GENESIS CHAPTER 36

OUTLINE 

I.  Esau in Canaan.  vs 1-8

II.  Esau in Seir.  vs 9-14

III.  The leaders of Edom.  vs 15-19

IV.  The leaders of the Horites.  vs 20-30

V.  Kings of Edom.  vs 31-39

VI.  Another classification of Edomite leaders.  vs 40-43

VS 1  NOW THESE ARE THE RECORDS OF THE GENERATIONS OF ESAU, (THAT  IS 

EDOM)  (Next division of Genesis, see outline of Gen.)

VS 2  ESAU TOOK HIS WIVES FROM THE DAUGHTERS  OF  CANAAN;   ADAH  THE 

DAUGHTER OF ELON THE HITTITE, AND OHOLIBAMAH THE DAUGHTER OF ANAH AND 

THE GRANDDAUGHTER OF ZIBEON THE HIVITE;

VS 3  ALSO BASEMATH, ISHMAEL'S DAUGHTER, THE SISTER OF NEBAIOTH.

SUMMARY VS 1-3

1.  This is the ninth series of records which Moses  records  in  the 

book of Genesis.

2.  The final one will occur in Chapt. 37.

3.  This section deals with Esau, the twin brother of Jacob, who  was 

a negative unbeliever.

4.  Why record information about a negative unbeliever?

    a.  To demonstrate the veracity of God's Word.  Gen. 17:6, 25:23

    b.  To demonstrate historical knowledge and accuracy which  lends  

        credibility to Moses writings.

    c.  To introduce certain characters or groups which play  a  role 

        in  the  later  history  of  Israel.   Eliphaz  or  a   close 

        descendant is mentioned in Job 2:11; Teman  is  used  in  the 

        prophets; Amalek is quite important as well.

5.  Esau despised his spiritual heritage and was the object of Divine 

hatred, due to his negative volition.

6.  He rejected the parental  teaching  regarding  RM/RW  and  was  a 

polygamist.

7.  He is described as a fornicator and a profane person,  who  lives 

and is motivated purely by physical, earthly motivations.

8.  Some might surmise that such a  person  would  have  nothing  and 

would come to nothing in time.

9.  On the contrary, this  chapter  demonstrates  that  the  negative 

people in history can have a certain measure  of  earthly  prosperity 

and history totally apart from the plan of God.

10.  We are reminded that Esau married three women, 2 Canaanites  and 

1 Ishmaelite.

11.  It is observed that the names listed here for his three wives do 

not coincide with the names which were previously given in Gen. 26:34 

and 28:9.

12.  Adah the daughter of Elon the Hittite is the  same  as  Basemath 

the daughter or Elon the Hittite in Gen. 26:34.

13.  Oholibamah the daughter of Anah and the granddaughter of  Zibeon 

the Hivite is the same as Judith the daughter or Beeri the Hittite in 

Gen. 26:34.

14.  The term Hittite was a more general term for the  population  of 

Canaan, and Hivite was a more limited term.

15.  Her father Anah is the same as Beeri of Gen. 26:34.

16.  This new name Beeri came about as a result of his  discovery  of 

Gen. 36:24.  Beer is the Heb. word for well or spring.

17.  Basemath, the daughter of Ishmael is the  same  as  Mahalath  of 

Gen. 28:9.

18.  These people often went by more than  one  name  based  on  some 

important event in their life.

19.  Wives were sometimes given new names  by  their  husbands  after 

their marriage.

READ NAS. VS 4-8

SUMMARY VS 4-8

1.  Vs 4-5 give us the names of the sons who were born to Esau  while 

he lived in Canaan.

2.  At some point after the return of Jacob, Esau  relocates  to  the 

region of Seir or Edom.

3.  This likely occurred after the death of Isaac, who never relented 

in the matter of the blessing.

4.  So Esau moves out of Canaan a prosperous man, yet inferior to his 

brother Jacob in every way.

5.  Seir was the original designation of the region, but through  the 

process of conquest and intermarriage with the locals,  it  gradually 

became known as Edom.

READ NAS VS 9-14

SUMMARY VS 9-14

1.  This section gives us the account of Esau after he relocated from 

Canaan to the mountains of Seir.

2.  The significant person for our future purposes will be Amalek  in 

vs 12.

3.  He was the illegitimate son of a concubine and was  the  ancestor 

of the Amalekites, or shepherd kings.

4.  They are known in history by the more familiar term, Hyksos.

5.  They were hostile to Israel at the time of the Exodus  and  moved 

into Egypt and took over the devastated country.

6.  Most historians cannot explain their  appearance  in  Egypt,  how 

they came to power, etc. since they  do  not  identify  them  in  the 

correct time frame or dynasties.

READ VS 15-19

SUMMARY VS 15-19

1.  The term 'aluph [VLX is used to denote the head  of  a  tribe  or 

family of the Edomites.

2.  The first group is the descendants of Eliphaz, the  firstborn  of 

Esau and are listed in vs 15-16, and are the grandsons of Adah.

3.  The next group is the sons of Reuel, grandsons of Basemath in  vs 

17.

4.  The final group are the  descendants  of  Oholibamah  in  vs  18, 

followed by the summary comment of vs 19.

READ NAS VS 20-30

SUMMARY VS 20-30

1.  This section contains historical information about the indigenous 

population of Seir before the arrival of Esau.

2.  They are called Horites, which means cave dweller, a  designation 

which would be quite appropriate considering the region in which they 

lived.

3.  Zibeon in vs 20 and vs 24 is the grandfather of  Oholibamah,  and 

the father of Anah.

4.  These are the same as the ones mentioned in vs 2 of this  chapter 

and in Gen. 26:34.

5.  The note in vs 24 about Anah, explains how he came to be known as 

Beeri, which means "his well or his spring".

6.  The inhabitants of Seir were not ruled by a  long  succession  of 

kings, but were ruled by tribal groups, each with a specific leader.

7.  The next significant one in this list is Uz of vs 28.

8.  Job was said to live in the land of Uz, and from  what  has  been 

noted about Eliphaz, fixes the events of Job more around the time  of 

Jacob than the time of Abraham.

READ NAS VS 31-39

SUMMARY VS 31-39

1.  This section relates information concerning the period after Esau 

was well established and the region was somewhat more united and less 

fragmented.

2.  Instead of individual clans, things eventually  reached  a  point 

where more power was consolidated into the  hands  of  an  individual 

ruler.

3.  Three of the men is our list are  stated  to  have  had  his  own 

city, a royal city from where he reigned.

    a.  Bela, who reigned from Dinhabah.

    b.  Hadad, who reigned from Avith.

    c.  Hadar, who reigned from Pau.

4.  Either the other five had no city,  or  else  they  continued  to 

reign from the city of his predecessor.

5.  This may also indicate a peaceful transfer of  power,  while  the 

changing of the royal residence may indicate a coup of some type.

6.  The one note of significance identifies Hadad as  a  warrior  who 

had previously made a name for himself.

7.  Because these are descendants of Esau and some from  Ishmael,  we 

would expect that violence was a regular feature of their  existence.  

Gen. 16:12, 27:40

8.  The death of all except the last king is mentioned by Moses.

9.  This is likely because the last king was still ruling at the time 

of writing or else his sources were not  current  enough  to  provide 

further information.

10.  If Moses was writing c 1450BC, and these kings  began  to  reign 

sometime after the death of Esau in c 1650BC,  it  is  very  possible 

that the last ruler was in power as far as Moses knew.

11.  This section also fulfills the promise  to  Abraham  that  kings 

would be among his descendants.

READ NAS VS 40-43

SUMMARY VS 40-43

1.  This final section deals with the chiefs which came from Esau  by 

their geographical placement rather than by birth.

2.  These were either cities or places from which the chiefs  of  the 

various clans reigned.

3.  The fact that they are not to be taken as chiefs  is  evident  in 

that some of these are feminine names.

4.  A prominent woman could have a city or place named after  her  as 

well as a prominent man.

5.  Several of the names have been encountered before in this chapter 

including: Timna, Oholibamah, Kenaz, and Teman.

6.  These are a listing of the leaders by the name of the place  from 

which they ruled.

7.  For the unbelievers among the Edomites, this is  their  piece  of 

history.

8.  They have nothing permanent in time, and certainly no inheritance 

in eternity.

9.   The  believer  has  a  future  inheritance   which   is   beyond 

comprehension, and should not get bogged down in the details of  time 

and life in the cosmos.

