GENESIS CHAPTER 43

OUTLINE 

I.  Necessity of return to Egypt.  vs 1-2

II.  Judah becomes surety.  vs 3-10

III.  Jacob's acceptance of God's plan.  vs 11-15

IV.  Joseph entertains his brothers.  vs 16-34

VS 1  NOW THE FAMINE WAS SEVERE IN THE LAND.   (and  the  famine  was 

heavy in the land=region where Jacob lived)

VS 2  SO IT CAME ABOUT WHEN THEY HAD COMPLETELY FINISHED  EATING  THE 

GRAIN WHICH THEY HAD BROUGHT FROM EGYPT,  (wc + Qal impf  hayah--rwXK 

just as--Piel pf hlK to be completed or finished, Piel=totally done-- 

pref l + Qal inf const lkX--the grain which they had caused  to  come 

from Egypt)  THAT THEIR FATHER SAID TO  THEM,  "GO  BACK,  BUT  US  A 

LITTLE FOOD."  (Qal imperv bVw return!)

VS 3  JUDAH SPOKE TO HIM, HOWEVER, SAYING, "THE MAN  SOLEMNLY  WARNED 

US,  (Judah said to him saying--Hiphil inf ab + Hiphil pf dVi to turn 

back, to return, to repeat or do over again, in Hiphil, to  cause  to 

say or do again, to act as a witness, to testify, to affirm or affirm 

solemnly--pref b + 1cp)  'YOU  WILL  NOT  SEE  MY  FACE  UNLESS  YOUR 

BROTHER IS WITH YOU'  stfwd

VS 4  IF YOU SEND OUR BROTHER WITH US, WE WILL GO DOWN  AND  BUY  YOU 

FOOD.  (hypoth 'im--subst. wy + 2ms there exists with you=if you  are 

inclined or have determined--Piel part xlw sending--our brother  with 

us--Qal impf cohort dry let us descend and let us buy for you food)

VS 5  BUT IF YOU DO NOT SEND HIM, WE WILL NOT GO DOWN;  FOR  THE  MAN 

SAID TO US, 'YOU WILL NOT SEE MY FACE UNLESS  YOUR  BROTHER  IS  WITH 

YOU.'"  (and if there does not exist with you  sending--not  we  will 

descend)

SUMMARY VS 1-5

1.  The events of chapter 43 follow the events of chapter 42 by  only 

a few months.

2.  What food the nine brothers brought back was  not  sufficient  to 

last indefinitely.

3.  The famine in Canaan may have begun before the  famine  in  Egypt 

but has intensified over the preceding six months.

4.  Although Jacob was wealthy man with large flocks,  gradually  the 

famine was taking its toll.

5.  From 47:16ff it appears that even in times of severe famine,  the 

flocks and livestock were not consumed completely.

6.  There was no rain  in  Canaan  and  death  and  destruction  were 

everywhere and the situation was worsening.

7.  Jacob has put off dealing with the issue of sending  Benjamin  to 

Egypt as long as he possibly can.

8.  When you are confronted with unpleasant situations with which you 

should deal, avoiding them does not make them go away.

9.  Human nature is such that people do not like conflict  situations 

and seek as much as possible to avoid them.

10.  Avoiding problems does not address them or solve  them,  and  if 

you are in a position of authority, you are failing when you  do  not 

address issues of doctrine which surface.  Whether you are a  husband 

who caves in to a woman, a father who  does  not  make  his  children 

adhere to the straight and narrow, a  deacon  who  does  not  address 

problems or incompetence in his area, a PT who allows problems to  go 

unaddressed which he should address.

11.  Jacob tells the nine men that he wants them to return  to  Egypt 

and purchase a small amount of food.

12.  The request to return to Egypt and purchase anything once  again 

brings the issue of Benjamin forward.

13.  Judah, who has returned to the family a believer  who  has  been 

disciplined  and  has  learned  many  valuable   lessons,   including 

humility, steps forward and  displays  the  qualities  of  leadership 

which difficult situations demand.

14.  Judah has recovered spiritually and  has  resumed  his  rightful 

place in the family.

15.  Judah points out that Jacob  has  now  brought  up  the  subject 

through his request for food and he addresses it.

16.  He reminds Jacob that they had been taken  for  spies  and  that 

they had been solemnly warned not to return to Egypt without bringing 

their younger brother so that their words might be validated.

17.  Judah logically states that if  they  are  to  return  to  Egypt 

without Benjamin, they will be taken for spies and  surely  they  all 

would have been imprisoned.

18.  Of course, no one, including Jacob, would obtain any food  under 

these circumstances.

19.  He tells his father that a return trip  to  Egypt  is  fruitless 

unless Benjamin accompanies them.

20.  He speaks for the entire group, whom Jacob was obviously willing 

to expose to a potentially deadly situation.

21.  There can be no doubt that none of these  men  were  anxious  to 

return to Egypt and face potential imprisonment or even death,  which 

had been hinted at by Joseph in 42:20.

22.  Jacob now tries to send the nine without  Benjamin,  which  only 

evades the problem.

23.  Judah spells out the situation in black and white, so that  Jacob 

is forced to deal with the issue he faces when he says, "We  are  not 

going without Benjamin."

24.  If you seek to avoid or fail to address issue(s), God  will  use 

various means to bring these things before you so that  you  will  be 

forced to deal with it.

VS 6  THEN ISRAEL SAID, "WHY DID YOU TREAT ME SO BADLY BY TELLING THE 

MAN WHETHER YOU STILL HAD A BROTHER?"  (why did you cause evil to  me 

--to make plain to the man--h interrog. + adv dOi yet,  more,  again, 

farther, besides, still--to you all a brother)

VS 7  BUT THEY SAID, "THE MAN QUESTIONED PARTICULARLY  ABOUT  US  AND 

OUR RELATIVES, SAYING,  (Qal inf abs + Qal pf lXw asking  he  asked-- 

about us and about our relatives)  'IS YOUR FATHER STILL ALIVE?  HAVE 

YOU ANOTHER BROTHER?'  stfwd  SO WE ANSWERED HIS QUESTIONS.  COULD WE 

POSSIBLY KNOW THAT HE WOULD SAY, 'BRING YOUR BROTHER DOWN'?"  (and we 

made plain to him--upon mouth of these  words=because  he  asked--Qal 

inf abs + Qal impf idy knowing will we know=do  you  think  we  could 

anticipate this?--they he will say--cause your brother to descend)

SUMMARY VS 6-7

1.  For the first time since chapter 37 the name is Israel is used in 

vs 6.

2.  This is done to point out that Jacob is still a  mature  believer 

in spite of his areas of weakness and his failure to  faith-rest  the 

matter of Benjamin.

3.  To state that this name is used here because he is acting like  a 

mature believer is incorrect, he is not.

4.  Jacob does not like the situation he  finds  himself  in  and  so 

seeks to blame someone for this.

5.  God is working all things  together  for  his  good,  but  he  is 

convinced that God and everyone else is against him.

6.  He blames his sons for the fact that Joseph has demanded  to  see 

Benjamin.

7.  He views things only in terms of how they affect him.

8.  This is not the mark of one who is more concerned for others than 

himself, but one who is self-centered and self absorbed.

9.  As a matter of fact, he is willing  to  expose  everyone  in  the 

family to potential death in order to protect himself.

10.  This manifests a selfish, self-centered attitude which seeks  to 

protect self at all costs and does not even consider  the  impact  of 

such action on those around him.

11.  The believer is  to  possess  and  function  under  a  different 

attitude.  Phil. 2:5ff

12.  The other sons now chime in with Judah in seeking to talk reason 

to their father.

13.  They logically point out that there was no way they  could  have 

anticipated the present developments  based  on  the  mere  questions 

about their family.

14.  From 42:13 it appears  that  they  volunteered  the  information 

about their family, but 44:19 confirms that  Joseph  did  indeed  ask 

them for this information.

15.  Jacob accuses them of  having  loose  lips  and  bringing  these 

problems on him.

16.  Who raised these boys?

17.  They point out that they did not do anything  more  than  answer 

questions which they were asked by the ruler in Egypt.

18.  Here they rightly defend  themselves  against  the  unreasonable 

charges of one functioning under h/vp fear.

19.  The fact is that they were in Egypt  at  the  command  of  their 

father, doing exactly what he had instructed them to do.

VS 8  AND JUDAH SAID TO HIS FATHER ISRAEL, "SEND THE LAD WITH ME, AND 

WE WILL ARISE AND  GO,   (Qal  imperv  emphatic  xlw--d.a.  +  na'ar, 

comparatively young compared to Judah--v + Qal impf cohort.  mVq  let 

us arise--and walk)  SO THAT WE NAY LIVE AND NOT DIE, WE AS  WELL  AS 

YOU AND OUR LITTLE ONES.  (v + Qal impf chayah--and not we will die-- 

including we, including you, including--m.s.n [u little children from 

the verb [pu to be brisk or nimble, to trip or skip along)

VS 9  I MYSELF WILL BE SURETY FOR HIM;  (I--Qal impf bri  to  mix  or 

interchange, used of mixing in business, bartering or  trading,  used 

of mixing or interchanging with someone, becoming  surety,  as  here)  

YOU MAY HOLD ME RESPONSIBLE FOR HIM.  (from my  hand  you  will  seek 

him)  IF I DO NOT BRING HIM TO YOU AND SET HIM BEFORE YOU, THE LET ME 

BEAR THE BLAME BEFORE YOU FOREVER.  (if not I caused him to  come  to 

you-- wc + Hiphil pf gjy to make to stand, to  set  or  place--before 

you--wc + Qal pf Xux to sin, to become guilty--to you--all the days)

VS 9  FOR IF WE HAD NOT DELAYED, SURELY BY NOW WE COULD HAVE RETURNED 

TWICE."  (conj kiy--conj ylVl compound of Vl + neg Xl if not, except, 

unless.  This signifies that something  which  is  said  actually  is 

true, in that sense similar to Greek  1st  class  condition--Hithpael 

Hhm to deny or refuse, in Hith. to turn back, to  delay  or  linger-- 

conj kiy + adv 'atah=so that now--we returned this two times)

SUMMARY VS 8-10

1.  The brothers have all joined the conversation  and  attempted  to 

defend their actions to Jacob.

2.  This activity is fruitless and Judah once again steps forward and 

gets the conversation back to the main issue at hand.

3.  When you are facing a problem  of  any  sort,  conversations  can 

quickly degenerate to accusations and defenses  and  you  can  easily 

lose sight of the real issue.

4.  The key to successfully resolving any problem is to  avoid  being 

side-tracked and dealing with the issue at hand.

5.  Judah steps forward and addresses the real issue, that being  the 

issue of whether or not Benjamin is going.

6.  Judah sees clearly that they have no real alternative  except  to 

return to Egypt for food.

7.  If that is the case, the only possible solution is  for  Benjamin 

to accompany them.

8.  Judah attempts to lessen his father's fears  by  taking  personal 

responsibility for the young man.

9.  The willingness to accept responsibility and make clear decisions 

are signs of the leadership qualities Judah obviously possessed.

10.  While Reuben sought to use situations to advance himself and  to 

regain his father's approbation, Judah  is  actually  concerned  with 

what is best for everyone involved.

11.  His desire is to help and resolve this and bring the matter to a 

successful conclusion.

12.  He does not offer his children or family as hostages, as  Reuben 

had, he offers himself.

13.  His concern is not so much with himself as is evidenced  at  the 

end of vs 8, as he points out that this course of action ensures  the 

welfare of all involved, not to mention Simeon.

14.  He applies from a heart  which  is  not  contaminated  with  STA 

motives.

15.  The reference to death was not an idle word, since no doubt many 

had died in Canaan as a result of this extended famine.

16.  In the strongest possible terms, Judah emphasizes to his  father 

that he is willing to take full responsibility for the young man.

17.  Judah speaks as a father who has lost a son,  and  his  proposal 

carries all the more weight due to that fact.

18.  He is willing to risk permanent guilt before his father,  as  he 

pledges himself to  do  anything  and  everything  which  is  humanly 

possible to guarantee the safe return of Benjamin.

19.  Many believers talk a good fight, and no doubt  many  have  good 

intentions, but few are willing to put themselves on the line to make 

their applications.

20.  The believer who intends to excel in PH3 must be  one  who  does 

not merely know the right thing to do, or even intend to do the right 

thing, he does it regardless of personal cost.

21.  Judah closes with a practical observation  concerning  the  fact 

that delay has not been productive in the past and further delay will 

not be productive.

22.  Jacob's delay has not resulted in avoiding the issue he did  not 

want to deal with, it has only put it off; and deal with it  now,  he 

must.

VS 11  THEN THEIR FATHER ISRAEL SAID TO THEM, "IF SO, THEN  DO  THIS: 

TAKE SOME OF THE BEST PRODUCTS OF THE LAND IN YOUR BAGS,  (hypoth 'im 

+ adv ]k--then this manufacture--take--pref m + f.s.n hrmz singing or 

music, a song, here used of that which is praised  or  celebrated  in 

Canaan--of the land--among your vessels)  AND CARRY DOWN TO  THE  MAN 

AS A PRESENT, A LITTLE BALM AND A  LITTLE  HONEY,  AROMATIC  GUM  AND 

MYRRH, PISTACHIO NUTS AND ALMONDS.  (and cause to descend to the  man 

--f.s.n hxnm a gift, usually given to  one  to  placate  them--yrj  a 

balsam which is distilled in Gilead from a  tree  or  fruit  of  that 

region, used for wounds--and a little wbD honey, but not  necessarily 

from bees, which they could have gotten in Egypt,  this  honey  comes 

from grapes, boiled down to a  third  or  half--gum  and  myrrh  were 

discussed in 37:25--m.p.n mynuB pistacia, pistacio nuts--and almonds)

VS 12  AND TAKE DOUBLE MONEY IN YOUR HAND, AND TAKE BACK IN YOUR HAND 

THE MONEY THAT WAS RETURNED IN THE MOUTH OF YOUR  SACKS;  PERHAPS  IT 

WAS A MISTAKE.  (take--silver, a second or double--in your hands--and 

cause to return in your hands the silver which was caused  to  return 

in the mouth of your sacks--adv.ylVX perhaps--m.s.n hGwm  verb  means 

to go astray or err inadvertently, to make a mistake, an oversight)

VS 13  TAKE YOUR BROTHER ALSO, AND ARISE, RETURN TO THE  MAN;   (your 

brother in emphatic position)

VS 14  AND MAY EL SHADDAY GRANT YOU COMPASSION IN THE  SIGHT  OF  THE 

MAN,  (v + yDw lX El of many breasts--Qal impf nathan--to  you  all-- 

m.p.n ,ymxr lit the bowels or inward parts, the seat of the emotions, 

esp. compassion, mercy, affection--to the face of the man)   SO  THAT 

HE MAY RELEASE TO YOU YOUR OTHER BROTHER AND BENJAMIN.   (wc  +  Piel 

impf shalach--to you all--your brother the other and  Ben.)   AND  AS 

FOR ME, AND AS FOR ME, JUST AS I WAS BEREAVED, I  AM  BEREAVED  NOW."  

(v + pers pron--pref k + rel pron=just as--Qal pf lkw to be childless 

or bereaved of children, Jacob is saying just as he went through  the 

loss of Joseph, he is now prepared to  go  through  another  loss  if 

necessary)

VS 15  SO THE MEN TOOK THIS PRESENT, AND THEY TOOK DOUBLE  THE  MONEY 

IN THEIR HAND, AND BENJAMIN;  THEN THEY AROSE AND WENT DOWN TO  EGYPT 

AND STOOD BEFORE JOSEPH.  

SUMMARY VS 11-15

1.  The words of Judah and the events that have unfolded have made it 

plain to Jacob that he cannot avoid sending Benjamin to Egypt.

2.  He has done everything in his power to avoid  dealing  with  this 

but he cannot any longer do so.

3.  The famine has reached a critical point and  the  safety  of  the 

entire clan is at stake.

4.  Once Jacob realizes that this trip is  inevitable,  he  does  all 

that he can to contribute to a successful conclusion.

5.  He knows that people are swayed by gifts and  so  once  again  he 

resorts to planning an elaborate gift to placate the  supposed  wrath 

of an individual with whom he must deal.  Esau and the elaborate gift 

of Gen. 33

6.  He advises his sons to load supplies which were not indigenous to 

the land of Egypt and take them with them.

7.  This included  certain  luxuries  as  well  as  items  which  the 

Egyptians were known to use.

8.  He also instructs them to take plenty of money with them,  double 

the original amount.

9.  They were also to take back the original money which  they  found 

in their bags.

10.  Apparently no one had used any of that money since  they  likely 

knew that one day they would have to return to Egypt.

11.  So he sends back the original amount, and double that so that if 

they are charged with  financial  impropriety  they  may  demonstrate 

their integrity.

12.  Jacob suggests that the money they  found,  which  to  them  was 

indicative of their bad luck, was merely an oversight on the part  of 

the Egyptians.

13.  Lastly he tells them to take Benjamin as  well  and  depart  for 

Egypt.

14.  The only reason that Jacob is able to finally make  this  hurdle 

in his thinking is that he once again has his focus on  God  and  not 

the events he is facing.

15.  He refers to God as El Shadday, a term first introduced  by  God 

Himself in Gen. 17.

16.  This focuses not only on the omnipotent power of  God,  but  the 

joy which God brings to the believer who is rightly related to him.

17.  Jacob is now occupied with the most important  of  relationships 

and the value of God to him personally.

18.  This relationship transcends even the  most  intimate  of  human 

relationships and should cause the believer to keep things  in  their 

proper perspective.

19.  Though one suffer loss in any area, or the  loss  of  any  close 

personal relationship, he still has the fellowship  and  blessing  of 

the true God.

20.  This can sustain one through the most difficult  times  in  life 

and provide confidence in the face of apparent disasters.

21.  Jacob has faith that God can and will deliver his sons, and  can 

sway the heart of the ominous man.

22.  That they were all afraid of the man and expected only the worst 

from him is evident.

23.  Yet Jacob knows that God is not limited in power and  can  cause 

even your enemies to be at peace with you.

24.  While Jacob has confidence in these facts,  he  also  recognizes 

that he does not know what the future holds in terms  of  God's  will 

for himself.

25.  He is confident that God can deliver them, but if  He  does  not 

and Jacob loses all his sons, he is prepared to accept it.

26.  He states that he had lost a son before and that he had survived 

that loss.

27.  If this is what God deals to him, he will play the hand.

28.  Jacob has a certain amount of confidence which his sons probably 

did not have despite his uncertainty about the future.

29.  They are faced with a trip to a hostile place, not knowing  what 

awaited them there.

30.  Joseph is having his revenge, since this is exactly what he  had 

faced when they cruelly sold him.

31.  They take all as they  were  commanded  and  set  off  on  their 

journey a very apprehensive group.

32.  Little do they  or  Jacob  realize  that  God  is  going  to  do 

exceedingly abundantly beyond what they could ask or think.

33.  Jacob will not only receive Simeon and Benjamin  back,  he  will 

receive his dead son Joseph!!

VS 16  WHEN JOSEPH SAW BENJAMIN WITH  THEM,  HE  SAID  TO  HIS  HOUSE 

STEWARD, "BRING THE MEN INTO THE HOUSE, AND SLAUGHTER AND MAKE READY; 

FOR THE MEN ARE TO DINE WITH ME AT NOON."  (he said to the  one  over 

his household--cause the men to come into the house--Qal  imperv  xbu 

to slay or slaughter--m.s.n  xbu something  slain--and  make  ready-- 

because with me the men will eat--pref b + d.a. + rhj lit. light, the 

dual = double light, midday or noon)

VS 17  SO THE MAN DID AS JOSEPH SAID, AND BROUGHT THE MEN TO JOSEPH'S 

HOUSE.  just as, exactly as, sign of a good servant

VS 18  NOW THE MEN WERE AFRAID, BECAUSE THEY WERE BROUGHT TO JOSEPH'S 

HOUSE;  AND THEY SAID,  (the men feared)  "ON ACCOUNT  OF  THE  MONEY 

THAT WAS RETURNED TO OUR SACKS THE  FIRST  TIME  THAT  WE  ARE  BEING 

BROUGHT IN,   (prep  li  about  or  concerning--the  silver  the  one 

returning in our sacks--pref b + d.a. + f.s.n hLxT t chillah  at  the 

beginning, previously--we are being caused to come)  SO THAT  HE  MAY 

SEEK OCCASION AGAINST US AND FALL ON US, AND TAKE US FOR SLAVES  WITH 

OUR DONKEYS."  (pref l + Hithpael inf const  llG  to  roll,  in  roll 

oneself is to rush on or attack--prep  'al=against us--v + pref  l  + 

Hithpael inf const lpn when followed by 'al to rush upon or  attack-- 

and to take us for slaves and our donkeys.)

VS 19  SO THEY CAME NEAR TO JOSEPH'S HOUSE STEWARD AND SPOKE  TO  HIM 

AT THE ENTRANCE OF THE HOUSE.  (so they approached the man,  who  was 

over house of Joseph--and spoke to him at opening of the house)

VS 20  AND SAID, "OH, MY LORD, WE INDEED CAME DOWN THE FIRST TIME  TO 

BUY FOOD,  (part of entreaty yB lit a prayer or  asking  or  request, 

some suggest it is used in the  sense  of  first  asking  for  pardon 

before making the request.  Always followed by "my lord"--Qal inf abs 

+ Qal pf dry we certainly came down--in the beginning to buy food)

VS 21  AND IT CAME ABOUT WHEN WE CAME TO THE LODGING PLACE,  THAT  WE 

OPENED OUR SACKS, AND BEHOLD, EACH MAN'S MONEY WAS IN  THE  MOUTH  OF 

HIS SACK, OUR MONEY IN FULL.  (when we  came  to  lodging  place,  we 

opened our sacks and behold, silver or a man at the mouth of his sack 

--our silver in full weight)  SO WE HAVE BROUGHT IT BACK IN OUR HAND.

VS 22  WE HAVE ALSO BROUGHT DOWN OTHER MONEY IN OUR HAND TO BUY FOOD; 

WE DO NOT KNOW WHO PUT OUR MONEY IN OUR SACKS."  (we do not know  who 

placed our silver in our sacks)

VS 23  AND HE SAID, "BE AT EASE, DO NOT BE AFRAID.  (peace to you all 

--neg lX + Qal impf Xry stop fearing,  immediate  prohibition)   YOUR 

GOD AND THE GOD OF YOUR FATHER HAS GIVEN YOU TREASURE IN YOUR  SACKS;  

(your Elohiym and Elohiym of  your  father--gave  to  you  all--m.s.n 

]Onum mat mon, a place where anything valuable is hidden or buried, a 

hidden store of treasure, treasure in general--in your sacks)  I  HAD 

YOUR MONEY."  THEN HE BROUGHT SIMEON OUT TO THEM.  (your silver  came 

to me, I received your payment for the grain--and he caused Simeon to 

come out to them)

VS 24  THEN THE MAN BROUGHT THE MEN INTO JOSEPH'S HOUSE AND GAVE THEM 

WATER, AND THEY WASHED THEIR FEET; AND HE GAVE THEIR DONKEYS  FODDER.  

(the man=the steward--the men=the brothers)

VS 25  SO THEY PREPARED THE PRESENT  FOR  JOSEPH'S  COMING  AT  NOON;  

(and they made ready the present, see vs 11 the minchah--as  far  as= 

by the time Joseph came in at noon)  FOR THEY  HAD  HEARD  THAT  THEY 

WERE TO EAT A MEAL THERE.  (because they heard that there  they  will 

eat bread)

SUMMARY VS 16-25

1.  Some interpreters have suggested that Joseph was  merely  seeking 

to ascertain the state of his younger  brother,  Benjamin,  and  once 

this was done he ceased any sort of revenge tactics.

2.  This is obviously not true based on the events  which  follow  in 

Gen. 44.

3.  What Joseph is doing, is keeping these men completely off balance 

by  feigning  anger  and  hostility  one  minute  and  kindness   and 

gentleness the next.

4.  This results in great confusion on their part, not  knowing  what 

to expect next.

5.  This was exactly the sort of emotions and fears which Joseph  had 

to deal with after he was sold to foreigners.

6.  Once he  sees  that  they  have  arrived  with  Benjamin,  Joseph 

instructs his chief steward to prepare an elaborate  meal  for  these 

men and make ready for them to join him at noon.

7.  Like any good servant,  he  does  not  question  his  master,  he 

immediately begins to do what he has been told.

8.  Since they were unprepared for Joseph's hospitality, they  feared 

the worst, supposing that this was a judicial summons.

9.  They are fearful of the outcome and have no desire to go into the 

home of Joseph at all.

10.  Although they had done nothing wrong  on  their  first  trip  to 

Egypt, they are instinctively fearful and their conscience  no  doubt 

still has some sense of the wrong they did to their brother.  42:21ff

11.  They assume that Joseph is merely baiting them to  come  to  his 

house so that he  can  accuse  them  and  then  assess  the  accepted 

punishment for their crime.

12.  They now know what it feels like to be at the mercy  of  someone 

that they  cannot  trust,  although  they  are  totally  innocent  or 

wrongdoing.

13.  Joseph is successfully taking his revenge.

14.  They draw the chief steward aside, outside the house since  they 

are afraid to enter, and begin to explain their story.

15.  They are quite humble and plead their case, hoping that they can 

convince him so that he may later plead their case to Joseph.

16.  They give him the basic facts in  a  condensed  version  of  the 

events which had transpired.

17.  They point out that they did indeed find  their  money  back  in 

their sacks, but that they were too far away to return at that point.

18.  To demonstrate their honesty, they have returned with the  money 

and brought other money to purchase more food.

19.  How the money got in their sacks they could not  say,  but  they 

implied that they had nothing to do with it and it was so  mysterious 

as to defy explanation.

20.  They are likely surprised to hear  the  steward  say  that  they 

should relax and stop being afraid.

21.  Their fear and trepidation was obvious to this man who had never 

met them before.

22.  He makes a statement which no doubt shocked them when he  states 

that their God and the God of their father had provided  treasure  in 

their sacks.

23.  The way he phrased his comment did not allow for a  polytheistic 

interpretation of his words.

24.  He speaks of the true God, indicating  that  he  himself  was  a 

believer.

25.  He did not say that he took their money and returned it  to  the 

sacks, he merely states that he had their money in full for the  food 

which they had purchased.

26.  Just before they reach the door to the house Simeon is  restored 

to the men, after being in prison several months.

27.  This, along with the steward's pacifying  and  encouraging  tone 

and the fact that he was a worshiper of the true  God,  did  much  to 

ease their troubled minds.

28.  The steward was under very specific orders  from  Joseph  as  to 

what to say and how to deal with these men.

29.  They enter the house somewhat relieved to find out that this  is 

not a summons to be tried as criminals, but an invitation to dinner.

30.  They are provided the customary hospitality of  water  to  clean 

their dusty feet and even food for their animals.

31.  While they were waiting for the arrival of Joseph and the  meal, 

they busied themselves making certain that  they  had  the  items  in 

order which they had brought with them.

VS 26  WHEN JOSEPH CAME HOME,THEY BROUGHT INTO THE HOUSE TO  HIM  THE 

PRESENT WHICH WAS IN THEIR HAND AND BOWED TO THE GROUND  BEFORE  HIM.  

VS 27  THEN HE ASKED THEM ABOUT THEIR WELFARE, AND SAID, "IS YOUR OLD 

FATHER WELL, OF WHOM YOU SPOKE?  IS HE STILL ALIVE?"  (and  he  asked 

to them--pref l + ,Olw concerning their peace or welfare--and he said 

--peace of your father?--the old man whom you talked of--yet alive?)

VS 28  AND THEY SAID, "YOUR SERVANT OUR FATHER IS WELL; HE  IS  STILL 

ALIVE."  (peace to your servant, to our father--yet alive)  AND  THEY 

BOWED DOWN IN HOMAGE.  (wc + Qal impf ddq to bow the head, as opposed 

to the verb which follows, to bow down to the ground--wc + Hith. impf 

hxw)

VS 29  AS HE LIFTED HIS  EYES  AND  SAW  HIS  BROTHER  BENJAMIN,  HIS 

MOTHER'S SON, HE SAID,  stfwd  "IS THIS  YOUR  YOUNGEST  BROTHER,  OF 

WHOM YOU SPOKE TO ME?"  (is this your brother the small whom you said 

to me)  AND HE SAID, "MAY GOD BE GRACIOUS TO YOU, MY SON."   (Elohiym 

word order here emphasizes subject, God--Qal impf ]nx to be favorably 

inclined toward, to favor someone,  to  extend  favor,  grace,  pity, 

etc.)

VS 30  AND JOSEPH HURRIED OUT FOR HE  WAS  DEEPLY  STIRRED  OVER  HIS 

BROTHER, AND HE SOUGHT A PLACE  TO  WEEP;   (and  Joseph  hurried  or 

rushed--conj kiy--m.p.n ,ymxr the bowels, the seat  of  the  emotions 

esp. the tender emotions, affection, etc.--Niphal pf rmK to grow got, 

to become warm, to glow--to his brother--and he sought to weep)   AND 

HE ENTERED AN INNER ROOM AND WEPT THERE.  (and he  came--h  locale  + 

d.a. + m.s.n rdx verb means to surround or enclose, the  noun=a  room 

or chamber which is private, a hidden place)

VS 31  THEN HE WASHED HIS FACE,  AND  CAME  OUT;  AND  HE  CONTROLLED 

HIMSELF AND  SAID,  "SERVE  THE  MEAL."   (wc  +  Qal  impf  /xr--his 

face--and went out--wc + Hithpael impf qpX 7X, to hold, to hold fast, 

to show strength by holding something, in Hith. to hold  oneself,  to 

restrain oneself from giving in  to  grief,  anger,  love,  etc.--and 

said, place the bread)

SUMMARY VS 26-31

1.  Joseph is a man who is quite busy with the affairs of state,  and 

is gone all that morning after giving orders to his servant.

2.  His servant has faithfully complied with  his  commands  and  the 

brothers are assembled at his house for lunch.

3.  As soon as Joseph arrives, they show the appropriate respect  and 

present him with the gifts which they had brought with them.

4.  Joseph does not even acknowledge the gift, but remains  cool  and 

aloof.

5.  He  casually  asks  about  the  welfare  of  their  father,  even 

referring to him as their old father.

6.  Joseph is keenly interested, but in order to continue his charade 

and punish them further he feigns a lack of interest.

7.  They reply courteously, providing news  which  no  doubt  stirred 

Joseph in the soul.

8.  They continue to be as obsequious as possible and bow  in  homage 

at his feet, unwittingly fulfilling prophecy.

9.  Naturally, next to his father, his only full brother would be the 

next most dear thing to Joseph.

10.  He inquires about Benjamin, although he knows full well  who  he 

is.

11.  Before they can respond, Joseph  somewhat  betrays  himself  and 

ceases to play the part of an Egyptian lord of high estate.

12.  His natural affection for his father and brother gets the better 

of him and he pronounces  a  blessing  on  the  young  man,  whom  he 

addresses as son due to the difference in their ages.   Benjamin  was 

only one or two when Joseph was sold, now is 23-24.

13.  The Hebrew text is  quite  expressive  as  it  records  Joseph's 

emotional response within, his cool outward demeanor notwithstanding.

14.  His compassion grew warm, and his feelings got the better of him 

and he could not help but express himself in tears.

15.  Having found out that his father was well and seeing his brother 

he had a true affection for was too much for him to take.

16.  These affections which he had to suppress in order  to  continue 

his revenge tactics momentarily became uncontrollable.

17.  That Joseph loved his family, and loved them deeply, is evident.

18.  True compassion and the expression of love is neutralized by the 

STA.

19.  Believers are exhorted to put off the STA  actions  of  MAS  and 

revenge tactics and put on such attitudes  as  compassion,  kindness, 

gentleness and patience.

20.  This will manifest itself in the overt actions of forgiving  one 

another, and avoiding MAS and revenge tactics.

21.  In this way, the believer emulates the attitudes and actions  of 

his Heavenly Father.  Lk. 15:20; James 5:11

22.  Joseph is miserable at this point, since his desire to  continue 

to punish these men is given expression, and he must suppress what he 

knows is right in his soul.

23.  Taking revenge is miserable and messy business and each believer 

has to intentionally reject what he knows to be correct.

24.  This is the evil nature of the STA, it entices  us  to  do  that 

which is opposed to doctrine, and when we succumb, we are repaid with 

slavery, death and misery.  John 8:34ff; Rom. 6:23

25.  The only rescue from the STA comes via the WOG.  Jn. 8:31ff

26.  This passage demonstrates that one with a great  amount  of  the 

truth can intentionally overrule the doctrine they have and  do  very 

foolish things under the STA.

27.  This momentary STA lapse does  not  diminish  the  greatness  of 

Joseph in any way.

28.  This is one reason believers are encouraged not  to  spend  time 

evaluating each other; since you may just catch any given believer at 

a bad time in their life.

29.  They may be a great believer, having an STA lapse, and you write 

them off as a reversionist.

30.  First it is not your prerogative  to  evaluate  the  servant  of 

another (Rom. 14:4) and second you  do  not  possess  all  the  facts 

(ICor. 4:5)  third,  you  bring  judgment  on  yourself  for  passing 

judgment (James 4:11-12, 5:9)

31.  Joseph must remove himself from their presence temporarily so he 

can get control of his emotions.

32.  He departs from  them  and  cries  freely  until  the  pain  and 

pressure in his soul abates.

33.  Having done so and returned, he orders that the lunch be served.

VS 32  SO THEY SERVED HIM BY HIMSELF, AND THEM BY THEMSELVES, AND THE 

EGYPTIANS, WHO ATE WITH HIM, BY THEMSELVES;  (and they placed to  him 

--pref l + m.s.n dB prop. a separation,  something  being  separated, 

with pref l =separately, apart, alone.  Used 3x in this verse--and to 

them by themselves--and to the Mitsriym , the ones eating with  him-- 

by themselves, separately)  BECAUSE THE EGYPTIANS COULD NOT EAT BREAD 

WITH THE HEBREWS, FOR THAT IS AN ABOMINATION TO THE EGYPTIANS.  (conj 

kiy=explanation--the Mitsriym--neg Xl + Qal impf lky were  not  able, 

this construction used for permanent prohibition, not  just  in  this 

instance--to eat  bread  with  the  'ibhriym--conj  kiy--f.s.n  hbiOT 

something abominable, something  which  is  loathsome  and  despised, 

something which is disgusting and  offensive  to  one,  esp.  in  the 

religious realm--this is to the Mitsrayim)

VS 33  NOW THEY SAT BEFORE  HIM,  THE  FIRST-BORN  ACCORDING  TO  HIS 

BIRTHRIGHT AND THE YOUNGEST ACCORDING TO HIS YOUTH,  (wc +  Qal  impf 

bwy--before him--the firstborn according to his  birthright--and  the 

little or small one according to his smallness)  AND THE  MEN  LOOKED 

AT ONE ANOTHER IN ASTONISHMENT.  (and the men--wc + Qal impf  HmT  to 

be astounded, dumbfounded, bewildered, to marvel  or  be  astonished.  

Often times used with an element of fear or surprise of events  which 

startle one.  Use in Isa 13:8 of US response to nuclear holocaust-- a 

man to his friend or companion)

VS 34  AND  HE  TOOK  PORTIONS  TO  THEM  FROM  HIS  OWN  TABLE;  BUT 

BENJAMIN'S PORTION WAS FIVE TIMES AS MUCH AS ANY OF THEIRS.  (and  he 

lifted up portions from with him--to them--and  portion  of  Benjamin 

was great or  much  from  portions  of  them=superlative  comparison, 

Benjamin's portion was greatest or  largest)   SO  THEY  FEASTED  AND 

DRANK FREELY WITH HIM.  (wc + Qal impf htw to drink, often  with  the 

idea of pleasure, to drink together with=to party--wc + Qal impf  rkw 

to drink to the full, to drink to hilarity, to drink  all  you  want, 

can even refer to drinking too much, drunkenness--with him   SO  THEY 

PARTIED AND DRANK PLENTY WITH HIM)

SUMMARY VS 32-34

1.  The seating order at the meal was the customary one  employed  in 

Egypt.

2.  The Egyptians were quite exclusive when it  came  to  foreigners, 

and Joseph was correct in not flaunting Egyptian custom.

3.  Joseph, who had apparently been inducted into the priestly  caste 

and was a state official was served alone.

4.  Other Egyptians who were his guests that day are served alone  at 

a table set aside for them, since it was inappropriate for Joseph  to 

eat with those beneath him.

5.  The 11  Hebrews  were  served  at  their  own  table,  since  the 

Egyptians would not eat with, or even use the utensils of foreigners, 

whom they believed to kill and eat animals sacred to the Egyptians.

6.  Herodotus states that "no Egyptian would use the knife,  or  fork 

or saucepan of a Greek, nor would any eat  the  flesh  of  any  clean 

animal which had been cut with a Greek's knife."

7.  On this count, they certainly resemble  the  exclusivity  of  the 

Jews, as they became mired in legalism.

8.  They were given a place directly  in  front  of  Joseph  for  two 

reasons:

    a.  So he could readily observe them during the meal.

    b.  So he could make sure they kept their eyes on  their  unusual 

        host.

9.  Most interpreters state that the seating arrangement of vs 33 was 

arranged by Joseph beforehand, but the Bible does not say this.

10.  It merely says that they sat before him by the  order  of  their 

birth, which could have been arranged by Joseph, or could  have  been 

done by the men themselves.

11.  In any case, they are completely  dumbfounded  at  the  turn  of 

events since they returned to Egypt, facing death or imprisonment  as 

they supposed.

12.  Joseph now does something which is further  designed  to  incite 

his brothers and provoke some reaction from them.

13.  He shows intentional favoritism to Benjamin  by  providing  food 

from his own table, in a ratio of 5 parts to Benjamin for  each  part 

the others received.

14.  Such gifts were not unusual  when  one  is  showing  respect  to 

distinguished guests.

15.  Often large or double portions were provided  by  the  Spartans, 

and even 4 fold portions were used by the Cretans.

16.  Joseph watches their reaction to the obvious partiality, and may 

be surprised to find that none was forthcoming.

17.  Even during the course of the meal, when these men had eaten and 

drank freely, they did nothing to suggest that all they had told this 

mysterious man was not true.

18.  They ate and drank to the point of hilarity, and even then their 

tongues did not betray STA attitudes toward Benjamin.

