LORD,  THE 

GOD OF MY MASTER ABRAHAM,  (wc + Qal impf ddq to bow down the head, same 

as 24:26, when one is overwhelmed by God or His blessing--wc +  Hithpael 

impf hxw to prostrate oneself, to overtly worship--to  YHWH--wc  +  Pile 

impf barakh--s.d.o + YHWH--Elohiym of my master, Abe)  WHO HAD GUIDED ME 

IN THE RIGHT WAY TO TAKE THE DAUGHTER OF MY MASTER'S  RELATIVE  FOR  HIS 

SON.  (rel pron-Hiphil pf 3ms + 1cs hxn lit. caused  to  lead  me,  this 

word focuses on Divine guidance in the life of the  believer--pref  b  + 

derek + f.s.n tmX truth here=true or correct way--pref l + Qal inf const 

laqach--daughter of brother of my master--for his son)

SUMMARY VS 42-49

1.  This section continues with the servant's recounting of  the  events 

of that particular day.

2.  The servant is a master of detail, as observed in the close,  almost 

perfect parallel between his story and the actual events.

3.  These verses parallel the actual event in vs 12-27

4.  Except for some inconsequential changes  in  the  verbs,  which  one 

would expect, there is no difference.

5.  This is the hallmark of a great servant, accuracy  in  dealing  with 

the issues with which he is confronted.

6.  This servant is a perfect type of God the Holy Spirit, who does  not 

glorify or call attention to Himself, but takes the things of Christ and 

accurately reveals them to us.  Jn. 16:13-15

7.  vs 45 confirms what we stated earlier, namely that the  servant  was 

praying silently.

8.  vs 47 explicitly states that the ring went  into  the  nose  of  the 

girl, and not on her finger.

9.  The most normal sense of what occurred is that the servant held  out 

the gifts to the girl and she took them and placed them upon herself.

10.  All throughout the actual event  and  the  recounting  of  it,  the 

servant constantly makes reference to the fact that the God  of  Abraham 

is behind the scenes either blessing or jamming his efforts.

11.  The detail here and the obvious success with which the servant met, 

coupled with his straightforward approach and attitude, would go a  long 

way toward convincing this family of the Divine plan behind all this.

12.  It is obviously the will of God for Isaac  and  Rebekah  to  become 

husband and wife.

13.  Their experience here is not to  be  taken  as  the  norm,  but  an 

exception to the rule.

14.  In the doctrine of marriage, I cited a number of marriages I  would 

not perform, but obviously there are exceptions to almost every  one  of 

those reasons, except marrying UB's, Homos,  or  people  not  Biblically 

allowed to marry.

15.  I recognize that each believer has to take the  doctrine  and  live 

their life as unto the Lord, and I will  not  attempt  to  play  God  in 

regard to marriage,  since  this  example  certainly  demonstrates  that 

unusual circumstances do not preclude a marriage.

16.  As a believer, do not take this as a green light to live your  life 

on the exceptions, since the vast majority who violate these  principles 

live to suffer untold misery.

VS 49  SO NOW IF YOU ARE GOING TO DEAL KINDLY AND TRULY WITH MY  MASTER, 

TELL ME;  (v + 'atah=now--lit. if there exists with you all a  manufact- 

uring of, hypoth 'im + subst yesh +2mp suff--Qal act part hwi--m.s.n dcx

faithfulness, loyalty, kindness, mercy, benevolence--v +  tmX  truth  or 

truthfulness--with my master--Hiphil imperv dgn cause to  be  plain=tell 

--to me)  AND IF NOT, TELL ME, SO I CAN TURN TO THE RIGHT  HAND  OR  THE 

LEFT."  (v + 'im + neg. lo'--Hiphil imperv naghadh--to me--v + Qal  impf 

hnp to turn oneself or face oneself--prep li f.s.n ]ymy the right side-- 

conj. OX=or--prep li + m.s.n lXnw the left side)

VS 50  THEN LABAN AND BETHUEL ANSWERED AND  SAID,   'anah   "THE  MATTER 

COMES FROM THE LORD; WE CANNOT SPEAK TO  YOU  EVIL  OR  GOOD.   (d.a.  + 

dabhar--Qal pf Xjy has gone out--pref m + YHWH--neg. lo' + Qal impf  lky 

to be able--Piel inf const rbd--to you--adj. ir evil,  bad,  wicked,  or 

bOu good)

VS 51  BEHOLD, REBEKAH IS BEFORE YOU, TAKE HER AND GO,  (hinneh--Rebekah 

--to your faces--Qal imperv laqach + imperv. halakh)  AND LET HER BECOME 

THE WIFE OF YOUR MASTER'S SON, AS THE LORD HAS SPOKEN."  (v +  Qal  impf 

hyh--wife to son of your master--pref k + rel pron=just as--YHWH spoke)

VS 52  AND IT CAME ABOUT WHEN ABRAHAM'S SERVANT HEARD THEIR WORDS,  THAT 

HE BOWED HIMSELF TO THE GROUND BEFORE THE LORD.  (wc + Qal impf  hayah-- 

pref k + rel pron=just as--servant of Abe--Qal pf imw--s.d.o + words  of 

them--wc + Hithpalel impf shachah--'erets + he locale--pref l + YHWH)

VS 53  AND THE SERVANT BROUGHT OUT ARTICLES OF SILVER  AND  ARTICLES  OF 

GOLD, AND GARMENTS, AND GAVE THEM TO REBEKAH;  (the servant--Hiphil impf 

Xjy caused to go out--m.p.n ylK articles,  vessels,  utensils,  weapons, 

jewelry, ornaments--of silver and articles of  gold--v  +  m.p.n  dgB  a 

covering, a cloth, clothing, garments--wc + Qal impf nathan--to Rebekah)  

HE ALSO GAVE PRECIOUS THINGS TO HER BROTHER AND TO HER MOTHER.  (V + Qal 

pf nathan--f.p.n tOnDgm migh danoth, 4X,  precious  or  valuable  items, 

expensive presents--to her mother and to her brother)

SUMMARY VS 49-53

1.  Having dealt in great detail with all the events which have  led  up 

to their present situation, the servant asks for a decision.

2.  He recognizes, as he did before he left Abraham, the fact that human 

volition was involved in this matter.

3.  All the facts are before them, and the hand of  YHWH  should  be  as 

obvious to them as it has been to the servant.

4.  The servant has recognized in vs 27 that God deals with his servants 

in faithfulness or loyalty, and truth.

5.  These should be characteristics of  the  adjusted  believer  in  his 

dealings with others, kind benevolence and an upright manner.

6.  The servant asks them quite pointedly  whether  they  are  going  to 

conduct themselves in an honorable way.

7.  If they are not, he desires to  know,  since  his  task  still  lies 

before him.

8.  If they are not going to follow the plan of God, he needs  to  know, 

so he can proceed with God's plan for his life.

9.  If they are going to block this union, he must move on.

10.  Apparently the natural brother of a woman was consulted and had  no 

small say in the matter of his sister's marriage.

11.  Laban and Bethuel consult together, and considering the facts, come 

to the conclusion that this was obviously God's will.

12.  They acknowledge that all this has clearly come from  the  hand  of 

God.

13.  The final part of vs 50 does not mean that they cannot get involved 

and give the servant an answer, since they are clearly being  asked  for 

an answer.

14.  It simply means that there is nothing that they can add to what  is 

clearly before them.

15.  They obviously answer him and give their blessing in  vs  51,  once 

again acknowledging the fact that God has decided the matter.

16.  What is never explicitly spelled out in this section  is  the  fact 

that Rebekah was not an unwilling participant in this matter.

17.  Once again everything goes more smoothly  than  the  servant  could 

have hoped, and he is overwhelmed with gratitude toward the Lord.

18.  He expresses it by bowing to the ground as a gesture of  submission 

and thankfulness.

19.  The custom was that a kind of dowry or wedding present was bestowed 

by a bridegroom on his future bride once a marriage agreement  had  been 

made.

20.  The servant presents Rebekah with gifts of gold and  silver,  which 

likely included jewels and other valuable vessels.

21.  He brings out new, valuable garments and presents them to  Rebekah, 

also.

22.  These gifts reflected the financial standing  of  Abraham  and  his 

son.

23.  The brother's part in the transaction was acknowledged with a  gift 

or gifts.

24.  The mother was also presented with valuable  gifts,  which  may  be 

taken as including the father's portion.

VS 54  THEN HE AND THE MEN WHO WERE WITH HIM ATE AND DRANK AND SPENT THE 

NIGHT.  (he and the men which with him--wc + Qal impf 'akhal--wc  +  Qal 

impf htw--wc + Qal impf ]Vl to stay the night, to lodge with someone for 

an evening)  WHEN THEY AROSE IN THE MORNING, THEN HE SAID,  stfwd  "SEND 

ME BACK TO MY MASTER."  (Piel  imperv  xlw  in  Qal  to  send,  this  is 

intensive stem=definitely send me--to my master)

VS 55  BUT HER BROTHER AND HER MOTHER SAID,  stfwd  "THE GIRL WILL  STAY 

WITH US A FEW DAYS, SAY TEN; AFTERWARD SHE WILL  GO."   (f.s.n  rin--Qal 

impf bwy will stay, not a cohortative--with us--days--conditional  part. 

OX perhaps--ten--adv. rxX--Qal impf flh)

VS 56  AND HE SAID TO THEM,  stfwd  "STOP DELAYING ME,  SINCE  THE  LORD 

HAS PROSPERED MY WAY.  (neg. lX + Piel  impf  rxX  to  be  slow  or  lag 

behind, to tarry or delay, immed. prohibition stop  it!!!!--v  +  YHWH-- 

Hiphil pf xlj to go over or through,  to  go  on  well,  to  prosper  or 

succeed--my way)  SEND ME AWAY AND LET  ME  GO  TO  MY  MASTER!"   (Piel 

imperv xlw--v + Qal impf cohort. flh--to my master)

VS 57  AND THEY SAID, "WE WILL CALL THE GIRL AND  CONSULT  HER  WISHES."  

(we will call the girl--v + Qal impf lXw  cohortative  "let  us  ask  or 

inquire--s.d.o  m.s.n hP the mouth, let her tell us herself.)

VS 58  THEN THEY CALL REBEKAH AND SAID TO HER, "WILL YOU  GO  WITH  THIS 

MAN?"  AND SHE SAID, "I WILL GO."  (will you walk with this man--I  will 

walk)

VS 59  SO THEY SENT  AWAY  THEIR  SISTER  REBEKAH  AND  HER  NURSE  WITH 

ABRAHAM'S SERVANT AND HIS MEN.  (wc  +  Piel  impf  shalach--Reb.--their 

sister--v + s.d.o + Hiphil part. qny to give suck. to breast  feed,  the 

part. =one who takes care of a child or baby, a nurse.  Gen. 35:8 states 

that her name was Deborah--with servant of Abe and his men)

VS 60  NOW THEY HAD BLESSED REBEKAH AND HAD  SAID  TO  HER,   (obviously 

this occurred before she departed--stfwd)  "MAY YOU, OUR  SISTER  BECOME 

(you-- our sister--Qal imperv hyh Become!!)  THOUSANDS OF TEN THOUSANDS.  

(thousands--hbbr ten thousand, a myriad, used for  large  numbers)   AND 

MAY YOUR SEED POSSESS  (v + Qal impf  wry  to  take  possession  of,  to 

occupy--your seed here a collective singular as  seen  in  the  previous 

numbers)  THE GATE OF HIS ENEMIES  (s.d.o + m.s.n riw gate--Qal act part 

Xnw to hate, those who hate them, Anti semitic types)

VS 61  SO REBEKAH AROSE WITH HER MAIDS, AND THEY MOUNTED THE CAMELS  AND 

FOLLOWED THE MAN.  (Rebekah--wc + Qal impf qum--and her young  women--wc 

+ Qal impf bkr to be carried or ride on something--prep li the  camels-- 

wc + Qal impf halakh--prep rxX after--the man)   AND  THE  SERVANT  TOOK 

REBEKAH AND DEPARTED.  stfwd

SUMMARY VS 54-61

1.  Having successfully concluded the matter for which he had come,  and 

taken care of the most pressing need, the servant is now able  to  relax 

and enjoy the hospitality.

2.  Rebekah's consent as well as that of the family had been obtained.

3.  The servant demonstrates here that the fulfilling of the will of God 

and his master was more of a priority than his own well being.

4.  He knew what his priority was and he kept it before him.

5.  For us in the CA  this  is  a  good  lesson  on  the  most  pressing 

responsibility which we face, growing in the grace and knowledge of  JC.  

IIPet. 3:18

6.  Of course this means maintaining the priority  of  Bible  class  and 

keeping other things in their appropriate place.

7.  Some things are more pressing for the  adjusted  believer  than  his 

physical food.  Deut. 8:3, Matt. 4:4, Jn. 4 esp. vs 32-34

8.  Once his task is fulfilled, he can now relax somewhat and enjoy  the 

blessing which is provided.

9.  After spending the night, the servant immediately desires to  depart 

and complete the mission in which he is engaged.

10.  He knows that his master will be curious  as  to  how  things  have 

fallen out.

11.  While Abraham was confident of God's provision,  the  servant  knew 

that he would want to be told of the fantastic  way  in  which  God  had 

provided.

12.  Immediately he is faced with the same problem that  many  newlyweds 

are faced with; meddling in-laws.

13.  The attempt to dictate policy as to how  things  are  going  to  be 

done.

14.  This has all been rather sudden, but a prolonged good-bye will  not 

make things any easier.

15.  This also demonstrates the reality of the  religious  crowd,  since 

they said it was obvious to them that this was the will of God.  50-51

16.  If it is the will of God for Isaac and Rebekah to be together,  the 

servant's approach is the correct one.

17.  The fundy says  that  he  believes  God's  Word  to  be  true,  but 

following through and making the obvious application eludes him.

18.  The servant requests that he be sent off immediately.

19.  They reply that they think that the girl should stay some days,  10 

being the number they have in mind.

20.  They have not told him that he could  not  leave,  just  that  they 

don't think Rebekah should.

21.  He uses a formula to command them to stop  delaying  him  from  the 

completion of his appointed task.

22.  He points out that God is obviously settled this matter, a fact  to 

which they had already agreed, (vs 50) and now why are  they  attempting 

to impede his progress.

23.  He does what the adjusted husband must do with relatives  who  seek 

to meddle or offer advice to their married children, tells them to  stop 

it!!!!

24.  They acquiesce and suggest that the girl be  consulted,  indicating 

that they were acting without her knowledge.

25.  They ask her if she is willing to depart immediately and she states 

that she is.

26.  vs 59 is a summary of the fact that they could not stand in the way 

any longer, and so sent her off with the servant.

27.  Before she  departs  they  offer  a  customary  blessing  which  is 

strikingly similar to the Abrahamic covenant.

28.  This points out that they knew the content of  the  covenant  which 

God had made with Abraham, but they did not avail themselves of it.

29.  This demonstrates once again their negative volition  to  BD,  even 

though they are believers.

30.  They correct ascribe the promise of innumerable descendants and the 

anti-Semitism clause to Rebekah's descendants.

31.  All things now being settled, they mount up and depart.

32.  We know that Rebekah was accompanied by  her  nurse,  Deborah  Gen. 

35:8, and a group of other young women who attended to her.

33.  The nurse is mentioned since she occupied a prominent place in  the 

home, even after a child grew to maturity.

34.  She raised the child and often saw to the upbringing more than  the 

mother or  father,  since  polygamy  was  practiced  among  this  group.  

22:20ff

VS 62  NOW ISAAC HAD COME FROM  GOING  TO  BEER-LAHAI-ROI;  FOR  HE  WAS 

LIVING IN THE NEGEV.  (v + Isaac--Qal pf XOB had come or  returned--pref 

m + Qal inf const bo' from coming or  going--to  yXr  yxl  rXB  well  of 

living, seeing, Gen. 16:14, where  Hagar  had  met  the  Lord,  and  was 

impressed with His care and provision--v + pers pron--Qal act  part  bwy 

living or dwelling--pref b + land of--the Negebh, south)

VS 63  AND ISAAC WENT OUT TO  MEDITATE  IN  THE  FIELD  TOWARD  EVENING;  

(Isaac--wc + Qal impf yatsa'--pref l + Qal inf const  xVw  1X,  possibly 

related to xyw to speak, to talk  to  oneself,  to  meditate,  or  think 

things over, vague word--pref b + sadheh=field--pref l + Qal  inf  const 

hnP to turn or face + bri =  about  the  time  of  evening,  as  evening 

approached)  AND HE LIFTED UP HIS EYES AND LOOKED,  AND  BEHOLD,  CAMELS 

WERE COMING.  (stfwd--Qal act part XOB)

VS 64  AND REBEKAH LIFTED UP HER  EYES,  AND  WHEN  SHE  SAW  ISAAC  SHE 

DISMOUNTED FROM THE CAMEL.  (Reb lifted her eyes and when she saw  Isaac 

--wc + Qal impf lpn she fell--pref m + li--the camel)

VS 65  AND SHE SAID TO THE SERVANT,  stfwd  "WHO IS THAT MAN WALKING  IN 

THE FIELD TO MEET US?"  (who--the man, the this, the one walking--in the 

field--pref l + Qal inf const Xrq + 1cs suff)  AND THE SERVANT SAID, "HE 

IS MY MASTER."  stfwd  THEN SHE TOOK HER VEIL AND COVERED HERSELF.   (wc 

+ Qal impf laqach--d.a. + m.s.n [yij tsa'iyph verb not  used,  means  to 

cover over, hence a veil or covering--wc + Hithpael impf hcK  to  cover, 

to conceal, in Hith. to cover oneself)

VS 66  AND THE SERVANT TOLD ISAAC ALL THE THINGS WHICH HE HAD DONE.  the 

servant--wc + Piel impf rpc in Qal  to  write,  in  Piel  to  relate  or 

recount --all the things--which he had manufactured)

VS 67  THEN ISAAC BROUGHT HER INTO HIS MOTHER SARAH'S TENT, AND HE  TOOK 

REBEKAH, AND SHE BECAME  HIS  WIFE;   (Isaac--Hiphil  bo'--to  the  tent 

of--Sarah his mother--wc + Qal impf laqach--Rebekah--wc + Qal impf hayah 

--to him for a wife)  AND HE LOVED HER; THUS ISAAC WAS  COMFORTED  AFTER 

HIS MOTHER'S DEATH.  (wc + Qal impf bhX to love--Isaac--wc + Niphal impf 

,xn not used in Qal, in Niphal to lament or grieve, to be  comforted  or 

receive comfort--prep 'achar--his mother)

SUMMARY VS 62-67

1.  The scene now shifts back to Canaan where Isaac was waiting for news 

as to his future.

2.  While  it  is  somewhat  vague  here,  Isaac  was  apparently  still 

suffering somewhat from depression concerning his mother's death.

3.  This is ascertained from the pilgrimage to the well which was  named 

after the flight of Hagar when she was succumbing to self- pity.

4.  Vs 67 also indicates that he had not fully recovered from this loss.

5.  He apparently had been keeping somewhat to himself, staying  in  the 

Negev, rather than Hebron where Abraham was residing.

6.  The visit to the well was apparently to seek some sort of  manifest- 

tation of God's will or guidance.

7.  He was out in the  field  thinking  things  over  when  the  caravan 

approached.

8.  Since it was evening, he could not clearly make out who was coming.

9.  At about the same time, Rebekah noticed that there was a man in  the 

field.

10.  This certainly indicates that each was looking for the other.

11.  There was some excitement in each of them as  they  considered  the 

events which were coming to pass.

12.  In the Near East, courtesy demands that when a woman is riding  and 

meets a man, that she dismount.

13.  She also covers herself with a veil or larger object, like a shawl, 

as that seems to have been customary for single women.

14.  She asks the servant who is coming toward them, to which he replies 

that it is his master.

15.  The servant then relates in detail all the amazing things which had 

occurred on his journey.

16.  Isaac immediately takes Rebekah into the tent  of  his  mother,  an 

honor to be sure.

17.  They were married immediately.

18.  They did not love each other at this point, since they did not know 

each other.

19.  At first Rebekah was merely a replacement for Sarah in the life  of 

Isaac.

20.  As time passed, they grew to love each other, since each  obviously 

recognized that God's plan was for them to be husband and wife.

21.  As they acclimated to the plan for God for their lives, they  "fell 

in love" with each other over a period of time.

22.  Actually, all people learn to love their RM or RW over a period  of 

time, after the honeymoon is over.

