GENESIS CHAPTER 27

OUTLINE 

I.  Isaac's foolish plan to bless Esau  vs 1-4

II.  Rebekah's plot to deceive Isaac.  vs 5-17

III.  Isaac blesses Jacob.  vs 18-29

IV. Isaac's acquiescence to God's plan and Esau's unavailing remorse.

    vs  31-40

V.  Esau's plan to murder Jacob.  vs 41-46

VS 1  NOW IT CAME ABOUT, WHEN ISAAC WAS OLD, AND HIS EYES WERE  TOO  DIM 

TO SEE,  (wc + Qal impf hayah--conj. kiy--Isaac--Qal pf ]qz to  be  old, 

become or grow old--his eyes--wc + Qal impf hhK to be feeble or fail  in 

strength, when used of a lamp, to go out.  Of eyesight, to fail--pref  m 

+ Qal inf const hXr from seeing)  HE CALLED HIS OLDER SON ESAU AND  SAID 

TO HIM, "MY SON."  (wc + Qal impf qara/--s.d.o + Esau--his son the great 

=his oldest son--wc + Qal impf 'amar--to him--my son)  AND  HE  SAID  TO 

HIM, "HERE I AM."  (and he said to him--behold me)

VS 2  AND ISAAC SAID, "BEHOLD NOW I AM OLD, I DO NOT KNOW THE DAY OF  MY 

DEATH.  (and he said--Xn=hNh look please--Qal pf zaqen--neg Xl + Qal  pf 

idy--day of my death)

VS 3  NOW THE, PLEASE TAKE YOUR GEAR, YOUR QUIVER AND YOUR  BOW,   (v  + 

hTi =so now--Qal imperv  Xwn  lift  up  or  take--na'=please--m.p.n  ylK 

vessel, utensil, tool, implement, weapons--m.s.n ylT 1X,  verb  hlT=  to 

suspend or hang up, most render  this  quiver,  some  render  it  sword, 

although quiver makes the most sense--v + your bow)  AND GO OUT  TO  THE 

FIELD AND HUNT GAME FOR ME;  (v +  Qal  imperv  Xjy--the  field,  supply 

to--v + Qal imperv emphatic imperv. dVj to lie in wait for, to  trap  or 

snare, to hunt--for me--m.s.n dyj prey  taken  in  hunting,  game,  gen. 

25:28)

VS 4  AND PREPARE A SAVORY DISH FOR ME SUCH AS I LOVE, AND BRING  IT  TO 

ME THAT I MAY EAT,  (v + Qal imperv 'asah--for  me--,yMium  mat  'ammiym 

6X, all in this chapter, savory or seasoned food, obviously  here  fresh 

game cooked to perfection.  Verb ta'am means to taste, and this noun  is 

something that tastes good, a delicacy--ka'asher just like--Qal pf bhX-- 

v + Hiphil imperv. emphatic XOB--to me--v + Qal impf cohort lkX  let  me 

eat)  SO THAT MY SOUL MAY BLESS YOU BEFORE I DIE.  (pref b + rVbi  here= 

introduction of purpose, so that,  in  order  that--my  soul--Piel  impf 

barak--pref b + adv ,ru= before, previous to--Qal impf tVm)

SUMMARY VS 1-4

1.  The recurrent phrase "it came about" is used  regularly  to  advance 

the narrative an unspecified amount of time into the future.

2.  How much time has elapsed is not given, but may be ascertained  from 

other data.

3.  Isaac we are told had  gotten  "old",  and  his  eyesight  had  been 

failing for some time.

4.  He was now to the point where he could not see  much  at  all,  most 

likely only light and shadows.

5.  For all practical purposes he was blind.

6.  This certainly points out that the patriarchs were not men who  were 

not afflicted with the various problems of aging which are common to the 

human race.

7.  Some may have the idea that they did so well spiritually since  they 

did not face the same problems that you and I face.

8.  They endured similar physical problems,  as  well  as  the  constant 

problem of the STA.

9.  The enemy of doctrine and orientation will demonstrate itself  in  a 

big way in this chapter.

10.  Not only in the life of Isaac, but in Rebekah, Esau, and Jacob.

11.  Isaac fears that his death may be at hand, and  so  calls  for  his 

oldest son, whom we know he favored.  25:28

12.  Esau may have not  followed  in  the  spiritual  footsteps  of  his 

father, but it appears that he possessed a  certain  amount  of  natural 

affection and respect for Isaac.

13.  He responds immediately to the summons from his father.

14.  Isaac informs him that he is old, and is anticipating his death.

15.  Computation of Isaac's age at this point:

    a.  We know that he was 100 years old at the end of Gen. 26 60 + 40

    b.  We must now move to the  future  and  calculate  in  reverse  to 

        ascertain Isaac's age at this point.

    c.  Joseph was 30 years old when he became PM of Egypt.  41:46

    d.  Jacob came to Egypt in the second year of  the  7  year  famine.  

        45:11

    e.  Jacob was 130 years old at that time.  47:9

    f.  Therefore Joseph was 39, based on 7 years  of  plenty  +2yrs  of 

        famine.  41:29-30

    g.  Joseph was born when Jacob was 91, at the end of  the  14  years 

        with Laban.  30:24-26

    h.  Jacob then left home and arrived in Haran when he was 77.  28:10

    i.  The time when Jacob left home is keyed to the  incident  we  are 

        about to consider in Gen. 27   see vs 41-44

    j.  Since Jacob and Esau were 77,  exactly  37  years  have  elapsed 

        since the end of Gen. 26.

    k.  This makes Isaac 137 at the time of Gen. 27

16.  Apart from his failed eyesight, we know  that  Isaac  was  somewhat 

reticent and passive in his approach to life.

17.  His half-brother Ishmael lived 137 years, and so had died  some  14 

years earlier.

18.  Since Isaac was 137 he likely believed that his demise was at hand.

19.  He was completely wrong!!!!!  Gen. 35:28-29

20.  Physical infirmities are not  necessarily  a  sign  of  approaching 

death, and some are just too morbid about the failure of the body.

21.  The failure of the body is certain for all who are in Adam,  and  a 

result of the fall and the introduction of the STA.

22.  Apart from the rapture, all will face this, and should have maximum 

doctrine in the soul in order to deal with this eventuality.

23.  The failure of the physical body is dealt with in  Eccles.  12:1-7, 

along with the very appropriate exhortation to store up  doctrine  while 

you are young.  vs. 1

24.  Coupled with his nature, his advanced age and  his  lack  of  clear 

vision, Isaac resigns himself to the tent for the duration.

25.  To his credit, like his father Abraham,  Isaac  was  attempting  to 

make provision for his estate after his demise so that there would be no 

confusion.

26.  To his shame, he was attempting to make the wrong provision.

27.  He calls Esau and asks him to go on his typical hunt and bring back 

some fresh game and cook it just the way Isaac likes it.

28.  This would tend to confirm that Esau was very  familiar  with  this 

procedure and had done this for his father on previous occasions.

29.  It is certainly honorable to treat one's parents with respect,  but 

this does not make up for the spiritual lack which is obvious in Esau.

30.  Esau, in certain ways, may have been a model son, but this does not 

commend one to God.

31.  Spiritual adjustment is far more important that a  close  relation- 

ship with your earthly parents.

32.  It certainly appears that Jacob was not nearly as much in the  good 

graces of Isaac as Esau was.

33.  Yet Jacob is the example of doctrine and Esau the example of rejec- 

tion of BD.

34.  To some extent this was a problem on Isaac's part, as he tended  to 

favor Esau and show partiality.

35.  It is apparent that some  of  this  partiality  was  based  on  his 

physical, macho lifestyle, which provided Isaac things which appealed to 

him.

36.  Parents cannot afford the luxury of partiality based  on  physical, 

earthly preferences.

37.  This is an occupational  hazard  for  the  PT,  also,  who  may  be 

attracted to members of his congregation based on what they can  provide 

physically, and not based on spiritual criteria.

38.  Isaac tells Esau specifically that the purpose for this meal is  to 

commemorate this day, when Isaac is going to bless him.

39.  This custom was already well established at this time, and was con- 

sidered a momentous event.

40.  This was not just the parting wish of a pious man for his son,  but 

was prophetic in nature.

41.  In the blessing the future destiny of the one blessed was detailed.

42.  Not merely the prayers or wishes of a dying father, but the plan of 

God was foretold to some extent.

43.  The elements of benediction and  prediction  were  blended  into  a 

final great statement.

44.  Since the blessing contained elements of prophecy, it was not  only 

effectual, but irrevocable.  27:33-35

45.  The OT does not consider that  the  blessing  was  a  separate  act 

outside of God's control, and thus independent and magical.

46.  It recognizes that it is to a great extent the statement of God for 

an individual.

47.  While this may be somewhat foreign or new to us, these men  clearly 

understood  that  the  recipient  of  the  Abrahamic  covenant  and  the 

spiritual heritage was to pass this on to the  next  generation  in  the 

blessing.

48.  Although, as we will observe, not apart from the plan and  will  of 

God.

49.  Isaac and Rebekah were told before the birth of the boys that Jacob 

would be the recipient of the blessing, and not Esau.  25:23

50.  The question arises as to why Isaac would attempt to circumvent the 

revealed plan of God.

51.  The answer is that he rejected the prophecy  concerning  the  boys, 

spiritual maturity and greatness aside.

52.  This should serve as a warning to everyone in this LC, that no  one 

is exempt from spiritual folly.

53.  You may accept and believe 99% of the doctrines which  are  taught, 

but hold out on that 1% or that one doctrine where  you  are  just  sure 

that you are right and I am wrong.

54.  As we will see, this is a dangerous game.

55.  Isaac deliberately sets himself against the plan  of  God  for  the 

twins, and makes provision to do his will.

56.  Not only did he know of the prophecy before  their  birth,  he  was 

certainly aware of the lifestyle of Esau.  26:34-35

57.  Even though he recognized that Esau was  a  spiritual  failure,  he 

continued to hold out hope that somehow he would come around.

58.  While it is not specifically recorded some believe that  Isaac  had 

been made aware of the sale of the birthright to Jacob.

59.  Isaac had somehow deluded and deceived himself in regard  to  Esau, 

rejecting the WOG and overlooking the obvious spiritual lack in Esau.

60.  How he rationalized these things may seem inconceivable,  neverthe- 

less he did, and so can any other believer.

61.  Rejection of BD has caused Isaac to entrench  himself  against  the 

POG and doggedly pursue a  foolish  course,  hardly  in  line  with  his 

natural reticence and passivity.

62.  As a parent you have to evaluate your children based on the obvious 

facts, and not on your personal preference.

63.  You must put natural affection aside and deal with  them  based  on 

their orientation and acclimation to BD.

64.  Failure to deal with their  obvious  STA  problems  will  not  only 

entrench them in their problems, it will cause problems  for  others  in 

the family.

65.  Isaac's approach to this will result in a complete  devastation  of 

his family.

66.  While Isaac will make  it  spiritually,  and  is  likely  a  mature 

believer at this point, he  is  not  exempt  from  the  results  of  bad 

decisions.

VS 5  NOW REBEKAH WAS EAVESDROPPING WHEN ISAAC SPOKE TO  HIS  SON  ESAU.  

(v + Rebekah--Qal act part. imw--pref b + Piel inf const rbD--Isaac-- to 

Esau his son)  THEN ESAU WENT TO THE FIELD TO HUNT FOR GAME TO BRING IN.  

(Esau--wc + Qal impf halakh--to the field--pref l + Qal inf const  dVj-- 

pref l + Hiph inf const XOB)

VS 6  SO REBEKAH SAID TO HER SON  JACOB,  "LOOK,  I  HEARD  YOUR  FATHER 

SPEAKING TO ESAU YOUR BROTHER, SAYING,  stfwd

VS 7  'BRING ME GAME AND PREPARE A SAVORY DISH, AND LET ME EAT,  (Hiphil 

impf XOB--to  me--tsayidh,  game--v  +  Qal  imperv  'asah--for  me--mat 

'ammiym, tasty food--v + Qal impf cohort. lkX let me eat)   AND  LET  ME 

BLESS YOU IN THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD BEFORE MY DEATH.'  (v + Piel  impf 

cohort barakh--to the faces of YHWH--to the faces of my death)

VS 8  NOW THEREFORE, MY SON, OBEY ME AS I COMMAND YOU.  (v + 'atah,  and 

now--my son--Qal imperv shama'--pref b + lq obey  my  voice--pref  l  of 

specification, in regard to--rel pron--pers pron--Piel part hvy--s.d.o + 

2ms)

VS 9  GO NOW TO THE FLOCK AND BRING ME TWO CHOICE KIDS FROM THERE,  (Qal 

imperv flh + Xn--to the flock--v + Qal imperv laqach--for  me--two--kids 

of goats--adj bOu=choice--pref m + sham)  AND I WILL PREPARE THEM  AS  A 

SAVORY DISH FOR YOUR FATHER, JUST LIKE HE LOVES.  stfwd

VS 10  THEN YOU WILL BRING IT TO YOUR FATHER, THAT HE MAY  EAT,   (wc  + 

Hiphil pf bo'--to your father--wc + Qal pf 'akhal)  BECAUSE OF WHICH  HE 

WILL BLESS YOU BEFORE HIS DEATH."  (pref b + rVbi because of, on account 

of--rel pron--Piel impf barakh--to the faces of his death)

SUMMARY VS 6-10

1.  Rebekah was somehow aware of the fact that Isaac had summoned  Esau, 

although she may not have known for what purpose.

2.  She certainly wanted to find  out  what  the  purpose  was,  so  she 

eavesdrops on the conversation between Isaac and Esau.

3.  We know that favoritism existed in this family, and this  is  likely 

what motivated Rebekah.

4.  If Isaac was about to do something for Esau, she wanted to be  aware 

of it.

5.  Rebekah will resort to intrigue  of  every  sort  in  this  chapter, 

including spying, eavesdropping, deceit and lying.

6.  There is no way you can put a good face on these activities and  not 

condemn such actions.

7.  She does what she does, looking out for the interests of  Jacob  her 

favorite.

8.  While it is true that she may have had spiritual ambitions  for  her 

son, this approach is certainly not correct.

9.  She will  become  an  example  of  desiring  the  right  thing,  but 

resorting to H/VP methods to gain her end.

10.  The POG does not require our human ingenuity to accomplish what God 

desires.

11.  Rebekah was sure that Isaac was going to foul up the  POG,  so  she 

steps in to straighten things out, by hook or by crook.

12.  This is a lesson for  all  wives,  even  if  your  husband  may  be 

"fouling up God's plan", God does  not  need  your  help  to  straighten 

things out.

13.  He is perfectly capable of dealing with  anyone  apart  from  human 

intervention.

14.  If Rebekah was going to become  involved  in  this  situation,  she 

should have gone to Isaac, and not resorted to these types of tactics.

15.  This demonstrates a lack of faith in  the  revealed  will  of  God.  

25:23

16.  When one functions  out  of  unbelief,  as  Rebekah  does  in  this 

situation, they make bad STA decisions.

17.  Her first bad decision is to listen secretly to  what  her  husband 

says in private.

18.  Eavesdropping is a violation of ones privacy, and an indication  of 

inordinate curiosity.

19.  The believer must recognize that most things which other people  do 

are none of their business.

20.  Eavesdropping is a way of meddling in the affairs of others.

21.  Once Esau departs for the hunt, Rebekah springs into action.

22.  She knows that she has a limited amount of time to  accomplish  her 

objectives, so speed is of the essence.

23.  She finds Jacob, and relates the conversation to him.

24.  This qualifies as gossip, relating private, personal information to 

another person, who is unrelated to the incident.

25.  She relates what was said to Esau, only inserting the words "in the 

presence of the Lord" in the conversation.

26.  This is not what  Isaac  said,  but  what  Rebekah  read  into  his 

statement about the blessing.

27.  She makes it plain that she considers this to be binding before the 

Lord, and must move to stop this mistake.

28.  She is the perfect example of a parent who wants the  right  things 

for their child, but goes about it in the wrong way.

29.  All normal parents desire the best for their  children,  but  H/VP, 

cosmic approaches will not provide the desired result.

30.  Isaac, on the other hand, desires to pass on the birthright, but to 

the wrong person.

31.  Neither of them are innocent in this matter.

32.  Rebekah relates her quickly conceived plan to Jacob.

33.  He is to bring in 2 choice young goats, which  would  have  a  much 

gamier taste than beef, for her to prepare.

34.  She will prepare them in the appropriate  fashion,  so  that  Isaac 

will not know the difference.

35.  She will give the food to Jacob, who will take  it  to  Isaac,  and 

then receive the blessing.

36.  She commands her son to obey her and get moving.

37.  This is obviously deceitful, and Jacob does not have  to  obey  her 

parental authority at this point.

38.  While a child lives at home, they are under the  authority  of  the 

parents, both the mother and the father.

39.  If the parents require the child to sin,  then  they  are  free  to 

disobey.

40.  Keep in mind that Jacob is 77 years old, and should know better.

41.  He has the desire to advance himself, so this plan is right up  his 

alley.

42.  It is bold and daring, and could blow  up  in  their  faces,  which 

Jacob recognizes in the following verses.

VS 11  AND JACOB ANSWERED HIS MOTHER REBEKAH,  (Jacob said  to  Rebekah, 

his mother)  "LOOK, ESAU MY BROTHER IS A HAIRY MAN AND  I  AM  A  SMOOTH 

MAN.  (hinneh--Esau, my brother--riw wyX hairy or  rough,  often  trans- 

lated he goat--v + pers pron--qlx wyX a smooth man, as opposed to hairy)

VS 12  PERHAPS MY FATHER WILL FEEL ME, THEN I SHALL BE AS  A  MOCKER  IN 

HIS SIGHT;  (adv ylVX=perhaps--my father--Qal impf wwm to feel or touch, 

to explore with the hands--wc + Qal pf  hayah--in  his  eyes--pref  k  + 

Pilel part iiT to mock or scoff, to make sport or fun of  an  old  blind 

man who does not know the difference)  AND I  WILL  BRING  ON  MYSELF  A 

CURSE AND NOT A BLESSING."  (wc + Hiphil pf  bo'--prep  'al--f.s.n  hllq 

verb= to be light, to be of little account, to be  lightly  esteemed,the 

noun=a cursing, one who is cursed--v + neg lo' +hkrb a blessing)

VS 13 BUT HIS MOTHER SAID TO HIM,  stfwd  "YOUR CURSE BE ON MY, MY  SON; 

ONLY OBEY MY VOICE AND GO, GET THEM FOR ME."  (upon me  your  curse,  my 

son--adv fX only or except--obey my voice--and go and take for me)

VS 14  SO HE WENT AND GOT THE, AND BROUGHT THEM TO HIS MOTHER;  (and  he 

went and took them and caused them to  come  to  his  mother)   AND  HIS 

MOTHER MADE SAVORY FOOD SUCH AS  HIS  FATHER  LOVED.   (and  his  mother 

manufactured tasty food, just as his father loved)

VS 15  THEN REBEKAH TOOK THE BEST GARMENTS OF ESAU HER OLDEST SON, WHICH 

WERE WITH HER IN THE HOUSE  (Rebekah took--s.d.o + d.a. +dgB f.p.n tOdmx 

precious or valuable {why is this  noun  feminine,  there  is  no  other 

feminine in the sentence with which  it  matches,  most  match  it  with 

garments???}  rel  pron--with  her--in  the  household,  indicates  that 

although Esau was married, he either resided  with  them,  which  was  a 

mistake and a violation, or else he kept certain valuable clothes there, 

unlikely)  AND PUT THEM ON JACOB HER YOUNGEST SON.  wc + Hiphil impf wbl 

in Qal to put on clothing, in Hiphil to cause them to be put on, Rebekah 

is calling the shots at every turn--Jacob, her son the small)

VS 16  AND SHE PUT THE SKINS OF  THE  KIDS  ON  HIS  HANDS  AND  ON  THE 

SMOOTH PART OF HIS NECK.  (Hiphil pf wbl--skins of the  goat  kids--prep 

li + his hands, includes wrist as well as any  part  of  the  arm  which 

would be visible--and upon smooth of his--m.p.n rXVj tsawwa'r the neck)

VS 17  SHE ALSO GAVE THE SAVORY FOOD AND THE BREAD, WHICH SHE HAD  MADE, 

TO HER SON JACOB.  (wc + Qal impf nathan--the savory food and the  bread 

--rel pron--Qal pf 'asah--into the hand of Jacob her son)

SUMMARY VS 11-17

1.  It is evident that  Jacob  listened  carefully  to  his  mother  and 

considered the course of action which she proposed.

2.  He did not enter this highly dubious scheme without  thinking  about 

it.

3.  Neither did he mindlessly obey because she was his mother.

4.  He desired the same end  as  his  mother,  the  acquisition  of  the 

blessing.

5.  To the credit of these two, they desire the right thing, and place a 

great deal of emphasis on the spiritual.

6.  To their shame, they resort to the sneakiest  tactics  to  gain  the 

desired end.

7.  Jacob poses a very real possibility, that being that his father  may 

recognize him by the difference in body hair.

8.  He realizes that his father will not take kindly to this  deception, 

and the blessing he desires may be turned into a curse.

9.  Rebekah is so completely sure of  her  course  of  action  that  she 

dismisses his fear as being practically groundless.

10.  She may have fully believed that God was so much for this  that  He 

would not allow anything to foul up the works.

11.  In any case, she recognizes that time is wasting and orders her son 

to get moving.

12.  He performs his required part, killing and cleaning the goats.

13.  He brings them to his mother and she turns them into  a  dish  just 

exactly like she knows Isaac loves.

14.  This would not have been difficult, since she would have known  him 

well after 97 years of marriage.

15.  She then takes the best clothing of Esau  her  oldest  and  dresses 

Isaac in them.

16.  Most agree that Esau was obviously living in the same tent  as  his 

mother and father.

17.  What they don't deal with is that this is a violation  of  doctrine 

on several fronts.

18.  First one a child gets married  he  is  to  leave  his  father  and 

mother, and that certainly  includes  establishing  his  own  household.  

Gen. 2

19.  Secondly, Isaac and Rebekah were aware of the fact  that  Esau  had 

married Canaanite women in antagonism to the POG.

20.  Why did they not enforce the doctrine of separation  on  their  son 

who had demonstrated a total disregard for God's plan???

21.  This is a household where there are serious problems, and the blame 

must be laid squarely at the feet of Isaac.

22.  The man is the  responsible  party  in  the  marriage  and  in  the 

household with the children.

23.  The fact that Isaac's wife was deceitful and not  honest  with  him 

was more than partially his fault.

24.  The fact that a fornicating, profane person like Esau was still  in 

the home, was certainly Isaac's fault.

25.  Failure to deal with the STA's of his wife and son lead us  to  the 

present situation.

26.  A situation in which he is as much to blame as anyone else.

27.  This is not to say that each player is not  responsible  for  their 

own actions, since they are.

28.  But significant failure on the part of Isaac has helped  to  foster 

this unsavory situation.

29.  With such an unsavory situation existing in the  household,  it  is 

truly ironic that Isaac is so concerned with savory food!!!

30.  Rebekah completes her strategy by placing the fresh goat  skins  on 

the areas of Jacob which would be exposed.

31.  Since Isaac will not be able to recognize his son by sight, he will 

have to rely on smell and touch.

32.  Deceit has been prepared in both areas.

33.  Rebekah gives her son all the food she had prepared and  sends  him 

into Isaac to get his blessing.

VS 18  THEN HE CAME T HIS FATHER AND SAID, "MY FATHER."  stfwd   AND  HE 

SAID, "HERE I AM.  WHO ARE YOU, MY SON?"  (and he  said--behold  me--who 

you, my son)

VS 19  AND JACOB SAID TO HIS FATHER, "I AM ESAU YOUR FIRST-BORN; I  HAVE 

DONE AS YOU TOLD ME.  (I manufactured--just as you spoke to me)  GET UP, 

PLEASE, SIT AND EAT OF MY GAME, THAT YOU MAY BLESS ME."  (Qal imperv ,Vq 

+ Xn--Qal imperv emphatic bwy + emphatic Imper lkX--from my  game--rVbiB 

because of or on account of--your soul will bless me)

VS 20  AND ISAAC SAID TO HIS SON,  stfwd  "HOW IS IT THAT  YOU  WERE  SO 

QUICK TO FIND MY SON?'  (interr hz=hm what is this, how do  you  explain 

that--Piel pf rhm to be quick or do something quickly--pref l + Qal  inf 

const Xjm--my son)  AND HE SAID, "BECAUSE THE LORD YOUR GOD CAUSED IT TO 

HAPPEN TO ME."  (conj yk+ YHWH Your Elohiym--Hiph pf hrQ followed by  to 

the faces=caused to meet or caused to come about or befall me)

VS 21  THEN ISAAC SAID TO JACOB, "PLEASE COME CLOSE,  THAT  I  MAY  FEEL 

YOU, MY SON, WHETHER YOU ARE REALLY MY SON ESAU OR NOT."  (Isaac said to 

Jacob--Qal imperv emphatic wgn draw near or approach--Xn--v +  Qal  impf 

wVm 3X, to feel or touch--my son--interr h you this my son Esau, if  no= 

whether you are my son Esau or not)

VS 22  SO JACOB CAME CLOSE TO ISAAC HIS FATHER,  AND  HE  FELT  HIM  AND 

SAID,  stfwd  "THE VOICE IS THE VOICE OF JACOB, BUT THE  HANDS  ARE  THE 

HANDS OF ESAU."  (the voice, voice of Jacob--v +  the  hands,  hands  of 

Esau)

VS 23  AND HE DID NOT RECOGNIZE HIM, BECAUSE HIS HANDS WERE  HAIRY  LIKE 

HIS BROTHER ESAU'S HANDS;  (v + neg Xl + Hiphil pf rkn not used in  Qal, 

to inspect or look over in order to recognize something,  in  Hiphil  to 

recognize or acknowledge after inspection--conj yK  explanatory--Qal  pf 

hayah--his hands were like hands of Esau his brother--adj.f.p ryiw hairy 

SO HIS BLESSED HIM.  wc + Piel impf barakh

VS 24  AND HE SAID, "ARE YOU REALLY MY SON ESAU?'  AND HE SAID, "I AM."

(you--this--my son, Esau--and he said--pers pron I, supply am)

VS 25  SO HE SAID, "BRING IT TO ME, AND LET ME EAT OF  MY  SONS'S  GAME, 

IN ORDER THAT I MAY BLESS YOU."  (wc +  Qal  impf  'amar--Hiphil  imperv 

emphatic wgn you cause to come before  me=bring--to  me--v  +  Qal  impf 

cohort. lkX--from game of my son--prep ]iml to the end  that,  in  order 

that--my soul--Piel impf frB)  AND HE BROUGHT IT TO HIM, AND HE ATE;  HE 

ALSO BROUGHT HIM WINE AND HE DRANK.  stfwd

SUMMARY VS 18-25

1.  With the plan of Rebekah complete, Jacob goes to the tent where  his 

father lies, with the food and some wine.

2.  Dressed as Esau, and covered with goat skins,  he  daringly  embarks 

upon his mother's plan.

3.  When he comes in, he addresses his father, who  must  have  had  his 

suspicions aroused immediately.

4.  The sound of the voice did not seem to be what he  anticipated,  and 

the speed with which he brought the food was not  consistent  with  what 

Jacob had experienced in the past.

5.  Isaac immediately asks who it is, indicating his suspicion.

6.  Jacob lies to his father and claims to be Esau.

7.  He lies again claiming to do exactly as he had been instructed.

8.  He lies a third time as he claims the goat stew  of  Rebekah  to  be 

wild game he has caught and prepared.

9.  He immediately seeks  to  get  his  father  moving,  since  time  is 

obviously of the essence in his plan.

10.  The longer he had to be in the tent with  Isaac,  the  more  chance 

there was of being recognized.

11.  Beyond that, Esau could return at any time.

12.  Isaac asks how it is that he could have caught  and  prepared  this 

dinner so quickly.

13.  The fourth lie is most notable in that he brings  God's  name  into 

his deception.

14.  Likely he said what he figured Esau the unbeliever would say as  he 

sought to ingratiate himself with his father.

15.  Esau, like Laban, Lot and other despicable types  often  use  God's 

name as a front for their deceit and a cover  for  their  own  spiritual 

lack.

16.  Isaac's doubt still persists, although surely Jacob sought to mimic 

the voice and speech patterns of his brother Esau.

17.  He does not rely on his ears, but instead asks Jacob to come  close 

to him, so that he can touch him.

18.  This has been anticipated by Rebekah and Isaac will be deceived  by 

his sense of touch.

19.  Surely Jacob is frightened of exposure, yet he must  continue  upon 

the course he has chosen, otherwise detection is certain.

20.  Isaac feels the goat skins, and is  convinced  that  this  must  be 

Esau.

21.  He still is perplexed to some degree since  the  voice  pattern  he 

thinks belongs to Jacob.

22.  He is sure that a man cannot change his skin from smooth to  hairy, 

or vice versa, and so stifles what misgivings he still had.

23.  No doubt the voices of the twins were similar, and no  doubt  after 

77 years he had confused them before.

24.  But convinced by the skins and the appearance in his tent with  the 

requested game, he cannot see how this could not be Esau.

25.  He asks him again quite pointedly if he is really his son Esau.

26.  Jacob lies the fifth time and states that he is Esau.

27.  One may wonder how someone could persist in  these  flagrant  lies, 

but this is accounted for by the following;

    a.  His own belief in the justice of his cause.

    b.  His ownership of the birthright, which Esau sold him.

    c.  His mother's staunch support in this endeavor.

    d.  His fear of detection and receipt of a curse instead.

28.  The statement at the end of vs 23 is typical of the style of Moses, 

who tells you about an event and then supplies the desired details.

29.  Isaac eats the meal, noticing nothing out of line  and  drinks  the 

wine which Jacob brought with him.

30.  He relies on his taste buds and sense of touch, to make  sure  that 

he is blessing Esau his son.

31.  The physical senses betrayed him, his sense  of  hearing  providing 

the truth of the matter.

32.  Isaac was truly a man who had been proceeding  in  his  plan  based 

solely on physical criteria, ignoring the spiritual.

33.  Esau was his choice from the physical, human viewpoint, standpoint.

34.  Jacob was God's choice based on positive volition.

35.  This is a perfect example of how the plan of  God  is  advanced  no 

matter what men may do.

36.  Every player in this drama is in the wrong, yet God's plan is still 

fulfilled.

37.  They will all reap the discipline and misery for their actions, yet 

God's plan moves on.

38.  Rebekah will lose her favorite son, Jacob, and that permanently.

39.  Jacob will lose the family he has just been promoted  to  the  head 

of.

40.  Esau loses all, since he rejects God's plan in time and eternity.

41.  Isaac reaps the harvest of misery, as he finds out his  family  has 

deceived him, and his favorite Esau is rejected by God.

42.  So while the plan of God will move on no matter what  men  may  do, 

disobedience and STA activity still have their reward.  Rom. 6:23

43.  Isaac wanted the right thing for the wrong person.

44.  Rebekah and Jacob wanted the right thing, but pursued it under  the 

STA, the wrong way.

45.  Esau only wanted the blessing for the temporal physical  advantages 

it could provide, but despised anything spiritual.

46.  As a believer you should evaluate what you consider to be important 

and make certain the you have the right priorities.

47.  Beyond that, you should be sure to pursue the plan of God for  your 

life by His rules, not under the STA, which so  easily  deceives.   Heb. 

12:1

VS 26  THEN HIS FATHER ISAAC SAID TO HIM, "PLEASE COME  CLOSE  AND  KISS 

ME, MY SON."  (and his father Isaac said to him--Qal imperv emphatic wgn 

+ Xn--v + Qal imperv emphatic  qwn  to  join  together,  to  demonstrate 

fidelity and submission, hence is used of the physical act of  kissing-- 

pref l + 1cs--my son)

VS 27  SO HE CAME CLOSE AND KISSED HIM;  stfwd  AND WHEN HE SMELLED  THE 

SMELL OF HIS GARMENTS, HE BLESSED HIM AND SAID,  stfwd  

    "SEE, THE SMELL OF MY SON (Qal imperv hXr)

    IS LIKE THE SMELL OF A FIELD  (like smell of a field)

    WHICH YHWH HAS BLESSED:  (rel pron--YHWH--Piel pf frB + 3ms suff)

VS 28  NOW MY GOD GIVE TO YOU  (The Elohiym--may he give to you)

       FROM THE DEW OF HEAVEN  (pref M + lu dew of the heavens)

       AND FROM THE FATNESS  OF  THE  EARTH   (pref  m  +  ]mw  fatness, 

        richness, prosperity, well being--of the earth)

       AND AN ABUNDANCE  OF  GRAIN  AND  NEW  WINE;   (br  multitude  or 

        abundance--m.s.n  ]gD  corn  or  grain--v  +  wOryT  new   wine, 

        can be alcoholic in nature, like Beaujolais nouveau)

VS 29  MAY PEOPLES SERVE YOU,  (m.p.n ,i single people or sometimes used 

        of common people as opp. to Royalty--Qal impf dbi)

       AND NATIONS BOW DOWN TO YOU  (m.p.n  ,Xl  nations--to  you--Hith. 

        hxw bow themselves)

       BE MASTER OF YOUR BROTHERS  (Qal imperv hvh not hayah, this word= 

        to live or exist--m.s.n rybG lord or master--of  your  brothers, 

        does he have more than one?)

       AND MAY YOUR MOTHERS SONS BOW DOWN TO YOU.  (sons of your  mother 

        --Hith. impf shachah--to you)

       CURSED BE THOSE WHO CURSE YOU  (Qal pass part rrX being  cursed-- 

        Qal act part 'arar)

       AND BLESSED BE THOSE WHO BLESS YOU."  (Qal  pass  part  frB--Piel 

        part barak)

SUMMARY VS 26-29

1.  After he has eaten the food which  Jacob  brought  him,  Isaac  once 

again calls his son to his side.

2.  He requests a display of submission  and  affection  from  his  son, 

with which Jacob readily complies.

3.  Isaac smells the smell of Esau's clothing, which seems to present  a 

scene in the mind of Isaac.

4.  From his memory of the outdoors, brought on by  the  smells  of  the 

field, he launches into the patriarchal blessing.

5.  The language here  is  somewhat  more  exalted  than  common  prose, 

approaching poetry, and recorded in a poetic format.

6.  The blessing is more than just the wishes of a father for  his  son, 

but carry a prophetic note, also.

7.  In other words, this is to some degree a summary  of  what  God  has 

planned for the one being blessed.

8.  Of course Isaac thinks that it is Esau.

9.  The smell of the field brings to mind the blessing of  the  Lord  on 

nature, who displays his goodness in a multitude of ways.

10.  The first part of the blessing consists of the promise of  physical 

blessing related to the production of nature.

11.  Isaac recognizes that behind the great cycles of nature,  which  is 

no mere force, lies the hand of the omnipotent God.

12.  All good things which come from agriculture and  the  fertile  soil 

are attributed to their ultimate source, the true God.

13.  God controls the weather, and the blessings  which  the  earth  can 

produce.  Gen. 4:2,11-12

14.  He is responsible for the moisture or lack thereof.  Lev.  26:19ff; 

Job 36:24-28

15.  He controls the devastating aspects of the weather, such  as  hail, 

lightning, and violent winds, which He uses to judge those  He  desires.  

Job 36:30-33, 37:9-13; Ps. 78:47-48: Jere. 51:15-16

16.  Isaac desires and pronounces upon his son the best of God's work in 

nature.

17.  He blesses him with the dew of heaven, which  is  necessary  during 

the dry season.

18.  The fatness of the earth refers to the fertility of the soil, which 

coupled with abundant moisture would guarantee abundant production.

19.  The results would be blessing in the realm of  grain,  which  is  a 

staple of life, and wine which is a luxury.

20.  The plan of God for the believer is not merely for him to get by in 

this life with a minimum, but to have life, and life abundantly.

21.  vs 29 is comprised of the desire of Isaac for  the  superiority  of 

his son to all others, with whom he comes in contact.

22.  These political blessings involve his relations with outsiders  and 

those within the family.

23.  Serve and bow down indicates the position of authority, not one  of 

a servile person or nation.

24.  This blessing clearly goes beyond just the life and time  of  Jacob 

and looks toward the future and the nation Israel.

25.  Not only are they to rule over kindred tribes, but foreign  nations 

are to become subservient to them as well.

26.  This was fulfilled to some extent during the age of Israel  at  the 

conquest, and during the lives of Saul, David and Solomon.

27.  The final and greatest fulfillment of this will  occur  during  the 

Millennium, with the greater son of Isaac ruling the  nations  from  His 

capital, Jerusalem.

28.  During this time Israel will become the pre-eminent nation  on  the 

planet.

29.  Israel during the Millennium:

    a.  Will be finally and permanently restored to the land of  Canaan, 

        in spite of  international  opposition.   Isa.  11:11-13;  Jere. 

        16:14-18; 23:4-8;  31:7-14,  37:1-14,21-22;  Hosea  6:1-3;  Amos 

        9:14ff

    b.  The believing remnant will be restored and forgiven,  while  the 

        negative will be purged.  Isa.  30:18-22;  Ezk.  36:24-29;  Ezk. 

        20:33-38, 34:17-22; Zeph. 1:2-6,12

    c.  The reproach will be removed and her enemies will  be  no  more.  

        Isa. 54:4-8; Isa. 41:10-16; Jere. 51:24-26

    d.  The nation will enjoy unprecedented prosperity.  Isa.  60;  Ezk. 

        34:25-31, 36:33ff; Joel 2:21-27, 3:18

    e.  There will be a tremendous population  explosion,  resulting  in 

       the  Jews being "like the  sand  of  the  sea".   Isa.  49:14-21, 

       54:1-3;  Ezk. 36:11,37-38

    f.  Their land will be  expanded,  and  divided  among  the  tribes.  

        Ezk. 47:13ff

30.  Isaac now turns to the  long  standing  dispute  between  Esau  and 

Jacob, which he thinks to be resolving in favor of Esau.

31.  This dispute has become a bone  of  contention  between  Isaac  and 

Rebekah, due to his rejection of the prophecy.

32.  He commands that Jacob become  a  master  of  his  brothers,  which 

includes Esau and those descended from him.

33.  The phrase "your mother's sons" is derogatory both to  Rebekah  and 

to her favorite Jacob.

34.  He is resolving the dispute, but not in the manner he supposes!!!!

35.  The final element of the blessing is the anti-Semitism  portion  of 

the Abrahamic covenant.

36.  His desire, as well as God's, is that each and every one who curses 

Jacob, will himself be cursed.

37.  And each and every one who blesses Jacob will himself be blessed by 

God.

38.  While Isaac has set himself against the revealed plan  of  God  for 

his sons, this does not frustrate the purpose of God.

39.  In  his  blindness,  (his  physical  blindness  may  have  been  an 

expression of his spiritual blindness) he inadvertently  lines  up  with 

the plan and purpose of God.

VS 30  NOW IT CAME ABOUT, AS SOON AS ISAAC HAD FINISHED BLESSING  JACOB,  

(wc + Qal impf hayah--rwXK just as--Isaac--Piel pf hlK to  be  complete, 

come to an end, to finish, to cease--pref l +  Piel  inf  const  barak-- 

s.d.o + Jacob)  AND JACOB HAD HARDLY GONE OUT FROM THE PRESENCE OF ISAAC 

HIS FATHER, THAT ESAU HIS BROTHER CAME IN FROM  HIS  HUNTING.   (adv  fX 

only, only now, just now, scarcely--Qal inf abs + Qal perf Xjy going out 

he went out, he was surely in a hurry--from faces of Isaac his  father-- 

and Esau his brother came from his hunting, ie returned)

VS 31  THEN HE ALSO MADE SAVORY FOOD, AND  BROUGHT  IT  TO  HIS  FATHER;  

(adv. ,G also or indeed--pres pron + Qal impf 'asah, he himself  made--a 

tasty dish--wc + Hiphil impf XOB--to his father)  AND  HE  SAID  TO  HIS 

FATHER,  stfwd  "LET MY FATHER ARISE, AND EAT OF HIS  SON'S  FAME,  THAT 

YOU MAY BLESS ME."  (Qal impf jussive force ,Vq +  my  father--v  +  Qal 

impf jussive 'akhal--from game  of  his  son--rVbiB  because  of  or  on 

account of--your soul will bless me)

VS 32  AND ISAAC HIS FATHER SAID TO HIM, "WHO ARE YOU?"  stfwd   AND  HE 

SAID, "I AM  YOUR  SON,  YOUR  FIRSTBORN,  ESAU."   (I  your  son,  your 

firstborn, Esau)

VS 33  THEN ISAAC TREMBLED VIOLENTLY, AND SAID, "WHO WAS  HE  THEN  THAT 

HUNTED GAME AND BROUGHT IT TO ME,  (Isaac--wc + Qal  impf  drx  23X,  to 

quake or tremble, to move or shake, most occurrences refer  to  physical 

agitation brought about by emotion, usually fear or  fright--f.s.n  hdrx 

9X, primarily describes human trembling before some strange or  fearsome 

event, even to the point of panic--adj lOdG great--prep di as  far  as-- 

adv dXm exceedingly, Isaac is a basket case at this point, as he finally 

recognizes his own stupidity and blindness in regard to his  son(s)--and 

he said--interr ym + part. OpX properly here, or of time, now used as  a 

postpositve particle, giving emphasis to the preceding word--pers pron + 

d.a. + Qal act part the one hunting--game--wc + Hiphil impf bo'--to me

SO THAT I ATE ALL BEFORE YOU CAME, AND BLESSED  HIM?   (wc  +  Qal  impf 

'akhal--pref m + kol--,ruB before--Qal impf bo'--wc + Piel impf barak)

YES, AND BLESSED HE WILL BECOME."  (adv. gam, indeed or  even--Qal  pass 

part barak--Qal impf hayah)

SUMMARY VS 30-33

1.  Isaac had no sooner finished pronouncing the blessing of  vs  27-29, 

when Jacob made a hasty exit.

2.  Fearing detection, he did not waste any time in getting out  of  the 

tent.

3.  His fears were not groundless, as we observe the return of Esau from 

his hunting expedition.

4.  He sets about cleaning his game, and cooking it into the  delectable 

food which commended him to his father.

5.  He comes in and urges his father to get up and eat what he has asked 

for, so that Esau can receive the desired blessing.

6.  Esau has no spiritual desires, so his desire for this blessing  must 

be merely a carnal desire to advance himself.

7.  His manner is not as rushed  or  hasty  as  Jacob's  had  been,  for 

obvious reasons.  Jacob used imperatives, Esau imperfects  with  jussive 

force.

8.  Isaac is taken totally by surprise by this event, since  he  thought 

he had just taken care of this matter.

9.  He must have wondered if someone was playing a joke on him, as  they 

announced that they were Esau.

10.  Esau is very emphatic in describing himself, as  Isaac's  son,  his 

firstborn, even giving his name.

11.  Esau must have been wondering if his  father  had  lost  his  mind, 

asking him who he was, having done all this at his father's bidding.

12.  The reality of the situation hit Isaac  first,  and  his  momentary 

confusion was replaced by fear, bordering on anxiety and panic.

13.  He was so scared that physically he could not contain himself.

14.  The Hebrew is quite graphic when it  says,  "he  trembled  a  great 

trembling, even to exceeding proportions."

15.  Isaac realizes that someone has played a cruel trick  on  him,  and 

that someone was God.

16.  He had intentionally blinded himself to the  WOG,  which  had  been 

given to him before the birth of the boys.

17.  He allowed his mere personal favoritism to rule over his  spiritual 

sense, and had favored Esau all his life.

18.  In spite of the obvious facts that he was not a believer,  and  was 

not at all desirious of spiritual things.

19.  We know that his  violation  of  the  doctrine  of  separation  had 

bothered Isaac and Rebekah, but Isaac just overlooked it.

20.  He rationalized that the problem could not really be with his  son, 

Esau, it must lie somewhere else.

21.  He demonstrates here that if a person  is  intentionally  blind  to 

something, they can blot out any failure or shortcoming which surfaces.

22.  The problem can't lie with their favorite, it must be something  or 

someone else.

23.  This is so dangerous in a family, that if it is not dealt with, the 

family may eventually be devastated.

24.  The conflicts which Isaac and Rebekah had over the  years  were  in 

large part due to his rejection of the principle of  doctrine,  and  his 

coddling of Esau.

25.  God at this point completely pulls the carpet out  from  under  him 

and turns  the  light  full  force  on  his  intentional  rejection  and 

stupidity.

26.  The results are devastating to Isaac's frame of mind.

27.  He finally recognizes that Esau is the problem, not all the  others 

around the house.

28.  He sees his stubborn refusal to accept the truth in  all  its  ugly 

reality.

29.  Keep in mind that he had been warned about this repeatedly, by  God 

and likely by Rebekah.

30.  Some parents just do not want to deal with the fact that  they  are 

not impartial toward their children.

31.  They want to blame  the  problems,  which  constantly  surface,  on 

anyone or anything else.

32.  This is something every parent must  constantly  pray  about  which 

they must exercise intellectual honesty.

33.  They must pray for God to keep them truly appraised of where  there 

children are and what they are doing, especially spiritually.

34.  All children will test the limits and  resolve  of  the  parent  in 

regard to what they can get away with.

35.  Mother and father must present a united front and whip the STA into 

line, no matter how hard it may be.

36.  Parents cannot afford to give up, since allowing the child  to  run 

with the STA will eventually destroy them,  and  humiliate  the  family.  

Prov. 29:1,15

37.  God forces Isaac to see exactly how wrong he has been  in  favoring 

Esau, and makes him come to grips with his folly.

38.  This is the moment of truth for Isaac, who to his  credit,  finally 

sees and acknowledges that he has been wrong.

39.  He knows the blessing was not  some  merely  human  wish,  but  was 

binding before God.

40.  He states that Jacob is the one who will be blessed,  and  that  is 

irrevocable.

41.  The question regarding who had come in and  received  the  blessing 

was answered in both their minds, almost before it was uttered.

42.  I see this as the final hurdle for Isaac in terms of maturity,  and 

Hebrews cites this event as his great application.  Heb. 11:20

43.  His blindness in this one area,  held  him  back  spiritually,  but 

since he was positive, God had to crush his rebellion.

44.  If you desire to fully grow up spiritually, you must be willing  to 

check every principle, and for some there  is  one  particular  doctrine 

which they wrestle with for years.

45.  Continued rejection of that  doctrine  will  bring  discipline  and 

misery in time, and retard spiritual growth.

46.  However if you are truly positive and desire to make the MAJG,  God 

will cut off the offending limb if necessary.  Matt. 18:7-9

47.  The grief and pain is far less if you deal with your own STA and do 

not force God to do it.  ICor. 11:27-32

VS 34  AFTER ESAU HEARD THE WORDS OF HIS FATHER, HE CRIED  OUT  WITH  AN 

EXCEEDINGLY GREAT AND BITTER CRY,  (pref k + Qal inf  const  imw--Esau-- 

words of his father--wc + Qal impf qij to raise the voice and scream  or 

cry out, usually under some distress of some sort--f.s.n hqij a loud cry 

or outcry--adj.f.s  lOdg + v + hrm great  and  bitter,  sad,  plaintive, 

sorrowful, designed to arouse pity--adv di dXm exceedingly, for  a  long 

duration)  AND SAID TO HIS FATHER, "BLESS ME, EVEN ME, MY FATHER!"   (he 

said to his father--Piel imperv barak--adv gam=also or even--pers pron-- 

my father)

VS 35  AND HE SAID,  "YOUR  BROTHER  CAME  DECEITFULLY,  AND  TOOK  YOUR 

BLESSING."  (and he said--your brother came--pref b + n.f.s hmrm  fraud, 

deceit--wc + Qal impf laqach--your blessing)

VS 36  THEN HE SAID,  "IS  HE  NOT  RIGHTLY  NAMED  JACOB,  FOR  HE  HAS 

SUPPLANTED ME THESE TWO TIMES?  (and he said--h interrog + yk=is it true 

that--his name is called Jacob, supplanter, one who trips up another  by 

the heel, using treachery, etc--wc + Qal impf bqi to come up from behind 

and grab the heel, to circumvent, to defraud--this two times)   HE  TOOK 

AWAY MY BIRTHRIGHT, AND NOW LOOK, HE HAS TAKEN AWAY MY BLESSING."   (Qal 

pf laqach--s.d.o + hrkB this word leads off the clause for emphasis--v + 

hinneh + hTi and now look--Qal pf laqach--hkrB)  AND HE SAID, "HAVE  YOU 

NOT RESERVED A BLESSING FOR ME?"  (and he said--h interr--neg Xl  +  Qal 

pf ljX to join or connect  together,  when  followed  by  l  to  reserve 

something for someone--for me a blessing)

SUMMARY VS 34-36

1.  In vs 33 Isaac stated clearly that the blessing was not about to  be 

revoked, since it involved more than just a father's wishes for his son.

2.  Because the blessing contained a Divine element,  it  could  not  be 

capriciously given or withdrawn.

3.  Esau understood what Isaac was saying, and now attempts to sway  him 

and get his way.

4.  Esau is a type of person who wants the blessings of the POG  without 

the necessary spiritual disciplines.

5.  He is a negative unbeliever who would like to go to Heaven but  does 

not want to comply with faith in Christ.

6.  The lights have come on for Isaac, and  he  now  clearly  recognizes 

that Esau has totally despised his spiritual heritage.

7.  After Esau hears that Isaac will not recant, he seeks to get his way 

with an emotional outburst.

8.  He has never aspired to anything spiritual before, and now  suddenly 

the blessing of his father is all he wants.

9.  It seems obvious that he did not care for the spiritual  aspects  of 

the plan of God, but desired the blessing  for  the  temporal  blessing, 

promotion and prosperity he thought it would bring.

10.  He knew that he had sworn away the  blessing  when  he  voluntarily 

sold the birthright to Jacob, since both were interrelated.

11.  His lack of self-control and attempt to sway Isaac through tears is 

hardly worthy of a man. 

12.  He begs Isaac to bless him as well, although he  would  have  known 

that  the  blessing  was  reserved  for  the  one  with  the  right   of 

primogeniture.

13.  Isaac admits that Jacob acted in a deceitful fashion, but  this  is 

not sufficient reason to revoke the blessing.

14.  He has recognized that he has been blind and fighting  against  the 

POG for his sons, and is not about to continue.

15.  There was not only a conspiracy on the part of Rebekah  and  Jacob, 

as they attempted to obtain the blessing through fraud,  but  Isaac  and 

Esau were equally involved in attempting to deflect to Esau what God had 

already told them was going to Jacob.

16.  No one in this family is to be commended for their activity and the 

ultimate blame for this mess lies at the feet  of  Isaac,  the  ultimate 

authority.

17.  Esau begins to bad mouth Jacob and makes him out to be  a  criminal 

who has defrauded him of what is rightfully his.

18.  The problem with this is that it was never to be his, and any claim 

he might have had he lost when he sold the birthright.

19.  Jacob did not take his birthright, Esau willingly  gave  it  up  to 

satisfy his immediate hunger.

20.  He states that Jacob has now taken his blessing, but once again the 

blessing and the birthright went hand in hand.

21.  No mention is made of God's plan at all, typical of the spiritually 

blind.

22.  He once again requests that  his  father  pronounce  some  sort  of 

blessing on him.

23.  The final word on this scene is recorded in Hebrews 12:16-17

    a.  Esau was a promiscuous person with no regard for DI #2.

    b.  He opted for physical gratification outside of marriage.

    c.  He pursued many women, and did not acclimate to monogamy.

    d.  He was a profane person, one who is cosmic in their  orientation 

        and has no appreciation for spiritual principles.

    e.  He demonstrated his utter disregard of the spiritual heritage of 

        his family in the sale of his birthright.

    f.  He willingly traded away his spiritual future for a single meal.

    g.  This is the height of self gratification and self indulgence.

    h.  When he desired the blessing, he regretted the sale of the birth 

        right.

    i.  Because he had rejected the plan of  God  and  demonstrated  his 

        disregard, God had rejected him.

    j.  Isaac realized that God had rejected him, and so Isaac lined  up 

        with the Divine viewpoint (finally) and rejected Esau's pleas.

    k.  Esau sought to get Isaac to change his mind  and  give  him  the 

        blessing via an outburst of tears.

24.  The application to believers is obvious, do not fritter  away  your 

spiritual heritage and doctrinal background for immediate gratification.

25.  The believer can fritter away his SG3 through pursuits  of  fleshly 

gratification in the here and now.

26.  The Hebrew believers were in danger of renouncing  Christianity  in 

order to alleviate their persecutions.

27.  One can give into the flesh and pursue temporal satisfaction to the 

point where SG3 goes by the wayside.

28.  You may want to inherit later, but the time will be  past  to  make 

the necessary applications.

29.  Believers can trade their SG3 rewards for:

    a.  A job.

    b.  Wrong man/wrong woman

    c.  Money.

    d.  Sexual satisfaction.

    e.  Momentary peace with the cosmos via compromise.

30.  Esau is cited as a warning to believers not to compromise  doctrine 

in order to gratify the STA.

VS 37  BUT ISAAC ANSWERED AND SAID TO ESAU, "BEHOLD,  I  HAVE  MADE  HIM 

YOUR MASTER,  (Isaac--wc + Qal impf hni--and said to  Esau--demons  part 

]h--Qal pf ,yw set, put, or put in place, to set up, to make or render-- 

to you--m.s.n rybG lord or master,  emphasizes  power  and  might,  word 

leads off sentence in Hebrew=emphasis)  AND  ALL  HIS  BROTHERS  I  HAVE 

GIVEN HIM AS SERVANTS;  (v + s.d.o + all his brothers--Qal pf nathan--to 

him--pref l + dbi)  AND WITH GRAIN AND NEW WINE I  HAVE  SUSTAINED  HIM.  

(v + m.s.n ]gd corn--v + m.s.n wOryT new wine--Qal pf fmc lit  to  place 

something on something else so that it is supported by  it,  to  uphold, 

sustain, aid)  NOW AS FOR YOU THEN, WHAT CAN I DO, MY SON?"   (v  +  for 

you --OpX of place=here, of time=now, a particle which  draws  attention 

to what immed. precedes it=for you Esau--interr mah--Qal impf  'asah--my 

son

VS 38  AND ESAU SAID TO  HIS  FATHER,  stfwd   "DO  YOU  HAVE  ONLY  ONE 

BLESSING MY FATHER?  (lit one blessing it to you my father)   BLESS  ME, 

ME ALSO, MY FATHER."  (Piel imperv frB--adv ,g also or even--pers pron-- 

my father)  SO ESAU LIFTED UP HIS VOICE AND WEPT.  (so  Esau--wc  +  Qal 

impf Xwn--his voice--wc + Qal impf hkB to flow down in drops, to weep or 

cry)

SUMMARY VS 37-38

1.  Esau, after having realized that he  had  been  disinherited,  tries 

several approaches to get his way.

2.  Esau doggedly kept after his father, since he was  used  to  getting 

his way with Isaac.

3.  While Isaac was aware of Esau's problems, he chose to look the other 

way and allowed Esau to continue on his chosen course.

4.  He did not ever address the  issue  that  Esau  was  an  unbeliever, 

profane, and a fornicator.

5.  He refused to apply the doctrine of separation.  Gen. 26:34-35

6.  Esau knew right well that Isaac was a weak sister when  it  came  to 

him and that he could very likely get his way.

7.  This pattern of giving a child their way leads the child  to  reject 

anyone who will not likewise cave into their demands.

8.  It also leads to favoritism toward the parent who constantly  allows 

the child to call the shots.

9.  As a parent you undermine your mates rightful place  and  authority, 

if you consistently take the side of the child.

10.  Isaac had done this over the years, and even though  he  said  that 

Jacob had received the blessing he was sure he could talk his father out 

of it.

11.  He had talked his way out of many things in the past,  and  he  may 

have figured that this was just another occasion in which  he  could  do 

the same thing.

12.  He first breaks down and cries like a baby  in  order  to  engender 

pity on the part of Isaac as to his sad state.  vs 34

13.  He next blames Jacob for his plight.  vs 36a

14.  He next attempts to place a guilt trip on Isaac  as  if  Isaac  has 

somehow let him down by not blessing him.  vs 36c

15.  What Esau does not realize is that Isaac has given up fighting  God 

on this matter and yielded to His overruling will.

16.  God's directive will was  for  Jacob  to  inherit,  but  under  His 

permissive will he allowed every member of the family to maladjust, esp. 

Isaac.

17.  God finally overruled Isaac and fulfilled His plan,  a  fact  which 

devastated Isaac, and opened his eyes.

18.  For the first time in his life, Isaac now saw the  issues  clearly, 

and he determined to go with the D/VP in the matter.

19.  Doctrine in the soul would strengthen him so that he would not cave 

in to Esau on this point.

20.  Isaac is a man who realized that he had not been  fighting  against 

anyone but God, and so finally capitulates.

21.  He has no more ammunition and refuses to rationalize the facts away 

any longer.

22.  Isaac very clearly states that the blessing and  rulership  of  the 

family had been given to Jacob.

23.  Esau, and any future brothers are destined  to  be  subservient  to 

Jacob.

24.  He has also made provision for his living  grace  by  promising  an 

abundance of corn and new wine.

25.  With the rulership of the family handed down to Jacob  as  well  as 

temporal prosperity, what was left for Esau.

26.  Isaac finally has recognized that this was all Esau was  interested 

in, in the first place.

27.  Esau makes one last pitiful attempt to sway his  father's  resolve, 

but is realizing that he is up against a new problem.

28.  He commands him to bless him as well, and  then  continues  to  cry 

until he can get his way.

29.  What pitiful, juvenile actions from a man of 77.

30.  No recognition is made of the fact that this is all his  fault,  he 

blames everyone around him, not himself for his shortcomings.

31.  As a believer one should deal with their problems and  not  attempt 

to shift the blame to others for one's shortcomings.

32.  Do not rationalize your STA failures by attempting to blame:

    a.  your parents.

    b.  your brothers or sisters

    c.  your boss

    d.  your teacher

    e.  husband or wife

    f.  anyone else

33.  Pitiful attempts to make others pity you  for  problems  which,  in 

fact, you have brought  on  yourself  are  not  worthy  of  an  adjusted 

believer.

34.  Crying, whining, or pouting in attempts to get your way is juvenile 

STA activity which one should identify and eliminate.

VS 39  THEN ISAAC HIS FATHER ANSWERED AND SAID TO HIM,  stfwd   "BEHOLD, 

AWAY FROM THE FERTILITY OF THE EARTH SHALL BE YOUR DWELLING,   (hinneh-- 

pref m=away from--m.p.n  ]mw  fatness,  fruitfulness,  prosperity  which 

comes from the earth, note that it is a plural--of the  earth--Qal  impf 

hayah--m.s.n bwOm dwelling place)  AND AWAY FROM THE DEW OF HEAVEN  FROM 

ABOVE.  (v + pref m + dew of heaven--pref m +  prep  li,  from  upon  or 

above us)

VS 40  AND BY YOUR SWORD YOU SHALL LIVE,  (prep li + your  sword=  upon, 

on account of, by--Qal impf hyx)  AND YOUR BROTHER YOU WILL SERVE;  (v + 

s.d.o + your brother=emphasizing the brother--Qal impf dbi to  labor  or 

do work for another, to serve, to slave for another)  BUT IT SHALL  COME 

ABOUT WHEN YOU BECOME RESTLESS,  (wc + Qal pf hayah--rwXK --Hiphil  impf 

dVr 3X, to wander about to ramble, specially used of  animals  who  have 

been subjugated and break free from the yoke)  THAT YOU WILL  BREAK  HIS 

YOKE FROM YOUR NECK."   (wc  +  Qal  pf  qrP  10X,  to  break  or  break 

off--m.s.n lOi a yoke, fig. or servitude--from upon your neck)

SUMMARY VS 39-40

1.  While Esau was standing before his father  sniveling  like  a  baby, 

Isaac was considering the issues which were now clear to him.

2.  Although all but blind, he  now  saw  clearly  his  foolishness  and 

stubbornness.

3.  He also clearly observed his boys for the the first time, and  bases 

what he says on God's viewpoint.

4.  What can one offer a negative unbeliever in terms of blessing?

5.  Isaac speaks this prophetic blessing, which is  almost  a  curse  in 

terms of what Jacob received.

6.  While Edom and Israel would occupy similar geographic  areas,  their 

terrain would be markedly different.

7.  The predominant impression conveyed by the land of Edom  is  one  of 

bleak, rocky, barrenness, with few places suitable for agriculture.

8.  Some travelers have claimed that they have seen no region  to  equal 

it in barrenness.

9.  Edom is deprived of the blessings which the fertile earth will  give 

to Israel, as well as the necessary moisture to  bring  fruitfulness  to 

the land.

10.  Esau rejects the spiritual heritage of the patriarchs, and  so  the 

temporal blessings which go along with this heritage are not available.

11.  One cannot have the blessing of God on their life, without  loyalty 

to the principles of God.

12.  God does not bless those He hates.  Mal. 1:2-4

13.  Since the descendants of Esau emulated  their  father  spiritually, 

they will receive what God's justice demands.

14.  Esau and his descendants are  relegated  to  a  life  of  continual 

conflict and violence.

15.  To live by the sword will be a necessity, since their land will not 

provide for them.

16.  Certain groups must attempt to use force to get what God has denied 

them, and so are in continual conflict with those around them.

17.  Rather that orient to God's plan, they attempt to  take  what  they 

cannot have, using force to achieve their ends.

18.  Those who live by the sword will perish by  the  sword,  indicating 

that violent people will meet a violent end, God will see to it.   Matt. 

26:52

19.  Historically Esau and his descendants would be subservient to Jacob 

and Israel.

20.  From time to time they would become restless and  attempt  to  cast 

off the yoke of bondage.

21.  From time to time they would be successful, but only temporarily.

22.  The historical relation of Edom to Israel  was  one  of  servitude, 

revolt and reconquest.

23.  The analogy is that of an  animal  in  the  harness,  throwing  the 

harness and running free, only to be captured and subdued again.

24.  Historically, this was fulfilled due to Israel's spiritual weakness 

and attendant DD.

25.  When Israel was spiritually squared away, as  during  the  time  of 

David, Edom was subdued.  IISam. 8:14

26.  Later, during the time of Ahaz, Edom achieved a measure of  freedom 

and success, due to reversionism.  IIKings. 16:1-6

27.  This was repeated on many occasions until John  Hyrcanus  conquered 

Edom completely in about 130BC.

28.  Nevertheless, Herod, an Edomite, ruled over Judea by  the  time  of 

the birth of Christ.  Matt. 2:1

VS 41  SO ESAU BORE A GRUDGE AGAINST JACOB BECAUSE OF THE BLESSING  WITH  

WHICH HIS FATHER HAD BLESSED HIM;  (Esau--wc + Qal impf ,uw 6X,  to  lay 

snares, to follow in a hostile fashion, BDB says to  bear  animosity  or 

hatred toward someone--Jacob--prep li + the blessing  which  his  father 

blessed him)  AND ESAU SAID TO HIMSELF, "THE DAYS  OF  MOURNING  FOR  MY 

FATHER ARE NEAR; THEN I WILL KILL MY BROTHER JACOB."  (and Esau said  in 

his heart--m.p.n ,Oy + m.s.n const. lbX mourning or  sadness,  esp.  for 

one grieving over a death--of my father, objective genitive,  Esau  will 

be mourning for his father, not his father will  be  mourning--Qal  impf 

brq to approach or come near--v + Qal impf cohort grh "let me  murder"-- 

Jacob, my brother)

VS 42  NOW WHEN THE WORDS OF HER ELDER SON ESAU WERE REPORTED T REBEKAH, 

SHE SENT AND CALLED HER YOUNGER SON JACOB,  (s.d.o + words of Esau, here 

son the great--wc + Hophal impf dgn were caused  to  be  made  plain  or 

clear--to Rebekah--wc + Qal impf xlw to send or send out--wc + Qal  impf 

qara'--to Jacob, her son the small)   AND  SAID  TO  HIM,  "BEHOLD  YOUR 

BROTHER ESAU IS CONSOLING HIMSELF CONCERNING YOU, BY  PLANNING  TO  KILL 

YOU."  (wc + Qal impf 'amar--to him--hinneh--Esau your brother--Hithpael 

part. ,xn not used in Qal, primary meaning to lament  or  grieve,  other 

stems like the Piel have a sense of comfort,  or  comforting  one  under 

some grief or stress.  In Hithpael means  here  to  comfort  or  console 

oneself about a matter--pref l + 2ms, to or toward you, concerning you-- 

pref l + Qal inf const grh the thought of  murdering  Jacob  gives  Esau 

great comfort or consolation concerning the  slight  he  thinks  he  has 

received from Jacob's hand)

VS 43  "NOW THEREFORE, MY SON, OBEY MY VOICE, AND ARISE, FLEE TO  HARAN, 

TO MY BROTHER LABAN!  (v + adv hTi now--my son--Qal imperv imw + pref  b 

+ my voice, listen to my voice=obey me--v + Qal imperv  ,Vq--Qal  imperv 

xrB to pass through, or pass over, to flee or run  away--not  translated 

is the pref l + 2ms=for yourself, or for your life--to Laban, my brother 

--Haran + he locale)

VS 44 AND STAY WITH HIM A FEW DAYS, UNTIL YOUR BROTHER'S FURY SUBSIDES,  

(wc + Qal pf bwy to live or reside--with  him--m.p.n  ,ydxX  ,ymy  days, 

ones=a few days--prep di until--rel pron + Qal impf bVw--f.s.n const hmx 

fury, wrath or anger--of your brother)

VS 45  UNTIL YOUR BROTHER'S ANGER AGAINST YOU SUBSIDES, AND  HE  FORGETS 

WHAT YOU DID TO HIM.  (prep di--m.s.n const [X  nose,  used  to  express 

anger due to the change in breathing, hard breathing--of your  brother-- 

pref m + 2ms =from you=until your brothers anger turns  from  you--wc  + 

Qal pf xkw to forget--s.d.o + rel pron=what--you  manufactured  to  him)  

THEN I WILL SEND AND GET YOU FROM THERE.  (wc + Qal pf xlw--wc + Qal  pf 

laqach--from there)  WHY SHOULD I BE BEREAVED OF YOU BOTH IN  ONE  DAY?"  

(hml why--Qal impf lkw to be bereaved of children, to be  childless--adv 

,G also, indeed--two of you--a day, one=in the same day)

SUMMARY VS 41-45

1.  After the hollow "blessing" which Isaac gives to  Esau,  it  becomes 

clear to him that his father will not cave in to him.

2.  He seeks someone to blame for these events, and Jacob  is  the  most 

natural choice.

3.  Notice how those who are negative to doctrine do not  want  to  take 

responsibility for their own actions.

4.  The reason that Esau is now in the position which he  finds  himself 

is to be attributed to his negative volition and rejection of  the  Plan 

of God.

5.  His frustration now turns to a burning hatred for his brother,  whom 

he blames for his problems.

6.  He nourishes and cherishes his hatred, and  mentally  seethes  every 

time he thinks of Jacob.

7.  He turns this hatred over and over in his mind and formulates a plan 

which he thinks will resolve his problems.

8.  He determines to murder Jacob once his father has died.

9.  Isaac has convinced everyone, himself included, that he was  on  his 

death bed, although he will live another 43 years.

10.  He still desires to be in the good grace  of  his  father  and  not 

cause him any unnecessary grief, so he  determines  to  delay  his  plan 

until his death.

11.  There is no way that God will allow Esau to kill Jacob.

12.  He has  promised  Jacob  superiority  and  the  blessing  of  Isaac 

contained a promise of rulership over his brothers.

13.  Esau is not able to keep his hatred and animosity to  himself,  and 

word of his plans go forth from his own mouth.

14.  News quickly reaches Rebekah, who once  again  takes  matters  into 

her own hands.

15.  She did not faith rest the promise of Jacob's  superiority  before, 

and she does not faith rest his safety now.

16.  She is worried and frightened that something  bad  may  befall  her 

darling.

17.  She moves immediately into action and calls Jacob to herself.

18.  She formulates a plan, once again in exceedingly quick fashion.

19.  Rebekah's ability to hear something, run it  through  her  STA  and 

come up with a goofy plan of action is incredible.

20.  She does not focus on the WOG but on her  human  viewpoint  worries 

and fears, and therefore makes horrible plans.

21.  Once again she commands her son to obey her in what she says.

22.  One would think that both of them would realize  that  the  present 

state of affairs has resulted from listening to her great plans.

23.   She  finds  out  that  Esau  is  making  himself  feel  better  by 

formulating a plan to kill Jacob.

24.  Esau is attempting to build his happiness  on  the  demise  of  his 

brother, which death will not make him happy.

25.  She commands Jacob to waste no time, but  to  get  packed  and  get 

ready to leave and go to her fundy relatives.

26.  Her plan is to send him to Laban, and then have  him  return  in  a 

matter of weeks or months when all this talk of murder blows over.

27.  Rebekah and Jacob are now in panic  as  they  anticipate  what  God 

would never allow to happen.

28.  Yet in their minds this is not only a possibility, but a reality.

29.  She had schemed to get the blessing to Jacob and now she schemes to 

save his life.

30.  Neither of these schemes were necessary to the plan of God.

31.  Even though the first one has brought them to this  point  of  fear 

and panic, she proceeds ahead as if God did not exist.

32.  She figures that once Esau gets over this, she can  send  and  have 

Jacob return home.

33.  As it turns out, she will send him away for twenty years and  never 

see her son again.

34.  This is her discipline for failure to apply doctrine and  resorting 

to human viewpoint solutions to life.

35.  She builds her happiness on her son, and her DD  for  this  is  the 

loss of her son.

36.  Parents cannot build their happiness on their  children,  happiness 

must come from BD in the soul.

37.  Happiness  does  not  come  from  the  family,  but  from  resident 

doctrine.

38.  For all her planning and scheming, Rebekah makes a  total  mess  of 

her life and ends up losing that which she considered most dear.

39.  She is disobedient to her husband, deceitful, sneaky and conniving, 

and comes under DD for these actions.

40.  Her final comment recognizes that capital punishment  awaited  Esau 

if he went ahead with the planned murder of Jacob.

41.  The final verse of this chapter really begins the next section, and 

will be treated with chapter 28.

