GENESIS CHAPTER 40

OUTLINE 

I.  The cupbearer and baker.  vs 1-8

II.  The cupbearer's dream and interpretation.  vs 9-15

III.  The baker's dream and interpretation.  vs 16-19

IV.  The fulfillment of the dreams.  vs 20-23

VS 1  THEN IT CAME ABOUT AFTER THESE THINGS  THE  CUPBEARER  AND  THE 

BAKER FOR THE KING OF EGYPT OFFENDED THEIR LORD, THE KING  OF  EGYPT.  

(and it came to pass after these matters--Hiphil part. hqw  to  cause 

to drink, one whose responsibility it  was  to  provide  Pharaoh  his 

favorite beverage--king of Egypt=Pharaoh=Sesostris I--v + d.a. +  Qal 

act part hpX to cook or bake, Part=baker--Qal  pf  Xux  to  miss  the 

mark, to stumble or misstep, to sin=here failure  to  fulfill  duty-- 

their master, the king of Egypt)

VS 2  AND PHARAOH WAS FURIOUS WITH HIS TWO OFFICIALS, THE CHIEF  CUP- 

BEARER AND THE CHIEF BAKER.  (Pharaoh--wc + Qal impf [jq to break, to 

break out, to be indignant or angry, followed by li of the object  of 

wrath--two of his--m.p.n cyrc any minister of a court--upon prince of 

those giving drink, and upon prince of those baking)

VS 3  SO HE PUT THEM IN CONFINEMENT IN THE HOUSE OF  THE  CAPTAIN  OF 

THE BODYGUARD,  (and he gave them--pref b +  m.s.n  rmwm  custody  or 

keeping--of the house of the prince of the guard, i.e. Potiphar)   IN 

THE JAIL, THE PLACE WHERE JOSEPH WAS IMPRISONED.  (into the house  of 

the round--place which Joseph being bound there)

VS 4  AND THE CAPTAIN OF THE BODYGUARD PUT JOSEPH IN CHARGE OF  THEM, 

AND HE TOOK CARE OF THEM; AND THEY WERE IN CONFINEMENT FOR SOME TIME.  

(and the prince or captain of the killers, Potiphar--wc  +  Qal  impf 

dqP to visit, to look after someone--with them--wc +  Piel  impf  trw 

to wait upon, to serve or  minister  to--them--and  days  of  custody 

became=they were there for some time)

SUMMARY VS 1-4

1.  Joseph has gone through the following promotions and demotions:

    a.  Promoted to rights of firstborn.

    b.  Sold by brothers, demoted to slave.

    c.  Promoted by Potiphar to house slave.

    d.  Promoted by Potiphar to business manager.

    e.  Demoted to prison and put in irons.

    f.  Promoted in prison to warden's right hand man.

2.  No matter what his temporal circumstances were, Joseph  continued 

to diligently apply doctrine.

3.  His success did not go to his head,  and  his  setbacks  did  not 

depress or discourage him inordinately.

4.  We are now introduced to two men who came into Joseph's periphery 

during the time of his incarceration.

5.  The leader of those in  charge  of  providing  Pharaoh  with  his 

favorite beverage, and the leader of those whose  responsibility  was 

the royal kitchen.

6.  Both of these men  committed  an  offense  against  Pharaoh,  and 

perhaps they were both involved in the same offending action.

7.  Their offense was certainly not on the order of assassination  or 

political intrigue, or their punishment  would  certainly  have  been 

more severe.

8.  The verb chata' means to miss the mark and is often translated by 

the word "sin", so this was a real offense against Pharaoh and not an 

imagined or whimsical one.

9.  Likely they were derelict in their  duties  and  came  under  the 

wrath of the ruler of Egypt.

10.  The phrase at the end of vs 1 is not redundant, it  is  used  to 

emphasize the supreme position of the one they offended.

11.  Whatever their fault, they ended up losing their  positions  and 

were turned over to Potiphar, who was the enforcer of Pharaoh.

12.  He placed them in prison, the same prison in which he had placed 

Joseph.

13.  It is evident here that the warden of the prison had related  to 

Potiphar that Joseph was a model prisoner.

14.  Beyond this, Potiphar certainly  knew  of  Joseph's  reliability 

from his own dealings with him.

15.  Since these two men were  objects  of  royal  anger,  they  were 

punished by a prison stay.

16.  It is clear that Potiphar recognized that their lot could change 

and that this may not be a permanent situation.

17.  Since these prisoners of high station received better  treatment 

than the common prisoners. he assigns them to Joseph who is  to  take 

care of them.

18.  Since Potiphar recognized the potential for  reinstatement,  for 

his own sake as well as theirs, he assigns Joseph to them.

VS 5  THEN THE CUPBEARER AND THE BAKER FOR THE  KING  OF  EGYPT,  WHO 

WERE CONFINED IN JAIL, BOTH HAD A DREAM THE SAME NIGHT, EACH MAN WITH 

HIS DREAM AND EACH DREAM WITH ITS INTERPRETATION.  (lit. both of them 

dreamed a dream, a man, a dream, in the night the one--a man--pref  k 

+ m.s.n ]OrtP verb rtP means to interpret or give the explanation  of 

a dream, noun=interpretation--of his  dream--the  cupbearer  and  the 

baker who to king of Egypt--who being bound in the round house)

VS 6  WHEN JOSEPH CAME TO THEM IN  THE  MORNING  AND  OBSERVED  THEM, 

BEHOLD, THEY WERE DEJECTED.  (Joe came and saw them  and  behold--Qal 

act part m.p. [iz to storm or rage against something, to wrestle with 

something to the point of depression or dejection)

VS 7  AND HE ASKED PHARAOH'S OFFICIALS WHO WERE WITH HIM  IN  CUSTODY 

IN HIS MASTER'S HOUSE, SAYING, "WHY ARE YOUR FACES SAD  TODAY?"   (in 

custody in house of his  master=Potiphar's  custody--adv  of  interr. 

iVDm why or wherefore--your faces evil the day)

VS 8  THEN THEY SAID TO HIM, "WE HAVE HAD A DREAM AND THERE IS NO ONE 

TO INTERPRET IT."  (we dreamed a dream and an  interpreter  does  not 

exist for it)  THEN JOSEPH SAID  TO  THEM,  "DO  NOT  INTERPRETATIONS 

BELONG TO GOD? YOU ALL RELATE TO ME  PLEASE."   (he  interr.--not  to 

Elohiym interpretations--Piel  imperv  rpc  in  Piel  to  narrate  or 

recount or relate something--to me, please)

SUMMARY VS 5-8

1.  An unspecified amount of time passes from the time that these two 

men were placed under Joseph's authority.

2.  They were incarcerated together and it is  certainly  conceivable 

they they might share the same fate.

3.  On one particular night, they both had unusual dreams.

4.  Upon awaking the following morning, each one told  the  other  of 

the dream he had dreamed.

5.  As they sat there musing about the meanings of the  dreams,  they 

became agitated and depressed.

6.  This was due to the fact that they recognized that  these  dreams 

were out of the ordinary, and had special significance.

7.  It was common belief in Egypt that  dreams  were,  or  could,  be 

predictive in nature, and a body of writings grew up on  the  art  of 

interpreting them.

8.  While their dreams were similar, the WOG makes it plain that each 

dream had its own interpretation or explanation.

9.  Upon arriving  to  perform  his  normal  morning  duties,  Joseph 

quickly noticed that his two prisoners were distraught.

10.  This is evidence that he took keen interest in his job  and  was 

quite in tune with what was occurring around him.

11.  When he asks them what is troubling them they  reply  that  they 

have had a dream which they  consider  to  be  significant  in  their 

future and they cannot understand it.

12.  Joseph is 28 years old by this time, and knows that  dreams  are 

one way God has communicated with him in the past.

13.  He points out to them that if the dream is of any real value, it 

must have come from God, and He alone can provide the explanation.

14.  It seems to me that these men's dreams were so similar that they 

perceived the dreams to have only one meaning, which neither of  them 

could figure out.

15.  Like doctrine today, these dreams  were  Divine  in  nature  and 

could not be figured out by human means or human intellect.

17.  Positive volition is the issue in  terms  of  understanding  the 

DVP, both then and now.

18.  Joseph knows that he is a positive believer, and that  if  these 

dreams are significant doctrinally, God will let him know.

19.  He requests that they relate the dreams to  him,  and  while  he 

does not say it, it is evident that he expected to interpret them.

VS 9  SO THE CHIEF CUPBEARER TOLD HIS DREAM TO JOSEPH,  AND  SAID  TO 

HIM,  (and the leader of ones  giving  drink  related  his  dream  to 

Joseph and he said to him)  "IN MY DREAM, BEHOLD A VINE IN  FRONT  OF 

ME;  now look--f.s.n ]pg a vine--to my faces)

VS 10  AND ON THE VINE THREE BRANCHES.  AND AS IT  WAS  BUDDING,  ITS 

BLOSSOMS CAME OUT AND ITS CLUSTERS PRODUCED RIPE GRAPES.  (and on the 

vine--three of--m.p.n ,ygyrw shoots or tendrils of a  vine--and  it-- 

pref k + Qal act part hrP to bear fruit, as it  was  bearing--Qal  pf 

hli went up--m.s.n hJn a blossom  or  flower--Hiphil  pf  lwB  to  be 

ripened--m.p.n lKwX a  cluster  or  group--m.p.n  bni  a  cluster  of 

grapes)

VS 11  NOW PHARAOH'S CUP WAS IN MY HAND; SO I  TOOK  THE  GRAPES  AND 

SQUEEZED THEM INTO PHARAOH'S CUP, AND I  PUT  THE  CUP  IN  PHARAOH'S 

PALM."  stfwd

VS 12  THEN JOSEPH SAID TO HIM, "THIS IS THE  INTERPRETATION  OF  IT; 

THE THREE BRANCHES ARE THREE DAYS;

VS 13  WITHIN THREE MORE DAYS PHARAOH WILL  LIFT  UP  YOUR  HEAD  AND 

RESTORE YOU TO YOUR OFFICE;  (in as far as three days--Ph  will  lift 

up your head and cause you to return--over  your  place  or  station)  

AND YOU WILL PUT PHARAOH'S CUP INTO HIS HAND ACCORDING TO YOUR FORMER 

CUSTOM WHEN YOU WERE HIS  CUPBEARER.   (and  you  will  give  cup  of 

Pharaoh in his hand--pref k + d.a. + m.s.n uPwm with pref  k  =manner 

or custom--at the head=at the first--which you became cupbearer)

VS 14  ONLY KEEP ME IN MIND WHEN IT GOES WILL WITH YOU,  (but if  you 

remembered me with you just as it will go well for you=think back  to 

when we were together, do not forget me)  AND PLEASE DO ME A KINDNESS 

AND MAKE MENTION OF ME TO PHARAOH,  (and you will please  manufacture 

with me, faithfulness, kindness, benevolence--wc + Hiphil pf  rkz  to 

remember, to bring to mind, to think on, in  Hiphil  to  cause  it=to 

bring to mind, to mention--to Pharaoh)  AND GET ME OUT OF THIS HOUSE.  

and cause me to go out from this house)

VS 15  FOR I WAS SURELY KIDNAPPED  FROM  THE  LAND  OF  THE  HEBREWS,  

(conj kiy--Pual inf abs + Pual pf bng being stolen, I was stolen,  ie 

taken away secretly and by force, not a willing  inhabitant  in  this 

land--from land of Hebrews)  AND EVEN HERE I HAVE DONE  NOTHING  THAT 

THEY SHOULD HAVE PUT ME INTO THE DUNGEON."  (and also,  indeed,  even 

here--not I manufactured anything--conj kiy=so that--they placed me-- 

pref b + d.a. + m.s.n rOB a pit, a hole cut in the  ground,  used  as 

wells, prisons, or even graves)

SUMMARY VS 9-15

1.  The cupbearer relates the details of his  dream  to  Joseph,  not 

just the general gist of it.

2.  The details are important and symbolize  something,  so  each  is 

important.

3.  The same is true of doctrine, it is  not  sufficient  to  have  a 

general overall picture of the WOG, one must  be  serious  enough  to 

study the details.

4.  Boredom with the details of  Scripture  is  a  form  of  negative 

volition toward the WOG and  demonstrates  lack  of  occupation  with 

Christ.

5.  There is no evidence that Joseph did anything  other  than  stand 

there and listen to the dream and immediately relate the explanation.

6.  Some interpreters have him running off to pray about it  and  try 

to figure it out.

7.  There is a time for prayer and  there  is  a  time  for  decisive 

action.

8.  The believer who does not have his spiritual life in order,  will 

be unprepared for the times when he should be ready to act.

9.  One never knows when they will be  confronted  with  a  situation 

which demands action, and there is no time to resort to prayer.

10.  The adjusting believer who is ordering his life according to the 

dictates of doctrine may, like Joseph,  here  manifest  a  confidence 

that God is with them and will bless them in what they do.

11.  You may offer up a quick mental prayer, acknowledging  that  you 

need wisdom, and then confidently move on.

12.  The dream and its interpretation:

    a.  three branches=three days.

    b.  the rapid growth and production of  fruit=rapid  sequence  of 

        events for the cupbearer.

    c.  Pharaoh's cup in his hand=royal favor.

    d.  Squeezing grapes into the cup and placing cup into  the  hand 

        of Pharaoh=restoration to office and responsibilities

13.  In vs 14-15 Joseph makes a request of the cupbearer which he  is 

to remember when he is restored to his previous fortunes.

14.  He knows that from time to time he will think back on his prison 

stint and of course will remember Joseph when he does.

15.  Joseph wants him to put in a good word to Pharaoh  and  get  him 

released from prison.

16.  He informs the cupbearer that he is an unwilling  inhabitant  in 

Egypt and uses the strongest possible expression  to  relate  how  he 

came to be there.

17.  His brothers did  in  fact  kidnap  him  and  sold  him  to  the 

Ishmaelites.

18.  Beyond that Joseph relates that he is innocent and that there is 

nothing he has done which deserved imprisonment.

19.  The final phrase of vs 15 fills us in that this prison was not a 

particularly pleasant place to reside.

20.  Even though it was adjacent to or on the estate of Potiphar, the 

prison had the qualities of an underground dungeon.

21.  Joseph will be disappointed by placing his  faith  in  the  wine 

steward.

22.  God has a time for all things in his  plan,  and  the  time  for 

Joseph to get out of prison is still some two years away.

23.  The dreams and their fulfillments should  serve  as  an  encour- 

agement to Joseph in his difficult situation.

24.  And while Joseph would like to get out now,  the  providence  of 

God is in motion in these events, even if he can't see it.

25.  This is a valuable lesson  of which every believer  must  take 

note; God may be orchestrating events to His desired end even  when 

we cannot see the big picture.

26.  It is very easy to get bogged down in the day to day affairs  of 

our niche and lose sight of the fact that God has the future well  in 

hand.

27.  Like Joseph we begin to rely on the arm or flesh to provide  our 

deliverance or blessing, rather than trusting God  and  faith-resting 

the outcome.

VS 16  WHEN THE CHIEF BAKER SAW THAT HE HAD INTERPRETED FAVORABLY, HE 

SAID TO JOSEPH,  (and chief of the ones  baking  saw  that  good  the 

interpretation, then he said to Joseph)  "I ALSO SAW IN MY DREAM, AND 

BEHOLD, THREE BASKETS OF WHITE BREAD ON MY  HEAD;   (also,  I  in  my 

dream and behold--three--m.p.n lc a slender rod, of which baskets are 

woven, hence the basket made of such rods--m.s.n yrx  a  white  bread 

made from fine flour--upon my head)

VS 17  AND IN THE TOP BASKET SOME OF ALL  SORTS  OF  BAKED  FOOD  FOR 

PHARAOH,  (and in basket--d.a. + adj. ]Oyli the  higher  or  highest, 

used as a title for God, El Elyon, God most High--from  all  food  of 

Pharaoh)  AND THE BIRDS WERE EATING THEM OUT  OF  THE  BASKET  ON  MY 

HEAD." 

VS 18  THEN JOSEPH ANSWERED AND SAID, "THIS  IS  THE  INTERPRETATION; 

THE THREE BASKETS ARE THREE DAYS;

VS 19  WITHIN THREE MORE DAYS PHARAOH WILL LIFT UP YOUR HEAD FROM YOU 

AND WILL HANG YOU ON A TREE;  (in as far as three days--Pharaoh  will 

lift up your head from upon you--wc + Qal pf hlT to suspend  or  hang 

up, to crucify--upon a tree)  AND THE BIRDS WILL EAT YOUR  FLESH  OFF 

YOU."  

SUMMARY VS 16-19

1.  Encouraged by the  favorable  interpretation  of  the  cupbearers 

dream,  the  head  of  the  bakery  department  is  anxious  for  the 

explanation of his dream.

2.  He relates his dream in rapid order, not even  using  a  verb  to 

express the obvious action.

3.  His dream was, to his mind, similar and  he  seems  to  expect  a 

similar interpretation.

4.  His dream was similar in that both had elements related to  their 

official capacity in the royal court.

5.  Just as Pharaoh's cup was in the hand of the cupbearer, Pharaoh's 

food was in baskets on top of the baker's head.

6.  This was the normal method employed by Egyptian  men  in  bearing 

burdens.

7.  Three baskets were carried by the baker, and in the  top  basket, 

food of every sort as was consumed by the royal court.

8.  The birds were eating from the uppermost  basket  and  they  were 

eating unabated, no one attempted to drive them off.

9.  The baker himself could not drive them off due to their  relative 

position above him.

10.  Joseph interprets his dream and relates some  stunning  news  to 

the baker.

11.  The dream and its interpretation:

    a.  Three baskets=three days.

    b.  Baked goods in baskets=cooking he did not perform.

    c.  The elevated basket=decapitation.

    c.  Birds eating unmolested=scavengers picking his bones.

12.  The significant change in this dream  is  the  addition  of  the 

phrase "from upon you."

13.  Pharaoh will remove his head and hang his corpse on a tree.

14.  While we are told nothing of the baker's  reaction,  he  was  no 

doubt frightened and at the same time skeptical, hoping  that  Joseph 

had no true insight into dreams.

15.  These dreams and their fulfillment  are  designed  to  encourage 

Joseph that God is faithful to his revealed plan.

VS 20  THUS IT CAME ABOUT  ON  THE  THIRD  DAY,  PHARAOH'S  BIRTHDAY,  

stfwd  THAT HE MADE A FEAST FOR ALL HIS SERVANTS; AND  HE  LIFTED  UP 

THE HEAD OF THE CHIEF CUPBEARER AND THE HEAD OF THE CHIEF BAKER AMONG 

HIS SERVANTS.

VS 21   AND HE RESTORED THE CHIEF CUPBEARER TO HIS OFFICE, AND HE PUT 

THE CUP INTO PHARAOH'S PALM;

VS 22 BUT HE HANGED THE CHIEF BAKER, JUST AS JOSEPH  HAD  INTERPRETED 

TO THEM.

VS 23  YET THE CHIEF CUPBEARER DID NOT REMEMBER  JOSEPH,  BUT  FORGOT 

HIM.

SUMMARY VS 20-23

1.  Three days later the ruler of Egypt gave a great party  since  it 

happened to be his birthday.

2.  The celebration included not only his friends and family but  the 

royal staff as well.

3.  The party was a great banquet of eating and drinking  the  finest 

products which Egypt could provide.

4.  The highlight of the party occurred when Pharaoh summoned the two 

deposed servants.

5.  The cupbearer was restored to his office and function, while  the 

baker was decapitated and his corpse hanged on a tree.

6.  The did not occur because the offense of the baker was any  worse 

than the offense of the cupbearer.

7.  This execution  and  promotion  would  certainly  cause  all  the 

servants who were present to consider how well they did their job.

8.  These servants knew that  the  king  was  acting  in  a  strictly 

arbitrary fashion, and that a similar fate could befall them if  they 

did not make it their business to keep Pharaoh happy.

9.  God used the injustice and cruelty of Sesostris  I  to  encourage 

Joseph as he heard about the fulfillment of the dreams.

10.  Joseph's reliance on man leads to disappointment  as  it  always 

will.

