GENESIS CHAPTER 41

OUTLINE 

I.  Pharaoh's dreams.  vs 1-8

II.  Joseph summoned.  vs 9-14

III.  Sesotris relates his dreams.  vs 15-24

IV.  Joseph provides interpretation.  vs 25-32

V.  Joseph offers advice to Pharaoh.  vs 33-36

VI.  Joseph promoted.  vs 37-44

VII.  Joseph provided with RW and family.  vs 45-52

VIII.  Famine.  vs 53-57

VS 1  NOW IT HAPPENED AT THE END OF TWO FULL YEARS THAT PHARAOH HAD A 

DREAM,  (wc + Qal impf hyh--pref m + m.s.n  /q  end  of--two  years-- 

days--Pharaoh--Qal act part ,lx dreaming)  AND BEHOLD HE WAS STANDING 

BY THE NILE.  (and  behold--Qal  act  part  dmi--prep  li  +  rXy  an 

Egyptian word, means a river, most often used of the Nile, as here)

VS 2  AND LO, FROM THE NILE THERE CAME UP SEVEN COWS, SLEEK AND  FAT;  

(and behold--coming from the river--seven--hrP a young cow, a  heifer 

--adj.f.p. hpy fair, beautiful--of form--v  +  adj.f.p  XyrB  fat  or 

fattened--of flesh)  AND THEY GRAZED IN THE MARSH GRASS.  (wc  +  Qal 

impf hir to pasture a flock--pref b + d.a. + m.s.n VxX  marsh  grass, 

reeds, bulrushes)

VS 3  THEN BEHOLD, SEVEN OTHER COWS CAME UP AFTER THEM FROM THE NILE, 

UGLY AND GAUNT, AND THEY STOOD BY THE COWS ON THE BANK OF  THE  NILE.  

(and seven other cows ascending after them from the Nile--bad or evil 

of form and thin of flesh, and they stood beside the  other  cows  on 

the bank of the Nile)

VS 4  AND THE UGLY AND GAUNT COWS ATE UP  THE  SEVEN  SLEEK  AND  FAT 

COWS.  AND PHARAOH WOKE UP.  (wc + Qal impf /qy  to  wake  up  or  be 

aroused from sleep)

VS 5  AND HE FELL ASLEEP AND DREAMED A SECOND TIME; AND BEHOLD  SEVEN 

EARS OF GRAIN CAME UP ON A SINGLE STALK, PLUMP AND GOOD.  

VS 6  THEN BEHOLD, SEVEN EARS, THIN AND SCORCHED BY  THE  EAST  WIND, 

SPROUTED UP AFTER THEM.

VS 7  AND THE THIN EARS SWALLOWED UP THE SEVEN PLUMP AND  FULL  EARS.  

THEN PHARAOH AWOKE, AND BEHOLD IT WAS A DREAM.

VS 8  NOW IT CAME ABOUT IN THE MORNING THAT HIS SPIRIT WAS  TROUBLED,  

(wc + Qal impf hayah--in the morning--his spirit--wc  +  Niphal  impf 

,iP to strike or beat on something, in Niphal to  be  struck,  to  be 

agitated or disturbed)  SO HE SENT AND CALLED FOR ALL  THE  MAGICIANS 

OF EGYPT,  (and he sent and called--s.d.o + all--m.p.n ,urx only used 

in plural, sacred or religious writers skilled in reading and writing 

hieroglyphs, and interpreting their mysteries.  Religious  historians 

skilled in occult mysteries--of Egypt)  AND ALL ITS WISE MEN.  (  and 

all the wise ones)  AND PHARAOH TOLD THEM HIS DREAM,  BUT  THERE  WAS 

NO ONE WHO COULD INTERPRET THEM TO PHARAOH.   (and Phar. related  his 

dream--and there did not exist an interpreter of them to Phar.)

SUMMARY VS 1-8

1.  The Hebrew text is quite expressive when it says that  two  years 

days have passed since the previous events in Ch 40.

2.  Joseph has now been in prison more than two years for a crime  he 

did not commit.

3.  During this time, he has  not  given  in  to  self-pity,  MAS  or 

reacted against his niche.

4.  With the exception of the one time he relied on the cupbearer, he 

has been an great  example  of  absorbing  undeserved  suffering  and 

committing it to the Lord.

5.  At the end of two years Pharaoh has a very vivid dream one night.

6.  The details are recorded in vs 2-4

7.  Seven trophy class cows ascend out of the river and stand grazing 

along the banks.

8.  As they stand there feeding, seven pitiful examples of cows  come 

out of the Nile and stand beside the 7 medal winning cows.

9.  Suddenly the seven bad cows eat the seven  good  cows,  and  this 

event startles Pharaoh out of his sleep.

10.  He falls asleep again and has a second  dream,  the  details  of 

which are found in vs 5-7.

11.  This dream involves seven perfect ears of corn which sprout on a 

single stalk.

12.  On the same  stalk,  seven  pathetic  ears  of  corn  sprout  up 

alongside them, blighted by the hot desert wind.

13.  Suddenly the seven bad ears eat the seven good ears, which again 

startles Pharaoh out of his sleep.

14.  He realizes that these were two  dreams,  but  they  produced  a 

state of agitation in Pharaoh, who realized that they  must  be  more 

than just everyday dreams.

15.  He called in the two major groups who he thought would  be  able 

to explain these matters to him.

16.  The first group was the religious minds of his kingdom.

17.  These were men  skilled  in  the  reading  and  writing  of  the 

Egyptian history and sacred literature.

18.  They also cultivated such arts as astrology, the  interpretation 

of dreams, the foretelling of events, conjuring, magic and such.

19.  They were regarded as the possessors of secret arts  and  had  a 

link through the occult to their gods.

20.  These men could not begin to explain either  of  the  dreams  to 

Pharaoh, so he calls in the secular wisdom of his kingdom.

21.  These men would be the equivalent of our university  professors, 

political prognosticators, etc.

22.  Neither could they give Pharaoh a clue as  to  what  the  dreams 

meant.

23.  The  dreams  were  Divine  in  nature,  and  hence  were  Divine 

viewpoint.

24.  This information cannot be ascertained by the carnal  mind,  and 

positive volition is required to understand it.

25.  This principle is as true  today  as  it  was  in  the  time  of 

Pharaoh.  ICor. 1:26-29, 2:6,11

VS 9  THEN THE CHIEF CUPBEARER SPOKE TO PHARAOH SAYING, "I WOULD MAKE 

MENTION TODAY OF MY  OFFENSES.   (s.d.o  +  my  faults  or  offenses, 

emphatic position--I--Hiphil part rkz causing to remember--d.a. + yom

VS 10  PHARAOH WAS FURIOUS WITH  HIS  SERVANTS,  AND  HE  PUT  ME  IN 

CONFINEMENT IN THE HOUSE OF THE CAPTAIN OF THE BODYGUARD, ME AND  THE 

CHIEF BAKER.  (Pharaoh--Qal pf [jq to break out  or  break  forth  in 

anger, to be indignant)

VS 11  AND WE HAD A DREAM ON THE SAME NIGHT, HE AND  I;  EACH  OF  US 

DREAMED ACCORDING TO  THE  INTERPRETATION  OF  HIS  DREAM.   (and  we 

dreamed a dream in one night--I and he)

VS 12  NOW A HEBREW YOUTH WAS WITH US THERE, A SERVANT OF THE CAPTAIN 

OF THE BODYGUARD, AND WE RELATED TO HIM, AND HE INTERPRETED ACCORDING 

TO HIS DREAM.

VS 13  AND IT CAME ABOUT THAT JUST AS HE INTERPRETED FOR  US,  SO  IT 

HAPPENED; HE RESTORED ME IN MY OFFICE, BUT HE HANGED HIM."  (just  as 

he inter. thus it became--he restored=Joseph in his interpretation)

SUMMARY VS 9-13

1.  Some consider that the cupbearer intentionally broke his  promise 

to Joseph after he got out of prison.

2.  It seems more likely that he  was  so  elated  and  busy  in  his 

restored position that he just did not think about it.

3.  As events unfold, Pharaoh has made all his servants aware of  his 

dreams and his desire to understand them.

4.  The cupbearer sees a chance to ingratiate  himself  with  Pharaoh 

and of course remembers Joseph in this context.

5.  God does use the cupbearer to bring Joseph out of prison, but  in 

His timing, not in Joseph's.

6.  The cupbearer  relates  all  the  facts  just  as  we  previously 

studied.

7.  He tells Pharaoh of the amazing  Hebrew  youth  who  is  able  to 

provide accurate interpretations of dreams.

8.  He explains to Pharaoh that he bases his judgment on his previous 

experience with Joseph.

VS 14  THEN PHARAOH SENT AND CALLED FOR JOSEPH,  AND  THEY  HURRIEDLY 

BROUGHT HIM OUT OF THE DUNGEON;  (and they caused him to run from the 

dungeon or pit)  AND WHEN HE  HAD  SHAVED  HIMSELF  AND  CHANGED  HIS 

CLOTHES, HE CAME TO PHARAOH.  (wc + Piel impf  xlG  to  be  naked  or 

bald, to shave oneself or to be shaved--wc + Piel impf [lx to pass by 

or pass on, with clothing, to be changed.  Both  verbs  are  Piel  to 

express the haste and intensity with which this acts  were  done--and 

he came to Pharaoh)

VS 15  AND PHARAOH SAID TO JOSEPH, "I HAD A DREAM,  BUT  NO  ONE  CAN 

INTERPRET IT;  (I dreamed a dream, and an interpreter does not  exist 

of it)  AND I HAVE HEARD IT SAID ABOUT YOU,  THAT  WHEN  YOU  HEAR  A 

DREAM YOU CAN INTERPRET IT."  (and I myself  heard--upon=about  you-- 

to say--you will hear a dream for the purpose of interpreting it)

VS 16  JOSEPH THEN ANSWERED PHARAOH AND SAID, "IT IS NOT IN  ME,  GOD 

WILL GIVE PHARAOH AN ACCEPTABLE ANSWER."  (part of deprecation +  1cs 

suff ydilB not as far as, not  until,  without  or  apart  from  me-- 

Elohiym will answer--peace of Pharaoh)

SUMMARY VS 14-16

1.  Pharaoh has an intense desire to understand what the dreams mean.

2.  His need is urgent and he cares little as to who will provide the 

solution to his questions.

3.  This lead from the cupbearer was the only thing he had heard from 

all his sources, so he immediately follows up on it.

4.  Joseph had been in prison for several years, and was not  in  any 

state to be presented to the head of Egypt.

5.  He shaves his face and head, and is provided with a clean set  of 

garments and makes himself fit to be presented before Pharaoh.

6.  This is all done with the utmost haste, as we know Sesostris  was 

not one to trifle with.

7.  As quickly as his testing and  imprisonment  had  begun,  it  has 

ended.

8.  Pharaoh does not beat around the bush but tells Joseph why he was 

summoned.

9.  He informs Joseph as to his dilemma  and  explains  that  he  has 

heard that Joseph can answer his questions.

10.  Joseph does not reply in the affirmative.

11.  He immediately informs Pharaoh that his  ability  to  understand 

D/VP does not come from the source of his own wisdom or intelligence.

12.  He points out that God is the one  who  provides  the  truth  in 

these matters.

13.  He tells Pharaoh that God will give him the answer  he  requires 

which has two immediate effects:

    a.  It points Pharaoh away from  his  superstitious  reliance  on 

        people.

    b.  It directs his attention to the one who rules human history.

14.  His statement may even be paraphrased as "God will  provide  you 

an acceptable answer without me."

15.  Joseph was a humble believer who  certainly  realized  that  the 

plan of God was moving along with or without him.  good  attitude  to 

have.

VS 17  SO PHARAOH SPOKE TO JOSEPH, "IN MY DREAM, BEHOLD, I WAS STAND- 

ING ON THE BANK OF THE NILE;  (in my dream, behold  I  standing--prep 

li=upon--lip of--the river, the Nile)

VS 18  AND BEHOLD, SEVEN COWS, FAT AND SLEEK CAME UP OUT OF THE NILE; 

AND THEY GRAZED IN THE MARSH GRASS.  (from the river--7  cows  coming 

up--fat of flesh and fair of form--pasturing in the marsh grass)

VS 19  "AND LO, SEVEN OTHER COWS CAME UP AFTER THEM,  POOR  AND  VERY 

UGLY AND GAUNT, SUCH AS I HAD NEVER SEEN FOR UGLINESS IN ALL THE LAND 

OF EGYPT;  (7 came after them--adj.f.p lD poor, weak,  powerless--and 

evil or form exceedingly--and thin of flesh--and not I had seen  like 

them in all the land of Egypt for bad)

VS 20  AND THE LEAN AND UGLY COWS ATE UP THE FIRST  SEVEN  FAT  COWS. 

VS 21  "YET WHEN THEY HAD DEVOURED THEM, IT  COULD  NOT  BE  DETECTED 

THAT THEY HAD DEVOURED THEM; FOR THEY WERE JUST AS  UGLY  AS  BEFORE. 

THEN I AWOKE.  (lit. and they came into the midst of them= once  they 

had been eaten by them--not was known that they came into  the  midst 

of them=it was not detectable that they had been consumed  by  them-- 

and their appearance was bad just as at the beginning--and I awoke)

VS 22  "I SAW ALSO IN MY DREAM, AND  BEHOLD,  SEVEN  EARS,  FULL  AND 

GOOD, CAME UP ON A SINGLE STALK; 

VS 23  AND LO, SEVEN EARS, WITHERED, THIN, {AND} SCORCHED BY THE EAST 

WIND, SPROUTED UP AFTER THEM; 

VS 24  AND THE THIN EARS SWALLOWED THE SEVEN GOOD EARS. THEN  I  TOLD 

IT TO THE MAGICIANS, BUT THERE WAS NO ONE WHO COULD EXPLAIN IT TO ME.  

(and I said to--d.a. + m.p.n ,urx see vs 8--and there did  not  exist 

--Hiphil part dgn one bringing to light, one making clear--to me)

SUMMARY VS 17-24

1.  Pharaoh quickly relates the two dreams to Joseph.

2.  The content is much the same as what we  saw  when  he  initially 

dreamed these things in vs 1-7.

3.  The new information which he supplies after he has had some  time 

to reflect on it was the fact that he had never seen such bad  cattle 

in all the land of Egypt.

4.  This bit of information is significant  to  the  interpreter  who 

would attempt to fix the date of the seven year famine.

5.  The second new bit of information is that once the bad cattle had 

eaten the good cattle there was  no  discernible  difference  in  the 

appearance of the bad cattle.

VS 25  NOW JOSEPH SAID TO PHARAOH, "PHARAOH'S DREAMS ARE ONE {AND THE 

SAME;} GOD HAS TOLD TO PHARAOH WHAT HE IS  ABOUT  TO  DO.  (what  The 

Elohiym is doing--He caused to make plain to Pharaoh)

VS 26  "THE SEVEN GOOD COWS ARE SEVEN YEARS; AND THE SEVEN GOOD  EARS 

ARE SEVEN YEARS; THE DREAMS ARE ONE {AND THE SAME.}   (the  dream  is 

one)

VS 27  "AND THE SEVEN LEAN AND UGLY COWS THAT CAME UP AFTER THEM  ARE 

SEVEN YEARS, AND THE SEVEN THIN EARS SCORCHED BY THE EAST WIND  SHALL 

BE SEVEN YEARS OF FAMINE.  (seven years of famine--m.s.n  bir  famine 

or lack of food, whether of an individual or of a region)

VS 28  "IT IS AS I HAVE SPOKEN TO PHARAOH: GOD HAS SHOWN  TO  PHARAOH 

WHAT HE IS ABOUT TO DO.  (what He is doing)

VS 29  "BEHOLD, SEVEN YEARS OF GREAT ABUNDANCE ARE COMING IN ALL  THE 

LAND OF EGYPT;  (seven years of--m.s.n ibw plenty, abundance  +  adj. 

lOdG great--coming in all the land of Egypt)

VS 30  AND AFTER THEM SEVEN YEARS OF FAMINE WILL COME,  AND  ALL  THE 

ABUNDANCE WILL BE FORGOTTEN IN THE LAND OF EGYPT; AND THE FAMINE WILL 

RAVAGE THE  LAND.   (wc  +  Niphal  pf  xkw  to  forget--in  land  of 

Egypt--and the famine--wc + Piel pf hlK in Piel to complete,  finish, 

to bring to an end.  To consume waste or destroy--the land)

VS 31  "SO THE ABUNDANCE WILL BE UNKNOWN IN THE LAND BECAUSE OF  THAT 

SUBSEQUENT FAMINE; FOR IT {WILL BE} VERY SEVERE.  (and  not  will  be 

known the abundance in the land from faces of that famine--after thus 

--because heavy it exceedingly)

VS 32  "NOW AS FOR THE REPEATING OF THE DREAM TO PHARAOH  TWICE,  {IT 

MEANS} THAT THE MATTER IS DETERMINED BY GOD,  AND  GOD  WILL  QUICKLY 

BRING IT ABOUT.  (v + prep li=concerning--Niphal  inf  const  hnw  to 

repeat something--of the dream to  Pharaoh--,ymiP  two  steps=twice-- 

conj yK--Niphal part. ]VK to exist or be, to established or  prepared 

--pref m + prep ,i= from with, out  of  the  power  or  will  of--the 

Elohiym--and the Elohiym--Piel part rhm hurrying,  doing  quickly--to 

manufacture it)

SUMMARY VS 25-32

1.  Joseph listens to the dreams and is immediately provided with the 

explanation of them, which he relates to Pharaoh.

2.  The first thing he tells Sesostris is that the two dreams  really 

were a singular dream with a singular interpretation.

3.  He once again points to God as the source of the dreams  and  the 

interpretation.

4.  Seven good cows=seven good years.

5.  Therefore logically seven bad cows would be seven bad years.

6.  The same is true of the ears of corn.

7.  Joseph makes it evident in vs 28 that his  thinking  is  centered 

around God and his plan.

8.  He implies that Pharaoh should think in the same fashion.

9.  This is an act of mercy for God to show  to  anyone  what  He  is 

going to do in the future.

10.  It also points out to Pharaoh  that  Joseph  believed  that  God 

could and did control human history, even  weather  and  agricultural 

production.

11.  Joseph, in fact, believed that God was the Supreme ruler of  all 

mankind, a fact Sesostris should take note of.

12.  He informs Pharaoh that the famine will be so  severe  that  the 

previous seven years of prosperity will not even be brought to mind.

13.  The famine of which Joseph speaks is actually recorded not  only 

by Moses in the Hebrew scriptures, but also in Egyptian history.

14.  Egyptian historians have  long  noted  the  rarity  of  extended 

famines in Egypt, due to the annual inundation of the Nile.

15.  Beyond this, no one would be aware of a future famine  and  make 

provision for it in advance.

16.  Yet two inscriptions state that before  a  famine  which  lasted 

multiple years arose, provision was made by gathering of food.

17.  Ameni in the XII dynasty and Bebi (Beba) in the XIII dynasty.

18.  There is also a famine inscription in dynasties II and V,  which 

would account for their demise and the shift of power to dynasty XII, 

which had existed contemporaneously for some years.

19.  Joseph finishes with a very essential fact;  the  repetition  of 

the dream indicates that these events are on the horizon.

20.  This is determined by God and there is nothing which can prevent 

it.

VS 33  "AND NOW LET PHARAOH LOOK FOR A MAN DISCERNING AND  WISE,  AND 

SET HIM OVER THE LAND OF EGYPT.  (and now Pharaoh--Qal impf hXr  will 

see or will look for--a man + 2 qualifying words--Niphal part ]yB the 

verb means to distinguish or separate, one who can  perceive  things, 

discern things, one who can think through this and see what needs  to 

be done--v + m.s.adj ,kx this is the man who not  only  can  evaluate 

the situation and see what needs to be done, but the best way  to  go 

about it to achieve a desired end--and you will place him  over  land 

of Egypt)

VS 34  "LET PHARAOH TAKE ACTION TO APPOINT OVERSEERS IN CHARGE OF THE 

LAND, AND LET HIM EXACT A FIFTH {OF THE PRODUCE} OF THE LAND OF EGYPT 

IN THE SEVEN YEARS OF ABUNDANCE.  (Qal impf jussive 'asah, let  Phar. 

proceed--v + Hiphil impf dqP in Hiphil to set someone  over  someth-- 

followed by cognate noun=you will put in charge men  in  charge--over 

the land--wc + Piel pf wMx from the word for five, to take the  fifth 

part, 20%--s.d.o + land of Egypt=all that  the  land  produces--seven 

years of abundance)

VS 35  "THEN LET THEM GATHER ALL THE FOOD OF THESE  GOOD  YEARS  THAT 

ARE COMING, AND STORE UP THE GRAIN  FOR  FOOD  IN  THE  CITIES  UNDER 

PHARAOH'S AUTHORITY, AND LET THEM GUARD {IT.}  (v + Qal impf  /bq  to 

gather--all food of the years the good the coming the these--v +  Qal 

impf rbj to heap up or store up--m.s.n rB corn or  grain--under  hand 

of Pharaoh=under his authority--food of  the  cities=in  the  cities, 

places of storage throughout the land--wc + Qal pf shamar)

VS 36  "AND LET THE FOOD BECOME AS A RESERVE FOR THE LAND (reserve= 

]OdQP deposit, store or reserve) FOR THE SEVEN YEARS OF FAMINE  WHICH 

WILL OCCUR IN THE LAND OF EGYPT, SO THAT  THE  LAND  MAY  NOT  PERISH 

DURING THE FAMINE."  (so land will not be cut off during the famine)

SUMMARY VS 33-36

1.  Having interpreted the dreams, Joseph offers his advice based  on 

the coming events.

2.  Some may consider this to be arrogant, since  he  was  called  to 

interpret the dreams and not asked for any advice.

3.  Joseph is confident in the fact that God has revealed the  future 

and he makes the next logical step.

4.  Since this is going to happen, here is what should be done.

5.  The impending years of famine  are  not  declared  to  be  DD  or 

judgment from God.

6.  If God was attempting to  devastate  Egypt,  there  would  be  no 

reason to make His future plans known.

7.  God uses this coming  catastrophe  to  promote  His  man  and  to 

deliver the family from being swallowed up by the Canaanite culture.

8.  The fact that God has made the future known to Pharaoh is for the 

very purpose of adjusting to it.

9.  These prophetic dreams indicate that He is allowing them to  have 

knowledge of the future.

10.  They cannot change the future, but they certainly can prepare for 

it.

11.  Again, the purpose for prophetic revelations is to allow  people 

the opportunity to adjust the  God's  plan  and  make  the  necessary 

provisions.

12.  This information demands that Pharaoh take decisive  action  and 

do so quickly.

13.  Apart from decisive action, a national disaster is imminent.

14.  The confidence of Joseph during his explanation as  compared  to 

the perplexity of the Egyptian brain trust would lend a  certain  air 

of authority to his advice.

15.  Joseph suggests that Pharaoh as the ultimate authority is  going 

to have to control this situation.

16.  He is going to have to delegate much authority,  since  one  man 

could not do all that would be required.

17.  Someone with a keen mind and  clear  thinking  must  be  put  in 

charge of the entire project.

18.  A man who has insight into the needs of the future and  who  can 

act in an appropriate way to meet those needs is needed.

19.   Although  one  man  could  oversee  the  entire  project  under 

Pharaoh's authority, he himself would need assistants  to  handle  so 

massive a project.

20.  Men would have to be stationed in every major and minor area  of 

Egypt to insure the gathering of the required crops.

21.  Some question arises as to whether or not this  was  a  20%  tax 

during the years of abundance, or whether these men were to use royal 

funds to acquire the produce.

22.  If they were buying the crops, during the seven years  of  great 

prosperity, the prices would be driven quite low.  Since Joseph later 

sells this back to the Egyptians it seems unlikely that  it  was  not 

procured in an honorable way.

23.  If it was a tax, it was hardly a hardship since it  would  be  a 

tax on the surplus.

24.  In any case, it is conceivable that much of the abundance  would 

have been wasted through careless mismanagement.

25.  In no way is this  plan  cruel  or  really  a  hardship  on  the 

Egyptians, since their own national well-being was at stake.

26.  These overseers were to gather the food  and  store  it  in  the 

cities, throughout the land, rather than in one central location.

27.  Provision was to be made so that the surplus was guarded  during 

the  time  it  was  to  be  stored,  protected  from  criminals   and 

unscrupulous types who could endanger the nation.

28.  All that was stored up was to  act  as  a  reserve  food  supply 

during the upcoming seven years of famine.

29.  Thus, the people of Egypt would be safe and secure in  spite  of 

the depression which was coming.

VS 37  NOW THE PROPOSAL  SEEMED  GOOD  TO  PHARAOH  AND  TO  ALL  HIS 

SERVANTS.  (and the word was good in the eyes of Phar and in the eyes 

of all his servants)

VS 38  THEN PHARAOH SAID TO HIS SERVANTS, "CAN WE  FIND  A  MAN  LIKE 

THIS, IN WHOM IS A DIVINE SPIRIT?"  (will we find like  this  one,  a 

man whom spirit of Elohiym in him?)

VS 39  SO PHARAOH SAID TO JOSEPH, "SINCE GOD HAS INFORMED YOU OF  ALL 

THIS, THERE IS NO ONE SO DISCERNING AND  WISE  AS  YOU  ARE.   (after 

Elohiym has caused you to know all this--there  does  not  exist  one 

being discerning and wise like you)

VS 40  "YOU SHALL BE OVER MY HOUSE, AND ACCORDING TO YOUR COMMAND ALL 

MY PEOPLE SHALL DO HOMAGE; ONLY IN THE THRONE I WILL BE GREATER  THAN 

YOU."  (you yourself will become over  my  household--and  upon  your 

mouth--Qal impf qwn normally to kiss, hence to show love, fidelity or 

allegiance=my people will be subservient or obedient to  you--all  my 

people--except the throne I will be great from you)

VS 41  AND PHARAOH SAID TO JOSEPH, "SEE I HAVE SET YOU OVER  ALL  THE 

LAND OF EGYPT."  (I have given you over all the land of Egypt)

VS 42  THEN PHARAOH TOOK OFF HIS SIGNET RING FROM HIS HAND,  AND  PUT 

IT ON JOSEPH'S HAND, AND CLOTHED HIM IN GARMENTS OF FINE  LINEN,  AND 

PUT THE GOLD NECKLACE AROUND HIS NECK.  (wc + Qal impf  rVc  to  turn 

aside, to go away, to depart, to remove--s.d.o + f.s.n tiBu tabba'ath 

a seal or signet, verb=to sink in or press in, to  impress  as  in  a 

soft material like clay--from upon his hand--and gave it upon hand of 

Joseph--wc + Hiphil impf wbl to cause to put on a garment,  to  dress 

someone--dgB a covering or  garment  of--m.s.n  ww  something  white, 

byssus, a  valuable  and  fine  fabric  made  from  exceedingly  fine 

material, linen, silk, etc--and put the chain of gold upon his neck)

VS 43  AND HE HAD HIM RIDE IN HIS SECOND CHARIOT; AND THEY PROCLAIMED 

BEFORE HIM, "BOW THE KNEE!" AND HE SET  HIM  OVER  ALL  THE  LAND  OF 

EGYPT.  (wc + Hiphil impf bkr to be carried or ride, in Hiphil to  be 

caused to ride--pref b + f.s.n bKrm a chariot, from the root rakhabh, 

something to ride in--which was to him--and they cried  before  him-- 

frbX an Egyptian word of dubious meaning, if derived  from  Heb.  frb 

looks like an imperative for "worship"!, most go with the meaning  to 

show homage or bow the knee--and he gave him over  all  the  land  of 

Mitsraim)

VS 44  MOREOVER, PHARAOH SAID TO JOSEPH, "{THOUGH} I AM PHARAOH,  YET 

WITHOUT YOUR PERMISSION NO ONE SHALL RAISE HIS HAND OR  FOOT  IN  ALL 

THE LAND OF EGYPT."  (and Pharaoh said to  Joseph--I  am  Phar.--v  + 

prep ydilB without, apart from, same word as used in vs 16 by  Joseph 

--not a man will cause to rise his hand or his foot in all  the  land 

of Egypt)

VS 45  THEN PHARAOH NAMED JOSEPH ZAPHENATH-PANEAH; AND  HE  GAVE  HIM 

ASENATH, THE DAUGHTER OF POTIPHERA PRIEST OF ON,  AS  HIS  WIFE.  AND 

JOSEPH WENT FORTH OVER THE LAND OF EGYPT.  (name=xniP tnpj tsaph nath 

pa' neach, an Egyptian name which scholars translate as  "the  savior 

or salvation of the age".  Josephus stated that it meant revealer  of 

the secrets--some say "the god speaks and he lives", some take it  to 

be a title, the head of the sacred college of magicians.  It seems to 

me that the first makes the most sense--and he have to him--'as nath, 

daughter of potiy phera'--as nath=the one belonging  to  Neith--potiy 

phera'=he whom Ra gave--a priest of On, a city which was  well  known 

for its worship of Ra, the sun God--so Joseph went out over  land  of 

Egypt)

SUMMARY VS 37-45

1.  Pharaoh and his advisors listen carefully  to  Joseph's  proposal 

and all reach the same conclusion.

2.  Since this man has the Divine ability and endowment to understand 

and interpret the enigmatic dreams, his counsel is well worth taking.

3.  If he is clear on that which  we  cannot  understand,  we  should 

listen to his advice on matters of how to handle it.

4.  They all recognize that Joseph is head and  shoulders  above  all 

their wisest men.

5.  This demonstrates  intellectual  honesty  and  a  keen  sense  of 

evaluating the facts which were before them.

6.  Even the others who had  been  frustrated  in  understanding  the 

dreams appear to have no animosity toward the exaltation of Joseph.

7.  This is an honorable  government,  led  by  men  who  were  truly 

interested in doing the right thing for their country.

8.  They did not resort to petty bickering or jealousy,  but  quickly 

reached a consensus that Joseph was the man for the hour.

9.  Sesostris mentions both to his advisors  and  to  Joseph  himself 

that he recognized that Joseph possessed a relationship to God  which 

he and his best men did not.

10.  That being the case, he exalts Joseph to the position of  second 

in command over all the land of Egypt.

11.  While he retains the right of supreme rule for himself, he makes 

it plain that the authority of Joseph will far exceed anyone  in  the 

entire nation.

12.  His authority will extend from the royal  house  to  the  common 

people in Egypt.

13.  To demonstrate his new position  and  authority,  Pharaoh  gives 

Joseph three items:

    a.  His signet ring, indicating that  Joseph  had  the  power  of 

        Pharaoh himself to make any transaction which was necessary.

    b.  His royal clothing, clothing such as was  worn  only  by  the 

        royal elite of Sesostris' court.

    c.  The gold necklace, which was  the  customary  mark  of  royal 

        approbation from an early period.

14.  He provides Joseph with the second chariot of Pharaoh which  was 

readily identifiable by anyone in Egypt.

15.  While not mentioned, he was  obviously  provided  with  suitable 

quarters commensurate with his new position.

16.  Anytime Joseph ventured forth from those quarters in  the  royal 

chariot, men would go before him demanding homage to his person.

17.  Thus Pharaoh exalted Joseph over all the land of Egypt.

18.  The plan of God for Joseph as revealed in the dreams when he was 

seventeen is virtually fulfilled.

19.  He is virtually the  absolute  ruler  of  one  of,  if  not  the 

greatest nations on the planet.

20.  Nothing has prevented the plan of God for his life including:

    a.  The ridicule and rejection by his brothers.

    b.  The rebuke of Jacob.

    c.  The fact he was stripped and sold as a common slave.

    d.  Working as a slave in a foreign land.

    e.  The temptation of Potiphar's wife.

    f.  Being accused and imprisoned for a crime he did not commit.

    g.  The unfaithfulness of the cupbearer.

21.  He is given complete control  over  all  the  Egyptians  and  is 

authority extends to even the most minute area of their lives.

22.  Failure to obey Joseph was failure to obey Pharaoh, and would be 

treated as such.

23.  Pharaoh concludes his exaltation of  Joseph  by  giving  him  an 

Egyptian name, which has a debated meaning.

24.  We can be certain that the name  communicated  the  station  and 

authority of Joseph in Egypt.

25.  He is also given an  Egyptian  wife,  to  further  solidify  his 

standing before the people.

26.  Not merely any wife and family was chosen this was a  family  of 

the highest standing in a city of great renown.

27.  On, aka, Heliopolis, was the center of the worship  of  Ra,  the 

sun god.

28.  From an early date there was a  great  temple,  with  a  learned 

priesthood, which held first  place  among  all  the  priesthoods  of 

Egypt.

30.  Joseph had been fully entered into the life and culture  of  the 

Egyptians since it was obviously Pharaoh's desire  to  eliminate  any 

prejudice which he might encounter.

31.  In spite of his complete immersion into Egypt,  Joseph  remained 

separate and continued his spiritual advance.

32.  He receives his right woman at the time of his exaltation,  whom 

he no doubt evangelized.  Jewish legend states that she renounced her 

past and became a worshiper of the true God.

33.  After all these things come to pass, Joseph  ventures  forth  to 

survey the entire land and begin to make arrangements to fulfill  his 

plan.

34.  None of the newfound  glamour,  prestige,  promotion,  finances, 

etc. turned his head.

35.  He remained occupied with his God,  and  continued  to  function 

just as he did before.

36.  It is evident throughout the life of Joseph  that  he  does  not 

allow his overt circumstances affect his level of application.

VS 46  NOW JOSEPH WAS THIRTY YEARS OLD WHEN HE STOOD BEFORE  PHARAOH, 

KING OF EGYPT. AND JOSEPH WENT OUT FROM THE PRESENCE OF PHARAOH,  AND 

WENT THROUGH ALL THE LAND OF EGYPT.  (now Joseph was son of  thirties 

year--pref b + Qal inf const dmi when he stood before Pharaoh=when he 

began his service in the royal court--and Joseph went out from before 

the faces of Pharaoh--and he crossed over, over all the land of Egypt

VS 47  AND DURING THE SEVEN YEARS OF PLENTY THE  LAND  BROUGHT  FORTH 

ABUNDANTLY.  (and the earth--wc + Qal impf hwi--in the seven years-- 

the abundance--pref l + m.p.n /mq a handful, a bundle=bumper crops)

VS 48  SO HE GATHERED ALL THE  FOOD  OF  {THESE}  SEVEN  YEARS  WHICH 

OCCURRED IN THE LAND OF EGYPT, AND PLACED THE FOOD IN THE CITIES;  HE 

PLACED IN EVERY CITY THE FOOD FROM ITS OWN SURROUNDING FIELDS.   (and 

he gathered all the food of seven  years  which  became--in  land  of 

Egypt--and he gave food in the cities--food of the field of the  city 

which was round about the city he gave in the midst of the city)

VS 49  THUS JOSEPH STORED UP GRAIN IN GREAT ABUNDANCE LIKE  THE  SAND 

OF THE SEA, UNTIL HE  STOPPED  MEASURING  {IT,}  FOR  IT  WAS  BEYOND 

MEASURE.  (Joseph--wc +Qal impf rbj to heap up or store up,  used  of 

corn, treasure, dirt, etc.--grain like the sand  of  the  sea--Hiphil 

inf abs hbr causing much--exceedingly=in great  abundance--prep  'adh 

until--conj kiy=when--Qal pf ldx to leave off, to cease, to  desist-- 

pref l + Qal inf const rpc to scrape  to  scratch,  to  inscribe,  to 

number--because there did  not  exist--m.s.n  rPcm  from  saphar,  to 

inscribe or number)

SUMMARY VS 46-49

1.  vs 46 fixes the date for us when Joseph was exalted  to  his  new 

position as prime minister of Egypt.

2.  Because we can fix the date by the age of Joseph (1669BC) and  we 

can fix his place in Egyptian history by the famine records,  we  can 

pinpoint Sesostris I as the pharaoh of record.

3.The vizier of Sesostris I was known by the Egyptians as Mentuhotep.

4.  An examinations of the inscriptions points  out  that  Mentuhotep 

possessed the following titles:

    Vizier, Chief  Judge,  Overseer  of  the  Double  granary,  Chief 

    treasurer, Wearer of the royal seal, Chief of all  the  works  of 

    the King, Pilot of the people, Giver of  good--sustaining  alive, 

    Favorite of the king.

5.  When we compare the titles, given by men who had  no  thought  of 

recognizing Joseph as Mentuhotep, to the titles and powers we see  in 

Genesis, there is little doubt that this man was Joseph.

6.  An incident which has not been dated  exactly,  recorded  in  the 

early XIIth dynasty, concerns the building of  a  canal  which  could 

well have doubled the tillable soil of the Nile valley.

7.  To this day among the natives it is known as the Canal of  Joseph 

and is so named on modern maps.

8.  What better reason can be imagined for planning  and  undertaking 

such a project than an impending famine?

9.  The seven years of abundance appear to have begun just about  the 

time Joseph was promoted and are dated 1669-1662BC.

10.  From this, we may accurately date the famine from 1661-1654BC.

11.  That dynasty XIII was contemporaneous with dynasty XII has  been 

readily demonstrated by Courville.

12.  Dynasty XIII has a name in the list which is clearly foreign  in 

origin and out of place, that being Aufni or Yufni.

13.  An understanding of the Egyptian hieroglyphs and the  manner  in 

which they are translated yields that alternate name of Yusef,  which 

is certainly similar to Joseph.  For example  the  name  Sesotris  is 

variously translated  as  Usertasen,  Usertsen,  Senwosert,  Sesusri, 

Sesonchis and still others, all based on the same hieroglyph.----

Aufni is translated as Yufni, Yufsi, Yufis, or Yusif

14.  The final part of vs 46 does not give us the details of Joseph's 

work, just that he went out and moved freely throughout the  land  of 

Egypt.

15.  He was clearly busy, planning and organizing  construction  pro- 

jects such as the canal.

16.  As well as seeking to  maximize  production  during  that  time, 

Joseph was busy planning and overseeing the gathering of the  20%  of 

the crops.

17.  He saw to it that each city had a storage area,  into  which  he 

placed the produce of the surrounding fields.

18.  He would place military men there to oversee the  gathering  and 

to guard the produce once it was stored.

19.  His projects were  so  successful  that  it  became  useless  to 

attempt to calculate the amount of grain which had been stored.

20.  This illustrates the fact that there is a time in  the  plan  of 

God to faith-rest our future and there is a time to prepare for it.

21.  Had Joseph or anyone else just sat around and  said,  "we  don't 

have to worry, God will take care of us", the country would have been 

devastated by the famine.

VS 50  NOW BEFORE THE YEAR OF FAMINE CAME,  TWO  SONS  WERE  BORN  TO 

JOSEPH, WHOM ASENATH, THE DAUGHTER OF POTIPHERA PRIEST OF ON, BORE TO 

HIM.  (and to Joseph were born two  sons,  before  the  year  of  the 

famine came)

VS 51  AND JOSEPH NAMED THE FIRST-BORN MANASSEH,  "FOR,"  {HE  SAID,} 

"GOD  HAS  MADE  ME  FORGET  ALL  MY  TROUBLE  AND  ALL  MY  FATHER'S 

HOUSEHOLD."   (and  Joseph  called  name  of  the  first   born--hWnM 

menashsheh=one who forgets--conj kiy--Elohiym--Piel pf hwn to forget, 

in Piel to completely forget  to  wipe  from  memory--all--m.s.n  lmi 

heavy wearisome labor, vexation, hardship, trouble--and all house  of 

my father)

VS 52  AND HE NAMED THE SECOND EPHRAIM, "FOR," {HE  SAID,}  "GOD  HAS 

MADE ME FRUITFUL IN THE LAND OF MY AFFLICTION."  (and he called  name 

of the second--,yrpX double fruit--because Elohiym caused me to  bear 

fruit in the land of--m.s.n yni affliction, misery, wretchedness)

SUMMARY VS 50-52

1.  During the seven years of prosperity, Joseph and his right  woman 

are blessed with two children.

2.  Joseph recognizes that children are a  blessing  from  the  Lord.  

Psalm 127:3-128:6

3.  The first he names  Manasseh,  which  loosely  means  causing  to 

forget.

4.  Obviously as Joseph reflected back on the events of his  previous 

family life, he could remember.

5.  These things, which seemed so painful at  the  time,  have  faded 

into insignificance.

6.  Joseph obviously does not forget in an absolute sense.

7.  His statement recognizes that as the believer relates the turmoil 

and pressures of his life to the Lord, God blesses him  by  softening 

the blows.

8.  Eventually the pain is removed, and this is what  Joseph  focuses 

on by the name of this son.

9.  Two specific areas of pain are mentioned:

    a.  all his trouble, which focuses on  the  tribulations  he  has 

        faced in Egypt.

    b.  all his father's household which focuses on the rejection and 

        mistreatment he suffered at their hands.

10.  Joseph has been provided with a family that is superior in every 

way to the family which treated him so shabbily.

11.  He is faithful to the standard of monogamy and his blessed  with 

a believing wife and two sons.

12.  His second son he names Ephraim, which means double fruit.

13.  This focuses on his positive accomplishments since  his  release 

from prison.

14.  Joseph has become exceedingly successful in  his  new  niche  in 

spite of the previous misery he had to endure.

15.  This is the nature of the blessings of God,  they  are  of  such 

quality that the believer is able to forget the  past  and  put  into 

perspective the various indignities he may have endured.

16.  During the period of his rejection by his  brothers,  Joseph  is 

provided  a  bride  from  the  Gentiles,   which   is   typologically 

significant.

VS 53  WHEN THE SEVEN YEARS OF PLENTY WHICH HAD BEEN IN THE  LAND  OF 

EGYPT CAME TO AN END,  (and the seven years of abundance which became 

in the land of Egypt were completed or finished)

VS 54  AND THE SEVEN YEARS OF FAMINE BEGAN TO COME,  JUST  AS  JOSEPH 

HAD SAID, THEN THERE WAS FAMINE IN ALL THE LANDS; BUT IN ALL THE LAND 

OF EGYPT THERE WAS BREAD.  (and seven years of  famine--wc  +  Hiphil 

impf llx in hiphil to loose,  to  open  or  begin--to  come--just  as 

Joseph said-- and famine became in all the lands--but in all the land 

of Egypt there became bread)

VS 55  SO WHEN ALL THE LAND OF EGYPT WAS FAMISHED, THE  PEOPLE  CRIED 

OUT TO PHARAOH FOR BREAD; AND PHARAOH SAID TO ALL THE EGYPTIANS,  "GO 

TO JOSEPH; WHATEVER HE SAYS TO YOU, YOU SHALL DO."  (all the land  of 

Egypt--wc + Qal impf bir to hunger--and the people cried to Phar. for 

bread--and Phar. said to all  the  Egyptians--Qal  imperv  halakh--to 

Joseph--that which he says to you--you will do)

VS 56  WHEN THE FAMINE WAS {SPREAD} OVER ALL THE FACE OF  THE  EARTH, 

THEN JOSEPH OPENED ALL THE STOREHOUSES, AND SOLD  TO  THE  EGYPTIANS; 

AND THE FAMINE WAS SEVERE IN THE LAND OF  EGYPT.   (when  the  famine 

became upon all the faces of the earth--and Joseph opened  all  which 

was in them (storehouses)--wc + Qal impf rbw spelled same as verb  to 

break, but means to buy or  sell  grain--to  the  Egyptians--and  the 

famine--wc + Qal impf qzx to tie fast, to  bind,  to  make  firm,  to 

strengthen, to be confirmed or established--in land of Mitsraim)

VS 57  AND {THE PEOPLE OF} ALL THE EARTH CAME TO EGYPT TO  BUY  GRAIN 

FROM JOSEPH, BECAUSE THE FAMINE WAS SEVERE IN ALL  THE  EARTH.   (and 

all the earth came to Egypt  to  buy  grain--to  Joseph--because  the 

famine was established in all the earth)

SUMMARY VS 53-57

1.  Just as Joseph had interpreted, and God had revealed through  the 

dreams, the years of abundance came to a decided end.

2.  The Hebrew is explicit that Joseph's words  were  not  relatively 

true, things developed exactly as he had stated.

3.  No doubt during the seven years of prosperity, the people thought 

that things were never going to change.

4.  It is clear from what occurs in these verses that they themselves 

did little or nothing to prepare for the impending disaster.

5.  This extended  famine  was  no  doubt  caused  by  climatological 

changes which prevented the annual inundation  of  the  land  by  the 

Nile.

6.  However there were significant changes in the regions round about 

Egypt as well, which produced similar famine conditions.

7.  How severe the famine could have  become  is  noted  by  Egyptian 

records of a famine during the years 1064-1071 AD.

8.  During this extended famine the people ate  corpses  and  animals 

which died during the time of famine.

9.  The Egyptians, like others, look to their government for  leader- 

ship during times of crisis and catastrophe.

10.  If the government is prepared, it can certainly be a  source  of 

help and comfort during times such as these.

11.  The regime of Sesostris  was  prepared,  but  only  due  to  the 

talents of one believer.

12.  The people of our nation cannot expect our government, which  is 

financially and spiritually bankrupt, to aid in a crisis, since  they 

are unprepared.

13.  Pharaoh demonstrates his complete  reliance  and  confidence  in 

Joseph and directs all his countrymen to him.

14.  As he sends them to Joseph, he  informs  them  that  Joseph  has 

absolute authority and is to be listened to and obeyed.

15.  Joseph does not immediately break into the storehouses of  food, 

but waits until the situation fully demands it.

16.  This demonstrates his wisdom, as he  recognized  that  even  the 

massive amounts of food must be made to last many years.

17.  No doubt when he did open the grain reserves, the  amounts  were 

rationed out according to careful measure.

18.  Certainly the guards which had been  stationed  at  these  grain 

elevators were put on keen alert during the time of the famine.

19.  As a good steward, and as the laws of supply and demand dictate, 

Joseph make the most of the economic opportunity he faced.

20.  He recognized that when people were hungry, money did  not  mean 

nearly as much.

21.  He knew that they would suffer a little hunger in order  not  to 

die of hunger.

22.  Even though the sale of grain had begun, the famine continued to 

be entrenched throughout the land.

23.  As the famine began and continued in  other  lands  than  Egypt, 

word got out that there was food to be bought in Egypt.

24.  People who were sufficiently close began to make the journey  to 

that land to purchase provisions.

25.  You can bet that no one quibbled about the price of corn  during 

that time as they faced starvation.

26.  vs 57 is a transition verse which clearly prepares us  for  what 

occurs in chapter 42.

