GENESIS CHAPTER 35

OUTLINE 

I.  Return to Bethel.  vs 1-8

II.  Reiteration of Abrahamic covenant.  vs 9-15

III.  Death of Rachel.  vs 16-20

IV.  Reuben's sin  v 21-22

V.  Register of Jacob's sons.  vs 22-26

VI.  Death of Isaac.  vs 27-29

VS 1  THEN GOD SAID TO JACOB, "ARISE  AND  GO  TO  BETHEL,  AND  LIVE 

THERE;  (go up to Bethel=geographically higher)  AND  MAKE  AN  ALTAR 

THERE TO GOD, WHO APPEARED TO YOU WHEN YOU  FLED  FROM  YOUR  BROTHER 

ESAU."  (and manufacture an altar, a place of sacrifice, to 'EL,  the 

one being seen--to  you--when  you  fled  from  faces  of  Esau  your 

brother)

VS 2  SO JACOB SAID TO HIS HOUSEHOLD AND TO ALL WHO  WERE  WITH  HIM,  

(to his household and to all  who  were  with  him)   "PUT  AWAY  THE 

GODS OF FOREIGNERS WHICH ARE AMONG YOU, AND  PURIFY  YOURSELVES,  AND 

CHANGE YOUR GARMENTS;  (Hiphil imper rVc to turn aside, to  go  away, 

in Hiphil to cause something to depart, remove--gods--d.a.+ m.s.n rkn 

to be strange or foreign, a foreign country or person--which  are  in 

the midst of you all--v + Hithpael imperv rhu to shine or be  bright, 

to become clean, in Hith. to purify or cleanse  oneself--v  +  Hiphil 

imperv [lx to cause to pass by, to change or interchange--f.p.n  hlmw 

a garment esp. a large outer garment)

VS 3  AND LET US ARISE AND GO UP TO BETHEL; AND I WILL MAKE AN  ALTAR 

THERE TO GOD, stfwd  THE ONE WHO ANSWERED ME IN MY  DAY  OF  DISTRESS 

AND HAS BEEN WITH ME WHEREVER I HAVE GONE.  (the one who  answers  me 

in day of my distress--and He became with me,  in  the  way  which  I 

walked.)

VS 4  SO THEY GAVE TO JACOB ALL THE FOREIGN GODS WHICH THE  HAD,  AND 

THE RINGS WHICH WERE IN THEIR EARS;  (all gods of the foreigner--v  + 

s.d.o + ,zn a ring, whether worn in the nose or ears--which in  their 

ears)  AND JACOB HID THEM UNDER THE OAK WHICH WAS NEAR SHECHEM.  (and 

Jacob--wc + Qal impf ]mu to  hide  something,  underground=to  bury-- 

beneath the oak which with Shechem)

SUMMARY VS 1-4

1.  Jacob is called by God to move from the lower region  of  Shechem 

to the higher region of Bethel.

2.  Jacob has been in and around Canaan for nearly ten years and  has 

come to a spiritual standstill.

3.  He has become more concerned with fitting in with the cosmos than 

with God and His plan.

4.  As we will observe,  he  has  gradually  allowed  his  family  to 

degenerate by failing to deal with certain issues.

5.  Two of his sons, Simeon and Levi, have demonstrated a  cruel  STA 

which was out of control.

6.  His wives, esp. Rachel, have been engaged in idol worship.

7.  Yet Jacob has done nothing to deal with these problems, but seems 

content to live on the low ground.

8.  He is fearful of retaliation by  the  local  population  for  the 

slaughter of the Hivites.

9.  This call to Bethel is designed to get Jacob focused on  what  is 

truly important.

10.  The making of an altar would focus his attention on the grace of 

God.

11.  The altar is a literally "the place of  sacrifice"  which  is  a 

shadow of the cross.

12.  This is the place where  God  is  satisfied  (propitiation)  and 

where man is blessed.

13.  The altar deals with the issue  of  sin,  which  is  the  single 

largest problem a man will ever face.

14.  How can a sinful man be accepted by a totally righteous God??

15.  If God can resolve  this  problem  and  provide  a  man  with  a 

relationship with Himself, is He not able to solve the other problems 

which arise in our niche?

16.  The mention of fleeing from Esau is designed to point  out  that 

during that period of fear God sustained Jacob, will He do less now?

17.  This call from God makes clear that certain things  are  not  in 

order in Jacob's house, and among Jacob's associates.

18.  He commands all who intend to accompany  him  any  further  that 

religious apostasy and reversionism will not be tolerated.

19.  It is time to clean up his act and those who intend to  continue 

with Jacob must address certain issues.

20.  The first issue that any believer who intends to have more  than 

just a relationship with God must address is that of religion.

21.  Religious diversity has been tolerated in the house up  to  this 

point, and much of it was due to the influence of Laban, via Rachel.

22.  Some of those who came from Haran with Jacob  no  doubt  brought 

some of their idols as well.

23.  With the  sacking  of  Shechem,  many  religious  artifacts  and 

trinkets were also seized and brought into the picture.

24.  If this continues unabated, the false gods will become the focal 

point rather than the true God.

25.  This is exactly what happens in terms of violation of the WOG if 

people are allowed to engage in certain activities.

26.  The PT must be very diligent to  stick  with  the  straight  and 

narrow and be very cognizant if some strange god crops up  among  the 

members of the congregation.

27.  If false doctrine and goofy thinking is not dealt with, soon  it 

can snowball and many can be dragged down by it.

28.  The pursuit of the Lord our God does not tolerate any  diversity 

of viewpoint in certain key matters.

29.  It does matter what God you worship and you  cannot  be  engaged 

with religious apostasy and pursue the plan of God fully.

30.  You cannot believe and practice whatever you wish  in  terms  of 

God and His plan and continue to associate with those who  desire  to 

fully pursue BD.

31.  It is one thing to be immature and not know what is expected, it 

is another to rationalize or reject what you have heard.

32.  The PT is to set clearly forth the issues of Scripture and  each 

believer in the congregation is to rally around the viewpoint.

33.  The PT should document his theology,  and  if  you  cannot  show 

where he is wrong in some area, you are expected to  think  the  same 

D/VP which he thinks.

34.  The second command to those in Jacob's periphery  is  to  purify 

themselves.

35.  Overt cleansing was  used  throughout  the  OT  to  signify  the 

reality of spiritual cleansing.

36.  Since they are to cleanse themselves this is analogous to RB.

37.  The third command was  to  change  garments  and  put  on  clean 

clothes.

38.  The removal of the old dirty clothing is the putting off of  the 

old man, the STA man and his deeds.  Eph. 4:22-24

39.  Dirty clothing represents the deeds of the  STA,  in  this  case 

religious idolatry.

40.  New clothing represents righteous deeds,  living  in  accordance 

with God's will.  

41.  This is analogous to putting on the new man, and walking in such 

a way so as to remain clean.  abide in Me.

42.  After all these things are in order, the plan is to move  up  to 

Bethel and worship God.

43.  Jacob is the spiritual leader who  is  occupied  with  what  God 

wants and expects the same out of those under his authority.

44.  They  responded  to  his  commands  and  removed  all  offensive 

religious symbols, idols, trinkets, etc. from themselves.

45.  The earrings were not used merely for ornamental  purposes,  but 

were part of the religious apostasy which these people practiced.

46.  They were used as amulets, talismans or good luck charms.

47.  They turned them over to Jacob who did not attempt to keep  them 

around, but buried them out of sight beneath an oak tree.

48.  Keeping these sorts of  things  available  is  a  mistake,  they 

should be totally eliminated, so as not to be a  stumbling  block  in 

the future.

VS 5  AS THEY JOURNEYED, THERE BECAME A TERROR OF GOD UPON THE CITIES 

WHICH WERE AROUND THEM, AND THEY DID NOT PURSUE THE  SONS  OF  JACOB.  

(wc + Qal impf icn to pull up tent pegs--wc + Qal  impf  hayah--f.s.n 

hTx 1X, fear, terror or dread--of Elohiym--upon the cities which were 

around about them--and not--Qal pf [dr to pursue--after sons of Jacob

VS 6  SO JACOB CAME TO LUZ (THAT IS BETHEL), WHICH IS IN THE LAND  OF 

CANAAN, HE AND ALL THE PEOPLE WHO WERE WITH HIM.

VS 7  AND HE BUILT AN ALTAR THERE, AND CALLED  THE  PLACE  EL-BETHEL,  

(and he built there an altar--and he called for the place--The God of 

the house of God)  BECAUSE THERE GOD HAD  REVEALED  HIMSELF  TO  HIM, 

WHEN HE FLED FROM HIS BROTHER.  (because  there--The  God--Niphal  pf 

hlG to be naked or made naked, hence  to  reveal  or  disclose  ,  to 

uncover or make obvious or known--was revealed--to him, when he  fled 

from his brother)

VS 8  NOW DEBORAH, REBEKAH'S NURSE DIED, AND  SHE  WAS  BURIED  BELOW 

BETHEL UNDER THE OAK;  (Now  Deborah--Hiphil  part  qny  a  nurse  of 

Rebekah--wc + Qal impf tVm--wc + Niphal impf rbq--from below to  Beth 

El=below or beneath Beth-el--below the oak)  AND HE CALLED IT'S  NAME 

ALLON-BACUTH.  (wc + Qal impf  qara'--name  of  it--tVkB  ]OLX  allon 

bakhuth=oak of weeping or mourning)

SUMMARY VS 5-8

1.  Having cleansed himself and his household, Jacob departs the area 

of Shechem and heads for Bethel.

2.  The distance is in the vicinity of 20 miles, so this  trip  would 

not have taken very long.

3.  As Jacob and  his  entourage  moved  south,  none  of  the  local 

inhabitants moved to retaliate for the destruction of Shechem.

4.  It appears that there was some intention to do so, and God puts a 

supernatural fear upon the inhabitants who lived around Shechem.

5.  Perhaps they considered how  easily  two  men  had  defeated  the 

entire city of Shechem and feared the larger group.

6.  At any rate, they are frightened enough not to attempt anything.

7.  Jacob arrives safe and sound at Bethel, just as God had told  him 

he would some 20 years before.  Gen. 28:15

8.  Moses uses the name which was common for that city at that  time, 

Luz.

9.  Jacob arrives along with all those who had joined  themselves  to 

him, most of which were reversionistic believers.

10.  We do find out in vs 8 that Deborah, Rebekah's nurse had  joined 

up with Jacob.

11.  This occurred after  the  death  of  Rebekah,  and  her  natural 

tendency would have been to want to spend her time with the  man  she 

had raised.

12.  Another reason for her desire to be  with  Jacob  was  that  she 

herself was extremely positive and recognized where the plan  of  God 

was going.

13.  Jacob builds a place of sacrifice, which  is  a  shadow  of  the 

cross, and offers the appropriate sacrifices.

14.  He names that place the God of the house of  God,  demonstrating 

that he was no longer infatuated with the place, but with the God  of 

the place.

15.  Jacob is no longer immature in his thinking and is occupied with 

the Father, not with places.

16.  He had previously named the place Bethel  when  he  was  fleeing 

from Esau.

17.  His flight and return to this region has caused Jacob to reflect 

on the love and faithfulness of God toward him over the years.

18.  He now knows that this is not the house of God, and the place is 

insignificant, God is the One who matters.

19.  Jacob recognizes his foolishness when he was here some 20  years 

earlier.

20.  Amid all the blessing, a rather sad note is here  recorded,  the 

death of Rebekah's nurse Deborah.

21.  While Isaac remained at Hebron, Deborah had attached herself  to 

Jacob.

22.  The Bible does not record the death of Rebekah, as it  does  the 

death of Sarah and Rachel.

23.  Sarah exited this life under dying grace and  maximum  blessing, 

while Rachel will exit via the SUD and cursing.

24.  Rebekah was a reversionist and went out under the SUD as well.

25.  However, Deborah her nurse was not  only  faithful  to  her  PH2 

niche, but was a believer of some stature.

26.  She relayed the news of Rebekah's  death  to  Jacob  and  likely 

stayed with him to comfort him and encourage him.

27.  Jacob has by now figured out that his mother was spiritually out 

of it, and knows she died the SUD.

28.  How long Deborah was with Jacob we do not know,  only  that  she 

died in the area of Bethel and was buried beneath an oak tree.

29.  Jacob names that particular tree the oak or  weeping,  since  he 

has lost not only a faithful woman, but an advancing believer.

30.  His sorrow is bonefide as he considers not only how dear Deborah 

was to him, but the issues about his mother.

VS 9  THEN GOD APPEARED TO JACOB AGAIN WHEN HE CAME FROM PADDAN-ARAM, 

AND HE BLESSED HIM.  (God was seen to Jacob again--when he came  from 

Paddan-aram--and he blessed him)

VS 10  AND GOD SAID TO HIM, "YOUR NAME IS JACOB; YOU SHALL NO  LONGER 

BE CALLED JACOB,  (your name Jacob--no will be called your name again 

Jacob)  BUT ISRAEL WILL  BECOME  YOUR  NAME."   THUS  HE  CALLED  HIM 

ISRAEL.  (kiy 'im=but Israel will become your name--so He called  his 

name Israel)

VS 11  GOD ALSO SAID TO HIM, "I AM  GOD  ALMIGHTY;  BE  FRUITFUL  AND 

MULTIPLY;  (And Elohiym said to him--I [am] yDw lX--Qal imperv  hrP-- 

Qal imperv hbr)  A NATION AND A COMPANY OF NATIONS  SHALL  COME  FROM 

YOU, AND KINGS SHALL COME FORTH FROM YOU.  (a nation and an  assembly 

of nations--will become from you--and kings will  go  out--pref  m  + 

f.dual.n /lx loins)

VS 12  AND THE LAND WHICH I GAVE TO ABRAHAM AND ISAAC, I WILL GIVE IT 

TO YOU,  (and the land which I gave to Abraham and to Isaac, to you I 

will give it)  AND TO YOUR DESCENDANTS AFTER  YOU  I  WILL  GIVE  THE 

LAND."  (and to your seed after you I will give the land)

VS 13  THEN GOD WENT UP FROM HIM IN THE PLACE  WHERE  HE  HAD  SPOKEN 

WITH HIM.  (And Elohiym ascended from above him in the place which he 

spoke to him)

VS 14  AND JACOB SET UP A PILLAR IN THE PLACE  WHERE  HE  HAD  SPOKEN 

WITH HIM, A PILLAR OF STONE  (and Jacob set up--f.s.n hbJm  a  pillar 

or statue--which he spoke to him--a pillar of stone)  AND  HE  POURED 

OUT A LIBATION ON IT; HE ALSO POURED OIL ON IT.  (wc  +  Hiphil  impf 

fcn to pour or pour out, esp. a liquid offering made to a  god--m.s.n 

fcn a libation, a drink offering--wc + Qal impf qjy to pour  or  pour 

out--upon it--oil)

VS 15  SO JACOB NAMED THE  PLACE  WHERE  GOD  HAD  SPOKEN  WITH  HIM, 

BETHEL.

SUMMARY VS 9-15

1.  For the first time that we know of, God appears visibly to  Jacob 

during his normal conscious state.

2.  He has appeared in dreams and communicated with Jacob, but  never 

face to face.

3.  This manifestation of Divine pleasure and what follows is clearly 

in response to Jacob's obedience.

4.  He has returned to the land and to Bethel just as  he  was  told, 

and is once again focused on God.

5.  God blesses people by giving them the Divine viewpoint, and  that 

is what He does here for Jacob.

6.  He visibly appeared to Jacob and first reiterated the name change 

to Israel.

7.  Some ten years have passed and Jacob has not necessarily lived up 

to his name as a soldier of God.

8.  God points out that his name was Jacob, but he is to be known  in 

the future only by the name Israel.

9.  The name of a person is designed to communicate the character  or 

nature of a person.

10.  The name of a person actually comes to mean the  entire  essence 

and acts of that person.

11.  The notion of two names for an individual points  out  that  two 

very distinct forces are at work, which may be manifest at any  given 

time.

12.  Jacob was the deceiver or supplanter, Israel was the soldier  of 

God.

13.  God introduces Himself as El Shadday, the God of breasts, a term 

He has used previously with Abraham.

14.  The term breasts or teats is used in the  Bible  to  communicate 

the following:

    a.  Pleasure.  Prov. 5:19

    b.  Sexual prosperity.  Hosea 9:14

    c.  Nourishment.  Joel 2:16

    d.  The place of total intimacy.  Song of Sol. 1:13; Hosea 2:2

15.  One of the significant things about maturity is that the Lord is 

more real and  important  to  the  believer  than  the  blessings  He 

provides.

16.  The mature believer  is  satisfied  with  God  at  a  level  the 

immature believer cannot fathom.

17.   God  Himself  becomes  the  source  of  nourishment,  pleasure, 

prosperity etc. rather than His blessings.

18.  Many breasts signify the many ways God brings  pleasure  to  the 

mature believer.

19.  This aspect of fellowship with God is available to all, who will 

diligently seek Him.

20.  The believer cannot be double minded and ever reach this  place, 

his total focus must be on El Shadday.

21.  Enemies of the believer include:

    a.  STA lusts which distract you in the soul.  IPet. 2:11

    b.  Rejection of the GAP system.  Includes those who  reject  the 

LC,  the authority of the PT, face to face, consistency,  failure  to 

 believe and apply what you learn, verse by verse teaching,   correct 

hermeneutic, theological grid, etc.

    c.  Occupation with the cosmos.  James 4:4; IJohn 2:15ff

    d.  Failure to apply separation.  IICor. 6:17ff; Heb. 12:14

    e.  Pursuit of the details over doctrine.  Matt.  6:19-2422.   He 

reiterates certain parts of the Abrahamic covenant, and  begins  with 

the concept of sexual prosperity, which Jacob has certainly enjoyed.

23.  Jacob is informed that a nation  will  be  descended  from  him, 

which is of course, Israel.

24.  As well as a company or assembly of  nations  which  would  come 

through the line of Jacob.

25.  The fulfillment of this seems to come only through Ephraim,  the 

son of Joseph.  Gen. 48:19

26.  He is told that kings will also arise from his descendants.

27.  The real estate  portion  of  the  covenant  is  reiterated  and 

confirmed as the land of Canaan.

28.  It is promised to his descendants, the Jews.

29.  God, who has been visible above Jacob, now ascends out of sight.

30.  Jacob sets up a pillar of stone to commemorate this event.

31.  The wine of the drink offering and the oil are  symbols  of  the 

physical and spiritual prosperity which the mature believer enjoys.

32.  Jacob attributes these to God, and the offering of these  things 

indicates his occupation with the source of the  blessings,  and  not 

the blessings themselves.

33.  The rock may well typify  Christ,  who  is  the  basis  for  any 

prosperity the believer enjoys.

34.  vs 15 reiterates that the place  was  called  House  of  God  by 

Jacob.

35.  Although it is evident that Jacob is occupied now with  the  God 

of the place and not the place itself.

VS 16  THEY THEY JOURNEYED FROM BETHEL; AND WHEN THERE WAS STILL SOME 

DISTANCE TO GO TO EPHRATH,  (wc + Qal impf icn to pull up tents--from 

Bethel--wc + Qal impf hayah--adv dOi yet or still--f.s.n hrbK length, 

used of a certain measure of distance--of the land--pref l + Qal  inf 

const bo'=to come--trpX  +  he  locale=to  Ephrath,  early  name  for 

Bethlehem)  RACHEL BEGAN TO GIVE BIRTH AND SHE SUFFERED SEVERE LABOR.  

(Rachel--wc + Qal impf dly--wc + Piel impf hwq to be hard, or hard to 

bear, to be difficult--pref b + Qal inf const yaladh)

VS 17  AND IT CAME ABOUT WHEN  SHE  WAS  IN  SEVERE  LABOR  THAT  THE 

MIDWIFE SAID TO HER, "DO NOT FEAR, FOR NOW YOU HAVE A  SON."   (wc  + 

Qal impf hayah--pref b + Hiphil inf const hwq when her labor was made 

hard, obviously by God--d.a. + Piel part dly =midwife--said to  her-- 

neg lX + Qal impf Xry=stop being afraid--because indeed this to you a 

son=this means another son for you.)

VS 18  AND IT CAME ABOUT AS HER SOUL WAS DEPARTING  (FOR  SHE  DIED), 

THAT SHE NAMED HIM BEN-ONI, BUT HIS FATHER CALLED HIM BENJAMIN.   (wc 

+ Qal impf hayah--pref b + Qal inf const Xjy--her soul--conj kiy--Qal 

pf muth--she called his name--ynOX ]B son  of--misfortune,  calamity, 

sorrow, adverse circumstances--but his father called for  him--]ymynb 

son of the right hand)

VS 19  SO RACHEL DIED AND WAS BURIED ON THE WAY TO EPHRATH  (THAT  IS 

BETHLEHEM).  Bethlehem=house of bread

VS 20  AND JACOB SET UP A PILLAR OVER HER GRAVE; THAT IS  THE  PILLAR 

OF RACHEL'S GRAVE UNTIL TODAY.

SUMMARY VS 16-20

1.  Jacob spends a very short time at Bethel, but long enough to  get 

his focus back where it should be.

2.  After his visit to Bethel, he determined to go to his father, who 

was living in Hebron.

3.  He moved south, but before he could reach Bethlehem, Rachel began 

to give birth to her second son.

4.  This was not destined to be an  easy  birth  and  she  was  under 

intensive pressure with a difficult labor.

5.  As she is giving birth, the  midwife  informs  her  that  she  is 

having another son.

6.  Rachel in under MA fear, and rightly so, for God  is  using  this 

birth to administer the SUD to her.

7.  Rachel had desired another son when she gave birth to  her  first 

son, Joseph.

8.  God gives her what she wants, but uses it to check her out.

9.  She is under maximum discipline and her  life  has  been  one  of 

calamity and sorrow, so she names the boy, "son of my sorrow".

10.  Jacob does not accept this name, and names the boy, "son of  the 

right hand", which likely signifies, son of good fortune.

11.  Rachel checks out under maximum discipline and is buried between 

Bethel and Bethlehem.

12.  Jacob marks the spot with a pillar which still  existed  in  the 

time of Moses.  c 1445BC some 235 years later.

13.  This chapter has been one of deaths for Jacob to deal with,  two 

of them reversionistic believers, and Deborah, a faithful believer.

14.  Death is a reality in the AC due to the existence  of  the  STA.  

Rom. 5:12

15.  It  will  exist  until  Christ  eventually  eliminates  it  from 

history.  Rev. 21:4

16.  The advancing believer need  not  fear  death,  since  it  is  a 

promotion from the trial of this earth to Heaven and the  joys  which 

await.

17.  The maladjusted will die under maximum discipline and the SUD is 

the lot of all who reject doctrine in time.

18.  Summary of Rachel.

    a.  Father was a monetary reversionist and idol worshiper.

    b.  Grew up in an atmosphere where these things were tolerated.

    c.  Met Jacob and fell in love with him, he was her RM.

    d.  She was physically attractive and well built.

    e.  She was used to having her way.

    f.  Had her happiness sacrificed by her unscrupulous  father  via 

 polygamy.

    g.  Reacted to this and became insanely jealous of Leah.

    h.  Built her life and happiness on children.

    i.  Resorted to human viewpoint solutions to solve her  problems, 

 attempting to provide herself what God was not providing.

    j.  Became more deluded and saw her human viewpoint activities as 

 her vindication, only because they were successful.

    k.  Pursued children under the frantic search for happiness.

    l.  Resorted to gimmicks and superstition.

    m.  Was finally given a son, but was  not  satisfied  and  wanted 

 another.

    n.  Was motivated, like her  father,  by  the  monetary  side  of 

 things.

    n.  Was a religious reversionist and trusted in idols.

    o.  Was retreating spiritually while Jacob was advancing.

    p.  Got pregnant and died the SUD giving birth to the second son.

19.  Rachel was a MA reversionist, engaged constantly in  bitterness, 

jealousy, rivalry, monetary and religious reversionism.

20.  She is a monument to women who attempt to build their  happiness 

on their children.

21.  How ironic that God would use that which she pursued to  destroy 

her!!!!

22.  People who do not pursue BD and put the STA  in  it's  cage  and 

stay on top of it are themselves headed for the SUD.  Rom. 8:12-13

23.  MAS of enmity,  strife,  jealousy,  angry  outbursts,  disputes, 

dissensions, etc. negate SG3 and lead to the SUD.  Gal. 5:20

24.  Jacob is a tribute to the believer who advanced to  maturity  in 

spite of a negative spouse, who was no support in the AC.

25.  This story also points out that simply because one  finds  their 

RM or RW, it does not guarantee spiritual success.

26.  Jacob is saddled with the very unpleasant duty of having to bury 

a reversionist whom he loved, but knew died the SUD.

VS 21  THEN ISRAEL JOURNEYED ON AND PITCHED HIS TENT BEYOND THE TOWER 

OF EDER.  (And Israel--wc + Qal  impf  icn--wc  +  Qal  impf  hun  to 

stretch out or unfold--his tent--pref m + adv Xlh=from farther back-- 

pref l + m.s.n lDgm  a  tower--rdi  tower  of  the  flock,  somewhere 

between Bethlehem and Hebron where Jacob was headed.

VS 22  AND IT CAME ABOUT WHILE ISRAEL WAS DWELLING IN THAT LAND, THAT 

REUBEN WENT AND HAD SEX  WITH  BILHAH  HIS  FATHER'S  CONCUBINE;  AND 

ISRAEL HEARD ABOUT IT.  (and it came to pass--pref b + Qal inf  const 

]kw to let oneself down, to rest or stay in a place--in that region-- 

Reuben walked and lay  down--Bilhah--wglyP  piyleghesh=concubine--and 

Israel--wc + imw)

SUMMARY VS 21-22a

1.  Israel continues his  journey  toward  Hebron,  but  not  in  any 

particular hurry.

2.  The fact that he moved on, indicates  that  he  did  not  agonize 

indefinitely over the demise of Rachel.

3.  This is absolutely necessary for those who suffer the pain of the 

death of a loved one.

4.  The PH2 of Jacob does not end with the death of  Rachel,  and  he 

must orient to that fact and move on.

5.  He resides for a while in a place between  Bethlehem  and  Hebron 

which had a tower for watching flocks.

6.  Jacob was a shepherd by trade, and this would be a  perfect  area 

to stay, with it's ability to keep an eye on his flocks.

7.  The shepherd does not just put his flocks  out  without  diligent 

oversight.

8.  While Israel was dwelling in  that  region,  a  heinous  sin  was 

committed against him by his first-born, Reuben.

9.  Reuben was the first-born, and would  have  inherited  under  the 

principle of primogeniture.

10.  He was, however,  a  reversionist  and  would  be  disinherited, 

demonstrating once again that birth order alone  did  not  completely 

determine who inherited spiritually.

11.  This passage is very terse and is inserted here  as  a  fact  to 

prepare us for Gen. 49:3-4.

12.  It is commendable that Jacob was a diligent shepherd and did his 

job very well, but it is observed that he did not shepherd his family 

as well as he should have.

13.  Reuben was influenced by the polygamy of his own family, and the 

sexual depravity of the surrounding Canaanites, and not by BD.

14.  He commits incest, and although we  have  no  record  of  a  law 

against this at this time, which was definitely forbidden.

15.  This was a crime against anyone, but was particularly worthy  of 

reproach when committed against his father.

16.  Jacob becomes aware of this matter, and stores  the  information 

away but does not seem to act on it.

17.  He will act in Gen. 49 when he strips Reuben of  the  rights  of 

primogeniture.

18.  As a mature believer, Jacob evaluates each member of his  family 

and espouses the correct viewpoint.

19.  Lest anyone think that Reuben is merely the product of a  faulty 

environment and a bad upbringing, consider the type of person  Joseph 

his brother was.  Gen. 39:7ff

20.  The applications for us include:

    a.  The PT is the shepherd of the flock.  Eph. 4:11

    b.  He is responsible to the Chief-Shepherd who has  delegated  a 

 portion of His flock to the PT.  IPet. 5:1-4

    c.  He alone is responsible to monitor the condition of his flock 

 and is responsible for each sheep.

    d.  He is to protect the flock from wolves, those who advocate  a 

 doctrine different than the WOG teaches.  Acts 20:28-30;  ITim. 6:3; 

IITim. 1:13-14

    e.  He is to observe each sheep and be aware of their  condition.  

 Includes attendance, attitude, applications, etc. This is  not   the 

job of sheep, only of the shepherd.

    f.  As the shepherd, he is  responsible  and  must  make  regular 

 decisions as to what is best for the flock.

    g.  Sheep do not know what is best, they just think they do.

    h.  Even the most knowledgeable,  squared  away  believer  cannot 

 truly fathom the rigors of shepherding.

    i.  When the shepherd makes a decision, it is to be followed  and 

 executed without reservation.  Heb. 13:17

    j.  The primary function of a shepherd is to lead  the  flock  to 

 pasture, that is, provide them spiritual nourishment.

    k.  This is the teaching aspect of the PT.

VS 22B-26  READ NAS.

VS 27  AND JACOB CAME TO HIS FATHER ISAAC AT  MAMRE  OF  KIRIATH-ARBA 

(THAT IS HEBRON), WHERE ABRAHAM AND ISAAC HAD  SOJOURNED.   (Kiriath- 

arba which means lit. city of the four.  'Arba was an ancestor of the 

Anakim, which was a family of giants.  It was later known as  Hebron, 

and the oaks of one Mamre were located in this vicinity.  Sarah  died 

here, and Isaac seems to have divided his time between Beersheba  and 

Hebron, much like  his  father  Abraham--it  is  Hebron--which  place 

Abraham and Isaac--Qal pf rVG to live as a stranger or foreigner, not 

a resident or native.

Note other words translated to live.  bwy  to  live  with,  dwell  or 

reside--]kw to settle down, less permanent than yashabh--lbz used one 

time to live with someone in marriage, sexually.

VS 28  NOW THE DAYS OF ISAAC WERE ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY YEARS.

VS 29  AND ISAAC BREATHED HIS LAST AND DIED, AND WAS GATHERED TO  HIS 

PEOPLE,  (and Isaac--wc + Qal impf ivG breathed out his  last  breath 

--wc + Qal impf tVm muth focuses on the bodily  reality  of  physical 

death--wc + Niphal impf [sX to collect or assemble, in Niphal  to  be 

collected or gathered together--to his people,  other  believers  who 

had died and whose souls were in Paradise,  where  he  joined  them.)  

AND OLD MAN, SATIATED WITH DAYS; AND HIS SONS ESAU AND  JACOB  BURIED 

HIM.  (adj.m.s ]qz aged or old--v + m.s.n ibw verb  means  to  become 

satisfied or satiated, to have such an abundance that  one  needs  no 

more, sometimes the notion of weariness and even loathing  is  added.  

The noun = one who has plenty, and needs no more--of  days--And  Esau 

and Jacob his sons buried him.)

SUMMARY VS 27-29

1.  The last time Isaac had seen his son Jacob was when he  had  sent 

him away to Laban to find a wife.

2.  Rebekah had manipulated the situation so that  Isaac  thought  it 

was his idea.

3.  Her discipline for this was to never see her son Jacob again.

4.  Jacob left home when he was 77 years old and now  is  around  108 

years old, so he has been gone some 30+ years.

5.  There is no precise chronology fixed for the period  between  the 

arrival of Jacob at Peniel and Isaac's death.

6.  We do know that the events of Gen. 33:1-35:29  must  all  be  fit 

into this period.

7.  Chapter 37:1 resumes the narrative when Joseph was 17  and  Jacob 

was 108, some 12 years before the death of Isaac.

8.  Jacob had moved to Hebron and made his home base  in  that  area.  

Gen. 37:14.

9.  Assuming the rape of Dinah in 34:1 occurred when  she  was  15-16 

years old, then Jacob was 106-107 at that time.

10.  This would allow 1-2 years for the departure  from  Shechem  and 

the trip to Hebron, which was obviously made  at  a  leisurely  pace.  

35:21-22

11.  This would place the birth of Benjamin at  the  time  Jacob  was 

approx. 107-108, just before Joseph was sold into slavery.

12.  So Jacob spent the last 12 years of Isaac's  life  with  him  at 

Hebron.

13.  Isaac lived 180 years, so Jacob was  120  at  the  time  of  his 

death.

14.  Isaac is a pattern for all who  enjoy  the  blessings  of  dying 

grace.

15.  As he breathes out for the last time, his soul departs  and  the 

bodily reality is left behind.

16.  The OT believer was escorted by an angelic escort  to  paradise, 

joining those believers who had died previously.

17.  This reunion with loved ones, which is permanent and eternal  is 

part of the great blessing of dying.

18.  The adjusted believer is promoted into Ph3 to join the  adjusted 

who had gone before.  Lk. 16:19ff

19.  Isaac had lived a full life  and  was  completely  satisfied  in 

every way.

20.  He was full of days, indicating that he did not have any need or 

desire to continue in Ph2, but was ready for his promotion.

21.  To continue to live after one has had his fill of days is not  a 

blessing, it is a misery.

22.  The SUD is often dragged out over an extended period of time and 

is not pleasant to observe.

23.  People living, who are fed up with life, but are afraid  to  die 

exist in a very miserable state.

24.  This is not the lot of those who exit under  dying  grace.   see 

doc. of

25.  The sons of Isaac bury his as  is  appropriate  and  their  life 

moves on.

26.  There is an appropriate amount of grief and  sorrow  at  such  a 

time, but it is tempered for the doctrinal believer by his  knowledge 

of the future resurrection.

27.  The CA believer is immediately transported to the  third  Heaven 

where he awaits the rapture and the  blessings  of  the  resurrection 

body.  IICor. 5:6-8; IThess. 4:13ff

