GENESIS CHAPTER 46

OUTLINE 

I.  The trip to Beersheba.  vs 1-4

II.  The trip to Egypt.  vs 5-7

III.  The register of Jacob's family.  vs 8-27

IV.  Arrival in Egypt.  vs 28-30

V.  Joseph's diplomacy.  vs 31-34

VS 1  SO ISRAEL SET OUT WITH ALL THAT HE HAD, AND CAME TO  BEERSHEBA,  

(Israel--wc + Qal impf icn to pull or pluck up, to move  a  tent,  to 

travel or journey--and all which to him--and he came--toward the well 

of the seven, Gen. 21:31, 26:33, departed from Hebron)   AND  OFFERED 

SACRIFICES  TO  THE  GOD  OF  HIS  FATHER  ISAAC.   (and   sacrificed 

sacrifices to the God of his father Isaac)

VS 2  AND GOD SAID TO ISRAEL IN THE VISIONS OF THE NIGHT,  AND  SAID,  

(and Elohiym said to Israel=he talked--pref b + f.p.n hZrm that which 

is seen, appearance, look, aspect, form, vision, sight--of the  night 

--and he said)  "JACOB, JACOB." AND HE SAID, "HERE  I  AM."   (behold 

me)

VS 3  AND HE SAID, "I AM GOD, THE GOD  OF  YOUR  FATHER;  STOP  BEING 

AFRAID TO GO DOWN TO EGYPT,  (I, and the  El,  the  Elohiym  of  your 

father--neg lX + Qal impf Xry stop fearing--pref m + Qal inf const  + 

h locale dry from the  source  of  descending  toward--toward  Egypt)  

BECAUSE I WILL MAKE YOU A GREAT NATION THERE.  (conj kiy--for a goy a 

great--I will make you--adv sham=there)

VS 4  I WILL GO DOWN WITH YOU TO EGYPT, AND I WILL ALSO SURELY  BRING 

YOU UP AGAIN;  (I myself will descend with you to Egypt--and I myself 

will cause you to ascend--adv ,g indeed--Qal inf abs  hli  ascending)  

AND  JOSEPH  WILL   CLOSE   YOUR   EYES."    (and   Joseph   emphatic 

position--will place his hand over your eyes.)

SUMMARY VS 1-4

1.  Having received the momentous news  that  Joseph  was  alive  and 

ruling over all the land of Egypt, Jacob determines  to  go  and  see 

him.

2.  After packing all his  family  and  any  possessions  which  they 

desired to take, the clan departed.

3.  The use of the name Israel here serves two purposes:

    a.   It  emphasizes  that  Jacob  is  certainly  still  a  mature 

        believer.

    b.  It also emphasizes that this is the future  nation  which  is 

        making a geographic transition.

4.  This is a momentous period  in  the  angelic  conflict,  and  the 

beginning of a new period in the fulfillment of prophecy.

5.  Abraham had been told  that  some  unnamed  nation  would  figure 

prominently in the future of his descendants.  Gen. 15:13

6.  His descendants began to reside in a land which  was  not  theirs 

when Isaac was legally declared the heir of the promise at age  five.  

Gen. 21:8-10

7.  This occurred in  1845 BC and the family resided  in  Canaan  for 

185 years without actually possessing the land, they are consistently 

called sojourners.  Gen. 17:8

8.  From the  prophecy  in  Gen.  15:13,  215  years  must  still  be 

fulfilled during which the seed  resides  in  a  land  which  is  not 

theirs.

9.  This is where the unnamed nation figures into the prophecy, Egypt 

will be the place of sojourning for the next  215  years,  until  the 

time of the Exodus.

10.  This became necessary due to the ease with which  the  seed  was 

and would be assimilated into the Canaanite culture.

11.  The events of chapter 38 demonstrate quite readily that any  and 

all of the sons of Jacob were potential casualties.

12.  If the embryonic  nation  was  assimilated  into  the  Canaanite 

culture and religion, the unique plan of God for the nation, and  the 

appearance of the Messiah was in jeopardy.  At least from  the  human 

viewpoint, since God's plan is not ever in jeopardy.

13.  This move into a nation which was not so ready to associate with 

the Israelites, who  in  fact  disdained  foreigners,  would  aid  in 

developing a national consciousness and pride which  the  small  clan 

did not now possess.

14.  Israel would now be isolated both culturally and  geographically 

from the spiritual dangers to which they were now exposed.

15.  Any idea of intermarriage with the Israelites  was  out  of  the 

question as far as the Egyptians were concerned, which also served to 

protect these believers from the religious apostasy of the Egyptians.

16.  Canaanite immorality and religious idolatry would be  a  problem 

with which this nation would no longer have to reckon.

17.  Israel was "forced" to develop and maintain their own, heritage, 

traditions, language, religious practices, marriages, etc.

18.  God isolated this small group  from  dangerous  and  potentially 

deadly outside forces and forced them to pull together.

19.  Not all that much different than what  He  does  today  in  each 

local church.

20.  Like Israel, we are to adhere to God's revelation in  a  hostile 

environment, isolated from outside, dangerous influences through  the 

doctrine of separation, clinging to the Royal family  alone  for  our 

future.

21.  The reality of the move and all that  was  involved  in  leaving 

Canaan,  which  had  been  the  geographical  will  of  God  for  the 

patriarchs, becomes even more clear to Jacob  as  he  approaches  the 

southern border of Canaan.

22.  The last word He had from God on this  subject  was  to  get  in 

Canaan and stay there.  Gen. 31:13

23.  As he had departed Hebron and approached the  border  of  Canaan 

with all his possessions and family, he seems to  realize  that  this 

was not merely a trip to visit Joseph and return  before  his  death.  

45:28

24.  He recognizes that this a major relocation in the  plan  of  God 

and now deals with it as such.

25.  He offers sacrifices for many reasons, including:

    a.  Thanksgiving for the Abrahamic covenant.

    b.  Deliverance from the famine.

    c.  News about Joseph. 

    d.  The importance of this move.

    e.  To demonstrate his occupation  with  Messiah,  the  one  true 

        sacrifice.

26.  Jacob recognized that all blessing in  the  plan  of  God  is  a 

result of the person and work  of  Messiah,  which  these  sacrifices 

commemorate.

27.  The mature believer never loses sight of the basis for  all  his 

blessing and deliverance, in fact,  he  becomes  more  impressed  and 

occupied with the One who makes all things possible.

28.  As Jacob considered the momentous event which was occurring,  he 

had a certain amount of misgivings, since he had no clear  revelation 

from God on this matter.

29.  He had decided to go see Joseph and ride out the famine, and now 

stops to make absolutely certain that his move is right and  in  line 

with the will of God.

30.  This is the reason God reveals Himself to Jacob  once  again  in 

the visions of the night.

31.  This was the last of the visions of the patriarchs, and in  fact 

there is no record of any manifestation  of  God  to  the  Israelites 

until the time when Moses was 80 years old.

32.  God calls to Jacob, who readily responds in anticipation of  any 

revelation which he knew he needed.

33.  God identifies Himself as the 'El, which means the "strong  one" 

and emphasizes the attribute of omnipotence.

34.  He further identifies Himself as the same  God  who  his  father 

knew and who had been with and blessed Isaac all those years.

35.  There is a certain advance which must be made in one's  thinking 

whereby they come to a settled conclusion that God is  not  only  the 

personal God of their ancestors, but their God as well.

36.  One will eventually arrive at the point  where  they  understand 

and orient to the fact that God is no respecter of  persons  and  the 

same relationship which the great believers of the  past  enjoyed  is 

also available to you.

37.  This is contingent upon your positive volition and you desire to 

have such a relationship with the Mighty one of Israel.

38.  He commands Jacob to give up his MA fear of departing for Egypt, 

since this is the very environment in which God will begin to fulfill 

the physical seed aspect of the Abrahamic covenant.

39.  This is the place where Israel will ride out the famine and grow 

into the nation which will influence history as none other has.

40.  Their influence and  greatness  is  derived  solely  from  their 

unique relationship with the Omnipotent God.

41.  God promises His personal presence which the  adjusted  believer 

finds is the most important thing in life.

42.  One can go anywhere and do anything if God is personally present 

and supporting that believer.

43.   Along  with  the  promise  of  Divine  blessing   during   this 

relocation, comes the reiteration of the prophetic promise  to  bring 

the nation out of Egypt.  Gen. 15:14,16

44.  That great deliverance is the subject of  the  book  of  Exodus, 

when God delivered the nation Israel from Egypt and brought them back 

to the land of promise.

45.  He encourages Jacob with the fact that he will not only see  his 

son Joseph, but he will be present to perform the final act,  closing 

the eyes of the dead.

46.  This is in complete contrast to what Jacob had predicted in Gen. 

37:35.

47.  His failure to GAP the doctrine in the dreams had  lead  to  20+ 

years of misery, but he will move to Egypt and fulfill  the  doctrine 

which was given in the dream.  Gen. 47:31

48.  Doctrine is designed to produce ease  and  rest  for  the  soul, 

rejection of doctrine produces unnecessary misery and unrest for  the 

believer.

VS 5  THEN JACOB AROSE FROM BEERSHEBA; AND THE SONS OF ISRAEL CARRIED 

THEIR FATHER JACOB AND THEIR LITTLE ONES  AND  THEIR  WIVES,  IN  THE 

WAGONS WHICH PHARAOH HAD SENT TO CARRY HIM.  (Jacob arose from  Beer. 

and the sons of Israel lifted up Jacob their father and their  little 

ones and their wives in the wagons which Pharaoh sent to lift up him)

VS 6  AND THEY TOOK THEIR LIVESTOCK AND THEIR  PROPERTY,  WHICH  THEY 

HAD ACQUIRED IN THE LAND OF CANAAN,  (and they took  their  herds  or 

livestock--and their movable goods which they had acquired in land of 

Canaan)  AND CAME TO EGYPT, JACOB AND ALL HIS DESCENDANTS  WITH  HIM:  

(Jacob and all his seed with him)

VS 7  HIS SONS AND HIS GRANDSONS WITH  HIM,  HIS  DAUGHTERS  AND  HIS 

GRANDDAUGHTERS, AND ALL HIS DESCENDANTS WITH HIM HE BROUGHT TO EGYPT.  

(his sons and sons of  his  sons  with  him--and  his  daughters  and 

daughters of his sons--and all his seed he caused to come with him to 

Egypt)

SUMMARY VS 5-7

1.  Having clearly received the Divine  sanction  for  this  journey, 

Jacob gives word that the group is moving on to Egypt.

2.  His sons now load him and  their  wives  and  children  onto  the 

wagons which had been provided for this journey.

3.  Jacob does not now possess the  youthful  vigor  and  makes  this 

journey in the wagon.

4.  They did not leave their livestock in Canaan,  but  brought  with 

them the herds of sheep, goats and cattle.

5.  All their movable goods are also packed and brought with them, to 

some extent in contradiction to what they had been told.

6.  The word used in Gen. 45:20 is not the same word  which  is  used 

here.

7.  The word used here indicates  that  these  were  personal  things 

which they had acquired in Canaan, not merely common implements.

8.  Vs 6 gives a summary statement of the  entire  journey,  and  the 

verses which follow will elaborate as to specific details.

9.  It should be observed in vs 7 that no more distant relatives  are 

mentioned as accompanying Jacob than his  sons  and  their  immediate 

descendants; no mention is made of great-grandchildren.

10.  The final phrase of vs 7 does not mean that he brought  all  his 

descendants to Egypt at that time.

11.  For instance Joseph and his sons were descendants and he did not 

bring them to Egypt.

12.  His great-grandsons, Hezron and Hamul in vs.  12  are  mentioned 

but could not have possibly been alive at this time.

13.  Judah left home soon or immediately after the sale of Joseph  in 

1682 BC, and was reunited with the family by the  events  of  chapter 

42, which occurred when Joseph was 39 years old in 1660 BC.

14.  Into this period of 22 years the events of Judah's  reversionism 

must be placed, as recorded in Gen. 38.

15.  Assuming Er, his firstborn, was born only  one  year  after  his 

departure, and he weds Tamar at the very young age of  13,  then  God 

kills him.

16.  Some 2-3 years must be allowed for  Tamar  to  figure  out  that 

Shelah is not going to be sent to her in fulfillment of the  Levirate 

law, using up 15-16 years of the years we have available.

17.  Tamar gets pregnant by Judah and gives birth to the twins Shelah 

and Perez, which takes the better part of another year, meaning  that 

we have only 6-7 years left before Judah rejoins the family.

18.  Yet the sons of Perez, Jacob's great-grandsons are mentioned  in 

the list in vs 12, and they could not possibly be alive.

19.  Clearly Er and Onan did not make the trip and are listed  in  vs 

12.

20.  Benjamin is credited with 10 sons, and he is only now  22  years 

old, so it is unlikely that all these sons were alive at this time.

21.  What the final phrase of vs 7 does mean is that Jacob only  took 

those with him who were actually alive at  that  time,  some  of  the 

people who will be listed were actually born in Egypt.

VS 8  NOW THESE ARE THE NAMES OF THE SONS OF ISRAEL,  JACOB  AND  HIS 

SONS, WHO WENT TO EGYPT; REUBEN, JACOB'S FIRSTBORN.  (and these names 

of the sons of Israel, the ones coming to Egypt, Jacob and his sons-- 

firstborn of Jacob, Reuben)

VS 9  NOW THE SONS OF REUBEN INCLUDE HANOCH AND PALLU AND HEZRON  AND 

CARMI.  (now sons of Reuben, ...)

VS 10  NOW THE SONS OF SIMEON INCLUDE; JEMUEL AND JAMIN AND OHAD  AND 

JACHIN AND ZOHAR AND SHAUL THE SON OF A CANAANITE WOMAN.

VS 11  NOW THE SONS OF LEVI INCLUDE; GERSHON, KOHATH AND MERARI.

VS 12  AND THE SONS OF JUDAH INCLUDE; ER  AND  ONAN  AND  SHELAH  AND 

PEREZ AND ZERAH (NOW ER AND ONAN HAD DIED IN  THE  LAND  OF  CANAAN).  

THE SONS OF PEREZ BECAME HEZRON AND HAMUL.  (slight  change  here  to 

the wc + Qal impf hyh)

VS 13  NOW THE SONS OF ISSACHAR INCLUDE: TOLA AND PUVVAH AND IAB  AND 

SHIMRON.

VS 14  AND THE SONS OF ZEBULUN INCLUDE: SERED AND ELON AND JAHLEEL.

VS 15  THESE ARE THE SONS OF LEAH, WHOM SHE HAD  BORNE  TO  JACOB  IN 

PADDAN-ARAM, WITH HIS DAUGHTER DINAH;  (these sons of Leah, which she 

bore to Jacob in Paddan-aram--and Dinah his daughter)  ALL SOULS, HIS 

SONS AND HIS DAUGHTERS, THIRTY-THREE.  

SUMMARY VS 8-15

1.  Many have long considered this to be a listing of all the  people 

who were with Jacob at the time of the descent into Egypt,  but  this 

is erroneous.

2.  As stated in the previous summary there are  names  in  the  list 

which were not alive at all at the time of the descent, including  Er 

and Onan.

3.  The clear statement of vs 8 is that this is a roster of Jacob and 

his sons, they are the subject of the list.

4.  Certain other information is  given,  which  is  germane  to  the 

subjects, but is not to be confused with the  true  subjects  of  the 

list.

5.  Moses divides the descendants of Jacob by wives,  beginning  with 

the sons of Leah, Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar and Zebulun.

6.  Unless there is some reason to accurately  rule  out  that  these 

people were alive, they were alive at the time of the descent.

7.  Reuben, who is 45 years old by now has easily had  time  to  have 

the four sons attributed to him.

8.  Simeon who is 44, could easily have 6 sons by this time.

9.  The significant note about Simeon is that he also had a  liaison, 

or possibly even married  a  Canaanite  woman  in  violation  of  the 

patriarchal instruction concerning marriage.

10.  Levi, who is 43, could easily have had the three sons attributed 

to him by this time.

11.  Judah, certainly had the five sons mentioned before he  rejoined 

the family.

12.  As the parenthesis notes, Er and Onan had died in  the  land  of 

Canaan.

13.  As previously stated, Hezron and Hamul  could  not  possibly  be 

alive at this time, since their father could be as young as  1  or  2 

and no more than 6 or 7 years old.

14.  Issachar, who is 40 years old is credited with 4 sons.

15.  Zebulun, who is just 1 year younger,  39,  is  credited  with  3 

sons.

16.  vs 15 is a summary verse, and once again focuses the student  on 

the fact that the sons of Leah and Jacob are actually what is  really 

in view in these verses.

17.  This is made even more specific by the fact that she gave  birth 

to them in Mesopotamia, during the time of Jacob's stay with Laban.

18.  Dinah is mentioned separately, since she continued to reside  at 

the house with Jacob and apparently never married.

19.  There are most certainly other daughters of Jacob  who  are  not 

mentioned, and as a matter of fact, women are generally omitted  from 

this list and excluded from the numbers.

20.  This list may be compared with two other parallel lists, as well 

as the partial listing found in Ex. 6:14.  Num. 26: IChron 4-6

21.  From these lists we observe  the  purpose  of  the  listing,  to 

denote those men who would be the  heads  of  the  various  clans  in 

Israel, as well as to provide accurate information in the  chronology 

of the patriarchs.

22.  This explains why certain descendants are mentioned and  certain 

ones are omitted.

23.  For instance, The sons of Perez were Hezron and  Hamul,  but  no 

mention is made of the sons of Zerah,  although  they  are  certainly 

mentioned in IChron. 2:5-6

24.  The ones who are important to the plan of  God,  who  make  some 

significant contribution, or who, like Er and Onan  gained  notoriety 

are here mentioned.

25.  I take the final statement of vs 15 to mean  that  Leah  herself 

gave birth to a total of 33 sons and daughters over the course of her 

life, the sons all being born in Mesopotamia.

26.   That  the  number  33  cannot  refer  to  all  the  descendants 

previously listed is evident, since 33 names are listed, two of  whom 

are already dead and certainly did not enter Egypt,  and  with  Dinah 

gives a number of 32 or 34.

VS 16  NOW THE SONS OF GAD INCLUDE:   ZIPHON  AND  HAGGI,  SHUNI  AND 

EZBON, ERI AND ARODI AND ARELI.

VS 17  AND THE SONS OF ASHER INCLUDE:  IMNAH AND ISHVAH AND ISHVI AND 

BERIAH AND THEIR SISTER SERAH.  AND THE SONS  OF  BERIAH:  HEBER  AND 

MALCHIEL.

VS 18  THESE ARE THE SONS OF ZILPAH, WHOM LABAN GAVE TO HIS  DAUGHTER 

LEAH; AND SHE BORE THESE TO JACOB, SIXTEEN SOULS.

Summary vs 16-18

1.  Again the subjects of this list are the sons of  Jacob,  although 

other information is supplied about the family tree.

2.  Gad and Asher are the two sons of Zilpah,  who  was  the  servant 

of Leah.

3.  A daughter is mentioned in this list among  the  sons  of  Asher, 

about whom nothing else is recorded.

4.  The total number of sons and daughters which Zilpah bore over her 

lifetime is given as 16.

VS 19  THE SONS OF JACOBS WIFE RACHEL; JOSPEH AND BENJAMIN.

VS 20  NOW TO JOSEPH IN THE LAND OF  EGYPT  WERE  BORN  MANASSEH  AND 

EPHRAIM, WHOM ASENATH, THE DAUGHTER OF POTIPHERA, PRIEST OF ON,  BORE 

TO HIM.

VS 21  AND THE SONS OF BENJAMIN:  BELA AND BECHER  AND  ASHBEL,  GERA 

AND NAAMAN, EHI AND ROSH, MUPPIM AND HUPPIM AND ARD.  

VS 22  THESE ARE THE SONS OF RACHEL, WHO WERE BORN TO JACOB; FOURTEEN 

PERSONS IN ALL.  all souls were fourteen.

Summary vs 19-22

1.  Rachel is the only woman among these lists who is called the wife 

of Jacob.

2.  Rachel was Jacob's right woman, but his failure to  stand  up  to 

Laban caused him to be saddled with Leah as well.

3.  His failure to deal with the STA's of these two women  eventually 

brought about sexual liaisons with their two hand maids,  Zilpah  and 

Bilhah.

4.  The subject of these verses are the two sons  of  Rachel,  Joseph 

and Benjamin.

5.  All told Rachel gave birth to 14 children, 12 daughters  and  two 

sons.

VS 23  AND THE SONS OF DAN INCLUDED: HUSHIM.

VS 24  AND THE SONS OF NAPHTALI:  JAHZEEL  AND  GUNI  AND  JEZER  AND 

SHILLEM.

VS 25  THESE ARE THE SONS OF BILHAH, WHOM LABAN GAVE TO HIS  DAUGHTER 

RACHEL, AND SHE BORE THESE TO JACOB; ALL SOULS WERE SEVEN.

VS 26  ALL THE SOULS BELONGING TO  JACOB,  WHO  CAME  TO  EGYPT,  HIS 

DIRECT DESCENDANTS,  (all the soul, the one  coming  to  Egypt,  with 

Jacob--Qal act part Xjy--f.s.n fry the thigh, going out of his thigh)

NOT INCLUDING THE WIVES OF JACOB'S SONS, WERE SIXTY  SIX  PERSONS  IN 

ALL,  (pref m + pref l + dB all together comes to mean, apart from or 

besides--wives of sons of Jacob--all souls sixty six)

VS 27  AND THE SONS OF JOSEPH, WHO WERE BORN TO  HIM  IN  EGYPT  WERE 

TWO:  (souls two)  ALL THE PERSONS OF THE HOUSE OF JACOB, WHO CAME TO 

EGYPT WERE SEVENTY.  (all the soul--of household of  Jacob,  the  one 

coming to Egypt, seventy)

SUMMARY VS 23-27

1.  The final roster is that of Bilhah, the handmaid of  Rachel,  who 

gave birth to Dan and Naphtali.

2.  The total number of her children was seven.

3.  vs 26 states plainly that the number of those actually coming  to 

Egypt with Jacob was sixty six.

4.  This number is not to be construed as the  number  of  those  who 

have been given in this historical register, but the number of direct 

descendants who actually made the journey.

5.  This number includes only his sons and daughters which  had  been 

born to the 4 women in his household.

6.  This figure does not take into account his wives (at least one of 

whom was dead) or the wives of  his  sons,  but  only  direct  lineal 

descendants.

7.  The total number of sons and daughters  who  made  the  trip  was 

sixty-six.

8.  Vs 27 factors in Joseph, who was not included in  the  sixty-six, 

but certainly listed in the register of the family.

9.  Joseph and his two sons born to him in Egypt, who were  certainly 

alive at the time of the descent, bring the total to sixty-nine.

10.  When we add in Jacob himself, the grand total is seventy.

11.  Consistently throughout this listing, the word  souls  has  been 

used, to inform the interpreter that not only sons or  males  are  in 

view.

12.  The difficulties arise  when  interpreters  seek  to  make  this 

listing of the historical heads of the nation match the numbers which 

are here given in summary.

13.  Comparison with the other major lists in Num. 26 and IChron  4-6 

reveals some differences in names, which are  usually  attributed  to 

variant spellings or the fact that people could  use  more  than  one 

name if they chose.

14.  Acts 7:14 notes that seventy five people came down to Egypt with 

Jacob, which no doubt includes the wives  of  his  sons  and  any  of 

Jacob's women who had survived until that time.

VS 28  NOW HE SENT JUDAH BEFORE HIM TO JOSEPH, TO POINT OUT  THE  WAY 

BEFORE HIM TO GOSHEN;  (v + s.d.o + Judah=emphatic position--he  sent 

to his faces to Joseph--pref l + Hiphil inf const hry in Qal to  cast 

or throw or shoot forth.  In Hiphil to cast or to show  or  indicate, 

here to direct--before him--toward Goshen)  AND THEY  CAME  INTO  THE 

LAND OF GOSHEN.  (and they came to region of Goshen)

VS 29  AND JOSEPH PREPARED HIS CHARIOT AND WENT UP TO GOSHEN TO  MEET 

HIS FATHER ISRAEL;  (and Joseph--wc + Qal impf rcX to  bind  or  make 

fast, to fasten animals, to harness--his chariot--and went up to meet 

Israel his father)  AND HE APPEARED TO HIM AND HE FELL UPON HIS  NECK 

AND WEPT UPON HIS NECK A LONG TIME.  (and  he,  Joseph--wc  +  Niphal 

impf hXr lit. appeared, this construction is used  in  18:1,  26:2,24 

and in IKings 6, all of Divine appearances--and fell  upon  his  neck 

and wept upon his neck--adv. dVi yet, again, repeatedly, a while)

VS 30  THEN ISRAEL SAID TO JOSEPH, "LET ME DIE NOW AFTER I HAVE  SEEN 

YOUR FACE THAT YOU ARE STILL ALIVE."  (Qal impf cohort tVm let me die 

--d.a. + ,iP= this time or now--prep rxX after or since--I  saw  your 

face--conj kiy=that or since you are yet alive.)

SUMMARY VS 28-30

1.  Vs 8-27 constitute a parenthesis in the  flow  of  the  narrative 

which resumes now in vs 28.

2.   After  departing  Beersheba,  conscious  and  confident  in  the 

directive will of God, Jacob sends his most trusted son ahead of  the 

caravan.

3.  Judah is sent ahead to Joseph in order to find out exactly  where 

Joseph wanted the family located.

4.  After seeing Joseph and obtaining direction, Judah returns to the 

group and guides them to the region of Goshen where they were  to  be 

settled.

5.  Joseph waits until the family has arrived and prepares his  royal 

chariot and departs to see his father.

6.  The long years of separation and the pent  up  emotions  are  too 

deep to be expressed in words, so Joseph falls upon his father's neck 

and weeps for some time.

7.  No doubt Jacob was quite moved himself and shed no few tears.

8.  After both men have unburdened themselves emotionally,  Jacob  is 

the first to speak.

9.  His comment may be paraphrased as "now I can die in peace, having 

been reunited with you."

10.  While Jacob was convinced by his  sons  that  Joseph  was  still 

alive, he still seems to possess an attitude that does not believe it 

until he sees it.

11.  Only when he saw Joseph's face was he  absolutely  certain  that 

Joseph was still alive.

12.  The Hebrew construction in vs 29 of Joseph appearing to Jacob is 

used only of Divine appearances in Genesis.

13.  That Jacob considered the  sight  of  Joseph  miraculous  is  an 

understatement.

14.  Jacob has endured over 20 years of misery and desperation simply 

because he failed to GAP the doctrine in the dreams and apply  it  by 

faith to his circumstances.

15.  The purpose of doctrine is to relax the believer and orient  him 

to God and his purpose.

16.  When doctrine makes you miserable, it is evident  that  you  are 

failing at some stage of GAP.  assembly, hearing, faith, application.

17.  You can continue to advance spiritually while failing in certain 

areas, as Jacob illustrates, however you will spend a great  deal  of 

that time miserable if you fail to acclimate to certain doctrines.

18.  Certain doctrines will absolutely  reduce  you  to  a  spiritual 

casualty  if  they  are  rejected.   face  to  face,  LC,  authority, 

separation.

19.  Jacob is indicative of a believer who has no real joy  in  life, 

and it is quite evident that he seems preoccupied with death.  37:35, 

42:2,38, 46:30

20.   While  death  is  the  ultimate  promotion  for  the  adjusting 

believer, some seem to view death/rapture as an easy way out  of  the 

problems they face.

21.  Like Jacob, some believers face problems simply due to their own 

rejection of the D/VP, and instead  of  orienting  to  the  doctrine, 

look to the rapture for their deliverance.

22.  Jacob has 17 more years to produce DG; God is not ready to check 

him out.

DOCTRINE OF THE IMPORTANCE OF DOCTRINE

VS 31  AND JOSEPH SAID TO HIS BROTHERS AND TO HIS FATHER'S HOUSEHOLD,  

(and Joe said to his brothers and to his fathers house)  "I  WILL  GO 

UP AND TELL PHARAOH, AND  WILL  SAY  TO  HIM,  'MY  BROTHERS  AND  MY 

FATHER'S HOUSEHOLD, WHO WERE IN THE LAND OF CANAAN, HAVE COME TO  ME;  

(let me go up and let me cause to make plain to Pharaoh--and  let  me 

say to him--my brothers and my fathers house--who in land of Canaan-- 

they came to me)

VS 32  AND THE MEN ARE SHEPHERDS,  FOR  THEY  HAVE  BEEN  KEEPERS  OF 

LIVESTOCK;  (now the men are watchers  of  sheep--conj  kiy=because-- 

men of cattle or livestock they became)  AND THEY HAVE BROUGHT  THEIR 

FLOCKS AND THEIR HERDS AND ALL THAT THEY HAVE.'  (and their sheep and 

their herds and all which to them--they caused to come)

VS 33  AND IT SHALL COME ABOUT WHEN PHARAOH CALLS YOU AND SAYS, 'WHAT 

IS YOUR OCCUPATION?'  (wc + Qal pf  hayah--conj  kiy=that  or  when-- 

Pharaoh will call for you--and he will say--interr hm what--m.n  hwim 

that which anyone does, business, occupation)   THAT  YOU  WILL  SAY, 

'YOUR SERVANTS HAVE BEEN KEEPERS OF LIVESTOCK  FROM  OUR  YOUTH  EVEN 

UNTIL NOW,  (v + Qal pf?? you said??--men of  cattle  or  livestock-- 

your servants have become=have been in the past--from our  youth--and 

as far as now)  BOTH WE AND OUR FATHERS,'  (adv gam + pers  pron--adv 

gam + our fathers)  IN ORDER THAT YOU  MAY  RESIDE  IN  THE  LAND  OF 

GOSHEN.  (pref b + prep rVbi lit a passing over or  transition,  with 

pref b =that, denoting purpose, in order that--Qal impf bwy you  will 

dwell in land of Goshen)  BECAUSE AN ABOMINATION TO THE EGYPTIANS  IS 

EVERY  SHEPHERD."   (conj  kiy--f.s.n  hbiOt  something   abominable, 

detested or hated--to Mitsrayim--all watchers of sheep)

SUMMARY VS 31-34

1.  Having been reconciled with his brothers and  reunited  with  his 

father after some 22 years, Joseph is quite satisfied.

2.  He has made arrangements for the entire clan to be  relocated  to 

Egypt, and all has gone according to plan.

3.  During the time that they were travelling to  Egypt,  Joseph  has 

had time to consider other  pertinent  issues  which  will  naturally 

arise as a result of his family's presence.

4.  Joseph has a very exalted position in Egypt and as one with great 

authority must consider his actions carefully.

5.  He is aware that their is a serious  Egyptian  prejudice  against 

anyone who was a shepherd.

6.  This is attested on various monuments which depicted shepherds as 

lanky, withered, distorted, even emaciated figures.

7.  They are represented as the lowest and  most  despised  caste  in 

Egyptian culture.

8.  This was not applicable not only  to  native  shepherds,  but  to 

foreign shepherds who were doubly despised.

9.  Herodotus confirms this testimony by his statement that those who 

kept swine were the most despised, but all shepherds were includes in 

one lowly caste.

10.  Joseph intends  to  inform  Pharaoh  of  his  family's  arrival, 

although Pharaoh had practically arranged for this to occur.

11.  His true intent is to present the issues  before  Pharaoh  about 

his family's occupation in as tactful a way as possible.

12.  Coupled with this pressure of conforming  to  Egyptian  customs, 

was the pressure of conveying this information to his family.

13.  He certainly did not want them to think that he was  ashamed  of 

them or had adopted the Egyptian attitude himself.

14.  He did not wish to offend  them,  by  treating  them  as  social 

inferiors, so he addresses this matter.

15.  Joseph chooses to address this matter immediately and in a  very 

frank and straightforward manner.

16.  He instructs his family as to the issues and how he  will  first 

approach Pharaoh on their behalf.

17.  He informs them that at some point Pharaoh will ask  them  about 

their occupation and instructs them as to how to respond.

18.  Their response is to be one of humility "your servants" but  not 

one of shame.

19.  They are to speak frankly as those who felt no such  stigma  was 

attached to their calling, but at the same time avoid and belligerent 

attitude.

20.  They were to state that this was not a  new  business,  but  one 

which had been in their family for generations.

21.  The intent of handling this  situation  as  Joseph  does  is  to 

locate them in the land of Goshen, which was quite adapted  to  their 

occupation.

22.  Goshen has several things to commend it from Joseph's  point  of 

view:

    a.  It was suitable for flocks.

    b.  It was somewhat isolated from the culture of  the  Egyptians, 

        Tanis being some 20 miles away.

    c.  It was the closest region to Canaan.

23.  The final statement of vs 34 explains fully to  his  family  why 

Joseph desires to handle this situation the way he does.

24.  The natural Egyptian prejudice against  shepherds  would  secure 

their isolation from the Egyptian culture.

25.  They would also be somewhat geographically isolated, since  many 

of the Egyptians would migrate to the towns where the food  was  over 

the course of the 7 year famine.

26.  This discouraged  any  intercourse  between  the  Egyptians  and 

Israel.

27.  The very  real  danger  of  amalgamation  of  the  Jews  by  the 

Canaanites was thus eliminated.

28.  Here God would isolate the Jews and they would retain their  own 

heritage, culture and most importantly their own religion.

29.  What was on the surface a hindrance to  them  coming  to  Egypt, 

would be used by God to preserve and prosper the seed of Abraham.

30.  It is here that Israel will develop into a  nation,  of  some  2 

million people in the 215 years before the Exodus.

31.  Since they could not seem  to  readily  apply  the  doctrine  of 

separation for themselves, God would place them in a  position  where 

others would apply it for them.

