GENESIS CHAPTER 26

OUTLINE 

I.  Famine and reiteration of Abrahamic covenant.  vs 1-5

II.  Isaac in Gerar.  vs 6-16

III.  Isaac and the wells. vs 17-25

IV.  Conference with Abimelech.  vs 26-33

V.  Esau.  vs 34-35

VS 1  NOW THERE WAS A FAMINE IN THE LAND, BESIDES  THE  PREVIOUS  FAMINE 

THAT HAD OCCURRED IN THE DAYS OF ABRAHAM.  (wc + Qal impf hyh--ms.sn bir 

hunger, famine, scarcity, economic depression, used in 12:10 of  Abe--in 

the land--m.s.n dB + pref l + pref m=apart from or  besides--the  famine 

the first--which became in days of Abraham)  SO ISAAC WENT TO GERAR,  TO 

ABIMELECH KING OF THE PHILISTINES.  (Isaac--wc  +  Qal  impf  halakh--to 

Abimelech--king of the Philistines--to Gerar)

VS 2  AND THE LORD APPEARED TO HIM AND SAID, "STOP GOING DOWN TO  EGYPT;  

(YHWH--wc + Niph impf hXr--to him--wc + Qal impf  'amar--neg  lX  +  Qal 

impf  dry  stop  going  down,  indicating  an  action   either   already 

contemplated or already in progress--to Egypt)  STAY IN THE LAND WHICH I 

WILL TELL YOU."  (Qal imperv ]kw to let  oneself  down,  to  pitch  ones 

tent, to make oneself at home--in the land which I will say to you)

VS 3  "SOJOURN IN THAT LAND AND I WILL BE WITH YOU AND BLESS YOU,   (Qal 

imperv. rVG to sojourn or live as an alien--in the land the  this,  this 

land in context refers not to the land Isaac was in, a part of Philistia 

but to the land which God would tell him, Canaan proper--v  +  Qal  impf 

hyh--prep ,i + 2ms suff--wc + Piel impf frb)  FOR TO  YOU  AND  TO  YOUR 

DESCENDANTS I WILL GIVE ALL THESE LANDS,  (conj yK--pref l + 2ms--and to 

your seed--Qal impf ]tn--s.d.o + all the lands, the these)  NOW  I  HAVE 

CONFIRMED THE OATH WHICH I SWORE TO ABRAHAM YOUR FATHER.  (v +  Hiph  pf 

,Vq here interestingly spoken of in the past or completed action  sense, 

there is no question in God's mind that Isaac is the  recipient  of  the 

promises, Qum=to rise, in Hiphil to cause  to  arise,  to  establish  or 

confirm--s.d.o + d.a. + hibw an oath--rel pron--Niphal  pf  ibw--to  Abe 

your father.

VS 4  AND I WILL MULTIPLY YOUR DESCENDANTS AS THE STARS OF THE  HEAVENS,  

(wc + Hiphil pf hbr to cause to be numerous--s.d.o +your seed--pref k  + 

stars of the heavens)  AND I WILL GIVE TO  YOUR  DESCENDANTS  ALL  THESE 

LANDS;  (wc + Qal pf nathan--to your  sed--s.d.o  +all  the  lands,  the 

these)  AND THROUGH YOUR SEED ALL THE NATIONS OF THE  EARTH  WILL  BLESS 

THEMSELVES  (pref b + your seed--all nations of the earth--wc + Hithpael 

pf frB will bless themselves)

VS 5  BECAUSE ABRAHAM OBEYED ME AND KEPT MY CHARGE,  (adv bqi the end or 

conclusion of something--rel pron, this same  construction  is  used  in 

Gen. 22:18=as a result of the fact or since or because--Abraham--Qal  pf 

imw to listen to, to obey when followed by b--pref b +  my  voice--wc  + 

Qal impf rmw to keep or guard--f.s.n trmwm masc.  mishmar=  a  guard  or 

watchman, fem. = that which is guarded or  observed,  Gesenius  suggests 

that this construction=to keep on any one's side,  to  remain  loyal  to 

their party, hence their doctrines and tenets.  This word refers to  all 

that had been entrusted to Abraham in terms of doctrine, and is  spelled 

out by the three terms which follow)  MY COMMANDMENTS, MY  STATUTES  AND 

MY LAWS."  (f.p.n hvjm commandments, emphasizes the fact  that  God  has 

authority in the realm of this world to spell out what is acceptable and 

what is unacceptable--f.p.n hQx statute or ordinance, something which is 

laid down as fixed or definite, refers to the laws of Divine  establish- 

ment which Abraham observed, also covers the ritual laws which are  laid 

down by God, like circumcision,  sacrifice/offerings,  etc.--v  +  f.p.n 

hrOT law, instruction, doctrine.  A rule  of  conduct,  MO  and  MV,  an 

accepted way of doing things in a particular community or  tribe,  rules 

of conduct.)

SUMMARY VS 1-5

1.  The chronology to this point has been fairly well  established,  but 

beginning with Isaac, dates are fewer and further between.

2.  We do know that the twins were born when Isaac was 60 in 1790BC, and 

that the Exodus from Egypt was in 1445BC, so all the events of Gen.  26- 

Exodus 12 have to be fitted into this period.

3.  As best I can tell this event occurred after the  death  of  Abraham 

and assuming that the twins were at least 20 at the sale of  the  birth- 

right, places us 1770BC or later.

4.  Difficult economic conditions hit the land  of  Canaan  once  again, 

similar to, but not the exact conditions which occurred in the  days  of 

Abraham.

5.  The days of Abraham further indicates  that  Abraham  is  no  longer 

alive, but was alive during the previous famine.

6.  Famines and difficult econmic conditions are often a result  of  the 

negative volition of a nation and rejection of the POG.

7.  God intervenes in judgment, as He does here in Canaan, in  order  to 

focus men on the realities of Himself and His plan.

8.  The fact that people ignore these warnings  and  attribute  them  to 

everything and everyone but  God  demonstrates  their  foolishness,  and 

destines them for further discipline and wrath.

9.  The events in our country are clearly demonstrating that God is  not 

for America, due to rejection of doctrine.

10.  Things will continue to worsen and intensify until the rapture, but 

we will go into the trib. in good shape.

11.  The first famine alluded to in our passage occurred in  1875BC,  so 

this one is more than one hundred years later.

12.  Abraham responded to the  difficult  conditions  by  forsaking  the 

geographical will of God and running down to Egypt.

13.  This is how many respond to difficulties in their niche even today, 

as they move around the country seeking financial  blessing  instead  of 

BD.

14.  The believer has to be constantly reminded that  the  will  of  God 

geographically is of paramount importance.

15.  When you face the job test or famine  test  of  difficult  economic 

conditions, the answer is not to violate MPR  and  pursue  a  job  in  a 

different area.

16.  Pursue doctrine and allow God to take care of you.

17.  Isaac, like his father before him, had decided to go to Egypt.

18.  God stops him and flatly commands him to stay in the land.

19.  Like his father in Gen. 20 he relocates to the land of the  Philis- 

tines, just outside of Canaan proper.

20.  As we will see, like his father, problems arise in that region.

21.  Do not ever conclude that God wanted the patriarchs out of the land 

of Canaan, since He never commanded them to leave.

22.  On the contrary, He repeatedly told them to get  in  the  land  and 

stay there.

23.  On every occasion that they  violated  His  geographic  will,  they 

endured problems and misery.  Gen. 12,20,26,29ff cf 24:6,8

24.  While there was a covenant between Abraham and the Philistines, God 

never tells Isaac to go to them.

25.  The covenant between Abe and the Philistines was made  some  80  or 

more years earlier, but Isaac was probably aware of it.

26.  The Philistines at that time were establishment believers, but were 

not positive to BD.

27.  Just as in our day it is not the will of God to establish relation- 

ships with these types of people.

28.  Neither is it God's plan for His people to run to  these  types  of 

people in times of trouble, but to rely on Him.

28.  Abimelech was a Philistine title for the king or ruler, and  not  a 

proper name.

29.  The Abimelech here is not the same one who made the agreement  with 

Abraham, since:

     a.  80 years or more have elapsed.

     b.  He mistreats Isaac without cause.  vs 16

     c.  He wants to make an agreement, indicating that he was not aware 

         that one existed.  vs 26ff

30.  Like the earlier ruler, this man appears  to  be  an  establishment 

believer.  vs 10,28

31.  While Isaac was still in Canaan, before he went to Gerar, God spoke 

to him and reiterated the contents of the covenant with Abraham.

32.  The command was to stay in Canaan, and God  promises  personal  and 

intimate relationship with Isaac, as well as temporal prosperity.

33.  He is told that the land belongs to  him  and  his  descendants  by 

Divine design.

34.  This matter is settled for God and is not up for  debate,  revision 

or reversal.

35.  The promise of innumerable descendants is given,  focusing  on  the 

more distant descendants, likened to stars.

36.  The term seed has to be evaluated each time it is used in order  to 

determine which specific person, group, or people is in view.

37.  The seed likened  to  the  stars  of  the  heavens  refers  to  the 

spiritual descendants through faith in Christ, esp. CA believers.

38.  The next seed which is promised the real estate of Canaan refers to 

the physical descendants of Isaac, the Jews.

39.  Both believing and unbelieving Jews have possessed  the  land,  and 

the same will be true in the Millenium.

40.  You did not have to be a believing  Jew  to  fall  under  the  real 

estate clause of this covenant.

41.  The final seed can be none other than the Messiah, the greater  son 

of Isaac, who will be the source of blessing for the entire world.

42.  People from every nation will bless themselves  by  establishing  a 

relationship with the Son of God.

43.  The concept of  blessing  themselves  refers  to  their  volitional 

choice to believe in Christ.

44.  Isaac is told that all this will come to him through no activity on 

his part, but due to the application of Abraham in time.

45.  Like believers in Christ all the work was done  for  us,  we  bring 

nothing to the plan of God, but simply prosper through grace.

46.  Abraham's SG3 package will become the source of blessing for  Isaac 

and those who follow him.

47.  In order to come under maximum blessing, one must believe in Christ 

and pursue doctrine, emulating our father Abraham.

48.  The first thing said of Abraham was  that  he  kept  God's  charge, 

which encompasses all the precepts of doctrine which were  incumbent  on 

him.

49.  He was completely loyal to God and His plan, in spite of his lapses 

and failures.

50.  This is the nature of true positive volition,  the  commitment  and 

devotion to God's agenda, failures notwithstanding.

51.  The three terms which follow each stress some aspect of the plan of 

God, with which Abraham complied.

     a.  Commandments stress the specific things which Abraham was told, 

         like leave Ur, and separate from your family.

     b.  Statutes stress that which is fixed or definite and refers both 

          to the LDE as well as the established rituals.

     c.  Laws govern overt behavior and delineate that which  is  accep- 

         table with God, how one goes about life, MO.

52.  Abraham was loyal to God, subject to His authority, fulfilling  all 

the ritual requirements, and conducted himself as God desired.

VS 6  SO ISAAC LIVED IN GERAR.  (wc + Qal impf bwy)

VS 7  WHEN THE MEN OF THE PLACE ASKED ABOUT HIS WIFE, HE SAID,  "SHE  IS 

MY SISTER."  (men of the place--wc + Qal impf lXw--pref l  +  his  wife= 

toward or concerning--wc + Qal impf 'amar--my sister, she)   BECAUSE  HE 

WAS AFRAID TO SAY, "MY WIFE",  THINKING "LEST THE MEN OF THE PLACE  KILL 

ME ON ACCOUNT OF REBEKAH, SINCE SHE IS BEAUTIFUL."  (conj.  kiy--Qal  pf 

Xry--pref l + Qal inf const 'amar--my wife--conj. ]P lest,  used  of  an 

action which one fears and wishes removed--men of the  place=Philistines 

--Qal impf 3mp + 1cs suff, indicates that Isaac has thought this out and 

this is what he thought grh to kill or  murder--prep  li  on,  upon,  on 

account of--Rebekah--conj kiy--adj. bOu + m.s.n hXrm lit. what is  seen, 

appearance, form, aspect, sight--pers. pron.

SUMMARY VS 6-7

1.  Some have assumed wrongly that this is simply the incident  of  Gen. 

20 repeated by Moses.

2.  While the failure is similar, there are many differences, including:

     a.  at least an 80 year time difference.

     b.  no famine in Abraham's journey to Gerar.

     c.  different principals, Abe/Sarah---Isaac/Rebekah

     d.  Sarah was taken into the harem, Rebekah was not.

     e.  Divine intervention in Sarah's case, here human observation.

     f.  Abraham was given gifts, Isaac was not.

3.  Isaac, like his father, relocated just outside of Canaan proper, and 

the troubles begin.

4.  While the Philistines seem to be  establishment  believers  at  this 

time, and are certainly superior to Egyptians, Isaac is not supposed  to 

be there.

5.  Isaac was already struggling with fear in regard  to  the  difficult 

conditions in Canaan, which explains why he moved in the first place.

6.  Once the believer gives in to fear, he is neutralized, and  has  his 

focus on events and his ability to deal with them as opposed to God  and 

His ability.

7.  Fear is both a lack of faith rest  and  an  affront  to  the  Divine 

attributes of love and omnipotence.

8.  Such are the attacks of Satan, he seeks to get us  to  question  the 

attributes and character of God.

9.  During times of stress and pressure, as we all  face,  the  believer 

must concentrate and bring the principles of doctrine  to  bear  on  the 

test he faces.

10.  This certainly includes consideration of the Divine Essence.

11.  Already fearing for his safety,  he  moves  to  Gerar  and  settles 

there.

12.  The men of the region note what any man would note  about  Rebekah, 

her physical beauty and pulchritude.

13.  Like Sarah, she was quite a beautiful woman.

14.  Upon being questioned about her, Isaac lies and  further  fails  to 

rely on God.

15.  Again, if he were not  here,  he  would  not  be  exposed  to  this 

particular test.

16.  He deliberately lies in order to mislead them and conceal the truth 

of his marriage to Rebekah.

17.  Unlike Abraham, who told a half-truth, Isaac tells a complete lie.

18.  Both are equally wrong, since they have as their end, an attempt to 

mislead and deceive.

19.  Lying is a sin which believers are exhorted not to engage in.  Eph. 

4:25; Col. 3:9

20.  He fears for his life, since it was not uncommon in that day for  a 

man to be murdered and his wife taken by another man.

21.  This tendancy to fear in certain situations was an STA trend  which 

both Abraham and Isaac possessed.

22.  Both succumbed to it, but eventually got on top of it and overruled 

the STA.

VS 8  AND IT CAME ABOUT, WHEN HE HAD BEEN THERE A LONG TIME,  (wc +  Qal 

impf hyh--conj kiy=when--lit. the days there were  long  to  him=he  had 

been there quite a while)  THAT ABIMELECH KING OF THE PHILISTINES LOOKED 

OUT THROUGH A WINDOW AND SAW AND BEHOLD, ISAAC WAS  CARESSING  HIS  WIFE 

REBEKAH.  (Abimelech, a title for the leader of the Philistines,  not  a 

proper name--king of the Philistines--wc + Hiphil impf [qw to  lay  upon 

or overlay something, in Hiphil to look  out  or  look  forth--prep  diB 

nearness, behind, after, round about, between things--d.a. + m.s.n  ]OLx 

a window, the verb means to perforate or pierce through--wc +  Qal  impf 

hXr--v + hinneh--Isaac--Piel part. qxj to laugh, to play  the  fool,  to 

make someone laugh, here obviously has  a  sexual  connotation--s.d.o  + 

Rebekah, his wife)

VS 9  SO ABIMELECH CALLED ISAAC AND SAID,  stfwd  "BEHOLD CERTAINLY  SHE 

IS YOUR WIFE! HOW THEN DID YOU SAY, 'SHE IS MY SISTER'?"   (particle  fX 

affirmative particle, surely, certainly,  no  doubt--hinneh--your  wife, 

she--adv. of interrogation=how--Qal pf 'amar--my sister, she)  AND ISAAC 

SAID TO HIM, "BECAUSE IS SAID TO MYSELF 'LEST I DIE ON ACCOUNT OF HER.'"  

Isaac said to him--conj kiy--Qal pf 'amar I said, i.e.  I  thought--conj 

]P=lest--Qal impf tVm I will die--prep li over or on account of her)

VS 10  AND ABIMELECH SAID, "WHAT IS THIS YOU HAVE  DONE  TO  US?"   (Abi 

said--interr hm=what--demons adj f.s. tXz--Qal pf 'asah--to us)  ONE  OF 

THE PEOPLE MIGHT EASILY HAVE LAIN WITH YOUR WIFE,  AND  YOU  WOULD  HAVE 

BROUGHT GUILT UPON US."  (One of the people--pref k + subst uim  nearly, 

almost, shortly, in a little--Qal pf bkw to lie  down,  here  for  sex-- 

with your wife--wc + Hiphil pf XOB will or would cause to come--prep  li 

+ 1cp suff--m.s.n ,wX fault, guilt,  or  blame,  an  act  by  which  one 

contracts guilt)

VS 11  SO ABIMELECH CHARGED ALL THE PEOPLE, SAYING, "HE WHO TOUCHES THIS 

MAN OR HIS WIFE SHALL SURELY BE PUT TO DEATH."  (Abim--wc  +  Piel  impf 

hvj commanded--s.d.o + all the people--saying--d.a. + Qal act  part  ign 

to reach or touch, here=in any untoward manner, whether sexual or in any 

threatening way--followed by B--this man or  his  wife--Qal  inf  abs  + 

Hophal impf tVm dying he will be caused to die=he will surely be killed)

SUMMARY VS 8-11

1.  Isaac and Rebekah have spent no  small  amount  of  time  in  Gerar, 

perpetrating their lie.

2.  Every day the pressure on Isaac would have been the  same,  worrying 

about whether or not he might die.

3.  Some people put themselves under a particular test, and rather  than 

deal with it, they keep themselves under the  same  pressure  day  after 

day.

4.  Isaac is under self induced misery, lying to save his own skin.

5.  This manifests a lack of faith in God, by resorting to this  lie  to 

supposedly ensure his safety.

6.  When you are under a particular test day in and day out,  you  ought 

to consider the fact that you may be the source of your own problem.

7.  There may be some issue  of  doctrine  you  have  been  avoiding  or 

failing to apply which causes you to be under constant pressure.

8.  The pressure for you, like Isaac, will not go away until  the  issue 

is dealt with.

9.  After an extended period, Isaac's sex drive gets the best of him and 

he meets Rebekah for some intimate recreation.

10.  He supposes that he is safely out of eyesight and  begins  foreplay 

with his wife.

11.  He is spotted by the ruler of the Philistines, who  may  have  been 

suspicious before this.

12.  He observes them through a window  doing  that  which  brother  and 

sister obviously do not do.

13.  He formally summons Isaac to him, and interrogates him.

14.  He asks Isaac what he was thinking that could have made him do such 

a dangerous and stupid thing.

15.  Isaac replies that he was in fear of being  killed,  since  Rebekah 

was such an attractive woman.

16.  This is the answer of a wimp who basically says that I would rather 

endanger my wife than myself.

17.  Abimelech delivers  a  well  deserved  rebuke,  pointing  out  that 

someone may have attempted to have sex with his wife, and that  was  not 

acceptable behavior in their kingdom.

18.  The Philistines still appear to be establishment and recognize that 

sex with a married woman is not acceptable behavior.

19.  After dealing with Isaac, the king gives a command  to  the  entire 

kingdom, stating that no one is to bother Isaac or Rebekah in any way.

20.  As the absolute ruler in the kingdom, the king  has  the  right  to 

make and enforce laws.

21.  The purpose of laws  should  be  to  protect  person,  privacy  and 

property of individuals in that kingdom.

22.  He states in no uncertain terms that anyone who  attempts  to  harm 

Isaac or his wife in any way will die without fail.

VS 12  NOW ISAAC SOWED IN THAT LAND, AND  REAPED  IN  THE  SAME  YEAR  A 

HUNDREDFOLD.  (Isaac--wc + Qal impf irz to plant seed, to  sow--in  that 

land--wc + Qal impf Xjm to come to,  attain  to,  arrive  at,  hence  to 

obtain or acquire--in the year the that--f.s.n hXm a hundred--m.p.n  riw 

a measure=one hundred fold)  AND THE LORD BLESSED HIM.  (YHWH--wc + Piel 

impf frB 

VS 13  AND THE MAN BECAME RICH, AND CONTINUED TO GROW  RICHER  UNTIL  HE 

BECAME VERY WEALTHY.  (the man--wc + Qal impf ldG was  great--wc  +  Qal 

impf + Qal inf abs. flh he kept going, going=he kept on continually--v + 

adj. ldG  growing or becoming greater--prep di + conj  yK=until--Qal  pf 

ldG he became great--me'odh)

VS 14  FOR HE HAD POSSESSIONS OF FLOCKS AND HERDS AND A GREAT HOUSEHOLD, 

SO THAT THE PHILISTINES ENVIED HIM.  (wc + Qal impf hayah it  became--to 

him--a possession of flocks, and a possession of herds--v +  f.s.n  hDbi 

a household, includes many servants--adj. rabh=much or many--Philistines 

--wc + Piel impf Xnq to become red, to be jealous or envious of  someone 

--s.d.o + 3ms)

VS 15  NOW ALL THE WELLS WHICH HIS FATHER'S SERVANTS HAD DUG IN THE DAYS 

OF ABRAHAM HIS FATHER,  (v + all the wells--rel pron--Qal pf rpx to dig, 

esp. a well or pit--servants of his  father--in  days  of  Abraham,  his 

father)   THE  PHILISTINES  STOPPED  UP  BY  FILLING  THEM  WITH   DIRT.  

(Philistines--Piel pf ,tc to stop up or obstruct, in Piel to  completely 

or utterly clog them--wc + Pile impf XlM to make full or fill  up,  Piel 

is intensive, completely filled them up--m.s.n rpi dust or dirt.

VS 16  THEN ABIMELECH SAID TO ISAAC, "GO AWAY FROM US, FOR YOU  ARE  TOO 

POWERFUL FOR US."  (Abim said to Isaac--Qal imperv halakh--pref m + prep 

,i with + 1cp--conj kiy--Qal pf ,ji to be  strong  or  powerful,  to  be 

numerous or mighty--from us=comparative--adv dXm exceedingly)

SUMMARY VS 12-16

1.  Isaac appears to take some initiative here and begins a new pursuit, 

that of agriculture.

2.  There has been no mention to this point that this was something that 

Abraham engaged in at all.

3.  Isaac found an appropriate area  and  planted  some  crops  and  was 

blessed with a phenomenal return.

4.  The yield in that very fertile region was generally not greater than 

25 to 50%.

5.  This return is specifically attributed to the blessing of the Lord.

6.  Isaac, like his father Abraham did  not  apply  perfectly  in  every 

situation.

7.  In spite of the fact that he is less than perfect God still  blesses 

Isaac to a great degree.

8.  Financial prosperity marked the lives of both Abraham and Isaac.

9.  Isaac had inherited a great deal from his father,  and  now  coupled 

with this increase in wealth he was phenomenally wealthy.

10.  His wealth was that of the typical nomad,  things  which  could  be 

moved, not settled possessions such as homes, land, etc.

11.  Every encounter with the Philistines has been marked  by  problems, 

since that region was not exactly where Isaac was supposed to be.

12.  Once again, the Philistines, among whom he  resides,  will  be  the 

source of problems.

13.  One would think that the Isaac would recognize this and avoid these 

people, knowing the history of his father.

14.  Some question  arises  as  to  exactly  when  the  Philistines  had 

tampered with the wells which Abraham had dug.

15.  These people are motivated by STA jealousy, and  resent  those  who 

may have prospered more than they have.

16.  It is obviously God's plan to bless some  believers  with  economic 

wealth and prosperity.

17.  It is not God's plan for all believers to be rich, and many of  the 

greatest believers in the WOG were very poor.

18.  There is nothing wrong  with  wealth,  and  the  adjusted  believer 

should be grace oriented and not envious of those who may  possess  more 

than they do.

19.  Those who do possess an abundance of  goods  or  wealth  are  under 

specific commands as to how to handle their wealth:

     a.  They are not to avoid association with  those  less  fortunate,  

          acting in an arrogant or conceited manner.  Rom. 12:16;  ITim. 

          6:17

     b.  They are not to place their trust in their money.  ITim. 6:17

     c.  They are to recognize the grace of God as their source.  v17

     d.  They are to be busily engaged in DG production.  vs 18

     e.  They are to be stingy with their prosperity, but generous  with 

          others.  vs 18

     f.  They  should  be  alert  for  opportunities  to  convert  their 

          temporal wealth to SG3  vs 18-19

20.  The believer who may not enjoy as much  prosperity  should  not  be 

arrogant toward those who do, treating them as if they are inferior.

21.  Believers should learn to live and let live, and recognize that God 

has His own plan for each of us and it is not up to us to  judge  others 

prosperity or lack thereof.

22.  The pursuit of prosperity is a perilous path,  and  the  WOG  warns 

those who attempt to pursue money and wealth.  ITim. 6:9-11a

23.  You cannot effectively pursue money and BD.  Matt. 6:24,33

24.  The mention of the wells at this point seems to indicate  that  the 

Philistines had damaged the wells and continued to do so.

25.  This is the concept of undeserved suffering, which the believer  is 

to absorb and move on.

26.  He is not to resort to similar STA activity and attempt  to  avenge 

himself, but leave them to God.  Rom. 12:17ff; IPet. 2:18-23

27.  Isaac is now more wealthy and perhaps more powerful than Abimelech, 

although he is no threat to the Philistines.

28.  The king commands Isaac to depart  from  their  region,  after  his 

people had mistreated Isaac, and damaged  that  which  belonged  to  his 

family.

29.  No doubt the king expected Isaac to eventually  retaliate  for  the 

injustices which had been and possibly were still being done to him.

30.  Typical of the cosmos to assume that the adjusted believer will  do 

to them what they know they would do under similar circumstances.

31.  What began as envy and jealousy, seems to have escalated  to  mali- 

cious behavior, now prompts fear in the king and his followers.

VS 17  SO ISAAC DEPARTED FROM THERE AND CAMPED IN THE VALLEY  OF  GERAR, 

AND SETTLED THERE.  (Isaac--wc + Qal impf halakh--pref m + adv ,w--wc  + 

Qal impf hnx to bow down, to incline, to pitch a tent, to set up a  camp 

--pref b + m.s.n const. lxn a valley with a  river  or  ,  a  low  place 

watered by a stream--Gerar, not actually in Philistia, but SE  of  there 

in the land of Canaan, it appears that  the  Philistines  still  claimed 

some of this territory--wc + Qal impf bwy--adv. sham)

VS 18  THEN ISAAC RETURNED AND DUG THE WELLS OF WATER WHICH THEY HAD DUG 

IN THE DAYS OF ABRAHAM HIS FATHER,  (Isaac--wc + Qal impf  bVw  returned 

to Canaan proper, just outside the Philistine territory--wc +  Qal  impf 

rpx to dig like a well or pit--s.d.o + wells of waters--rel pron--Qal pf 

3cp chaphar=they had dug--in days  of  Abraham,  his  father)   FOR  THE 

PHILISTINES  HAD  STOPPED  THEM  UP  AFTER   THE   DEATH   OF   ABRAHAM;  

(Philistines--wc P Piel impf ,tc to stop up or  obstruct,  see  vs  15-- 

after death of Abraham)  AND HE GAVE  THEM  THE  SAME  NAMES  WHICH  HIS 

FATHER HAD GIVEN THEM.  (wc + Qal impf qara'=and he called--pref l + 3fp 

--names--pref k + d.a. + m.p.n ,w according to the names--rel pron-- his 

father--Qal pf qara'--to or for them)

VS 19  BUT WHEN ISAAC'S SERVANTS DUG IN THE VALLEY  AND  FOUND  THERE  A 

WELL OF FLOWING WATER,  (servants of Isaac--wc + Qal  impf  rpx  dug--in 

the valley--wc  +  Qal  impf  Xjm--adv  sham--rXB  +  waters  +  adj.m.p 

yx=living waters, water which  gushes  or  moves  along  as  opposed  to 

stagnant pools)

VS 20  THE HERDSMEN OF GERAR QUARRELED WITH THE HERDSMEN OF ISAAC,  (Qal 

act part hir= shepherds of Gerar--wc + Qal impf byr to contend or strive 

to argue, can encompass physical strife or combat, also can have a legal 

significance, here =verbal combat--prep  ,i  with--shepherds  of  Isaac)  

SAYING, "THE WATER IS OURS!"  (pref l + Qal inf const 'amar--to  us  the 

waters)  SO HE NAMED THE WELL ESEK, BECAUSE  THEY  CONTENDED  WITH  HIM.  

(wc + Qal impf qara'--name of the well--qwi strife or argument--conj  yk 

--Hithpail pf qwi 1X, as with 'eseq above, to strive or argue--with him.

VS 21  THEN THEY DUG ANOTHER WELL, AND THEY QUARRELED OVER IT TOO, SO HE 

NAMED IT SITNAH.  (wc + Qal  impf  rpx--a  well--adj.f.s  rcX  following 

another, often used of the second following a first, another--wc  +  Qal 

impf byr to argue--adv ,G also--prep li on upon or over--wc +  Qal  impf 

qara'--name of it--hnuw the verb=one who lies  in  wait,  an  adversary, 

indicating hostility)

VS 22  AND HE MOVED WAY FROM THERE AND DUG ANOTHER WELL,  AND  THEY  DID 

NOT QUARREL OVER IT;  (wc + Hiphil impf qti in Qal to move  on  or  move 

along, in Hiphil to cause to be moved, Isaac takes  the  initiative  and 

relocates away from the problems--from there and dug another  well--v  + 

neg lo'+ Qal pf byr--prep li + 3fs)  SO HE NAMED  IT  REHOBOTH,  FOR  HE 

SAID, "AT LAST THE LORD HAS MADE ROOM FOR US, AND WE SHALL  BE  FRUITFUL 

IN THE LAND."  (wc + Qal impf qara;--name of it  tObxr  the  word  means 

wide or broad spaces, used of streets, open  places,  wide  places--conj 

kiy+ adv 'atah=now--YHWH--Hiphil pf bxr  to  be  wide  or  spacious,  in 

Hiphil to give ample room---for us--wc + Qal pf hrP to bear fruit, to be 

fruitful--in the land Canaan?)

SUMMARY VS 17-22

1.  At the command of Abimelech to  leave  that  region,  Isaac  departs 

willingly.

2.  He leaves Gerar proper and moves SE up the valley  toward  Beersheba 

and further away from Philistia proper.

3.  It is evident that the Philistines claimed land in this  region,  as 

they had done during the time of Abraham.

4.  Exactly when they began filling the wells is not stated,  only  that 

it began after the death of Abraham.

5.  The fact that it is brought up here seems to indicate that this  was 

something which was an ongoing problem with them.

6.  These wells are not theirs, not located in their territory.

7.  The malicious nature of the Philistines is here  evident,  and  this 

makes it obvious that the fears of Abraham and Isaac were not groundless

8.  The ruler of the Philistines has rebuked Isaac, and  deservedly  so, 

his people have tampered with Isaac's possessions, and he has  summarily 

dismissed Isaac from their land.

9.  Isaac does not seem to attempt retaliation for any of these actions, 

although it is evident that he possessed adequate strength to respond.

10.  Some have raised the question that Isaac was passive to  the  point 

of fault, in allowing these people to abuse him.

11.  Isaac did not retaliate, at least partially, due  to  fear,  as  is 

observed in vs 24.

12.  His fear and the mistreatment by the Philistines were used  by  God 

to get him back in the land of Canaan, proper.

13.  Isaac returned to the disputed region, between Gerar and  Beersheba 

and began to reopen the wells which his father's servants had dug.

14.  Apparently the Philistines could not muster an  effective  argument 

against Isaac's work, since these wells belonged to his family.

15.  He continues to used the names his father  had  assigned  to  these 

wells to avoid any confusion about ownership.

16.  The Philistines were apparently familiar enough with the  names  to 

to assured that these belonged to the Isaac's father.

17.  Isaac's large  flocks  and  herds  apparently  required  even  more 

watering places than the ones his father had dug.

18.  So his servants embark upon digging more wells of their own.

19.  The Philistines balk at these new wells and contend  verbally  with 

the servants of Isaac.

20.  Whether this escalated into anything more than verbal confrontation 

is doubtful.

21.  Two wells are mentioned, and the Philistines  hotly  contested  the 

fact that he was digging in territory which they claimed.

22.  Isaac names both wells to reflect the contention and  MA  hostility 

which the Philistines obviously possessed.

23.  Rather than continue to engage in activity which could have  likely 

escalated into warfare, Isaac moves on.

24.  He relocates back into Canaan,  out  of  the  territory  which  was 

disputed.

25.  There his servants dig another necessary well, and this time  there 

is no argument.

26.  He attributes this  blessing  to  the  Lord,  and  names  the  well 

Rehoboth, meaning spacious or broad places.

27.  Some have suggested that Isaac should have withstood these men  and 

stood up for his rights.

28.  The believer certainly does have the right to  protect  and  defend 

what is his.

29.  Self defense is legitimate and sometimes necessary.  Lk. 22:36

30.  On other occasions it is necessary to absorb  an  injustice  rather 

than further escalating the conflict.  Lk. 22:49-51; Prov. 15:1,18

31.  This is most often the wisest course of action.  Matt. 5:38-48

32.  He recognizes that God's plan is for him to be in this land, not in 

the land of the Philistines.  cf vs 2-4

33.  He anticipates the sexual blessing of the Lord as was  promised  in 

vs 4.

VS 23  THEN HE WENT UP FROM THERE TO BEERSHEBA.  (wc + Qal impf  hli  to 

go up or ascend--from there--beersheba)

VS 24  AND THE LORD APPEARED TO HIM THE SAME NIGHT AND SAID,  STFWD   "I 

AM THE GOD OF YOUR FATHER ABRAHAM;  stfwd  STOP BEING AFRAID, FOR  I  AM 

WITH YOU  (neg lX + Qal impf Xry immed. prohibition--conj. kiy--with you 

I)  I WILL BLESS YOU AND MULTIPLY YOUR DESCENDANTS, FOR THE SAKE  OF  MY 

SERVANT ABRAHAM."  (wc + Piel pf frB--wc + Hiphil pf HBr cause  to  make 

many or numerous--s.d.o + your  seed--pref  b  +  rVbi  because  of,  on 

account of--Abraham, my servant)

VS 25  SO HE BUILT AN ALTAR THERE, AND CALLED UPON THE NAME OF THE LORD,  

(wc + Qal impf hnB to build--there--m.s.n xBzm an altar, a place of sac- 

rifice--wc + Qal impf qara'--pref b + name of  YHWH)   AND  PITCHED  HIS 

TENT THERE; AND THERE ISAAC'S SERVANTS DUG A WELL.  (wc + Qal  impf  hun 

to stretch out or extend, to unfold--m.s.n  lhX a  tent,  here  includes 

not just his physical  tent,  but  his  household--,w--and  servants  of 

Isaac--wc + Qal impf hrK to dig out or search out,  cf  rkX  and  rqn--a 

well)

SUMMARY VS 23-25

1.  Isaac departs the region in  dispute  and  moves  back  into  Canaan 

proper, to the area around Beersheba.

2.  Once back in the land the Lord appears to him, visibly and gives him 

a rebuke and some encouragement.

3.  The first thing He says to Isaac is that he is dealing with the  God 

of his father, Abraham.

4.  This is designed to let Isaac know that he is dealing with the  same 

faithful God who had been with Abraham all those years.

5.  The reminder of His faithfulness to Abraham was to  encourage  Isaac 

with the doctrine that He would also be faithful to him.

6.  He gets a command to stop giving in to MA fear, no doubt  in  regard 

to the turmoil he has just endured at the hands of the Philistines.

7.  We don't know exactly  how  long  Isaac  was  in  the  land  of  the 

Philistines, but we do know that it was a long time.

8.  The two firm chronological notes allow for a period of 40  years  to 

cover the events of 25:27-26:33.

9.  There is no evidence that God spoke to Isaac during the time of  his 

stay in Philistia, which could have been some 20 years.

10.  Isaac, with the present problems, may have begun to wonder  if  God 

had lost him in the shuffle.

11.  He had not, and was well aware of his situation.

12.  He reiterates the promise  to  bless  Isaac,  and  to  provide  him 

innumerable descendants.

13.  He also points out that  this  is  due  to  the  existence  of  the 

Abrahamic covenant and the application of Abraham.

14.  Once again, Isaac is reminded that he is going to prosper based  on 

grace and not his own merit.

15.  Isaac takes the Bible class to heart and responds with  worship  of 

the God of his father.

16.  At some point, God will be pleased to become the God of  Isaac,  as 

well. 

17.  The building of an altar was the prerogative of the family  priest, 

which Isaac was.

18.  The altar or place of sacrifice in the  OT  points  to  the  coming 

Messiah.

19.  The altar symbolizes occupation with Christ, and grace orientation, 

which Isaac had lost sight of temporarily.

20.  Calling on the name of the Lord indicated his public  worship,  and 

included rebound for his MAS and violation of  the  geographic  will  of 

God.

21.  He recognizes that this is the region in which he  is  to  stay,  a 

problem all three patriarchs wrestled with from time to time.

22.  Just because they were out of the geographic will did not mean that 

they did not come under certain blessings, but that the Plan of God  for 

their lives was temporarily put on hold.

23.  God did not want these men out of Canaan, a fact  which  should  be 

quite evident by this time.

24.  Neither does God desire the believer to be violating the geographic 

will for his life by skipping Bible class for stupid reasons.

25.  He makes plans to stay here by the setting up of his household.

26.  His servants seek a source of water, since they will  need  it  for 

his massive flocks.

VS 26  THEN ABIMELECH CAME TO HIM FROM GERAR WITH HIS ADVISER  AHUZZATH,  

(Abimelech, word order here focuses on him as the subject, verb does not 

come first as usual--Qal pf halakh--to him--prep m + Gerar--v + tZxX the 

verb=to take hold of or seize, the name=a possession--pref m + m.s.n hir 

a companion, a friend, here seems to be some sort  of  servant  who  was 

a companion of Abimelech, perhaps a diplomat or adviser  AND PHICOL  THE 

COMMANDER OF HIS ARMY.  (v + phiykhol=mouth  of  all--commander  of  his 

army, his military leader--Both the names Abimelech and Phicol are  used 

as titles, as was Pharaoh in Egypt, these are not the same two  who  met 

with Abraham some 80-100 years earlier)

VS 27  AND ISAAC SAID TO THEM. "WHY HAVE YOU COME TO ME, SINCE YOU  HATE 

ME,  (Isaac--wc + Qal impf 'amar--to  them--adv  of  interrogation  iVDm 

maddua' from mah + a form of yadha, what you know, what is your thinking 

--Qal pf XOB--to me--v + pers pron=emphasis,  you  yourselves,  on  your 

part--Qal pf Xnw this word expresses  an  emotional  attitude  toward  a 

person or thing which one is opposed to, detested,  despised,  and  with 

which one does not wish contact or any relationship, ill will, aversion, 

etc.--s.d.o + 1cs)  AND HAVE DRIVEN ME AWAY FROM YOU?"  (wc + Piel  impf 

xlw in Qal to send out, in Piel=stronger, to expel, cast out, to dismiss 

unceremoniously--pref m + 2mp suff)

VS 28  AND THEY SAID, stfwd  "WE SEE PLAINLY THAT THE LORD HAS BEEN WITH 

YOU;  (Qal inf absol + Qal  pf   hXr  seeing  we  saw,  we  surely  have 

observed--conj yk= indirect discourse--YHWH--Qal pf hyh  has  been--with 

you)  SO WE SAID  stfwd  'LET THERE NOW BE AN OATH BETWEEN  US,  BETWEEN 

YOU AND US, AND LET US MAKE A COVENANT WITH YOU,  (Qal impf hyh it  will 

become--part. of entreaty Xn please--f.s.n hlX an oath  or  swearing,  a 

solemn affirmation or declaration, invoking God as  witness--between  us 

--between  us  and  between  you--wc  +  Qal  impf  +  cohort  he--k r t 

let us cut--beriyth--with you)

VS 29  THAT YOU WILL DO US NO HARM, JUST AS  WE  HAVE  NOT  TOUCHED  YOU  

(hypoth ,X used in oaths to signify the content--Qal impf 'asah--with us 

--hir evil or harm--rwXK just as, exactly as--neg lo' + Qal  pf  ign  we 

did not touch you)  AND HAVE DONE TO YOU NOTHING BUT GOOD, AND HAVE SENT 

YOU AWAY IN PEACE.  (ca'asher=just as--Qal pf  'asah--with  you--adj  qr 

only or except, nothing but--bOu--wc + Piel impf xlw we sent  you  out-- 

pref b + ,Olw in peace)  YOU ARE NOW THE BLESSED  OF  THE  LORD.   (pers 

pron--adv hti=now--Qal pass part. frB being blessed, one who is  blessed 

--YHWH)

SUMMARY VS 26-29

1.  Once he is back in the land where he  is  supposed  to  be  and  has 

things squared away spiritually, Isaac is approached again.

2.  He might have assumed that compliance with the  will  of  God  would 

provided deliverance from these people.

3.  It does not, and they approach Isaac in the area of Beersheba.

4.  They come in  a  delegation  of  three,  the  king,  an  adviser  or 

diplomat, and his commander in chief.

5.  Isaac immediately questions them as to their purpose,  and  is  more 

pointed than normal.

6.  His boldness here may be attributed to his recent  encouragement  by 

God and new found confidence.

7.  His confidence had obviously been lacking since the time of his move 

into their territory.  vs 7

8.  Very likely these three thought they could come to  him  and  do  as 

they pleased, since Isaac had been no trouble before.

9.  Isaac is very shrewd throughout this entire encounter, as one should 

be when dealing with those who have proven themselves less  than  honor- 

able.

10.  He keeps his guard up and does not immediately  cave  in  to  their 

requests without stating the facts of the matter.

11.  He directly states that they have had a bad MA toward him and  have 

expressed their resentment by driving him out of the land.

12.  The Philistine delegation does not  comment  on  his  charges,  but 

maintain some innocence in the matter.

13.  This was very likely diplomatic posturing,  since  it  is  doubtful 

that the leadership of the region was not aware  of  what  its  citizens 

were doing.

14.  The leadership manifests a certain inconsistency which should  make 

one carefully examine anything they suggest.

15.  They have first driven Isaac out, and now want to approach  him  to 

conclude a treaty.

16.  They vandalize his property and inhibit him from digging  wells  of 

his own, then claim that they have not done anything but good to him.

17.  Besides all this, there had been a previous treaty which was agreed 

to by Abraham and an ancestor of this king.

18.  That treaty was to extend to the descendants of Abimelech.  21:23

19.  For whatever reasons, the Philistines obviously were  not  honoring 

the previous treaty made with Abraham.

20.  Now they seek a new treaty with Isaac, since they fear him.

21.  They recognize that God is for him and that they would be  wise  to 

be in his good graces.

22.  Obviously their previous treatment of Isaac did not put them in  an 

advantageous position.

23.  They desire that Isaac not use his power or military might  against 

the Philistines.

24.  They claim that they have not done anything out of the  way  toward 

Isaac, a claim obviously not rooted in reality.

25.  Isaac does not respond to their patently false  comment  that  they 

have done only good to him.

26.  It is true that they had not used military force against  him,  and 

that their maltreatment of him had merely been verbal.

27.  This hardly qualifies as only good.

28.  Isaac does not argue this point, since he  could  not  truly  prove 

that these men were aware of all their citizens had done.

29.  They state once again that it is clear  that  Isaac  is  under  the 

blessing of God, an obvious attempt to flatter him.

30.  As we will see, Isaac did not  harbor  any  ill-will  toward  these 

people, and he never had.

31.  He will acquiesce to their proposed treaty, since he  was  desirous 

of a peaceful existence.

32.  This is a perfect example of Prov. 16:7

VS 30  THEN HE MADE THEM A FEAST AND THE ATE AND DRANK.  (wc + Qal  impf 

hwi--to them--m.s.n hTwm a feast or banquet,  often  including  abundant 

liquor--and they ate and drank)

VS 31  AND IN THE MORNING THEY AROSE EARLY AND EXCHANGED OATHS;   (wc  + 

Hiphil impf ,kw to rise up early--pref b + d.a. + rqB--wc + Niphal  impf 

ibw and were sworn--a man to his brother)  THEN ISAAC SENT THEM AWAY AND 

THEY DEPARTED FROM HIM IN PEACE.  (Isaac--wc + Piel impf xlw to sent out 

or away--wc + Qal impf halakh--from him--pref b + shalom)

VS 32  NOW IT CAME ABOUT ON THE SAME DAY, THAT ISAAC'S SERVANTS CAME AND 

TOLD HIM ABOUT THE WELL THEY HAD DUG,  (wc + Qal impf hayah--on the  day 

the that--servants of Isaac--wc + Qal impf XOB--wc + Hiphil impf  nagadh 

--to him--prep li + f.p.n tOdOX causes circumstances, affairs,  the  way 

things fall out, here=regarding--the well--rel  pron--Qal  pf  rpx  they 

had been working on)  AND SAID TO HIM, "WE HAVE FOUND WATER."  (and said 

to him--Qal pf matsa'--water)

VS 33  SO HE CALLED IT  SHIBAH;  THEREFORE  THE  NAME  OF  THE  CITY  IS 

BEERSHEBA TO THIS DAY.  (and he called it--hibw this word  means  seven, 

and no one seems to know  why  Isaac  named  this  well,  "seven"   some 

suggest that we should change  the  vowel  pointing  and  make  it  mean 

"oath", others suggest that Isaac had in mind  the  well  of  the  seven 

which Abraham named during his encounter with the  Philistines  in  Gen. 

21, but this is clearly a different well, not one  in  which  they  knew 

water existed, since they show some excitement  over  finding  out  that 

this well has water--It seems to me that we have been told of  at  least 

four wells that had been attempted, vs 19,21,22,25  and  I  assume  that 

they continued digging wells to assure a good supply of water, I  assume 

that this may have been #7 in their attempts.--]k=li therefore--name  of 

the city--well seven--prep di as far as, until--the day the this)

SUMMARY VS 30-33

1.  Isaac demonstrates hospitality to his guests, something  which  they 

had certainly not accorded him in their land.

2.  This serves to reinforce what he told them, that there was  not  and 

had not been any animosity on his part toward the Philistines.

3.  The problems which had arisen were not of his making.

4.  He prepares them a lavish feast, with the best of food and wine.

5.  The next morning they all arise and formally conclude a peace treaty 

by swearing peace to one another.

6.  Isaac then sends the delegation away peacefully.

7.  That same day his servants report that they have found water in  the 

well which they had been working on.

8.  It appears that this well was #7 in their attempts at  well-digging, 

and so they name it well seven.

9.  This is not the same well which Abraham had named well of the  seven 

during his encounter with the Philistines in Gen. 21.

10.  As providence would have it two wells in the same  area  are  named 

the same thing, confirming the name of that city as Beersheba.

11.  Keil and Delitzsch note that the two wells are still  in  existence 

to this day.

12.  Moses notes that the city is still called Beersheba,  some  300  or 

more years after this incident.

VS 34  AND WHEN ESAU WAS FORTY YEARS OLD HE MARRIED JUDITH THE  DAUGHTER 

OF BEERI THE HITTITE,  (and it came about--Esau--son of  forties  year-- 

he took for a wife--s.d.o  +  tydVhy--daughter  of  Beeri--the  Hittite)  

AND BASEMATH THE DAUGHTER OF ELON THE HITTITE;  STFWD

VS 35 AND THEY BROUGHT GRIEF TO ISAAC AND REBEKAH.  (wc + Qal impf hayah 

--f.s.n.const hrm 1X, verb  marah=to  rebel  or  provoke  by  rebellion, 

cognate nouns=bitterness, sadness, grief--f.s.n xVr of spirit--to  Isaac 

-- and to Rebekah)

SUMMARY VS 34-45

1.  The final two verses of this  chapter  shed  further  light  on  the 

nature of Esau.

2.  At age forty, he marries two girls, Judith and Basemath.

3.  The practice of polygamy was not sanctioned by God, and had not been 

practiced by either Abraham or Isaac.

4.  Esau must have learned this from the culture  in  Canaan,  where  it 

was an accepted practice.

5.  Just because the cosmos  accepts  something  and  says  that  it  is 

all right does not mean that the adjusted believer accepts it.

6.  Polygamy is not a part of the plan of God for the believer, monogamy 

is the norm.  RM/RW

7.  Not only does Esau accept the norms and standards of the cosmos,  he 

marries two girls who are from Hittite families.

8.  It is clear from our earlier study that  Abraham  found  nothing  in 

these Canaanites which was acceptable in terms of marriage.

9.  Nothing has changed by the time of Esau, the Hittites were worse, if 

anything.

10.  Profile of the Hittites of Canaan.

    A.  The original Hittites were  descended  from  Ham  through  Heth.  

        Gen. 10:15, 23:3

    B.  They occupied Canaan and are often listed among  the  groups  of 

        that region.  Ex. 3:8,17; 13:5, 33:2, et al.

    C.  They were prominent in the area of Hebron  during  the  life  of 

        Abraham.  Gen. 23

    D.  They were for the most part  unbelievers  who  were  engaged  in 

        worship of a pantheon.

    E.  They referred to their pantheon as "the thousand gods", although 

        the present listing of Divine names falls short of that.

    F.  The male head of their pantheon  was  a  storm  deity,  and  the 

        female head was a solar deity.

    G.  Each king had his own patron deity.

    H.  God reveals that He is definitely against the Hittites and  will 

        eventually dispossess them of their land.

    I.  The Jews are told to completely annihilate them at the  time  of 

        the conquest.  Ex. 34:11, Deut. 20:17

    J.  They were not completely destroyed and continued to exist  until 

        the time of Solomon. c 950BC

    K.  They were substantially a group of pagan  idol  worshipers  with 

        no redeeming spiritual values.

11.  This is the sort of people whom Esau pursued.

12.  Esau was a cosmic fornicator, who had no regard for the doctrine of 

his parents.

13.  He completely repudiated the  spiritual  heritage  of  Abraham  and 

Isaac.

14.  This marriage into families so obviously decadent and negative  did 

not make Isaac and Rebekah happy.

15.  This turn of events is described as bitterness of spirit to them.

16.  The correct  posture  toward  those  who  are  overtly  manifesting 

themselves to be negative, is complete separation.

17.  Failure to separate from these types will  eventually  drag  Israel 

down.  Ezra 9:1

18.  Even great believers  are  not  exempt  from  the  consequences  of 

failure in this area.  IKings 11:1

19.  The obvious application for us who live  among  the  cosmos  is  to 

remain separate and uninvolved with the Hittites around us.

