GENESIS CHAPTER 30

OUTLINE 

I.  Rachel's STA in action.  vs 1-8

II.  Leah's STA in action.  vs 9-13

III.  STA rivalry between Leah and Rachel.  vs 14-24

IV.  New agreement with Laban.  vs 25-36

V.  Jacob's STA scheme.  vs 37-43

VS 1  NOW WHEN RACHEL SAW THAT SHE BORE JACOB NO  CHILDREN,  SHE  BECAME 

JEALOUS OF HER SISTER;  (and Rachel saw that she brought  forth  not  to 

Jacob--Rachel--wc + Piel impf Xnq not used in Qal, but means  to  become 

red, expressing the physical change which  occurs  under  passion.   The 

word means to be zealous of something.   Zeal  for  another's  property, 

good fortune, etc. =envy.  Zeal for that which  is  one's  possession  = 

jealousy.  This word does not express some superficial  emotion,  but  a 

deep seeded feeling which quickly and easily can  move  one  into  other 

sins.--against her sister)  AND SHE SAID TO JACOB, "GIVE ME CHILDREN, OR 

ELSE I AM A DEAD WOMAN."  (and she said to  Jacob--Qal  imperv  emphatic 

bhy somewhat more emphatic than nathan, expresses more emotion or desire 

for something--to me--sons=children--v + hypoth  'im--neg  ]yX--Qal  act 

part tVm + pers pron)

VS 2  THEN JACOB'S ANGER BURNED AGAINST RACHEL, AND AND HE SAID,  (anger 

of Jacob--wc + Qal impf hrx to kindle or start a fire, to burn--pref b + 

Rachel--and he said)  "AM I IN THE PLACE OF GOD, WHO HAS  WITHHELD  FROM 

YOU THE FRUIT OF THE WOMB?"  (h interr--prep txT in place  of--Elohiym-- 

pers pron--rel pron  'asher--Qal  pf  inm  to  keep  back,  restrain  or 

withhold--pref m + 2fs suff--fruit of belly, womb)

VS 3  AND SHE SAID, stfwd  "HERE IS MY MAID BILHAH, GO IN TO  HER,  THAT 

SHE MAY BEAR ON MY KNEES,  (hinneh--Bilhah, my maid--Qal imperv  XOB--to 

her--v + Qal impf dly--prep li + f.p.n  frB,  to  bear  upon  the  knees 

indicates that Rachel intends to  take  the  child  as  hers)   SO  THAT 

THROUGH HER I TOO MAY HAVE CHILDREN."  (pers pron + adv ,g--v  +  Niphal 

impf hnB will be built, ie have a family--pref m + 3fs, from the  source 

of her)

SUMMARY VS 1-3

1.  The problems in Jacob's family will continue to be detailed  through 

this chapter.

2.  The conflict between Leah and  Rachel  will  not  subside  over  the 

years, but continue unabated.

3.  The births of the four sons of Leah were grouped together in chapter 

29, occurred during the 11-14th year of service to Laban.

4.  vs 1 does not necessarily occur immediately following the  birth  of 

the fourth son.

5.  No doubt Rachel was somewhat envious of her sister with each passing 

birth, but at some point she could hold it in no longer.

6.  Her frustration at her inability to conceive grew  worse  with  each 

passing month.

7.  At some point she could tolerate it no longer,  and  explodes  under 

her STA.

8.  Like most under the delusion of the STA, she  attempts  to  fix  the 

blame for her problems on someone else.

9.  She is frustrated at God, but  that  would  not  be  "spiritual"  to 

admit.

10.  She launches into an attack on Jacob, as if he were the culprit.

11.  Rachel has always been the attractive one in  the  family  who  was 

much prettier than her sister.

12.  She now wants something which human  attractiveness  and  ingenuity 

cannot provide.

13.  She desires something which only God can provide.

14.  Rather than pray about it, she gives in to her frustration and goes 

full tilt under her STA. 

15.  While there is nothing sinful  or  wrong  in  the  desire  to  have 

children, the demand for children with no thought or regard for the will 

of God in the matter is not only stupid, it is sinful.

16.  She threatens Jacob with her death, most likely a veiled threat  of 

suicide.

17.  Jacob does not react as some may expect, he  does  not  attempt  to 

comfort her in any way.

18.  Instead, he explodes with indignation at her unreasonable demand.

19.  He challenges her with the very pointed statement that her  problem 

is not with him, it is with God.

20.  He recognizes, as all should, that God controls the giving of life, 

not men.

21.  Rachel responds with a cosmic convention,  that  of  supplying  the 

husband with a female slave, in order to have children.

22.  This did not work for Sarah, and it will not work for Rachel.

23.  Surrogate mothers are not endorsed in any way in the WOG.

24.  While the cosmos may endorse this approach  in  Rachel's  day,  and 

in our day, they may endorse this approach, and others as well, it  does 

not mean that this is the will of God.

25.  Her desire is to have a family by means of her servant, who is  not 

consulted in the matter.

26.  This is all a total violation  of  RM/RW  and  the  institution  of 

marriage.

27.  Once again, we see a female dictating policy in the  household  and 

the wimpy male going along to keep the peace.

28.  The problem is that this does  not  solve  any  problems,  it  only 

creates more.  vs 9

29.  It  clearly  demonstrates  Rachel's  lack  of  trust  in  God,  her 

spiritual disorientation, and horsiness under the STA.

VS 4  SO SHE GAVE HIM HER MAID BILHAH AS A WIFE, AND JACOB  WENT  IN  TO 

HER.  stfwd

VS 5  AND BILHAH CONCEIVED AND BORE JACOB  A  SON.   (got  pregnant  and 

brought forth to Jacob a son)

VS 6  THEN RACHEL SAID, "GOD HAS VINDICATED ME, AND HAS INDEED HEARD  MY 

VOICE AND HAS GIVEN ME A SON."  (and Rachel said--Elohiym--Qal pf ]yD to 

rule or regulate, to judge or pass judgment, whether in  the  condemning 

and punishing of the guilty, or in upholding the right of  one  who  has 

been wronged--v + adv gam--Qal pf shama' + pref b  +  qol=to  obey,  She 

states that God has obeyed her!!!!--wc + Qal impf nathan--to me--a son)

THEREFORE SHE NAMED HIM DAN.   (]k=li--Qal  pf  qara'--name  of  him--]D 

judge)

VS 7  AND RACHEL'S MAID BILHAH CONCEIVED AGAIN AND BORE JACOB  A  SECOND 

SON.  stfwd

VS 8  SO RACHEL SAID,  stfwd  "GOD'S WRESTLING  MATCH  I  HAVE  WRESTLED 

AGAINST MY SISTER, AND I HAVE INDEED PREVAILED."  (m.p.n.const.  ,ylVTpn 

1X, wrestlings, combats--Elohiym, she claims that this  is  God's  fight 

she  is  fighting,  not  her  own,  severe   disorientation   and   self 

justification-- Niphal pf ltP 5X,  to  be  twisted,  metaph.  crafty  or 

deceitful, lit. to twist the limbs, to wrestle--prep ,i + my sister used 

here in an adversary situation, note that wrestling  is  reciprocal,  at 

least in the mind of Rachel--adv gam--Qal pf lky to be able or made able 

in fighting to prevail)  AND SHE NAMED HIM NAPHTALI.   (wc  +  Qal  impf 

qara'--name of him--ylTpn  my wrestling)

SUMMARY VS 4-8

1.  Rachel proceeds with her STA  plan  to  have  children  through  the 

agency of her female servant.

2.  Jacob cooperates in this venture, and has sex with Bilhah.

3.  She conceives and 9 mos. later gives birth to a son.

4.  Rachel demonstrates her self will and disorientation in  the  naming 

of the boy.

5.  She names him Dan, due to the  fact  that  her  dubious  scheme  was 

successful.

6.  She  fully  believed  that  since  her  plan  was  successful,  this 

demonstrated clearly that God was for her.

7.  She wanted vindication before her contemporaries, and  since  Bilhah 

had this child she perceived this as God's stamp of approval.

8.  Her statement that God had heard her voice indicates  that  she  had 

made this issue a matter of prayer.

9.  She prayed about her human viewpoint solution to  her  problem,  and 

then proceeded with her human viewpoint solution.

10.  Because it did not meet with failure, she concluded that God evalu- 

ated this situation just as she did.

11.  This demonstrates maximum disorientation and the delusion which the 

STA can produce in the believer.

12.  Her plan violated the sanctity of marriage, and was in  no  fashion 

the will of God.

13.  Because He permitted it, she wrongly  concludes  that  it  was  His 

directive will.

14.  She boasts that she is  now  vindicated  by  this  human  viewpoint 

action, and all should know that God is for her.

15.  She is completely deluded by her own STA.

16.  Like the Corinthians, she is a  perfect  example  of  the  sarkikos 

believer.  ICor. 3:1-3

17.  When the believer  does  not  understand  the  issues  of  doctrine 

clearly and therefore spends too much time out of fellowship,  spiritual 

growth is stunted.

18.  Beyond that they fall under certain  delusions  and  perceive  that 

they are just fine in terms of God and His plan  for  their  life,  even 

though they are completely wrong.

19.  They begin to rationalize that since God has not stopped  them  and 

their STA plans and schemes meet with a certain amount of success,  that 

God must be blessing their case.

20.  The mistakenly assume their folly to be their vindication.

21.  The believer does not need to search for vindication in this  life, 

God is the only one who can truly evaluate each believer.

22.  One fact each believer must keep before themselves is the fact that 

God is the only one who can accurately judge me.  ICor. 4:4-5

23.  Not only can you not fully evaluate yourself, you certainly  cannot 

completely evaluate other believers.  Rom. 14:4,10-13

24.  This action of seeking children through her servant  did  not  stop 

after the first child.

25.  Both Rachel and Jacob continue with this practice.

26.  Once again Bilhah becomes pregnant and gives birth to another son.

27.  Both of these children were taken by Rachel as  her  own,  and  she 

acted as the mother.

28.  The naming of the second child gives further proof of Rachel's  STA 

view of things.

29.  She names the child Naphtali, which means wrestling.

30.  She obviously considers her sister an enemy and  a  rival  for  her 

place in Jacob's life.

31.  She expresses the idea that she and her sister have been wrestling, 

and that she represents the side of God in the matter.

32.  Rachel is completely deluded into thinking that God is for  her  in 

this activity, and somehow against her sister.

33.  She claims to have won the match, which she was fighting for God.

34.  As she struggles under the STA to have what God has denied  her  in 

grace, she comes up with these  strange  STA  rationalizations  for  her 

activity.

35.  If she would but just wait and be  patient,  she  would  eventually 

have children in the proper manner.  vs 22

36.  This became such a big issue to her, that she allowed it  to  blind 

her to reality.

37.  She would eventually die in childbirth.  Gen. 35:16ff

VS 9  WHEN LEAH SAW THAT HE HAD  STOPPED  BEARING,  SHE  TOOK  HER  MAID 

ZILPAH AND GAVE HER TO JACOB AS A WIFE.  (Leah--wc + Qal impf  hXr--conj 

kiy--Qal pf dmi to stand or stand still, to stop--pref m + Qal inf const 

dly from bringing  forth--wc  +  Qal  impf  laqach--Zilpah,  her  female 

servant--wc + Qal impf nathan--s.d.o + 3fs suff--pref l +  Jacob--for  a 

wife)

VS 10  AND LEAH'S MAID ZILPAH BORE JACOB A SON.  (Zilpah, maid of Leah-- 

wc + Qal impf yaladh--to Jacob--a son)

VS 11  THEN LEAH SAID, "HOW FORTUNATE!" SO SHE  NAMED  HIM  GAD.   (Leah 

said--pref b + m.s.n dG good luck or good fortune--and  she  called  his 

name--dG)

VS 12  AND LEAH'S MAID ZILPAH BORE JACOB A SECOND SON.  stfwd  

VS 13  THEN LEAH SAID, "HAPPY AM I!  FOR  WOMEN  WILL  CALL  ME  HAPPY."  

(Leah said--pref b + rwX by my happiness, good  fortune,  this  word  is 

considered by many to be nearly a synonym for Gad--conj  kiy  +  women-- 

Piel pf rwX to re straight or right, to go well,  to  be  successful  or 

prosper, to be fortunate, NOTE THAT THIS IS A PERFECT, NOT AN  IMPERFECT 

women of her time were telling her how fortunate or prosperous she was-- 

she called name of him--rwX--Note that this is the  same  word  used  in 

Psalm one to describe the state of one who is under God's blessing.)

SUMMARY VS 9-13

1.  Leah has already given birth to 4 sons as we  saw  in  the  previous 

chapter.

2.  She was noted by God not to  be  receiving  any  true  attention  or 

affection from Jacob, and blessed with children.

3.  She rightly attributes the births to the Lord, and mentions  Him  in 

connection with the children.

4.  She was hoping to gain some favor in the eyes of Jacob, which likely 

did not occur.

5.  After she stopped bearing  children,  she  observed  the  course  of 

action which Rachel had taken, and pursues the same course herself.

6.  She learned from her opponent and resorted to the same sort  of  STA 

activity to promote herself in the eyes of Jacob.

7.  The rivalry between these women is only warming up.

8.  Both of these women gave a female servant to Jacob,  who  acquiesced 

to their STA whims.

9.  This is all a violation of  RM/RW,  introducing  polygamy  into  the 

family as some sort of accepted practice.

10.  There is no doubt that this was accepted practice by the cosmos  at 

that time.

11.  The problems which arise in  this  family  ought  to  make  the  CA 

believer stop and carefully consider any sort  of  cosmic  viewpoint  in 

regard to any matter.

12.  Their conformity to the cosmos only serves to further inflame their 

STAs and create further problems in the family.

13.  This family is loaded with STA activity and it does not appear that 

any one of them applies any serious doctrine.

14.  This is a lesson to believers today, family dissension and  turmoil 

is not only unhealthy, it disrupts spiritual growth.

15.  Some believers have become spiritual casualties due to a failure to 

properly deal with the issues related to the family.

16.  Rachel's STA activity brings forth STA activity from Leah, and this 

continues to escalate, back and forth.

17.  At some point, someone in the family  has  got  to  begin  applying 

doctrine.

18.  Each believer must be cognizant of the fact that they cannot change 

anyone in their family, you cannot change your husband or your wife.

19.  You will, however, be evaluated for what you did with the  doctrine 

that you have heard.

20.  You are the only person you have a mandate to work spiritually,  so 

you should concentrate diligently on your applications.

21.  These two women are also an example of what happens when the man of 

the house is a wimp and does not deal with the STA of his wife.

22.  These two women  were  horsy  bitches  who  created  a  climate  of 

hostility and jealousy beyond belief.

23.  This sort of home life  is  not  what  God  has  in  mind  for  the 

believer.

24.  God desires us to have peace in the home, but that is not going  to 

happen as long as we cave in to the STA under every test.

25.  Rather than apply doctrine toward each other, they led  with  their 

STAs and fought each other.

26.  Rather than live together in peace, a state of war existed  in  the 

home.

27.  God has provided a blueprint for happiness in the Word of God,  but 

you have to follow the plan or you are destined for failure and misery.

28.  The plan for the family includes:

    A.  The man as the authority, to be obeyed as if he were God.  IPet. 

        3:1ff

    B.  This is true for the wife and for the children.  Eph. 5:22, 6:1

    C.  The wife as the helpmate, to  be  cared  for  by  the  man,  not 

        treated like a slave.  IIPet. 3:7; Eph. 5:25-33

    D.  The parents teaching the principles of doctrine to the  children 

        by word and example.  Deut. 4:10; Eph. 6:4

29.  If these principles are neglected or disregarded, chaos results and 

the family becomes like this one, a nightmare.

30.  Leah and Rachel both give a slave to Jacob, with whom he mistakenly 

has sex.

31.  God does not condescend to their evaluation of their actions, since 

Rachel is the only woman who is called the wife of  Jacob  in  the  WOG.  

Gen. 46:19

32.  Marriage involves only one man and  one  woman,  and  their  mutual 

decision to be husband and wife.

33.  In the case of Leah and these two slaves, that was not true.

34.  Leah's plan, like Rachel's before her, was successful; in  that  it 

resulted in the birth of two more boys.

35.  Both of whom she took for her own and raised.

36.  The first she named Gad, no longer reflecting the concept  or  idea 

that God was involved, but reflecting the STA viewpoint of good luck.

37.  The second she named Asher, denoting  the  fact  that  she  is  now 

building her happiness on her children.

38.  The woman who builds her happiness on her children is  destined  to 

end up miserable, since her true happiness in life should come only from 

her right man.

39.  She also is infatuated by the fact  that  others  around  her  were 

complimenting her on her success.

40.  The compliments of the maladjusted should not in any way  encourage 

or flatter the believer.

41.  These things do not sustain you or keep you happy.

42.  Children have nothing to do with whether or not a woman  makes  the 

maturity adjustment.

43.  While the cosmos may smile and pat you on  the  back  for  being  a 

prolific mother, God is  only  impressed  by  your  acclimation  to  the 

authority of your right man.

44.  Do you want to be a Sarah, or a Rebekah, Leah, or Rachel??????

VS 14  NOW IN THE DAYS OF WHEAT HARVEST REUBEN WENT AND FOUND  MANDRAKES 

IN THE FIELD,  (Reuben--wc + Qal  impf  halakh--in  the  days  of--m.s.n 

const ryjq harvest, verb=to cut off or down, to harvest  or  reap--f.p.n 

hUx wheats.  The time of  the  wheat  harvest  generally  falls  in  the 

period from the 3rd week of April until the middle of June.   This  fact 

is certainly in accord with the ripening of the mandrakes, see below--wc 

+ Qal impf Xjm--m.p.n ydVD a herb resembling the belladonna, with a root 

like a carrot, having white and reddish blossoms of a sweet smell,  with 

yellow apples which commonly are ripe from May to July.  Known as  "love 

apples", since they are regarded by some as having  a  sexual  power  or 

aphrodisiac--in the field)  AND BROUGHT THEM TO HIS MOTHER LEAH.   stfwd  

THEN RACHEL SAID TO LEAH, "PLEASE GIVE ME SOME OF YOUR SON'S MANDRAKES."  

(Qal impf nathan + Xn--to my--pref m + mandrakes of your son)

VS 15  BUT SHE SAID TO HER, stfwd  "IS IT A SMALL MATTER FOR YOU TO TAKE 

MY HUSBAND?  (interr h + uim small or little--Qal inf const  laqach  "to 

take"--s.d.o + my man)  AND WOULD YOU TAKE  MY  SON'S  MANDRAKES  ALSO?"  

(wc + Qal pf laqach--adv gam--mandrakes of  my  son)   SO  RACHEL  SAID, 

"THEREFORE HE MAY  LIE  WITH  YOU  TONIGHT  IN  RETURN  FOR  YOUR  SON'S 

MANDRAKES."  (Rachel said--pref l + ]k--Qal impf yashabh--with  you--d.a 

+ m.s.n hlyl tonight--prep txT  instead  of,  or  in  place  of,  or  in 

exchange for--mandrakes of your son)

VS 16  WHEN JACOB CAME IN FROM THE FIELD IN THE EVENING, THEN LEAH  WENT 

OUT TO MEET HIM AND SAID,  (Jacob--wc + Qal impf bo'--from  the  field-- 

pref b + 'erebh--Leah--wc + Qal impf yatsa'--to meet him and said)  "YOU 

MUST COME IN  TO  ME,  FOR  I  HAVE  SURELY  HIRED  YOU  WITH  MY  SON'S 

MANDRAKES."  (emphasis here is on her, sentence begins with "to me"--Qal 

impf bo'-- conj kiy--Qal inf abs + Qal pf rkw hiring you, I  hired  you, 

emphatic-- with mandrakes of my son)  SO HE HAD SEX WITH HER THAT NIGHT.  

(wc + Qal impf bkw when followed by ,i as here  indicates  to  lie  down 

with for the purpose of sex--in the night the that)

SUMMARY VS 14-16

1.  The incident which is here recorded gives even more  shocking  proof 

of the rivalry which had become full-blown between the two sisters.

2.  This passage also further confirms  the  evils  and  problems  which 

exist due to bigamy or polygamy.

3.  The conflict continues even though the two  women  are  sisters,  or 

perhaps all the more on that account.

4.  The time of the wheat harvest is used merely to fix the time of year 

in which this incident occurred.

5.  It does  not  suggest  that  Jacob  or  anyone  in  his  family  was 

harvesting wheat, since we have been told that his profession  was  that 

of shepherd.

6.  A small point of isagogics which further lends authenticity  to  the 

text is the fact  that  the  wheat  harvest  and  the  ripening  of  the 

mandrakes occurs roughly during the same time of the year.

7.  The first-born of Leah, Reuben would have been about 4 years old  by 

the time this happened.

8.  Typical of a child, he sees that which attracts the eye and  gathers 

some and takes them to his mother as a present.

9.   The  yellow  berries  of  the  mandrake  would  naturally  get  his 

attention.

10.  When he arrives home to give  his  mother  a  present,  Rachel  was 

present and observed what he brought.

11.  She is frustrated with God due to her lack  of  children,  and  now 

turns to hocus pocus and mystical cures for her barrenness.

12.  There is no doubt that the ancient cosmos considered the mandrake a 

plant which was an aphrodisiac, as well as one which promoted fertility.

13.  It certainly is a plant which was attractive, gave off  a  pleasing 

fragrance, and had a pleasant, but acquired taste.

14.  It has a near relation, Atropa belladonna which is  the  source  of 

atropine, which has decided medicinal qualities.

15.  With these types of  properties,  it  came  to  be  regarded  as  a 

stimulant to sexual activity.

16.  There is no indication that it had any sexual  properties  at  all, 

it was merely the result of baseless superstition.

17.  Rachel is past the point of relying on God for her  prosperity,  so 

she resorts to this superstitious approach.

18.  She asks her sister for some of the mandrakes in order to alleviate 

her problem of barrenness.

19.  This results in an  angry  attack  from  Leah,  who  was  obviously 

frustrated with her lot as well.

20.  For all her children, she obviously had not gained the affection of 

Jacob which she so earnestly desired.

21.  She accuses Rachel of alienation of affection, but the fact is that 

she never had Jacob's affection.

22.  There is no way in hell that Jacob possessed any desire  for  Leah, 

or any inclination to marry her.

23.  She, with the blessing of her father, had manipulated the situation 

and bagged herself a husband.

24.  She may have gotten what she wanted, but she could not  make  Jacob 

love her.

25.  When she observed  the  obvious  love  and  affection  which  Jacob 

possessed for Rachel, she became jealous and vindictive.

26.  She explodes under her STA  bitterness,  and  charges  Rachel  with 

attempting to pilfer what was rightfully hers.

27.  Leah certainly begrudges her sister the mandrakes,  since  she  was 

aware of their alleged qualities.

28.  She has no desire to do anything  which  may  further  enhance  her 

sister's lot with Jacob.

29.  If Rachel were to get pregnant and have children,  she  would  gain 

even more favor, or so Leah thinks.

30.  Leah takes advantage of her situation, and strikes  a  bargain  for 

the mandrakes.

31.  If Rachel is going to get  the  mandrakes,  she  wants  a  shot  at 

another conception.

32.  This implies that she had not been sleeping regularly  with  Jacob, 

and she views this as an opportunity to advance herself.

33.  When Jacob returns home that evening, Leah gleefully meets him away 

from the house and informs him of his lot for the evening.

34.  It is difficult to imagine that Jacob continued to  go  along  with 

their STA activity, but he did.

35.  He manifests a sinful acquiescence to the whims of these two  horsy 

bitches.

36.  He does not attempt to run the home like a man, but  just  goes  to 

work each day and tries to make the best of it.

37.  Keep in mind that he is in this situation because he did not  stand 

up to Laban in the first place.

38.  Jacob's lot is a tough job, working for  low  pay,  working  for  a 

deceitful boss, and a horrible home life.

39.  But like a dutiful wimp, he has sex that night with Leah.

VS 17  AND GOD HAVE HEED TO LEAH, AND SHE CONCEIVED  AND  BORE  JACOB  A 

FIFTH SON.  (Elohiym--wc + Qal impf imw--prep 'el +  Leah--and  she  god 

pregnant and brought forth to Jacob--a son, fifth)

VS 18  THEN LEAH SAID, "GOD HAS GIVEN ME MY WAGES,  BECAUSE  I  GAVE  MY 

MAID TO MY HUSBAND."  (Leah said--Elohiym--Qal pf  nathan--m.s.n  +  1cs 

suff rkw the idea of the verb is to engage the services  of  another  in 

return for pay, this noun means the pay, wages or reward  for  service-- 

rel pron," used here  causally,  introducing  a  noun  clause,  probably 

equivalent to an accusative of specification, with the meaning, in that" 

Hebrew syntax, Williams, p77 sec 468--Qal pf nathan--my female servant-- 

to my husband)  SO SHE NAMED HIM ISSACHAR.  (and she called his  name0-- 

rkwWy compound of wy + rkw reward or pay)

VS 19  AND LEAH CONCEIVED AGAIN AND BORE A SIXTH SON TO JACOB.  stfwd

VS 20  THEN LEAH SAID, "GOD HAS ENDOWED ME, EVEN ME,  AS  A  GOOD  GIFT;  

(Leah said --Elohiym--Qal pf dbz hapax, this  verb  means  to  endow  or 

bestow a dowry or wedding present on someone--s.d.o +1cs suff 

[TOM, THIS CONSTRUCTION LOOKS LIKE IT  CAN  GO  ONE  OF  TWO  WAYS,  THE 

ACCUSATIVE CAN BE THE GIFT, WHAT WAS BESTOWED, OR IT CAN BE THE  ONE  ON 

WHOM IT WAS BESTOWED, SINCE IT IS USED ONLY  ONCE,  THERE  IS  NO  OTHER 

PASSAGE TO COMPARE--SO I TAKE THE SIGN OF  THE  DIRECT  OBJECT  HERE  TO 

REFER TO WHAT FOLLOWS, I.E. ME IS THE GOOD GIFT OR DOWRY.   I  KNOW  YOU 

WILL HAVE MORE TIME TO REFLECT ON THIS, SO LET  ME  KNOW  WHICH  ONE  IS 

CORRECT.]

m.s.n dbz hapax, a gift or dowry--adj bOu)  NOW MY  HUSBAND  WILL  DWELL 

WITH ME, BECAUSE I HAVE BORNE HIM SIX SONS."  (d.a. + ,iP =now  or  this 

time--my husband--Qal impf lbz to inhabit or dwell  with--conj  kiy--Qal 

pf dly to him--six sons)  SO SHE NAMED HIM ZEBULUN.  (and she called his 

name--]Vlbz z bhulun = habitation)

VS 21 AND AFTERWARD SHE BORE A DAUGHTER AND NAMED HER DINAH.  (and after 

she bore a daughter and called her name--hnyD diynah judged,  acquitted, 

vindicated)

SUMMARY VS 17-21

1.  With all the conflict and misery in this home we may lose  sight  of 

the fact that these people were all believers.

2.  In spite of their tangled STA webs, from  time  to  time  they  came 

under Divine favor and blessing.

3.  While it may be true that their blessing  was  contingent  upon  the 

Abrahamic covenant, obviously Leah engages in prayer about this matter.

4.  There can be no doubt that God's answers are based on grace and  not 

on the merit of the petitioner.

5.  We should not lose sight of the fact that the same is true today, no 

matter how much doctrine we may have or think we have, God's blessing is 

based on doctrine and the person and work of His Son, not our merit.

6.  From the context it appears that the  fifth  son,  Issachar,  was  a 

result of the night Leah hired Jacob with the mandrakes.

7.  Rather than focus on God's grace, Leah demonstrates how  maladjusted 

she is by naming this son, Issachar.

8.  She views her birth as some sort of Divine reward for her unselfish- 

ness in giving her female servant to Jacob.

9.  She did not give her servant to Jacob as an  act  of  unselfishness, 

but to spite her sister and have more children.

10.  Because her scheme was successful, she puts the  best  face  on  it 

that she can and attributes it to God.

11.  It should be evident that many people attribute things to God, with 

which He has nothing to do.

12.  God is in no way in favor of  polygamy  and  the  evils  which  are 

occurring in this house.

13.  Nevertheless, in spite of the rampant STA  activity,  His  plan  is 

being furthered in the multiplication of Abraham's offspring.

14.  Leah gets pregnant again after some lapse of time, and gives  birth 

to a sixth son.

15.  Leah's thinking is that God has blessed her husband through her, so 

she perceives herself to to quite a gift to him.

16.  She views herself as a wedding present or dowry, who has been given 

by God to Jacob.

17.  She is impressed with herself and her ability to bear children, and 

she continues to think that this will commend her to her husband.

18.  She will not be able to purchase his love by having babies.

19.  Rachel could not acquire children through the things she possessed, 

Jacob's love, her looks, her figure, etc.

20.  Both wanted what the other had  and  were  miserable  because  they 

could not acquire it.

21.  She makes a word play in the Hebrew, using dbz and  lbz  suggesting 

that now her husband will treat her in the way she desires since she  is 

so valuable to him.

22.  She names the sixth son Zebulun, dwelling, to  symbolize  what  she 

hopes will occur.

23.  vs 21 informs us that she gives birth sometime later to a daughter, 

whom she names Dinah, a form of Dan meaning acquittal or vindication.

24.  The fact is Jacob had other daughters  who  are  not  named.   Gen. 

37:35, 46:7,15

VS 22  THEN GOD REMEMBERED RACHEL, AND GOD LISTENED TO  HER  AND  OPENED 

HER WOMB.  (Elohiym--wc + Qal impf rkz to remember,  to  bring  back  to 

mind, anthropopath for omniscience--s.d.o +  Rachel--Elohiym--wc  +  Qal 

impf imw-- prep lX + 3fs--wc + Qal impf xtP--s.d.o +  ,xr  inner  parts, 

womb)

VS 23  SO SHE CONCEIVED AND BORE A SON AND SAID, "GOD HAS TAKEN AWAY  MY 

REPROACH."  (wc + Qal impf hrh got pregnant--wc + Qal impf dly--m.s.n ]B 

--wc + Qal impf rmX--Elohiym--Qal pf [cX to scrape together,  to  gather 

up or take to oneself, to  take  away  or  remove--s.d.o  +  f.s.n  hPrx 

reproach, scorn, contempt.  The verb [rx =  Casting  blame  on  someone, 

imputing blame  or  guilt  to  someone  which  harms  his  character  or 

reputation.  To treat with contempt, to taunt or mock)

VS 24  AND SHE NAMED HIM JOSEPH, SAYING, "MAY THE LORD GIVE  ME  ANOTHER 

SON."  (and she called name  of  him--[cOy  double  meaning  here,  from 

'asaph, he takes away, and yasaph, He will add--saying--Hiphil impf  [cy 

to add to something, to increase--YHWH--a son, another)

SUMMARY VS 22-24

1.  This verse is as strong a statement that God is the final  authority 

behind the scenes.

2.  For all her beauty and pulchritude, Rachel could not have  what  she 

so desperately wanted.

3.  Her superstitious attempt with the  mandrakes  occurred  some  years 

earlier, and did not produce the desired result.

4.  God sovereignly controls who has babies and who does not.

5.  Three verbs in this verse, 2 of  which  have  God  as  the  explicit 

subject, serve to underscore this fact.

6.  There was some extent to which the ancients recognized that  God  or 

gods, depending upon their beliefs, controlled  the  forces  related  to 

children.

7.  There was a belief that going childless was an expression of  Divine 

displeasure.

8.  So for Rachel to finally have a baby would cause people  to  believe 

that God was no longer displeased with her.

9.  The verb remembered is an anthropopathism for omniscience, since God 

can never forget or lose sight of anything.

10.  It implies to turn one's attention toward something or someone  who 

did not previously have one's attention.

11.  The fact that God heard Rachel indicates that she had now made this 

a matter of prayer.

12.  Opened the womb is a phrase which indicates that God  oversees  the 

process of pregnancy and childbirth.

13.  This was just a small exercise of His omnipotence.

14.  Rachel rightly attributes the child to God.

15.  She assumes that this has taken away her reproach  or  contempt  in 

the eyes of her contemporaries.

16.  She certainly thinks that this is her vindication.

17.  She is a believer who is not so much concerned about the issues  of 

doctrine, as much as she is concerned with having children.

18.  She names the boy, Joseph, in a word play on the two verbs "removed 

and add".

19.  She is right that she will give birth once again, and God will  use 

the second birth to administer the SUD. to Rachel.

20.  Instead of dealing with the issues of submission to  her  husband's 

authority and pursuing BD, she builds her life and happiness around  her 

children.

VS 25  NOW IT CAME ABOUT WHEN RACHEL HAD BORNE JOSEPH, THAT  JACOB  SAID 

TO LABAN,  (wc + Qal impf hayah--pref +rel pron rwXK just as,  indicates 

that this request to leave occurred just after the birth of Joseph,  and 

that the fourteen years is up, Jacob is now 91--Rachel--Qal pf  yaladh-- 

Joseph--Jacob said to Laban)  "SEND ME AWAY, THAT I MAY  GO  TO  MY  OWN 

PLACE AND TO MY OWN COUNTRY.  (Piel imperv xlw--v + Qal impf cohort  flh 

let me walk--prep lX + ,Oqm + 1cs--and to my land, homeland)

VS 26  GIVE ME MY WIVES AND MY CHILDREN FOR WHOM I HAVE SERVED YOU,  AND 

LET ME DEPART;  (Qal imperv emphatic ]tn--s.d.o + wives--v + s.d.o + dly 

one born--rel pron 'asher--Qal pf dbi--s.d.o + 2ms--pref b +  3fp,  lit. 

give my wives which I have served you for  them--v  +  Qal  impf  cohort 

halakh)  FOR YOU YOURSELF KNOW MY SERVICE  WHICH  I  HAVE  SERVED  YOU."  

(conj kiy--pers pron + Qal pf 2ms idy are aware of--s.d.o +  f.s.n  hdbi 

labor, work, service--rel pron + Qal pf dbi +2ms suff)

VS 27  BUT LABAN SAID TO HIM, "IF I HAVE FOUND FAVOR IN YOUR EYES, STAY,  

Laban said to him--part. of entreaty Xn--hypoth ,X--Qal pf Xjm--m.s.n ]k 

grace, mercy, or favor--in your eyes--supply stay)  I HAVE  USED  OCCULT 

PRACTICES TO LEARN THAT YHWH HAS BLESSED ME BECAUSE OF YOU."   (Piel  pf 

1cs wxn to use sorcery, to practice enchantment, use the occult to  find 

out information, note noun cognate wxn is word for serpent.  Interesting 

that a believer resorts to this sort of activity to find out what should 

have been obvious to him.--YHWH--Piel pf frB--pref b + m.s.n llG  cause, 

circumstance, reason, with b =because of)

VS 28  AND HE SAID, "NAME YOUR WAGE AND LET ME GIVE IT."  (and he said-- 

Qal imperv emphatic bqn to hollow  out,  to  excavate,  to  separate  or 

distinguish, to declare or  assert  distinctly,  to  specify--m.s.n  rkw 

wages or reward, the price for which someone  is  hired--v  +  Qal  impf 

cohort nathan)

SUMMARY VS 25-28

1.  The birth of Joseph is keyed to the end of  the  second  seven  year 

period which Jacob worked for Laban.

2.  At that time Jacob has had enough and requests  his  dismissal  from 

the hire of Laban.

3.  From what he says it seems apparent that Jacob recognized that  this 

was not truly his place.

4.  He desired to return to the land of Canaan, a fact  I  attribute  to 

his spiritual growth during this time.

5.  He states that he is  planning  to  take  his  wives  which  he  has 

rendered service for, as well as all his children.

6.  We do not know exactly how many children he had at this time, but we 

do know that he had 11 of his 12 sons by this time.

7.  The request for a formal dismissal is designed to  acknowledge  that 

their contract was fulfilled, and that Jacob owed Laban nothing.

8.  Jacob cites his hard, faithful work for Laban, a  fact  which  Laban 

would be well aware of.

9.  In spite of the fact that Laban  had  cheated  and  deceived  Jacob, 

Jacob had been faithful to work equally hard the final 7 years.

10.  Jacob cites his integrity to Laban, a fact which Laban has  already 

recognized.

11.  Laban politely requests Jacob  to  reconsider  and  not  leave  his 

employ.

12.  Laban now confirms the fact that he was  a  religious  reversionist 

and an idol worshiper.

13.  He claims that he used occult means  to  ascertain  that  YHWH  had 

blessed him on account of Jacob's presence.

14.  This should have been obvious, but when people reject the  plan  of 

God, they often resort to this sort of superstitious  activity  to  live 

their lives.

15.  We are not told specifically what form  of  divination  that  Laban 

employed, but common methods included:

    a.  Chresmology--consulting a seer or prophet for a divine message.

    b.  Oneiromancy--interpreting dreams for guidance.

    c.  Astrology--consulting the stars and planets.

    d.  Necromancy--contacting the dead, through mediums.

    e.  Haruspicy--study of the entrails of animals.

    f.  Augury--analyzing the movements of animals, esp. birds.

    g.  Omens and portents, attributing supernatural character to common 

        phenomena.

    h.  Mechanical means--dice, lots, water, fire, drawing straws, etc.

16.  Laban is a superstitious believer who recognizes that he has a good 

thing in Jacob, and would be wise to keep him in his employ.

17.  His actions are based on greed and selfishness.

18.  He offers Jacob carte blanche in terms of an  agreement,  Jacob  is 

free to name what he desires to work for.

VS 29  BUT HE SAID TO HIM, "YOU YOURSELF KNOW HOW I HAVE SERVED YOU  AND 

HOW YOUR CATTLE HAVE FARED WITH ME.  (and he said to  him--pers  pron  + 

Qal pf idy--s.d.o + rel pron=that which--Qal pf dbi I  served  you--v  + 

s.d.o + rel pron=that  which--Qal  pf  hyh  became--m.s.n  hnqm  lit.  a 

possession, wealth, for the  nomads  this  always  is  used  of  cattle, 

livestock, herds, etc.--with me)

VS 30  BECAUSE YOU HAD LITTLE BEFORE I ARRIVED, AND IT HAS INCREASED  TO 

A MULTITUDE;  (conj yk explanatory--subst. uim a little, whether in time 

or quantity--rel pron which--Qal pf hayah--to you--to my faces=before my 

arrival--wc + Qal impf /rP to break or break out, to spread or  scatter, 

to overflow--pref l + Qal inf const bbr to increase, to become  much  or 

many)  AND THE LORD HAS BLESSED YOU WHEREVER I  TURNED.   (YHWH--Qal  pf 

barakh--s.d.o +2ms--pref l + lgr to my feet=wherever I go)  BUT NOW WHEN 

INDEED WILL I PROVIDE FOR MY HOUSEHOLD AS  WELL?"   (v  +  'atah--interr 

adv.  ytm when--Qal impf hwi produce or manufacture--adv ,g + pers  pron 

=emphasis in his tone--for my house)

VS 31  SO HE SAID, ie. Laban "WHAT WILL I GIVE YOU?"  (what will I  give 

to you?)  AND JACOB SAID, "YOU SHALL NOT GIVE ME ANYTHING.  (Jacob  said 

--neg lo' + Qal impf nathan--to me--indef. pron hmVXm m 'umah  anything, 

whatever)  IF YOU WILL DO THIS ONE THING FOR ME, I  WILL  AGAIN  PASTURE 

AND GUARD YOUR FLOCK:  (hypoth ,X--Qal impf 'asah--to me--the thing  the 

this--Qal impf cohort bVw let me return, ie let me once again--Qal  impf 

hir to feed or pasture a flock--your flock--Qal impf rmw keep  or  guard 

it)

VS 32  I WILL PASS THROUGH YOUR ENTIRE FLOCK TODAY, REMOVING FROM  THERE 

EVERY SPECKLED AND SPOTTED SHEEP,  (Qal impf rbi to pass over or through 

--pref b lk over all--your flock--d.a. + yom=today--Hiphil inf  abs  rVc 

in Qal to turn aside or depart, in Hiphil, to cause to turn aside, hence 

remove--from there--kol, all each or every one--m.s.n hw a  sheep  or  a 

goat--adj. dqn naqodh, marked with points or little spots, spotted--v  + 

Qal pass part Xlu lit to patch or sew up, being patched=larger spots  or 

patches of color)  AND EVERY BLACK ONE AMONG THE LAMBS, AND THE  SPOTTED 

AND SPECKLED AMONG THE GOATS; AND THIS WILL BECOME MY WAGES.  (v + kol + 

adj ,Vx chum= to be black--pref b + d.a. + bwK a lamb--and speckled  and 

spotted--pref b + d.a. + zi a goat--wc + Qal pf hayah--ms.n  rkw  reward 

or wages)

VS 33  SO MY HONESTY WILL ANSWER FOR ME LATER, WHEN YOU COME  CONCERNING 

MY WAGES BEFORE YOU.  (f.s.n hqdj right, righteousness, virtue, honesty- 

-will answer for me--in a day, tomorrow=at some future  time--conj  kiy= 

that when or because--Qal impf bo'--prep li concerning my  wages--before 

you)  EVERY ONE THAT IS NOT SPECKLED AND SPOTTED  AMONG  THE  GOATS  AND 

BLACK AMONG THE LAMBS, I WILL CONSIDER IT STOLEN!"  (all which does  not 

exist speckled and spotted among the goats, and black among the  lambs-- 

Qal pass part.bnG to steal or thieve away, being stolen--pers pron  it-- 

prep tX + 1cs suff=with me, ie in my estimation)

VS 34  AND LABAN SAID, "GREAT, IF IT BECOMES ACCORDING  TO  YOUR  WORD."  

(and Laban said--demons adv.]h look or behold, used as part. of  affirm. 

surely or yea--conj Vl conditional conj. used when one wishes  to  imply 

that what is under consideration is not, never was, nor will  be.   Used 

to express doubt about the probability of something, Laban is  not  very 

trusting of Jacob--Qal impf hayah--pref k + your word or statement)

SUMMARY VS 29-34

1.  Jacob is shrewd, just as Laban is, and so puts his best foot forward 

in the negotiations.

2.  He points out that Laban is keenly aware of the state of his  flocks 

since Jacob had taken them over some 14 years earlier.

3.  It is obvious that Laban's flocks have multiplied and expanded under 

the care of Jacob.

4.  Laban, who was a religious reversionist,  was  not  under  the  full 

blessing of God before Jacob's arrival.

5.  With all his problems and faults, Jacob points  out  that  YHWH  has 

blessed Laban merely by association with Jacob.

6.  Jacob is positive, Laban is not, and God blesses positive  volition, 

shortcomings aside.

7.  It is therefore obvious that Laban would only want to continue  this 

association, since he has prospered due to Jacob.

8.  Jacob has demonstrated that he  is  loyal,  honest,  dependable  and 

quite capable with Laban's property.

9.  Jacob now points out that it is only right that  he  be  allowed  to 

provide for himself, and his rather large family for the future.

10.  Laban offers to give Jacob what he requests, but Jacob refuses.

11.  Laban is a stingy believer who would hold anything he did for Jacob 

over his head.

12.  There are certain people, and sad to say many believers, from  whom 

you should not accept anything.

13.  They have a lack of grace orientation and do not do things and make 

applications as unto the Lord, they do it for ulterior motives.

14.  There are people it is just not wise to be indebted to.

15.  When anyone offers something, you should evaluate that  person  and 

consider their motives, lest you end up regretting taking any favor.

16.  The adjusted believer does what he does due  to  his  understanding 

and application of BD, not to hold it over another's head.

17.  This type of person is not a problem, self righteous Laban's are.

18.  The Laban type believer says, or at the least, thinks, "Look at all 

I have done for you", or "You owe me", or "where would  you  be  without 

me?"

19.  This sort of attitude and action demonstrates a Laban type, who you 

would be wise to not accept anything from.

20.  Jacob does have a plan for his wages, and he relates it to Laban.

21.  To understand his plan, one must understand that  in  the  Mideast, 

goats are black or dark brown, and rarely white or spotted.

22.  Likewise sheep are normally white, very seldom black or speckled.

23.  Jacob is not asking for  all  those  sheep  and  goats  which  were 

already in the flock, but for those which come in the future.

24.  So he offers to remove all unusual specimens from the  flocks,  and 

begin tending only solid white sheep and solid dark goats.

25.  Any offspring which striped, spotted, or  black  among  the  sheep, 

Jacob is to receive.

26.  He points out that Laban can easily  check  him  at  any  time  and 

determine if he is pilfering Laban's possessions.

27.  Jacob goes so far as to say that if any solid sheep  or  goats  are 

found with him, he will consider it an obvious  act  of  theft,  as  can 

Laban.

28.  Laban manifests that he does not  fully  trust  Jacob,  and  it  is 

evident that Jacob did not trust Laban, by his refusal of any gift.

29.  Nevertheless he agrees and they enter into this new agreement.

30.  There is no time limit set for this, but we will observe that  this 

occurs over the next six years.  31:38

VS 35  SO HE REMOVED ON THAT DAY THE STRIPED AND SPOTTED MALE GOATS  AND 

ALL THE SPECKLED AND SPOTTED FEMALE GOATS, EVERY ONE WITH WHITE  IN  IT, 

AND ALL THE BLACK ONES AMONG THE SHEEP, AND GAVE THEM INTO THE  CARE  OF 

HIS SONS.  (subject here must be Laban, further evidence that he did not 

trust Jacob--he gave them into the hands of his sons)

VS 36  AND HE PUT THREE DAYS' JOURNEY BETWEEN  HIMSELF  AND  JACOB,  AND 

JACOB FED THE REST OF LABAN'S FLOCKS.   (Jacob  pastured  the  flock  of 

Laban--Niphal part rty that which is left over or redundant,  the  rest, 

which is all the solid sheep and goats)

SUMMARY VS 35-36

1.  Laban and Jacob do not trust each other, and for good reason.

2.  Laban has deceived Jacob several times, not the least of  which  was 

the dirty trick with Leah.

3.  Jacob had apparently demonstrated to Laban  that  he  was  deceitful 

himself, since Laban acts as though he smells a rat.

4.  Jacob had stated that he would go through the  flocks  and  separate 

any animal which was not the normal color.

5.  Laban must not have had too many  unusual  colored  animals  in  his 

flock over the period of time that Jacob has watched them, or  he  never 

would have agreed to such a plan.

6.  He does want to make sure that Jacob does not attempt to pilfer  any 

of the flock which is already his, so he does the culling.

7.  Beyond that, he would not want any of the striped or spotted animals 

breeding with his flock, producing animals which would be Jacob's.

8.  He graphically demonstrates his mistrust  of  Jacob  by  moving  the 

striped and spotted flock a journey of three days from Jacob.

9.  He puts his sons in charge of the  animals,  no  doubt  with  strict 

orders to keep them out of Jacob's periphery.

10.  Jacob is left in charge of the flock which  contains  only  animals 

which were of solid accepted color.

VS 37  THEN JACOB TOOK FRESH RODS OF POPLAR AND ALMOND AND PLANE  TREES,  

(Jacob--wc + Qal impf laqach--f.s.n. const.lQm maqqel, a rod or a staff, 

later used of spears or javelins--m.s.n hnbl a  tree  with  white  bark, 

most consider it to be the white poplar--adj. xl fresh, moist, newly cut 

--v + m.s.n zVl the almond tree--v + m.s.n ]Omri 'armon, not chestnut as 

per KJV, since it is not native to that area, The plane tree could  grow 

to a height of 70 feet or more, verb 'aram=to be high)  AND PEELED WHITE 

STRIPES IN THEM, EXPOSING THE WHITE IN THE RODS.  (wc + Piel impf ljP to 

peel bark off, to strip back the bark, 2X, only here--on  them--f.p.n  + 

adj tOljP + ]bl--m.s.n const. [wxm a peeling back as of bark--the  white 

which was upon the rods)

VS 38  AND HE SET THE RODS WHICH HE HAD PEELED IN FRONT OF THE FLOCKS IN 

THE GUTTERS, IN THE WATERING TROUGHS, WHERE THE FLOCKS  CAME  TO  DRINK;  

(stfwd)  IN FRONT OF THE FLOCKS.  NOW THE FLOCKS MATED WHEN THEY CAME TO 

DRINK.  (in front of the flocks--wc + Qal impf ,xy to be warm, to be  in 

heat, to engage in mating--pref b + Qal inf const XOB--to drink)

VS 39  SO THE FLOCKS MATED BY THE RODS  AND  THE  FLOCKS  BROUGHT  FORTH 

STRIPED, SPECKLED, AND SPOTTED.

VS 40  AND JACOB SEPARATED THE LAMBS, AND MADE THE  FLOCKS  FACE  TOWARD 

THE STRIPED AND ALL THE BLACK IN THE FLOCK OF LABAN; AND HE PUT HIS  OWN 

HERDS APART, AND DID NOT PUT THEM WITH LABAN'S FLOCK.

VS 41  AND IT CAME ABOUT WHENEVER THE STRONGER OF THE FLOCK WERE MATING, 

THAT JACOB WOULD PLACE THE RODS  IN  THE  SIGHT  OF  THE  FLOCK  IN  THE 

GUTTERS, SO THAT THEY MIGHT MATE BY THE RODS;

VS 42  BUT WHEN THE FLOCK WAS FEEBLE, HE DID NOT PUT  THEM  IN;  SO  THE 

FEEBLER WERE LABAN'S AND THE STRONGER WERE JACOB'S.

VS 43  SO THE MAN BECAME EXCEEDINGLY PROSPEROUS, AND  HAD  LARGE  FLOCKS 

AND FEMALE AND MALE SERVANTS AND CAMELS AND DONKEYS.  (d.a. + wyX--wc  + 

Qal impf /rP to break, to break out, to be abundant,  scattered  due  to 

numbers--adv 2X dXm exceedingly exceedingly--wc + Qal impf hayah--to him 

--flocks, great--and female servants and male servants  and  camels  and 

donkeys)

SUMMARY VS 37-43

1.  Jacob, whom Laban did not trust, here demonstrates  that  he  indeed 

did have a scheme in mind all along.

2.   His  activity  here  is  based  on  the  assumption  that  animals, 

particularly sheep are susceptible to various prenatal influences.

3.  There are many who state that as  far  as  they  know  there  is  no 

evidence that prenatal influence determines the color of sheep or goats.

4.  Whatever the  case,  the  Bible  here  clearly  teaches  that  Jacob 

employed this approach and was successful.

5.  Sheep are supposedly especially susceptible to the things which  are 

seen at the time of copulation or during the gestation period.

6.  However, man cannot so definitely control  the  course  of  genetics 

among animals, or everyone would be engaged in this activity.

7.  The issue which must be brought to bear in all this activity is  the 

providence of God, Who is  controlling  events  to  bless  the  positive 

believer and jam the negative believer.

8.  The method Jacob employed was relatively straightforward and simple.

9.  He took branches which were darker in color,  and  peeled  back  the 

bark to expose the lighter color underneath,  resulting  in  rods  which 

were either striped or spotted.

10.  He placed these around the area of the watering troughs, since this 

was where the sheep customarily mated.

11.  The notion was that this sight would cause solid colored sheep  and 

goats to bring forth young, which were striped and spotted, due  to  the 

influence of what they saw during copulation.

12.  This is precisely what happened.

13.  Through this process, Jacob began to acquire a flock  of  his  own, 

which he kept separated from the flocks of Laban.

14.  He kept a close eye on the process and the animals involved so that 

when the more sound, sturdy animals were mating, he used his device.

15.  When the weaker animals were involved,  he  allowed  them  to  mate 

without the presence of the rods.

16.  The natural sense of the text is that when the rods were not there, 

the animals brought forth normal colored offspring.

17.  When they were employed, the animals brought  forth  multi  colored 

offspring.

18.  Through his selective breeding process, the end result was that the 

more desirable animals were Jacob's and the less desirable animals  were 

Laban's.

19.  The ultimate result over a period of six years is  recorded  in  vs 

43.

20.  Jacob  became  exceedingly  wealthy  through  this  rather  dubious 

scheme.

21.  The Bible records this story, with no comment on the  effectiveness 

or ethics of Jacob's actions.

22.  While the desired end was achieved,  the  WOG  does  not  say  that 

Jacob's activity was the reason.

23.  This is just another example of Jacob relying on his  own  wits  to 

aid his cause.

24.  God was the one who superintended all this process, the actions  of 

Jacob were not necessary.

25.  But once again, he fails to faith-rest the promises which were made 

to him earlier.

26.  The ethics of his action cannot be  approved,  since  he  acted  in 

unbelief and a selfish desire to cheat his boss.

27.  Jacob did not rely on the Lord to vindicate him, neither did he  do 

his job as unto the Lord.  Col. 3:22ff; IPet. 2:18ff

28.  The ends do  not  justify  the  means,  and  believers  should  not 

rationalize this sort of activity as acceptable.

