GENESIS CHAPTER 31

OUTLINE 

I.  Circumstances which prompt Jacob to return to Canaan.  vs 1-16

II.  Departure from Haran.  vs 17-21

III.  Laban's pursuit.  vs 22-35

IV.  Jacob's outrage.  vs 36-42

V.  Jacob and Laban make an agreement.  vs 43-55

VS 1  NOW JACOB HEARD THE WORDS OF  LABAN'S  SONS,  SAYING,  "JACOB  HAS 

TAKEN AWAY ALL THAT WAS OUR FATHER'S,  (all which  was  to  our  father)  

AND FROM WHAT BELONGED TO OUR FATHER HE HAS MADE ALL THIS WEALTH."  (and 

from that which was to our father--Qal pf 'asah--s.d.o + all  +  d.a.  + 

m.s.n dObK lit. heaviness, splendor, glory, wealth, abundance,  riches-- 

the this)

VS 2  AND JACOB SAW THE ATTITUDE OF LABAN, AND BEHOLD, IT WAS NOT TOWARD 

HIM AS FORMERLY.  (Jacob saw faces of  Laban--and  look--they  were  not 

with him--pref k + adv lOmT this word means yesterday, when joined  with 

,Owlw shil shom=the day before yesterday, formerly, previously)

VS 3  THEN THE LORD SAID TO JACOB, "RETURN TO THE LAND OF  YOUR  FATHERS 

AND TO YOUR RELATIVES, AND I WILL BE WITH YOU."  (YHWH--said to  Jacob-- 

Qal imperv bVw--to land of your fathers and to your relatives--v  +  Qal 

impf hyh I will become, or continue to be with you)

SUMMARY VS 1-3

1.  After some six years of service, a great deal of Laban's flocks  had 

become Jacob's.

2.  There are two distinct factors to consider  when  dealing  with  how 

Jacob acquired his wealth.

3.  The first is the fact that God controlled the laws  of  genetics  so 

that Jacob acquired his flocks at God's direction.

4.  However, it is important to remember that Jacob had  his  own  human 

viewpoint method he employed to prosper himself.

5.  Because of his scheming, he lacks a clear conscience  in  regard  to 

his acquisitions.

6.  This fact is even more obvious  in  that  he  never  refers  to  his 

methods when speaking about how he was prospered.  vs 7-9

7.  Perhaps Jacob has grown spiritually so that he recognizes  that  God 

controls the laws of genetics, and not his rod tricks.

8.  In any case, Jacob becomes of aware of two distinct developments  in 

his niche:

    a.  The complaining of Laban's sons.

    b.  The change in Laban's disposition.

9.  It is not specifically noted whether or not Jacob was privy  to  the 

talk of the sons himself, or if someone else told him.

10.  Likely their  talk  made  its  way  back  to  Jacob  without  their 

knowledge.

11.  They practically accuse Jacob of being a thief,  since  he  is  now 

prospering more than Laban himself.

12.  There can be no question that Laban was doing better after  Jacob's 

tenure than he was before his arrival.

13.  But his fortunes have  taken  a  turn  for  the  worst  during  the 

previous six years.

14.  His sons are jealous of Jacob, and demonstrate their father's  pre- 

occupation with money and the details of life.

15.  Jacob also observed that Laban no longer had the  same  disposition 

toward him which he had had the previous fourteen years.

16.  Laban had reason from his point of  view  to  be  upset,  since  he 

basically had fourteen years of slave labor for free.

17.  Now he is having to actually recompense Jacob  for  his  work,  and 

this does not sit well with him.

18.  His critics conveniently ignore the overall  prosperity  which  has 

come to their niche since Jacob's arrival.

19.  He had been cheated out of seven years of service, which  no  doubt 

kept a smile on Laban's face.

20.  Now his phony smiles and hypocrisy are  replaced  with  frowns  and 

glares toward Jacob.

21.  Beyond these physical developments, YHWH had appeared  to  him  and 

commanded him to return to Canaan.

22.  These events coupled with his  recent  prosperity  cause  Jacob  to 

finally make the decision which would get him  back  in  the  geographic 

will of God.

VS 4  SO JACOB SENT AND CALLED RACHEL AND  LEAH  TO  HIS  FLOCK  IN  THE 

FIELD.  (lit. to the field, to his flock)

VS 5  AND SAID TO THEM, "I HAVE BEEN SEEING YOUR FATHER'S ATTITUDE, THAT 

IT IS NOT TOWARD ME AS FORMERLY,  (Qal act part + pers pron.  hXr  I  am 

observing-- faces of your  father--there  does  not  exist  to  me  like 

before)  BUT THE GOD OF MY FATHER HAS BEEN WITH ME.  (Qal pf hayah--with 

me)

VS 6  AND YOU KNOW THAT I HAVE SERVED YOUR FATHER WITH ALL MY  STRENGTH.  

(now you yourselves know, emphatic--that with all  my  strength  I  have 

served your father)

VS 7  YET YOUR FATHER HAS CHEATED ME AND CHANGED  MY  WAGES  TEN  TIMES;  

(your father is in emphatic position, preceding verb, not  following  it 

--Hiphil pf lth 8X, not used in Qal, when followed by b  =  to  deceive, 

other usages include; to deride, to mock, to play one for a fool,  which 

may explain what the true notion of deception is  in  this  case,  Laban 

played Jacob for a fool and attempted to deceive him--

{Tom, some parse this as a Piel, some a Hiphil, there was no consensus} 

wc + Hiphil pf [lx in Qal to pass or pass by, in  Hiphil  to  change  or 

alter--s.d.o + trKwm mas koreth, 4X, 29:15 where Laban  asked  Jacob  to 

fix his wages--10 times)  HOWEVER, GOD DID NOT ALLOW HIM  TO  HURT  ME."  

(Elohiym--v + neg lo' + Qal ]tn did not give--pref l + Hiphil inf  const 

iir to do or cause evil, harm--prep dMi lit with me)

VS 8  "IF HE SPOKE THUS, 'THE SPECKLED SHALL BE YOUR  WAGES',  THEN  ALL 

THE FLOCK BROUGHT FORTH SPECKLED;  (if thus he said--adj.m.p dqn  marked 

with points or small spots, spotted--Qal impf  hayah  will  become--your 

wages--then all the flock brought forth speckled)  AND IF HE SPOKE THUS, 

'THE STRIPED WILL BECOME YOUR WAGES', THEN ALL THE FLOCK  BROUGHT  FORTH 

STRIPED.  (and if thus he said--adj.m.p dqi striated, banded, marked  by 

stripes--will become your wages, then all the flock bore striped)

VS 9  THUS GOD HAS TAKEN AWAY YOUR FATHER'S LIVESTOCK AND  GIVEN  IT  TO 

ME.  (Elohiym--wc + Hiphil impf ljn to pull out or draw out,  in  Hiphil 

to take away, snatch, or deprive of--cattle or livestock of your  father 

--wc + Qal impf nathan--to me)

SUMMARY VS 4-9

1.  Jacob decides upon a course of action based on  the  information  he 

has.

2.  The fact that he was not conducting himself in an open and straight- 

forward fashion is evidenced by calling  Rachel  and  Leah  out  to  the 

field.

3.  He wanted to talk to them in complete secrecy, and no doubt had  not 

revealed his thinking on this matter to them before.

4.  There may have been some question as to whether or  not  he  thought 

that he could trust these two women.

5.  He divides his remarks into two distinct sections, vs 5-9 and and vs 

10-13.

6.  The first section deals with the physical aspects of what  has  been 

occurring, while the second section deals with the Divine aspects.

7.  He points out to these two women that he has  been  observing  Laban 

for some time and has noted a marked difference in his overt demeanor.

8.  A difference that they had no doubt observed, as well.

9.  Laban is not attempting to  hide  his  true  feeling  toward  Jacob, 

something he at least did in the past.

10.  He points out that God has been for him and no true harm  has  come 

to him in spite of Laban's overt hostility.

11.  He cites his faithfulness to Laban, a fact  that  these  two  women 

would have been keenly aware of.

12.  They would have certainly known how often and hard  he  had  worked 

for their father over the course of their 20 years together.

13.  He then points out  that  Laban  has  demonstrated  himself  to  to 

unreliable and deceitful for no reason.

14.  We find out here that Laban had altered and attempted to alter  the 

original contract with Jacob many times.

15.  The number 10 is designed to be an exact count of the  times  Laban 

has tried to cheat Jacob.

16.  Jacob worked for a person who was a monetary reversionist  and  one 

who did not care for his faithful workers.

17.  Nevertheless, Jacob hung in there and kept his word, fulfilling his 

part of the agreement to the letter.

18.  He did not react to unfairness  and  oppression  and  run  away  or 

attempt to change his niche, but faithfully did his job.

19.  This he did because he recognized that God was  watching  over  him 

and taking care of him, evidence that he has grown spiritually.

20.  He acknowledges that God has protected him in spite of all  Laban's 

attempts to cheat or harm him.

21.  These attempts certainly consisted  of  attempting  to  change  the 

original agreement so that Jacob would not prosper.

22.  Originally all the off-colored animals were to become Jacob's,  and 

the normal colored animals were to be Laban's.

23.  Laban attempted to make it only the spotted, or only  the  patched, 

or only the striped, etc.

24.  Each time he changed the agreement, the herds would give  birth  to 

the exact animals which Jacob was to receive.

25.  Even Jacob recognized that this was not the result of  his  dubious 

plan of prenatal influence, but the power of God in operation.

26.  The statement of vs 9 is not to be  taken  in  an  absolute  sense, 

Laban had not lost everything and Jacob had not acquired all that  Laban 

had possessed.

27.  There had certainly been a broad shift in the relative fortunes  of 

the two men, and Jacob certainly had acquired a lot of wealth  from  the 

flocks of Laban.

28.  Jacob recognized the hand of God in the proceedings, but Laban  did 

not and would not come to the conclusion that God was against him.

VS 10  "AND IT CAME ABOUT AT THE TIME WHEN THE FLOCK WAS MATING  THAT  I 

LIFTED UP MY EYES AND SAW IN A DREAM,  (wc + Qal impf  hayah--pref  b  + 

f.s.n ti at time--Piel inf const ,xy from verb to  be  warm,  to  be  in 

heat, to mate--the flock--wc + Qal impf nasa'--my eyes--wc  +  Qal  impf 

ra'ah--pref b + d.a. + ,Olx second dream in which God revealed  info  to 

Jacob)  AND BEHOLD, THE MALE GOATS WHICH WERE MOUNTING  THE  FLOCK  WERE 

STRIPED, SPECKLED AND MOTTLED.  (v + hinneh--d.a. + he goats--d.a. + Qal 

act part hli to ascend or go up, to mount the females--upon the  flock-- 

dqi striped--dqn spotted--v + adj.m.p drB spotted, multi-colored)

VS 11  THEN THE ANGEL OF GOD SAID TO ME IN  THE  DREAM,  'JACOB'  AND  I 

SAID, 'HERE I AM'.  (angel of the Elohiym--said to  me  in  the  dream-- 

Jacob--and I said, behold me)

VS 12  AND HE SAID, 'PLEASE LIFT UP YOUR EYES AND OBSERVE THAT  ALL  THE 

MALE GOATS WHICH ARE MATING ARE STRIPED, SPECKLED, AND MOTTLED;  (and he 

said--Qal imperv nasa' + part Xn--your eyes and--Qal imperv hXr--all the 

he goats the ones mounting the flock--)  FOR I HAVE SEEN ALL THAT  LABAN 

HAS BEEN DOING TO YOU.'  (conj kiy--Qal  pf  ra'ah--s.d.o  +  all  which 

Laban--Qal act part. hwi--to you)

VS 13  'I AM THE GOD OF BETHEL, WHERE YOU ANOINTED A PILLAR,  WHERE  YOU 

MADE A VOW TO ME;  (I, the 'El--of Bethel--which you  anointed  there  a 

pillar--which you vowed to me there a vow)  NOW ARISE, LEAVE THIS  LAND, 

AND RETURN TO THE LAND OF YOUR BIRTH.'"  (adv hTi now--Qal imperv  ,Vq-- 

Qal imperv Xjy go out--from the land the this--v +  Qal  imperv  bVw--to 

land of--f.s.n tdlOm moledheth, birth, origin, nativity, native land)

SUMMARY VS 10-13

1.  Jacob now relates to the two women information to which they had not 

been privy.

2.  With the tension and turmoil which had  existed  in  the  household, 

Jacob likely wondered if he could trust these two women  with  sensitive 

information.

3.  There is no evidence that he had  much  in  they  way  of  spiritual 

conversations with either one of them.

4.  A sensitive matter like a Divine dream would  not  be  something  he 

would readily share with them.

5.  But due to the fact that he  was  planning  on  relocating  back  to 

Canaan, he gives them sufficient information to win their cooperation.

6.  He tells them about a dream he had  at  the  time  when  the  flocks 

customarily mated, which occurred twice a year.

7.  He does not fix a time for the dream, but since he connects it  with 

the command to depart Haran, it was probably during the sixth year.

8.  In Jacob's dream the males which were reproducing was  all  striped, 

speckled or multi-colored.

9.  In reality all these males were solid color.

10.  The fact that they were not solid  in  the  dream  indicated  God's 

intervention in the laws of breeding.

11.  This explains why so many  solid  animals  brought  forth  so  many 

multi-colored animals.

12.  The angel of God addresses Jacob who responds  that  he  is  paying 

attention.

13.  He specifically points out to Jacob what He is doing in  regard  to 

the breeding flocks.

14.  He further points out that  He  is  doing  this  based  on  Laban's 

treatment of Jacob during the preceding years.

15.  God keeps very close accounts on how people treat his children.

16.  He, like and good father, desires the best  for  His  children  and 

does not take kindly to anyone abusing them.

17.  Via omniscience, God is always perfectly aware of when the positive 

believer is being mistreated.

18.  It does not matter to Him whether he is being abused by a  believer 

or by an unbeliever, He is equally displeased.

19.  He will  act  in  judgment  against  those  who  mistreat  positive 

volition.

20.  God intervened in spite of Jacob's human viewpoint lapse  with  the 

rods and the attempted pre-natal influence.

21.  Jacob never did attempt to jam Laban, or take things into  his  own 

hands in terms of discipline.

22.  Lessons for believers include:

    a.  Do not attempt to be God's whip on anyone.

    b.  Apply doctrine and faith-rest the fact that God will  take  care 

        of you.

    c.  Be very careful how you treat  other  believers,  esp.  positive 

        believers in this local family.

    d.  Do not resort to human viewpoint solutions if you are abused.

    e.  Constantly pray about your detractors and problems.

23.  The angel of Elohiym identifies Himself as God, a  fact  we  should 

already be aware of.

24.  He identifies Himself as the same One Who had appeared  to  him  at 

Bethel, where Jacob anointed the pillar and made his goofy vow.

25.  God then orders him back to Canaan,  which  was  His  will  in  the 

matter all along.

26.  Although Jacob now has the resources to fulfill his vow,  God  does 

not encourage this.

27.  He reminds him of Bethel to point out to Jacob how far he has  come 

spiritually in his understanding.

28.  Beyond this, it would remind Jacob of the fact that  God  had  been 

totally faithful to His promises, even under very adverse circumstances.

29.  There is nothing or no one who can thwart the plan of God  for  the 

believer except the believer himself.

30.  If God be for us, who can be against us??  Rom. 8:28ff

VS 14  AND RACHEL AND LEAH ANSWERED AND SAID TO HIM, "DO WE  STILL  HAVE 

ANY PORTION OR INHERITANCE IN OUR FATHER'S HOUSE?  (Rachel and  Leah--wc 

+ Qal impf 3 fs hni, indicating that Rachel answered, and Leah concurred 

--wc + Qal impf 'amar--to him--h interr. +adv dOi yet or still--to  us-- 

m.s.n qlx 62X, share or part, the verb qlx = to give  or  parcel  out  a 

share of something--v + f.s.n hlxn inheritance, heritage or  possession, 

the verb lxn means to give or receive property which  is  a  part  of  a 

permanent possession, and as a result of  succession--in  house  of  our 

father=household)

VS 15  ARE WE NOT RECKONED BY HIM AS FOREIGNERS?  (h interr. +neg  Ol  + 

adj.f.p rkn something or someone  strange  or  foreign,  not  a  native.  

Often used with the additional notion of hostility--Niphal pf bwx in Qal 

to think or meditate, to consider something to be such and so, in Niphal 

to be accounted or considered--pref l + 3ms=to him, by him)  FOR HE  HAS 

SOLD US, AND HAS ALSO  ENTIRELY  CONSUMED  OUR  PURCHASE  PRICE.   (conj 

kiy--Qal pf 3ms rkm to sell--wc + Qal impf lkX he has  eaten--adv  ,g  + 

Qal inf absol lkX "indeed he has continually eaten--s.d.o + [cK silver)

VS 16  SURELY ALL THE WEALTH WHICH GOD HAS TAKEN AWAY  FROM  OUR  FATHER 

BELONGS TO US AND OUR CHILDREN;  (conj yK so that=result--kol +  d.a.  + 

rwi 'osher riches or wealth--rel pron--Elohiym--Hiphil pf  ljn  to  draw 

off or out, to strip off or take away, to deprive  of,  to  snatch--from 

out father--to us it and to our sons=children)  NOW  THEN,  DO  WHATEVER 

GOD HAS SAID TO YOU."  (v + 'atah--all which--Elohiym has said to  you-- 

Qal imperv hwi )

SUMMARY VS 14-16

1.  These verses contain the response of Jacob's  wife  Rachel  and  her 

sister Leah.

2.  Rachel took the lead and spoke first, although Leah fully  concurred 

with what she said.

3.  This is likely one of the few times these two  have  agreed  in  the 

last 20 years.

4.  These women are bitter, having been  sold  into  marriage  by  their 

father who was concerned only with money.

5.  They rightly observe that  they  have  no  present  portion  in  the 

household  of  Laban,  neither  do  they  have  any  chance  of   future 

inheritance.

6.  Since they are married, Laban's estate would be  divided  among  his 

sons.

7.  Laban's treatment of his daughters over the years  has  not  escaped 

their notice, and they are determined to have a measure of revenge.

8.  Laban sold his daughters, treating them as nothing more than foreign 

slaves in order to prosper himself.

9.  Beyond that, he provided them with nothing in the way  of  a  dowry, 

either from his own resources, or what he made off of  their  sale  over 

the years.

10.  He used them to satisfy his monetary lust, and lived  high  on  the 

hog, while they lived in relative poverty.

11.  Laban was not wealthy before Jacob's arrival, but he prospered over 

the years basically because of the sale of his daughters.

12.  By conducting himself in this fashion, Laban turned  his  daughters 

against him, and they have come to despise their greedy father.

13.  They and their families have suffered  physically  and  emotionally 

due to his greed.

14.  They are correct when they assert that the wealth of their  father, 

at least some of it, belongs to  them  and  their  family,  since  Jacob 

increased Laban's prosperity significantly.

15.  They agree that the hand of God has been  involved  in  taking  the 

wealth of Laban and transferring it to Jacob.

16.  They arrive at the conclusion that the best thing Jacob can  do  is 

what God has told him.

17.  They consent primarily because their best  material  interests  are 

not being served by the present state of affairs.

18.  This is a great example of how God providentially arranges  circum- 

stances to further His plan.

19.  The hostility of Laban and his sons, coupled with the bitterness of 

Rachel and Leah serve to push Jacob in the direction of Canaan.

20.  Laban is a believer who uses  people  and  loves  money,  when  the 

believer ought to use money and love people.

VS 17  THEN JACOB AROSE AND PUT HIS CHILDREN AND HIS WIVES UPON  CAMELS.  

(Jacob arose--wc + Qal impf Xwn lifted up his children, etc.)

VS 18  AND HE DROVE AWAY ALL HIS LIVESTOCK AND ALL HIS PROPERTY WHICH HE 

HAD GATHERED,  (wc + Qal impf ghn to urge on in a course, to  drive--all 

his cattle and all his--wkr that which is acquired or gained, wealth  or 

substance--which--Qal pf wkr to acquire or gain for oneself)   LIVESTOCK 

IN HIS POSSESSION WHICH HE HAD GATHERED IN PADDAN ARAM, TO GO  TO  ISAAC 

HIS FATHER, TO THE LAND OF CANAAN.  (livestock  of  his  acquisition  or 

possession--which he had acquired in Paddan-Aram--pref l + Qal inf const 

XOB purpose--to Isaac his father, toward land of Canaan)

VS 19  WHEN LABAN HAD GONE TO SHEAR HIS FLOCK,  THEN  RACHEL  STOLE  THE 

HOUSEHOLD IDOLS THAT WERE HER FATHER'S.   (v  =now--Laban  had  walked-- 

pref l + Qal inf const zzG to cut as hay, to shear as flocks--his  sheep 

--Rachel--wc + Qal impf bnG to steal or take  away  by  theft,  to  take 

something which is not  yours  secretly--s.d.o  +  d.a.  +  m.p.n  ,yprT 

t raphiym, 15X, the verb [rT  is  not  used,  but  in  Syrian  means  to 

inquire, in Arabic, to live comfortably, having a life abounding in good 

things, comfort. Gk çerãw means to enjoy or delight oneself.  These were 

images which were consulted for guidance and blessing of the home.  More 

in summary--which were to her father)

VS 20  AND JACOB DECEIVED LABAN THE ARAMEAN, BY NOT TELLING HIM THAT  HE 

WAS FLEEING.  (Jacob--wc +  Qal  impf  bnG  stole--heart  of  Laban  the 

Aramean--prep li + neg ylB without, nothing + 'al=in that not--Hiphil pf 

naghadh--to him--conj kiy=that--Qal act part xrB to flee--he)

VS 21  SO HE FLED WITH ALL THAT HE HAD; AND HE  AROSE  AND  CROSSED  THE 

RIVER, AND SET HIS FACE TOWARD THE HILL  COUNTRY  OF  GILEAD.   (and  he 

himself fled--and all which to him--he arose and crossed over the  river 

--and set his face--m.s.n rh mountain--d.a. + dilG gil 'ad N.E. Israel)

SUMMARY VS 17-21

1.  Jacob loads all his family,  including  wives  and  children  on  to 

camels and makes preparations for a quick departure.

2.  That he employed haste is seen by the fact that he drove the flocks, 

he did not make a leisurely departure.

3.  His possessions were primarily composed of flocks, but also included 

other things he had acquired in Haran.  30:43

4.  His plan was to return to  his  father,  and  to  his  native  land, 

Canaan.

5.  While Jacob is acting in a secretive manner,  it  must  be  observed 

that he did not take anything of Laban's, this was  all  wealth  he  had 

honestly acquired by hard work.

6.  The reason for his haste is found in vs 19, the fact that Laban  was 

out of the immediate area, taking care of his flocks.

7.  The flocks were some three days apart, and Laban and  his  sons,  as 

well as most of his staff would be busy for some days.

8.  This provided Jacob a perfect opportunity to slip away.

9.  This action indicates that Jacob was somewhat fearful of  Laban  and 

not conducting himself in an upright fashion.

10.  Jacob still does not faith-rest his safety, and sneaks away.

11.  Rachel takes advantage of her father's absence to  sneak  into  his 

house and steal his religious idols.

12.   The  teraphim  were  household  gods,   who   were   believed   by 

reversionists to promote domestic blessing and prosperity.

13.  They were also used for  divination,  seeking  to  foretell  future 

events or uncover hidden knowledge.

14.  They were basically small and man made, but superstitious religious 

types thought they had some special powers.

15.  If they ever provided anything in the way of insight, it would have 

come through demonic activity.

16.  This is most likely the meaning behind Laban's statement in 30:27.

17.  These types of idols are mentioned  in  every  period  of  Israel's 

history, indicating that this  practice  was  continued  throughout  its 

history.

18.  These sorts of objects at the very least are man made and  have  no 

value, and at  the  worst  may  be  involved  in  demonic  activity,  so 

believers should not tolerate their use.

19.   Rachel  demonstrates  that  she  was  somewhat  superstitious  and 

involved in the idol worship of her father.

20.  The question must be addressed as to  why  she  would  steal  these 

items from her father.

21.  Suggested answers include:

    a.  to play a prank on him.

    b.  to use this to break her father of his idolatry.

    c.  to get revenge by depriving him of  any  blessings  which  might 

        come through the idols.

    d.  to use for herself.

    e.  to guarantee succession of the property of  her  father  to  her 

        husband.

22.  Some have suggested that based on the Nuzi tablets, the  custom  of 

that time was for a man to turn over his household idols to a son-on-law 

if he desired him to inherit as the principal heir.

23.  Appearance in court with the teraphim, after the  man's  death  was 

considered proof of such a transaction.

24.  Rachel certainly was consumed with the monetary aspect of things as 

noted by her statement in vs 14-16.

25.  This was likely part of her motivation,  but  partially  Rachel  no 

doubt believed in the power of the idols, since she  was  cosmic/STA  in 

her orientation.  30:14

26.  So her desire to inherit, coupled with her  religious  reversionism 

led her to take the teraphim.

27.  Of course, Jacob was totally unaware of what was  occurring,  since 

he did very little to deal with his wives STA's.

28.  Rachel was a double-minded believer, who was unstable  in  all  her 

ways.  Jms. 1:8

29.  Jacob crossed the river, while not mentioned by name has to be  the 

river, Euphrates, and headed for the region of  Gilead  in  northeastern 

Canaan.

VS 22  WHEN IT WAS TOLD TO LABAN ON THE THIRD DAY THAT JACOB  HAD  FLED,  

(wc + Hophal impf dgn was caused to be made plain=told--to Laban--on the 

third day--conj kiy--Jacob--Qal pf xrb)

VS 23  THEN  HE  TOOK  HIS  KINSMEN  WITH  HIM  AND  PURSUED  HIM  SEVEN 

DAYS' JOURNEY;  (he took his brother with him--wc  +  Qal  impf  [dr  to 

follow after, to pursue--after him--a journey seven days)  AND HE  OVER- 

TOOK HIM IN THE HILL COUNTRY OF GILEAD.  (wc + Hiphil impf qbD in Qal to 

cleave or adhere, in Hiphil, to cause to adhere,  to  come  upon  or  be 

joined to someone is to overtake them--in mountain of Gilead)

VS 24  BUT GOD CAME TO LABAN THE ARAMEAN IN A DREAM OF  THE  NIGHT,  AND 

SAID TO HIM, (Elohiym--wc + Qal impf bo'--to Laban the  Aramean  in  the 

dream of the night and said to him)  "BE CAREFUL THAT YOU DO  NOT  SPEAK 

TO JACOB  EITHER  GOOD  OR  BAD."   (Niphal  imperv  rmw  be  on  guard, 

beware--for yourself--conj ]P lest--Piel impf dabhar--with Jacob--pref m 

+ tobh= from good--prep di + ra'= as far as evil)

VS 25  AND LABAN CAUGHT UP WITH JACOB.  (Laban--wc + Hiphil impf gwn  to 

attain, reach or overtake--Jacob)  NOW JACOB HAD PITCHED HIS TENT ON THE 

MOUNTAIN, AND LABAN WITH HIS  KINSMEN  CAMPED  ON  MOUNTAIN  OF  GILEAD.  

(Jacob--Qal pf iqT to strike or smite, to fix by hitting, to drive in as 

a tent peg, hence to set up a tent and camp--his tent on the  mountain-- 

and Laban camped his brothers on mountain of Gilead)

SUMMARY VS 22-25

1.  News of Jacob's departure takes three days to reach Laban due to the 

distance he himself had put between his flocks and Jacob.  30:26

2.  It seems that Laban had consolidated his flocks into one herd, which 

was fed by his sons.

3.  There is no evidence that Jacob was still shepherding any of Laban's 

flocks, and he certainly did not take anything which belonged to Laban.

4.  As soon as Laban receives word that Jacob has fled, he organizes his 

relatives, and begins pursuit of his son-in-law.

5.  At the end of seven days, he had virtually caught up with  Jacob  in 

the region of Gilead.

6.  The night before he actually confronts Jacob, God appears  to  Laban 

in a dream and warns him not to say anything to Jacob which would  alter 

his present return to Canaan.

7.  He is not to seek to involve Jacob in any other  agreement,  neither 

is he to threaten him with reprisals or attempt to get Jacob to return.

8.  The fact that Jacob had pitched a  tent  is  significant,  since  it 

indicates that he thought he was out of harm's way.

9.  He had driven his caravan hard and had covered a distance of 250-300 

miles in a period of ten days.

10.  At two miles an hour, this would mean that each  day  consisted  of 

12-15 hours of travel.

11.  This certainly shows that Jacob was wasting no time  in  distancing 

himself from Laban.

12. The next morning Laban finds and confronts Jacob.

13. 

VS 26  THEN LABAN SAID TO JACOB, "WHAT HAVE YOU DONE?  YOU  DECEIVED  ME 

AND CARRIED AWAY MY DAUGHTERS LIKE CAPTIVES OF THE SWORD?"   (and  Laban 

said to Jacob--what have you manufactured--wc + Qal impf bnG  you  stole 

my heart--wc + Piel impf ghn to  pant,  used  of  those  exhausted  from 

running, used in vs18--my daughters--pref k + Qal pass part hbw to  lead 

or take away captive--of sword=POW's)

VS 27  WHY DID YOU FLEE SECRETLY?  YOU DECEIVED ME, AND DID NOT TELL ME,  

(hMl--Niphal pf Xbx not used in Qal, to hide--pref l + Qal inf const xrB 

to flee--wc + Qal impf bnG + s.d.o + 1cs=deceive me--not you made  plain 

to me)  OR I WOULD HAVE SENT YOU AWAY WITH JOY AND SONGS,  WITH  TIMBREL 

AND LYRE.  (wc + Piel impf xlw--pref b + f.s.n hxmw  sim  chah,  joy  or 

gladness, joyful noises or shouts--v + pref  b  +  m.p.n  ryw  songs  or 

singings--pref b + m.s.n [T a tambourine--v + pref b +m.s.n rONK  kinnor 

a harp or lyre)

VS 28  YOU DID NOT ALLOW ME TO KISS MY SONS AND MY DAUGHTERS.  (v +  neg 

lo' + Qal pf wun this word has a broad range of usages, only  here  does 

it appear to mean admit or permit--to kiss my  sons  and  my  daughters)  

NOW YOU HAVE DONE FOOLISHLY!!"  (adv. 'atah--Hiphil pf 2ms  lkc  to  act 

foolishly--Qal inf const 'asah)

VS 29  "IT IS IN MY POWER TO DO YOU HARM, BUT THE  GOD  OF  YOUR  FATHER 

SPOKE TO ME LAST NIGHT, SAYING,  (there exists in the power of  my  hand 

to manufacture with you evil--but Elohiym of your  father  spoke  to  me 

yesterday and said)  'BE CAREFUL NOT TO SPEAK  EITHER  GOOD  OR  BAD  TO 

JACOB.'  (guard yourself from speaking with Jacob from good  as  far  as 

bad)

VS 30  AND NOW YOU HAVE INDEED GONE AWAY BECAUSE YOU LONGED GREATLY  FOR 

YOUR FATHER'S HOUSE;  (and now--Qal inf abs + Qal pf flh you surely left 

--conj kiy=because--Niphal inf abs + Niphal pf [cK to yearn for or  long 

after someth.--house of your father)  WHY DID YOU STEAL MY GODS?"  stfwd

SUMMARY VS 26-30

1.  Laban is a self righteous jerk.

2.  His motives for pursuing Jacob had nothing to do with what he states 

in these verses.

3.  Had God not appeared to him and warned him  to  leave  Jacob  alone, 

there is no telling what he may have attempted.

4.  It may have been as little as forcing him to return, kidnapping  his 

family, or as much as violence.

5.  In any case he confronts Jacob seeking to play the part of the  poor 

wronged father and grandfather.

6.  He accuses Jacob of deceiving him, a point in fact, yet  he  himself 

would be more aware than anyone why Jacob would have left in this way.

7.  Jacob knew he could not trust Laban, and that there was  no  way  to 

know what Laban may have attempted.

8.  He accuses Jacob of mistreating his daughters,  treating  them  like 

POW's instead of wives.

9.  The hypocrisy of Laban in absolute, as he  accuses  Jacob  of  doing 

exactly what he has done to his daughters.  vs 14-15

10.  As a matter of fact, these two women have never had it so good.

11.  For all Jacob's problems, he did not mistreat his wives.

12.  Laban continues this harangue against Jacob sneaking away.

13.  He states that if Jacob had only let him know that he was  leaving, 

he would have personally thrown a good-bye party of great proportions.

14.  He never would have done this, since it would have cost him  money, 

and he would never have spent it on Jacob or his daughters.

15.  Jacob could probably only smile as  he  considered  the  last  time 

Laban threw him a party.

16.  He continues to play the wounded parent, seeking to make Jacob feel 

guilty about Laban's lack of opportunity to kiss his relatives good-bye.

17.  The fact is, that once a new family unit is formed through marriage 

the parents need to butt out  of  their  lives  anyway,  and  Laban  has 

continually meddled with his son-in-law over the years.

18.  While there is nothing wrong in having a  good  rapport  with  your 

in-laws, if it is possible, the  married  couple  owes  neither  set  of 

parents anything in the way of  access  to  their  family  life.  "leave 

father and mother and become one flesh"

19.  He accuses Jacob of being stupid, although both he and  Jacob  know 

that is not the case.

20.  He now takes up  his  boast,  which  has  become  empty  after  God 

appeared to him, that he had it well within his power to harm  Jacob  if 

he chose to do so.

21.  This tone is more threatening than the tone he would have  used  as 

he played the grieved parent.

22.  He seeks to intimidate Jacob with his supposed power to  harm  him, 

which he very likely might have done.

23.  One reason for bringing his relatives was no doubt that he expected 

a fight, and would have Jacob outnumbered easily.

24.  Laban acknowledges, probably unwillingly, that God had told him not 

to meddle with Jacob.

25.  He calls God the "God of your father", a devious way of saying that 

he did not consider God to be Jacob's God.

26.  The fact is that it was obvious to Laban that God was  Jacob's  God 

and had demonstrated that He was siding with Jacob; a fact Laban did not 

and would not appreciate.

27.  For all his bravado and intimidation, his admission  that  God  had 

warned him took all the teeth out of any threats Laban uttered.

28.  Actually, his  admission  would  have  served  to  encourage  Jacob 

during this encounter.

29.  He states that he knew the only reason that Jacob left was  because 

he was overwhelmingly homesick for Isaac.

30.  This is not the case either, but it allows Laban  to  get  off  the 

hook before those who were listening.

31.  After all, one would not expect this type of person to  acknowledge 

the fact that Jacob left, and left deceitfully, because Laban could  not 

be trusted.

32.  He very quickly, with no warning, shifts  to  the  subject  of  the 

missing idols, and accuses Jacob of stealing them.

33.  While the circumstantial evidence was  certainly  pointing  to  the 

fact that Jacob had stolen them, Laban has  no  evidence  to  rightfully 

accuse or convict Jacob of such a crime.

34.  Jacob has shown himself over the years to  be  nothing  but  honest 

with Laban, a fact he will point out later.

35.  Laban states this in such a way as to say, "even if your  departure 

can be understood, the stealing of my idols cannot."

VS 31  THEN JACOB ANSWERED AND SAID TO LABAN,  "BECAUSE  I  WAS  AFRAID,  

(Jacob answered and said to Laban--conj kiy--Qal pf Xry I feared)  SINCE 

I THOUGHT, 'YOU WILL TAKE YOUR DAUGHTERS FROM ME BY  FORCE.'   (conj  ]P 

lest--Qal impf 2ms lzG to strip off or pluck off, to take away by  force 

or violence in an unjust way--your daughters--from with me)

VS 32  THE ONE WITH WHOM YOU FIND YOUR GODS SHALL NOT LIVE;  (with  whom 

you will find your Elohiym, not he will live)  IN THE  PRESENCE  OF  OUR 

KINSMEN POINT OUT WHAT IS YOURS AMONG MY  BELONGINGS  AND  TAKE  IT  FOR 

YOURSELF."  (prep dgn before, in the presence or sight of--our  brothers 

-- Hiphil imperv rkn not used in Qal, in Hiphil, to recognize or acknow- 

ledge, to be acquainted with--point out to you what (is)  with  me--v  + 

Qal imperv laqach--for yourself)  NOW JACOB WAS UNAWARE THAT RACHEL  HAD 

STOLEN THEM.  (v + Jacob--neg lo' + Qal pf  yadha'  did  not  know--conj 

kiy--Rachel--Qal pf ganabh +3mp suff)

VS 33  SO LABAN WENT INTO JACOB'S TENT, AND INTO LEAH'S  TENT,  AND  INT 

THE TENT OF THE TWO MAIDS, BUT HE DID NOT FIND THEM.  THEN HE  WENT  OUT 

OF LEAH'S TENT AND CAME IN TO RACHEL'S TENT.  stfwd

VS 34  NOW RACHEL HAD TAKEN THE  IDOLS  AND  PUT  THEM  IN  THE  CAMEL'S 

SADDLE, AND SHE SAT ON THEM.  (v + Rachel, emphasis on  her,  since  her 

name leads off the sentence--the teraphim--and she placed them into  the 

saddle of the camel and she sat on them)  AND LABAN FELT THROUGH ALL THE 

TENT, BUT DID NOT FIND THEM.  (Laban--wc + Piel impf wwm  to  feel  with 

the hands, to grope--all the tent--and not he found)

VS 35  NOW SHE SAID TO HER FATHER,  stfwd  "STOP BEING ANGRY,  MY  LORD, 

BECAUSE I AM NOT ABLE TO RISE BEFORE YOU, FOR THE WAY  OF  WOMEN  IS  ON 

ME."  (neg lX + Qal impf hrx to burn or be kindled, used of anger,  form 

is immediate prohibition, stop an action in progress--in eyes of my Lord 

--since I am not able to rise from before you--because I  am  having  my 

period)  SO HE SEARCHED BUT DID NOT FIND THE IDOLS.  (wc + Piel impf wpx 

to search or search out, in  Piel  intensive,  diligently  search,  turn 

things inside out looking for something--and not he found the teraphiym)

SUMMARY VS 31-35

1.  Jacob responds to the attack of Laban, but only addresses two of the 

items Laban had brought up.

2.  The first  was  the  reason  for  his  secret  departure,  which  he 

attributes to nothing more than fear of Laban.

3.  There is no doubt that this is true, he feared Laban  and  the  fact 

that Laban could have used force to remove his wives from him.

4.  He does not mention the appearance of God and the command  to  leave 

Haran, since Laban would have hardly believed this anyway.

5.  Jacob moves  on  rapidly,  since  Laban  was  little  interested  in 

explanations and Jacob is aware of this.

6.  The second item he addresses is the theft of the gods,  which  Jacob 

was certain was not perpetrated by anyone in his caravan.

7.  He is so sure, that he insists on the death penalty for the one  who 

would have done this.

8.  Beyond searching for the idols, Jacob invites Laban  to  search  for 

anything else which may have belonged to him, in  the  presence  of  the 

relative who had accompanied Laban.

9.  He is absolutely certain of his innocence, and does not for a moment 

suspect Rachel of the theft.

10.  Laban makes a thorough search as expressed in vs 33, and in the use 

of the Piel in vs 35.  "searched" chaphas

11.  What we find out from Rachel's comment is that Laban was fuming all 

the while he was searching for his property.

12.  She basically tells him to  stop  being  angry,  and  then  excuses 

herself from dismounting her camel, since she says she is on her period.

13.  Whether or not this was true, it gets her off the hook,  and  Laban 

abandons the search for his goods.

14.  The fact that he so desperately wanted his idols may have been  due 

to the fact that their possession was proof of the right to inherit  his 

estate.

15.  More to the point, Laban was a religious reversionist and  put  his 

trust in these statues.

16.  What is worse is that his daughter Rachel is as bad  as  he  is  in 

terms of religious reversionism.

17.  She certainly here demonstrates herself to be a match in  terms  of 

deception, as well.

18.  The fact that she thought these idols were worthwhile or  necessary 

points out that she was much more like her  father  than  she  may  have 

wanted to believe.

19.  Rachel is horsy, deceptive, a religious reversionist, and within 10 

years will die the SUD.

20.  This incident should have been a warning sign to her and to Jacob.

VS 36  THEN JACOB BECAME ANGRY  AND  CONTENDED  WITH  LABAN;  AND  JACOB 

ANSWERED AND SAID TO LABAN,  (Jacob--wc + Qal impf hrx to begin to burn, 

to kindle, of anger=to become angry, get  hot--wc  +  Qal  impf  byr  to 

contend, to strive, to argue, to  strive  with  words,  forensically  to 

plead a cause, hence to defend oneself verbally--with  Laban--and  Jacob 

answered and said to Laban)  "WHAT IS MY TRANSGRESSION?  WHAT IS MY SIN, 

THAT YOU HAVE HOTLY PURSUED ME?  (interr hm + m.s.n iwP the verb  pasha' 

means to breach a relationship, to break faith with  someone,  hence  to 

violate a person, either their person or in this case, their  property-- 

hm + f.s.n tXUx chatta'th a slip or misstep with the foot,  a  sin--conj 

kiy + Qal pf qlD to burn or flame, to blow or burn, to be hot--after me)

VS 37  THOUGH YOU HAVE FELT THROUGH ALL MY GOODS, WHAT HAVE YOU FOUND OF 

ALL YOUR HOUSEHOLD GOODS?  (conj kiy, used here in a  concessive  sense, 

although you felt all my utensils,  what  did  you  find  from  all  the 

utensils of your house?)  SET IT HERE BEFORE MY KINSMEN AND YOUR KINSMEN 

THAT THEY MAY DECIDE BETWEEN US TWO.  (set thus in the  presence  of  my 

brothers and your brothers--v + Hiphil impf xky to judge  a  dispute  or 

altercation--between two of us)

VS 38  THESE TWENTY YEARS I HAVE BEEN WITH YOU; YOU EWES AND YOUR FEMALE 

GOATS HAVE NOT MISCARRIED, NOR HAVE I EATEN THE  RAMS  OF  YOUR  FLOCKS.  

(this twenty years I with you, your ewes and  female  goats--neg  lo'  + 

Piel pf lkw to make childless, can occur in a number of ways, but  sense 

here is abortion or miscarriage--and rams of your flocks I did not eat)

VS 39  THAT WHICH WAS TORN OF BEASTS I DID NOT BRING TO YOU; I BORE  THE 

LOSS OF IT MYSELF.  (f.s.n hpru that which is torn in pieces--I did  not 

bring to you--pers pron + Piel impf Xux to bear the blame for something, 

to take the consequences  for  something.   Habitual  imperfect,  action 

which is repeated.)  YOU REQUIRED IT FROM MY HAND WHETHER  BEING  STOLEN 

DURING THE DAY OR BEING STOLEN AT NIGHT.  (from my hand--Piel  impf  wqB 

to seek for or search out, to require or demand something, esp when used 

with ]m--Qal pass part bnG being stolen--day or being stolen night)

VS 40  THIS IS THE WAY IT BECAME WITH ME; DURING THE DAY THE HEAT ATE ME 

UP, AND THE FROST ATE ME AT NIGHT, AND MY SLEEP FLED FROM MY EYES.  (Qal 

pf 1cs hayah--pref b + yom--brx dryness or drought + Qal pf lkX--v + xrq 

verb=to be smooth, this noun=ice or ice crystals, frost--supply  ate  me 

from previous verb, which governs this phrase  also--hnw  sleep--Qal  pf 

ddn nadhadh, to move or move around, to  move  away,  to  flee--from  my 

eyes)

VS 41  THESE TWENTY YEARS I HAVE  BEEN  IN  YOUR  HOUSE;  I  SERVED  YOU 

FOURTEEN YEARS FOR YOUR TWO DAUGHTERS, AND SIX  YEARS  FOR  YOUR  FLOCK,  

(this to me--20 years in your house--stfwd)  AND YOU  CHANGED  MY  WAGES 

TEN TIMES.  (wc + Hiphil impf [lx in Qal to slip or glide, to  pass  by, 

move on.  In Hiphil to change, interchange, alter--my wages--ten times)

VS 42  IF THE GOD OF MY FATHER, THE GOD OF  ABRAHAM,  AND  THE  FEAR  OF 

ISAAC, HAD NOT BEEN FOR ME, SURELY NOW  YOU  WOULD  HAVE  SENT  ME  AWAY 

EMPTY-HANDED.  (ylVl a conditional negative conjunction, meaning  except 

or unless.  Conveying the notion that something is the case or  is  true 

--God of my father, God of Abraham--v  +  m.s.n  dxP  pachadh,  fear  or 

terror of Isaac, ie subjective genitive, Isaac is doing the fearing, God 

is the object of fear--He became for me--so that, surely now you sent me 

away empty handed, ie Laban would have liked to do so)  GOD HAS SEEN  MY 

AFFLICTION AND THE TOIL OF  MY  HANDS,  SO  HE  RENDERED  JUDGMENT  LAST 

NIGHT."  (sentence begin with direct objects  for  emphasis--yni  ' niy, 

misery, affliction, here used for pressure and misery Laban put on Jacob 

which was not deserved--iygy y ghiya', labor or work or toil, esp.  that 

which is wearisome and wears one down--my undeserved  suffering  and  my 

exhaustive labor--God saw--wc + Hiphil impf xky to arbitrate or settle a 

dispute, used in vs 37--last night, this is a  reference  to  the  dream 

which Laban had in which God revealed His mind in the matter)

SUMMARY VS 36-42

1.  After standing by and absorbing Laban's harangue about  his  alleged 

stupidity and Laban's superiority, Jacob has had enough.

2.  Beyond all the blustering and  posturing,  Laban  has  angrily  gone 

about and turned Jacob's camp inside out looking for his missing gods.

3.  Jacob's long pent-up emotions find expression in this section  where 

he gives words to his righteous  indignation  over  the  way  Laban  has 

conducted himself over the years.

4.  He first protests his complete innocence  and  states  that  he  has 

never broken faith with Laban, and has neither guilt nor sin.

5.  He has certainly not done  anything  which  should  cause  Laban  to 

angrily pursue after him like some kind of criminal.

6.  There is no doubt  that  God  was  even  protecting  Jacob  in  this 

situation, because if Laban had found the idols Jacob  would  have  been 

adjudged guilty by all present, although he was completely innocent.

7.  He points out that Laban has turned his goods  inside  out  and  has 

found nothing, not his idols,  not  the  least  thing  which  came  from 

Laban's house.

8.  He challenges Laban to set anything before their relatives, and  let 

them render a decision in the matter.

9.  Jacob next launches into a brief but comprehensive summary of his 20 

years with Laban.

10.  He reminds Laban of the fact that no losses were  suffered  in  his 

flocks due to miscarriages, which is largely to  be  attributed  to  the 

careful oversight of the shepherd.

11.  He points out that he did not take any rams from the flock for  his 

own use from time to time, although this was the accepted custom of that 

day.

12.  This he avoided, since he knew the type of  person  Laban  was  and 

knew that Laban would hold it over his head later.

13.  Jacob demonstrates that he has a  completely  clear  conscience  in 

regard to Laban and the way he did his job.

14.  Jacob was not perfect, but over 20 years no legitimate charge could 

be leveled against him.

15.  The custom of the middle east also allowed a  shepherd  who  worked 

for another to bring the carcass of an animal in to the owner if it  was 

torn apart by wild animals.

16.  This demonstrated two facts:

    a.  The shepherd had been brave enough to drive the animal away.

    b.  The loss was accounted for to the owner.

17.  Jacob was not afforded even this customary consideration by  Laban, 

he was held accountable for any dead animal.

18.  Although Jacob made good for any loss due to predators, it was also 

Laban's policy to make Jacob responsible for losses due to rustlers.

19.  For twenty years Jacob worked for  this  unfair  reversionist,  who 

gave no real consideration to a very loyal and faithful employee.

20.  Beyond that Jacob cites the physical deprivation which  went  along 

with the life of a shepherd.

21.  The construction of vs 40 brings emphasis to the emotion with which 

Jacob is speaking.

22.  The more intense the heat is by day in the region, the  more  acute 

the cold is at night.

23.  Out in the open country where he  performed  his  service,  he  was 

exposed to the elements at all times.

24.  The job of the shepherd also required that sleep be  short,  as  he 

had to keep watch over the flock during the day and during the night  as 

well.

25.  Jacob states that he had served for  a  period  of  20  years  with 

Laban, acquiring his two wives and a flock.

26.  During the  last  six  years,  Jacob  became  wealthy  despite  the 

unfairness of his boss, demonstrating that God can prosper the  believer 

in spite of his adverse circumstances.

27.  Laban not only imposed unfair and unrealistic demands on Jacob,  he 

was consistently trying to cheat him out of what was his rightful salary.

28.  Jacob charged Laban with attempting to  alter  their  agreement  no 

less than 10 times, the first of which was the foisting of Leah on him.

29.  In spite of his faithful, diligent service, Jacob was rewarded with 

a boss who constantly sought to cheat him out of his salary.

30.  Not too terribly different from what we  often  get  today  on  our 

jobs.

31.  Yet Jacob hung in there and grew up spiritually during  this  time, 

under the worst of circumstances.

32.  Laban had constant pressure on  him  on  his  job,  and  there  was 

constant pressure applied on the domestic front by his two STA dominated 

wives.

33.  Add to all this the pressure of raising 11 boys and an  unspecified 

number of daughters.

34.  It was during this time that all the doctrine that Jacob had  heard 

or been taught began to be applied, and the result was spiritual growth, 

so that he is now on the verge of MAJG.

35.  Jacob now  attributes  his  prosperity  to  its  real  source,  the 

omnipotent God, whom Abraham and Isaac worshiped.

36.  He now acknowledges that God is the one Who rules over the  affairs 

of men, and He exalts or judges as men adjust or maladjust to Him.

37.  He states that God is and has been for  him,  expressing  the  fact 

that he recognized his own positive volition and God's grace.

38.  He, in essence says, "I am positive and God is for me, and you  are 

negative, and He is not for you."

39.  This is quite  a  rebuke  to  the  old  idol  worshiping,  monetary 

reversionist.

40.  Jacob goes so far as to say that if  it  were  left  solely  up  to 

Laban,  he  would  cheat  Jacob  out  of  everything   and   leave   him 

empty-handed.

41.  This  does  not  give  much  credence  to  Laban's  loud  and  long 

expressions of his love for his children and grandchildren.

42.  Jacob is very bold with Laban and points out that God has  made  it 

quite clear who He supports in their disputes.

43.  The dream which Laban had not only made it obvious  to  Laban  that 

God was for Jacob, it made it obvious to Jacob, which partially explains 

his willingness to speak so frankly.

44.  God has observed the pressure and misery  which  Laban  brought  to 

bear on Jacob, as well as  the  excellent  job  Jacob  did  under  these 

adverse circumstances.

45.  Each believer should emulate Jacob in terms of doing  your  job  as 

unto the Lord and faith-resting the results.

46.  You must keep in mind that you are not working for men but for  the 

Lord, who will more than compensate you, no matter how your company  may 

treat you.  Col. 3:22-24

47.  This knowledge makes your job much more than just a job,  it  makes 

it a place of great potential SG3.

VS 43  THEN LABAN ANSWERED AND SAID TO JACOB, "  THE  DAUGHTERS  ARE  MY 

DAUGHTERS, AND THE CHILDREN ARE MY  CHILDREN,  AND  THE  FLOCKS  ARE  MY 

FLOCKS, AND ALL THAT YOU SEE IS MINE.  (the daughters, my daughters, and 

the children, my children, and the sheep, my sheep--and  all  which  you 

are seeing, to me it)  BUT WHAT CAN I DO THIS DAY TO THESE MY  DAUGHTERS 

OR TO THEIR CHILDREN WHOM THEY HAVE BORNE?  (what--Qal impf hwi--today)

VS 44  SO NOW COME, LET US MAKE A COVENANT, YOU AND I, AND LET IT  BE  A 

WITNESS BETWEEN YOU AND ME."  (and  now--Qal  imperv  emphatic  flh  you 

walk, ie. you come to me, you meet me on my grounds or terms--let us cut 

a covenant, I and you--wc + Qal pf hayah, it will become--pref l + m.s.n 

di a witness, one who testifies--between me and between you)

VS 45  THEN JACOB TOOK A STONE AND SET IT UP AS A PILLAR.  (wc +  Hiphil 

impf ,Vr to cause to rise, to lift up--f.s.n hbJm matstsebhah, a  pillar 

or statue)

VS 46  AND JACOB SAID TO HIS KINSMEN, "GATHER  STONES."   SO  THEY  TOOK 

STONES AND MADE A HEAP, AND THEY ATE THERE BY THE HEAP.  (and Jacob said 

to his brothers--Qal imperv uql to gather or collect--stones--wc  +  Qal 

impf 'asah--m.s.n lG a heap or pile, normally stones--and they ate there 

by the heap)

VS 47  NOW LABAN CALLED IT JEGARSAHADUTHA, BUT JACOB CALLED  IT  GALEED.  

(XtVdhw rgy y ghar sah dhutha' Aramaic, heap of  witness--dilG  heap  of 

witness or witnessing heap, in Hebrew)

SUMMARY VS 43-47

1.  Jacob's words in the preceding verses have cut Laban to the quick.

2.   His  very  even-handed  defense  of  his  work,  coupled  with  his 

affirmations of integrity point out all the more the type of person that 

Laban has been.

3.  His claim to positive volition and the fact that God has blessed him 

easily lead one to conclude that such is not true of Laban.

4.  His final statement that God  has  shown  His  hand  in  the  matter 

through the dream, leaves Laban without defense.

5.  To admit that Jacob was right  about  all  these  matters  would  be 

tantamount to admitting that he was a reversionist.

6.  Laban does not want to deal with the ramifications of this  thought, 

so he immediately launches into an attack.

7.  He has accused Jacob of stealing his idols, and although he has  not 

found them, he still wants to make Jacob out as a thief.

8.  He states that all Jacob has is really his, including his wives, his 

children, and his flocks, as well as any other wealth he may  have  with 

him.

9.  Jacob was penniless when he came to Laban, but through hard word and 

integrity, he has amassed quite a bit of prosperity.

10.  Laban claims that hard work and God's blessing is  not  the  reason 

Jacob has anything, the real reason being that he in  essence  stole  it 

from Laban.

11.  Laban implies that he could take it back, but  this  would  require 

force, and he is very concerned that none of his family gets hurt.

12.  He knows that he had better not do anything to Jacob, and that  the 

dream has frightened him to the point that he will not do anything.

13.  Typical of the reversionist, Laban is all talk.

14.  He has threatened and insulted Jacob, so now he fears that one  day 

Jacob may come and rectify all the injustices that Laban has done, so he 

suggests that they make a covenant.

15.  Jacob was a peaceful man, and in spite of  Laban's  oppression,  he 

agrees and sets up a pillar to mark the spot and commemorate this event.

16.  He has those with him gather stones, and they make  a  pile  around 

the pillar, and they sealed the covenant with a meal.

17.  Laban names the heap in the Aramaic tongue, while Jacob names it in 

Hebrew.

18.  The names are not precisely identical in  that  the  Aramaic  means 

"heap of testimony" and the Hebrew means "heap of witness, or witnessing 

heap"

VS 48  AND LABAN SAID, "THIS HEAP IS A WITNESS BETWEEN YOU AND  ME  THIS 

DAY."  THEREFORE IT WAS NAMED GALEED.  (this heap is a  witness  between 

me and between you, today-]K li upon thus=therefore--he  (Laban)  called 

the name of it Galeed)

VS 49  AND MIZPAH, FOR HE SAID, "MAY THE LORD WATCH BETWEEN YOU  AND  ME 

WHEN WE ARE ABSENT ONE FROM THE OTHER.  (v + d.a. + hPjm sentry or watch 

tower--rel pron=because--he said--YHWH--Qal impf hpj to look out or view 

esp. from a watchtower, a sentry's post--between me  and  between  you-- 

conj kiy=when--Niphal impf rtc lit. to be hidden,  to  not  be  seen  or 

visible to one another--a man from his companion)

VS 50  IF YOU MISTREAT MY DAUGHTERS, OR IF YOU  TAKE  WIVES  BESIDES  MY 

DAUGHTERS,  (,X--Piel impf hni to push down,  to  make  low,  to  be  in 

submission, to punish  or  inflict  pain  upon,  used  of  the  Egyptian 

oppression--my daughters--and if you will take wives upon my  daughters= 

in addition to)  NO MAN IS WITH US, SEE, GOD IS A WITNESS BETWEEN ME AND 

YOU."  (there does not exist a man with us--Qal imperv hXr look or  see, 

observe, think  about  this--Elohiym  --m.s.n  di  a  witness,  one  who 

observes something and can testify about it--between me and between you)

VS 51  AND LABAN SAID TO JACOB, "BEHOLD THIS HEAP AND BEHOLD THE  PILLAR 

WHICH I HAVE SET BETWEEN ME AND YOU.  (behold this heap and behold  this 

pillar which--Qal  pf  hry  to  cast  something  down,  to  put  down  a 

foundation, to establish--between me and between you)

VS 52  THIS HEAP IS A WITNESS, AND THE PILLAR IS A WITNESS, THAT I  WILL 

NOT PASS BY THIS HEAP TO YOU FOR HARM, YOU WILL NOT PASS  BY  THIS  HEAP 

AND THIS PILLAR TO ME, FOR HARM.  (I will not cross over to you--and you 

will not cross over to me--pref l + f.s.n hir for evil or harm)

VS 53  THE GOD OF ABRAHAM AND THE GOD OF NAHOR  AND  THE  GOD  OF  THEIR 

FATHER, THEY WILL JUDGE BETWEEN US."  (God of Abraham--and God of  Nahor 

--God {gods?} of their father--Qal impf upw  to  judge,  to  decide  the 

right or rightness of a person or cause--between us)   BUT  JACOB  SWORE 

ONLY BY THE FEAR OF HIS FATHER ISAAC.  (Jacob--wc + Niphal impf  ibw  to 

swear, to take an oath, always by something or  someone  greater--SUPPLY 

THE WORD ONLY HERE TO INDICATE  THAT  JACOB  WAS  NOT  A  PARTY  TO  THE 

RELIGIOUS REVERSIONISM OF LABAN, AND DID NOT COUNTENANCE THE IDEA OF ALL 

THESE GODS--pref b + m.s.n dxP fear or terror, that which causes fear or 

terror--of Isaac=that which Isaac feared)

SUMMARY VS 48-53

1.  During this section we will observe that Laban uses quite  a  number 

of terms and is quite verbose.

2.  This is designed to snow Jacob and  put  pressure  on  him,  and  to 

justify Laban before the eyes of those who are present.

3.  Laban is a deceitful type who uses many words to cover his tracks.

4.  He acts like the pillar and heap were his idea to bind Jacob whom he 

makes out to be untrustworthy.

5.  We have seen that Laban had no defense for Jacob's assertions in  vs 

36-42 that he was ever less than honorable with Laban.

6.  Nevertheless, Laban makes Jacob out to be some sort of crafty person 

who must be carefully observed at all times.

7.  He not only uses the heap which Jacob had made, he appropriates  the 

name Galeed and adds another nuance by the addition of Mizpah.

8.  The heap is not only to be a witness of the covenant, it is to serve 

as a sentry or watchtower between Laban and Jacob.

9.  All throughout this section, Laban constantly reiterates the  phrase 

"between me and you" emphasizing that he was in the right  and  that  he 

needed protecting from Jacob.

10.  Although Laban is a religious reversionist, he consistently  covers 

his tracks with the correct vocabulary, as seen in the use of YHWH.

11.  He invokes this term to add further pressure  to  the  notion  that 

Jacob must be watched, and Jacob's God is responsible to do so.

12.  He further casts aspersions on Jacob's character by  implying  that 

Jacob would become abusive to his wives in the future.

13.  He has been married to these women for 20 years and there has  been 

no evidence of spousal abuse in the past.

14.  This is done to feign interest in  their  well-being,  which  Laban 

does not truly possess.

15.  The idea that Jacob would take more wives than he had is ludicrous, 

since he already had one more wife than he wanted.

16.  And this was so due to Laban, who apparently had no  problems  with 

bigamy 20 years before when he wanted to marry off both daughters to the 

same man!!!

17.  Now he acts the concerned, indignant father who  is  anxious  about 

the welfare of his daughters.

18.  Laban is a self-righteous jerk, who is slandering Jacob's character 

without reason.

19.  And doing so in such a  way  as  to  come  across  as  a  sincerely 

religious type.

20.  He states that the future eventuality is that there will be no  one 

present with both of them, so he invokes God as a witness in that case.

21.  Laban continues his very solemn statements which  are  designed  to 

convey the impression that this very dangerous character Jacob is to  be 

bound as firmly as possible.

22.  He is concerned with the possibility that at some future time Jacob 

may want to extract revenge for all the indignities he has  suffered  at 

Laban's hand.

23.  Both past deceptions and the current round of maligning.

24.  All throughout this section he consistently attributes to Jacob the 

very things he has done or considered doing.

25.  The reversionistic believer thinks that everyone  thinks  the  same 

way that he thinks.

26.  He is certain that given the opportunity, they  would  do  what  he 

would do.

27.  However, the adjusted believer functions according to  a  different 

standard, the Royal Honor Code.

28.  Laban invokes the God of Abraham, Nahor  and  Terah,  as  if  these 

three men were equal spiritually.

29.  Laban is polytheistic, and demonstrates this fact by his use of the 

plural verb, indicating that he had more than one god in view.

30.  We know that Laban followed  in  the  spiritual  footsteps  of  the 

reversionistic believers, Nahor and Terah.

31.  Jacob does not condescend to this and swears only by  the  Fear  of 

Isaac.

32.  This term is used to indicate that Isaac was not merely a believer, 

but was occupied with the One in whom he believed.

VS 54  THEN JACOB OFFERED A SACRIFICE ON THE MOUNTAIN,  AND  CALLED  HIS 

KINSMEN TO THE MEAL;  (and called to his brothers  to  eat  bread)   AND 

THEY ATE THE MEAL AND SPENT THE NIGHT ON THE MOUNTAIN.   (and  they  ate 

bread and stayed the night on the mountain)

VS 55  AND EARLY IN THE MORNING LABAN AROSE, AND KISSED HIS SONS AND HIS 

DAUGHTERS AND BLESSED THEM.  THEN LABAN LEFT AND RETURNED TO HIS PLACE.

(and kissed his grandchildren and his daughters and blessed them--and he 

walked and Laban returned to his place)

SUMMARY VS 54-55

1.  The events of vs 25-54 have taken almost an entire day.

2.  While Moses recorded the essence of what occurred, there is no doubt 

that more was said and done of which we have no record.

3.  No doubt, Laban had much to say to attempt to cover his  tracks  and 

make Jacob out to be a dangerous foe.

4.  Jacob offers a sacrifice to God to celebrate the conclusion  of  his 

affairs with Laban and deliverance from this despicable man.

5.  The term kinsmen or brothers was used previously in vs 32 and 37  to 

refer to the relatives of both Laban and Jacob.

6.  Here it becomes evident that while their was physical  relationship, 

there is a spiritual kinship which also existed.

7.  Apparently some of those in the family were  like  Jacob,  positive, 

while most were like Laban, religious reversionists.

8.  Those who are like-minded are the ones who came to  the  celebration 

dinner after the offering of the sacrifice.

9.  This is not the same meal of vs 46.

10.  Jacob ate a meal to conclude the covenant with Laban,  but  he  did 

not eat with him thereafter.

11.  Jacob practiced the doctrine of separation, and only positive types 

were at the fellowship dinner.

12.  The business dinner was something he must attend and conclude,  but 

Jacob does not have fellowship with Laban and his crowd.

13.  It was late  in  the  day,  and  after  all  this,  Jacob  and  his 

associates stay the night on the mountain.

14.  In the Hebrew text, vs 55 actually begins chapter 32.

15.  Laban arises in the morning and kisses his  grandchildren  and  his 

daughters good-bye.

16.  Laban pronounces a meaningless blessing upon Jacob's family.

17.  The words of Laban are not to be considered in the same vein as the 

blessing which Abraham and Isaac pronounced upon their offspring.

18.  He is a religious reversionist just going through the same  motions 

as adjusted believers, but with no internal realities in the soul.

19.  Going to Bible class, praying, or any activity  prescribed  by  the 

WOG is meaningless apart from positive volition.

20.  Laban returns to his place, living a lie, pretending to pursue  the 

plan of God while truly pursuing the STA.

21.  Laban is a believer who loses out in time and eternity.

22.  Summary of Laban:

    a.  He was physically related to Abraham, his nephew.

    b.  His grandfather and father  were  polytheistic  idol  worshipers 

        who did not truly adhere to the faith.

    c.  He was, like them, a believer.

    d.  He was a monetary reversionist.

    e.  He used religiosity as a smoke screen for his activities.

    f.  He relied on pseudo-affection to attempt to snow  people  as  to 

        what he really was.

    g.  He did not possess any true concern for anyone but himself.

    h.  He was more than willing to use others to further his own cause.

    i.  He became quite prosperous during the first 14 years of  Jacob's 

        stay.

    j.  He lost all that he pursued in the  final  6  years  of  Jacob's 

        employment with him.

    k.  He was arrogant and attempted to pressure others verbally to get 

        his way.

    l.  He consistently attributed his own sinful ideas and  actions  to 

        others.

    m.  He was polytheistic and engaged in occult practices.

    n.  He was very self-righteous.

    o.  He was  used  by  God  to  demonstrate  to  Jacob  the  evil  of 

        deceitfulness.

    p.  Never acknowledged his problems and died the SUD.

