GENESIS CHAPTER 44

OUTLINE 

I.  The plan to trap Benjamin.  vs 1-5

II.  The trap executed.  vs 6-13

III.  Return to Joseph.  vs 14-17

IV.  Judah fulfills his promise.  vs 18-34

VS 1  THEN HE COMMANDED HIS HOUSE STEWARD, SAYING,  "FILL  THE  MEN'S 

SACKS WITH FOOD, AS MUCH AS THEY CAN CARRY,  (then he  commanded  who 

over his house=the chief steward--Piel imperv Xlm--the sacks  of  the 

men food--just as they will be able to lift up)  AND PUT  EACH  MAN'S 

MONEY IN THE MOUTH OF HIS SACK.

VS 2  AND PUT MY CUP, THE SILVER CUP, IN THE MOUTH OF THE SACK OF THE 

YOUNGEST  (v + s.d.o + m.s.n iybG  gabhiya'  a  cup  or  bowl,  large 

compared to smaller cups into which the wine  was  poured  from  this 

vessel, very obvious if it was missing--the cup  of  silver--and  you 

will put in the mouth of the small  (est)   AND  HIS  MONEY  FOR  THE 

GRAIN."  (and silver for the grain)  AND HE DID ACCORDING TO THE WORD 

OF JOSEPH WITH HE SPOKE.

VS 3  AS SOON AS IT WAS LIGHT, THE MEN  WERE  SENT  AWAY,  THEY  WITH 

THEIR DONKEYS.  (the morning light=at  daybreak--the  men  were  sent 

out, they and their donkeys)

VS 4  THEY HAD GONE OUT OF THE CITY AND WERE NOT FAR OFF, WHEN JOSEPH 

SAID TO HIS HOUSE STEWARD,  (they themselves went out  the  city--neg 

Xl + Hiphil pf qxr to go away, to go far away, in Hiphil to cause  to 

go away, to remove from the area--and Joseph said to  whom  over  his 

house)  "UP, FOLLOW THE MEN; AND WHEN YOU OVERTAKE THEM, SAY TO  THE, 

'WHY HAVE YOU REPAID EVIL FOR GOOD?  (arise, pursue after  the  men-- 

wc + Hiphil pf gwn nasagh,  to  move  to,  to  reach,  to  attain  or 

overtake them--then you will say to them--for what=why--Piel  pf  ,lw 

to be whole, safe, sound, in Piel to make secure, to  keep  safe,  to 

restore, to pay back or recompense--evil in place of good)

VS 5  IS NOT THIS THE ONE FROM WHICH MY LORD  DRINKS,  AND  WHICH  HE 

INDEED USES FOR DIVINATION?  (h interrog + not  this--which  my  lord 

drinks from it--v + pers pron=Joseph--Piel inf abs + Piel impf wxn to 

use sorcery, to practice enchantment, to delve  into  the  occult  to 

gain understanding, either for the present or  for  the  future--with 

it=the cup)  YOU HAVE DONE WRONG IN DOING THIS.'"  (Hiphil pf iir  to 

make or do evil--which you manufactured)

SUMMARY VS 1-5

1.  Having concluded a very  festive  afternoon  with  his  brothers, 

Joseph initiates the next step in his plan.

2.  He gives orders for his chief steward to  fill  each  man's  sack 

with as much grain as it could possibly hold.

3.  There was no idea of rationing the grain to these men, they  were 

to be given far more than an ordinary foreigner would have received.

4.  He tells him to once again replace their silver at the  mouth  of 

their sacks.

5.  Since they had previously had the same thing happen,  they  would 

not be surprised or fearful upon finding the money later.

6.  He is also told to take the special vessel which had been used by 

Joseph in their presence all that afternoon and to plant  it  in  the 

bag of Benjamin.

7.  Consistently throughout the narrative  we  observe  the  absolute 

obedience of the servant to his master.

8.  Faithfulness to carefully execute what one is commanded  is  what 

separates one servant from another.

9.   Some  servants  do  not  do  what  they  are  told  and   follow 

instructions to the letter.

10.  This is a mark of arrogance as they rationalize why they do  not 

obey their authorities.

11.  STA rationalizations for failing to obey authority:

    a.  The authority isn't perfect.

    b.  I'm just as smart as my authority.

    c.  I don't have to obey, you can't make me.

12.  Very early the next day the men are loaded and sent out from the 

royal city.

13.  There early departure, while it was not their idea, only  serves 

to reinforce the case which the servant will make against them.

14.  They left the city feeling elated and relieved  that  everything 

had gone so well.

15.  They had returned to Egypt with fear  and  foreboding,  yet  had 

been received in a manner befitting royalty.

16.  They had been entertained by the second authority in the  empire 

and given more than they expected.

17.  They had obtained the release of Reuben and had gotten plenty of 

grain and left with Benjamin unharmed.

18.  Joseph now has them completely off guard and  begins  to  spring 

the trap he has laid.

19.  He orders  his  servant  to  arise  and  chase  them  down  like 

criminals and interrogate them upon their capture.

20.  Joseph tells his servant exactly what to say and leaves  nothing 

to chance.

21.  His first question to them is designed to point an incriminating 

finger at them and arouse some measure of apprehension.

22.  The good of vs 4 is all that Joseph has done  the  previous  day 

for them, including:

    a.  release of Simeon.

    b.  the royal banquet.

    c.  the excess of grain he has provided.

23.  The evil of vs 4 is the stealing of the silver cup by one or all 

of their party.

24.  The servant is to address these questions to them in such a  way 

as to let them know that their guilt is already determined.

25.  These questions are more on the order of charges, being  leveled 

by one who has already decided the case.

26.  He speaks of the cup as if they knew exactly what he was talking 

about, although he himself was aware that they were ignorant of it.

27.  The cup they are accused of stealing is special in two respects.

28.  First it is used every day by the the right hand man of Pharaoh, 

which makes it doubtful that such a theft would go unnoticed.

29.  Beyond that the servant is to inform them that his  master  used 

the cup to ascertain hidden information by occult means.

30.  This is known as cup divination and was practiced:

    a.  by using small particles of gold or silver in a cup of  clear 

        water.

    b.  by using precious stones.

    c.  by pouring oil into the water.

    d.  by observing the manner in which light rays broke through the 

        water.

31.  The resulting designs were interpreted by certain rules to  draw 

conclusions  about  certain   matters   about   which   one   desired 

information.

32.  This practice of determining facts was not used by Joseph and is 

beneath the believer.

33.  It is more in line for the heathen or old women to have faith in 

this sort of nonsense.

34.  Their generous benefactor suddenly  becomes  even  more  ominous 

than before when they are informed that  he  is  vested  with  occult 

power.

35.  The last charge is to be a blanket statement of condemnation for 

their actions.

VS 6  SO HE OVERTOOK THEM AND SPOKE THESE WORDS TO THEM.

VS 7  AND THEY SAID TO HIM, "WHY DOES MY LORD  SPEAK  SUCH  WORDS  AS 

THESE?  (why will my lord speak according to  the  words  the  these)  

FAR BE IT FROM YOUR SERVANTS TO DO SUCH A THING.  (subst.  lylx  +  h 

locale, as an adject. the word means to profane, or make common, with 

h locale=toward profanity, an  exclamation  of  abhorrence--for  your 

servants--pref m + Qal inf const hwi far be it from  doing--according 

to the matter the this)

VS 8  BEHOLD, THE SILVER WHICH WE FOUND IN THE MOUTH OF OUR SACKS  WE 

HAVE BROUGHT BACK TO YOU FROM THE LAND OF CANAAN.  (behold silver  we 

found at mouth of our sacks we caused to return to you from  land  of 

Canaan)  HOW THEN COULD WE STEAL SILVER  OR  GOLD  FROM  YOUR  LORD'S 

HOUSE?  (how will we steal from house of your master silver or gold)

VS 9  WITH WHOMEVER OF YOUR SERVANTS IT IS FOUND, LET HIM DIE,  (whom 

will be found with it--from your servants--v + Qal pf tVm then he  is 

dead)  AND AS FOR US, WE ALSO WILL BECOME MY LORD'S  SLAVES."   (v  + 

adv gam--pers pron + Qal impf hyh--for my lord for slaves)

VS 10  SO HE SAID, "INDEED NOW IT IS ACCORDING TO YOUR  WORDS;   (adv 

gam--adv hTi--according to your words--thus is it)  (HE WITH WHOM  IT 

IS FOUND SHALL BE MY SLAVE, AND YOU ALL  SHALL  BE  INNOCENT."   (who 

will be found with it--he will become to  me  for  a  slave--and  you 

yourselves will become--adj.m.p yqn pure, innocent, free  from  guilt 

or blame)

VS 11  THEN THEY HURRIED, EACH MAN LOWERED HIS SACK  TO  THE  GROUND, 

AND EACH MAN OPENED HIS  SACK.   (and  they  hurried  and  caused  to 

descend a man his sack to the ground...)

VS 12  AND HE SEARCHED, BEGINNING WITH THE OLDEST AND ENDING WITH THE 

YOUNGEST, AND THE CUP WAS FOUND IN BENJAMIN'S SACK.  (wc  +  Piel  pf 

wpx to search for or seek out something, in Piel intensive,  diligent 

or careful search--he began with the great  and  left  off  with  the 

small)

VS 13  THEN THEY TORE THEIR CLOTHES, AND WHEN  EACH  MAN  LOADED  HIS 

DONKEY, THEY RETURNED TO THE CITY.  (wc + Qal impf irq to tear apart, 

to rend--wc + Qal imf cmi to take up, to lift, to lift up or load  on 

a beast--a man upon his donkey--and they returned to the city)

SUMMARY VS 6-13

1.  The servant faithfully executes the orders of  his  master,  just 

as he has consistently done.

2.  He pursues them and catches them, fully aware that his master has 

some plan in the works, which he does not fully understand.

3.  The mark of a loyal, faithful servant is  executing  what  he  is 

told whether he understands the purpose for his actions or not.

4.  The servant does not have to know what his master  is  doing,  he 

just has to execute the wishes of his authority.

5.  Part of the intimacy we possess with the Lord is based  upon  our 

execution of His commands.  Jn. 15:14-15

6.  We do not do so for fear of death, but out of love for His person 

and work on our behalf.   the slaves in ancient  cultures  knew  that 

disobedience was punishable by death.

7.  While we are still His servants, and this fundamental relationship 

is affirmed by the WOG repeatedly,  we  can  rise  to  the  level  of 

intimate friendship with Christ by faithful execution  of  His  word.  

Rom. 1:1; Phil. 1:1; Titus 1:1; James 1:1

8.  The friend is privy to information that the slave is not  due  to 

his close relationship with his friend.

9.  Faithful execution will be rewarded beyond belief.  Lk. 12:42ff

10.  This servant faithfully relays the message he was entrusted with 

and in such a manner as to convey the gravity of the situation.

11.  The 11 brothers respond with an outraged indignation  as  befits 

those who are wrongly accused of a crime.

12.  They point out that their previous actions are inconsistent with 

such a charge.

13.  If they returned from Canaan with the silver which was  restored 

to their sacks previously,  thus  demonstrating  their  honesty,  why 

would they come to Egypt to pilfer silver?

14.  They are so certain of their innocence that they make an extrav- 

agant offer.

15.  If the stolen silver cup is found with any one of them,  he  can 

be put to death and the rest will return to Egypt and live  the  rest 

of their lives as slaves.

16.  The servant does not agree to their offer, as much as he says  I 

hope your words are true.

17.  This is seen by the fact that he immediately  states  that  only 

the one with whom the cup is found will become a slave, no  one  will 

be put to death.

18.  So sure of their own innocence, they hurriedly  unload  all  the 

sacks and open them for inspection.

19.  The servant begins searching, knowing full well  where  the  cup 

was all along.

20.  He begins at the oldest and moves through each  sack,  heighten- 

ing the tension as the search continues.

21.  There can be no doubt that their  reaction  to  seeing  the  cup 

emerge from the sack of Benjamin  was  one  of  surprise,  shock  and 

quickly horror.

22.  They are so dumbfounded that they do not even question  Benjamin 

in regard to why he would have done such a thing.

23.  They express their grief at the events which have befallen  them 

by tearing their clothing.

24.  They dutifully repack  everything  and  mount  their  asses  and 

follow the man back to the city, where they  await  imprisonment  and 

possibly death.

25.  It is significant to note that the brothers do not  now  abandon 

Benjamin and take the opportunity to flee to Canaan which was offered 

to them by the servant of Joseph.

26.  They now demonstrate that over the  years  they  have  developed 

some integrity and have a sense of duty to Benjamin and to  Jacob  as 

well.

VS 14  WHEN JUDAH AND HIS BROTHERS CAME TO  JOSEPH'S  HOUSE,  HE  WAS 

STILL THERE,  (Judah came and his brothers to the house  of  Joseph-- 

and he himself was yet or still there)  AND THEY FELL TO  THE  GROUND 

BEFORE HIM.  (and they fell before him to the ground)

VS 15  AND JOSEPH SAID TO THEM, "WHAT IS  THIS  DEED  THAT  YOU  HAVE 

DONE?  (what the doing or deed the this which you  manufactured)   DO 

YOU NOT KNOW THAT SUCH A MAN AS I CAN  INDEED  PRACTICE  DIVINATION?"  

(do you not know=are you stupid?--conj kiy--Piel inf abs + Piel  impf 

wxn I can surely or certainly use occult means to obtain  information 

--a man which like me=a man such as I am,  a  priest  of  the  occult 

mysteries of Egypt?)

VS 16  SO JUDAH SAID, "WHAT CAN WE SAY TO MY LORD?  (what will we say 

to my lord)  WHAT CAN WE SPEAK?  (what will be speak)  AND HOW CAN WE 

JUSTIFY OURSELVES?  (and how--Hithpael impf qdy in Qal to be just  or 

righteous, to have or be in line with  what  is  true  or  right,  in 

Hithpael, only usage is here in 44:16, to right  ourselves,  to  show 

ourselves to be honest and free from offense or guilt)  GOD HAS FOUND 

OUT THE INIQUITY OF YOUR SERVANTS; BEHOLD WE ARE  MY  LORD'S  SLAVES,  

(The Elohiym, precedes the  verb  for  emphasis--has  found--s.d.o  + 

m.s.n ]vi 'awon--perversity, depravity, a sin or crime, also used  of 

the guilt which one rightly contracts by such  an  action--behold  we 

slaves for my lord)  BOTH WE AND THE ONE IN WHOSE POSSESSION THE  CUP 

HAS BEEN FOUND."  (adv gam + pers pron 1cp--adv gam + rel  pron=who-- 

Niphal pf matsa'--the cup in his hand)

VS 17  BE HE SAID, "FAR BE IT FROM ME TO DO  THIS.   (and  he  said-- 

subst lylx + he locale=the Hebrew expletive for abhorrence--for me to 

manufacture this)  THE MAN IN  WHOSE  POSSESSION  THE  CUP  HAS  BEEN 

FOUND, HE SHALL BE MY SLAVE;  (the man who was found the cup  in  his 

hand--he himself or he alone will become to me a slave)  BUT  AS  FOR 

YOU, GO UP IN PEACE TO YOUR FATHER."  (now you all--Qal imperv hli to 

ascend to go up--pref l + shalom--to your father)

SUMMARY VS 14-17

1.  Joseph's plan to entrap Benjamin has worked perfectly.

2.  Already knowing that they would be returning, Joseph has put  off 

his usual daily schedule and waited at his house.

3.  This lends even more of an air to the severity of their crime, as 

they have not only stolen, they have delayed the second in command in 

Egypt.

4.  He addresses them harshly and immediately launches into a  tirade 

against them for committing such a crime.

5.  He does not allow anyone  to  suggest  innocence,  he  begins  by 

proclaiming their guilt.

6.  He tells them that he is aware of  their  treachery  due  to  his 

occult insights through the mysteries of Egyptian religion.

7.  This makes him all the more formidable in their eyes, and further 

solidifies the idea in their minds that someone is guilty.

8.  Judah expresses the helplessness of the entire group by his three 

question response.

9.  It is evident from the  reaction  of  Judah  that  he  seemed  to 

believe that someone in the group had indeed stolen the cup.

10.  He did not necessarily believe that it was Benjamin, and  likely 

suspected one of the other brothers.

11.  The fact that it was in Benjamin's sack did not  prove  that  he 

had taken it.

12.  He says that they have nothing to say in general and  that  they 

have no detailed statement or argument  to  attempt  to  prove  their 

innocence.

13.  He recognizes that their is no way  that  they  can  attempt  to 

convince Joseph that they are not guilty.

14.  He says what they all thought; this is occurring to us based  on 

our treatment of Joseph all those years before.

15.  He does not speak in the terms Joseph used about general  occult 

knowledge, but speaks of the personal God, Who rules the  affairs  of 

men.

16.  Found out is an anthropopathism for omniscience.

17.  You may be able to fake your way  through  life  and  hide  your 

crimes and shortcomings, but God always knows and  He  keeps  perfect 

accounts.

18.  Divine justice always provides what each volition demands in the 

way of retribution or blessing.

19.  Judah, as do all the rest, feel that  the  justice  of  God  has 

caught up with them and there is no escape.

20.  He steps boldly forward, and humbly states that  they  will  all 

share the same fate.

21.  He says that the group will not abandon Benjamin to  slavery  in 

Egypt, they will likewise take his punishment.

22.  Perhaps Judah  believed  that  this  frightening  man,  who  had 

demonstrated a charitable side, would one day free them to return  to 

Canaan.

23.  In any case, he knows that he cannot return to the land  without 

Benjamin.

24.  Joseph points out that punishing the guilty would  not  be  fair 

and that such an action was repugnant to him.

25.  Joseph plans to  keep  only  Benjamin  and  once  the  men  have 

departed he will reveal his identity and promote Benjamin beside him.

26.  He offers them all their freedom, and promises them safe passage 

through Egypt and safe conduct back to Canaan.

27.  Joseph finally refers to their father,  heightening  the  almost 

unbearable pressure the men were already under.

28.  The mention of Jacob certainly brought  to  mind  their  parting 

conversation and the certain response if they returned without Ben.

VS 18  THEN JUDAH APPROACHED HIM, AND SAID,  (wc + Qal  impf  wgn  to 

draw near, to approach)  "OH MY LORD, MAY YOUR SERVANT PLEASE SPEAK A 

WORD IN MY LORD'S EARS,  (part of entreaty yB a prayer or an  asking, 

language of entreaty, followed with a request--I  will  speak  please 

--your servant--a word in the ears of my  lord)   STOP  LETTING  YOUR 

ANGER BURN AGAINST YOUR SERVANT; FOR YOU ARE EQUAL TO PHARAOH.   (neg 

lX + Qal impf hrx to burn--your anger--pref b  +  your  servant--conj 

kiy--like you, Pharaoh)

VS 19  MY LORD ASKED HIS SERVANTS, SAYING, 'HAVE YOU A  FATHER  OR  A 

BROTHER?'  (does there exist to you all a father or a brother)

VS 20  AND WE SAID TO MY LORD, 'WE HAVE  AN  OLD  FATHER  AND  LITTLE 

CHILD OF HIS OLD AGE.  (there exists to us a  father  an  old--and  a 

child of old ones, a small one)  NOW HIS BROTHER IS DEAD, SO HE ALONE 

IS LEFT OF HIS MOTHER, AND HIS FATHER LOVES HIM.'  (and  his  brother 

is dead--and his is left  over--him  alone--of  his  mother--and  his 

father loves him)

VS 21  THEN YOU SAID TO YOUR SERVANTS, 'BRING HIM DOWN TO ME, THAT  I 

MAY SET MY EYES ON HIM.'  (cause him to descend to me--and let me set 

place or put my eyes on him)

VS 22  BUT WE SAID TO MY LORD, 'THE LAD CANNOT LEAVE HIS FATHER,  FOR 

IF HE SHOULD LEAVE HIS FATHER, THEN HE WOULD DIE.'  (the young man is 

not able to leave or forsake his father--lit. and he left his  father 

and he died.  Both are perfects expressing  what  Judah  intended  to 

communicate, the certainty that if he ever left his father  that  the 

father would die of a broken heart.)

VS 23  YOU SAID TO YOUR SERVANTS, HOWEVER, 'UNLESS YOUR YOUNG BROTHER 

COMES DOWN WITH YOU ALL, YOU WILL NOT SEE MY FACE AGAIN.'   (if  your 

brother the small will not descend with you all--not you all will add 

to see my face=you will not see my face again)

VS 24  THUS IT CAME ABOUT WHEN WE WENT UP TO YOUR SERVANT MY  FATHER, 

WE TOLD HIM THE WORDS  OF  MY  LORD.   (wc  +  Qal  impf  hayah--conj 

kiy=when--we ascended to your servant, my father--we caused  to  make 

plain to him the words of my lord.)

VS 25  AND OUR FATHER SAID, 'GO BACK  AND  BUY  US  A  LITTLE  FOOD.'  

(return and buy...)

VS 26  BUT WE SAID, 'WE CANNOT GO DOWN.  (we are not able to descend)  

IF OUR YOUNGEST BROTHER IS NOT WITH US, THEN WE WILL GO DOWN; FOR  WE 

CANNOT SEE THE MAN'S FACE UNLESS OUR YOUNGEST BROTHER  IS  WITH  US.'  

(if there exists our brother the small with us--wc + Qal pf  yaradh-- 

conj kiy=because--we will not be able to see the face of  the  man--v 

here=if or unless--our brother the small does not exist with us)

VS 27  AND YOUR SERVANT MY FATHER SAID TO US, 'YOU KNOW THAT MY  WIFE 

BORE ME TWO SONS;  (you yourselves know that two my wife bore to me)

VS 28  AND THE ONE WENT OUT FROM ME, AND I SAID, "SURELY HE  IS  TORN 

IN PIECES."  (and the one went out from me--adv fX usually an  adverb 

of exception or limitation, I could only conclude--Qal inf abs + Pual 

pf [ru to pluck off, to tear off, to pull or tear to pieces,  tearing 

to pieces, he was completely torn to pieces)  AND I HAVE NOT SEEN HIM 

SINCE.  (I have not seen--prep di + adv of place or time hNh in  this 

place, here, or at this time, now)

VS 29  AND IF YOU TAKE THIS ONE ALSO FROM ME, AND HARM  BEFALLS  HIM, 

YOU WILL BRING MY GRAY HAIR DOWN TO SHEOL IN SORROW.'  (and you  will 

take this one also from my presence--and harm will meet him--then you 

will bring down my gray hair in sorrow to Sheol)

VS 30  NOW, THEREFORE, AFTER I COME TO YOUR SERVANT  MY  FATHER,  AND 

THE LAD IS NOT WITH US,  stfwd  SINCE HIS SOUL IS BOUND UP  WITH  THE 

SOUL OF THE LAD,  (and his soul--Qal passive part rwq to  bind,  here 

being bound, translates v + causal participle)

VS 31  IT WILL COME ABOUT AFTER HE SEES THE LAD IS NOT WITH US,  THAT 

HE WILL DIE.  (pref k + Qal inf abs  hXr--v  +  Qal  pf=He  is  dead, 

speaks of this a being a certain reality)  THUS  YOUR  SERVANTS  WILL 

BRING THE GRAY HAIR OF YOUR SERVANT  OUR  FATHER  DOWN  TO  SHEOL  IN 

SORROW.

VS 32  FOR YOUR SERVANT BECAME SURETY FOR THE LAD  WHO  WAS  WITH  MY 

FATHER, SAYING, 'IF I DO NOT BRING HIM TO YOU, THEN LET ME  BEAR  THE 

BLAME BEFORE MY FATHER FOREVER.'  (conj kiy=explanation--Qal  pf  bri 

to exchange or interchange with someone--from with my father--if I do 

not cause him to come back to you--I will be guilty to my father  all 

the days)

VS 33  NOW, THEREFORE, PLEASE LET YOU SERVANT REMAIN INSTEAD  OF  THE 

LAD A SLAVE TO MY LORD, AND LET THE LAD TO UP WITH HIS BROTHERS.

VS 34  FOR HOW SHALL I GO UP TO MY FATHER IF THE LAD IS NOT WITH  ME, 

LEST I SEE THE EVIL THAT WOULD FIND MY FATHER.  (how will I ascend to 

my father and the lad does not exist with me--conj ]P used to express 

an action which one fears or wishes removed--lest I will see the evil 

which will find my father)

SUMMARY VS 18-34

1.  This speech by Judah is one of the most  straightforward  in  all 

the Bible.

2.  It is completely void of  phoniness  or  deceit,  every  word  is 

spoken as the sober truth.

3.  It is factual and accurate and spoken by one who has  a  selfless 

concern for others.

4.  What is truly remarkable is that Judah was once  the  most  self- 

righteous son of Jacob, and would not confront difficulties in such a 

straightforward way.

5.  Rather than stay with his family, he had chosen to peel  off  and 

live among the Canaanites.

6.  He was, as is evident here, quite positive  and  God  disciplined 

him until he chose to get his act together.

7.  He not stands as the eloquent leader of the family and  evidences 

a level of spiritual growth that the others do not seem to have.

8.  Judah evidences the humble heart of one who has been forgiven  of 

major offenses, unlike the self-righteous heart of those who  do  not 

see their own faults.  Lk. 7:36-50

9.  The humble, grace oriented person is the one who can clearly deal 

with the issues and handle difficult situations such as this.

10.  Things to note about the speech:

    a.  Judah was respectful of the office and the person with  which 

        he was dealing.  vs 18

    b.  Addressed Joseph appropriately and used the term  servant  to 

        describe himself and his family.

    c.  He did not waste Joseph's time, but gave a concise,  accurate 

        accounting of the facts.

    d.  It came from a heart of concern for Benjamin  and  especially 

        for his father.

    e.  It is truly selfless.

11.  Judah begins the speech with a plea for the man to put aside his 

anger, while respectfully recognizing his almost supreme authority.

12.  When dealing with someone who  is  angry  about  something,  the 

first thing you must do is seek to get them  to  recognize  and  deal 

with their anger.

13.  You cannot expect  to  get  a  fair  hearing  from  one  who  is 

succumbing to MA anger.

14.  Believers are commanded to avoid this MA sin,  since  it  easily 

corrupts the view of any situation.

15.  Some pertinent facts are revealed in this speech:

    a.  vs 19 reveals that Joseph  did  inquire  about  other  family 

        members.

    b.  The close relationship between  Benjamin  and  Jacob  is  now 

        clearly set forth.  vs 20-22

    c.  The reluctance of Jacob,  based  on  the  supposed  death  of 

        Joseph is set forth.  vs 27-29

    d.  Judah's personal  responsibility  and  his  concern  for  his 

        father is found in vs 31-32.

16.  Judah closes his speech with plea for mercy, not for himself but 

for his father.

17.  His willingness to suffer vicariously for his father and in  his 

brother's place is a moving plea designed to  arouse  any  compassion 

which the man may have had.

18.  He is willing to sacrifice his temporal  happiness,  and  indeed 

the rest of his life, to insure the happiness and welfare of others.

19.  This is the essence of all doctrine which we study.

20.  The WOG can be reduced to the concepts of loving God and  loving 

others around you.  Matt. 22:34-40

21.  This entails the willingness to  make  whatever  sacrifices  are 

necessary on your part to benefit other members of the  Royal  family 

at Grace Bible Church.

22.  This all begins with a right relationship to God, and an  under- 

standing of the person and work of His Son.

23.  When one begins to order his life on these principles  of  self- 

sacrifice and suffering, then, and only then, will be begin  to  know 

Jesus.  Matt. 11:25-30

24.  This must be done with no consideration of what others are doing 

or not doing, you must put aside your personal concerns.

25.  Motivating factors in our service to others:

    a.  What Christ has done for us.  Rom. 5:6-11

    b.  The example of Christ.  IPet. 2:21

    c.  The effect of our application on others.  IICor. 9:2

    d.  Proves that we actually have doctrine.  James 2:14ff

    e.  It is commanded.  Gal. 5:15

    f.  Encourages the PT.  Phil. 2:1-2ff

    g.  Produces Divine Good.  Eph. 2:10

    h.  Future reward, SG3.  Gal. 6:7-10

26.  If these things do not motivate you to seek  opportunities,  and 

be alert to produce Divine Good by serving others, nothing will.

