GENESIS CHAPTER 33

OUTLINE 

I.  Reunion with Esau.  vs 1-16

II. Settlement at Shechem.  vs 17-20

VS 1  THEN JACOB LIFTED HIS EYES AND LOOKED,  AND  BEHOLD,  ESAU  WAS 

COMING, AND FOUR HUNDRED MEN WITH HIM.   stfwd   SO  HE  DIVIDED  THE 

CHILDREN AMONG LEAH AND RACHEL AND THE TWO MAIDS.  (wc + Qal impf hjx 

to divide or split up)

VS 2  AND HE PUT THE MAIDS AND THEIR CHILDREN IN FRONT, AND LEAH  AND 

HER CHILDREN NEXT, AND RACHEL AND JOSEPH LAST.  (and  he  placed  the 

maids and their children at the head (front) and  the  Leah  and  her 

children after and Rachel and Joseph after)

VS 3  BUT HE HIMSELF PASSED ON AHEAD OF THEM AND BOWED  DOWN  TO  THE 

GROUND SEVEN TIMES, UNTIL HE CAME  NEAR  TO  HIS  BROTHER.   (but  he 

himself crossed over before them--wc +  Hithpalel  impf  hxw  to  bow 

down, Hith. is  reflexive  bowed  himself--toward  the  ground--seven 

times--prep di + Qal inf const wgn as far his to draw near--as far as 

his brother=as he was drawing near to his brother)

VS 4  THEN ESAU RAN TO MEET HIM AND EMBRACED HIM,  AND  FELL  ON  HIS 

NECK AND KISSED HIM, AND THEY WEPT.  stfwd

SUMMARY VS 1-4

1.  Just after he crossed the Jabbok early that morning, he looks  up 

and sees that Esau is upon him.

2.  Jacob observes that Esau is not alone,  but  accompanied  by  the 

four hundred man army.

3.  Jacob is sure that he is a goner, so he makes  plans  on  how  to 

deliver his family.

4.  All he does here is based on his STA fear and not on BD.

5.  He divides the children with their respective mothers and  places 

his least favorite in the front of the line.

6.  He places his next favorite with her children behind her and they 

are followed by Leah and her children.

7.  He places his beloved wife Rachel and her son Joseph at the rear.

8.  He goes on ahead of them to meet Esau, which  is  an  improvement 

over his previous approach, where he brought up the rear.

9.  He does not not know how the five groups of animals were received 

so he still fears the wrath of Esau.

10.  As he approaches Esau, in full view of everyone,  he  bows  down 

and then moves on a small distance.

11.  He repeats this six times, which was the  customary  homage  one 

would pay to a king or ruler.

12.  All this activity was operation energy of the flesh  to  deliver 

him from the supposed wrath of Esau.

13.  All  this  planning  and  dividing  and  sending  of  gifts  and 

obeisance were completely unnecessary.

14.  As Jacob finds out, Esau does not hold a grudge and gives him  a 

warm and emotional greeting.

15.  That such a dreaded encounter resolved itself into such  a  warm 

and friendly reception was more than Jacob could have hoped.

16.  Esau makes the first move and runs to Jacob  and  embraces  him, 

falls on his neck and kisses him.

17.  There can be no doubt  that  this  was  not  contrived  and  the 

emotion of the moment coupled with the relief brought Jacob to tears, 

as well.

18.  Esau apparently had long forgotten what his brother had done  to 

him and was just happy to see him once again.

19.  This is demonstrates the principle that God can make  those  who 

may be against us very amiable toward us.  Prov. 16:7

20.  This is also a wonderful type of the UB coming  to  God,  loaded 

with sin and guilt and a guilty conscience.

21.  He fears the  presence  of  one  he  has  wronged,  but  instead 

receives grace and love.

22.  His favor is not deserved or earned, and all the schemes of  the 

UB do not commend him to God.

23.  The same is true for the believer who strays from  the  straight 

and narrow and comes to his senses.  Lk. 15:11ff

VS 5  AND HE LIFTED HIS EYES AND SAW THE WOMEN AND THE CHILDREN,  AND 

SAID, "WHO ARE THESE WITH YOU?"  (who these to you?)   AND  HE  SAID, 

"THE CHILDREN WHOM GOD HAS  GRACIOUSLY  GIVEN  YOUR  SERVANT."   (the 

children--whom God--Qal pf ]nx to  be  inclined  toward  someone,  to 

treat them graciously, to give graciously or freely.  The concept  of 

grace in this word indicates that the giver does not owe the receiver 

anything.  Flack says that it is an action  from  a  superior  to  an 

inferior who has no real claim for gracious treatment.--your servant)

VS 6  THEN THE MAIDS CAME NEAR WITH THEIR  CHILDREN  AND  THEY  BOWED 

DOWN.

VS 7  AND LEAH LIKEWISE CAME NEAR WITH HER CHILDREN, AND  THEY  BOWED 

DOWN; AND AFTERWARD JOSEPH CAME NEAR  WITH  RACHEL,  AND  THEY  BOWED 

DOWN.

VS 8  AND HE SAID, "WHAT DO YOU MEAN BY ALL THIS COMPANY WHICH I HAVE 

MET?"  (and he said--what to you--all  +  the  camp,  army  or  host.  

Refers to the 5 droves which Jacob had sent ahead--all  the  camp  or 

company, the this--which--Qal pf wgP to meet someone)  AND  HE  SAID, 

"TO FIND FAVOR IN THE SIGHT OF MY LORD."  (and he said--pref l +  Qal 

inf const matsa'--m.s.n ]x grace, favor, good will=to be accepted  by 

you--in eyes of my lord)

VS 9  BUT ESAU SAID, "I HAVE PLENTY, MY BROTHER; LET WHAT YOU HAVE BE 

YOUR OWN."  (there exists to me much, my brother--let what is to  you 

become to you)

VS 10  AND JACOB SAID, "NO, PLEASE, IF NOW I HAVE FOUND FAVOR IN YOUR 

SIGHT, THEN TAKE MY PRESENT FROM MY HAND,  (no please,  if  please  I 

have found favor in your eyes--then take my gift from my hand)  FOR I 

HAVE SEEN YOUR FACE AFTER SEEING  THE  FACE  OF  GOD,  AND  YOU  HAVE 

RECEIVED ME FAVORABLY.  (conj kiy--]K=li therefore--I see your face-- 

pref k + Qal inf const hXr--face of God--wc +  Qal  impf  hjr  to  be 

delighted with a  person or thing,  to  be  happy  with  someone,  to 

receive them willingly.)

VS 11  PLEASE TAKE MY GIFT WHICH HAS BEEN BROUGHT TO YOU, BECAUSE GOD 

HAS DEALT  GRACIOUSLY  WITH  ME,  AND  BECAUSE  I  HAVE  EVERYTHING."  

(please take--s.d.o + hkrB blessing, invocation of good,  a  gift  or 

present which signifies favor and good-will--which was caused to come 

to you --conj kiy=because--Elohiym has dealt favorably with me--conj. 

kiy--there exists to me all)  THUS HE URGED HIM AND HE TOOK IT.   (wc 

+ Qal impf rjP to beat on, to make blunt, to urge or pressure someone 

with a verbal approach--and he took)

SUMMARY VS 5-11

1.  After the emotional reunion of these two brothers, who had  spent 

so long apparently at odds the interchange of vs 5-11 occurs.

2.  Esau had long since forgotten the stolen blessing and the  birth- 

right, since these things truly meant very little to him.

3.  Jacob thought that these things were as important to Esau as they 

were to him, but this is not the case.

4.  The spiritual blessings of the plan of God are not  important  to 

the Esau type, they want the blessings without the commitment to God.

5.  For a man like  Jacob,  these  things  were  the  most  important 

matters in life.

6.  Although Jacob ran away from his problems when he left home,  God 

forces him to deal with this last remaining issue upon his return.

7.  The CWL is  not  only  vertical  as  we  deal  with  God,  it  is 

horizontal and impacts our relationships with others.

8.  The Word of God may be summarized by the command to love God  and 

love your neighbor as yourself.

9.  This is the last hurdle Jacob  must  clear  upon  his  return  to 

Canaan, and he does so.

10.  Esau asks about all  the  women  and  children  who  accompanied 

Jacob.

11.  Jacob introduces them and attributes them to the  grace  of  God 

during his time with Laban.

12.  After the customary greeting, Esau inquires about the gift which 

Jacob had sent ahead of this present group.

13.  Jacob freely acknowledges that his purpose was to try and obtain 

Esau's favor.

14.  Esau is already favorably inclined toward Jacob and is more than 

willing to let bygones by bygones.

15.  He states that he has  more  than  enough,  and  does  not  need 

Jacob's gift.

16.  Jacob insists that he  take  the  present,  not  because  he  is 

attempting to buy Esau's favor but, because he is acting now out of a 

correct motive for giving.

17.  He does not say, as most translators  assume,  that  seeing  the 

face of Esau is like seeing the face of God; instead he says that  he 

saw the face of Esau after he saw the face of God.

18.  Jacob says that seeing Esau after he saw God is  the  reason  he 

now desires to give the gift.

19.  As a matter of fact, he changes to the word blessing in vs 11 as 

the new name for his gift.

20.  So this present is no longer an attempt to curry  the  favor  of 

Esau, but a present freely given by one who himself has been  blessed 

by God.

21.  One could hardly think of a greater  blessing  than  seeing  the 

face of God!!!!

22.  Yet Jacob now desires to give a blessing since he has received a 

blessing, and a blessing of great magnitude.

23.  VS 11a states in clear terms that the  primary  reason  for  the 

gift was because God had blessed him spiritually.

23.  vs 11b states that there is nothing Jacob lacks  on  any  level, 

spiritually or physically.

24.  While Esau may say that he has much, Jacob may say that  he  has 

all.

25.  After much speaking and urging by Jacob, Esau takes his present.

26.  The giving and receiving of such a gift is meant to  demonstrate 

that all is well and harmonious on both sides.

27.  What is recorded  here  in  vs  1-11  graphically  portrays  the 

following principles of doctrine.

    a.  Jacob coming to Esau demonstrates the UB coming to God.

    b.  The attempt to buy favor  illustrates  people  attempting  to 

        work for their salvation.

    c.  The change in Jacob's reasoning is indicative of  the  change 

        which occurs in the thinking  of  one  who  comes  under  the 

        blessing of God.

    d.  Jacob has been blessed,  therefore  he  becomes  a  blessing.  

        IPet. 3:8-9

    e.  Jacob's servile approach was initially wrong, but he is truly 

        humbled by God's grace.  IPet. 3:8

    f.  When a man's ways please the Lord, He makes even his  enemies 

        be at peace with him.  Prov. 16:9

28.  Jacob is no longer the  self-sufficient  deceiver  who  left  20 

years ago, he now relies on God and His grace.

29.  He is no longer seeking a blessing, he has become a blessing and 

desires to bless others.

30.  He is at peace with God, himself, and others around him.

31.  This type of life does not  come  overnight,  but  through  much 

struggle with the STA and application of doctrine over the years.

32.  While is spiritual walk will be much simpler and straighter,  he 

will carry in his body the DD for wrestling with the Lord.

33.  He now exemplifies the truth of Prov. 3:5-12.

VS 12  THEN ESAU SAID, "LET US TAKE OUR JOURNEY AND GO, AND I WILL GO 

BEFORE YOU."  (and he said--Qal impf cohort icn to pull up  or  pluck 

out, to break camp--and let us walk--and let me walk before you)

VS 13  BUT HE SAID TO HIM, "MY LORD KNOWS THAT THE CHILDREN ARE FRAIL 

AND THAT THE FLOCKS AND HERDS WHICH ARE NURSING ARE  A  CARE  TO  ME.  

(and he said to him--my lord--Qal act part idy--that  the  children-- 

adj fr weak, frail, soft, etc.--and the  sheep  and  cattle--Qal  act 

part lVi to give milk, hence nursing--are upon  me)   AND  THEY  WILL 

OVERDRIVE THEM AND ALL THE SHEEP WILL DIE.  (wc + Qal pf qpD used 3X, 

to knock, to drive a flock too hard, to overdrive them--one  day--and 

all the sheep--wc + Qal pf muth)

VS 14  YOU WILL PLEASE PASS ON, MY LORD, BEFORE YOUR SERVANT; AND  AS 

FOR ME, LET ME PROCEED AT MY LEISURE,  (Qal impf  'abhar--part  na'-- 

my lord--to the faces of your servant--v  +  pers  pron=as  for  me-- 

Hithpael impf cohort lhn 10X, only in Piel and Hithpael (1X) to  lead 

a flock, to take care of it and  provide  guidance  for  the  animals 

which so obviously need it--pref l + uX a gentle sound, a  murmur  or 

sigh, used of water gently flowing, a slow and leisurely  pace  as  a 

shepherd normally uses)  ACCORDING TO THE PACE OF THE CATTLE THAT ARE 

BEFORE ME AND ACCORDING TO THE PACE OF THE CHILDREN UNTIL I WILL COME 

TO MY LORD AT SEIR."  (pref l + regel=according to  the  foot=speed-- 

d.a. + hkXlm service or work in which anyone is engaged,  that  which 

comes from such work, the property or wealth, esp. used  of  cattle-- 

and according to the foot of the children--as far  as  which=until  I 

will come to my lord toward Seir)

VS 15  AND ESAU SAID, "PLEASE LET ME  LEAVE  WITH  YOU  SOME  OF  THE 

PEOPLE WHO ARE WITH ME."  (Hiphil impf cohort gjy to make  to  stand, 

to place or set or put--part na'--with you--from people which with me

BUT HE SAID, "WHAT NEED IS THERE?  LET ME FIND FAVOR IN THE SIGHT  OF 

MY LORD."  (and he said--why this?--Qal  impf  matsa'--chen=grace  or 

favor--in eyes of my lord)

VS 16  SO ESAU RETURNED THAT DAY ON HIS WAY TO SEIR.  stfwd

SUMMARY VS 12-16

1.  Having resolved the discussion about the gift which Jacob  wanted 

to give Esau, Esau suggests that they move out.

2.  He is willing to join his band of four  hundred  men  to  Jacob's 

entourage and would serve as an armed escort.

3.  Jacob does not take him up on  his  offer,  suggesting  that  the 

children and the herds would not be able to maintain the pace of Esau 

and his men.

4.  He says that the flocks are dangerously tired  and  that  further 

hard driving would likely kill some of them.

5.  His children would have ranged in ages from 6-13, having 11  boys 

and an unspecified number of daughters.

6.  Jacob states that Esau should go on and he  will  follow  behind, 

moving at a pace which is comfortable for the family and the flocks.

7.  He will eventually join Esau in the region of Seir.

8.  Esau offers to leave a smaller band of armed men with  Jacob  for 

protection, another offer Jacob refuses.

9.  Esau departs and returns to his chosen region south of  the  Dead 

Sea.

10.  The question arises as to why Jacob does what he does here.

11.  From all we can ascertain in Scripture the reunion of the  twins 

was completely amiable.

12.  It appears that Jacob somehow still mistrusts Esau, for whatever 

reasons, and desires to stay away from him.

13.  He uses the  excuses  about  the  children  and  the  flocks  to 

extricate himself from any further contact with Esau.

14.  He never moved in the direction of Seir as he said, but  instead 

will recross the Jabbok river and move north.

15.  Jacob did not have any intention of going in  the  direction  of 

Esau and refuses to level with him.

16.  Although Jacob has made great strides spiritually,  the  STA  is 

still present and he resorts to his own devices to deliver himself.

17.  In this case, there was truly no danger and Jacob  deceives  him 

unnecessarily.

18.  This is why he refused the offer for anyone from Esau's camp  to 

remain with him.

19.  The typical problem with deceit here surfaces and that  is  that 

one may use legitimate means to cover their  tracks  (like  the  slow 

pace of the kids and sheep) but eventually  when  pressed,  you  will 

have to resort to lying.

20.  It also points out the fact  that  believers  lie,  even  mature 

believers.

VS 17  AND JACOB JOURNEYED TO SUCCOTH; AND BUILT FOR HIMSELF A HOUSE, 

AND MADE BOOTHS FOR HIS LIVESTOCK,  THEREFORE  THE  PLACE  IS  CALLED 

SUCCOTH.  (Jacob--moved his tent--toward hKc a booth or  small  house 

made of branches and leaves interwoven--and he built  for  himself  a 

house--and for his livestock  he  manufactured  booths--therefore  he 

called the name of the place Succoth)

VS 18  NOW JACOB CAME SAFELY TO THE CITY OF SHECHEM, WHICH IS IN  THE 

LAND OF CANAAN,  (and Jacob came in peace--city of Shechem--which  in 

the land of Canaan)  WHEN HE CAME FROM PADDAN-ARAM, AND  CAMPED  OUT- 

SIDE THE CITY.  (pref b + Qal inf const bo'--from  Paddan-Aram--wc  + 

Qal impf hnx to settle down, to pitch one's tent--s.d.o  +  faces  of 

the city)

VS 19  AND HE BOUGHT THE PIECE OF LAND WHERE HE HAD PITCHED HIS  TENT 

FROM THE HAND OF THE SONS OF HAMOR, SHECHEM'S FATHER, FOR ONE HUNDRED 

PIECES OF MONEY.  (and he bought the piece of land which  he  pitched 

there his tent--from hand of sons of rOmx "an ass"--father of ,kw lit 

the shoulder--pref b + one hundred--portions or parts)

VS 20  THEN HE ERECTED THERE AN ALTAR, AND CALLED IT EL-ELOHE-ISRAEL.  

(wc + Hiphil impf bjn to put in place, in Hiphil to cause to  put  in 

place,  to  erect,  establish  or  fix--there--an  alter,  place   of 

sacrifice--and he called to it--lXrwy yhlX lX God, the God of Israel.

SUMMARY VS 17-20

1.  Although Jacob indicated to Esau that he would  be  moving  south 

behind Esau, he instead moves north.

2.  He recrosses the Jabbok river and settles in a  region  close  to 

the junction of the Jordan and Jabbok rivers.

3.  Since we know he was acting out of fear of Esau,  and  still  did 

not trust him, this place was likely chosen because of its safety.

4.  He begins building a house for himself, as well as more permanent 

structures for his livestock.

5.  These structures were called succoth and this is  how  the  place 

gets its name.

6.  The problem is that Jacob is still on the west side of the Jordan 

and is not in Canaan proper.

7.  How long he spent at Succoth is not recorded, but since Dinah was 

around 7 years old when Jacob departed Haran and is at least 13 years 

or so in Chpt 34, vs 17-20 cover some time.

8.  We do not fully know what prompted Jacob  to  leave  Succoth  and 

finally come to Shechem in the land of Canaan.

9.  It seems to me that doctrine in the soul motivated Jacob  to  get 

moving again.

10.  It was not the plan  of  God  for  the  patriarchs  to  live  in 

permanent structures, and Jacob seems to have realized this.

11  At any rate, he arrives safe and sound in the  land  of  promise, 

and pitches his camp outside of Shechem.

12.  A fact which must be inserted here, and explains  partially  why 

Jacob would have gone to Shechem is that Abraham had bought some land 

in that area previously.  Acts 7:16

13.  His reason for not returning to Isaac's house was simply due  to 

the fact that he was now married and had lived outside the  home  for 

over 20 years.

14.  Surely these people understood that when you  married  you  left 

your father and mother.  Gen. 2:24

15.  So in spite of all obstacles, and  in  spite  of  all  that  has 

befallen Jacob, he arrives back in Canaan.

16.  In spite of all his own efforts, he did not bring himself safely 

back, but God did.

17.  He purchases a piece of land  from  the  sons  of  Hamor,  which 

included a son named Shechem.

18.  He pays 100 qesitas, a denomination which is still unidentified.

19.  He stays near the city, which he figured would afford  him  more 

protection than living out in the open country.

20.  While Jacob recognizes God's protection, and knows the  doctrine 

he continues to demonstrate that he has a  difficult  time  following 

through with the application.

21.  As the family priest, Jacob builds an altar, and  calls  it  The 

Mighty one is the God of Israel.

22.  This altar was a monument to God and His grace in Jacob's life.

23.  It was also a means of communicating doctrine to those who  were 

in the region, the gospel to the UB and BD to the believer.

24.  Jacob appropriates his new name for the first time and from this 

point on will begin to live up to his calling.

25.  For 97+ years Jacob has been a deceitful type who relied on  his 

wits to deliver himself and advance himself.

26.  This was certainly the STA trend which came  from  his  mother's 

side of the family.  Rebekah, Rachel, Leah, Laban.

27.  Jacob has grown now to the point where he is willing to overrule 

the STA consistently in this area.

28.  He will no longer function as Jacob the tricky, but as  the  one 

who fights with God.

29.  Many consider the term Israel to mean, "a soldier of God".

30.  As we will see in the following chapter,  making  the  MAJG  and 

living the new life, does not preclude problems and struggles.

