GENESIS CHAPTER 45

OUTLINE 

I.  Joseph reveals himself to his brothers.  vs 1-15

II.  Pharaoh's reaction.  vs 16-20

III.  Return to Canaan.  vs 21-28

VS 1  THEN JOSEPH COULD NOT CONTROL  HIMSELF  BEFORE  ALL  THOSE  WHO 

STOOD BY HIM,  (and Joseph was not able--pref l + Hithpael inf  const 

qpX to hold or hold fast, in Hith. to hold oneself,  to  restrain  or 

hold back some impulse, here natural and spiritual affection--to all, 

the ones standing--upon him=around him)   SO  HE  CALLED  OUT,  "MAKE 

EVERYONE GO OUT FROM ME."  (cause to go out--all a man=everyone--from 

upon me=from my presence)  SO THERE WAS NO MAN WITH HIM  WHEN  JOSEPH 

MADE HIMSELF KNOWN TO HIS BROTHERS.  (and a man did  not  stand  with 

him--pref b + Hithpael inf  const  idy  to  make  one  known--to  his 

brothers)

VS 2  AND HE  WEPT  SO  LOUDLY  THAT  THE  EGYPTIANS  HEARD,  AN  THE 

HOUSEHOLD OF PHARAOH HEARD.  (wc + Qal impf nathan--s.d.o + m.s.n  lq 

+ 3ms suff--pref b + m.s.n ykB lit. he gave his voice with weeping)

VS 3  THEN JOSEPH SAID TO HIS BROTHERS, "I AM JOSEPH!  IS  MY  FATHER 

STILL ALIVE?"  (I Joseph--h interr--adv dOi yet or  still--my  father 

alive)  BUT HIS BROTHERS COULD NOT ANSWER HIM, FOR THEY WERE DISMAYED 

AT HIS PRESENCE.  (and his brothers were not able to answer him--conj 

kiy--Niphal pf lhB to tremble, to be in trepidation, to be  terrified 

or confounded, maximum confusion--from his faces)

VS 4  THEN JOSEPH SAID TO HIS BROTHERS, "PLEASE COME CLOSER  TO  ME."  

(draw near please to me)  AND THEY CAME CLOSER.  AND HE SAID, "IA  MA 

YOUR BROTHER JOSEPH, WHOM YOU SOLD  INTO  EGYPT."   (I  Joseph,  your 

brother--whom you sold me--toward Egypt)

SUMMARY VS 1-4

1.  The stirring appeal of Judah in which he demonstrated a spirit of 

compassion and self-sacrifice takes  its  toll  on  the  emotions  of 

Joseph.

2.  While their fear and trepidation did nothing to soften him on his 

course of revenge, this act of compassion broke Joseph.

3.  He sees that these brothers are  no  longer  the  same  heartless 

group who had abused him all those years before.

4.  They refused to take advantage of  the  freedom  he  had  offered 

them, but instead chose to place the welfare of  Benjamin  and  their 

father first.

5.  This gives mighty evidence of spiritual growth among these men.

6.  Joseph's natural affection for his family coupled with the impact 

of this willingness to endure the sacrifice of themselves  melts  the 

heart of Joseph to the  point  that  he  cannot  endure  cruelty  any 

longer.

7.  Since this is a family matter of the most personal nature, Joseph 

sends out all those who are not family members.

8.  The emotions and sorts of issues which are about to be  discussed 

are not for the Egyptian ears.

9.  The room is hardly cleared when Joseph cannot control himself any 

longer and bursts into tears.

10.  He does not momentarily lose his composure, but  gives  vent  to 

the deepest emotions which have  likely  been  suppressed  all  these 

years.

11.  He certainly had been suppressing emotions during  the  time  he 

had been punishing his brothers.  42:24, 43:30

12.  Once he began to give expression to all  that  was  within,  the 

tears poured out as a torrent.

13.  There is no doubt that the 11 men were amazed  and  confused  at 

what was happening before them.

14.  Here stood a man who had expressed  nothing  but  hostility  and 

suspicion toward them, weeping like a baby.

15.  Even the hospitality of the meal they had now likely figured  to 

be nothing more than an attempt to trap them, through the planting of 

the cup.

16.  This man who had been so cruel and restrained was now crying  so 

loudly that the sound was heard throughout his house.

17.  The news that something of tremendous  magnitude  was  occurring 

was quickly relayed to Pharaoh.

18.  Suddenly, like a  thunderclap  out  of  the  quiet  sky,  Joseph 

reveals himself as their brother.

19.  These unsuspecting men were so dumbfounded that they  could  not 

believe their ears.

20.  Did  this  awful  figure  whom  they  had  feared  and  who  had 

traumatized them all these months just say that he was Joseph.

21.  The fact that he made this announcement without the  use  of  an 

interpreter indicates that he spoke to them in his native tongue.

22.  He follows this bombshell of a revelation with a quick  question 

about the state of his father.

23.  They had just been discussing the fact that his father was alive 

and that they  men  could  not  return  without  Benjamin,  but  this 

question is borne of emotion and not merely curiosity.

24.  He asks almost incredulously  if  his  father  is  really  still 

alive.

25.  The pain and deprivation of the past, the evils that  these  men 

had done were all melted away in this moment of emotional release.

26.  Joseph wanted nothing more than to be reconciled with his family 

and restore the relationship to one of wholeness.

27.  He truly did not have any desire from his soul to  take  revenge 

and hurt anyone in this family.

28.  His STA had momentarily gotten the better of  him,  but  now  he 

acts as one with the correct VP.

29.  His brothers, who were in a state of fear just  prior  to  this, 

were no doubt expecting the worst when Joseph emptied the room of its 

occupants.

30.  When he began crying so effusively, they likely figured that  he 

was going to kill them himself.

31.  When they hear him announce in Hebrew that he is Joseph and  ask 

about  the  welfare  of  his  father,  they  are  so  bewildered  and 

astonished that they are unable to react.

32.  Everyone of them thought that Joseph was dead, and this Egyptian 

was now claiming to be there long dead brother.

33.  Perhaps this was just some kind of a cruel joke, or perhaps this 

man had some occult connection that prompted this action.   maybe  he 

has been in contact with the dead, maybe Joseph has possessed him...

34.  Joseph beckons his brothers forward in order that they might get 

a closer  look  at  him,  since  they  had  probably  moved  backward 

instinctively when he began speaking.  literally taken aback

35.  He knows that if they examine him closely  that  they  will  see 

that he is indeed their brother.

36.  As they instinctively obey this  man,  Joseph  gives  definitive 

proof that he is indeed their younger.

37.  He gives information that no one but Joseph himself could know.

38.  These men had been very careful over the years to make sure that 

they never breathed a word of what had happened to anyone.

39.  The only one who could know of the sale would be Joseph himself.

40.  This statement is merely designed to prove that  he  is  who  he 

claims to be, it is not given with any intent to accuse or make  them 

feel bad for what they had done all those years before.

VS 5  "AND NOW DO NOT BE GRIEVED OR ANGRY  WITH  YOURSELVES,  BECAUSE 

YOU SOLD ME HERE;  (v + adv hTi--neg lX + Niphal impf  bji  immediate 

prohibition, in Qal to labor, form or fashion, to perform  the  labor 

necessary to form something, hence to toil with pain, to  suffer,  in 

Niphal to be pained, to be afflicted or grieved--v + neg  'al  +  Qal 

impf hrx to be kindled, to be angry--in your eyes, Gesenius  suggests 

that this expression is used to denote sorrow or  self  recrimination 

as well as anger, their feelings showed on their  faces--because  you 

sold me here)  FOR GOD SENT ME BEFORE YOU TO  PRESERVE  LIFE.   (conj 

kiy--pref l + f.s.n hyxm the preserving of life, that which preserves 

life or sustains life--lit. for a preserving of life Elohiym sent  me 

before you all)

VS 6  FOR THE FAMINE HAS BEEN IN THE LAND THESE TWO YEARS,   (because 

this two years the famine in the midst of the land)   AND  THERE  ARE 

STILL  FIVE  YEARS  IN  WHICH  THERE  WILL  BE  NEITHER  PLOWING  NOR 

HARVESTING.  (and yet five years which there does not  exist  plowing 

or harvesting)

VS 7  AND GOD SENT ME BEFORE YOU TO PRESERVE FOR YOU A REMNANT IN THE 

LAND, AND TO KEEP YOU ALIVE BY A  GREAT  DELIVERANCE.   (and  Elohiym 

sent be before you--pref l + Qal inf const ,Vw to set, place or put-- 

for you all--f.s.n tyrXw the remaining part, a remnant, the survivors 

of something, esp. a slaughter--in the land or  earth--and  to  cause 

life for you all--pref l + f.s.n huylP p leytah escape or deliverance 

--adj gadhol)

VS 8  NOW, THEREFORE, IT WAS NOT YOU WHO SENT ME HERE, BUT GOD;   (so 

now it was not you yourselves who sent me here--conj  kiy=because  it 

was the Elohiym)  AND HE HAS MADE ME A FATHER TO PHARAOH AND LORD  OF 

ALL HIS HOUSEHOLD AND RULER OVER ALL THE LAND OF EGYPT.  (and he  set 

me for a father to Pharaoh--and for a lord for all his house--v + Qal 

act part lwm one ruling over all the land of Mitsraim)

SUMMARY VS 5-8

1.  Upon making his startling announcement to his brothers,  Joseph's 

words may be divided into two specific sections.

2.  The first part of his speech deals with the present situation  in 

light of the Plan of God and is found in vs 5-8.

3.  The second part of his speech is found in vs 9-13 and deals  with 

the obvious application which must  be  made  in  light  of  Joseph's 

position in the Plan of God.

4.  Joseph has stated that he was indeed the one they  had  sold  all 

those years before in order to prove his identity.

5.  He addresses this subject in vs 5-8 since this matter  could  not 

help but dominate the thinking of these men.

6.  He states the D/VP on the matter and makes  very  clear  to  them 

that he does not bear any grudge over this injustice.

7.  He informs them that they themselves should put the matter behind 

them and not give it another thought.

8.  vs 5 has two immediate prohibitions designed to stop the  obvious 

guilt they all felt.

9.  The first is not to grieve or continue to chastise themselves for 

what they did all those years before.

10.  This is  the  attitude  of  the  grace  oriented,  and  must  be 

something that each believer disciplines themselves to do.

11.  Constant  recriminations  about  past  failures  do  nothing  to 

advance the believer or the plan of God.

12.  What was done in the past is over, it is history and  continuing 

to inflict punishment on yourself is neither healthy nor doctrinal.

13.  If you have dealt with a particular  sin  or  failing,  God  has 

forgiven you and you must forgive yourself.

14.  Bringing up past sins or grievances to  other  believers  in  an 

accusatory fashion is the work of Satan and  the  adjusting  believer 

should avoid this at all costs.

15.  For those who  were  less  guilty  among  the  group,  they  and 

Benjamin, might succumb to anger toward the ringleaders of  the  sale 

of Joseph, 

16.  This is not appropriate either.

17.  His comments are a summary request for the brothers to  put  the 

past behind them and leave it there.

18.  He bears them no  animosity  and  there  are  no  recriminations 

coming from the one who was wronged,  neither  should  there  be  any 

personal recriminations toward themselves or each other.

19.  Joseph knows that all things work together for good to those who 

love God.  Rom. 8:28

20.  Joseph demonstrates grace orientation and refuses  to  focus  on 

the wrong that was done to him, but rather chooses to  view  this  in 

terms of God's plan.

21.  This is the only way the believer will ever  truly  be  able  to 

forgive and forget is to filter the injustices of  life  through  the 

knowledge of the providential control of God.

22.  He recognizes that God has sent him before them  into  Egypt  in 

order that he may now provide the deliverance of his entire family.

23.  The seemingly horrible  injustice  of  their  betrayal  has  now 

resulted in the potential for deliverance for the entire family.

24.  This is a marvelous type of the one  who  was  betrayed  by  his 

family (the Jews) and the injustice of crucifixion has  now  resulted 

in the potential for salvation for all men.

25.  He informs them that the  present  famine  situation  is  not  a 

short-term problem, but will continue for another five years.

26.  The statement at the end of vs 6 does not mean that no one  will 

attempt to plow or harvest, or even succeed on some small scale.

27.  It does mean that there will  be  no  large  scale  agricultural 

endeavors which will amount  to  anything,  certainly  nothing  on  a 

national level.

28.  He states very pointedly in vs 7 that God  sent  him  to  Egypt, 

even stating that it was not they who did it all.

29.  These men must learn to view events through the eyes of God,  or 

they will never be able to come to the proper emotional conclusions.

30.  They must view their treachery and betrayal as  something  which 

God used to further His purposes.

31.  Joseph continually asserts throughout this section that this  is 

the way he views these matters and there is no room for any other VP.

32.   Joseph  also  demonstrates  his  humility  as  he   continually 

attributes his promotion and position to God Himself.

33.  Joseph viewed himself as a remnant of the race  which  was  sent 

ahead into Egypt in order that the entire seed of  Abraham  might  be 

delivered from this catastrophe.

34.  Anyone who rallys around Joseph will be delivered, and this will 

eventually amount to everyone in this relatively large family.

35.  The mature believer who is plus BD and grace oriented is used by 

God to become a source of blessing to those around him.

36.  This is the plan of God for all believers, not just a  few  like 

Joseph or Abraham, God desires for you to have and  apply  sufficient 

doctrine to become a blessing.

37.  God is not interested in producing takers in His plan, His  plan 

is to produce givers.

38.  In vs 8 he informs them as to his position in the  land  and  as 

usual attributes all of his prosperity to God.

39.  His position is divided into three specific areas  in  which  he 

has considerable impact:

    a.  His relationship to Pharaoh is called father, in that  he  is 

        the trusted advisor who provides information and direction in 

        life as a father does for a son.

    b.  His relationship to Pharaoh's household is that  of  lord  or 

        master, he exercises control and authority.

    c.  His relationship to the nation is that of ruler, he makes and 

        enforces the laws.

40.  These are not boasts, but  merely  a  sober  assessment  of  his 

position in the plan of God.

41.  Each believer is to soberly assess themselves and think what  is 

appropriate about himself if he is to  orient to God and His plan  of 

grace.  Rom. 12:3

VS 9  HURRY AND GO UP TO MY FATHER, AND SAY TO HIM, 'THUS  SAYS  YOUR 

SON JOSEPH, "GOD HAS MADE ME LORD OF ALL EGYPT; COME DOWN TO  ME,  DO 

NOT DELAY.  (Piel imperv rhm hurry or make haste--and go up or ascend 

to my father--v + Qal pf 'amar=imperative usage--thus said  your  son 

Joseph--God has placed me as a lord for all the  land  of  Egypt--Qal 

imperv emphatic dry--neg lX + Qal impf dmi stop standing)

VS 10  AND YOU SHALL LIVE IN THE LAND OF GOSHEN,  AND  YOU  SHALL  BE 

NEAR ME,  (and you will reside--in land of ]wG NE part of  the  delta 

region, Joseph did not reside in delta proper,  but  most  likely  in 

Zoar aka Tanis--and you  will  become  near  to  me)   YOU  AND  YOUR 

CHILDREN AND YOUR CHILDREN'S CHILDREN AND YOUR FLOCKS AND YOUR  HERDS 

AN ALL THAT YOU HAVE.  (and all which to you)

VS 11  THERE I WILL ALSO PROVIDE FOR YOU, FOR THERE  ARE  STILL  FIVE 

YEARS OF FAMINE,  (adv sham=there--wc + Piel pf lVK  to hold  up,  to 

sustain, to nourish, to protect or  defend--because  yet  five  years 

famine)  LEST YOU AND  YOUR  HOUSEHOLD  AND  ALL  THAT  YOU  HAVE  BE 

IMPOVERISHED."'  (conj pen--Niphal impf wry in Qal to take possession 

of, to occupy or possess, in Niphal to be dispossessed, to be reduced 

to poverty--you and your house and all which to you)

VS 12  AND BEHOLD, YOUR EYES SEE, AND THE EYES OF MY BROTHER BENJAMIN 

SEE, THAT IT IS MY MOUTH WHICH IS SPEAKING TO YOU.   (and  now,  your 

eyes are seeing--and eyes of my brother  Ben.--conj  kiy--my  mouth-- 

d.a. + Piel part rbd the one speaking--to you all)

VS 13  NOW YOU MUST TELL MY FATHER OF ALL MY SPLENDOR IN  EGYPT,  AND 

ALL THAT YOU HAVE SEEN;  (sc + Hiphil pf dgn--to my  father--s.d.o  + 

all my--m.s.n dObK heaviness, always  used  figuratively,  honor,  or 

glory,  majesty  or  splendor--in  Egypt--and  all  which  you   saw.  

completes the thought of the verb you must tell)  AND YOU MUST HURRY, 

AND BRING MY FATHER DOWN HERE."  (wc + Piel pf mahar--wc + Hiphil  pf 

yaradh--my father--here)

VS 14  THEN HE FELL ON HIS BROTHER  BENJAMIN'S  NECK  AND  WEPT;  AND 

BENJAMIN WEPT ON HIS NECK.  stfwd

VS 15  AND HE KISSED ALL HIS BROTHERS AND WEPT ON THEM, AND AFTERWARD 

HIS BROTHERS TALKED WITH HIM.  (wc + Piel impf qwn to  join  or  join 

together, to join lips=to kiss--to all his brothers--and he wept upon 

them--and after thus--his brothers spoke with him.)

SUMMARY VS 9-15

1.  Joseph now moves into the obvious applications which must be made 

in light of the present state of affairs.

2.  The first move is to relocate his father and all  the  family  to 

Egypt, since they would not be able to survive the coming five  years 

of famine.

3.  If they were to  remain  in  Canaan,  they  would  eventually  be 

reduced to poverty and perhaps die.

4.  None of this is necessary, since  Joseph  has  a  position  which 

enables him to provide for the welfare of his entire family.

5.  They are to inform Jacob that Joseph is not only  alive,  he  has 

been sent ahead by God and promoted to the position of  lord  of  all 

the land of Egypt.

6.  Throughout this section Joseph  constantly  stresses  that  these 

things are to be done in rapid fashion.

7.  Certainly he is anxious to be united with his father and make  up 

for the lost time they have suffered.

8.  Joseph has already mapped out a strategy as to where he will keep 

his family.

9.  The land of Goshen was located in the northeastern  part  of  the 

delta region, and was approximately 20 miles south of Tanis where the 

12th dynasty had their major seat of power.

10.  Goshen is not attested in Egyptian writings, but  we  know  from 

Gen. 47:6 that it was the most fertile district at that time.

11.  It was also known as the land of Rameses, which was an alternate 

name for Tanis or Zoan.  Gen. 47:11

12.  At the point of vs 11 his brothers must have  still  been  dumb- 

founded and the looks on their faces must have betrayed this.

13.  In order to alleviate any fears  or  confusion,  Joseph  reminds 

them that they can tell by sight that he is who he says he is.

14.  Beyond that, they should take note of the fact that  he  is  not 

speaking an Egyptian dialect to them, but  is  speaking  to  them  in 

their native tongue, Hebrew.

15.  He mentions Benjamin, since this is the one  Joseph  thinks  his 

father will most readily believe.

16.  The last thing he tells them to tell his father of his power and 

prestige in order to convince him that  Joseph  possesses  sufficient 

resources to perform what he has promised.

17.  His purpose here is not designed  to  flaunt  his  power  in  an 

arrogant fashion, but merely to make certain that Jacob is convinced.

18.  Again he urges them to waste no time, but to bring his father to 

Egypt as fast as is humanly possible.

19.  After his identification is  complete  and  his  plans  for  the 

future have been  made  plain,  Joseph  once  again  is  overcome  by 

emotion for his family.

20.  Any misgivings or doubts they had should have been put  to  rest 

by this time.

21.  Joseph takes the initiative and embraces  Benjamin  weeping  for 

joy.

22.  He gives an appropriate greeting to  all  his  brothers,  giving 

free vent to his emotions.

23.  Once the men are convinced that all this is true  and  they  are 

convinced that Joseph does not bear them any animosity,  the  natural 

reticence to reciprocate these emotions is gone.

24.  They now talk comfortably with the  one  they  hated  all  those 

years ago, and no doubt enjoy an emotional time of fellowship.

25.  Joseph's brothers are reconciled to him, although he  never  did 

anything to create the barriers which existed between them.

26.   This  is   another   type,   illustrating   the   doctrine   of 

reconciliation.

27.  God had no animosity toward the human race, but could  not  have 

fellowship with them due to the barrier of sin between man and God.

28.  God Himself removed the barrier  and  revealed  Himself  in  the 

person of His Son.

29.  Through His Son, He reconciled the  world  to  Himself.   IICor. 

5:19

30.  This is the message of the gospel which we are  to  provide  for 

those around us, as we represent God in the  devil's  world.   IICor. 

5:20ff

VS 16  NOW WHEN THE NEWS WAS HEARD IN PHARAOH'S HOUSE  THAT  JOSEPH'S 

BROTHERS HAD COME, IT PLEASED PHARAOH AND  HIS  SERVANTS.   (and  the 

voice--Niphal  pf  imw  was  heard--in  house  of  Pharaoh--to  say-- 

"brothers of Joseph came"--it was good in the eyes of Pharaoh--and in 

the eyes of his servants)

VS 17  THEN PHARAOH SAID  TO  JOSEPH,  "SAY  TO  YOUR  BROTHERS,  'DO 

THIS: LOAD YOUR BEASTS AND GO TO THE LAND  OF  CANAAN,   (manufacture 

this--load your beasts--and walk and come to the land of Canaan)

VS 18  AND TAKE YOUR FATHER AND YOUR HOUSEHOLDS AND COME TO ME, AND I 

WILL GIVE YOU THE BEST OF THE LAND OF EGYPT  (now  take  your  father 

and your houses and come to me--v + Qal impf cohort ]tn let  me  give 

--to you all--the good of the land of Egypt)  AND YOU SHALL  EAT  THE 

FAT OF THE LAND.'  (v  +  Qal  imperv  'akhal--s.d.o  +  blx  fat  or 

fatness, the best or most excellent of any thing)

VS 19  "NOW YOU ARE ORDERED, 'DO THIS TAKE WAGONS FROM  THE  LAND  OF 

EGYPT FOR YOUR LITTLE ONES AND FOR YOUR WIVES, AND BRING YOUR  FATHER 

AND COME.  (v + 'atah--Pual pf hvj are commanded--manufacture  this-- 

take for yourselves--from the land of Mitsrayim--f.p.n hlgi from  the 

verb lgi which means to roll or revolve,  wagons  or  chariots  which 

rolled along--for your little ones and for your wives--and  you  will 

lift up your father and you will come)

VS 20  AND DO NOT CONCERN YOURSELVES WITH YOU GOODS, FOR THE BEST  OF 

ALL THE LAND OF EGYPT IS YOURS'"  (and your eyes--neg lX +  Qal  impf 

cVx the basic meaning of chus is to look with pity or  compassion  on 

someone or something.  It is used 24X, all in the Qal.   This  is  an 

immediate prohibition,  forbidding  something  already  in  progress.  

People  have  a  natural  attachment  and  affection   toward   their 

possessions, they are commanded not to  look  on  these  things  with 

fondness or compassion, but to leave them to their fate--your vessels 

or utensils--because the good of all the land of  Egypt--to  you  all 

it)

SUMMARY VS 16-20

1.  Good news, such as Joseph has received, could not  remain  hidden 

from the Royal court.

2.  Certainly his immediate emotional response was  heard  by  others 

within his quarters, and Pharaoh had been notified.  vs 2

3.  Once Sesotris heard that Joseph's family had come  to  Egypt,  he 

was pleased at this turn of events.

4.  His response is immediate and decisive.

5.  The fact that he was used to giving out orders  is  seen  in  his 

swift and curt response directed at Joseph.

6.  When one in authority gives orders, they do not have to  be  cute 

or sweet to the one whom they are commanding.

7.  For people to assume that the giving  of  a  curt  order  somehow 

implies a lack of respect or regard for the servant is wrong.

8.  Pharaoh has a great regard for Joseph, yet  he  commands  him  in 

quick fashion in no uncertain terms exactly what he expects.

9.  He tells him what to say in vs 17, and specifically points out to 

him in vs 19 that this is a command.

10.  Joseph is himself still under authority, as is everyone  in  the 

human race, whether they know it or not.

11.  Joseph does not take these commands as insults, or some kind  of 

attack on his own ability to make decisions.

12.  He listens, and he obeys, without MAS or discussion.

13.  It  should  be  evident  that  the  plan  of  Pharaoh  coincided 

perfectly with the plan of Joseph in vs 9ff.

14.  This is an example of God greasing the skids of a believer.

15.  Joseph did not have to come in  and  offer  an  explanation,  or 

attempt to sway Pharaoh to invite his family to Egypt.

16.  His orders are for Joseph to tell his brothers the following:

    a.  Load up their donkeys

    b.  Take wagons from Egypt in order to transport those who  could 

        not stand the rigors of such a journey.

    c.  Return to Canaan.

    d.  Get Jacob.

    e.  Do not worry about your details.

    f.  Return to Egypt.

17.  They can return knowing that  Joseph  awaits,  that  Pharaoh  is 

kindly disposed toward them, and that the best of all Egypt  will  be 

at their disposal.

18.  While Pharaoh delegated authority to Joseph  to  deal  with  the 

affairs of his kingdom, when it came to the welfare of Joseph he made 

certain that all was adequately supplied.

19.  Pharaoh and his land owe Joseph a huge debt  of  gratitude,  and 

this kindness was shown to demonstrate his esteem for Joseph.

20.  Once again, the positive,  adjusted  believer  is  a  source  of 

blessing to those around him.

VS 21  THEN THE SONS  OF  ISRAEL  DID  SO;   (and  sons  of  Israel-- 

manufactured thus)  AND JOSEPH GAVE  THEM  WAGONS  ACCORDING  TO  THE 

COMMAND OF  PHARAOH,  AND  GAVE  THEM  PROVISIONS  FOR  THE  JOURNEY.  

(Joseph gave them wagons upon mouth of Pharaoh--and gave to them--hdj 

from the verb hdj cutting down or mowing, hence cut grain or food for 

the way)

VS 22  TO EACH OF THEM HE GAVE CHANGES OF GARMENTS, BUT  TO  BENJAMIN 

HE GAVE THREE HUNDRED WEIGHT OF SILVER AND FIVE CHANGES OF  GARMENTS.  

(to all them he gave to a man--f.p.n hpylx changes, from verb chalaph 

to change or interchange--hlmw a garment, esp. a large outer garment, 

while it is not stated and neither word indicates it,  it  is  likely 

that these were not work clothes, but nice robes--and to Ben. he gave 

three hundred of silver--and five changes of garments)

VS 23  AND TO HIS FATHER HE SENT AS FOLLOWS;  TEN DONKEYS LOADED WITH 

THE BEST THINGS OF EGYPT, AND TEN FEMALE DONKEYS  LOADED  WITH  GRAIN 

AND BREAD AND SUSTENANCE FOR HIS FATHER ON THE JOURNEY.  (and to  his 

father--he sent according to this--ten donkeys lifting from the  good 

of Egypt--and ten female donkeys lifting grain and  bread--v  +  ]Ozm 

from verb ]Vz to nourish, to give food, our noun=that which is  given 

to nourish or sustain--to his father--for the way)

VS 24  SO HE SENT HIS BROTHERS AWAY, AND HE SAID  TO  THEM,  (and  he 

sent his brothers--and they walked--and he said to them)  "STOP BEING 

AGITATED ON THE TRIP."  (neg lX  +  Qal  impf  zgr  to  be  moved  or 

disturbed, to be agitated, whether to grief, anger, fear, etc.

VS 25  THEN THEY WENT UP FROM EGYPT AND CAME TO THE LAND OF CANAAN TO 

THEIR FATHER JACOB.

SUMMARY VS 21-25

1.  The first statement  in  vs  21  is  designed  to  be  a  summary 

statement and the details of their obedience are the subject  of  the 

verses which follow.

2.  Joseph is a still a man with great authority, but he  himself  is 

still oriented to and functioning under the authority of Pharaoh.

3.  He does exactly as he was told to do in regard to his family.

4.  He provides wagons, loaded with  adequate  provisions  for  their 

trip to Canaan and their trip back.

5.  He provides everything which would make this trip as  comfortable 

as possible.

6.  To demonstrate his good will in a concrete fashion,  he  provided 

all the men with several new suits of clothing.

7.  While it is not specifically stated, these were  quite  nice  and 

not on the order of work or everyday clothing.

8.  Once again he bestows special favor on his full brother  Benjamin 

and provides substantially more for him.

9.  He assembles an elaborate gift for his father which included  all 

that is listed in vs 23.

10.  Joseph demonstrates his clear head  and  organized  approach  to 

life by providing all that was necessary and even more.

11.  These men do not have to concern themselves with any  aspect  of 

this trip other than the travel.

12.  Once they arrive, they do not have to  concern  themselves  with 

transportation for the women and children and their aged father.

13.  They are not only given food, but  are  provided  with  luxuries 

during a time of famine.

14.  This all comes to them based on the person and work  of  Joseph.  

This is the type of application the believer should strive  to  make, 

when you do something, you do it to the best of your ability, you  do 

it willingly and joyfully.

15.  They can travel to Canaan, load all that is required, and return 

to Egypt knowing that the most productive region awaits them.

16.  They will be given new homes fitted out with  the  best  details 

which Joseph can provide.

17.  They should not even have any concern over whether or not Joseph 

still bears them any animosity, based on  all  these  tokens  of  his 

favor.

18.  Knowing human nature as he does, Joseph notes  some  disturbance 

among the brothers in spite of all their obvious blessing.

19.  No doubt they had begun to consider how they were going to break 

the news to Jacob about his son Joseph.

20.  This once again opened the old issues of who was guilty  of  the 

sale, and who was not actually involved.

21.  They had apparently began to allocate the appropriate shares  of 

guilt and each one would try to excuse himself and place the blame at 

the foot of another.

22.  This was not  only  fruitless,  but  would  only  give  rise  to 

ill-will and anger.

23.  They had to let the past remain in the past and move on.

24.  This was hardly a time for rancor and  squabbling,  this  was  a 

time for rejoicing in the grace of God and their wonderful blessing.

25.  Joseph directs a rather pointed admonition to  all  of  them  to 

cease and desist this type of activity.

26.  Apparently Joseph's stern admonition  had  its  desired  effect, 

since their is no evidence of MAS or quarreling reported on the jour- 

ney.

VS 26  AND THEY TOLD HIM, SAYING, "JOSEPH IS STILL ALIVE, AND  INDEED 

HE IS RULER OVER ALL THE LAND OF EGYPT."  (and they  caused  to  make 

plain to him, saying--adv dOi yet or still--Joseph--alive or living-- 

v + conj kiy=that, indirect discourse, continues  the  force  of  the 

infinitive, "saying...that--he--Qal act part lwm ruling,  or  ruler-- 

pref b + all the land of Mitsrayim)  BUT HE WAS STUNNED, FOR  HE  DID 

NOT BELIEVE THEM.  (and his heart--wc + Qal impf gVP pugh,  4X,  lit. 

to be cold, void of vital warmth, the idea is that  of  rigidity,  as 

ice is rigid as well as frigid.  Not having any vim or vigor, torpid= 

numb, inactive, apathetic--conj kiy=because--neg Xl + Hiphil  pf  ]mX 

to believe, followed by a l of the person,  as  here  +  3mp  suffix, 

them)

VS 27  WHEN THEY TOLD HIM ALL THE WORDS OF JOSEPH THAT HE HAD  SPOKEN 

TO THEM,  (and they spoke to him all the words  of  Joseph  which  he 

spoke to them)  AND WHEN HE SAW THE WAGONS THAT JOSEPH  HAD  SENT  TO 

CARRY HIM,  (and he saw the wagons which Joseph sent to lift or  bear 

him)  THE SPIRIT OF THEIR FATHER JACOB REVIVED.  (the spirit of Jacob 

their father--wc + Qal impf hyx to live, to flourish or  prosper,  to 

live again, to revive)

VS 28  THEN ISRAEL SAID, "IT IS ENOUGH; MY SON JOSEPH IS STILL ALIVE.  

(and  Israel  said--adj.m.s.  br  multitude,  great,  much  or  many, 

sometimes used as exclamation "enough" or "it is sufficient"--adv dOi 

yet or still--Joseph my son is alive)  I WILL GO AND SEE HIM BEFORE I 

DIE."  (let me walk and I will see him--,ruB before that, previous to 

--I will die)

SUMMARY VS 26-28

1.  Once the men  arrive  back  home,  they  immediately  relate  the 

incredible news about Joseph to Jacob their father.

2.  The first and most obvious item  would  be  to  inform  him  that 

Joseph is still alive.

3.  While it is not specifically mentioned, there is  no  doubt  that 

the brothers would have had to inform Jacob as to  the  circumstances 

surrounding the disappearance of Joseph 22 years earlier.

4.   Their  confession  and  the  news  that  Joseph  was  living  is 

immediately followed with an even more astounding announcement.

5.  He has been exalted to the position of virtual ruler of Egypt.

6.  All this information is more than Jacob can believe, since he has 

fully believed for more than 20 years that Joseph is dead.

7.  He endured 20+ years of self-induced misery because  he  rejected 

one doctrine, the doctrine of Joseph's exaltation as revealed by  God 

in the dreams.

8.  How important each aspect  of  doctrine  is  for  every  believer 

stands out here in clear relief.

9.  When the PT is pounding away over and over again on some point of 

doctrine which some believer needs to orient to, realize that this is 

always done in your best interest.

10.  Failure in one area can cause years of  discipline  and  misery, 

while orientation to BD is what produces +H and blessing in the  life 

of the believer.

11.  It is not a matter of whether Jacob was  blessed  to  a  certain 

degree during those 22 years, it is a matter  of  the  fact  that  he 

lived those years miserable and maladjusted, believing a lie.

12.  Maximum understanding of the Word of God and maximum orientation 

to the doctrine is the goal of  this  ministry,  producing  believers 

with maximum blessing in time and eternity.

13.  Because Jacob did not believe the doctrine  in  the  dreams,  he 

does not now believe his sons who bring some truthfully great news.

14.  The fact that they all kept saying the same thing, coupled  with 

the news Joseph had sent and the obviously  Egyptian  wagons  finally 

convinced Jacob that his son was alive.

15.  Even after he was convinced his sons continued to try to get him 

to believe the truth, most likely  dwelling  on  the  good  news  and 

avoiding further mention of their past sins.

16.  This is another problem that arises when  the  believer  is  not 

straightforward and honest, people who have any discernment learn not 

to trust them.

17.  Jacob did not believe his sons, at least partially,  because  he 

did not trust them.

18.  He knew their character.

19.  Believers must learn to forgive and forget and move on, allowing 

the past to remain in the past, however remember that what you do day 

by day establishes your history.

20.  Upon believing the fact that his son was alive, Jacob,  who  was 

renamed Israel, once again begins  to  manifest  the  spirit  of  the 

soldier of God.

21.  The change of name from Jacob to Israel is  quite  apparent  and 

designed to point out that the  believer  who  accepts  and  believes 

doctrine functions under the new nature.

22.  The one who fights against doctrine or rejects it outright lives 

under the old man, the STA.

23.  He finally tells them to be quiet, he is now convinced that  his 

son is alive and he intends to go and see him before his death.

24.  The fact that their confession is not mentioned is  designed  to 

underscore the fact that little more needed to be  said  about  their 

past transgressions.

25.  They had been disciplined and brought to  the  point  that  they 

knew they were wrong.

26.  Joseph had forgiven them and bore no animosity for their acts.

27.  Jacob could not do anything about the situation and any  further 

inquiries would serve no good purpose.

28.  The principle here  taught  is  that  the  believer  may  reject 

doctrine and fail miserably, but when they recognize it and deal with 

it, further reprimands are unnecessary and should be avoided.

29.  The pain  inflicted  by  God  via  discipline  and  through  the 

function of the conscience is often sufficient.

