GENESIS CHAPTER 25

OUTLINE 

I.  Marriage to Keturah and descendants.  vs 1-4

II.  Isaac inherits all things.  vs 5-6

III.  Death of Abraham.  vs 7-11

IV.  History of Ishmael.  vs 12-18

V.  History of Isaac.  vs 19- 35:29

VI.  Birth of Esau and Jacob.  vs 21-26

VII.  Sale of the birthright.  vs 27-34

VS 1  NOW ABRAHAM TOOK ANOTHER WIFE, WHO NAME WAS KETURAH.   (Abe--wc  + 

Hiphil impf [cy to add or  do  again,  to  increase  or  continue  doing 

something--wc + Qal impf laqach--a wife--v +  name  of  her--hrVuq  this 

word is derived from the verb ruq to offer odors, to  burn  incense  and 

means "incense".   While  some  may  not  like  the  fact  that  Abraham 

remarried, this must have been some woman.)

VS 2  AND SHE BORE TO HIM ZIMRAN AND JOKSHAN AND MEDAN  AND  MIDIAN  AND 

ISHBAK AND SHUAH.  (Most of these are vague and not well  attested,  but 

we will identify who we can.--Zimran, western  Arabia,  on  the  coast-- 

Jokshan, not  identified--Medan,  eastern  shore  of  the  Gulf--Midian, 

according to WOG they were scattered widely in northwestern  Arabia,  on 

Sinai peninsula, even east of Palestine near Moab--Ishbak,  not  ident-- 

Shuah most consider to be somewhere in the Syro-Arabian desert)

VS 3  AND JOKSHAN  BECAME  THE  FATHER  OF  SHEBA  AND  DEDAN.   (Sheba, 

southwestern Arabia--Dedan must be in similar region)  AND THE  SONS  OF 

DEDAN WERE ASSHURIM AND  LETUSHIM  AND  LEUMMIM.   (three  tribes  which 

occupied northern Arabia)

VS 4  AND THE SONS OF MIDIAN WERE EPHAH AND EPHER AND HANOCH  AND  ABIDA 

AND ALDAAH.  (Midian was obviously the  most  notable  of  the  sons  of 

Abraham, and so five of his descendants are listed, They lived s. and e. 

of Canaan, along the Sinai and Arabian peninsula--Epher and  Hanoch  are 

names found among the Jews, indicating that  they  were  in  some  close 

proximity, among Judah, Manessah, and Reuben--final two have yet  to  be 

id'd)  ALL THESE WERE THE SONS OF KETURAH.  stfwd

SUMMARY VS 1-4

1.  This chapter will bring us to the close of the life of Abraham.

2.  One aspect of the promise has yet to be fulfilled, and that  is  the 

fact that he would be the father of many nations.

3.  We know that he has fathered Isaac and Ishmael, but these two hardly 

qualify as many nations.

4.  In regard to this, Abraham remarries in his old age.

5.  This is at least three years, and maybe more,  after  the  death  of 

Sarah.

6.  Abraham's vitality and  sexual  prosperity  was  obviously  no  mere 

transient blessing, but continued after the death of Sarah.

7.  Some have argued from the comment in vs 6 that Abraham  had  married 

Keturah while Sarah was alive, but this is not supportable.

8.  It does indicate that the wife and other children are  not  regarded 

as highly as the mother and seed of the promise.

9.  One would be surprised if Abraham would regard any woman in the same 

fashion he though of Sarah.

10.  This does point out that God is free to provide  for  the  believer 

anything which may be missing  from  his  life,  with  no  violation  of 

doctrine.

11.  It was not wrong for Abraham to remarry, in fact it was necessary.

12.  Five sons are specifically mentioned whose descendants would  later 

occupy areas s. and  e.  of  Palestine,  along  the  Sinai  and  Arabian 

peninsula.

13.  Of the sons, Midian was the most well known,  and  his  descendants 

are the ones most mentioned in the WOG.

14.  Profile of Midian:

    A.  Maintained a spiritual heritage until the time  of  Moses.

    B.  Moses married a Midianite.  Ex. 2:21

    C.  Jethro, Moses father in law,  acknowledged  the  true  God.   Ex 

        18:11

    D.  Though friendly to Moses, they  would  not  join  Israel.   Num. 

        10:29

    E.  Eventually allied themselves with Moab.  Num. 22:1-7

    F.  During the time of  the  Judges,  God  used  the  Midianites  to 

        discipline Israel.  Jud. 6:1ff

    G.  Gideon eventually killed their kings and routed their  army  and 

        they were no longer a force to consider.  Jud. 8:28

15.  It is hardly conceivable that Abraham would  have  not  taught  the 

same doctrine to these descendants that he did to his entire household.

16.  For these Arab groups to end up hostile to Israel,  indicated  that 

they were negative to the truth, not that they did not know.

17.  Certainly from what follows, anyone could see that Abraham  treated 

Isaac differently than any other child he fathered.

18.  This also demonstrates that physical descent from Abraham does  not 

guarantee one anything apart from doctrine.

VS 5  NOW ABRAHAM GAVE ALL THAT HE HAD TO  ISAAC.   (Abe--wc+  Qal  impf 

nathan--all which to him--to Isaac)

VS 6  BUT TO THE SONS OF HIS CONCUBINES, ABRAHAM GAVE  GIFTS   (v  +  to 

sons of--f.p.n wglP concubines, we know that  they  were  2  in  number, 

Hagar and Keturah, more  in  summary--which--to  Abe--  Abraham--Qal  pf 

nathan--f.p.n hnTm a gift or present)  AND SENT THEM AWAY FROM  HIS  SON 

ISAAC WHILE HE WAS STILL ALIVE, EASTWARD, TO THE LAND OF THE EAST.   (wc 

+ Piel impf xlw--pref m + li--Isaac his son--pref b + dOi= while, in the 

time when--adj. living--toward the east--to the land of the east)

SUMMARY VS 5-6

1.  Abraham makes and executes his will while he is still alive, so that 

there can be no confusion after his death.

2.  Isaac, as the heir, inherited all things, apart from the token gifts 

which were given to his other sons.3.  This included:

    a.  all economic wealth.  Gen. 24:35

    b.  all spiritual promises and blessings.  

    c.  line of Messiah.

    d.  priesthood.

    e.  SG3 promises, including, land, innumerable descendants, etc.

    f.  Anti-semitism clause

4.  Isaac was blessed by association with his father Abraham.  26:24

5.  The adjusted child himself will come under the blessing of God as he 

adheres to the the doctrine, but an adjusted parent  can  certainly  get 

him off on the right foot.

6.  Of course Isaac had to believe and apply the doctrine  in  order  to 

excel spiritually, which he would do.

7.  There were two other women in the life of Abraham, called concubines 

by whom Abraham had children.

8.  He does not do any disservice to them, but  acknowledges  them  with 

presents.

9.  A concubine was a woman in ancient societies who was,  or  could  be 

the legal wife  of  a  man,  and  could  enter  into  legitimate  sexual 

relations with her master.

10.  God, as we know tolerated this, but never commanded it,  since  His 

plan has always been one man and one woman.

11.  The concubine was not free, but could be a slave as in the case  of 

Hagar, or could be exalted to the status of wife.  as  in  the  case  of 

Keturah.

12.  She did not have the rights or privileges of a free wife, however.

13.  Concubines held a place of honor  and  her  children  could  become 

co-heirs with a legitimate son.

14.  While this may have been the custom, Abraham  wanted  no  misunder- 

standings and so made all arrangements before his death.

15.  While he was still alive, he divided his estate  as  he  chose  and 

sent the children of the concubines out of Canaan.

16.  Canaan was to be Isaac's and there were to be no misunderstandings.

17.  It is important to note that nothing  good  ever  came  from  these 

descendants, which is not to say that some of them did not believe.

18.  They were often a snare and enemies of  Israel,  even  though  they 

were descended from Abraham.

19.  Typically all other descendants, including  Ishmael,  occupied  the 

region to the east of Canaan, extending south along the peninsulas.

20.  Those who would attempt to advocate this practice  today,  as  some 

do, have no Biblical support, based on  NT  revelation.   Matt.  19:1ff, 

ICor. 7:2ff; Eph. 5:22ff; ITim. 3:2,12

VS 7  NOW THESE ARE THE DAYS OF THE YEARS OF THE LIFE OF ABRAHAM,  WHICH 

HE LIVED,  (v + these--days of years of lives of Abe--rel  pron--adj.m.s 

yx)  ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY FIVE YEARS.  stfwd

VS 8  AND ABRAHAM BREATHED HIS LAST AND DIED IN A RIPE OLD AGE, (Abraham 

--wc + Qal impf ivG to breathe out ones last time, to expire--wc  +  Qal 

impf tVm while gawa' focuses on the final act, the soul departing,  muth 

focuses on the bodily reality, the corpse--pref b + f.s.n byw to be gray 

headed, commonly used for old age--adj. bOu=at a good old age)   OLD AND 

SATISFIED WITH LIFE; AND HE WAS GATHERED TO HIS PEOPLE.  (adj.m.s ]qz--v 

+ adj.m.s ibw having plenty, full,  abundance,  satisfied  or  satiated, 

used in both a good and bad sense, here  used  in  a  good  sense--wc  + 

Niphal impf [cX to collect, to take up, to gather up in Qal,  in  Niphal 

passive, be gathered--to his people)

VS 9  THEN HIS SONS  ISAAC  AND  ISHMAEL  BURIED  HIM  IN  THE  CAVE  OF 

MACHPELAH,  (Isaac and Ishmael, his sons--wc + Qal impf rbq--s.d.o + 3ms 

--lX clearly means in by this context--the cave of  Machpelah)   IN  THE 

FIELD OF EPHRON THE SON OF  ZOHAR  THE  HITTITE,  FACING  MAMRE.   (prep 

'el=in or on--field of Ephron=the field which Abraham  had  bought  from 

Ephron--son of Zohar the Hittite--rel pron--prep  li  to  the  faces  of 

Mamre=to the east of Mamre)

VS 10  THE FIELD WHICH ABRAHAM HAD PURCHASED  FROM  THE  SONS  OF  HETH;  

clarifying vs 9  THERE ABRAHAM WAS BURIED WITH SARAH HIS WIFE.  (adv. ,w 

+ he locale--Abe--Pual pf qabhar, Piel stem appears to be used when more 

than one person is  in  view???   I  can't  see  how  you  bury  someone 

intensively!!--v + Sarah, his wife)

VS 11 AND IT CAME ABOUT AFTER THE DEATH OF ABRAHAM, THAT GOD BLESSED HIS 

SON ISAAC;  (wc + Qal impf hayah--after death of  Abe--wc  +  Piel  impf 

barak--Elohiym--s.d.o + Isaac, his son)  AND ISAAC LIVED NEAR BEER-LAHAI 

-ROI.  (Isaac--wc + Qal impf yashabh--prep ,i here=at by or  near,  used 

of proximity--well of living and seeing, Gen. 16)

SUMMARY VS 7-11

1.  After devoting the longest section to  this  point  in  Genesis,  to 

Abraham, Moses details the final events of his life.

2.  The life of Abraham:

    a.  born in Ur in 1950 BC

    b.  Salvation and call in Ur at unspecified date.

    c.  Marriage to Sarah at unspecified date in Ur.

    d.  relocated to Canaan in 1875 BC at 75 years of age. c 1875BC

    e.  flunked major living grace test and moved to Egypt c1875

    f.  relocated back in Canaan and separation from Lot. 1875-4 BC

    g.  Delivered Lot and military victory.  1873-1866 BC

    h.  Operation Hagar at age 85.  1865 BC

    i.  Birth of Ishmael. 1864 BC at age 86

    j.  MAJG at age 99, 1851 BC

    k.  Failure with Abimelech. age 99. Gen. 20

    l.  Birth of Isaac at age 100 1850 BC

    m.  Test of prosperity in Gen. 22 age 120-125

    n.  Death of Sarah age 137, c. 1813BC

    o.  Marriage of Isaac at age 140

    p.  Birth of twins Jacob and Esau at age 160

    q.  Dying grace age 175, 1775 BC

3.  Abraham completed his course and exited this life under dying  grace 

and maximum blessing of God.

4.  His physical life ends as it had begun, with the breathing.

5.  He breathed out his last breath, and the  soul  departed  the  body, 

producing a state of death.

6.  He died completely satisfied with his life, and no regrets.

7.  The Lord had promised him a peaceful death in Gen. 15:15.

8.  It is evident that Abraham lived a long life for his  time  and  the 

life span since the flood had decreased dramatically.  flood c 2300BC

9.  The final phrase of vs 8 does not mean his dead physical  body,  but 

refers to his soul being gathered to the same place as the souls of  his 

ancestors who were believers, as most of them were.

10.  IT is evident that Abraham understood the  concept  of  life  after 

death, from the commentary on Gen. 22 as found in Heb. 11:17-19.

11.  It is completely evident that Moses understood the  concept,  since 

he could not be referring to the physical bodies of his ancestors, since 

he was not buried with them, only Sarah.

12.  Abraham was taken to paradise, as seen in the passive of  the  word 

"gathered".

13.  He received an escort to Paradise, which later came to be known  as 

Abraham's bosom, since he was the most notorious person there.

14.  There he remained with all other believers who had died before  him 

and with those who died before the resurrection of JC.

15.  At the time of the triumphal entry into Heaven,  JC  took  all  the 

souls of the believers in Paradise and escorted them personally into the 

third Heaven with Himself.  Eph. 4:8-9

16.  There Abraham still resides, until the beginning of the  Millennium 

when he will be resurrected and come out of the cave where his  physical 

body was buried.

17.  He will inherit the land which he had been promised, and all  other 

blessings of the covenant will be fully realized.

18.  His SG3 was constantly before him and he believed it until the  day 

of his death.  Heb. 11:13

19.  Ishmael has returned for the burial of his father, and he and Isaac 

take care of the funeral.

20.  Abraham had sent  all  the  other  sons  away,  and  none  of  them 

apparently returned for the funeral.

21.  He had made it plain where  he  was  to  be  buried,  and  the  men 

complied with his wishes.

22.  He was buried with Sarah his wife, who will accompany  him  out  of 

the cave on the day of their resurrection.

23.  vs 11 is somewhat of a transition verse into the next major  person 

with whom Moses intends to deal.

24.  Before we get to Isaac, the minor matters concerning  Ishmael  will 

be presented in vs. 12-18.

25.  Isaac had inherited the vast bulk of his father's estate, and  that 

would of course provide for him for many years.

26.  Abraham had provided not only physically for his son, but had  left 

quite a spiritual heritage and footsteps for Isaac to follow in.

27.  Isaac, does not possess  the  same  spiritual  dynamics  which  his 

father possessed, and was by nature passive and reticent.

28.  This is seen to some degree in his attachment to  his  mother,  and 

failure to fully recover and move on after some 3  years  following  her 

death.

29.  Abraham had even made his wedding plans for him.

30.  Nevertheless, Isaac came under God's blessing in his own right  and 

eventually made the MAJG.

31.  Not nearly as much is recorded about Isaac, because although he did 

nothing exceptionally strange, neither did he make dramatic applications 

as his father had done.

32.  He continued to reside by the well where the Lord had rebuked Hagar 

for her self pity, demonstrating His omniscience.

33.  This place held some sort of fascination for Isaac, who was passive 

so the doctrines of Sov. and Omniscience obviously appealed to him.

34.  Isaac to some extent wanted to be left to himself and not deal with 

certain issues in life, a flaw which would cause problems in his family.

VS 12 NOW THESE ARE THE HISTORIES OF ISHMAEL, ABRAHAM'S SON, WHOM  HAGAR 

THE EGYPTIAN, SARAH'S MAID, BORE TO ABRAHAM.  (v + demons. pron. these-- 

f.p.n tOdlOT of the ten times this is used in Genesis to divide sections 

this is the 7th, this section will be quite brief, since it  deals  with 

Ishmael and his descendants, who are mentioned since they are  descended 

from Abraham, although not under the Abrahamic covenant.--God will  hear 

see Gen. 16--stfwd)

VS 13  AND THESE ARE THE NAMES OF THE SONS OF ISHMAEL, WITH THEIR NAMES, 

IN THE ORDER OF THEIR BIRTH:  (v + these names of sons of  Ishmael--pref 

b + names of them=with their names--pref l+ f.p.n tol  dhoth=to  or  for 

their history??  Does this = in the order of their birth,  if  it  does, 

the sons of Noah  were  Japheth,  Ham  and  Shem  see  Gen.  10:32.   It 

certainly looks like this is the case from what I have seen)   NEBAIOTH, 

THE FIRST-BORN OF ISHMAEL, AND KEDAR AND ADBEEL AND MIBSAM   (tybn  most 

regard them as the Nabataens, in Edom, with Petra  as  their  stronghold 

and capital--rkB first born=literal sons, 12 in  number,  Gen.  17:20--v 

rdqKedar, renowned as archers, Isa. 21:16-17.  Apparently  resided  some 

distance from Canaan, and regarded as remote.  Ps. 120:5, Jere.  49:28-- 

v + lXBdX most regard them as northern Arabian--v + mwbm unidentified)

VS 14  AND MISHMA AND DUMAN AND MASSA,  (v+ imwm unidentified--v +  hmVd 

northern Arabia--v + XWm northern Arabia)

VS 15  HADAD AND TEMA, JETUR, NAPHISH AND KEDEMAH.  (ddx  unidentified-- 

v + Xmyt close to Dumah, in Arabia--rVuy this is known  to  be  an  Arab 

tribe which engaged in conflict with  Reuben  during  the  time  of  the 

conquest, c1400BC   IChron.  1:31,  5:18ff   Grammatical  considerations 

possibly link the word to the Itureans, Lk. 3:1--Naphish, and  qedh  mah 

are both unidentified)

VS 16  THESE ARE THE SONS OF ISHMAEL AND THESE ARE THEIR NAMES,  (these, 

they, sons of Ishmael--v + demons. adj.pl. hz--their  names)   BY  THEIR 

VILLAGES, AND BY THEIR CAMPS; TWELVE PRINCES ACCORDING TO THEIR  TRIBES.  

(pref b + m.p.n rjx lit. an enclosure, a place surrounded by a fence,  a 

court, or courtyard, as with a building, a village,  used  esp.  of  the 

villages of the nomadic tribes, which consisted primarily of  tents,  as 

opposed to walled, permanent cities--v + pref b + f.p.n  hryu  the  verb 

means to surround, hence a circular arrangement  of  the  tents  of  the 

nomadic or semi-nomadic tribes of the Ishmaelites.  Both words  seem  to 

be some sort of accepted description of  the  type  of  existence  these 

people lived, as opposed to cities.  They were organized  into  distinct 

tribes and areas, but not necessarily  marked  by  permanent  cities  or 

capitals--12 princes, according to their people, ie. their families  and 

blood relationships)

VS 17  AND THESE ARE THE YEARS OF THE LIFE OF ISHMAEL, ONE  HUNDRED  AND 

THIRTY SEVEN YEARS;  (v + these years of life of ishmael--100  year  and 

thirty years and seven years)  AND HE BREATHED HIS LAST  AND  DIED,  AND 

WAS GATHERED TO HIS PEOPLE.  (wc + Qal impf ivG to breathe out  for  the 

last time, to expire--wc + Qal impf tVm soul departed,  quit  breathing, 

and the physical body died--wc + Niphal impf [cX to gather, in Niphal to 

be gathered or assembled--to his people)

VS 18  AND THEY SETTLED FROM HAVILAH TO SHUR WHICH IS EAST OF  EGYPT  AS 

YOU GO TOWARD ASSYRIA  (wc + Qal impf ]kw to settled down, to pitch your 

tent, or dwelling place, to dwell or remain--from Havilah as far as Shur 

identification of Havilah is tenuous, some place it on eastern  side  of 

Arabian peninsula, others toward the west in modern Saudi Arabia,  north 

of Yemen,  Shur  is  the  wilderness  area  defined  as  being  east  of 

Egypt--Qal inf const 2ms suff XOB in your going= as you go--Assyria + he 

locale)  HE FELL EAST OF ALL HIS BROTHERS  (Qal pf lpn to fall, to  fall 

down, to alight from a camel in Gen. 24, to fall in battle, to  fall  in 

an area is to reside there, or end up there, see  Jud.  7:12--yn=di  has 

been translated by the phrase "to the east of"  as  previously  in  this 

verse--all his brothers

SUMMARY VS 12-18

1.  vs 12-18 contain the shortest of all the  10  distinct  sections  of 

Genesis.  tol doth used 10 times to divide the book.

2.  It is devoted to Ishmael, who was an  illegitimate  son  of  Abraham 

through the servant, Hagar.  Gen. 16

3.  This came about due to the lack of faith-rest by Sarah in regard  to 

the promise of an heir.

4.  Abraham capitulated and the result was Ishmael and ultimately  these 

descendants.

5.  The sons of Ishmael refer to his direct  descendants,  sons  in  the 

strictest sense of the word.

6.  They are 12 in number as was previously foretold.  Gen. 17:20

7.  They are listed in the order  of  their  birth,  which  is  somewhat 

unusual, since Moses has not done this previously.

8.  Each of these sons became a prince or leader of a  particular  group 

of Semitic Arabs.

9.  They occupied the general area from Shur, the wilderness  area  just 

E. of Egypt east across the Sinai and esp. the Arabian peninsula.

10.  They were somewhat nomadic but organized into tribes or clans which 

tended to stick together.

11.  They did not organize  to  the  point  of  establishing  cities  or 

permanent dwelling places, but lived in what we might call tent cities.

12.  Their  existence  is  documented  in  Assyrian  records,  the  most 

important tribe being mentioned being Nebaioth and Jetur.

13.  The land which the Midianites, a descendant  of  Keturah,  and  the 

Ishmaelites, descendants of Ishmael occupied was later attributed to the 

Amalekites, descendants of Esau.  cp Gen. 25:18; ISam. 15:7

14.  These groups had several things in common including  their  nomadic 

lifestyle and lack of organized cities, and their anti-Semitism.

15.  They are consistently seen to be on the wrong side  of  God's  Plan 

and outside the auspices of the Abrahamic covenant.

16.  Each one of Ishmael's sons rises  to  power  and  eventually  their 

names became the name of the particular place in which they lived.

17.  Such was often the case in the settlement of new areas,  the  place 

being assigned the name of the most notable settler or leader.

18.  Ishmael lived a total of 137 years, and died a believer.

19.  We must now correct a misconception which  has  been  passed  down, 

that being the notion that Ishmael was an unbeliever.

20.  Reasons why he was not:

    a.  The phrase "gathered to his people" is used only  by  Moses  and 

        only 7 times.  Gen. 25:8,17, 35:29,  49:33;  Num.  20:26;  Deut. 

        35:50

    b.  In each case it is used only for believers, including,  Abraham, 

        Isaac, Jacob, Aaron and Moses.

    c.  To interpret it differently here would be a gross  violation  of 

        what the phrase obviously means.

    d.  The request of Abraham in Gen. 17:18 in regard to Ishmael  makes 

        little sense if Ishmael is an UB

    e.  Abraham understood very little doctrine if he was asking God  to 

        accept an unbeliever as the heir!!!

21.  This is somewhat of a minor point and does not affect the  doctrine 

which we have studied.

22.  The final phrase of vs  18  has  several  possible  interpretations 

which have been advanced, including:

    a.  Ishmael settled east of his relatives, which include  Isaac  and 

        sons of Keturah.

    b.  He settled in antagonism to  them,  based  on  his  personality.  

        Gen. 16:12

    c.  He fell or died in battle in the presence of his relatives.

23.  The first one is the  more  likely  meaning  since  his  death  has 

already been noted in vs 17, and this is merely a closing general state- 

ment regarding Ishmael.

VS 19  NOW THESE ARE THE HISTORIES OF ISAAC, ABRAHAM'S SON:  (v +  these 

--f.p.n  tol  doth=histories  or  records  of--Isaas,  son  of  Abraham)  

ABRAHAM BECAME THE FATHER OF ISAAC.  (Abe--Hiphil pf dly caused to  bear 

or bring forth--s.d.o + Isaac)

VS 20  AND ISAAC WAS FORTY YEARS OLD WHEN HE TOOK REBEKAH, (Isaac--wc  + 

Qal impf hyh--son of forties year--pref b + Qal inf const laqach, in his 

taking=when he took--s.d.o + Rebekah=when he married her)  THE  DAUGHTER 

OF BETHUEL THE ARAMEAN OF PADDAN-ARAM, THE SISTER OF LABAN THE  ARAMEAN, 

TO BE HIS WIFE.  (daughter of Bethuel, son of Nahor, Abes  brother--d.a. 

+ yMrX the Aramean=Syria and Mesopotamia, modern  area  is  occupied  by 

Syria and Iraq.  Syria of the two rivers=Mesopotamia, Gen. 24:10--pref m 

=from ]DP a field or plain--of Aram, while Mesopotamia was  the  general 

area in which Aram lie, the more specific  name  for  the  region  which 

Haran was in is called the plain of Aram--sister of Laban, more  on  him 

later--the Aramean--to him for a wife)

VS 21  AND ISAAC PRAYED TO THE LORD ON BEHALF OF HIS WIFE,  BECAUSE  SHE 

WAS BARREN;  (Isaac--wc + Qal impf rti 20X, this word means  to  ask  or 

entreat, to supplicate God for some particular favor.  When used in  the 

Niphal, it means to respond favorably to a request, to bestow an  answer 

based on grace or favor.--pref l + xkn what is over against  or  before, 

what is in one's sight, with pref l =toward or on behalf of--his  wife-- 

yK + pers. pron--adj.f.s rqi 11X, used of Sarai in 11:30, now of Rebekah 

and means to not have any children)  AND THE LORD RESPONDED FAVORABLY TO 

HIM AND REBEKAH HIS WIFE CONCEIVED.  (YHWH--wc +  Niphal  impf  rti  see 

above--pref l + 3ms--Rebekah his wife--wc + Qal impf hrh to conceive, to 

become pregnant)

VS 22  BUT THE CHILDREN STRUGGLED TOGETHER WITHIN HER;  (d.a.  +  sons-- 

wc + Hithpoel impf qjr 19X, in Qal to break in or break down, to  crush, 

to maltreat or oppress.  In Hith.  to  crush  or  oppress  one  another, 

reflexive--in the midst of her)  AND SHE SAID; "IF IT IS SO,  WHY  AM  I 

IN THIS STATE?"  (and she said--hypoth ,X--adv. ]K thus or so--for  what 

or why--demons adj hz--pers pron. 1cs)  SO SHE WENT TO  INQUIRE  OF  THE 

LORD.  (wc + Qal impf halakh--pref l + Qal inf  const  wrD  to  seek  or 

inquire, to ask an answer--s.d.o + YHWH

VS 23  AND THE LORD SAID TO HER,  stfwd  "TWO NATIONS ARE IN YOUR  WOMB;  

(two + goy--pref b + ]uB the belly or womb)  AND TWO  PEOPLES  SHALL  BE 

SEPARATED FROM YOUR BODY;  (v +two + peoples--Niphal impf drP in Qal  to 

break off or break apart, passive=be broken apart or separated--pref m + 

him used 3 ways, of literal internal  organs,  the  bowels  or  stomach, 

second used of the reproductive or sexual organs, as in this  case,  and 

is often paired with beten, womb.  Third used of the seat  of  emotions, 

compassion, anguish, affection, etc.)  AND ONE PEOPLE SHALL BE  STRONGER 

THAN THE OTHER;  (v + pref l + a people--pref m + pref l + a  people=and 

for one of the people as compared to the other people--Qal impf  /mX  to 

be firm or strong)  AND THE OLDER SHALL SERVE THE YOUNGER."  v + adj.m.s 

br the great or older--Qal impf dbi--adj.m.s ryij  small  or  little=the 

younger)

SUMMARY VS 21-23

1.  What is not recorded but we find out in vs 26 is  that  some  twenty 

years have passed since the marriage of Isaac and Rebekah.

2.  Isaac is now 59 years old, and we do not given the age of Rebekah at 

any time in her life.

3.  Nothing of any consequence has occurred in the life of Isaac,  as  I 

said before he was somewhat spiritually passive.

4.  He thought enough about the situation of no children to realize that 

the next link in the covenant required him to have some.

5.  Keep in mind that Abraham is still alive at this point and  is  most 

likely the predominant influence in his life.

6.  He had learned enough doctrine to realize that  God  must  intervene 

and so he entreats God's favor via prayer.

7.  Isaac must learn as all have to that  God's  plan  is  not  advanced 

along purely natural lines.

8.  Grace  and  God's  intervention  makes  the  fulfillment  of  things 

possible, not merely human effort, ingenuity, etc.

9.  Of course his prayer acknowledges this and God responds with a grace 

answer.

10.  Rebekah and Isaac  continue  to  have  sex  and  Rebekah  now  gets 

pregnant.

11.  Her pregnancy experienced some complications which caused her to be 

quite concerned about the situation.

12.  The movement within the womb by the  fetus  was  abnormal,  causing 

Rebekah to have a very traumatic time.

13.  The word which is used to describe what she felt indicated  that  a 

struggle, nearly violent, was occurring in her womb.

14.  She asks herself first, something like this, "If  we  prayed  about 

this and it is God's will for me to be  pregnant,  why  are  things  not 

going well?"

15.  This question has plagued believers in other periods of history  as 

well, and none are exempt from problems simply because they are in God's 

will.  Joseph, Moses, David, Paul, Jesus, Heb. 11:36ff

16.  Just because a believer faces difficulty, they  should  not  assume 

that they are somehow maladjusted or out of God's will.

17.  Apparently, Rebekah discerned in the turmoil which was occurring in 

her womb something of spiritual significance.

18.  She gets no answers from anyone in her periphery, so  she  goes  to 

ask the Lord specifically.

19.  This is a good practice when one  is  confused  or  concerned  with 

events which are happening in their niche, pray about it.

20.  Exactly where she went, or how she inquired  of  the  Lord  is  not 

noted.

21.  Some suggest that she consulted Shem,  or  Abraham  or  some  other 

believer.

22.  In any case she receives a Divine answer, and again we are not told 

how it came to her, whether in a dream, vision, direct word, or  through 

someone else.

23.  The Lord reveals to her that there is more than one  fetus  in  the 

womb.

24.  Two distinct nations are said to be in her womb  and  two  distinct 

peoples.

25.  This obviously is not meant to be taken literally,  but  refers  to 

the future descendants.

26.  She will have two sons, and each will head up  his  own  particular 

people, who will develop into two distinct nations.

27.  These two nations will have nothing in common and will  be  divided 

by both spiritual and physical principles.

28.  This certainly demonstrates that  physical  relationship  does  not 

imply or guarantee spiritual affinity.

29.  One group would be stronger than the other, indicating  that  there 

would not be equality between the two.

30.  Historically the descendants of Esau, the Edomites were subservient 

to Israel.

31.  Esau and his descendants came under temporal and historical cursing 

due to negative volition.

32.  Generally, as we  know,  the  oldest  son  received  the  right  of 

primogeniture, called the birthright in this chapter.

33.  Of course, they had to be qualified on  spiritual  grounds,  ie.  a 

believer.

34.  The natural course  of  things  would  be  for  the  oldest  to  be 

pre-eminent, and the younger to be submissive to him.

35.  She is clearly informed here that the situation is to be completely 

opposite natural expectations.

36.  The obvious purpose for revelation from God in regard to the future 

is so that one may be informed and make the appropriate applications.

37.  To assume that Rebekah received this doctrine from the Lord and did 

not relate it to Isaac is unthinkable.

38.  Both on a purely natural level, as well as on the spiritual level.

39.  We must keep before us the fact that both Isaac  and  Rebekah  knew 

from the beginning that Jacob was to be the recipient of the  birthright 

and the privileges associated with it.

40.  Failure to believe this and apply it will  lead  to  much  harm  to 

their family.

41.  From Paul's use of this verse  in  Rom.  9:8ff  we  may  also  make 

several observations:

    a.  In terms of God's plan, the natural man  does  not  possess  any 

        advantage simply  by  birth.   The  Jews  had  fallen  into  the 

        thinking that descent from Abraham was equivalent to SAJG.

    b.  No one has any leg up, based on physical descent and birth  into 

        a certain class or family.  Jn. 1:12ff, 3:5-6; 

    c.  It depends on the volition  of  each  individual,  and  physical 

        relationship does not guarantee spiritual adjustment.  vs 11

    d.  The thesis Paul is proving in  this  chapter  is  that  not  all 

        Israel is Israel. vs 6-7

    e.  Esau the oldest was rejected and Jacob became the  heir  of  the 

        promises, which was in contrast to the natural order of things.

    f.  God made this decision before the two  boys  were  born,  so  it 

        could not have been based on physical descent, nor works.

    g.  This is based on God's foreknowledge  regarding  the  volitional 

        response of the two boys to his plan.

    h.  Since He knew that Jacob was positive and Esau was negative,  He 

        made decisions before the boys were even born.

    i.  God's eternal purpose was to make Jacob the heir, which resulted 

        in a plan which stands because it depends on God.  vs 11

    j.  Since God knew each response, it allowed Him to design  His  own 

        plan, which assigns each one their place.

    k.  This is not in violation of any attribute, esp. Justice as  many 

        claim, esp. Calvinists.  vs 14

    l.  The quote from Malachi 1:2 serves to reinforce the fact that the 

        Esau and his descendants will come under  temporal  and  eternal 

        indignation.

    m.  So Jacob and his descendants will come under Divine blessing and 

        inherit, while Esau and his descendants will come  under  Divine 

        hatred and wrath.

    n.  It is not a contradiction to say that God both loves  and  hates 

        those who are negative.  Jn. 3:16 cf Rom. 12:9

42.  Logically the events transpired as follows:

    a.  God foreknew in EP that Jacob was positive and Esau was neg.

    b.  He determined to bless Jacob and organized His plan to do so.

    c.  God picked or elected Jacob to be saved.

    d.  He assigned Jacob his place in the plan.

    e.  Jacob heard the gospel in time and believed.

    f.  He was imputed +R and therefore justified.

    g.  He made applications in time, which will be rewarded with SG3.

    h.  He now awaits PH3 sanctification and his inheritance.

43.  This sequence is confirmed in Rom. 8:28-30 and IPet. 1:1-2.

44.  No one whom God  foreknew  would  be  positive  and  therefore  was 

elected in eternity past will be overlooked or left out.

45.  As we will see, the plan cannot be frustrated or averted by  anyone 

or anything.

46.  Isaac's failure to believe this and  his  personal  preference  for 

Esau will not frustrate God's plan.

47.  However, it will cause him  a  lot  of  personal  trauma  and  will 

eventually devastate his family.

VS 24  WHEN HER DAYS TO BE DELIVERED WERE FULFILLED, BEHOLD, THERE  WERE 

TWINS IN HER WOMB.  (her days--wc + Qal impf Xlm to be  full--pref  l  + 

Qal inf const dly to bring forth or give birth, ie. 9 mos.--v + hinneh-- 

m.p.n ,XT twins, verb= to be twin or double--pref b + ]uB belly or womb)

VS 25  NOW THE FIRST CAME FORTH RED, ALL OVER LIKE A HAIRY GARMENT;  AND 

THEY NAMED HIM ESAU.  (d.a. + adj.m.s ]Owr first, whether in time,  rank 

or order--wc + Qal impf yatsa' went out--adj.m.s ynOmdX adh  moniy,  3X, 

used of David in ISam. 16:12, 17:42 and here=red headed and  the  normal 

coloration which is associated  with  redheads--all  of  him--pref  K  + 

f.s.n.const trDX wide or ample, a cloak or garment from its  size--m.s.n 

riw a hair, or a collect singular=hairs--wc + Qal  impf  qara'--name  of 

him--vwi esaw=hairy)

VS 26  AND AFTERWARD HIS BROTHER CAME FORTH WITH HIS HAND HOLDING ON  TO 

ESAU'S HEEL,  (v + after + ]k thus or so--his brother--Qal pf  yatsa'--v 

+ his hand--Qal act part zxX  to  take  hold  of  or  seize,  participle 

indicates that he was not letting go--pref b + m.s.n.const bqi from verb 

which means to come or be behind this word=the rear or backside, used of 

the heel--of Esau)  SO HIS NAME WAS CALLED JACOB; AND  ISAAC  WAS  SIXTY 

YEARS OLD WHEN SHE GAVE BIRTH TO THEM.  (name  of  him--wc  +  Qal  impf 

qara'--bqiy taking hold  or  the  heel,  supplanter=one  who  supersedes 

another, esp. by force, trickery or treachery.--Isaac--son of 60 years-- 

pref b + Qal inf const yaladh=when they were born)

SUMMARY VS 24-26

1.  vs 24-26 relate the information regarding  the  birth  of  Esau  and 

Jacob.

2.  Rebekah, as we know,  had  endured  a  rather  turbulent,  unsettled 

pregnancy.

3.  After the normal gestation period of 9mos. the boys were born.

4.  The first came forth, with a ruddy complexion and  covered  with  an 

inordinate amount of hair.

5.  They named him Esau, which means hairy, as Arabic parallels attest.

6.  Once Esau was fully delivered, head first, as is expected, the other 

son came forth from the womb.

7.  The unusual item was that as he came forth, he grabbed  his  brother 

by heel, and did not let go.

8.  The text does not state that he grabbed the heel  before  Esau  came 

out, since who would be able to recount this fact?

9.  It does say that after the birth of  Esau,  Jacob  reached  out  and 

grabbed his heel.

10.  Of course this is highly irregular, and he is named  in  accordance 

with this fact.

11.  It does seem that in the OT, children were not  named  in  advance, 

but were named upon birth.

12.  The name Jacob means supplanter or one who trips or  grabs  by  the 

heel.

13.  These verses do not lend any documentation to the notion  that  the 

boys possessed souls in the womb.

14.  We are now told that the intervening period between the marriage of 

Isaac and the birth of the boys was 20 years, Isaac being 60  years  old 

at the time of birth.

VS 27 AND THE BOYS GREW UP, ESAU BECAME A SKILLFUL HUNTER, A MAN OF  THE 

FIELD;  (d.a. + na'ar--wc + Qal impf ldG became great=got bigger=grew up 

--Esau--wc + Qal impf hayah--m.s.n wyX--Qal  act  part  idy  knowing  or 

understanding--m.s.n dyj from verb dVj  to  lie  in  wait  for,  to  lay 

snares, to trap or catch, to hunt, our noun=all that is involved in  the 

art of hunting--a man of the field=an outdoors man,  a  sportsman)   BUT 

JACOB  WAS  A   WELL   ROUNDED   MAN,   LIVING   IN   TENTS.    (v=but-- 

Jacob--m.s.n.const wyX + adj.m.s ,T 13X, tam is actually in  the  family 

of words which is often used of spiritual maturity,  it  normally  means 

perfect, upright, undefiled, none of which fit this context.  The  sense 

here is that Jacob was a well rounded individual, who did not pursue one 

particular avenue of expression as did Esau his  brother--Qal  act  part 

yashabh --tents, in is supplied)

VS 28  NOW ISAAC LOVED ESAU, BECAUSE  HE  HAD  A  TASTE  FOR  GAME;  BUT 

REBEKAH LOVED JACOB.  (Isaac--wc + Qal  impf  bhX  to  breathe  after=to 

love, in this context=was partial to--s.d.o + Esau--yK--dyj hunting,  or 

the fruit of hunting, the game which is taken--pref b + his mouth=he had 

a taste, but emphasizes the fact that Esau regularly supplied his father 

with that which he loved, venison, fish, etc--v + Rebekah--Qal act  part 

bhX part. emphasizes ongoing action--s.d.o + Jacob)

SUMMARY VS 27-28

1.  We have been told via the prophecy about the two  twins  that  there 

would be no equality between them.

2.  Neither would they share anything  in  common  save  their  physical 

relationship.

3.  As the boys grew older, it became increasingly  apparent  that  they 

were two complete opposites.

4.  Keep in mind that they were twins, and normally twins share a lot in 

common, even down to thought patterns.

5.  As they grew, Esau was attracted to the outdoors and  the  lifestyle 

of the sportsman.

6.  He developed his skills and became an avid hunter, spending much  of 

his time alone and away from the family.

7.  He was a loner, who would just as soon be out in the woods  pursuing 

game as doing anything else.

8.  As we noted, Isaac had a bit of a tendency to seek solitude  and  in 

this regard may have shared a similar characteristic with Esau.

9.  Isaac definitely was a man who liked wild game, and Esau appealed to 

him since he could provide him something which he desired.

10.  Jacob, on the other hand, was not a one dimensional character,  but 

pursued the normal lifestyle of the nomad, which Abraham and  Isaac  had 

pursued.

11.  He was a well rounded individual, who could do  many  things  well, 

including domestic chores.  see vs 29

12.  It is clearly stated that favoritism developed within  the  family, 

which is going to create an unhealthy atmosphere.

13.  The WOG states that Isaac was partial to Esau based on his physical 

exploits and what he could provide in terms of game.

14.  We are not told why Rebekah was partial to Jacob.

15.  In any case partiality is soon evident within  the  household,  and 

this is an unhealthy situation.

16.  Parents should in no way demonstrated  partiality  toward  children 

based on physical compatibility or overt pursuits.

17.  Children should be treated equally as much as possible,  and  given 

equal affection and discipline.

18.  You cannot discipline one child for something and  tolerate  it  in 

another.

19.  As a parent you should strive to be like God and not be a respecter 

of persons.

20.  Perhaps Jacob and Rebekah had spiritual ambitions and this  is  the 

reason she gravitated toward him.

21.  Some suggest that she had in mind the prophecy  and  gravitated  to 

Jacob for purely spiritual reasons.

22.  The pursuit of a quiet, domestic lifestyle would have certainly not 

bother a normal mother.

23.  Mothers tend to gravitate to sons who are  more  domestic,  whereas 

fathers tend to respect and admire a more wild, adventuresome type son.

24.  In certain cases, parents attempt to live their  lives  vicariously 

through their children.

25.  They are impressed when their child does something that  they  wish 

they could have done, or that they did when they were young.

26.  This is a great evil in our society, parents pursuing  satisfaction 

for themselves through the lives of their children.  this is how  I  see 

Isaac, Esau was all he wasn't, outgoing, fearless, etc., where Isaac was 

passive and somewhat reticent.

VS 29  AND WHEN JACOB HAD COOKED STEW, ESAU CAME IN FROM THE  FIELD  AND 

HE WAS FAMISHED.  (Jacob--wc + Hiphil impf dyz to boil or boil over,  in 

Hiphil to cause something to boil=to cook.  Most usages of the word  are 

not literal boiling, but mental boiling  or  seething,  used  10X--m.s.n 

dyzn actually a Niphal part., something boiled or cooked, stew--Esau--wc 

+ Qal impf XOB--from the field--v + pers pron--adj.m.s [yi  languishing, 

used of one who is weary, from a journey, or labor, or  whatever  cause, 

faint, used of both hunger and thirst which may come from such things)

VS 30  AND ESAU SAID TO JACOB, "PLEASE LET ME  SWALLOW  THAT  RED  STUFF 

THERE, FOR I AM FAMISHED."  (esau--wc + Qal impf 'amar--to Jacob--Hiphil 

Imperv uil 1X, to eat or gulp down greedily, to devour--part Xn--prep ]m 

+ d.a. + adj.m.s ,dX that which is red or ruddy--the red, the this--yk-- 

adj.m.s [yi see above--pers. pron)  THERE  HIS  NAME  WAS  CALLED  EDOM.  

(]k=li  upon  this=therefore--his  name--Qal  pf  Xrq--,OdX  Edom,   his 

descendants will be called Edomites, occupied the territory  s.  of  the 

Zered, toward the Gulf  of  Aqaba,  a  rough  mountainous  region,  with 

several good areas which were  cultivated,   Valuable  copper  and  iron 

mines were located in the Arabah.  Bounded by Moab on the north.)

VS 31BUT JACOB SAID, "FIRST SELL ME YOUR BIRTHRIGHT."  (pref k +  ,Oy  + 

d.a. according to the day, comes to mean at  once,  for  first  of  all, 

today--Qal imperv. + emphatic ending rkm to sell something--to me--s.d.o 

+ f.s.n hrOkB rights of the first-born, right  of  primogeniture,  first 

place in the family, right of priesthood, next in  Messianic  line,  may 

have even included the double portion, although I don't think that Jacob 

seems to be concerned with money, but is clearly pursuing the  spiritual 

facets of the firstborn)

VS 32  AND ESAU SAID, "BEHOLD, I AM  ABOUT  TO  DIE;  SO  WHAT  IS  THIS 

BIRTHRIGHT TO ME?"  (Esau said--hinneh--pers. pron + Qal  act  part  flh 

walking or going--pref l + Qal inf const tVm to die--hMl for what or why 

--demons hz--f.s.n b khorah--to me)

VS 33  AND JACOB SAID, "FIRST SWEAR TO ME"; SO HE SWORE TO HIM, AND SOLD 

HIS BIRTHRIGHT TO JACOB.  (and Jacob said--pref k + d.a.  +  yom=first-- 

Niphal imperv ibw be sworn, or possibly reflexive, swear for  yourself-- 

to me--and he was sworn to him--wc + Qal impf  makar  he  sold--s.d.o  + 

bekhorah + 3ms--to Jacob)

VS 34  THEN JACOB GAVE ESAU BREAD AND LENTIL STEW; AND HE ATE AND DRANK, 

AND ROSE AND WENT ON HIS WAY.  (v + Jacob--Qal pf nathan, Jacob  himself 

gave--to Esau--lechem=bread--and  dyzn stew--f.p.n wdi 4X, similar to or 

some sort of bean, typically used by the poor--wc + Qal impf  lkX--wc  + 

Qal impf htw--wc + Qal impf ,Vq--wc + Qal impf flh)   SO  ESAU  DESPISED 

HIS BIRTHRIGHT.  (Esau--wc + Qal impf hzB to make light of  or  despise, 

lit. to trample under foot, to treat or view with contempt,  to  disdain 

--s.d.o + his birthright)

SUMMARY VS 29-34

1.  vss 29-34 contain an incident which occurred at some  point  in  the 

lives of the two boys.

2.  The incident may have appeared to be trivial or  inconsequential  at 

the time, but was fraught with tremendous ramifications.

3.  Jacob is around the tent doing his normal thing and has  prepared  a 

meal.

4.  Esau has been out in the field doing his normal thing, hunting, etc. 

and returns very hungry.

5.  With a ravenous appetite, Esau could not restrain himself,  and  can 

think of nothing but getting food into his stomach.

6.  He does not use the normal word for eat, but a word which  means  to 

gulp or swallow down uncontrollably.

7.  He is in such a hurry to eat, he does not even name  the  food,  but 

just says give me some of that red stuff.

8.  Moses inserts a note here that he came to be known as Edom, based on 

this incident.

9.  We already know that he was a red  head,  so  this  name  is  doubly 

accurate for him.

10.  We know that Rebekah and Isaac knew the prophecy about the two boys 

and their respective futures.

11.  What we do not know is whether or not they related these  facts  to 

the boys.

12.  If Jacob knew the prophecy, which would  seem  likely  due  to  his 

closeness with his mother, all that he does here is unnecessary.

13.  The problem with Jacob, which we will observe over and over is that 

he thought that he had to help God fulfill His promises.

14.  This is exactly what we see in this incident.

15.  He is desirous of the birthright, which indicates his understanding 

of the importance of the spiritual promises made to Abraham.

16.  His desire is an evidence of his faith in  doctrine  and  the  fact 

that he believed the promises.

17.  How he goes about achieving a bonefide goal is another matter.

18.  He offers to give food to Esau, for the trade of the birthright.

19.  Esau, on the other hand, evidences his mentality by the priority of 

the physical and the subordination of the spiritual.

20.  For Esau the  important  things  in  life  were  hunting,  fishing, 

eating, drinking and fornication.

21.  He is a perfect example of the negative unbeliever who can only see 

the here and now, with no perception of that which is truly valuable.

22.  He believes that man can live by bread alone.

23.  While Jacob had distinct spiritual aspirations, Esau had none.

24.  The statement about impending death does not mean that Esau thought 

he was on the verge of death.

25.  It does indicate that he knew that his profession was dangerous and 

that he could be killed at any time.

26.  His final statement in vs 32 displays his  true  MA  in  regard  to 

spiritual things.

27.  He had no desire for or appreciation  of  any  spiritual  advantage 

which the birthright brought him.

28.  He disdains that which is spiritual and not tangible, and seems  to 

espouse the idea that death is final, indicating a  lack  of  belief  in 

resurrection and SG3.

29.  For that type of person  the  WOG  and  spiritual  issues  have  no 

meaning, their mentality is eat, drink and be  merry,  for  tomorrow  we 

die.

30.  Jacob wants to insure that a hasty promise is not soon regretted or 

forgotten, so he commands Esau to swear an oath.

31.  Even the very serious thought of making an  oath  does  not  bother 

Esau, he just wants his food.

32.  He voluntarily swears away the birthright to his twin, Jacob.

33.  Jacob fulfills his obligation and gives Esau a meal  of  bread  and 

the stew which he had been cooking.

34.  The casual way in which Esau eats and drinks, rises  and  moves  on 

indicates that nothing of any consequence had occurred.

35.  Jacob has attempted to purchase that which was already  truly  his, 

and Esau has sold what he never had.

36.  The final comment in vs 34 gives the true MA of Esau in  regard  to 

the birthright.

37.  Heb. 12:16-17 give further information as to the character of Esau:

    a.  He was an immoral person concerned with temporary gratification.  

        Gen. 26:34-35, 28:6-9

    b.  He rejected his parents authority in regard to women and pursued 

        those he desired.

    c.  He was a profane person keyed in to the temporal cosmic view and 

        not concerned or interested in spiritual matters.

    d.  All that was truly important, he swapped for a single meal.

38.  This explains why God had chosen Jacob and not Esau, based  on  his 

foreknowledge of the type of person Esau was.

39.  Jacob is not condemned by  the  WOG  for  this  activity,  Esau  is 

severely criticized by the WOG.

40.  While Esau will later complain of Jacob's attempt to supplant  him, 

it must be noted that he gave away his birthright, Jacob did  not  steal 

it.

