GENESIS CHAPTER 32

OUTLINE 

I.  Preparations to meet Esau.  vs 1-8

II.  Jacob's prayer for deliverance.  vs 9-12

III.  Failure to faith-rest protection.  vs 13-23

IV.  Wrestling match.  vs 24-32

VS 1  BUT JACOB WENT TO HIS WAY, AND THE  ANGELS  OF  ELOHIYM  MET  HIM.  

(but is continuation of preceding thought, as  opposed  to  Laban--Jacob 

walked to his way--wc + Qal impf igP to come upon,  to  meet--angels  of 

Elohiym)

VS 2  AND JACOB SAID WHEN HE SAW THEM, "THIS IS GOD'S CAMP."  (and Jacob 

said, just as he saw them--m.s.n hnxm mach aneh a camp or army,  a  band 

of soldiers--of Elohiym)  SO HE NAMED  THAT  PLACE  MAHANAIM.   (and  he 

called name of that place--dual of mach aneh, two camps or two bands)

SUMMARY VS 1-2

1.  Having concluded matters with Laban and having closed  the  book  on 

that association, Jacob continues his journey into Canaan proper.

2.  When he arrives on the outskirts of what was officially  Canaan,  he 

is met by a company of angels.

3.  He would certainly recognize them, since he had seen  angels  before 

at Bethel.

4.  The vision then was designed to comfort and  encourage  Jacob  at  a 

difficult time in his life.

5.  The appearance of these angels is designed to remind him of the fact 

that these powerful creatures are at the beck and call of God,  and  are 

busily engaged in supporting the believer.

6.  They are ever present to protect the  believer  from  enemies,  both 

seen and unseen.

7.  In commemoration of this event Jacob names the place "two camps".

8.  The two camps were Jacob's relatively powerless nomadic  group,  and 

the angelic army.

9.  This appearance was designed to strengthen him for the crisis he  is 

soon to face with his brother.

VS 3  THEN JACOB SENT MESSENGERS BEFORE HIM TO HIS BROTHER ESAU  IN  THE 

LAND OF SEIR,  THE  COUNTRY  OF  EDOM.   (Jacob--wc  +  Qal  impf  xlw-- 

messengers--to his face=before him--to Esau his  brother--land  of--ryiw 

hairy or rough, often translated he-goat--hdw field or plain, flat tract 

of land--of Edom, could be the region, or could refer to  Esau  himself, 

Gen. 25:30, a reference to the time he sold his birthright.)

VS 4  HE ALSO COMMANDED THEM SAYING, "THUS YOU  SHALL  SAY  TO  MY  LORD 

ESAU;  (and he commanded them, to say--adv hK thus or so--you  will  say 

to my lord, to Esau)  'THUS SAYS YOUR SERVANT JACOB, "I  HAVE  SOJOURNED 

WITH LABAN, AND STAYED UNTIL NOW;  (thus said--your servant,  Jacob--Qal 

pf rVG to tarry or stay somewhere temporarily, to reside as  a  stranger 

and not as a local--with Laban--wc + Qal impf rxX to lag behind, to stay 

behind, to tarry or delay--as far as now)

VS 5  AND I ACQUIRED OXEN AND DONKEYS AND FLOCKS  AND  MALE  AND  FEMALE 

SERVANTS;  (and became to me oxen, etc)  AND I  HAVE  SENT  TO  TELL  MY 

LORD, SO THAT I MAY FIND FAVOR IN YOUR SIGHT."'"  (wc + Qal impf shalach 

--pref l + Hiphil inf const dgn to cause it to be plain, first purpose-- 

to my lord--pref l + Qal inf const Xjm  I  have  sent  to  find,  second 

purpose--chen, grace, favor, mercy--in your eyes.)

VS 6  AND THE MESSENGERS RETURNED TO JACOB, SAYING, stfwd  "WE  CAME  TO 

YOUR BROTHER ESAU, AND INDEED HE IS COMING TO MEET YOU AND FOUR  HUNDRED 

MEN ARE WITH HIM."  (Qal pf XOB--to Esau--v + adv ,G  also,  indeed--Qal 

act part halakh--to meet you--and four hundred men with him)

VS 7  THEN JACOB WAS GREATLY AFRAID AND DISTRESSED;   (Jacob--wc  +  Qal 

impf Xry feared or was afraid--adv me'odh--wc + Qal impf rry to press or 

compress, to bind up or tie up, to put into a narrow or confining place, 

refers to the emotional  response  that  one  experiences  when  pressed 

externally by enemies, here the response that intense fear brings  on  a 

person)  SO HE DIVIDED THE PEOPLE WHO WERE WITH HIM, AND THE FLOCKS  AND 

THE HERDS AND THE CAMELS INTO TWO CAMPS;  stfwd

VS 8  BECAUSE HE THOUGHT, "IF ESAU COMES TO THE ONE  CAMP  AND  DESTROYS 

IT, THEN THE OTHER CAMP WILL ESCAPE."  (wc + Qal impf 'amar here=what he 

said to himself or thought--if Esau--Qal impf bo'--to the camp  the  one 

--wc + Hiphil pf hkn to hit or strike, to attack militarily,  to  defeat 

or kill--wc + Qal pf hayah, it will become--the camp, the  remaining  or 

left over--pref l + verbal adj. uylP escaped  by  flight,  esp.  from  a 

battle or slaughter)

SUMMARY VS 3-8

1.  God has ordered Jacob back to the land of Canaan, and after some  20 

years with Laban, he was no doubt very happy to comply.

2.  Upon concluding matters with Laban, and closing  the  door  on  that 

period of his life, Jacob must deal with the issue of Esau.

3.  If he was to return and reside in Canaan, at some  point  a  meeting 

with Esau was unavoidable.

4.  If Jacob chose to avoid the inevitable, Esau could always  seek  him 

out if he chose to do so.

5.  Jacob knew that Rebekah was to have sent him word as soon as  Esau's 

anger had subsided so he could return to Canaan.

6.  Since he had heard nothing in 20 years, his conclusion was that Esau 

was likely still in a murderous frame of mind.

7.  Yet he has the direct command of God to return to Canaan, so he must 

confront this situation whether he desires to or not.

8.  He sends out an envoy to Esau, who has gradually relocated from  his 

father's house to a region known as Seir.

9.  Later this region acquired the name of Edom due to Edom's presence.

10.  It is located in the southern part of the land, extending from  the 

Dead sea to the Red sea.

11.  The original inhabitants were dispossessed by Esau  who  made  this 

land his.  Deut. 2:12

12.  He had figured out over some time  that  Isaac  was  not  going  to 

relent in the matter of the blessing, so he eventually moved on his way.

13.  Jacob gives these men very  specific  instructions  as  to  how  to 

approach Esau.

14.  He applies the term servant or slave to himself and the  term  lord 

or master to Esau.

15.  This is an obvious reversal of what God had revealed would  be  the 

relationship between the boys.

16.  Jacob uses this as a ploy to seek to conciliate Esau, but  this  is 

not true and it is not necessary.

17.  It is wise to seek to avoid conflict, but not at the expense of the 

truth of doctrine.

18.  Jacob is seeking to avoid potential danger, not out of  faith  but, 

out of fear.

19.  He acts in an obsequious fashion, fawning to gain Esau's favor.

20.  He then instructs his men to inform Esau that Jacob is  not  coming 

back as a pauper, but has a certain amount of wealth.

21.  He is using human viewpoint to impress Esau and make  certain  that 

Esau will allow him to return in peace.

22.  God has told him to return to Canaan, what  Esau  thinks  is  truly 

irrelevant.

23.  Jacob is more concerned with Esau than with what he is supposed  to 

be doing.

24.  Jacob did  not  need  Esau's  approval  of  his  actions,  Esau  is 

negative, who cares what he thinks.

25.  The messengers return much sooner than Jacob had anticipated, since 

he was several days journey away from Esau.

26.  They inform Jacob that Esau is already aware of his return, and  is 

already on the way to meet him.

27.  Esau apparently did not reveal his intentions to the men Jacob  had 

sent, but appears to want to speak to Jacob himself.

28.  Beyond this they inform Jacob that Esau has an armed force with him 

of 400 men.

29.  These men, like Esau himself, lived by the sword and were  involved 

with Esau in the conquest of the region of Edom.

30.  With Esau coming with a band of armed men and no word  of  what  he 

intended to do, Jacob fears the worst.

31.  He panics and succumbs to MA fear in a big way.

32.  Jacob is not merely afraid, he is panic-stricken and  assumes  that 

Esau is coming to slaughter him and all those with him.

33.  He assumes that the murderous rage which was kindled so many  years 

ago still burns in Esau.

34.  Jacob forgets all the encouragement he  had  so  recently  received 

from the presence of the angelic band.

35.  This is precisely what happens when the believer caves in to  fear, 

doctrine is forgotten and panic sets in.

36.  Like Jacob, this produces an emotional reaction, a panic attack.

37.  Jacob loses sight of the fact  that  God  is  responsible  for  his 

presence here in Canaan, and did not bring him all this way to kill him.

38.  The believer who is walking in obedience to the  revealed  will  of 

God for his life should have confidence that God is going to  take  care 

of him.

39.  He should not fear death in any form, since this would merely be  a 

promotion.

40.  Jacob acts on his fear, not BD, and seeks  to  deliver  himself  by 

splitting his group into two camps.

41.  The word for camps or companies is the same word which was used  by 

Jacob himself in vs 2.

42.  Where is his confidence in the angelic camp, and in the Lord of the 

angels??

VS 9  THEN JACOB SAID, "O GOD OF MY FATHER ABRAHAM AND GOD OF MY  FATHER 

ISAAC,  stfwd  O LORD, WHO SAID TO ME, 'RETURN TO YOUR  COUNTRY  AND  TO 

YOUR RELATIVES, AND I WILL PRODUCE GOOD WITH YOU.'  (YHWH--Qal act  part 

+ d.a. 'amar, the one saying--to me--return  to  your  land,  geographic 

will--and to your kindred or family, relatives--v + Hiphil impf  buy  in 

Qal to be good or well with a person, to be pleased  or  prosperous,  in 

Hiphil to cause one to have a good, pleasing,  prosperous  existence--to 

you)

VS 10   I  AM  UNWORTHY  OF  ALL  THE  LOVINGKINDNESS  AND  OF  ALL  THE 

FAITHFULNESS WHICH YOU HAVE SHOWN TO YOUR SERVANT;  (Qal  pf  ]uq  I  am 

small-- pref m + all--d.a. +  m.p.n  dcx  acts  which  stem  from  love, 

including: grace, mercy,  benevolence,  faithfulness  to  help  or  aid, 

kindness.  Since this is a plural it=acts of mercy over  the  years--and 

from  all--d.a.  +  tmX  firmness,  stability,  faithfulness,  fidelity, 

integrity to one's word, which God demonstrates at all times--which  you 

have manufactured with your servant)  FOR WITH MY STAFF ONLY  I  CROSSED 

THIS JORDAN, AND NOW I HAVE BECOME TWO COMPANIES.  (yK--with my  staff-- 

Qal pf rbi I crossed over--the Jordan, the this--and now I have become-- 

to two camps)

VS 11  DELIVER ME, I PRAY, FROM THE HAND OF MY BROTHER, FROM THE HAND OF 

ESAU;  (Hiphil imperv ljn to draw out or pull out, in Hiphil to  deliver 

or snatch from danger--part Xn please--from hand  of  my  brother,  from 

hand of Esau)  BECAUSE I AM AFRAID OF HIM, LEST HE COME AND DESTROY  ME, 

AS WELL AS THE MOTHERS AND CHILDREN.  (yK--Qal act part Xry + pers  pron 

I am fearing him--conj ]P lest, used of  an  action  we  fear  and  wish 

removed--he will smite or strike me--mother upon children)

VS 12  FOR YOU SAID, 'I WILL SURELY PROSPER YOU AND MAKE  YOUR  SEED  AS 

THE SAND OF THE SEA, WHICH CANNOT BE NUMBERED FOR MULTITUDE.'"  (and you 

yourself have said--Hiphil inf abs + Hiphil impf buy doing good, I  will 

do good--with you--and I will place or put your seed--like sand  of  the 

sea--which not you will count from great, many or much, multitude)

SUMMARY VS 9-12

1.  This incident in the life of Jacob is quite  instructive  in  under- 

standing how believers relate to tests in their life.

2.  We observed that Jacob first caved in to the MAS of  fear  and  made 

his plans to deliver himself.

3.  Afterwards, he resorts to God in prayer, since his own efforts  have 

not removed the pressure he felt.

4.  As we will observe in vs 13ff he resorts  back  to  human  viewpoint 

activity in order to deliver himself.

5.  It is very easy to say now that he should have just prayed about  it 

and left in God's hands and not worried.

6.  Yet when  confronted  with  tests,  are  we  not  just  like  Jacob, 

vacillating back and forth between faith and doubt, between trust in God 

and reliance on our own abilities to deliver ourselves.

7.  It would be great if believers would apply perfectly under  testing, 

but this is just not the reality.

8.  Jacob's prayer is a model of doctrinal viewpoint, demonstrating that 

he had indeed grown spiritually.

9.  Even though he is on the verge of maturity,  he  waffles  under  the 

pressure of his testing.

10.  It should not be overlooked that this test which produced such fear 

in him did not exist in reality, but only in his imagination.

11.  It is very easy to get caught up in  groundless  assumptions  about 

what the future holds and put unnecessary pressure on yourself.

12.  When we are fretting about  something,  the  first  thing  that  we 

should do is make certain that  we  are  functioning  based  on  factual 

reality, and not merely on some scenario which we have concocted in  our 

own mind.

13.  Jacob, like us, acts first and  prays  later,  which  is  just  the 

opposite of what we should do.

14.  He begins his prayer by addressing God in terms of  his  ancestors, 

Abraham and Isaac.

15.  This means several things:

    a.  It demonstrates Jacob's understanding of the fact  that  he  was 

        related to the Abrahamic covenant.

    b.  It calls to mind both men, who had STA's and failures,  yet  God 

        had delivered them repeatedly.

    c.  It calls into view God's faithfulness to these men.

16.  He is not implying that God is not his God,  but  on  the  contrary 

that he stands in a similar position with God as his ancestors.

17.  The first thing that Jacob points out is that he is not  in  Canaan 

at merely his own desire.

18.  He is in the geographic will, and that at God's command.

19.  So he reminds God of His  command  to  return  to  Canaan  and  His 

promise to prosper Jacob.

20.  He next moves to his own sense  of  personal  unworthiness  of  the 

blessings of God, which he has received.

21.  This demonstrates grace  orientation,  recognizing  that  we  never 

become worthy of the least of God's goodness to us.

22.  When all is said and done and you review the life you  have  lived, 

you will be overwhelmed at the goodness and grace which God has bestowed 

upon you.

23.  That God loves his children and constantly performs marvelous  acts 

of grace based on His love should lead to a  realization  of  one's  own 

lack.

24.  The very fact that we need grace and mercy draws attention  to  our 

need.

25.  Our need, like Jacob's, comes about due to the  STA  and  the  fact 

that we so readily obey its dictates.

26.  This confession of unworthiness recognizes our  consistent  failure 

in terms of sin, as compared to the perfect righteousness of God.

27.  The second term draws attention to the fact that God is  consistent 

toward us, no matter how we are toward Him.

28.  He is always faithful to His word, our failures and inconsistencies 

notwithstanding.

29.  The temporal prospering of Jacob over the 20 years  with  Laban  is 

cited as proof of God's mercy and faithfulness.

30.  Jacob was basically destitute when  he  left  Canaan,  and  now  he 

returns a wealthy man, with a large family.

31.  The very act of dividing his camp has graphically demonstrated  the 

degree to which he has come under the blessing of God.

32.  His request is straightforward and simple, he wants to be delivered 

from his brother, whom he thinks is coming to kill him.

33.  He admits that he is afraid of Esau now, as he was 20 years earlier 

when he left Canaan.

34.  His confession of sin in vs 10 is general, his confession  here  is 

specific.

35.  He points out that he is not merely concerned with his own personal 

safety, but with the safety of his family.

36.  I'm sure that he was concerned with the safety of his  family,  but 

this is designed to put further pressure on God, if you will.

37.  He next cites the only thing which the believer can truly  rely  on 

at any time, the Word of God.

38.  The promises of God are given for us to believe and appropriate  as 

we will.

39.  This type of prayer does not offend God, it demonstrates that Jacob 

has been paying attention, and knows the Word of God very well.

40.  This boldness is characteristic of the adjusted believer,  just  as 

the true humility is characteristic of the adjusted believer.

41.  We are commanded to come with confidence before God in our times of 

testing and need.  Heb. 4:16

42.  Not because we are anything, but because  we  are  related  to  God 

through the work of our Great High Priest.  Heb. 4:14ff

42.  Effective prayer is related to  doctrine  in  the  brain  computer, 

without which the believer does not know what to ask for.  Jn. 15:1-7

43.  As we know, the Abrahamic covenant had several seeds in view, under 

the term, "seed".

44.  The physical seed, the Jews, is to become like the sand of the sea, 

which is so numerous as to be uncountable.

45.  Jacob demonstrates that he clearly understood  the  aspect  of  the 

seed as he cites the physical descendants which must still be future  in 

order to fulfill the promise of SG3 to Abraham.

46.  While Jacob has his problems and we have been observing them in the 

previous chapters, this prayer demonstrates a depth of growth and under- 

standing which very few attain.

47.  This is a positive believer who has an STA and failures galore, yet 

his ultimate confidence is not in himself, but in his God.

48.  This prayer contains the following key elements:

    a.  Recognition of the unchanging God, the God of Abraham is the God 

 of Jacob and the God of Grace Bible Church. vs 9

    b.  Grace orientation and humility.  vs 10

    c.  Recognition of God's blessing.  vs 10b

    d.  Boldness and confidence with God.  vs 9b, 12

    e.  Petition.  vs 11

    f.  Claiming the promises of God's Word.  vs 12

VS 13  SO HE SPENT THE NIGHT THERE.  THEN HE SELECTED FROM WHAT  HE  HAD 

WITH HIM A PRESENT FOR HIS BROTHER ESAU.  (so he spent the night  there, 

in that night--and he took from--Qal act part XOB the coming=that  which 

had come--into his hand--f.s.n hxnm a gift, in secular contexts, used of 

gifts to superior persons, esp. kings, to convey an attitude  of  homage 

and submission to that person--for Esau his brother)

VS 14  TWO HUNDRED FEMALE GOATS AND TWENTY MALE GOATS, TWO HUNDRED  EWES 

AND TWENTY RAMS,  stfwd

VS 15  THIRTY NURSING CAMELS AND THEIR COLTS, FORTY COWS AND TEN  BULLS, 

TWENTY FEMALE DONKEYS AND TEN MALE DONKEYS.  (30 camels--Hiphil part qny 

to give suck, nursing camels and their colts)

VS 16  AND HE DELIVERED THEM INTO THE HAND OF HIS SERVANTS, EVERY  DROVE 

BY ITSELF,  (and he gave into hand of his slaves--m.s.n rdi a flock, --a 

flock--alone, separately, apart)  AND SAID TO  HIS  SERVANTS,  "PASS  ON 

BEFORE ME, AND PUT A  SPACE  BETWEEN  DROVES."   (and  he  said  to  his 

servants, cross over ahead of me--and you will place--m.s.n xvr 2x, room 

or space--between a flock and between a flock)

VS 17  AND HE COMMANDED THE  ONE  IN  FRONT,  SAYING   stfwd   "WHEN  MY 

BROTHER ESAU MEETS YOU AND ASKS YOU, SAYING, 'TO WHOM DO YOU BELONG, AND 

WERE ARE YOU GOING, AND TO  WHOM  DO  THESE  ANIMALS  IN  FRONT  OF  YOU 

BELONG?'  stfwd

VS 18  THEN YOU SHALL SAY, 'THESE BELONG TO YOUR SERVANT JACOB; IT IS  A 

PRESENT SENT TO MY LORD ESAU.  stfwd  AND  BEHOLD,  HE  IS  ALSO  BEHIND 

US.'"  

VS 19  THEN HE COMMANDED ALSO THE SECOND AND THE THIRD,  AND  ALL  THOSE 

WHO FOLLOWED THE DROVES, SAYING "AFTER THIS MANNER YOU  SHALL  SPEAK  TO 

ESAU WHEN YOU FIND HIM."  (according to the word the this=the same exact 

thing--you will speak to Esau in your finding him=when you find him)

VS 20  AND YOU WILL SAY, 'BEHOLD, YOUR  SERVANT  JACOB  ALSO  IS  BEHIND 

US.'"  (also, indeed, your servant Jacob is behind us)  FOR HE  THOUGHT, 

"I WILL APPEASE HIM WITH THE PRESENT THAT GOES BEFORE ME.   (because  he 

said--Piel impf cohort rpK to cover over, to cover sins  or  trespasses, 

to obtain forgiveness, to make good for a wrong, "let me conciliate him" 

--with the present, the one walking before me)  THEN  AFTERWARD  I  WILL 

SEE HIS FACE; PERHAPS HE WILL ACCEPT ME."  (and after thus--I  will  see 

his face--adv ylVX if not, whether not, perhaps--he will lift up my face

VS 21  SO THE PRESENT CROSSED OVER BEFORE HIM, WHILE  HE  HIMSELF  SPENT 

THAT NIGHT IN THE CAMP.  (crossed over is used throughout this  section, 

since Jacob is crossing the Jabbok)

SUMMARY VS 13-21

1.  After his prayer,  Jacob  immediately  resorts  to  human  viewpoint 

activity to secure his own deliverance.

2.  His idea was a rather sizable gift to Esau, with which he  hoped  to 

soften Esau up.

3.  This gift included 580 head of various  animals,  divided  male  and 

female as was customary among those who raised livestock.

4.  Not being certain that this will be favorably received,  he  divides 

the gift into 5 separate flocks, and puts one of his servants in  charge 

of each drove.

5.  The idea Jacob had was to send each flock out, and then allow a some 

distance between the flocks, so that Esau realized the magnitude of  the 

five gifts.

6.  Each of the men were instructed to say the same thing  when  and  if 

they were questioned by Esau.

7.  Their answer was to reflect the obsequious way in  which  Jacob  was 

going to approach Esau.

8.  Jacob resorts to false humility and consistently refers to  Esau  as 

the master and to himself as the slave.

9.  Each man is to say the same thing  and  point  out  that  Jacob  was 

coming along behind them.

10.  Obviously this had another significant purpose that of allowing the 

next group to observe if the preceding group  was  met  with  a  hostile 

reception and violence.

11.  Then they could head back to Jacob immediately and inform him  that 

Esau had killed the one before him.

12.  Jacob's thinking is clearly revealed in vs 20 and that is  that  he 

hopes to appease Esau with gifts.

13.  He still believed Esau was full of the murderous rage he  possessed 

20 years before when Jacob had cheated him out of the blessing.

14.  He sent the five separate flocks on across the  river  Jabbok,  but 

kept his wives and children in the camp with him.

15.  The plan is to have the present begin to arrive group by group  the 

following day, indicating the Esau was not far away.

VS 22  NOW HE AROSE THAT SAME NIGHT AND TOOK HIS TWO WIVES AND  HIS  TWO 

MAIDS AND HIS ELEVEN CHILDREN, AND CROSSED THE FORD OF THE JABBOK.   (he 

arose in the night the that--and took two wives of him and two maids  of 

him--and eleven children--wc + Qal impf rbi crossed over--s.d.o + rbim a 

passing or crossing over, a place to cross a mountain, a pass, or in the 

case of a river, a place to ford, a narrow or shallow spot--Jabbok)

VS 23  SO HE TOOK THEM AND SENT THEM ACROSS THE  STREAM.   AND  HE  SENT 

ACROSS ALL HE HAD.  (he took them and caused them to  go  over--s.d.o  + 

d.a. + lxn a stream, rhn=river--and he caused to go over  all  which  to 

him)

VS 24A  SO JACOB WAS LEFT ALONE.  (Jacob--wc + Niphal  impf  rty  to  be 

left over, to remain--lebhad=only or alone)

SUMMARY VS 22-24A

1.  Jacob proceeds with his plan to appease Esau, having sent  over  the 

five separate flocks which would meet Esau in the morning.

2.  He now makes plans to send everyone else across the river Jabbok.

3.  During the night  he  readied  Rachel  and  Leah  alone  with  their 

servants and children and sent them across  a  smaller  portion  of  the 

river.

4. The eleven children obviously refers only to the boys, since we  know 

of at least one daughter who has been born.

5.  He stays on the N. side of the Jabbok, and sends them all across  to 

the south side.

6.  Jacob has sent the flocks, his possessions and now last of all,  his 

family across the stream.

7.  He stayed behind out of fear, hoping that if Esau was still inclined 

to kill him, that his rage would be spent by the time he reached him.

8.  Jacob is willing to sacrifice everything and  everyone  due  to  his 

fear, even his wife and children.

9.  He is alone on the north bank of the river.

VS 24B  NOW A MAN WRESTLED WITH HIM UNTIL DAYBREAK.  (a man--wc  +Niphal 

impf qbX 2X, not used in Qal, to pound down, to subdue or make small, in 

Niph. to wrestle, reflexive sense--with him--as far  as--Qal  inf  const 

hli to go up--d.a. + rxw dawn or morning, earliest part of the day)

VS 25  AND WHEN HE SAW THAT HE HAD NOT PREVAILED AGAINST HIM, HE TOUCHED 

THE SOCKET OF HIS THIGH;  (wc + Qal impf ra'ah=the man who wrestled  saw 

--kiy--neg lo' + Qal pf lky to be able, or is this case to  be  powerful 

enough to win--for him--wc + Qal impf ign he touched, after a  night  of 

wrestling, this is all it took??--pref b + kaph=hollow  part--f.s.n  fry 

the thigh=the socket of the thigh, where it joins the  pelvis)   SO  THE 

SOCKET OF JACOB'S THIGH WAS DISLOCATED WHEN HE WRESTLED WITH  HIM.   (so 

hollow of thigh of Jacob--wc + Qal impf iqy to be torn off or torn away, 

when used of people=alienated, when used of bodily  parts,  dislocated-- 

pref b + Niphal inf const qbX + 3ms=in his wrestling=when  or  while  he 

wrestled--with him.)

VS 26  THEN HE SAID, "LET ME GO, FOR THE DAWN  IS  BREAKING."   (and  he 

said--Piel imperv xlw to send out, Piel is intensive, and Imperative  is 

command--conj kiy--the dawn is coming up)  BUT HE SAID, "I WILL NOT  LET 

YOU GO UNTIL YOU HAVE BLESSED ME."  (but he said--neg  lo  +  Piel  impf 

shalach --conj kiy + hypoth 'im=but if=unless or until--Piel pf frB)

VS 27  SO HE SAID TO HIM, "WHAT IS YOUR NAME?"  (and he  said  to  him-- 

what your name)  AND HE SAID, "JACOB."

VS 28  AND HE SAID, "YOUR NAME WILL NO  LONGER  BE  JACOB,  BUT  ISRAEL;  

(and he said--not Jacob will be said as far  as  your  name--but,  lXrwy  

BECAUSE YOU HAVE FOUGHT WITH GOD AND WITH  MEN  AND  HAVE  WON."   (conj 

kiy--Qal pf hrw to place in order, to set or arrange soldiers,  to  wage 

war or fight--with Elohiym--and with men--wc + Qal impf lky and you were 

able, ie you were victorious)

SUMMARY VS 24B-28

1.  Jacob has arranged things so that he is alone on the north  side  of 

the Jabbok river.

2.  The fact that he  is  alone,  and  then  immediately  engaged  in  a 

wrestling match points to the supernatural character of his opponent.

3.  His opponent is the Lord in theophany, he wrestles with  the  second 

person of the Godhead.

4.  Jacob is somewhat of an enigma, since he is consumed  with  fear  at 

the prospect of facing Esau, and then he is  willing  to  fight  to  the 

death.

5.  The man is called an angel in Hosea 12:2-4.

6.  The angel of YHWH appeared as a man and engaged Jacob in a wrestling 

match.

7.  Many, if not most, interpreters do not want to make this a  physical 

match, but some sort of soulish struggle as Jacob engaged in prayer.

8.  The obvious statement of vs 25 demands a physical contest.

9.  The Lord's strength was infinite and he could of overcome  Jacob  at 

any time, as is evident in vs. 25.

10.  Nevertheless, He perfectly matched Jacob strength for strength  and 

move for move.

11.  This match was without officials, and lasted the entire night.

12.  It was rough and evenly matched so that neither opponent ever could 

pin the other.

13.  It should be clear that no one would be a physical match for God.

14.  Why did God not pin Jacob and overcome him??

15.  It certainly was not  due  to  a  lack  of  strength,  know-how  or 

ability.

16.  The answer lies in the doctrine of volition.

17.  This contest was designed to show Jacob that his true conflict  was 

with the Lord Himself, and not with Esau or anyone else.

18.  Jacob has violated every rule and used every opportunity to advance 

himself in life, just as he tried every trick that night.

19.  Examples include:

    a.  Taking advantage of Esau's hunger.

    b.  Taking advantage of Isaac's blindness.

    c.  Using his physical strength to impress Rachel.

    d.  Using his charm and tears to gain her compassion.

    e.  The rod episode.

    f.  Using Laban's absence to sneak away.

    g.  Using humble language and gifts to attempt to appease Esau.

    h.  Sending everyone over to face the wrath of Esau while he brought 

        up the rear.

20.  In the early part of his  life,  he  used  his  tricks  to  advance 

himself, now he uses them to preserve himself.

21.  He is engaged now in a match which he can never win, no matter  how 

tricky or tenacious he is.

22.  This is the lesson which Jacob must learn, you cannot overcome  the 

Lord with the STA or its devices.

23.  Toward the end of the match, a touch from the Lord put  an  end  to 

Jacob's wrestling career.

24.  In what was an otherwise even match, one touch  dislocated  Jacob's 

thigh from his pelvis.

25.  Nevertheless, Jacob was tenacious and although he was in much pain, 

he would not give up.

26.  This is indicative of Jacob's spiritual journey, adversity and pain 

did not stop him from seeking the best that God had to offer.

27.  The demand for Jacob to let him go implied that He did not want  to 

be seen by Jacob in the light.

28.  Jacob immediately recognizes the import of  this  comment  and  now 

knows his opponent to be Divine.

29.  Jacob, as he has all his life, doggedly pursues God's blessing, and 

states that he will not let go until he is blessed.

30.  His entire life has been a quest  for  blessing,  but  often  under 

operation energy of the flesh.

31.  The Lord asks Jacob what his name is, not because He did  not  know 

or because He needed to acquire information.

32.  This question is designed  to  focus  Jacob  on  his  character  of 

deceiver or supplanter.

33.  What he had pursued through his own efforts was now going to be his 

via grace.

34.  He tells him that his name will now become Israel, which means  one 

who fights with or for God.

35.  This entire match has been staged to show Jacob that it is God whom 

he is fighting against under his self-will.

36.  The reason for this name is given in the final part of vs 28 in the 

statement about fighting with God and men.

37.  In spite of his self-willed character, in spite  of  his  conflicts 

with Esau and Laban, in spite of his own STA, Jacob hung  in  there  and 

made it.

38.  He was tenacious and positive and would not give up  until  he  got 

God's blessing, since he considered that the  most  important  thing  in 

life.

39.  Because he was positive, God provided what his volition desired.

40.  But like the fact that he did not overpower him  in  the  wrestling 

match, God did not ever overpower Jacob's volition during his  spiritual 

struggles.

41.  He allowed him to maladjust and pursue things under the STA and the 

permissive will.

42.  But because he was positive, God had to provide what was  necessary 

to get him to maturity.

43.  The putting of the bone out of joint indicates the  DD  which  came 

upon Jacob for his activities.

44.  This is documented in Heb. 12:12-13

    a.  the hands and feet have to do with our DG production.

    b.  weak and feeble indicates that the believer is not putting forth 

 the necessary energy to stay in spiritual shape.

    c.  It indicates a life in which you are not fastidious in regard to 

 the STA, and are weak due to STA domination.

    d.  Straight paths refers to the course of our lives, the choices we 

 make in general.

    e.  Straight paths are easier to walk on, and refer to a life  which 

 is not controlled by the STA, and a niche which is simplified.

    f.  The limb which is lame refers to an STA weakness  which  hampers 

 the believer.

    g.  This is  an  area  of  self-will  or  failure  which  can  bring 

 discipline if it is not checked.

    h.  The lame limb will be put out of joint, a figure for DD.

    i.  Be healed refers to applying doctrine to the area which you have 

 been letting slide.

    j.  If the limb out of joint does not solve the problem,  the  bones 

 may be broken, indicating DD of a more severe nature.

    k.  If you do not respond to this the SUD is ahead.

45.  His new name would serve to remind him that he was one  who  fought 

through all obstacles until he prevailed.

46.  Jacob's  life  is  characterized  by  seeking  God's  blessing  and 

wrestling with anyone who withstood him.

47.  Finally he prevails with God, as he doggedly clings to  Him  alone, 

the ability of his flesh having been annulled.

48.  He achieves the blessing he had so eagerly pursued through his  own 

strength, which is now given through grace.

49.  This is the lesson of Jacob, we do not have to resort to  operation 

energy of the flesh to gain any of God's blessings, these come in grace.

50.  All our struggles  to  get  anything  in  terms  of  blessing  only 

complicate our niche and hinder God's grace.

51.  Jacob, like all, must be shown that it all depends on God  and  His 

grace, not our abilities or ingenuity.

VS 29  THEN JACOB ASKED HIM AND SAID, "PLEASE TELL ME YOUR NAME."  (then 

Jacob asked and said--Hiphil imperv emphatic naghadh + part. of entreaty 

Xn--your name)  BUT HE SAID, "WHY IS IT THAT YOU ASK MY NAME?"   AND  HE 

BLESSED HIM THERE.  (and he said, for what  this--Qal  impf  sha'al  you 

will ask--for my name--and he blessed him there.)

VS 30  SO JACOB NAMED THE PLACE PENIEL, FOR he said  "I  HAVE  SEEN  GOD 

FACE TO FACE, YET MY LIFE HAS BEEN PRESERVED."  (and Jacob  called  name 

of the place--lXynP p niy'el faces of El--conj kiy--supply  he  said  or 

thought--I saw Elohiym faces to faces--my soul--wc + Niphal impf ljn  to 

draw out or pull out, in Niphal to be plucked out or delivered)

VS 31  NOW THE SUN ROSE UPON HIM JUST AS HE CROSSED OVER PENUEL, AND  HE 

WAS LIMPING ON HIS THIGH.  (and the sun--wc + Qal impf xrz to come up or 

rise up, to spring up--just as he crossed over--lXVnP a variant form  of 

Peniel--v + pers pron--Qal act part ilj 4X, to  lean  to  one  side,  to 

become lame or limp--upon his thigh)

VS 32  THEREFORE, TO THIS DAY THE SONS OF ISRAEL DO NOT EAT THE SINEW OF 

THE HIP WHICH IS ON THE SOCKET OF THE  THIGH,  BECAUSE  HE  TOUCHED  THE 

SOCKET OF JACOB'S THIGH IN THE SINEW OF THE HIP.  ('al  ken=upon  thus-- 

sons of Israel=Jews--do not eat--m.s.n dyG that which binds or  couples, 

a tendon--d.a. + m.s.n hwn a nerve which passes through  the  thigh  and 

the leg to the ankle, some consider it to be the  sciatic  nerve--Jewish 

practice defines it as the inner vein on the hindquarter  together  with 

the outer vein--which is upon the hollow of the thigh--as far as the day 

the this--because he touched the hollow of the thigh  of  Jacob--in  the 

sinew of the hip)

SUMMARY VS 29-32

1.  After Jacob receives his new name, he inquires as to the identity of 

the man with whom he had been wrestling.

2.  This is not because he did not know that his opponent was Divine, as 

is evidenced in vs 30.

3.  The Lord was not inclined to give him his name.

4.  The primary reason was that Jacob already knew who He was.

5.  Since the Lord declined to  answer  the  question,  we  may  readily 

conclude that Jacob did not need any further information.

6.  It is evident that the patriarchs had names for God, which  God  had 

revealed to them.

7.  Jacob is seeking a new revelation of God, by his request for a name.

8.  He is told what all must accept, God determines when and  where  and 

to whom he reveals himself.

9.  Although Jacob is on the verge of maturity, he cannot manipulate God 

any more than anyone else can.

10.  He has wrestled with God and prevailed, but he does not and  cannot 

dictate to God.

11.  Beyond this, Jacob needs no new revelation of God to fulfill  God's 

plan for his life, he needs to apply what he knows.

12.  After the new name was given to Jacob, the Lord pronounces  another 

more formal blessing on him.

13.  It was probably along the lines of Gen. 27:27-29 and 35:10-12.

14.  Jacob names the place to commemorate this marvelous event.

15.  It is not possible to see God in His  essence,  Jacob  had  seen  a 

theophany, the second person appearing in human form.

16.  No man can see God in their physical body and live, and no man  has 

seen God's essence at any time.  Ex. 33:20ff; Jn. 1:18

17.  After the blessing the Lord departed, and just as the sun came  up, 

Jacob was crossing over the Jabbok.

18.  He was carrying in his flesh the scars of wrestling with God.

19.  He limped from that day forward, his wrestling days were over.

20.  Likewise his days of energy of the  flesh  and  spiritual  trickery 

were drawing to a close.

21.  His constant limp would be a reminder that God  did  not  need  his 

strength and nothing depended on him, all depended on God.

22.  God will take whatever is necessary away from the positive believer 

if it hinders his advance to maturity.  Matt. 18:8-9, 19:16-26

23.  It is certainly better for you to recognize your weakness and  deal 

with it than to have God do it for you.  ICor. 11:31-32

24.  As a new  day  was  dawning  physically,  a  new  day  was  dawning 

spiritually for the deceiver.

25.  The Jews instituted a legalistic observance  based  on  this  event 

which is not commanded or sanctioned by the WOG.

