GENESIS CHAPTER 37

OUTLINE 

I.  Favoritism toward Joseph.  vs 1-4

II.  Joseph's dreams.  vs 5-11

III.  Joseph sent out to his brothers.  vs 12-17

IV.  Plot to murder Joseph.  vs 18-24

V.  Joseph sold into slavery.  vs 25-28

VI.  Deception of Jacob.  vs 29-36

VS 1  NOW JACOB LIVED IN THE LAND WHERE HIS FATHER HAD SOJOURNED,  IN 

THE LAND OF CANAAN.  (Jacob--wc + Qal impf  bwy--in  the  land--m.p.n 

rVgm sojournings, used in 17:8, 28:4, 36:7--of his father,  the  land 

or Canaan)

SUMMARY VS 1

1.  This verse actually concludes the section  which  began  in  Gen. 

36:1.

2.  It is used as a transition to shift to the final division of  the 

book of Genesis.

3.  It is also used to  point  out  a  contrast  to  the  events  and 

personages of Gen. 36 and what will follow.

4.  Esau and his descendants have a history and are busily engaged in 

building something in this life.

5.  Side by side with those who are negative, those who are  positive 

also have a history, and are busily engaged in events which  are  far 

more important.

6.  Esau and his descendants lived on the planet at the time of  such 

men as Isaac, Jacob and Joseph.

7.  Yet these men, who are orienting to God and His plan are  ignored 

by those who are busy with the affairs of their earthly existence.

8.  They never avail themselves of the D/VP and  wisdom  which  these 

men could have provided for them.

9.  This verse, as is the style of Moses, backs up to  begin  another 

thread of the history he is recording.

10.  It tells us that Jacob  had  not  only  come  into  Canaan,  but 

eventually located himself in the region which his father  had  spent 

most of his time.

11.  Chronologically, this verse follows 35:27 and occurs in the 17th 

year of the life of Joseph.  37:2

12.  The chronology of Jacob to this point is as follows:

    a.  Born to Isaac at age 60.   25:26

    b.  Lived at home until age 77.

    c.  Sent to Laban at age 77, c1713 BC  28:2

    d.  Served 20 years with Laban.  31:41

    e.  Returns to meet Esau at age 97.  33:1ff

    f.  Spends unspecified amount of  time  just  outside  Canaan  at 

        Succoth.  33:17

    g.  Spends unspecified amount of time at Shechem.   33:18ff-34:31  

        the time at Succoth and Shechem  likely  total  between  6-10 

        years.

    h.  Reunited with Isaac in Hebron.  35:27, 37:1,14

    i.  Is 108 years old at time of events of this chapter.  c1682 BC

13.  Although the chronology of Jacob's life is not  fixed  precisely 

from the time he departs Haran until the events of this  chapter,  we 

do have all we need to accurately fix the dates and chronology of all 

the major persons and events from the beginning of Gen. onward.

14.  While it is not stated in this chapter, Isaac is 168  years  old 

and lived to observe the loss of Joseph.

VS 2  THESE ARE THE HISTORIES  OF  JACOB.   (these  tVdlT--of  Jacob)  

JOSEPH WAS SEVENTEEN YEARS OLD,  (Joseph--son of seven ten year)  AND 

IT CAME ABOUT THAT HIS BROTHERS, THE SONS OF BILHAH AND THE  SONS  OF 

ZILPAH, HIS FATHER'S WIVES, WERE  SHEPHERDING  THE  FLOCK.   (Qal  pf 

hayah--s.d.o + his brothers, sons of Bilhah and sons of Zilpah, wives 

of his father--Qal act part hir a shepherd, or the act of shepherding 

--with the flock)  NOW HE WAS STILL A YOUNG MAN, YET JOSEPH BROUGHT A 

BAD REPORT TO THEIR FATHER.  (and he--m.s.n rin, not considered  full 

grown, still a young man, not mature--and Joseph--wc  +  Hiphil  impf 

XVB--f.s.n  +  3mp  suff  hBD  dibbah=a  slanderous,  clandestine  or 

malicious report--f.s.adj hir  this  phrase  appears  to  mean  their 

reputation which was a bad one--to their father)

VS 3  NOW ISRAEL LOVED JOSEPH MORE THAN ALL HIS SONS, BECAUSE HE  WAS 

THE SON OF HIS OLD AGE;  (Israel--Qal pf bhX--Joseph--pref  m  +  all 

his sons=more than--conj kiy--son of--m.p.n ]qZ old ones,  elders--he 

was to  him)   AND  HE  MADE  HIM  A  LONG  SLEEVED  ROBE.   (and  he 

manufactured for him--f.s.n tntK an undergarment or tunic, which  was 

usually sleeveless, usually about knee length--m.p.n cP an extremity, 

the hand or foot, the entire  expression=a  tunic  extending  to  the 

wrists and ankles, worn by those of more noble rank)

VS 4  AND HIS BROTHERS RECOGNIZED THAT THEIR FATHER  LOVED  HIM  MORE 

THAN ALL HIS BROTHERS;  (and his brothers saw  that  HIM  his  father 

loved from all his brothers)  SO THEY HATED HIM  AND  THEY  WERE  NOT 

ABLE TO SPEAK IN CIVIL TONES.  (wc + Qal impf Xnw--s.d.o  +  3ms--and 

they were not able--Piel inf const + 3ms suff=his  speaking,  ie  the 

mention of his name would antagonize them--pref l + ,Vlw according to 

peace)

SUMMARY VS 2-4

1. This is the final division of the 10 divisions or  histories  into 

which Moses has divided the book of Genesis.

2.  This final section begins when Joseph is seventeen years old  and 

Jacob is residing in Hebron with his father Isaac.

3.  Some time has passed since the incident at  Shechem  with  Dinah, 

since they are no longer afraid to freely travel in that area.  vs 13

4.  Moses gives us enough information to set the stage for the events 

which we will study.

5.  The narrative picks up with the  fact  that  Jacob's  flocks  are 

still quite extensive and must be  moved  from  place  to  place  for 

pasture.

6.  At least one set of animals was being overseen  by  the  sons  of 

Bilhah and Zilpah, Dan, Naphtali, Gad and Asher.

7.  We know from previous events that Jacob's other sons  Simeon  and 

Levi were loaded with MAS and spiritual problems.

8.  We find out  here  that  these  four  boys  had  acquired  a  bad 

reputation, and deservedly so.

9.  Joseph was several years younger than these 4 and was only a half 

brother, so there was already a reason for a lack of rapport.

10.  Beyond this, Joseph was very positive and his brothers were  not 

serious at all about doctrine.

11.  Joseph has  learned  doctrine  from  Isaac  and  Jacob  and  has 

advanced spiritually well beyond his seventeen years.

12.  His brothers, on the other hand, were not  advancing  and  there 

existed a certain amount of tension due to this obvious difference.

13.  We are told that Joseph became the  favorite  of  all  the  sons 

because he was born when Jacob was old.

14.  This cannot be the only reason, since Benjamin was  born  later, 

and could have been 4 or 5 by this time.

15.  Several reasons account for Jacob's favoritism of Joseph:

    a.  He was the first son of his beloved, Rachel

    b.  He was obviously much more trustworthy than the other sons.

    c.  He was more positive than the other sons.

    d.  Therefore, he had a much greater rapport with his father.

16.  Joseph becomes privy to information which he  considered  to  be 

serious enough that his father must be informed.

17.  This is not to be construed as a young busy-body who was  merely 

tattling on his brothers, although that is exactly how  his  brothers 

construed it.

18.  Obviously they were called on the carpet for their actions,  and 

were immediately aware of the source of Jacob's information.

19.  This event, coupled with  the  obvious  favoritism  which  Jacob 

exhibited toward Joseph produced serious MAS in these four.

20.  One obvious physical manifestation of Jacob's favoritism was the 

special garment which he made and gave to Joseph.

21.  This was a  long  sleeved  robe,  which  was  commonly  used  to 

designate royalty or rulership.

22.  This makes it evident that Jacob had decided that  Joseph  would 

inherit under the concept of primogeniture.

23.  Reuben, the firstborn, had forfeited any claim he might have had 

through his obvious reversionism.  35:22

24.  As the other brothers observed what was happening, they  engaged 

in the MAS of hatred and could not speak with or about  Joseph  apart 

from their hatred.

25.  What may have begun with the four brothers is spread through the 

family and the other 6 also come to despise Joseph.

26.  All these factors, Joseph's positive  volition,  their  negative 

volition, Jacob's favoritism, Joseph's inheritance,  caused  them  to 

react and crank out sins in Joseph's direction.

27.  Moses offers no criticism or Joseph or  any  reason  to  suggest 

that any of their animosity was deserved.

28.  Benjamin was likely exempt from this activity due to  his  young 

age.

29.  Even in spite of the death of  his  mother,  the  rejection  and 

hatred of his brothers, Joseph does not let this drag  him  down  and 

cause him to retaliate.

30.  He does not allow the worst of circumstances to  keep  him  back 

spiritually.

31.  The believer has got to learn to let people do what they want to 

do and not let it affect you.

32.   Hatred,  vindictiveness,   animosity,   MAS,   verbal   gossip, 

maligning, slander, etc. does not have to drag you down.

33.  It only drags you down to the extent that you do not  faith-rest 

it and commit them to the Lord and pray about it.

34.  People who engage in this sort of MAS and  verbal  activity  are 

miserable and you do not have to allow them to make you miserable.

DOC OF MENTAL ATTITUDE SINS

VS 5  THEN JOSEPH HAD A DREAM, AND WHEN HE TOLD IT TO  HIS  BROTHERS, 

THEY HATED HIM EVEN MORE.  (Joseph--wc + Qal impf  ,lx--m.s.n  ,Olx-- 

wc + Hiphil impf dgn--to his brothers--wc  +  Hiphil  impf  [xy  they 

added--adv dOi yet, more or again--Qal inf const Xnw to hate him)

VS 6  AND HE SAID TO THEM, "PLEASE  LISTEN  TO  THIS  DREAM  WHICH  I 

DREAMED.  (and he said to them--Qal imperv shama'  "hear"--the  dream 

the this--which I dreamed)

VS 7  NOW LOOK, WE WERE BINDING SHEAVES IN THE  FIELD,  AND  WOW,  MY 

SHEAF ROSE UP AND ALSO STOOD ERECT;  (v + demons hinneh=pay attention 

--we + Piel part ,lX 9X, not used in Qal, Niphal=to be bound, esp the 

tongue, to be dumb; 1X in  Piel,  binding  or  tying  up--f.s.n  hMlX 

'alummah=a bundle of grain, a sheaf--in the middle of the field--v  + 

hinneh=now look at this, it is  unexpected--my  sheaf=the  bundle  of 

grain he had just tied together--Qal pf ,Vq--v + adv gam--Nip0hal  pf 

bjn to be put, placed or set in position so  as  to  be  standing  or 

established)   AND  WOW,  YOUR  SHEAVES  GATHERED  AROUND  AND  BOWED 

THEMSELVES DOWN TO MY SHEAF."  (v + hinneh--your sheaves--Qal impf bbc 

to go around or  turn  around,  hence  to  surround  something--wc  + 

Hithpalel impf hxw to sink or bow  down,  Hith  is  reflexive--to  my 

sheaf)

VS 8  THEN HIS BROTHERS SAID TO HIM, "ARE YOU ACTUALLY GOING TO REIGN 

OVER US?  (and his brothers said to him--h interr. + Qal  inf  abs  + 

Qal impf flm reigning you will reign--over us)   OR  ARE  YOU  REALLY 

GOING TO RULE OVER US?"  (conj ,X usually conditional,  but  used  in 

interrogative clauses to express alternative--Qal inf abs + Qal  impf 

lwm ruling, you will rule; Malak means to rule as a  sovereign,  king 

or queen, Mashal means to have a sphere  of  authority,  to  exercise 

dominion over, although not the absolute authority of a king--pref  b 

+ 1cp suff)  SO THEY HATED HIM EVEN MORE FOR HIS DREAMS AND  FOR  HIS 

WORDS.  (And they added again to hate him--prep li=on account of--his 

dreams and on account of his words.)

SUMMARY VS 5-8

1.  The MAS which began with the sons  of  the  concubine  in  vs  2, 

eventually spread to the entire group of Joseph's older brothers.

2.  Each succeeding event which is related fans the flame of  resent- 

ment toward Joseph.

3.  Vs 5 gives a summary of what occurred and the reaction to it.

4.  Vs 6-7 fills in the details of the dream.

5.  There is nothing in the text which indicates that the  dream  had 

any Divine origin.

6.  From our perspective we know that  it  was  Divine,  as  well  as 

prophetic in nature.

7.  From the perspective  of  his  brothers,  it  was  the  ambitious 

wishing of a person they already resented.

8.  Their MAS prevent them from even considering that  there  may  be 

something to the dream.

9.  They already realized that Joseph was the favorite of  Jacob  and 

he was to some extent already exalted in the family.

10.  This dream points to further exaltation  and  they  cannot  bear 

this under their STA's.

11.  They hated Joseph in the first place, and  sought  to  make  him 

miserable through the way they treated him.

12.  Their hatred intensifies on account of  his  revelation  of  the 

dream.

13.  They did not want to consider that God may been blessing  Joseph 

and that this dream could be Divine in nature.

14.  It was not uncommon for God to reveal information in  dreams,  a 

fact of which Jacob was certainly aware.  Gen. 28:12ff, 31:11,29

15.  Joseph expresses a certain excitement about what he has  dreamed 

and it is apparent that he considered it to be significant.

16.  His reversionistic brothers do not appreciate D/VP in any  form, 

and are further angered by exposure to it.

17.  He urges them to listen to the content of his dream,  which  had 

aroused enthusiasm in him.

18.  The dream is quite simple, and the details are given in vs 7.

19.  The interpretation of the dream was evident to  Joseph,  and  it 

was equally evident to his brothers.

20.  Three times the word behold is used in  vs  7  to  indicate  the 

surprise and eager interest which Joseph felt about the dream.

21.  As they each finished bundling up a bundle  of  grain,  Joseph's 

bundle rose up and stood upright.

22.  The bundles of all his other brothers gathered themselves around 

and bowed down before Joseph's bundle.

23.  The verb means to make obeisance and  is  used  of  a  token  of 

respect from an inferior to a superior.

24.  This implies the authority of the one bowed down to.

25.  His brothers immediately understand the import of the dream  and 

are indignant over the idea that this would occur.

26.  They address two questions to Joseph, asked in such a fashion as 

to ridicule both him and his dream.

27.  The idea that Joseph would be an authority to  whom  they  would 

render such servile obedience infuriated them even further.

28.  As a result they chose to further engage in the MAS of hatred.

29.  They ridiculed the doctrinal dreams and they  ridiculed  details 

of the dream, as well as the detailing of it.

30.  This dream points out that God is the source of  advancement  in 

his plan and He exalts whom He will.

31.  The positive, adjusting believer will be promoted  and  this  is 

very distasteful to the reversionistic believer.

32.  The reversionist cannot rejoice in doctrine, or the promotion of 

those who are pursuing BD.

33.  Nevertheless, they can do nothing to prevent  it,  as  we  shall 

see.

VS 9  NOW HE HAD STILL ANOTHER DREAM, AND RELATED IT TO HIS BROTHERS, 

AND SAID,  (wc + Piel impf rpc  to  narrate  or  recount--it  to  his 

brothers and said)  "LOOK, I DREAMED A DREAM AGAIN; AND  BEHOLD,  THE 

SUN AND THE MOON AND ELEVEN STARS WERE BOWING THEMSELVES DOWN TO ME." 

(hinneh--I dreamed a dream, again--and behold, the sun, the moon  and 

one ten stars--Hithpalel part hxw--to me)

VS 10  AND HE RELATED IT TO HIS FATHER AS WELL AS HIS BROTHERS  (wc + 

Piel impf saphar--to his father and to his brothers)  AND HIS  FATHER 

REBUKED HIM AND SAID TO HIM,  (his father--wc + Qal impf riG  14X,  a 

check applied to a person through a verbal expression of displeasure, 

this was designed to get Joseph to quit this dreaming (like  one  can 

control this) or at least to express his displeasure so Joseph  would 

shut up about it.)  "WHAT IS THIS DREAM THAT YOU HAVE DREAMED?  SHALL 

I AND YOU MOTHER AND YOUR BROTHERS ACTUALLY  COME  TO  BOW  OURSELVES 

DOWN BEFORE YOU TO THE  GROUND?   (what  this  dream  you  dreamed--h 

interr--Qal inf abs +  Qal  impf  XOB--i  and  you  mother  and  your 

brothers--pref l + Hith inf const shachah=for the purpose  of  bowing 

ourselves down--to you to the ground)

VS 11  AND HIS BROTHERS WERE ENVIOUS OF HIM, BUT HIS FATHER KEPT  THE 

SAYING.  (his brothers--wc + Qal impf Xnq to have zeal for  something 

or someone, in a bad sense to jealous, when  dealing  with  something 

which is yours, to be envious,  when  dealing  with  something  which 

belongs to someone else, as here--but his father--Qal pf rmw to keep, 

watch or guard, to retain--the saying or word, here=the dream)

SUMMARY VS 9-11

1.   Once  again  Joseph  has  a  dream  which  he  considers  to  be 

significant.

2.  One would think that he would have  learned  from  his  brother's 

previous reaction and keep the matter to himself.

3.  It is not hard to imagine that Joseph  was  more  than  a  little 

excited by the prospect of his promotion.

4.   As  a  positive  believer,  he  understood  that  these   dreams 

represented doctrine for his family.

5.  He certainly would have been motivated to relate  the  issues  of 

doctrine to those around him.

6.  The reality of his promotion would have added to his zeal to make 

these things known.

7.  This is an example of a believer with a zeal  for  doctrine,  who 

causes problems due to a lack of discernment and discretion.

8.  When one is gung-ho for for  doctrine  and  is  positive  to  the 

truth, he assumes that others will share in his joy.

9.  The fact is that most will not only reject the doctrine that  the 

believer  finds  so  stimulating,  they  will  come  to  despise  the 

messenger in their negative volition.

10.  The second dream has an element which the first  dream  did  not 

possess.

11.  The first dream merely indicated Joseph's  exaltation  over  his 

brothers.

12.  The first dream had the eleven bundles of grain bowing  down  to 

Joseph's bundle.

13.  The second dream had Joseph  himself  as  the  clear  object  of 

homage.

14.  The second dream represents Joseph's promotion over everyone  in 

the family, including Israel.

15.  The sun and moon and eleven stars of the dream represent  Jacob, 

Rachel and the 11 boys.

16.  Rachel, as we know, is already dead; but who has not had a dream 

about a parent who was dead and yet lived in the dream.

17.  The sun, moon and eleven  stars  is  a  figure  for  the  entire 

family.

18.  While this is the second dream  that  his  brothers  have  heard 

about, this is the first time that Jacob was made aware of any dream.

19.  Joseph likely figured that if anyone  in  the  family  would  be 

happy about what he recognized as his future, Jacob would be the one.

20.  Wrong.

21.  Jacob, like his sons, rejects what the dream obviously means and  

verbally comes down on Joseph.

22.  This is designed to make Joseph repudiate the dreams and  forget 

about them.

23.  Jacob is a mature believer, and he rejects this  prophecy  about 

the future of his son and himself.

24.  The problem with Jacob and the 11 boys is that they are arrogant 

and cannot bear the idea of obeisance to Joseph.

25.  Joseph is under intense pressure  in  his  household,  from  the 

hatred of his brothers and their verbal ridicule.

26.  Add to that the obvious displeasure of his father, who  rejected 

the dreams and their implications.

27.  To add further fuel to the fire, the envy of the brothers is now 

intensified, as they picture Joseph exalted above them.

28.  These people sure are in an uproar about some dreams  that  they 

pretend not to believe.

29.  The fact is, they are upset because they partially believe  what 

Joseph is saying, and fear its reality due to their arrogance.

30.  Those in him family accuse him of power  and  approbation  lust, 

when he is doing nothing but relating the truth to them.

31.  Be very  careful  in  imputing  motives  to  others,  especially 

communicators of doctrine, lest you reject the  very  doctrine  which 

you are hearing.

32.  This family was justified in their own minds as they reject  the 

revelation of the truth for their time.

33.  Joseph has become the object of envy and hatred in his family as 

well as enduring the reproaches  of  his  father,  and  he  has  done 

nothing, but relate the truth.

34.  This is undeserved suffering to the maximum.

35.  Jacob at least considered the issues of the dream  and  did  not 

dismiss it completely.

36.  His reaction is more one  of  incredulity,  while  the  brothers 

reaction is generated from MAS, and unbelief.

37.  Nevertheless, failure to accept and believe this  doctrine  will 

bring a certain amount of misery on Jacob in the future.

38.  This is the second major time in his life that failure to accept 

and orient to doctrine will cause him considerable grief.

DOCTRINE OF DREAMS

VS 12  THEN HIS BROTHERS WENT TO  PASTURE  THEIR  FATHER'S  FLOCK  IN 

SHECHEM.  

VS 13  AND ISRAEL SAID TO JOSEPH, "ARE NOT YOUR BROTHERS PASTURING IN 

SHECHEM? COME, AND I WILL SEND YOU TO THEM."  (are  not  brothers  of 

you shepherding the flock in Shechem?--Qal imperv emphatic flh--and I 

will send you to them)  AND HE SAID TO HIM, "BEHOLD ME."  (this  term 

is used to mean, at your service, anything you want, here I am.)

VS 14  THEN HE SAID TO HIM, "GO NOW AND SEE ABOUT THE WELFARE OF YOUR 

BROTHERS AND THE WELFARE OF THE FLOCK;   (and  he  said  to  him--Qal 

imperv halakh  +  part.  Xn--Qal  imperv  hXr--shalom=peace  of  your 

brothers--and peace of the flock)  AND BRING BACK WORD TO ME."   (and 

return me a word)  SO HE SENT HIM FROM THE VALLEY OF HEBRON,  AND  HE 

CAME TO SHECHEM. 

VS 15  AND A MAN FOUND HIM, AND  BEHOLD;  HE  WAS  WANDERING  IN  THE 

FIELD;  (and a man--wc + Qal impf matsa'=came upon him, there  is  no 

evidence that he was looking for Joseph--v + hinneh--Qal act part hiT 

to wander, often to go astray--pref b + field)  AND THE MAN ASKED HIM 

SAYING, "WHAT ARE YOU SEEKING."  (interr mah--Piel impf wqB to search 

seek or look for something)

VS 16  AND HE SAID, "IT IS MY BROTHERS I AM SEEKING; PLEASE  TELL  ME 

WHERE THEY ARE SHEPHERDING."  (s.d.o + brothers, draws  attention  to  

the object--Piel part. baqash--please make  plain  to  me--adv.  hpyX 

where--they shepherding)

VS 17  THEN THE MAN SAID, "THEY HAVE MOVED FROM HERE;  (Qal pf icn to 

pull up tents, to move camp--from this place)  BECAUSE I  HEARD  THEY 

SAYING, 'LET US GO TO DOTHAN.'"  (conj kiy--I heard--Qal act part rmX 

--Qal impf cohort halakh--toward Dothan 25mi north  of  Shechem)   SO 

JOSEPH WENT AFTER HIS BROTHERS AND FOUND THEM AT DOTHAN.  

SUMMARY VS 12-17

1.  Jacob and his family have been residing around  Hebron  with  his 

father Isaac for some time.

2.  Several  years,  possibly  5  have  elapsed  since  the  incident 

involving Dinah.

3.  The sons of Jacob demonstrate no fear and move the flocks to that 

region to care for them.

4.  After some time, Jacob is curious about  the  state  of  affairs, 

both with his sons and with his flocks.

5.  Jacob does not seem to be so much at ease about them being in the 

region of Shechem, and seems to have some concern.

6.  He also knew of the propensity of his sons to either make or  get 

into trouble.  Gen. 34, 37:2

7.  He calls Joseph who did not accompany them, but was old enough to 

be sent on such a mission, to check on them and bring back a report.

8.  Jacob also knows that Joseph can be trusted to give  a  fair  and 

truthful report about their affairs.

9.  Joseph responds to his father's authority and willingly complies.

10.  The distance from Hebron to Shechem is more than fifty miles, so 

this trip would have taken more than one day.

11.  When he arrives he is surprised to find that  his  brothers  are 

not where they are supposed to be.

12.  As he is searching for them, a man comes upon him and  asks  him 

what he is looking for.

13.  Joseph tells him and the man states that he  overheard  the  men 

making plans to go to Dothan.

14.  Dothan lies some 25 miles further north, so Joseph  proceeds  to 

travel there and finds his brothers.

15.  Several things to note about this section:

    a.  The seeming ignorance on the part  of  Jacob  and  Joseph  in 

        regard to his brother's attitude.

    b.  Joseph's ready compliance with authority.

    c.  The brothers not being where they were supposed to be.

    d.  The man who seems to have an unusual amount of information.

    e.  Joseph has done nothing amiss, and is  within  the  directive 

        will of God when all this occurs to him.

VS 18  WHEN THEY SAW HIM FROM A DISTANCE AND BEFORE HE CAME CLOSE  TO 

THEM, THEY PLOTTED AGAINST HIM TO PUT HIM TO DEATH.   (and  they  saw 

him--pref m + qOxr far off, distant, remote--v + pref b + ,ru =before  

previous to--Qal impf brq to approach or  come  near--to  them--wc  + 

Hithpael impf lkn 4X, to act fraudulently, to be crafty or deceitful, 

here to conspire together--s.d.o + him--pref l + Hiphil inf const tVm 

purpose of their conspiracy=to cause death to him)

VS 19  AND THEY SAID TO ONE ANOTHER, "LOOK, THIS  DREAMER  HAS  COME!  

(and he said a man to his brother--hinneh--Qal pf bo' lit. has come)

VS 20  SO NOW, COME AND WE WILL MURDER HIM AND WE WILL THROW HIM INTO 

ONE OF THE PITS;  (v + adv hTi--Qal imperv halakh--v + Qal  impf  grh 

to kill or murder--v + Hiphil impf flw in Hiphil to cast  or  throw-- 

one of--d.a. + rOB a pit or cistern, a dry well, used for a prison at 

times)  AND WE WILL SAY, 'A WILD BEAST DEVOURED HIM.'  (and  we  will 

say an evil animal ate him)  THEN LET US SEE WHAT WILL BECOME OF  HIS 

DREAMS!"  (and we will see what will become his dreams)

VS 21  BUT REUBEN HEARD THIS AND RESCUED HIM OUT OF THEIR HANDS,  AND 

SAID, "WE WILL NOT KILL HIM."  (and Reuben listened--wc + Hiphil impf 

ljn  to draw out or pull out, to snatch or deliver--from their hands= 

from their power--and he said--we will not strike  his  soul=we  will 

not kill him)

VS 22  AND REUBEN SAID TO THEM, "STOP SHEDDING BLOOD.  THROW HIM DOWN 

INTO THIS PIT WHICH IS IN THE WILDERNESS,  (neg lX + Qal impf fpw  to 

pour out or spill--blood)  STOP ATTEMPTING TO  REACH  OUT  YOUR  HAND 

AGAINST HIM.  (a hand--not  you  will  send  out--against  him)   HIS 

PURPOSE WAS TO RESCUE HIM FROM  THEIR  HAND  TO  RETURN  HIM  TO  HIS 

FATHER.  (prep ]iml used of purpose or intention which anyone has  in 

view--Hiphil inf const ljn see vs 21--him from their hand--pref  l  + 

Hiphil inf const bVw to cause his return--to his father)

VS 23  SO IT CAME ABOUT, WHEN JOSEPH REACHED HIS BROTHERS, THAT  THEY 

STRIPPED HIM OF HIS ROBE, THE LONG-SLEEVED  ROBE  THAT  WAS  ON  HIM.  

(and just as rwXK--Joseph came to his brothers--wc + Hiphil impf  uwP 

to expand or spread out, to remove garments, in Hiphil  to  cause  to 

remove garments=to strip)

VS 24  AND THEY TOOK HIM AND THREW HIM INTO THE PIT.  NOW THE PIT WAS 

EMPTY, WITHOUT ANY WATER IN IT.

SUMMARY VS 18-24

1.  Commentators are beside themselves as they seek  to  explain  how 

these believers could act in such a fashion.

2.  This is the problem with those who will not deal with MAS and get 

on top of their problems.

3.  Believers who  allow  MAS  to  grow  and  fester  unchecked  will 

eventually make some irreparable mistake.

4.  The MAS often express themselves verbally and eventually  overtly 

if they are not dealt with.

5.  The sons of Jacob spot Joseph at a distance, who would be readily 

identifiable due to his robe.

6.  Typical of Moses style, he gives us a summary of events and fills 

in the details.

7.  As they spot Joseph each one begins to voice his hatred of Joseph 

and they encourage and inflame one another verbally.

8.  They call him "this dreamer" and suggest that the answer to their 

hatred is to get rid of the object of hate.

9.  They quickly formulate a plot to murder their own brother.

10.  They plan to kill him, and dispose of the body  in  one  of  the 

pits which is in the area.

11.  They will then return to their father and cover their deed  with 

a lie in order to deceive him.

12.  They recognize that his dreams may have  some  merit,  but  they 

figure that if they kill him, it will negate his rise to the  primary 

position in the family.

13.  They think that they can frustrate and defeat the plan of God.

14.  All such conspiracies to overcome or defeat the revealed purpose 

of God in history will meet with failure.

15.  Based on the content of these dreams, Joseph  cannot  die  until 

they are fulfilled.

16.  Reuben, the oldest son, steps forward and offers an  alternative 

plan on dealing with Joseph.

17.  On the surface this looks like a commendable action.

18.  The problem with Reuben is that he was already aware of his loss 

of standing due to the incident with Jacob's concubine.

19.  He saw an opportunity to ingratiate himself with his father  and 

possibly be restored to his rights as the firstborn.

20.  This is an example of  doing  the  right  thing  for  the  wrong 

reason.

21.  This is why the MA must be in order for the believer when he  is 

applying doctrine, since God does not reward application  apart  from 

the appropriate MA.  Matt. 23:25-26; ICor. 13:1ff

22.  Each believer  should  check  himself  before  engaging  in  any 

activity or application of doctrine for the following:

    a.  F/HS

    b.  Make certain it is a bonefide application, based on BD

    c.  Love for God and other believers as motivation.

    d.  Not doing it grudgingly.

    e.  Check motivation.  Not motivated by approbation, guilt, etc.

    f.  Focused on SG3

23.  When the believer does not  have  these  things  in  order,  the 

application will come off wrong and will not be fully blessed.

24.  Reuben has a plan to reinstate himself with his  father,  he  is 

not interested in the welfare of Joseph.

25.  He suggests that they just put him into a pit and let  him  die, 

giving his brothers no idea that he is against what  they  intend  to 

do.

26.  Reuben tells them to put him in one of the empty pits which  was 

far from civilization and would not be readily discovered.

27.  God used this crafty action on Reuben's part  to  frustrate  the 

plans of these other reversionists.

28.  Yet Reuben himself will be frustrated and will  not  succeed  in 

his plan.

29.  All  this  arguing  and  plotting  was  going  on  while  Joseph 

approached.

30.  As soon as he arrived, they strip off the  robe  which  offended 

them and threw him down into one of the empty pits.

31.  Apparently there were quite a number of these  dug  out  in  the 

area for catching water during the rainy season.

32.  At this time, they were all dried up, and made a perfect holding 

tank for their prisoner.

VS 25  THEN THEY SAT DOWN TO EAT A MEAL.  (and they sat down  to  eat 

bread)  AND AS THEY RAISED THEIR EYES AND LOOKED, BEHOLD,  A  CARAVAN 

OF ISHMAELITES WAS COMING FROM GILEAD,  (and  they  lifted  up  their 

eyes and saw--hinneh--Qal part xrX to go or walk, part=a traveler  or 

group of travelers=a caravan or expedition--,ylXimwy Ishmaelites--Qal 

act part bo'--pref m + Gilead)  WITH THEIR  CAMELS  BEARING  AROMATIC 

GUM AND BALM AND MYRRH, ON THEIR  WAY  DOWN  TO  EGYPT.   (and  their 

camels--Qal act part Xwn bearing--tXkn from the verb to beat or break 

in  pieces,  aromatic  powder--v  +  yrj  the  distillation  of  some 

unidentified tree which grew in Gilead, used for healing wounds--ul a 

fragrant resinous gum, collected from leaves of a plant  which  grows 

on Crete, and obviously elsewhere at that time--Qal act  part  halakh 

--pref l+ Hiphil inf const yaradh=to cause it to descend--to Egypt)

VS 26  AND JUDAH SAID TO HIS BROTHERS, "WHAT PROFIT IS IT FOR  US  TO 

KILL OUR BROTHER AND COVER UP HIS BLOOD?  (interr mah--m.s.n ijB gain 

or profit, usually used  in  a  bad  sense--conj  kiy=that--Qal  impf 

haragh=we will murder--our brother--wc + Piel  pf  hcK  to  cover  or 

cover over, conceal--his blood=his murder)

VS 27  COME AND LET US SELL HIM TO THE ISHMAELITES AND  NOT  LAY  OUR 

HANDS ON HIM;  (Qal imperv halakh=come on--we will sell  him  to  the 

Ish. and our hands will stop becoming on him)  FOR HE IS OUR BROTHER, 

OUR FLESH."  AND HIS BROTHERS AGREED.  (conj kiy=since  or  because-- 

our flesh, he--wc + Qal impf shama' to hear or listen)

VS 28  THEN SOME MIDIANITE TRADERS PASSED BY, SO THEY PULLED  HIM  UP 

AND LIFTED JOSEPH OUT OF THE PIT, AND SOLD HIM TO THE ISHMAELITES FOR 

TWENTY WEIGHT OF SILVER.  (and men of  Midian,  may  refer  to  their 

ancestry or more likely to their dwelling place.  Midian was a son of 

Keturah, and obviously came to be identified  with  Ishmael--Qal  act 

part rxc to go around, to travel, esp. for commerce or  trade=traders 

--wc + Qal impf fwm to draw or pull--and they lifted Joe from the pit 

--sold for twenty of silver)  SO THEY BROUGHT JOSEPH TO EGYPT.  

SUMMARY VS 25-28

1.  The fact that they have so harshly treated their brother does not 

affect these men in the least.

2.  They demonstrate a callous indifference to the  plight  of  their 

younger brother.

3.  People who are consumed with mental attitude  sins  are  not  and 

cannot be truly interested in the welfare of others.

4.  While they are eating,  they  notice  a  caravan  of  Ishmaelites 

approaching, as they traveled from the east toward Egypt.

5.  Their cargo contained items which were particularly sought by the 

Egyptians for medicinal and embalming purposes.

6.  The sight of these merchants prompts Judah to consider a monetary 

solution to the problem of what to do with Joseph.

7.  We are not specifically told what has become of Reuben, but it is 

evident that he is not privy to the conversation which takes place at 

this juncture.

8.  It is clear that some of the sons of Jacob had no stomach for the 

murder of their younger brother.

9.  Not because they cared so much for  Joseph,  but  they  possessed 

certain standards which were offended by such an act.

10.  Judah points out to those present that killing Joseph and hiding 

that fact would not truly profit them in any way.

11.  He suggests that they sell Joseph into slavery  and  pocket  the 

money from the sale.

12.  This utilitarian consideration appeals to the  others  and  they 

agree with his proposal.

13.  They do not make Reuben privy to their plans demonstrating  that 

they mistrusted him and his motives.

14.  Reuben had separated himself from the others, no doubt to  cover 

what he was planning to do by beginning to detach  himself  from  the 

group without arousing suspicion.

15.  Vs 28 states that those in the caravan were  Midianite  traders, 

and from this some have concluded that Moses has erred.

16.  The family or heritage was that of Ishmael, the region in  which 

they resided was Midian.

17.  Both had the same father in Abraham, one being a son  of  Hagar, 

and the other being a son of Keturah.

18.  Judges 8:24 also makes it plain that there was some  overlap  in 

the terms Midianite and Ishmaelite.

19.  The brothers pull Joseph up out of the dry pit and sell  him  to 

the traders for twenty weight of silver.

20.  Minted coins were not used during this  period  of  history  and 

metals were divided by weight, not denomination.

21.  The price they paid for Joseph was the average price  which  was 

paid for a male slave between the ages of 5 and 20.  Lev. 27:5

22.  Ultimately they carry Joseph to Egypt, Moses providing a summary 

of the entire trip.

23.  Judah clearly has some leadership qualities  and  prevails  over 

his brother's desire to kill Joseph.  IChron. 5:2

24.  While the brothers were  topside  scheming  and  planning,  Gen. 

42:21 informs us that  Joseph  was  begging  and  pleading  with  his 

brothers for mercy.

VS 29  NOW REUBEN RETURNED TO THE PIT, AND BEHOLD, JOSEPH WAS NOT  IN 

THE PIT;  (there did not exist Joseph in the pit)   SO  HE  TORE  HIS 

GARMENTS.  (wc + Qal impf irq to rend or  tear  cloth  or  a  similar 

substance.  Rending the garments was a display of  sorrow,  heartfelt 

and grievous affliction.--m.p.n dgB a covering or cloth,  a  garment, 

pl. here =clothes)

VS 30  AND HE RETURNED TO HIS BROTHERS AND  SAID,  "THE  BOY  IS  NOT 

THERE; AS FOR ME, WHERE AM I TO GO?"  (the boy does not exist, and I, 

where am I going)

SUMMARY VS 29-30

1.  Reuben has been absent from the group and is completely  ignorant 

of what has occurred.

2.  His absence has not aroused any suspicion,  but  it  has  allowed 

time for the sale of Joseph to take place.

3.  He must have thought as he approached the pit that this  was  too 

good to be true.

4.  He intends to deliver Joseph and there is no one in sight.

5.  His elation is short-lived as he peers into the pit and sees that 

no one is there.

6.  He is horrified and frightened as he recognizes that his plan has 

failed.

7.  His plans to ingratiate himself with Jacob and regain  his  favor 

is in jeopardy.

8.  He tears his garments to express the grief of soul,  not  due  to 

Joseph's absence, but due to his own consternation.

9.  Totally alarmed and confused, he  returns  to  his  brothers  and 

expresses his bewildered state of mind.

10.  Their lack of surprise soon made him aware of the fact that they 

had disposed of him themselves.

11.  At this point there is not much doubt that Reuben thought Joseph 

had been killed.

12.  He asks a rhetorical question which points out that he is  at  a 

loss for what to do.

13.  He has seen his opportunity to reinstate himself vanish.

14.  As we will see, the other brothers are at no loss for a plan  of 

action.

VS 31  SO THEY TOOK JOSEPH'S TUNIC, AND SLAUGHTERED A MALE GOAT,  AND 

DIPPED THE TUNIC IN BLOOD;  (wc + Qal impf laqach--s.d.o + tntK  robe 

--wc + Qal impf uxw to slay an animal, to slaughter--a goat, a male-- 

wc + Qal impf lbu to dip, dip in, or immerse--the robe--in the blood)

VS 32  AND THEY SENT THE LONG-SLEEVED ROBE, AND OTHERS BROUGHT IT  TO 

THEIR FATHER AND SAID,  (wc + Piel impf xlw they=Joe's  brothers--the 

robe of long sleeves--wc + Hiphil impf bo'=who they sent it  with--to 

their father, and said)  "WE FOUND THIS; PLEASE LOOK AT THE  ROBE  IS 

IT YOUR SON'S TUNIC OR NOT."  (this, we found--Hiphil imperv  rkn  to 

contemplate, to look at  something--part  na'=please--the  robe--your 

son's it--if not= is it your son's or not)

VS 33  THEN HE EXAMINED IT AND SAID, "IT IS MY  SON'S  ROBE.  A  WILD 

BEAST HAS DEVOURED HIM; JOSEPH HAS SURELY BEEN TORN TO PIECES!!"  (an 

evil beast--ate him--Qal inf abs + Pual pf [ru to pluck off, to  pull 

or tear apart, lit=tearing apart, he was ripped to shreds, Pual being 

intensive passive)

VS 34  SO JACOB TORE HIS CLOTHES, AND PUT SACKCLOTH ON HIS LOINS, AND 

MOURNED FOR HIS SON MANY DAYS.  (Jacob rent his clothing--and  placed 

--m.s.n qw thick cloth, sometimes made of hair, used for bagging corn 

and other items, like our burlap bags--pref b +  m.dual.n  ,yntm  the 

hips and lower part of the back, the  area  around  the  waist--wc  + 

Hithpael impf lbX to mourn, to be languid,  to  walk  with  the  head 

down, Hith. is reflexive, to act as a  mourner--over  his  son--days, 

many)

VS 35  THEN ALL HIS SONS AND ALL HIS DAUGHTERS AROSE TO COMFORT  HIM, 

BUT HE REFUSED TO BE COMFORTED.  (all his sons and all his  daughters 

rose up--pref l + Piel inf const ,xn to comfort him--wc +  Piel  impf 

lXm to refuse or be unwilling to do something--pref l + Hithpael  inf 

const ,xn to comfort himself, to receive comfort or allow  it  to  be 

effective)  AND HE SAID, "SURELY I WILL GO DOWN TO MY SON, TO  SHEOL, 

MOURNING."  (and he said--conj kiy=his reason for refusing  comfort-- 

Qal impf yaradh--to my son--adj. a mourner--lXw + he locale)  SO  HIS 

FATHER WEPT FOR HIM.  (wc + Qal impf hkB to flow down  in  drops,  to 

weep or cry--his father--s.d.o +3ms)

SUMMARY VS 31-35

1.  The frustrated question of  Reuben  is  left  unanswered  as  the 

others proceed with the grim job of preparing Joseph's robe.

2.  They slaughter a male goat and cover the  robe  with  blood,  and 

send the robe back to Jacob.

3.  They are cowardly and do not want to face  Jacob,  so  they  have 

others do their dirty work.

4.  They send the robe back with a very terse  message  expressed  in 

the coldest of fashion.

5.  They do not even use his name, they merely  refer  to  Joseph  as 

"your son".

6.  Jacob examines the robe and quickly figures out that  it  belongs 

to Joseph.

7.  Had he controlled his grief and not jumped to the conclusions  to 

which he was being led, he might  have  noticed  that  the  robe  was 

intact.

8.  But instead of thinking doctrine, he goes to pieces and does  not 

carefully evaluate the evidence put before him.

9.  Believers would do well to discipline themselves not to  jump  to 

conclusions and not to run immediately with some  emotional  response 

to any situation.

10.  No matter what is occurring, one should attempt to  remain  calm 

and draw upon the Divine viewpoint which they possess.

11.  We were told earlier that Jacob did not dismiss the dreams  like 

the brothers of Joseph did.

12.  If he gave any credence to the dreams, he should have known that 

Joseph was alive.

13.  Instead, he reacts with panic and creates a  whole  scenario  in 

his mind.

14.  He immediately assumes that  some  animal  has  had  Joseph  for 

lunch.

15.  He grieves for his supposedly dead son, and tears his clothes.

16.  The tearing of the clothes was the outward sign  of  grief,  and 

the wearing of a coarse garment was the more personal expression.

17.  The sackcloth was a rough cloth woven from the long,  dark  hair 

of the oriental goat or camel.

18.  The wearing of sackcloth was regarded as the  proper  thing  for 

serious and sober occasions.

19.  It was deemed fitting for times of grief and sadness, due to its 

dark color and abrasive texture.

20.  The wearing of sackcloth also occurred:

    a.  As a mark of abject penitence.  Jer. 6:26; Neh. 9:1

    b.  As a mark of national calamity.  Isa. 37:1

    c.  As a mark of humility.  IKings 20:32

21.  This activity was not limited to Israel, but has  been  observed 

among the Moabites, Ammonites, Ninevehites, etc.

22.  The phrase "for many days" is intentionally  vague  to  indicate 

that his period of mourning was excessively long.

23.  There was no definitive end to his grief and sadness,  something 

which was quite absent at the death of Rachel.

24.  His immediate family attempts to console Jacob, but  he  refuses 

all attempts to end his mourning.

25.  He is engaging in self-pity and refuses  the  comfort  of  those 

around him.

26.  We recognize a legitimate period of mourning  and  sadness  over 

the loss of a loved one, but life must move on.

27.  Jacob attempts to make his life stop at the  supposed  death  of 

Joseph.

28.  Jacob makes plans to remain in mourning and refuse  any  comfort 

until the day he dies.

29.  He states that he will go to Sheol to meet Joseph  and  he  will 

not be comforted until then.

30.  He engages in overt weeping for his son,  which  is  acceptable, 

but again only for a limited period.

31.  Jacob is a self-centered jackass who rejects the  grace  of  God 

which comes to a believer under this type of test.

32.  Some people walk around as if  they  are  the  only  ones  under 

pressure or the only ones facing heartache and sorrow.

33.  For you self-centered types, let me let you in on a secret,  you 

do not glorify God exuding your blue-funk attitude.

34.  Maybe you ought to consider that your brothers and  sisters  are 

under similar types of pressure.  IPet. 5:6-9

35.  Those who can see only their testing  and  pressure  demonstrate 

that they are self absorbed.

36.  Certainly they are not applying doctrine to  the  problems  they 

have and certainly they are not concerned about others around them.

37.  Some of you need to get your concerns  off  yourself  and  be  a 

little more sensitive to other believers around you, and stop  acting 

as if this local church should revolve around you and your wishes.

DOCTRINE OF COMFORT

VS 36  MEANWHILE, THE MEDANITES HAD SOLD HIM TO EGYPT,  TO  POTIPHAR, 

AN OFFICER OF PHARAOH, THE CAPTAIN OF THE GUARD.  (v +  d.a.  +  adj. 

,yndm most consider this a variant form of Midianites, although  from 

Gen. 25:2, we know that they were very closely related.--Qal  pf  rkm 

to sell--him, to Egypt--pref l + rpyuOP--m.s.n ,yrc an officer in any 

court, early usage meant anyone, later usage was more narrow and came 

to mean eunuch--of hirP the title of the leader or  ruler  of  Egypt, 

like our term president--m.s.n rw a leader or commander--d.a. + m.p.n 

hBu a slayer, an executioner, This group of which  Potiphar  was  the 

head, was the royal body-guard of  Pharaoh,  executing  his  will  in 

matters of state, esp. capital punishment.  He was obviously  a  very 

powerful man and not to be trifled with.

SUMMARY VS 36

1.  While Jacob is sitting around feeling sorry for  himself,  Joseph 

is under a real test.

2.  He is taken from his native  land,  separated  from  his  family, 

stripped of all dignity and sold as a slave.

3.  The Midianites eventually arrive in Egypt to  sell  their  goods, 

and they sell Joseph to the Egyptians.

4.  He is bought by a very influential,  powerful  man,  one  of  the 

elite of Pharaoh's bodyguard.

5.  This occurs in 1682BC so we can determine that  Potiphar  was  in 

the royal court of Sesostris I of the XII dynasty of Egypt.

