GENESIS CHAPTER 29

OUTLINE 

I.  Jacob meets his relatives.  vs 1-14

II.  7 years service for Rachel.  vs 15-20

III.  Laban's deception.  vs 21-26

IV.  7 years service for Rachel.  vs 27-30

V.  Jacob's sons.  vs 31-35

VS 1  THEN JACOB WENT ON HIS JOURNEY, TOWARD THE LAND OF THE SONS OF THE 

EAST.  (Jacob--wc + Qal impf Xwn lifted up--f.dual.n. lgr + 3ms suff=his 

two feet--wc + Qal impf halakh--f.s.n 'erets + he  locale--sons  of  the 

east)

VS 2  AND HE LOOKED, AND SAW A WELL IN  THE  FIELD,  AND  BEHOLD,  THREE 

FLOCKS OF SHEEP WERE LYING THERE BESIDE IT,  (wc +  Qal  impf  hXr--v  + 

hinneh--f.s.n rXB--pref b + d.a. + m.s.n hdW--v + hinneh--adv. ,w  there 

--three flocks of sheep--Qal act part /br to lie down  or  recline--prep 

li + 3fs=the well)  FOR FROM THAT WELL THEY WATERED  THE  FLOCKS.   conj 

yk + prep ]m + the well, the that--Hiphil impf 3mp hqw to give drink  or 

water--the flocks)  NOW THE STONE ON THE MOUTH OF THE  WELL  WAS  LARGE.  

(v + the stone--adj.f.s lOdg--prep li + hP mouth, of the well)

VS 3  WHEN ALL THE FLOCKS WERE GATHERED THERE, THEY WOULD THEN ROLL  THE 

STONE FROM THE MOUTH OF THE WELL AND WATER THE SHEEP,  (wc +  Niphal  pf 

]cX to scrape or scrape together, to collect or assemble, in Niphal,  to 

be collected or gathered together--to there--all the flocks--wc + Qal pf 

llG to roll, esp. to roll a stone--s.d.o  +  the  stone--from  upon  the 

mouth of the well--wc + Hiphil pf shaqah--s.d.o + the  sheep)   AND  PUT 

THE STONE BACK IN ITS PLACE ON THE MOUTH OF THE WELL.  (wc +  Hiphil  pf 

bVw cause to return--s.d.o + the stone--upon the mouth of the well--pref 

l + ,qm + 3fs suff)

VS 4  AND JACOB SAID TO THEM, stfwd  "MY BROTHERS, WHERE ARE YOU  FROM?"  

(my brothers, from where, you)  AND THEY  SAID,  "WE  ARE  FROM  HARAN."  

(from Haran, we)

VS 5  AND HE SAID TO THEM, "DO YOU KNOW LABAN THE SON  OF  NAHOR?"   (he 

interr + Qal pf idy--s.do + Laban, son of  Nachor,  snoring)   AND  THEY 

SAID, "WE KNOW HIM"

VS 6  AND HE SAID TO THEM, "IS IT WELL WITH HIM?"  (he  interr  +  m.s.n 

,Olw + pref l + 3ms is it peace to him)  AND THEY SAID, "IT IS WELL WITH 

HIM."  (wc + Qal impf  'amar--m.s.n  shalom)   "AND  BEHOLD  RACHEL  HIS 

DAUGHTER IS COMING WITH THE SHEEP."  (v + hinneh--lxr his  daughter--Qal 

act part XOB--prep ,i + the sheep.

SUMMARY VS 1-6

1.  This chapter contains many elements which  are  unique  or  somewhat 

strange.

2.  The first is the phrase "lifted up his  feet"  which  indicates  the 

following:

    a.  Jacob was physically walking on this journey, not riding.

    b.  This was his volitional choice.  Gen. 41:44

3.  One might suspect that he was merely in this  position  due  to  the 

actions of his mother, but he has concurred with her plans.

4.  Jacob is a believer who has gotten bad advice from another believer, 

whom he trusted.

6.  Jacob continued on his journey toward Haran from Bethel, and travels 

eastward.

7.  When he arrives at some unnamed place, he sees a well in the field.

8.  He observes three flocks of sheep around the well, which also  means 

that there were three shepherds there although they are not mentioned.

9.  This well was used as a watering spot for  many  shepherds  of  that 

region.

10.  There was a large stone which covered the mouth of the well, likely 

designed to keep the water supply clean and pure.

11.  The stone was too large for one  shepherd  to  easily  remove,  and 

certainly could not be moved by a female.

12.  They would wait for one another and use their combined strength and 

move the stone.

13.  Jacob immediately asks these shepherds where they live.

14.  They tell him that they are from the city  of  Haran,  which  means 

that his journey is nearly complete.

15.  He asks them about Laban, mentioning  the  older  and  likely  more 

revered Nahor.

16.  They acknowledge that they are familiar with both of these men.

17.  Jacob then asks about their state of affairs.

18.  They respond with the fact that everything is in order  as  far  as 

they know.

19.  They seem to imply that if  Jacob  wants  further  information,  he 

should ask Laban's daughter who is approaching.

VS 7  AND HE SAID, "BEHOLD, IT IS STILL HIGH DAY;  (wc + Qal impf  'amar 

--demons ]h + adv dOi=yet or still--the  day  is  great,  not  close  to 

evening)  IT IS NOT TIME FOR THE LIVESTOCK TO  BE  GATHERED,  WATER  THE 

SHEEP, AND GO, PASTURE THEM."  (neg lo' + ti time--Niphal inf const  [cX 

to be gathered--d.a. + hnqm  a  possession,  a  herd,  livestock--Hiphil 

imperv hqw--the sheep--v + Qal impf halakh--Qal imperv hir  to  feed  or 

pasture a flock)

VS 8  BUT THEY SAID, "WE ARE NOT ABLE UNTIL ALL THE FLOCKS ARE GATHERED, 

AND THEY WILL ROLL THE STONE FROM THE MOUTH OF THE WELL;  THEN  WE  WILL 

WATER THE SHEEP."  (wc + Qal impf 'amar--neg lo' + Qal impf lky--prep di 

+ rel pron=until which--Niphal impf [cX--all the flocks--wc + Qal pf llg 

is rolled--the stone--from upon the mouth of the well--wc  +  Hiphil  pf 

shaqah--the sheep)

VS 9  WHILE HE WAS  STILL  SPEAKING  WITH  THEM  RACHEL  CAME  WITH  HER 

FATHER'S SHEEP, FOR SHE WAS A SHEPHERDESS.  (adv dOi  +  3ms--Piel  part 

dabhar--with them--v + Rachel--Qal pf bo'=arrived--with the sheep  which 

were to her father--yk + Qal act part f.s hir shepherdess--she)

VS 10  AND IT CAME ABOUT, WHEN JACOB SAW RACHEL THE  DAUGHTER  OF  LABAN 

HIS MOTHER'S BROTHER, AND THE SHEEP OF LABAN HIS MOTHER'S BROTHER  (wc + 

Qal impf hayah--just as--Jacob--Qal pf hXr--s.d.o + Rachel--daughter  of 

Laban--brother of his mother--v + s.d.o + the sheep of Laban--brother of 

his mother)  THAT JACOB WENT UP AND ROLLED THE STONE FROM THE  MOUTH  OF 

THE WELL, AND WATERED THE FLOCK OF LABAN HIS MOTHER'S  BROTHER.   (Jacob 

--wc + Qal impf wgn to draw near or approach--wc + Hiphil  impf  galal-- 

s.d.o + the stone from upon the mouth of  the  well--wc  +  Hiphil  impf 

shaqah--s.d.o + the sheep of Laban, brother of his mother)

VS 11  THEN JACOB KISSED RACHEL, AND LIFTED HIS VOICE AND WEPT.   (Jacob 

--wc + Qal impf qwn to join something to something else, here  mouth  to 

mouth, kissed--pref l+ Rachel--wc + Qal impf nasa' his voice--wc  +  Qal 

impf hkB to flow by drops, to weep)

VS 12  AND JACOB TOLD RACHEL THAT HE WAS A RELATIVE OF  HER  FATHER  AND 

THAT HE WAS REBEKAH'S SON, AND SHE RAN AND TOLD HER FATHER.   (Jacob--wc 

+ Hiphil impf dgn caused to be plain or obvious--to Rachel--conj yk that 

--brother of her father, here used in the broader sense of  relative  or 

kinsman--he--wc + Qal impf /Vr--wc + Hiphil impf naghadh--to her father)

SUMMARY VS 7-12

1.  Jacob maneuvers to get the shepherds out of the area, so he can talk 

to Rachel without onlookers.

2.  He points out that it is still early and that  there  is  plenty  of 

daylight left to pasture the sheep.

3.  He commands the shepherds to water their flocks and move out.

4.  This certainly demonstrates his self will and arrogance.

5.  While it is not mentioned, most recognize that these shepherds  were 

not much more than boys.

6.  They reply that they are not able to move the stone, which would  be 

true if they were but three relatively young boys.

7.  They further point out that it is not them who moves the stone,  but 

someone else.

8.  About that time, Rachel arrives with her fathers flock.

9.  Upon her arrival Jacob leaps into action.

10.  He obviously was a somewhat strong man, and  attempts  to  use  his 

physical ability to impress Rachel.

11.  He single-handedly moves the large rock, allowing her to water  the 

sheep with her.

12.  Jacob's life is marked by his confidence and reliance upon his  own 

abilities, and lack of trust in God's ability.

13.  He kisses Rachel, demonstrating his impetuous character.

14.  He is a believer who acts upon his impulses of the moment and  does 

not stop and consider his actions or their consequences.

15.  It must be noted that he does  not  kiss  Rachel  out  of  love  or 

physical attraction.

16.  He has not even introduced himself to anyone there.

17.  This kiss is designed to snow Rachel and further impress her.

18.  He then bursts into tears, which  was  not  considered  unmanly  or 

dishonorable in that culture.

19.  This also is designed to have an effect on  Rachel,  and  gain  her 

sympathy.

20.  Jacob uses his wits to take advantage of the situation and  present 

himself to his relatives in very dramatic fashion.

21.  Compare this  meeting  at  the  well  with  that  of  the  adjusted 

believer, in Gen. 24.

22.  Jacob finally introduces himself, and Rachel moves  to  inform  her 

father of his arrival, which was certainly not expected.

23.  Throughout the story of Jacob we will observe a  believer,  who  is 

under the care of God, attempting to live his life by his own  wits  and 

devices.

VS 13  SO IT CAME ABOUT, WHEN LABAN HEARD THE NEWS OF JACOB HIS SISTER'S 

SON, THAT HE RAN TO MEET HIM,  (wc + Qal impf hayah--pref k  +  Qal  inf 

const imw--Laban--s.d.o + m.s.n const imw hearing, fame, rumor, report-- 

Jacob, son of his sister--wc + Qal impf /Vr--pref l + Qal inf const  Xrq 

+ 3ms suff)  AND EMBRACED HIM AND KISSED HIM, AND  BROUGHT  HIM  TO  HIS 

HOUSE.  (wc + Piel impf qbx this word designates an expression  of  love 

by the use  of  one's  hands  and  arms,  to  embrace,  whether  out  of 

affection, sexual love, or illicit sexual love.--pref l + 3ms--wc + Piel 

impf qwn--wc + Hiphil impf XOB--prep lX + his house)  THEN HE RELATED TO 

LABAN ALL THESE THINGS.  (wc + Piel impf rpc in Qal to scratch, or write 

in Piel to relate or recount--pref l + Laban--s.d.o + all the things the 

these)

VS 14  AND LABAN SAID TO HIM, "SURELY YOU ARE MY  BONE  AND  MY  FLESH."  

(Laban--wc + Qal impf 'amar--to him--adv fX affirmative particle, surely 

certainly, no doubt--my bones and my flesh, you)  AND HE STAYED WITH HIM 

FOR A MONTH.  (wc + Qal impf yashabh--prep ,i + 3ms  suff--m.s.n  wdx  a 

month--of days)

VS 15  THEN LABAN SAID TO JACOB, stfwd  "BECAUSE YOU  ARE  MY  RELATIVE, 

SHOULD YOU THEREFORE SERVE ME FOR NOTHING?   (h  interr  +  conj  yk--my 

brother are you--wc + Qal pf dbi to  serve  one  as  a  slave--adv.  ,Nx 

gratis, for nothing, without pay or reward)  TELL ME,  WHAT  SHALL  YOUR 

WAGES BE?"  (Hiphil imperv emphatic dgn--pref l + 1cs suff--interr  hm-- 

f.s.n trKwm 4X, Gen. 29:15, 31:7,41, Ruth 2:12, verb rkw means  to  hire 

or employ for wages, this word=the pay back, wages or reward of service.)

VS 16  NOW LABAN HAD TWO DAUGHTERS; THE NAME OF THE OLDER WAS LEAH,  AND 

THE NAME OF THE YOUNGER WAS RACHEL.  (and to Laban--two  of  daughters-- 

name of the great, ie older--hXl wearied or exhausted--and name  of  the 

small--lxr ewe or female sheep)

VS 17  AND LEAH'S EYES WERE WEAK; BUT RACHEL WAS BEAUTIFUL OF  FORM  AND 

FACE.  (v + eyes of Leah--adj.f.p fr tender, weak, soft.  used of a calf 

in Gen. 18:7, used of  children  in  33:13,  as  being  unable  to  take 

rigorous marching, used of a man who is afraid in Deut. 20:8.  this word 

can refer either to her vision as being weak, or her eyes as being  soft 

and not fiery or brilliant--v + Rachel--Qal pf hyh  had  become--adj.f.s 

hpy yapheh, fair, beautiful--m.s.n rXT form, hence bodily symmetry,  she 

was built--v + yapheh--adj.f.s hXrm appearance, look, aspect, overt form 

ie. well built and beautiful, a very attractive package, model type)

VS 18  NOW JACOB LOVED RACHEL, SO HE SAID, "I WILL SERVE YOU SEVEN YEARS 

FOR YOUR YOUNGER DAUGHTER RACHEL."  (Jacob--wc + Qal impf  bhX--Rachel-- 

wc + Qal impf 'amar--Qal impf dbi I will serve or be  your  slave--seven 

years--pref b + Rachel--your daughter the small)

VS 19  AND LABAN SAID, "IT IS BETTER THAT I GIVE HER TO YOU THAN THAT  I 

SHOULD GIVE HER TO ANOTHER MAN; STAY WITH ME."  (Laban said--good I will 

give her to you from giving her to a man another--Qal impf emphatic  bwy 

--prep dMi + 1cs from dmi to stand or stay)

VS 20  SO JACOB SERVED SEVEN YEARS FOR RACHEL AND THEY SEEMED TO HIM BUT 

A FEW DAYS BECAUSE OF HIS LOVE FOR HER.  (Jacob--wc  +  Qal  impf  dbi-- 

seven years--pref b + Rachel--wc + Qal impf hayah--in his eyes--pref k + 

days ones ie. a few days--pref b + Qal inf const bhX on his loving her)

SUMMARY VS 13-20

1.  Once Laban heard from Rachel the news of Jacob's arrival, he  wastes 

no time in going to meet him.

2.  No doubt he was interested in him, but would have also desired  news 

of his sister who had left some 97 years earlier.

3.  He displays affection for his relative,  although  his  display  was 

somewhat overdone since he did not know Jacob.

4.   Laban  demonstrates  at  this  first  meeting  a  tendency   toward 

insincerity and phoniness.

5.  Having received such a welcome greeting, Jacob explains his presence 

with them.

6.  He would have had to relate some, if not all of the events  of  Chap 

27, as well as his journey.

7.  He would have probably told them about his visit from the  Lord,  as 

well.

8.  Laban, after hearing all his account, readily acknowledges him as  a 

close relative, by using the idiom bone of  my  bone  and  flesh  of  my 

flesh.

9.  Jacob stays 30 days with  Laban,  without  attempting  to  make  any 

provision for long range plans, since  he  expected  to  hear  from  his 

mother shortly.

10.  During this time there is no doubt that Laban observed  that  Jacob 

was not only physically strong, but was a competent shepherd.

11.  Jacob had a number of STA problems,  but  laziness  was  not  among 

them.

12.  He was  a  hard  worker  and  God  blessed  his  hard  work  as  He 

customarily does.

13.  Laban desires to enter into  some  sort  of  formal  contract  with 

Jacob, to ensure that if he stays in the area, he will be certain of his 

services.

14.  He sees an opportunity to hire a good employee.

15.  He suggests that it is not proper for Jacob to continue to work for 

him without any wages, so he asks Jacob what it would take to hire him.

16.  Laban demonstrates here that the monetary side of things  dominates 

his thinking.

17.  Jacob knows that his arrival was unexpected and must feel  that  he 

has imposed on Laban to some degree.

18.  Laban exploits this opportunity to get competent labor at a reduced 

price.

19.  The wages between an employer and an employee are  to  be  mutually 

agreed upon.

20.  If either side should renege on the agreement, it should  void  the 

agreement.

21.  Any labor agreement has the potential for abuse, by either party.

22.  Management may seek to take advantage of  labor  by  not  rewarding 

good service, and thus destroying incentive among the workers.

23.  Labor may  fail  to  do  their  job  and  thus  destroy  the  trust 

management has placed in them.

24.  In any case there is no place  for  labor  unions  to  resolve  any 

potential problems which arise.

25.  vs 16-17 are parenthetical and explanatory.

26.  The two daughters of Laban were not anything alike.

27.  Leah had no outstanding physical beauty, and her eyes were her most 

notable feature.

28.  The phrase weak of eyes has two possible explanations:

    a.  She could not see well.

    b.  Her eyes were large and soft looking, an attribute not prized in 

        that culture.

29.  In either case, she was not nearly as desirable as Rachel.

30.  Rachel was a voluptuous woman who was exceedingly beautiful to look 

at.

31.  vs 18 introduces us to the fact that Jacob had  fallen  for  Rachel 

after only some 30 days.

32.  No doubt Laban was aware of this and would use  this  knowledge  to 

his advantage.

33.  Jacob makes an offer to serve Laban for 7 years for  the  privilege 

of marrying his daughter.

34.  Laban states what is still true to this very time among the  middle 

eastern cultures, the desire on his part to marry his daughter  to  some 

relative than a total stranger.

35.  In the case of Jacob, he would be all the more valuable,  since  he 

was strong and competent.

36.  The idea of his daughter's happiness does not  seem  to  enter  his 

thinking, as much as having such a desirable son-in-law.

37.  Laban has seven years of free labor, since his daughter would  have 

eventually gotten married anyway.

38.  There can be no doubt that Jacob really loved Rachel, since he  was 

penniless and desired her more than money.

39.  His love and devotion for Rachel are recorded in vs  20,  where  it 

states that time flew by for Jacob.

40.  Another obvious thing about true love is that it is willing to wait 

for its fulfillment.

41.  Jacob loves Rachel, but does not receive her as  his  bride  for  7 

years.

42.  RM/RW do not have to be in a hurry to enter  and  consummate  their 

relationship.

43.  Note that Laban never actually  gives  complete  agreement  to  the 

wages which Jacob requests.

VS 21  THEN JACOB SAID TO LABAN, "GIVE  ME  MY  WIFE,  FOR  MY  TIME  IS 

COMPLETED, AND LET ME GO IN TO HER."  (Jacob--wc + Qal impf 'amar-- prep 

'el + Laban--Qal imperv emphatic bhy to give or place--s.d.o + my wife-- 

conj yk explanatory--my days--Qal pf Xlm full or fulfilled--v + Qal impf 

cohort. and let me come in--to her)

VS 22  AND LABAN GATHERED ALL THE MEN OF THE PLACE, AND  MADE  A  FEAST.  

(Laban--wc + Qal impf [cX--s.d.o + all the men of--the  place,  region-- 

wc + Qal impf hwi--m.s.n hTwm a drinking party, a feast, a banquet)

VS 23  NOW IT CAME ABOUT IN THE EVENING THAT HE TOOK HIS DAUGHTER  LEAH, 

AND SENT HER INTO HIM; SO JACOB CAME IN TO HER.  (wc + Qal impf  hayah-- 

pref b + bri--wc + Qal impf laqach--s.d.o  +  Leah  his  daughter--wc  + 

Hiphil impf XOB--s.d.o + 3fs--prep 'el + 3ms=Jacob--wc + Qal impf  bo'-- 

prep 'el + 3fs)

VS 24  LABAN ALSO GAVE HIS MAID ZILPAH TO HIS DAUGHTER LEAH AS  A  MAID.  

(Laban--wc + Qal impf nathan--to her--s.d.o + hPlz--f.s.n hxpw a  female 

servant of his own, a household servant, not a  concubine--to  Leah  his 

daughter--supply as a maid)

VS 25  AND IT CAME ABOUT IN THE MORNING THAT, BEHOLD, IT WAS LEAH!   (wc 

+ Qal impf hayah--pref b + rqB--v + hinneh--pers pron fs + Leah)  AND HE 

SAID TO LABAN, "WHAT IS THIS YOU HAVE DONE TO ME?  (wc + Qal impf  'amar 

--to Laban--interr hm + demons adj. tXz--Qal pf 'asah--to  me)   WAS  IT 

NOT FOR RACHEL THAT I SERVED WITH YOU?  (interr h + neg. lo' + pref b  + 

Rachel--Qal pf dbi--prep ,i + 2ms)  WHY THEN HAVE YOU DECEIVED ME?"   (v 

+ hMl for what, why?--Piel pf hmr in Qal to cast or throw down, in  Piel 

to cause to cast or throw down, to trip, to betray, deceive or beguile)

SUMMARY VS 21-25

1.  Since the time seemed so short to Jacob, Moses leaps  ahead  to  the 

end of the seven years.

2.  Jacob has  faithfully  served  Laban  and  was  looking  forward  to 

marriage to Rachel. 

3.  Laban obviously did not make any move to finalize the  agreement  by 

bringing up the matter to Jacob.

4.  Jacob in very emphatic terms reminds Laban that it is time  for  him 

to receive his agreed upon wages.

5.  Laban invites all those in the surrounding vicinity to  the  wedding 

feast, which no doubt included much drinking.

6.  This not only fits the custom of the wedding feast which is  a  time 

of rejoicing, but will somewhat dull the senses of Jacob.

7.  The party continued into the evening past sundown.

8.  Laban conceives a plan whereby he can fulfill two  distinct  desires 

he has.

9.  The first is how to marry off his older daughter who  was  obviously 

less attractive than Rachel.

10.  The second was how to obtain the very desirable services  of  Jacob 

for a longer period of time.

11.  He sends Leah into the tent under the cover of darkness,  and  with 

the customary veil.

12.  There can be no doubt that Leah was apart of  the  conspiracy,  and 

her cooperation was imperative.

13.  She saw an opportunity to get a very desirable husband, and perhaps 

an opportunity to put one over on her more attractive sister.

14.  Keep in mind that she was the oldest and was  likely  fighting  the 

"old maid" tag.

15.  All these things and perhaps other motivations we are not aware  of 

cause her to join willingly in this deception.

16.  Once she is safely in the tent, Jacob leaves the feast and goes  to 

the tent to consummate the wedding vows.

17.  He has no reason to be suspicious, and his  overwhelming  love  for 

Rachel would have caused him to be quite anxious for this night.

18.  Rachel and Leah must have been similar enough in height and  weight 

not to arouse suspicion.

19.  Although what man would have  ever  considered  that  his  promised 

bride would turn out to be another woman??

20.  Laban demonstrates his conniving, deceitful nature, as he hatches a 

plan which is both daring and vicious.

21.  The parallels here are obvious to the plot which Jacob participated 

in with his mother Rebekah.

22.  The deceiver is now deceived by a superior deceiver,  demonstrating 

the truth that "you will reap what you sow".

23.  In the morning Jacob, having already  engaged  in  sex  with  Leah, 

finds out to his astonishment that he has been deceived.

24.  He obviously realizes that Laban is the culprit and so  immediately 

asks him three pointed questions.

    a.  Why have you done this??

    b.  Did we not make an agreement for Rachel??

    c.  Why did you trick me??

25.  Laban demonstrates that he and his sister Rebekah  have  strikingly 

similar STA trends in this area.

26.  Neither shows any remorse for the intentional deception which  they 

engineer in their family.

27.  Like Jacob, Leah willingly goes along with the  plan,  and  is  not 

guiltless.

VS 26  BUT LABAN SAID, stfwd  "IT IS NOT THE PRACTICE IN  OUR  PLACE  TO 

MARRY OFF THE YOUNGER BEFORE THE FIRST-BORN.  (neg. Xl + Niphal impf hwi 

--adv ]k thus or so--pref b + maqom + 1cp suff--pref l + Qal  inf  const 

nathan--d.a + f.s.adj ryij younger, smaller, less  in  consideration--to 

the faces=before--d.a. + hrykB the firstborn female)

VS 27  COMPLETE THE WEEK OF THIS ONE, AND WE WILL  GIVE  YOU  THE  OTHER 

ALSO FOR THE SERVICE WHICH YOU SHALL SERVE WITH  ME  FOR  ANOTHER  SEVEN 

YEARS."  (Piel imperv Xlm complete or fulfill--week of this one--v + Qal 

impf cohort nathan=let us give to you--adv ,G also--s.d.o  +  this  one= 

Rachel--pref  b  +  f.s.n  hdbi  service  or  slavery--which  +Qal  impf 

dbi--prep 'im + 1cs--adv 'odh again, yet, more, farther--seven years)

VS 28  AND JACOB DID SO AND COMPLETED HER WEEK,  AND  HE  GAVE  HIM  HIS 

DAUGHTER RACHEL AS HIS WIFE.  (Jacob--wc + Qal impf 'asah--adv ken  thus 

or so--wc + Piel impf male'--week of this one--wc + Qal impf  nathan--to 

him--s.d.o + Rachel his daughter--to him for a wife)

VS 29  LABAN ALSO GAVE HIS MAID BILHAH TO HIS  DAUGHTER  RACHEL  AS  HER 

MAID.  stfwd

VS 30  SO HE WENT IN TO RACHEL ALSO, AND INDEED  HE  LOVED  RACHEL  MORE 

THAN LEAH,  (wc + Qal impf bo'--gam, also--to Rachel--wc + Qal impf  bhX 

--gam=indeed--s.d.o + Rachel from Leah)  AND HE SERVED  WITH  LABAN  FOR 

ANOTHER SEVEN YEARS.  (wc + Qal impf  'abhadh--with  him--dOi  yet  more 

again--seven years, others)

SUMMARY VS 26-30

1.  Laban offers a weak and pitiful excuse  for  his  actions,  claiming 

that this was the custom of the region, and he must comply.

2.  If this was the custom of the region, isn't it a little strange that 

Jacob had not heard of it during his seven years with Laban?

3.  Even if this was true, which it  obviously  was  not,  the  time  to 

inform Jacob would have been before now.

4.  This was clearly an  act  of  malicious  deception,  and  Laban  now 

attempts to justify his actions by blaming society.

5.  Laban is well aware of Jacob's love for Rachel, and  he  knows  that 

Jacob is at his mercy.

6.  He brazenly suggests that Jacob poses as husband and wife with  Leah 

and fulfill the customary wedding week with her.

7.  At the end of the week Laban graciously states  that  he  will  give 

Jacob his daughter Rachel.

8.  He takes advantage of the situation and wrangles another seven years 

service out of Jacob, who  Laban  knows  is  desperately  in  love  with 

Rachel.

9.  This is precisely what Jacob had done to Esau, when he had him at  a 

disadvantage.

10.  He pressed his advantage when he had Esau in a moment of  weakness, 

and Laban does the same thing.

11.  Jacob certainly knew that if he rejected Leah, which was  certainly 

his prerogative, she would be publicly humiliated.

12.  He likely knew that Laban could withhold Rachel, and so he consents 

to this despicable plan.

13.  He receives his second wife eight days after the first.

14.  He consummates his marriage immediately with Rachel, and now  is  a 

bigamist, although unwillingly.

15.  Moses includes the note here that Rachel was given a female servant 

just as Leah had been in vs 24.

16.  vs 30 states what one should already be able  to  figure  out,  the 

fact that Jacob was not nearly as interested in Leah as in Rachel.

17.  Jacob, in spite of the present state of affairs, fulfills his  word 

and works for Laban another seven years.

18.  Like the events of chap  27,  none  involved  here  can  be  deemed 

guiltless.

19.  Laban was obviously a despicable man who  was  far  more  concerned 

about money than his daughters happiness.

20.  Leah was fearful of not finding her RM and  so  consented  to  this 

underhanded scheme.

21.  Jacob agrees to stay married to Leah and become a bigamist  due  to 

his fear of losing Rachel.

22.  Rachel is so in love with Jacob that she wanted him at  all  costs, 

including having to share him.

23.  The seeds of Jacob's past actions are beginning to bear their awful 

fruit.

VS 31  NOW THE LORD SAW THAT LEAH WAS UNLOVED, AND HE OPENED  HER  WOMB, 

BUT RACHEL WAS BARREN.  (YHWH--wc +  Qal  impf  hXr--conj  yK--Leah--Qal 

pass part Xnw to hate, being hated, slighted, neglected, ignored,  etc-- 

wc + Qal impf xtP opened--s.do + her belly,  womb--v  +  Rachel--adj.f.s 

rqi barren, without children)

VS 32  AND LEAH CONCEIVED AND BORE A SON AND NAMED HIM REUBEN,   (Leah-- 

wc+ Qal impf hrh became pregnant, obviously Jacob and  Leah  engaged  in 

sex at some times--wc + Qal impf dly--a son--wc + Qal impf Xrq--name  of 

him--]bVXr look a son)  FOR SHE SAID,  "SINCE  YHWH  HAS  LOOKED  ON  MY 

AFFLICTION, SO THAT NOW MY HUSBAND WILL LOVE ME."  (conj kiy--she said-- 

conj kiy--YHWH--Qal pf ra'ah--pref b + yni same word  as  used  in  Gen. 

16:11  of  the  treatment  of  Hagar  by  Sarah,   affliction,   misery, 

wretchedness--conj kiy--adv hTi now--my man or husband--Qal impf 'ahabh)

VS 33  THEN SHE  CONCEIVED  AGAIN  AND  BORE  A  SON  AND  SAID,   stfwd  

"BECAUSE THE LORD HAS HEARD THAT I AM UNLOVED, HE HAS THEREFORE GIVEN ME 

THIS SON ALSO."  (conj kiy--YHWH--Qal pf imw--conj  kiy--Qal  pass  part 

Xnw being hated--pers pron I--wc + Qal impf nathan--adv ,G also--s.d.o + 

this one)  SO SHE NAMED HIM SIMEON.  (]Oimw shim'on = a hearing)

VS 34  AND SHE CONCEIVED AGAIN AND BORE A SON  AND  SAID,   stfwd   "NOW 

THIS TIME MY HUSBAND WILL BECOME ATTACHED TO ME, BECAUSE  I  HAVE  BORNE 

HIM THREE SONS."  (adv 'atah now--d.a. + f.s.n ,iP a stroke, a  step  or 

footstep, one stroke meaning once, with d.a. means this time--my man  or 

husband--Niphal impf hvl in Qal to adhere or be closely joined or bound, 

in Niphal, to be  joined  or  attached,  to  grow  attached  to  her--to 

me--conj kiy--Qal pf yaladh--to him--three sons)   THEREFORE  HE  CALLED 

HIS NAME LEVI.  (]K=li therefore, upon this--Qal  pf  Xrq  this  is  3ms 

form, Jacob would be the most natural subject--name of  him--yvl  lewiy, 

meaning attached, joined)

VS 35  AND SHE CONCEIVED AGAIN AND BORE A SON AND  SAID,   stfwd   "THIS 

TIME I WILL PRAISE YHWH."  (d.a. + pa'am=this time--Hiphil impf  hdy  in 

Qal to cast or throw, in Hiphil to confess openly, to profess,  to  give 

thanks, praise or celebrate someone for blessings or benefits received-- 

YHWH)  THEREFORE SHE CALLED HIS NAME JUDAH.   THEN  SHE  STOPPED  HAVING 

CHILDREN.  (]k=li--Qal pf 3fs qara'--name of him--hdVhy y hudhah He will 

be praised--wc + Qal impf dmi to stand, to stand still, to stop--pref  m 

+ Qal inf const yaladh)

SUMMARY VS 31-35

1.  The unsavory situation in which Jacob  finds  himself  will  not  be 

resolved or eliminated for the rest of his life.

2.  He is here at the urging of his mother and ill equipped to deal with 

the problems he now faces.

3.  He is a bigamist, although unwillingly, stuck with a woman  he  does 

not love.

4.  Whatever tensions existed between Rachel and Leah in their own  home 

are now transferred to his household.

5.  Since he did  not  have  to  wait  seven  years  for  Rachel  it  is 

understandable that he would be quite excited by his marriage to her.

6.  It is only to be expected that he would favor Rachel, since she  was 

his choice as a wife in the first place.

7.  God takes note of the situation which Leah has gotten herself into.

8.  She is by no means guiltless in the deception of  Jacob,  since  she 

willingly complied with the trickery.

9.  Nevertheless, she finds herself in a  marriage  of  convenience,  in 

which little or no love is shared.

10.  Her lot is one of neglect and loneliness.

11.  God is aware of this and provides for her a child  by  her  husband 

Jacob.

12.  It seems obvious that  Jacob,  for  whatever  motives  or  reasons, 

occasionally had sex with Leah as well as Rachel.

13.  There can be little doubt that this was at best perfunctory.   done 

out of duty with no feeling or indifference

14.  Leah is given children, once again demonstrating that the  Lord  is 

the one who controls the fortunes of pregnancy and childbirth.

15.  Her first son is named Reuben, "look a son" expressing some of  her 

surprise at her good fortune.

16.  However, she mistakenly assumes that this will somehow cause  Jacob 

to fall in love with her.

17.  Children do not help a marriage in any way, and  certainly  do  not 

hold a marriage together.

18.  Leah does, however, attribute the blessings in her  life  to  YHWH, 

indicating that she was oriented to certain spiritual realities.

19.  She expresses the idea that God has observed her plight, noting the 

attribute of omniscience.

20.  Although this birth does not solve or alleviate  her  problem,  she 

continues to pray about it and conceives again.

21.  The name  Simon,  reflects  the  idea  of  her  prayers  and  God's 

attention to those prayers.

22.  During the third year of the seven Jacob  is  serving  she  becomes 

pregnant again.

23.  In all this time Rachel, who has  the  bulk  of  Jacob's  time  and 

affection is unable to conceive.

24.  As we will observe shortly, she did not do so well under her  test, 

but was frustrated and eaten up by MAS.

25.  The third son Leah hopes will cause her husband to become  attached 

to her, a concept less demanding than actual love.

26.  Try as she might, Leah will not ever get what  she  so  desperately 

wants, which is the love of her RM, since Jacob is not her RM.

27.  Jacob is aware of all her desire in this matter as expressed in  vs 

34, where he names Levi.

28.  Once again, Leah becomes pregnant and gives birth to a fourth son.

29.  The name of this son does reflect that  her  thinking  has  changed 

after the birth of the previous three.

30.  She seems to have stopped hoping that she  may  win  her  husband's 

affection through the process of bearing children.

31.  This son she names Judah, reflecting her  thanksgiving  toward  the 

one who has blessed her with children.

32.  While she may have understood that she  could  never  have  Jacob's 

love, she does not fully give up on this hope.  30:20

