GENESIS CHAPTER 38

OUTLINE 

I.  Judah begins a family.  vs 1-5

II.  Judah's sons.  vs 6-11

III. Judah and Tamar.  vs 12-26

IV.  Birth of twins.  vs 27-30

                         PRELIMINARY COMMENTS                        

1.  This chapter, like several others in Genesis, has been considered 

to be useless in terms of teaching material.

2.  The chapter serves several purposes which  should  not  be  over- 

looked, including:

    a.  It acknowledges the passing  of  time  between  the  sale  of 

       Joseph and the events of chapter 39.

    b.  It demonstrates how quickly Jacob's family  deteriorated  and 

        immersed themselves in Canaanite culture.

    c.  It provides us the background reasons for why the transfer to 

        Egypt was necessary.

    d.  It serves to contrast the lot of the  reversionist  with  the 

        lot of the adjusted believer.  Judah and Joseph.

    e.  It serves to continue the genealogy of the line  of  Messiah, 

        which strangely enough passes through Judah and Tamar.

    f.  It points out that God the Holy Spirit  is  not  a  legalist, 

        ascetic or prude.

3.  These things make this chapter profitable for doctrine, etc.

4.  This  chapter  includes  such  topics  as,  violation  of  RM/RW, 

dishonorable sex, prostitution, incest and the SUD.

5.  Jacob's family was in danger of  being  absorbed  by  the  native 

Canaanites, and this chapter demonstrates how quickly  they  fell  in 

with them.

6.  The Canaanites,  although  inferior  in  every  way,  were  quite 

amiable and ready and willing to establish close ties with  the  seed 

of Abraham.

7.  This chapter  makes  it  clear  why  the  sojourn  in  Egypt  was 

necessary.

8.  This is exceptional material to demonstrate to the  believer  the 

necessity for applying the doctrine of separation.

9.  The cosmos is more than willing to put pressure on you to fit  in 

with them and not remain separate.

VS 1  AND IT CAME ABOUT AT THAT TIME, THAT JUDAH WENT DOWN  FROM  HIS 

BROTHERS,  (wc + Qal impf hayah--in the  time  the  that,  sets  time 

frame as immediately following the sale of Joseph--wc + Qal impf  dry 

to go down  or  descend,  certainly  it  was  true  from  a  physical 

perspective, but it is also true from a spiritual  perspective,  more 

in summary--from his brothers)  AND PITCHED HIS TENT BY AN ADULLAMITE 

MAN.  NOW HIS NAME WAS HIREH.  (wc  +  Qal  impf  xun  to  unfold  or 

extend, used most by Moses of spreading out a tent, hence to live  or 

camp somewhere--as far  as  a  man,  an  Adullamite,  a  city  SW  of 

Bethlehem, and geographically lower than Hebron)

VS 2  AND JUDAH SAW THERE A DAUGHTER OF  A  CERTAIN  CANAANITE  WHOSE 

NAME WAS SHUA; AND HE TOOK HER AND WENT IN TO HER.   (and  Judah  saw 

there daughter of a man, a Canaanite--and his name was  Shua--and  he 

took her and he came to her=married her and got busy having sex)

VS 3  SO SHE CONCEIVED AND BORE A SON AND HE NAMED HIM ER.  (and  she 

got pregnant and brought forth a son--and he called name of him, Er)

VS 4  THEN SHE CONCEIVED AGAIN AND BORE A SON AND SHE NAMED HIM ONAN.  

(got Pg and brought forth--she named him, Onan)

VS 5  AND SHE BORE ANOTHER SON AND SHE CALLED HIS NAME SHELAH.   (and 

she added again and brought forth a son, and she  named  him  Shelah)  

AND IT WAS AT CHEZIB THAT SHE BORE HIM.  (and he was in Chezib,  word 

means lies, SW of Adullam)

SUMMARY VS 1-5

1.  Chapter 38 relates the events which immediately followed the sale 

of Joseph in chapter 37.

2.  From the time of the sale of Joseph to the descent into Egypt,  a 

period of 22 years elapses.

3.  The events of this chapter comprise a period of nearly that time.

4.  The events of chapter 37 set the background for  Judah's  separa- 

tion from his brothers.

5.  Judah was personally offended by the actions of his brother's  in 

regard to Joseph.

6.  He felt that they were hypocritical in lying  to  Jacob,  and  he 

disliked the obvious pain and grief his father was suffering.

7.  For these reasons, he decides to relocate away from these men  he 

now finds so offensive.

8.  The problem is that his family was unique and when  he  separated 

himself from them, he moved toward the cosmos.

9.  Bear in mind that Judah was not guiltless in the  matter  of  the 

sale of Joseph, but ultimately the whole thing offended him.

10.  He is somewhat of a self-righteous  type  whose  conscience  now 

plagues him.

11.  Rather than deal  with  the  problems,  he  chooses  to  isolate 

himself from the only group of believers in the area.

12.  This is a mistake and he quickly is befriended by a Canaanite.

13.  The phrase he descended certainly applies to the fact  that  the 

region around Adullam is geographically lower than  the  area  around 

Hebron.

14.  He also descended spiritually  as  he  now  hooks  up  with  the 

Canaanites.

15.  Whatever problems the family had, and they had plenty, they  are 

still superior in every way to the Canaanites.

16.  As a believer in the  CA  you  should  recognize  that  whatever 

problems you may think other believers  have  in  this  LC  you  must 

realize  that  they  are  superior  in  every  way  to  their  cosmic 

counterpart.

17.  To leave a LC over any problem, real or imagined, is  a  crucial 

mistake which very few ever recover from.

18.  Some of you may suppose that you could  do  equally  well  in  a 

fundy church, or living on tapes,  but  you  would  be  cutting  your 

throat spiritually.

19.  A LC is likened to a body, with each part placed by God the  HS, 

believers are not free to simply blow off their place for any reason.  

ICor. 12:13,27

20  A believer with integrity recognizes this and stands firm in  the 

face of attacks and problems.

21.  Satan obviously is wise to the strategy of divide  and  conquer, 

so believers have to make every effort to maintain the unity  of  the 

Spirit in the bond of peace.  IPet. 5:8-9; Eph. 4:1-4

22.  There is never going to be a place on the planet LC or otherwise 

where problems do not exist.

23.  This is the fallacy of Judah, he does not deal with the problems 

he moves away, but we will see that his lot does not improve.

24.  The Hebrew text moves from one event to the next in  vs  1-5  in 

rapid fire fashion, since that is how quickly Judah acted.

25.  He wasted no time in finding  a  female  who  appealed  to  him, 

marrying her, having sex, and procreating.

26.  He has three sons in a very short time, two quickly and one some 

years later by a woman for whom God the HS does not  even  provide  a 

name.

27.  One Canaanite is as good as another or  as  bad.,  her  name  is 

truly irrelevant.

28.  The significant thing in vs 5 is that the birth of the third son 

occurred at Chezib, which means lies.

29.  This is indicative of Judah, he is living a lie,  having  walked 

out on his  spiritual  heritage,  and  repudiated  the  doctrines  of 

separation and RM/RW.

30.  He attempts to build a life for himself apart from the plan  and 

purpose of God, and on the surface he appears successful.

31.  This explains why people can repudiate  the  LC  and  appear  to 

prosper and do well.

32.  Alas, it does not and will not  remain  so,  but  even  if  they 

prosper until the Bema seat, they will still ultimately lose out.

33.  The believer has got to discipline himself not to react  to  the 

failures of others, but apply the law of love, forgive and forget and 

move on.  Matt. 18:21ff; Col. 3:12-15

34.  The believer who won't will ultimately make the same stupid mis- 

take Judah made.

VS 6  NOW JUDAH TOOK A WIFE FOR ER HIS FIRST-BORN, AND HER  NAME  WAS 

TAMAR.

VS 7  BUT ER, JUDAH'S FIRST-BORN WAS EVIL IN THE SIGHT OF  THE  LORD, 

SO THE LORD KILLED HIM.  (Er, became an evil person--in eyes of  YHWH 

--wc + Hiphil impf tVm to cause death=SUD

VS 8  THEN JUDAH SAID TO ONAN, "GO IN TO  YOUR  BROTHER'S  WIFE,  AND 

PERFORM YOUR DUTY AS A BROTHER-IN-LAW TO HER, AND RAISE UP  OFFSPRING 

FOR YOU BROTHER."  (Qal imperv XOB lit. come--to wife of your brother 

--v + Piel imperv ,by 3X, Deut. 25:5,7 Levirate marriage  means  that 

if one marries and dies before he can perpetuate his  family  with  a 

son, his brother  was  to  marry  the  widow  and  provide  her  with 

offspring.  The first son was considered to be the legitimate heir of 

the dead brother.  Subsequent children were deemed  one's  own.--v  + 

Hiphil imperv ,Vq cause to arise--seed for your brother.

VS 9  BUT ONAN KNEW THAT THE OFFSPRING WOULD NOT BE HIS;  (Onan  knew 

that not to him would become the seed)  AND IT CAME  ABOUT  THAT  ANY 

TIME HE CAME IN TO HIS BROTHER'S WIFE THAT HE WOULD WASTE HIS SEED ON 

THE EARTH,  (wc + Qal pf hayah--hypoth. ,X + Qal pf XOB--to  wife  of 

his brother--wc + Piel pf txw to waste, destroy or ruin--f.s.n /rX  + 

he locale)  SO AS NOT TO GIVE SEED TO HIS BROTHER.  (adv of  negation 

yTlB + pref l=so that not, usually followed by infin.--Qal inf  const 

]tn--seed to his brother)

VS 10  BUT WHAT HE DID WAS EVIL IN THE  SIGHT  OF  THE  LORD;  SO  HE 

KILLED HIM ALSO.  (wc + Qal impf iir lit. to make a loud noise, to be 

evil from the idea of raging, to be noxious--in the eyes of YHWH--rel 

pron 'asher--Qal pf 'asah--wc + Hiphil impf tVm--adv ,G also)

SUMMARY VS 6-10

1.  There is a lapse of some time between the  births  of  the  three 

sons and the events of vs 6-11.

2.  There can be no doubt that the events of  this  chapter  comprise 

much of the 22 years between the sale of Joseph and the descent  into 

Egypt.

3.  A possible view of the time involved is as follows:

    a.  Judah moves away and marries.  1682 BC

    b.  His unnamed wife gives birth to two sons in quick succession.  

        1681-1680 BC

    c.  She gives birth to Shelah 3 or 4 years later.  1676 BC

    d.  Er is married off at early age say, 14.  1667 BC

    e.  Is killed at age 15.  1666 BC

    f.  Onan sins and dies SUD within a year.  1665 BC

    g.  3 or 4 years pass while Tamar waits.  vs 12.  1661 BC

    h.  Tamar traps Judah and gives birth to twins.  1661 BC

4.  There is no strict chronology in this chapter, but all the events 

must occur before the descent into Egypt in 1660 BC.

5.  Judah selected his own wife in disregard of parental  instruction 

about RM/RW.

6.  In his inconsistency, he decides  who  his  young  son,  Er  will 

marry.

7.  Judah also likely arranged this marriage due to the  age  of  his 

son.

8.  Judah is intent on building his family and life  apart  from  God 

and is very anxious to have an heir himself.

9.  His first son does not provide him one, since he was so bad  that 

he died the SUD long before he was 20 years old.

10.  Exactly what the evil of Er was, we are not  told,  but  we  are 

told that God killed him.

11.  Judah is anxious to have the family name perpetuated,  and  pays 

no attention to the warning discipline of his son's death.

12.  Judah invokes the custom which was obviously practiced  at  that 

time, the law of the Levirate.

13.  This custom is found in various  forms  among  the  Indians  and 

Persians, as well as nations in Africa and Asia.

14.  This custom stated that if a man died before he could perpetuate 

his family with a son, his brother was to step in and  provide  seed, 

to sustain the family.

15.  The Mosaic law contained a similar provision,  although  it  was 

not merely for the  purpose  of  raising  up  a  descendant,  it  was 

designed to protect the widow.  Deut. 25:5-10

16.  We might consider this to be foreign or strange, but twice  this 

system was instrumental in the line of Messiah.  Gen. 38; Ruth 4:18ff

17.  Onan, or anyone else, might be reticent to perform this service, 

since it would directly affect his inheritance in the family.

18.  If Tamar had a son, he would have a claim equal to that  of  the 

first-born Er, and result in a diminished inheritance for Onan.

19.  Onan recognized this and being greedy and  selfish  hit  upon  a 

scheme whereby he would not be the source of his own undoing.

20.  He had no intention of  fulfilling  his  responsibility  to  his 

brother.

21.  What does not come out in the usual translations  is  that  this 

was not a one time occurrence.

22.  Every time he would go into Tamar to have sex, he would come  to 

the point of climax and pull out and ejaculate on the ground.

23.  This is selfishly disgusting, but not as selfishly disgusting as 

the MA behind it.

24.  God, of course, took note of his MA and his actions  and  killed 

him as well.

25.  This should have been a loud warning siren in the ears of  Judah 

that God was jamming his family.

26.  Instead, we will see that Judah blames Tamar for the loss of his 

sons, and does not consider his own reversionism.

27.  This verse, by the way, is not a condemnation of birth  control, 

even including the method Onan employed.

VS 11  THEN JUDAH SAID TO HIS DAUGHTER-IN-LAW TAMAR  stfwd  "REMAIN A 

WIDOW IN YOUR FATHER'S HOUSE UNTIL MY SON  SHELAH  GROWS  UP."   (Qal 

imperv bwy--f.s.n hnmlX a widow--house of your father--prep di as far 

as or until--Qal  impf  gadhol  will  become  great--Shelal  my  son)  

BECAUSE HE THOUGHT, "LEST HE WILL DIE LIKE HIS BROTHERS"  (conj kiy-- 

Qal pf 'amar--conj ]P lest--Qal impf tVm--adv gam=also--he, like  his 

brothers)  SO TAMAR WENT AND LIVED IN HER FATHER'S HOUSE.

VS 12  NOW AFTER A LONG TIME SHUA'S  DAUGHTER,  THE  WIFE  OF  JUDAH, 

DIED;  (the days--wc + Qal impf hbr to be multiplied  or  increased-- 

stfwd)  AND WHEN THE TIME OF MOURNING ENDED, JUDAH  WENT  UP  TO  HIS 

SHEEPSHEARERS AT TIMNAH, HE AND  HIS  FRIEND  HIRAH  THE  ADULLAMITE.  

(and Judah--wc + Niphal impf ,xn to grieve, or the result  of  grief, 

comfort--and he went up to Timnah--to his cutters  of  sheep--he  and 

his reversionistic buddy, Hirah)

VS 13  AND IT WAS TOLD TO TAMAR, "LOOK YOUR FATHER-IN-LAW IS GOING UP 

TO TIMNAH TO SHEAR HIS SHEEP."  

VS 14  SO SHE REMOVED HER WIDOW'S GARMENTS AND COVERED HERSELF WITH A 

VEIL, AND WRAPPED HERSELF, AND SAT IN  THE  GATE  OF  ENAIM,   (wc  + 

Hiphil impf rVc to depart of go away, in Hiphil  to  remove--garments 

of her widowhood--from upon her--wc + Piel impf hcK to cover or cover 

over--pref b + d.a. + m.s.n [yij a veil, 3X--wc + HIthpael  impf  [li 

to cover or wrap, Hith is reflexive--wc + Qal impf  yashabh,  sat--at 

the opening to Enaim, two eyes, obviously close to Timnah)   FOR  SHE 

SAW THAT SHELAH HAD GROWN UP, AND SHE HAD NOT BEEN GIVEN TO HIM AS  A 

WIFE.  (because she was--that  Shelah  was  great=grown  up--and  she 

herself had not been given to him for a wife)

SUMMARY VS 11-14

1.  Judah continues in his lifestyle despite the death of two sons in 

rapid succession.

2.  He refuses to send Shelah to Tamar,  because  he  associates  her 

with the deaths of his two boys.

3.  Typical of the reversionistic believer to blame others around him 

for his own discipline.

4.  He does not consider that he is the problem, not Tamar.

5.  Like his father, Jacob, he demonstrates a willingness and ability 

to be deceptive.

6.  He does not level with Tamar, but pretends that  once  Shelah  is 

older, he will come and provide her with a son.

7.  Several years go by and Judah is confronted with another  warning 

signal, the death of his Canaanite wife.

8.  Throughout this incident, she is never named,  demonstrating  the 

complete lack of regard God the Holy Spirit has for her.

9.  Judah is comforted by those around him, negative types, since  he 

has no inner resources on which to draw.

10.  If one is not comforted by the WOG,  there  is  no  comfort  for 

them, only the pseudo-comfort which the cosmos can provide.

11.  This episode demonstrates that even the raunchiest types can get 

over tragedy and move on.

12.  Judah heads up to Timnah and to spend some time with Hirah.

13.  Hirah was humanly attractive to Judah, he was an unbeliever, but 

avoided the excesses and sins of his believing brothers.

14.  Nevertheless,  he  is  in  darkness,  negative,  and  should  be 

separated from, not socialized with.

15.  When one does not steadfastly determine that they are  going  to 

build their relationships on BD with those  who  are  positive,  they 

resort to this type of person.

16.  Word gets back to Tamar that Judah is out enjoying himself,  and 

she is quite displeased.

17.  She  wanted  what  was  hers  by  custom,  and  apart  from  the 

fulfillment of this law, she had nothing in time.

18.  A widow was generally  helpless,  unwanted  and  without  future 

inheritance.

19.  She resented the fact that Judah was out living it  up  and  had 

not taken care of the responsibilities which he had toward her.

20.  This is an example of righteous indignation.

21.  She is aware of the fact that Judah is not the most faithful  of 

all the men in the world, and knew that the time  of  shearing  sheep 

was a time of customary partying.

22.  She adopts a daring plan to get back at  Judah  for  failing  to 

fulfill his responsibility, and to provide herself a son.

23.  She was aware that  Shelah  was  old  enough  to  enter  into  a 

marriage, but the neither he not Judah had any intention of doing so.

24.  She removes the garments which  identify  her  as  a  widow  and 

dresses up in festive clothing.

25.  She covers herself and sits in  the  entrance  to  the  city  of 

Enaim, where the available women usually solicited business.

26.  She intends to take advantage of the  holiday  season,  and  the 

known unfaithfulness of Judah to secure her ends.

VS 15  WHEN JUDAH SAW HER, HE THOUGH SHE WAS A  WHORE,  FOR  SHE  HAD 

COVERED HER FACE.  (Judah--wc + Qal impf ra'ah--wc + Qal impf bwx  to 

think or meditate, to consider something so as to reach a conclusion- 

-pref l + Qal act part. hnz the verb means to commit fornication,  to 

engage in illicit sex, the participle means one  who  regularly  does 

this, a hooker, whore or prostitute.  More literally  in  the  Hebrew 

"he took her for a hooker."--conj kiy--Piel pf hcK to cover or  cover 

over--her faces)

VS 16  SO HE TURNED ASIDE TO HER BY THE ROAD, AND  SAID,  (wc  +  Qal 

impf hun to stretch out or extend, to incline or turn, to  turn  away 

or turn toward--to her--pref 'el + d.a. + frd--and said)   COME  NOW, 

PLEASE, I WANT TO COME IN TO YOU."  (Qal imperv emphatic bhy to  give 

place, to allow.  Emphatic expresses the urgency with which he  seeks 

to have sex with this woman--Qal impf bo'= what he  wants  to  do--to 

you)  SINCE HE DID NOT REALIZE  THAT  SHE  WAS  HIS  DAUGHTER-IN-LAW.  

(because not he knew that daughter in law she)  AND SHE  SAID,  "WHAT 

WILL YOU GIVE ME, THAT YOU MAY COME IN TO ME?"  

VS 17  HE SAID, "I MYSELF WILL SEND YOU A KID FROM THE FLOCK."   (and 

he said--pers pron + Piel impf  shalach--a  kid  of  goats  from  the 

flock)  AND SHE SAID, "IF YOU WILL GIVE ME A PLEDGE  UNTIL  YOU  SEND 

IT, OK."  (hypoth 'im--you will give--m.s.n ]Obri a pledge, something 

of value exchanged as security for a debt--prep di until  +  Qal  inf 

const shalach=your sending)

VS 18  AND HE SAID, "WHAT IS THE PLEDGE I WILL GIVE TO  YOU?"   (what 

the pledge I will give to you=what do you  want?   AND  SHE  REPLIED, 

"YOUR SEAL AND YOUR CORD, AND YOUR  STAFF  THAT  IS  IN  YOUR  HAND."  

(m.s.n ,tx the verb means to seal or  seal  up,  to  set  a  seal  on 

something.  Hence his seal which was used  to  conduct  business  and 

finalize deals.--v + m.s.n lytP the thread or cord by which the  seal 

was carried--v + m.s.n hUm matteh, a rod or staff.   The  Babylonians 

carried a staff with some sort of carved figure at the top--which  in 

your hand)  SO HE GAVE THEM TO HER,A ND WENT IN TO HER, AND  SHE  GOT 

PREGNANT BY HIM.

VS 19  THEN SHE AROSE AND DEPARTED, AND REMOVED HER VEIL AND  PUT  ON 

HER WIDOW'S GARMENTS.  (she arose and walked and caused to depart her 

veil from upon her--and she put on garments of her widowhood)

SUMMARY VS 15-19

1.  The plan of Tamar works even better than she might have imagined.

2.  Judah takes her to be a whore and quickly hits on her for sex.

3.  Judah was a widower at this point, but  certainly  realizes  that 

this is not acceptable behavior.

4.  He seems to know all to well how to conduct this transaction.

5.  He propositions her, ignorant of her identity due to the covering 

veil.

6.  She bargains just any whore would in such a case, and  asks  what 

her fee will be.

7.  The customary fee seems to have  been  a  kid  from  the  flocks.  

Judges 15:1

8.  Tamar points out that since he has no flocks with  him,  how  can 

she be assured that she will receive what is due to her.

9.  She suggests that he leave some sort of security with  her  until 

he can pay his debt.

10.  He asks what she wants, and she tells him that she will  take  3 

items:

    a.  His signet--His personal seal for signing transactions.

    b.  His cord--the thread by which the signet was held.

    c.  His staff--symbol of his leadership in the family  and  later 

        in the tribe which would bear his name.

11.  Judah readily complies in order to satisfy his sex lust.

12.  One item which must be pointed out  is  that  Judah  would  have 

never done this had he known that it was Tamar.  vs 15,16

13.  The issue involved here is that he has not  kept  his  word  and 

done what was right in the matters of his family.

14.  Isn't it interesting that he separated from his family over just 

such failures, and he succumbs to similar, if not worse, folly.

15.  The believer who rejects the  plan  of  God  for  his  life  and 

pursues his own agenda, may think that he is  better  than  those  he 

left behind, but he is deluded.

16.  He gives Tamar the items she desires, little realizing that  she 

would use these very things later for evidence.

17.  Their sex results in her pregnancy.

18.  After her daring plan, she immediately departs and  resumes  her 

position as a widow.

19.  She had no desire to be a whore and did what she did as a result 

of her desire to have her rightful place in the family of Judah.

20.  Her actions evidenced some faith in doctrine.

VS 20  NOW JUDAH SENT THE YOUNG GOAT BY THE HAND OF  HIS  FRIEND  THE 

ADULLAMITE, TO TAKE THE PLEDGE FROM THE WOMAN'S HAND, BUT HE DID  NOT 

FIND HER.

VS 21  AND HE ASKED THE MEN OF  HER  PLACE,  SAYING,  "WHERE  IS  THE 

TEMPLE PROSTITUTE WHO WAS BY THE ROAD  AT  ENAIM?"   BUT  THEY  SAID, 

"THERE HAS BEEN NO TEMPLE PROSTITUTE HERE."

VS 22  SO HE RETURNED TO JUDAH, AND SAID, "I DID NOT  FIND  HER;  AND 

INDEED THE MEN OF THE PLACE SAID, 'THERE WAS  NOT  TEMPLE  PROSTITUTE 

THERE.'"

VS 23   THEN JUDAH SAID,  "LET  HER  KEEP  THEM,  LEST  WE  BECOME  A 

LAUGHINGSTOCK.  (and Judah said--she will keep them for herself--conj 

]P lest, used to describe an action or occurrence which one fears  or 

wants to avoid--Qal impf hayah=we will become--pref  l  +  m.s.n  zVB 

the verb buz=to look down on something, to despise, to think  lightly 

of, to be contemptuous of.   The  noun  =one  who  is  an  object  of 

contempt, one who is ridiculed or looked down on)  LOOK, I SENT  THIS 

KID AND YOU YOURSELF COULD NOT FIND HER."  (behold--I  sent  the  kid 

the this--and you, now you found her)

SUMMARY VS 20-23

1.  Judah obviously desired to keep his little indiscretion as  quiet 

as possible.

2.  He asks his trusted, negative friend, Hireh to do what he did not 

want to do.

3.  He knew that this man would not consider anything which Judah had 

done to be wrong.

4.  He uses Hireh, whose Canaanite morals would not condemn Judah, to 

do his dirty work.

5.  Hireh, since he is fond of Judah, does what he is asked and  that 

willingly.

6.  Little does he know that he is asked to do what Judah himself  is 

ashamed to do.

7.  Hireh goes to the region  and  looks  for  the  woman  Judah  has 

described to him.

8.  One question which arises  is  Hireh's  use  of  the  term  "cult 

prostitute".

9.  It is evident that Judah tried to put  as  good  a  face  on  his 

activity as he could to his friend Hireh.

10.  Hireh would think nothing of going in to a temple prostitute, it 

as an accepted way of life in Canaan.

11.  Temple or cult prostitutes were women who were  a  part  of  the 

ancient religious practices of the Canaanites and others.

12.  They gave their bodies in sex as an offering to the  goddess  of 

love, known in Canaan as Astarte.

13.  In Sumer, ancient Shinar, she  is  known  as  Inanna,  queen  of 

heaven, as well as Ishtar.

14.  This was one manifestation of the mother-son cult, which  had  a 

shrine at Uruk, aka Erech.  Gen. 10:10

15.  She was the consort of Dumuzi (aka Tammuz, aka Nimrod) for  whom 

she wept at his seasonal death.

16.  In Canaan she was the deification of the reproductive  principle 

and those who served her did so by  offering  their  bodies  as  cult 

prostitutes.

17.  There is no doubt that this was the most respectable designation 

for public prostitutes in Canaan.

18.  Hireh cannot find the woman, and the men of that  region  inform 

him that there has been no cult prostitute in that region.

19.  He concludes that his mission will not be successful and returns 

to Judah and relates his findings.

20.  Judah realizes the advisability  of  letting  the  matter  drop, 

since further inquiries would only serve to embarrass him.

21.  He is attempting to keep this matter as quiet  as  possible  and 

does not want to further broadcast his folly.

22.  It is humorous  that  he  says  that  "we  will  be  objects  or 

ridicule", since Hireh had nothing to do with this woman.

23.  It is a subtle way of shifting the blame to others  so  he  does 

not have to deal with his own failures.

24.  This is what occurs to those who will not tenaciously  cling  to 

BD, they see all the mistakes of others, but cannot see and will  not 

take responsibility for their own failures.

25.  He suggests that he has honorably attempted to keep his part  of 

the bargain, acknowledging his "righteousness".

VS 24  NOW IT CAME TO PASS ABOUT THREE MONTHS LATER THAT IT WAS  TOLD 

TO JUDAH, SAYING,  stfwd  "YOUR DAUGHTER-IN-LAW TAMAR HAS PLAYED  THE 

WHORE, AND LOOK, SHE IS ALSO WITH CHILD AS A RESULT OF HER HARLOTRY."  

(Tamar, your daughter in law--Qal pf hnz to engage in illicit sex, to 

act as a whore--v + gam + hinneh--a  pregnant  one--pref  l  +  m.p.n 

,ynVnz whoring actions, her acts of fornication, always used  in  the 

plural since one is not normally considered to commit this  sin  only 

once)  AND JUDAH SAID, "BRING  HER  OUT  AND  SHE  WILL  BE  BURNED."  

(Hiphil imperv Xjy you cause her to go out--v + Niphal  impf  [rw  to 

absorb, to swallow down, used of fire, to consume by fire)

VS 25  AS THEY WERE  BRINGING  HER  OUT,  SHE  HERSELF  SENT  TO  HER 

FATHER-IN-LAW, SAYING,  (pers pron  =she--Hophal  part.  yatsa'--v  + 

pers pron + Qal pf shalach--to her father in law, to  say)   "BY  THE 

MAN WHO OWNS THESE, I GOT PREGNANT."  (by a man which these to him--I 

pregnant)  AND SHE SAID, "PLEASE EXAMINE.  TO WHOM DO  THESE  THINGS, 

THIS SIGNET, THIS CORD AND THIS STAFF BELONG."  (Hiphil imperv rkn to 

contemplate, to look at, to recognize  or  acknowledge--part  na'--to 

whom, the signet and the cord and the staff, the these)

VS 26  AND JUDAH ACKNOWLEDGED THEN AND SAID, "SHE IS  MORE  RIGHTEOUS 

THAN I AM INASMUCH AS I DID NOT GIVE HER TO MY  SON  SHELAH."  (wc  + 

Hiphil impf rkn--and said--righteous  from  me--]K-li=yK  because  or 

since--not I gave her to Shelah my son)  AND HE DID NOT HAVE SEX WITH 

HER AGAIN.  (and not he added again to know her)

SUMMARY VS 24-26

1.  Some three months pass after Judah sends Hireh to pay his debt.

2.  Tamar begins to show the normal signs of pregnancy.

3.  Those close to her bring word to Judah that she is pregnant,  and 

add that this is a result of her many acts of illicit sex.

4.  Typical of people to assume facts they do  not  have,  Tamar  has 

only committed one sin.

5.  Judah, as the head of the household, must  deal  with  deviations 

within the house.

6.  He moves altogether too quickly in deciding her  case,  since  he 

considers this an opportunity to get rid of his "bad luck".

7.  This would also release him from any pressure he  still  felt  to 

give Tamar to Shelah.

8.  He does not investigate the case, but judges the case without any 

facts or explanation.

9.  This is not a good quality for those in positions of  leadership.  

Deut. 13:14, 19:18; Jn. 7:51

10.  While Judah acts rashly, the verdict is the normal one for  that 

period when one was guilty as Tamar was.

11.  Tamar was betrothed to Shelah, and that was tantamount to  being 

married.

12.  When they began to take Tamar  out,  she  produced  the  damning 

evidence and sent it to Judah.

13.  Along with these  items  she  sent  news  that  she  was  indeed 

pregnant and the father was the owner of the 3 items.

14.  Judah immediately recognized the items and was  publicly  forced 

into an admission of guilt.

15.  While her plan was daring and potentially deadly, Tamar believed 

that Judah would act fairly.

16.  The mysteries of the illicit affair  three  months  earlier  now 

become crystal clear.

17.  Judah recognizes that she would not have had to resort  to  this 

type of activity if he had fulfilled the Levirate law.

18.  While they were both guilty of illicit sex, Judah was guilty  of 

failure to comply with the Levirate principle  and  lying  to  Tamar. 

vs 11

19.  He seems to recognize in her actions  a  desire  to  assume  her 

rightful place in the family, a desire hardly criminal.

20.  Judah not only sees his  guilt,  he  acknowledges  it  publicly.  

Prov. 28:13; Jms.5:16

21.  This is a turning point in Judah's life and not long after this, 

he forsakes the Canaanites and returns to his family.

22.  Inability to acknowledge or confess one's failures and sins when 

confronted with them is a mark of arrogance.

23.  Because of their affair, both Judah and Tamar remain single  for 

the rest of their lives.

24.  Incest with Judah also made it impossible to give her to  Shelah 

for a bride.

25.  Some consider Tamar to have been Judah's right  woman,  and  the 

misery they reap to be a warning to those who violate this principle.

VS 27  AND IT CAME ABOUT AT THE TIME TO DELIVER,  AND  BEHOLD,  TWINS 

WERE IN HER WOMB.

VS 28  AND IT CAME TO PASS WHEN SHE WAS GIVING BIRTH THAT ONE PUT OUT 

A HAND, AND THE MIDWIFE TOOK AND TIED ON HIS HAND A  SCARLET  THREAD, 

SAYING, "THIS ONE CAME OUT FIRST."

VS 29  BUT IT CAME TO PASS AFTER HE DREW BACK HIS HAND, THAT  BEHOLD, 

HIS BROTHER CAME OUT.  THEN SHE SAID,  "WHAT?  YOU  PUSHED  YOUR  WAY 

THROUGH?"  SO HE CALLED HIS NAME PEREZ.

VS 30  AND AFTERWARD HIS BROTHER CAME OUT WHO HAD THE SCARLET  THREAD 

ON HIS HAND; AND HE WAS NAMED ZERAH.

SUMMARY VS 27-30

1.  Unlike Rebekah, Tamar was not aware that there were twins in  her 

womb until the time of birth.

2.  As she labored to give birth, one of the boys sticks out a  hand, 

to which the  midwife  ties  a  piece  of  crimson  or  deep  scarlet 

material.

3.  This one she expects to be the first-born and the  scarlet  would 

identify him.

4.  Before he is born, his  brother  comes  forth,  which  was  quite 

unexpected.

5.  The midwife comments on his ability to  forge  or  push  his  way 

ahead.

6.  His name, Perez, is derived from the verb parats /rP which  means 

to break, break forth or break out.

7.  His brother is born and is named Zerah, which name is obscure.

8.  Perez is the first-born, although suddenly and unexpectedly,  and 

is an ancestor of Boaz, David and Jesus Christ.  Ruth 4:18ff

9.  Tamar, through her unusual action, perpetuated the tribe of Judah 

and is herself an ancestor of Jesus Christ.

