GENESIS CHAPTER 28

OUTLINE

I.  Dismissal of Jacob.  27:46-28:5

II.  Esau's fleshly attempt to please Isaac.  vs 6-9

III.  Jacob's first vision.  vs 10-17

IV.  Jacob's response to God.  vs 18-22

27:46  NOW REBEKAH SAID TO ISAAC, "I AM TIRED OF LIVING BECAUSE  OF  THE 

DAUGHTERS OF HETH;  (Rebekah--wc + Qal impf 'amar--to Isaac--Qal pf  /Vq 

9X, to be weary of something, to loathe, despise  or  detest  something, 

Gesenius suggests the primary signification to be sick of  something  to 

the point of vomiting.--pref b + adj.m.p  yx--pref  m  +  faces  of  the 

daughters of Heth)  IF JACOB TAKES A WIFE FROM THE  DAUGHTERS  OF  HETH, 

LIKE THESE,  (hypoth ,X--Jacob--Qal act part xql taking, indicates  that 

maybe Jacob is moving in this direction now, the normal  form  would  be 

the imperfect, this is designed to place a sense of urgency on Isaac  to 

make a decision--a wife--from daughters of Heth--pref K + near  demonst)  

FROM THE DAUGHTERS OF THE LAND, WHAT GOOD WILL MY LIFE BE TO ME?"  (from 

daughters of the land, Canaan--hMl for what--to me--life)

VS 1  SO ISAAC CALLED JACOB AND BLESSED HIM AND CHARGED HIM, AND SAID TO 

HIM,  (Isaac--wc + Qal impf qara'--prep 'el + Jacob--wc + Piel impf  frB 

--wc + Piel impf hvj commanded him--and said to him)   "YOU  WILL  NEVER 

TAKE A WIFE FROM THE DAUGHTERS OF CANAAN.  (neg Xl + Qal impf  laqach--a 

wife--from daughters of Canaan)

VS 2  ARISE, GO TO PADDAN-ARAM, TO THE HOUSE OF  BETHUEL  YOUR  MOTHER'S 

FATHER;  (Qal imperv ,Vq--Qal imperv halakh--,rX ]DP the field or  plain 

or Aram, most id Aram as a title for  Syria.   This  must  be  what  the 

region of Haran was known as, since it is clear from vs 10 that is where 

Jacob goes--to house of Bethuel--father of your mother)  AND FROM  THERE 

TAKE TO YOURSELF A WIFE  FROM  THE  DAUGHTERS  OF  LABAN  YOUR  MOTHER'S 

BROTHER.  (from there--Qal imperv laqach--to or for  yourself--a  wife-- 

from daughters of Laban--brother of your mother)

VS 3  AND MAY GOD ALMIGHTY BLESS YOU AND MAKE YOU FRUITFUL AND  MULTIPLY 

YOU THAT YOU WILL BECOME  A COMPANY OF PEOPLES.  (v +  yDw  lX  used  in 

17:1 and now when speaking in terms of the blessing  of  Abraham,  Isaac 

uses the vocabulary God Himself had used, The  many  breasted  God--Piel 

impf barak --v + Hiphil impf hrP to bear, when used of humans  means  to 

be fruitful, or bear many young--v + Hiphil impf hbr  to  make  many  or 

numerous--wc + Qal pf hyh and you will become--pref l + m.s.n.const  lhq 

a congregation or assembly--of peoples)

VS 4  MAY HE ALSO GIVE YOU THE BLESSING OF ABRAHAM, TO YOU AND  TO  YOUR 

DESCENDANTS WITH YOU;  (v + Qal impf nathan--to you--blessing of Abraham 

--to you and to your seed)  TO POSSESS THE  LAND  OF  YOUR  SOJOURNINGS, 

WHICH GOD GAVE TO ABRAHAM."  (pref l + Qal inf const wry to take or take 

possession of, to occupy, esp. to take it by force--land of--m.p.n  rVgm 

sojournings, wanderings, temporary places of stay--which--Qal pf  nathan 

--Elohiym--to Abraham)

VS 5  THEN ISAAC SENT JACOB AWAY, AND HE WENT TO PADDAN-ARAM  TO  LABAN, 

SON OF BETHUEL THE ARAMEAN, THE BROTHER OF REBEKAH, THE MOTHER OF  JACOB 

AND ESAU.  stfwd

SUMMARY VS 27:46-28:5

1.  Having formulated her plan and commanded Jacob to cooperate, Rebekah 

once again begins to manipulate Isaac to get her way.

2.  She approaches Isaac, thinking that if she does not get  Jacob  away 

from the house, Esau will kill him.

3.  She attempts to present things in such a way as to make Isaac  think 

that the plan to send Jacob away is his.

4.  There was very likely some truth in her statement about  the  misery 

she endured due to Esau's negative wives.

5.  She also knew that this was a point  of  contention  with  Isaac  as 

well.

6.  She allowed her relatives to make her life miserable, since she  was 

more focused on what was going on around her than on BD.

7.  While some lupe is inevitable if your son is an Esau, one  does  not 

have to allow their relatives to make their life miserable.

8.  Rebekah is a woman who builds her happiness on her children, and not 

on the principles of doctrine.

9.  She is miserable and attempts to manipulate things in such a way  as 

to ensure her happiness.

10.  She never enjoys any happiness, since she allows  her  children  to 

hold her back spiritually.

11.  We have observed how Isaac, with his blind  loyalty  to  Esau,  was 

spiritually hobbled.

12.  We now observe the same in Rebekah, as she once again  attempts  to 

dictate policy in the home, albeit in an underhanded fashion.

13.  Isaac was not really able to deal with  the  problems  of  Rebekah, 

since he himself was guilty in the same area.

14.  The man of the family will ultimately be evaluated  as  to  how  he 

handled the family, so every man should pray for wisdom and for  God  to 

help him deal with his STA.

15.  Failure to acknowledge and deal with your own STA  will  ultimately 

have an effect on your wife, and your children.

16.  Men should pray for God to reveal any blind spots in their thinking 

in order to be of the fullest value to their family.

17.  Isaac once again falls for this and "decides" to send Jacob to  his 

wife's relatives.

18.  He issues a permanent prohibition from marrying Canaanites.

19.  He commands Jacob to pack and go to Rebekah's family in Haran.

20.  He is to look for a wife there, particularly among  the  daughter's 

of Laban, her brother.

21.  Isaac is basically sending Jacob off to  the  place  where  Abraham 

would never have sent his son.

22.  Abraham recognized that Isaac would not have made it spiritually if 

he lived among the religious reversionists in Haran.

23.  This demonstrates Isaac's lack of doctrinal understanding, since it 

is not merely good enough to wish well for your children,  a  parent  is 

responsible to provide doctrine  and  guidance  as  long  as  they  will 

listen.

24.  Isaac then pronounces a parting wish and blessing upon Jacob, using 

the name of God from Gen. 17:1.

25.  This is completely in line with the fact that he is passing  on  to 

him the blessing of Abraham.

26.  Isaac does recognize  that  at  some  point  along  the  line  some 

descendant in their line must have more than one son.

27.  Abraham was promised innumerable descendants,  and  this  will  not 

occur if each generation is only one in number.

28.  This parting benediction has a bit  of  a  prophetic  character  as 

Jacob will indeed end up as a great company of peoples.

29.  After his focus on sexual prosperity  and  greater  numbers,  Isaac 

turns to the one item of the covenant which many people  would  require, 

that being land.

30.  Isaac now fully recognizes and communicates that Jacob will be  the 

recipient of the full blessing, not Esau.

31.  vs 5 in a formal  fashion  records  Jacob's  obedience  in  precise 

detail.

32.  Rebekah may have thought her diplomatic victory complete, but  this 

was the last time she would ever see her son.

33.  She did not commit her plans to the Lord, but forged ahead, sure of 

her own ability to plan and execute her plan.

34.  Psalm 37 provides insight into how  the  adjusted  believer  should 

operate.  Ps. 37:1-11

35.  The truly sad thing is that Jacob's parents have not  equipped  him 

in any way to deal with the situation into which they are sending him.

VS 6  NOW ESAU SAW THAT ISAAC HAD BLESSED JACOB AND  SENT  HIM  AWAY  TO 

PADDAN-ARAM, TO TAKE TO HIMSELF A WIFE FROM THERE,  (Esau--wc +  Qal  pf 

--hXr--conj. yK+ Isaac--Piel pf barakh--s.d.o + Jacob--wc + Piel pf  xlw 

lit. will send, expressed in terms of future, since  it  occurred  after 

the blessing--him--to paddan aram--pref l + Qal inf const laqach--to him 

or for himself--a wife--from there)  WHEN HE BLESSED HIM HE SAW THAT  HE 

COMMANDED HIM, SAYING, "YOU SHALL NEVER TAKE A WIFE FROM  THE  DAUGHTERS 

OF CANAAN."  (pref b + Qal inf const barakh--wc + Piel impf hvj he  gave 

a command--to him--saying--neg Xl +  Qal  impf  laqach,  permanent  pro- 

hibition--a wife--from daughters of Canaan

VS 7  AND THAT JACOB HAD LISTENED TO HIS FATHER AND HIS MOTHER  AND  HAD 

GONE TO PADDAN-ARAM.  (Jacob--wc + Qal impf imw--to his father--v + prep 

lX + his mother--wc + Qal impf halakh--to paddan aram)

VS 8  THEN ESAU FIGURED OUT THAT THE DAUGHTERS OF CANAAN DISPLEASED  HIS 

FATHER, ISAAC;  (Esau--wc + Qal impf hXr first use  of  ra'ah  in  vs  6 

means to observe, here it has the sense of figuring  something  out,  or 

beginning to understand something--conj kiy + daughters of  Canaan--adj. 

f.p. ir evil or bad, odious or displeasing--in the eyes  of  Isaac,  his 

father)

VS 9  THEN ESAU WENT TO ISHMAEL, AND MARRIED MAHALATH, THE  DAUGHTER  OF 

ISHMAEL, ABRAHAM'S SON, THE SISTER OF NEBAIOTH BESIDES THE  WIVES  WHICH 

HE HAD.  (Esau--wc +  Qal  impf  halakh--to  Ishmael,  actually  to  his 

relatives, since Ishmael had died some 14 years previous--wc + Qal  impf 

laqach + pref l + hWX--tlxm daughter of Ishmael--son of Abraham--prep li 

+ f.p.n ,ywn women--to him)

SUMMARY VS 6-9

1.  Esau was either present during the talk which Isaac had with  Jacob, 

or had somehow been made aware of what was said.

2.  From the entire conversation, Esau only figured out that  Isaac  was 

not impressed with the Canaanite women.

3.  He was unable to sway Isaac at all before with his tears, but it  is 

evident from this passage that he did not give up seeking  to  sway  his 

father's opinion and somehow get back into his good graces.

4.  Esau not only was aware of what was said, he observed the fact  that 

Jacob was obedient to his father and his mother.

5.  From this he embarks on a plan which he hopes will regain the  favor 

he has lost.

6.  Being an unbeliever he merely acts from what he  can  perceive  with 

his senses and figure out with his human intelligence.

7.  He reads no religious or spiritual significance into the  fact  that 

the parents do not wish their son to marry a Canaanite.

8.  The issue in marriage is always spiritual, but Esau has no  capacity 

to figure anything spiritual out.

9.  He only functions under the NAP system, and cannot GAP anything.

10.  Jacob, on  the  other  hand,  understands  and  acclimates  to  his 

parental instruction regarding marriage.

11.  He grasps the principle that RM/RW is a spiritual issue.

12.  Esau as we  know,  was  already  a  bigamist,  and  his  new  human 

viewpoint solution will move into polygamy.

13.  He goes to the Ishmaelites, since Ishmael had died  some  14  years 

earlier.

14.  He figures that a physical descendant from  Abraham  would  satisfy 

and please his parents.

15.  There is little doubt that Esau wanted to please his parents, which 

is commendable.

16.  There is also no doubt that he does not understand  anything  of  a 

spiritual nature and his further efforts to please  them  only  put  him 

deeper into trouble.

17.  This is an excellent illustration of the unbeliever and his attempt 

to please God through his works.

18.  He does not truly understand God and what He wants, so the  UB  can 

never effectively gain God's approbation.

19.  All his works are predicated upon his natural  ability  to  reason, 

and not upon Divine revelation.

20.  His works, his attempts to please God, just dig him deeper into the 

hole, adding further sins to his sin problem.

21.  The UB has to come to the end of himself and give up  his  attempts 

to please God, since no man can please God through human  effort.   Rom. 

3:20; Gal 2:16

22.  If a person understood God, they would know that He is perfect  and 

will not lower his standards to accommodate anyone.

23.  Since they cannot achieve perfection, they would then be forced  to 

search for another way to please God.

24.  That Way is The Way.  Jn. 14:6

25.  This section is a perfect type:

    a.  Isaac represents God.

    b.  Esau is a type of unbeliever seeking to please God.

    c.  His works only make his situation worse.

    d.  Jacob represents the  obedient  believer,  who  adheres  to  the 

        Divine revelation.

VS 10  THEN JACOB DEPARTED FROM BEERSHEBA AND WENT TOWARD HARAN.  (Jacob 

--went out from beersheba--wc + Qal impf halakh--to Haran)

VS 11  AND HE CAME TO A CERTAIN PLACE AND SPENT THE NIGHT THERE, BECAUSE 

THE SUN HAD SET;  (wc + Qal impf igP to strike upon or against, followed 

by b to indicate what or whom one came  upon,  whether  accidentally  or 

intentionally, here Jacob chances upon this place--d.a. +,Oqm--wc +  Qal 

impf ]Vl to spend the night somewhere, to  lodge  overnight--there--conj 

yk + the sun--Qal pf XOB had come, ie had set)  AND HE TOOK ONE  OF  THE 

STONES OF THE PLACE AND PUT IT UNDER HIS  HEAD  AND  LAY  DOWN  IN  THAT 

PLACE.  (wc + Qal impf laqach--from stones of the place--wc +  Qal  impf 

,yw--f.p.n tOwXrm m ra' shoth lit. that which is at anyone's head--wc  + 

Qal impf bkw to lie down--in the place, the that)

VS 12  AND HE HAD A DREAM, AND BEHOLD, A LADDER WAS  SET  ON  THE  EARTH 

WITH ITS TOP REACHING TO HEAVEN;  (wc + Qal impf ,lx--v +  hinneh--m.s.n 

,Lc sullam, 1X, verb llc means to lift up or elevate--Hophal part bjn to 

set, station, erect, fix or establish--f.s.n ]rX  +  he  locale,  lit  a 

ladder being set to the earth--and head or it--Hiphil part ign to touch, 

or reach to someone or something--the heavens)  AND BEHOLD THE ANGELS OF 

GOD WERE ASCENDING AND DESCENDING ON IT.  (v +  hinneh--m.p.n  fXlm  one 

sent, a messenger--of Elohiym--Qal act part hli + v + Qal act  part  dry 

going up and going down--pref b + 3ms suff)

VS 13  AND BEHOLD, THE LORD STOOD ABOVE IT AND SAID, (v +  hinneh  third 

time this is used to draw attention to the surprising sights Jacob saw-- 

YHWH--Niphal part bjn standing, stationed--prep li + 3ms over or on  top 

of the ladder, nearest antecedent is on it from  preceding  verse--wc  + 

Qal impf 'amar)  "I AM THE LORD, THE GOD OF YOUR FATHER ABRAHAM AND  THE 

GOD OF ISAAC;  (I, YHWH--Elohiym of Abraham--your father=your ancestor-- 

v + Elohiym of Isaac)  THE LAND ON WHICH YOU LIE, I WILL GIVE IT TO  YOU 

AND TO YOUR DESCENDANTS.  (d.a. + 'erets--rel pron--pers pron + Qal  act 

part bkW--prep li + 3fs--to you I  will  give--and  to  your  seed,  the 

promise of land must refer to the earthly seed, the Jews)

VS 14  YOUR SEED SHALL ALSO BE LIKE THE DUST OF THE EARTH, AND YOU SHALL 

SPREAD OUT TO THE WEST AND TO THE EAST AND  TO  THE  NORTH  AND  TO  THE 

SOUTH;  (your seed--wc + Qal pf hayah--pref k + dust of the earth--wc  + 

Qal pf /rP to break apart, to scatter or disperse, to spread  out--,y  + 

he locale toward the sea ie the Med.=west--v + ,dq  +  he  locale,  that 

which is before one, the east or easter quarter--v +  ]Opj  +he  locale, 

that which is hidden or obscure, the north--v  +  bgn  +  he  locale=the 

south)  AND IN YOU AND IN YOUR SEED SHALL ALL THE FAMILIES OF THE  EARTH 

BE BLESSED.  (pref b + 2ms--v + pref b + your seed--all the families  of 

the ground, hmdX--wc + Niphal pf frB)

VS 15  AND BEHOLD, I AM WITH YOU, AND WILL KEEP YOU WHERE EVER  YOU  GO, 

AND WILL BRING YOU BACK TO THIS LAND;  (v + hinneh--I with you--wc + Qal 

pf rmw to keep, watch or guard--pref b + kol=in all  places--rel  pron-- 

Qal impf flh--v + Hiphil pf bVw lit I have caused you to  return,  makes 

this very definite, note what follows--prep 'el + the ground  the  this)  

FOR I WILL NOT LEAVE YOU UNTIL I HAVE DONE WHAT I  HAVE  PROMISED  YOU."  

(conj yK--neg lo' + Qal impf bzi lit to loosen or let go, to leave  off, 

desert or forsake--prep di + rel pron + hypoth  ,X=until--Qal  pf  hwi-- 

s.d.o + rel pron--Piel pf dabhar--to you)

SUMMARY VS 10-15

1.  vs 10 gives a summary of the events which are going to  be  detailed 

through 29:1.

2.  vs 11-22 deal specifically with one incident which occurred  on  the 

trip to Haran.

3.  The place is not specifically named for us initially, but  we  later 

find out that its name was previously Luz, but will become known by  the 

name Bethel.

4.  Jacob, although he  was  chosen  by  God  to  inherit  the  covenant 

blessings, has become an alien and a castaway from his own family.

5.  All of this has not entirely been his fault, but he is  not  without 

blame.

6.  As he journeys alone and most likely somewhat  concerned  about  the 

turn his life has taken, the sun goes down that evening.

7.  The distance from Beersheba to Bethel is some 70  miles,  so  it  is 

highly unlikely that this occurred the first evening,  but  more  likely 

the second or the third night.

8.  He has had sufficient time to ponder his  choices  and  the  present 

state of affairs.

9.  He is lonely and in a strange place, and probably wonders if he  has 

made the right choices, and if Isaac's blessing really meant anything.

10.  He uses a stone which he found in the area and placed it under  his 

head as a pillow of sorts.

11.  He falls asleep and has a dream which arouses continual surprise in 

him, as noted by the three beholds of vs 12-13.

12.  Dreams were one way that  God  used  to  communicate  His  plan  to 

believers before the completion of the canon.

13.  Once  the  canon  was  complete  Divine  revelation  is  no  longer 

necessary and inspired dreams are no longer a reality.

14.  No one, however pious and well-meaning they may be, has had a dream 

which is on a par with the WOG.

15.  God provides a dream in which he gives Jacob a  visual  picture  as 

well as verbal encouragement.

16.  The picture is a ladder, which is set  upon  the  earth  and  which 

extended high above into Heaven.

17.  The ladder was filled with angels  ascending  to  heaven  from  the 

earth and angels descending to the earth from heaven.

18.  The Lord, the second person of the Godhead, stood above the ladder, 

and while it is not stated, obviously would have been in the path of the 

ascending and descending angels.

19.  This position is to illustrate the fact that the Lord controls  the 

events of history, exercising authority over even the angels.

20.  The ladder serves to illustrate that which joins Heaven and  earth, 

none other than the God/Man, Jesus Christ.  Jn. 1:51

21.  The angels are the ministering spirits sent out by God to aid those 

who are positive.  Heb. 1:14

22.  They get their orders from God, and come to the planet  to  execute 

His commands, and then return when their job is finished.

23.  The perform the following functions:

    a.  Protect and deliver believers.  Gen. 19:11; Matt 4:11

    b.  Struggle against fallen angels.  Dan. 10:12-13; Rev. 12:7

    c.  Execute God's judgments.  Gen. 19:12; Rev. 8,16

    d.  Escort believers into Ph3.  Lk. 16:22

24.  Certain functions which angels performed in the past are not longer 

necessary, such as interpreting the WOG and delivering the  WOG,  as  in 

the case of Moses.  Dan. 7:16; Gal. 3:19

25.  While angels are superior in every way  to  man,  they  are  busily 

engaged in supporting believers in the AC.

26.  This is the message to Jacob, God is not only  supporting  him,  He 

administers all the resources of Heaven as well.

27.  The Lord identifies Himself  as  the  God  of  Jacob's  grandfather 

Abraham, and now for the first time as the God of Isaac,  who  has  made 

the MAJG.

28.  He promises Jacob the blessings of the Abrahamic covenant, to allay 

any fears that God is not for him.

29.  Among the specific things He promises are:

    a.  the land on which he is lying.

    b.  innumerable physical descendants.

    c.  the Messianic clause.

    d.  God's personal presence and protection.

    e.  Final restoration to the land of Canaan.

30.  The earthly seed, the Jews will become so numerous, that  the  land 

will not contain them, they will expand in all four directions.

31.  Since God has unconditionally  committed  Himself  to  fulfill  the 

promises to Abraham, Jacob as the next in  line  falls  under  all  this 

blessing by association.

32.  God makes no secret about the fact that His ultimate  plan  is  for 

Jacob to return to the land, although God was aware that he was  set  on 

leaving.

33.  God guarantees His personal presence with Jacob, which is  designed 

to allay any fears about his future.

34.  Beyond this He promises personal protection as long as he is out of 

the land of Canaan.

35.  This does not mean that He will not continue to protect Him once he 

returns, but that he is for all intents absolutely secure.

36.  All this is done to comfort and encourage Jacob so the Lord  grants 

him the support of His grace.

37.  The Lord promises even more here than Isaac  blessed  him  with  in 

Gen. 27, validating the blessing with Divine approval.

VS 16  THEN JACOB AWOKE FROM HIS SLEEP AND SAID,  (Jacob--wc + Qal  impf 

/qy 11x, to be aroused from sleep, to awaken--pref m + hnw  sleep--wc  + 

Qal impf 'amar)  "SURELY THE LORD IS IN THIS PLACE, AND I DID  NOT  KNOW 

IT."  (adv ]kX  strong  affirmation,  "surely"--YHWH--subst  wy--in  the 

place the this--pers pron--neg lo' + Qal pf idy I, myself did not know)

VS 17  AND HE WAS AFRAID AND SAID,  (wc + Qal impf Xry--wc  +  Qal  impf 

'amar)  "HOW AWESOME IS THIS PLACE!"  (interrog hm what--Niphal part Xry 

passive of Qal, hence to cause fear, part=that which causes or  inspires 

fear or dread or fright--the place the this)  "THIS IS NONE  OTHER  THAN 

THE HOUSE OF GOD, AND THIS IS THE GATE OF  HEAVEN."   (subst  ]yX  there 

does not exist--near demonst hZ this--conj  kiy=but--hypoth  ,X  if--all 

this=this must be the house of God--house 0f Elohiym--v + near  demons-- 

gate of the heavens)

VS 18  SO JACOB ROSE EARLY IN THE MORNING, AND TOOK THE  STONE  THAT  HE 

HAD PUT UNDER HIS HEAD  (Jacob--wc + Hiphil impf ,kw to  rise  early--in 

the morning--wc + Qal impf laqach--s.d.o + d.a. +  ]bX--rel  pron--f.p.n 

tOwXrm m ra' shoth lit. that which is at anyone's  head--adv  sham=there 

AND SET IT UP AS A PILLAR, AND POURED OIL ON ITS TOP.  (wc  +  Qal  impf 

,yw to  set  or  set  up--it--f.s.n  tbJm  matstsebheth,  something  set 

upright, a pillar or statue, a monument--wc + Qal impf qjy  to  pour  or 

pour out--m.s.n ]mw fat or fatness, oil, ointment--on the head or top of 

it.)

VS 19  AND HE CALLED THE NAME OF THAT PLACE  BETHEL;   (wc  +  Qal  impf 

qara'--s.d.o + name of the place the that--lX=tyB beyth-El, house of  El 

or God)  HOWEVER, PREVIOUSLY THE NAME OF THE CITY HAD BEEN  LUZ.   (v  + 

adv ,lVX that which is front or opposite or before something, used as an 

adversative adverb, but, however, etc.--name of the  city--zVl--pref  l+ 

d.a. + r'osh, for the head=at the first or previously)

SUMMARY VS 16-19

1.  Having received the Divine information, and at  an  unexpected  time 

and in such an unexpected fashion, Jacob is frightened out of his sleep.

2.  He awakes in the middle of the night and is quite naturally scared.

3.  He immediately supposes that the place in which he lies  is  somehow 

sacred, or different than any other place.

4.  God's revelation and manifestation of His presence  makes  the  area 

"holy", not the fact that God "resides" there.

5.  We know that God is equally present in every area of  the  universe, 

because He chooses to reveal Himself locally, does  not  mean  He  lives 

there.

6.  This is precisely what Jacob interpreted this  to  mean,  since  God 

revealed Himself there, He must live there.

7.  Some have stated that Jacob's understanding of God and  His  Essence 

was on a par with that of Abraham, but statements such as this  indicate 

that it was not.

8.  The immediate result upon Jacob was fear, which  was  not  something 

that this gracious revelation was supposed to cause.

9.  This was designed to comfort and encourage Jacob,  yet  he  responds 

with fear.

10.  He attributes the significance of this event to the place, and  not 

to God who communicated with him.

11.  His actions and response  are  not  those  of  a  believer  who  is 

straight in their thinking, but more along the lines of a  superstitious 

old woman.

12.  Whether or not he went back to sleep that night is not recorded.

13.  He definitely arises early in the morning and takes  the  stone  he 

had used as a head rest and places it upright.

14.  He then pours oil on the stone to commemorate this encounter.

15.  He calls the name of the nearby city Bethel, which means  house  of 

God.

16.  The city had been previously known as Luz.

17.  The setting up of memorials and activities such  as  anointing  the 

stone were common during this period of history.

18.  These memorials were used to commemorate communications between God 

and men and between men and men.  Gen. 28:18, 31:52

19.  The problem with the religious type of commemoration is  that  men, 

being superstitious tend to come to regard the ritual or symbol  as  the 

reality.

20.  There is abundant proof that pillars were used in  the  worship  of 

demons by the Canaanites.  Ex. 23:24; Lev. 26:1; Deut. 16:22; 2Kgs 3:2

21.  The believer should recognize  that  places,  artifacts,  religious 

trinkets, and other symbols have no inherent power or ability  to  bless 

them.

22.  The area around Bethel was no more holy than any other area of  the 

planet, it only became significant due to God Himself.

23.  Jacob demonstrates his foolishness by his occupation with the place 

and not with the God of the place.

VS 20  THEN JACOB MADE A VOW, SAYING,  (Jacob--wc  +  Qal  impf  rdn  to 

verbally consent to do something, such as service to God, or to  vow  to 

abstain from something, 31X, to vow or make a promise verbally  to  God, 

which is considered binding--m.s.n rdn a vow, something which  is  vowed 

or promised--pref l + Qal inf const 'amar)  "IF GOD WILL BE WITH ME  AND 

WILL KEEP ME ON THIS JOURNEY THAT I TAKE,  (hypoth part ,X the  question 

here is, is Jacob bargaining with God in regard to what he has just been 

promised, or is the if used here since that is the standard  form  which 

vows take?  I take it more in the sense of "if God is  ...."--Elohiym 

--Qal impf hyh will become--prep ,i + 1cs--wc + Qal pf rmw keep or guard 

--in the way the this--rel pron which--pers pron I--Qal act part halakh)

AND WILL GIVE ME FOOD TO EAT AND CLOTHING TO WEAR,  (wc + Qal pf  nathan 

--to me--lechem--pref l + Qal inf const lkX--v  +  m.s.n  dgb  covering, 

cloth or garments, clothing--pref  l+  Qal  inf  const  wbl  to  put  on 

clothing, to clothe oneself)

VS 21  AND I WILL RETURN IN PEACE TO MY FATHER'S HOUSE  (wc + Qal pf bVw 

--pref b + shalom--to house of my father)  AND THE LORD WILL BE MY  GOD,  

(YHWH--wc + Qal pf hayah, will become--to me for Elohiym)

VS 22  THEN THIS STONE, WHICH I HAVE SET UP AS A PILLAR,  (v + the stone 

the this--rel pron--Qal pf ,yw--f.s.n tbJm matstsebheth,  something  set 

upright, a pillar, statue or monument)  WILL BECOME GOD'S  HOUSE;   (Qal 

impf hyh--house of God)  AND ALL WHICH YOU GIVE ME, I WILL SURELY GIVE A 

TENTH TO YOU."  (v + kol--rel pron 'asher--Qal impf ]tn--to my--Piel inf 

abs + Piel impf rwi to decimate, from the word  for  ten,  to  take  the 

tenth part, commonly called the tithe or tenth, construction  =emphasis, 

surely--to you)

SUMMARY VS 20-22

1.  Jacob here makes a vow to the Lord.

2.  Vows were an accepted part of OT piety, both before and  during  the 

age of Israel.

3.  While there are  different  types  of  vows,  offered  in  different 

spirits, this vow most closely resembles what we would call a bargain.

4.  The believer cannot and should not attempt to bargain with God.

5.  God has just promised Jacob living grace, as well  as  His  personal 

presence and a safe return to Canaan in vs 15.

6.  Jacob demonstrates his lack of confidence in  doctrine  by  what  he 

articulates here.

7.  Both Jacob and Rebekah had a problem in  this  area,  they  did  not 

believe that God could or would do what He said.

8.  This vow is a verbal expression of a promise that Jacob makes to the 

Lord.

9.  The protasis is found in vs 21.

10.  Jacob takes the general promise of vs 15  and  translates  it  into 

specific aspects.

11.  He elaborates on that promise by breaking it down into the  follow- 

ing specifics:

    a.  God's personal presence.

    b.  God's protection.

    c.  Provision of food.

    d.  Provision of clothing.

    e.  Safe return to his home.

12.  The apodosis is found in vs 22.

13.  Jacob promises to build some sort of a sanctuary  for  God  in  the 

area of Bethel, as well as returning one tenth of what God gives him  in 

terms of financial blessing.

14.  This is commendable, but not commanded.

15.  There is no record that Jacob ever built any sort of  structure  in 

this region, only that he sets up two pillars.  vs 18, 35:14

16.  His second promise is to give ten percent of his income back to the 

Lord in return for His blessing.

17.  This is called tithing, and is obviously voluntary.

18.  This is the second reference to the 10% figure in Gen.  14:20

19.  True grace giving is to come from one who is grateful to God and is 

not to be an attempt to bribe or buy God's favor.

20.  Blessings in the plan of God come as a result of the pursuit of BD, 

and not from bargaining with God.

21.  There is no indication that Jacob ever fulfilled either part of his 

vow, yet God was entirely faithful to His promises.

22.  God did not bless Jacob based on  future  promises  of  what  Jacob 

might do for Him.

23.  God does not need a house, neither does He need our money.

