GENESIS CHAPTER 47

OUTLINE 

I.  Introduction of Joseph's family.  vs 1-12

II.  Joseph procures livestock.  vs 13-17

III.  Joseph procures land.  vs 14-26

IV.  Jacob's request and fulfillment of prophecy.  vs 27-31

VS 1  THEN JOSEPH WENT IN AND TOLD PHARAOH, AND  SAID,   (and  Joseph 

came in and caused to make plain to Pharaoh and said)  "MY FATHER AND 

MY BROTHERS AND THEIR FLOCKS AND THEIR HERDS AND ALL THAT THEY  HAVE, 

HAVE COME OUT OF THE LAND OF CANAAN; AND BEHOLD, THEY ARE IN THE LAND 

OF GOSHEN."   (and behold them in land of Goshen)

VS 2  AND HE TOOK FIVE MEN FROM AMONG  HIS  BROTHERS,  AND  PRESENTED 

THEM TO PHARAOH.  (wc + Hiphil impf gjy not used in Qal, in Hiphil to 

cause to stand, to place or set--to the faces of Pharaoh)

VS 3  THEN PHARAOH SAID TO HIS BROTHERS, "WHAT IS  YOUR  OCCUPATION?"  

(what is your occupation or line of work)  SO THEY SAID  TO  PHARAOH, 

"YOUR SERVANTS ARE SHEPHERDS, BOTH WE AND OUR FATHERS."  (watchers of 

flocks=shepherds--your servants--both we and our fathers)

VS 4  AND THEY SAID TO PHARAOH, "WE HAVE COME TO SOJOURN IN THE LAND, 

FOR THERE IS NO PASTURE FOR YOUR SERVANTS' FLOCKS, FOR THE FAMINE  IS 

SEVERE IN THE LAND OF CANAAN.  (pref l + Qal inf const rVG to live as 

a stranger, to live as a temporary resident in a foreign land--in the 

land--Qal pf XOB--conj kiy--there does not exist--m.s.n  hirm  fodder 

for flocks, pasture--for the flocks which are to your  servants--conj 

kiy--heavy the famine in land of Canaan)  NOW, THEREFORE, PLEASE  LET 

YOUR SERVANTS LIVE IN THE LAND OF GOSHEN."  (and now, let us dwell or 

settle, please--your servants--in land of Goshen)

VS 5  THEN PHARAOH SAID TO JOSEPH, "YOUR  FATHER  AND  YOUR  BROTHERS 

HAVE COME TO YOU."  (Phar. said to Joseph saying)

VS 6  "THE LAND OF EGYPT IS AT YOUR DISPOSAL; SETTLE YOUR FATHER  AND 

YOUR BROTHERS IN THE BEST OF THE LAND,  (land of Egypt to your faces, 

it--pref b + m.s.n buym the good, or best part  of  anything--of  the 

land--Hiphil imperv bwy cause them to  dwell--your  father  and  your 

brothers)  THEY WILL DWELL IN THE LAND OF  GOSHEN;  NOW  IF  YOU  ARE 

AWARE WHETHER THIS ARE CAPABLE MEN AMONG THEM, (v + hypoth  'im--you 

know--v + there  exists  in  them=among  them--a  man  of--m.s.n  lyx 

strength, power, might, ability, virtue, integrity=a trustworthy man)

THEN PUT THEM IN CHARGE OVER ALL MY LIVESTOCK."  (then place them  as 

princes of livestock--over all which to me)

SUMMARY VS 1-6

1. These verses deal with the actual settlement of Israel  in  Goshen 

at the decree of Pharaoh.

2.  Joseph demonstrates real wisdom in coming to Pharaoh and  keeping 

him informed at every juncture.

3.  While Sesostris had made certain promises previously,  rulers  of 

history had been known to speak in a generous  fashion  and  fail  to 

perform what they had promised.

4.  In order to avoid any charge of favoritism or impropriety, Joseph 

brings the issue of locating his family before Pharaoh.

5.  It is evident that Joseph had settled his family in  Goshen,  and 

comes before  Pharaoh  to  have  him  publicly  confirm  his  earlier 

promise.

6.  While confirmation of his previous  promise  was  likely,  Joseph 

wants to make it clear that what was done for his family was the work 

of Pharaoh and on the public record.

7.  Joseph selects the five men he wants to present to  Pharaoh  from 

the family based on his discernment.

8.  This is a diplomatic courtesy on Joseph's part, whom  we  observe 

from this section to be quite shrewd and skillful in dealing with the 

intricacies of politics.

9.  Beyond this, he demonstrates excellent foresight as he considered 

the issue of settling his family.  on public record,  settled  first, 

presentation of appropriate few, question about occupation, etc.

10.  As Joseph had rightly discerned,  Pharaoh  asks  them  at  their 

initial appearance before him as to their line of work.

11.  They answer as they had been told to answer (no  doubt  part  of 

the reason Joseph selected this  particular  five),  with  pride  and 

straightforward plainness, coupled with a humble attitude.

12.  They inform Sesostris that they are merely planning to  live  in 

the land temporarily, since conditions in Canaan were  so  dire  that 

they could not continue to reside there safely.

13.  They have left their native land as a matter of utmost necessity 

and only ask the modest request of settling in Goshen temporarily.

14.  A powerful ruler such as Pharaoh could certainly  afford  to  be 

magnanimous and allow this small group of 66 people to settle in some 

outlying area of his empire.

15.  Sesostris summarizes the situation in his response to Joseph  in 

vss 5-6.

16.  He confirms his earlier gracious offer, and if anything, is more 

generous as he says that the entire land is at Joseph's disposal.

17.  Since they could live anywhere and  they  had  already  gone  to 

Goshen, he makes it absolutely clear that Goshen is where he  desires 

them to stay.

18.  He offers the family  of  Joseph  gainful  employment  in  their 

chosen profession.

19.  This was a nice touch, and would aid this  family  in  terms  of 

self-respect, since they could contribute to their  own  welfare  and 

not feel like sponges or moochers.

20.  All the good things which happened to this family in Egypt  were 

clearly the result of the esteem which Pharaoh had for Joseph.

21.  They have gone from a position of  famine  and  hopelessness  to 

eating the fat of the land and a bright future.

22.  In spite  of  the  Egyptian  prejudice  against  shepherds,  God 

manages to more than adequately provide for His people.

23.  This is another type of what the believer enjoys  based  on  the 

person and work of another.

24.  We were enemies of God and destined for destruction when we were 

suddenly accepted based on the person and work of Christ.

25.  Our situation went from one of utter bankruptcy and hopelessness 

to one with an exceedingly bright future.  Eph. 2:1-7

VS 7  THEN JOSEPH BROUGHT HIS  FATHER  JACOB  AND  PRESENTED  HIM  TO 

PHARAOH; AND JACOB BLESSED PHARAOH.  (then Joe  caused  to  come  in, 

Jacob his father and stood him before Phar)

VS 8  AND PHARAOH SAID TO JACOB, "HOW MANY  YEARS  HAVE  YOU  LIVED?"  

(how many days of years of your life--pref k + interr hm =  how  many 

or how much)

VS 9  SO JACOB SAID TO PHARAOH, "THE YEARS OF MY SOJOURNINGS ARE  ONE 

HUNDRED AND THIRTY;   (the  days  of  years--m.p.n  rVgm  wanderings, 

staying in a land which is not one's  own--one  hundred  and  thirty)  

FEW AND UNPLEASANT HAVE BEEN THE DAYS OF THE YEARS OF MY LIFE,  (adj. 

uim little, small  or  few--v  +  m.p.adj.  ir  evil,  bad,  unhappy, 

unfortunate, sad, displeasing--the says of  years  of  my  life  have 

become)  NOR HAVE THEY ATTAINED TO THE YEARS  THAT  MY  FATHERS  LIVE 

DURING THE DAYS OF THEIR SOJOURNINGS."  (neg. Xl + HIphil  pf gwn  to 

move or remove, to move toward, hence to attain or arrive or overtake 

someth.--days of the years of life of my fathers--pref b  +  days  of 

their sojournings)

VS 10  AND JACOB BLESSED PHARAOH AND WENT OUT FROM HIS PRESENCE.

VS 11  SO JOSEPH SETTLED HIS FATHER AND HIS BROTHERS, AND GAVE THEM A 

POSSESSION IN THE LAND OF EGYPT,  (Joseph caused to dwell--his father 

and his brothers--and he gave to them--f.s.n hZxX 'achuzzah, used  in 

Gen. 23:4,9,20=a possession, something which one owns or  belongs  to 

him--in land of Mitsrayim)  IN THE BEST OF THE LAND, IN THE  LAND  OF 

RAMESES, AS PHARAOH HAD  ORDERED.   (in  the  good  or  best  of  the 

land--in land of ccmir ra' m ses this word belongs to a later  period 

in Egyptian history, and was one by which Moses  contemporaries  knew 

the city and the region,  Ex. 1:11   Not  to  be  confused  with  the 

rulers known as Raamses, who were of a much later period c Dyn  18-19 

--just as Pharaoh commanded)

VS 12  AND JOSEPH PROVIDED HIS FATHER AND HIS BROTHERS  AND  ALL  HIS 

FATHER'S  HOUSEHOLD  WITH  FOOD,  ACCORDING  TO  THEIR  LITTLE  ONES.  

(Joseph--wc + Pilpel impf lVK to hold up, to sustain, to nourish lit. 

to provide by measure--his father and his brothers--and all house  of 

his father--d.o lechem=bread, prepared food--to or for  or  according 

to mouth of skipping ones=infants or children)

SUMMARY VS 7-12

1.  After the presentation of his brothers  and  upon  obtaining  the 

desired permission to settle the family  in  the  region  of  Goshen, 

Joseph brings his father before Pharaoh.

2.  Of all the members of the family, Joseph and Jacob no  doubt  had 

the most rapport due to their understanding of doctrine.

3.  From the human viewpoint, Joseph's family is a group  of  gypsies 

and his father is not a person who was of any real consequence.

4.  However from the D/VP, Jacob was the last of the  patriarchs  and 

the recipient of the promises of the Abrahamic covenant, and  one  of 

the most positive believers on the planet.

5.  He is the superior to Pharaoh in every way and greets him with  a 

blessing.  indicating that he believes that  he  has  more  to  offer 

Pharaoh than Phar. has to offer him.

6.  No doubt the lesser is blessed by the greater.  Heb. 7:7

7.  While little of the conversation between  Pharaoh  and  Jacob  is 

recorded, the  fact  that  he  blessed  Pharaoh  indicates  that  the 

conversation contained some measure of D/VP.

8.  Jacob is obviously quite aged and Sesostris  inquires  about  the 

length of time he has been alive.

9.  Jacob takes this inquiry as an opportunity to complain  and  vent 

his human viewpoint frustration, which is clearly not appropriate  in 

this setting.

10.  Jacob takes Pharaoh's question about the length of his life  and 

answers in such a way as to say that life is only a temporary stay in 

a foreign place.

11.  This is the reality that all the great  believers  of  antiquity 

understood, that they  were  merely  strangers  in  a  strange  land, 

passing through to their ultimate destination.

12.  Hebrews 11:8-10 indicate that Abraham  understood  that  he  was 

living in a temporary setting, and he had his focus on  the  eternal, 

permanent house.

13.  Heb. 11:14-16 states that all the great believers  of  the  past 

had their eyes set on the permanent country which awaits believers.  

14.  Their positive  volition  was  such  that  they  did  not  allow 

themselves to be caught up in the temporary life which  exists  here, 

but they continued to look at the unseen future.

15.  They desired another country, inhabited by  positive  believers, 

ruled by God Himself, and as a result  were  not  ever  impressed  or 

swayed by the world system in which they lived.

16.  Jacob's answer is expressed as one who is looking  back  on  his 

life as being complete, viewing it as a whole or unit.

17.  The term days of years  is  consistently  used  throughout  this 

section to  emphasize  the  fact  that  one's  life  is  composed  of 

individual days which serve to make up the whole.

18.  The exhortation of IPet. 3:10-12 is appropriate.

19.  While Jacob is preoccupied with death as we  have  observed  and 

feels that his life is practically over,  he  will  live  another  17 

years.

20.  His comment about the relative length of his life as compared to 

his forefathers takes into consideration, not only Abraham and Isaac, 

but all the other post-dilvueans in his family tree.

21.  The real issue in life is not how long one lives, but what  they 

do during the time they live.

22.  How you spend your time  as  a  believer  on  this  planet  will 

determine your position and blessing in the permanent home.

23.  Jacob now takes the opportunity  to  vent  his  human  viewpoint 

frustration at the events of his life.

24.  Jacob here exemplifies the viewpoint of many aged  people,  they 

look  for  an  opportunity  to  complain  and  vent  the  accumulated 

frustration of many years of being jammed.

25.  Some people may have the idea that once you get older  you  will 

somehow miraculously be transformed  into  a  wonderful  person,  but 

nothing could be further from the truth.

26.  As you grow old, you will simply be confirmed in  the  attitudes 

and actions which you have practiced all the days of your years.

27.  If you live under the STA and refuse to self-discipline yourself 

to apply doctrine in the MA, as well  as  overtly,  you  will  become 

bitter, not better.

28.  Old age apart from positive volition is called  the  evil  days.  

Eccles. 12:1

29.  Much of Jacob's misery in life does not have to do with the fact 

that he faced more or greater problems and tests than  his  ancestors 

did.

30.  On the contrary, much of his misery came from his own refusal to 

submit himself to the plan of God and pursuing his self-chosen course 

through his life.

31.  His perspective on his life is a  condemnation  of  himself,  as 

well as being devoid of any grace orientation and acclimation to  the 

fact that God causes all things to work together for good for the one 

who loves Him.

32.  Since Jacob is aware that his life will not last as long as  his 

forefathers, he calls his days few, which is hardly true.  147  years 

X 360 days= 62,920 days.

33.  Again the issue is not how many days you have, but how you spend 

those days allotted to you by God.

34.  He further categorizes his days as evil, sad or unpleasant;  but 

much of this was due to his own choices in life.  deceitful,  seeking 

to promote himself instead of faith-resting  promise,  alliance  with 

Laban, ill advised marriages, family problems based on too many women 

in the house, neg. vol to Joseph's dreams

35.  vs 10 indicates, however that Jacob  did  not  only  vent  human 

viewpoint at Pharaoh, but provided certain Divine VP as well.

36.  vs 11-12 give a summary of the fact that Joseph's plan to settle 

the family in Goshen was successful.

37.  He provided the best for them which Egypt had to offer, which is 

the correct way which one is to act when they show hospitality.

38.  Certainly this is hospitality on a  grand  scale,  nevertheless, 

the same principles apply when you apply hospitality on any scale.

39.  When you provide something for  someone,  provide  the  best  of 

which you are capable.

40.  The phrase "the land of Rameses" is used  by  Moses  to  further 

define the area in which Israel was originally settled.

41.  This term no doubt is a synonym for the land  of  Goshen  as  we 

have seen.

42.  Joseph makes certain that all the  members  of  the  family  are 

provided for in terms of their daily food.

43.  He no longer merely provides them with grain, but establishes  a 

routine of sending prepared food to the household.

44.  As we will see in the verses immediately  following,  even  when 

there was not bread to be had in Egypt, God used  Joseph  to  provide 

for these believers under incredible economic adversity.

VS 13  NOW THERE WAS NO BREAD IN ALL THE LAND, BECAUSE THE FAMINE WAS 

VERY SEVERE,  (and bread did not exist in al the land--because  heavy 

the famine exceedingly)  AND THE LAND OF EGYPT AND THE LAND OF CANAAN 

LANGUISHED BECAUSE OF THE FAMINE.  (and land of  Egypt  and  land  of 

Canaan--wc + Qal impf hhl to be exhausted, to faint from thirst, slow 

sluggish--from the face of the famine=on account of it)

VS 14  AND JOSEPH GATHERED ALL THE MONEY THAT WAS FOUND IN  THE  LAND 

OF EGYPT AND IN THE LAND OF CANAAN FOR THE GRAIN WHICH  THEY  BOUGHT,  

(and Joseph--wc + Piel impf uql to gather or collect--all the silver, 

the one being found--in the land of Egypt and in the land  of  Canaan 

--pref b + d.a. + m.s.n rbw corn or grain--which  they  were  buying)  

AND JOSEPH BROUGHT THE MONEY  INTO  PHARAOH'S  HOUSE.   (brought  the 

silver to the house of Phar.)

VS 15  AND WHEN THE MONEY WAS ALL SPENT IN THE LAND OF  EGYPT  AND  IN 

THE LAND OF CANAAN,  (now the silver--wc + Qal impf ,mT  to  complete 

or finish,  to  be  ended,  hence  consumed  or  spent...)   ALL  THE 

EGYPTIANS CAME TO JOSEPH AND SAID, "GIVE US FOOD, FOR WHY  SHOULD  WE 

DIE IN YOUR PRESENCE?  (came to Joe to say--Qal imperv  emphatic  bhy 

lit. to give or place, used in the sense of  "come  on  give"--to  us 

bread=basic staple of life--v + lammah=now why--will we die--prep dgn 

before, in the presence of, in the sight of)  FOR OUR MONEY IS GONE."  

(conj kiy=since or because--our silver--Qal pf ,pX to cease, fail  or 

give out=we're broke!!)

VS 16  THEN JOSEPH SAID, "GIVE UP YOUR LIVESTOCK, AND I WILL GIVE YOU 

FOOD IN EXCHANGE FOR YOUR LIVESTOCK, SINCE YOUR MONEY IS GONE."  (Qal 

imperv bhy same word they used--your livestock--and let me give bread 

to you--pref b + your livestock--hypoth 'im if  or  since--silver  is 

gone)

VS 17  SO THEY BROUGHT THEIR LIVESTOCK TO  JOSEPH,  AND  JOSEPH  GAVE 

THEM FOOD IN EXCHANGE FOR THE HORSES  (and they caused to come--their 

livestock--to  Joseph--and  Joseph  gave  bread  to  them--pref  b  + 

cVc)  FOR THE LIVESTOCK OF THE FLOCKS AND FOR THE DONKEYS;  (v + pref 

b + livestock of the flocks--and pref b + chamor=male  donkeys)   AND 

HE FED THEM WITH FOOD IN EXCHANGE FOR ALL THEIR LIVESTOCK THAT  YEAR.  

(wc + Piel impf lhn 10X, lit to lead or guide,  with  the  notion  of 

care and protection--with bread  or  food=living  grace--pref  b  =in 

exchange for--their livestock--in the year the that)

SUMMARY VS 13-17

1.  Joseph's provision for his family  during  this  time  of  severe 

economic distress is brought into sharp focus by the comments  of  vs 

13ff.

2.  While Egypt and surrounding areas, such as Canaan,  were  reeling 

from the devastation caused by the famine, these believers were quite 

safe and well taken care of.

3.  Whether or not the famine affected areas  other  than  Egypt  and 

Canaan is not recorded, but one can hardly imagine that  other  areas 

were not adversely affected.

4.  The lack of food is so severe that by the time of the third  year 

of the famine, the money in Egypt and Canaan is exhausted.

5.  Joseph was a very effective steward of the resources  of  Pharaoh 

and the royal treasury swelled with the silver of both lands.

6.  No one received grain for free,  everyone  who  wanted  grain  to 

survive paid for it, with the exception of Joseph's family.

7.  At the command of Pharaoh, all the people had directed to come to 

Joseph in regard to the conditions caused by the famine.

8.  Since he had provided for them so well in the past and  had  sold 

them grain right along, they once again approach Joseph.

9.  This time they come wanting a handout, government support  during 

economic catastrophe.

10.  This is a  mistake  on  their  part,  since  government  support 

destroys  incentive  and  would  devastate  their  character  in  the 

process.

11.  They seek to make Joseph their patsy and resort to guilt tactics 

to get what they want.

12.  They want to make it Joseph's fault if they  die  from  lack  of 

food, while he has the resources to feed them.

13.  What were these people doing during the seven years of abundance 

when they should have been preparing for what was coming.

14.  Joseph was certainly not the only one who knew that a famine was 

coming, all the royal court was aware of it, and no doubt many of the 

people heard about it as well.

15.  Physically, they had as much time to prepare  on  an  individual 

basis, and they certainly did not face the magnitude of  the  problem 

which Joseph faced in dealing on a national scale.

16.  These people are weak, ill prepared for the inevitable  problems 

which arise in the course of their lives.

17.  Joseph's policy is not only wise, it is correct and  sound  from 

many perspectives.

18.  First, it was axiomatic in the ancient world that  everyone  was 

expected to pay their own way as long as they had anything  of  value 

to part with--including their liberty.

19.  This principle was accepted in the law of  Israel,  although  it 

was modified with the right of redemption.  Lev. 25:25ff 

20.  The Egyptians still had items of value, including their  freedom 

and giving them a government  hand-out  was  not  wise  even  from  a 

business perspective.

21.  Joseph's tactics are absolutely thorough on behalf of his  boss, 

Sesostris.

22.  His job in the royal court is to profit his boss as much  as  he 

can, without violating principles of doctrine.

23.  It is not recorded that anyone argued with  Joseph  as  to  this 

course of action; however, it is unlikely that everyone in the nation 

would be pleased by this turn of events.

24.  Whether they liked it or not, they had the option  of  providing 

food  for  themselves  and  their  families  by  parting  with  their 

livestock.

25.  The fact is, they were hardly capable  of  supporting  livestock 

during  this  period;  a  job  much  more  capably  handled  by   the 

government.

26.  A hidden benefit was that  more  of  Joseph's  family  could  be 

employed in the booming government livestock business.

27.  While it is true that Joseph provided for his family,  there  is 

some indication  that  they  were  not  merely  receiving  government 

assistance, they contributed to their upkeep.

28.  The amount of livestock that was given up was deemed  sufficient 

to provide food for these people for the space of one year.

29.  The Egyptians themselves are somewhat of a pathetic  group,  who 

have no food and no money, but do not appear to be  willing  to  part 

with any of their details.

30.  When a believer faces a test of  his  living  grace,  he  should 

consider the following:

    a.  Is this DD for laziness?  Prov. 21:25-26, 24:30-34

    b.  Is this a result of failure to plan ahead?  Prov. 6:6-11

    c.  Is this a result of over spending or stupid spending?  

    d.  Is this DD  for  failure  to  function  under  the  spiritual 

        sacrifice?  IICor. 9:6ff

    e.  What must I do now?  This can involve liquidation of details, 

        taking a second job, ridding yourself of debts, etc.

31. If the believer has evaluated all the issues involved, and cannot 

manage to exist on what they have, they  should  turn  to  the  Royal 

family for grace assistance.

32.  There is no shame in having to ask for  help,  it  only  bothers 

your pride complex.

33.  The Royal family should rally to the aid of any believer who has 

any need, however minute it may seem, or however great.

34.  There should be no reticence to apply toward other believers, on 

the contrary there should be an eagerness to make any application  of 

doctrine based on future SG3.  IICor. 8:1ff, esp. vs 4

35.  The believer who is reticent to apply toward others, who can see 

nothing except what it will cost him manifests the fact  that  he  is 

dominated by the STA.

VS 18  AND WHEN THAT YEAR WAS ENDED, THEY CAME TO HIM THE  NEXT  YEAR 

AND SAID TO HIM,  (the year  the  that--wc  +  Qal  impf  ,mT  to  be 

complete, indicates passage of 365 days--and they came to him in  the 

year the second--and said)  "WE WILL NOT HIDE FROM MY LORD  THAT  OUR 

MONEY IS ALL SPENT, AND THE CATTLE ARE MY LORD'S.   (neg  Xl  +  Piel 

impf dxk to cover or cover over, to conceal or deny or hide someth.-- 

from my lord--conj kiy + hypoth 'im=that if  or  since--our  silver-- 

Qal pf ,mT--and the livestock of domestic animals--to my lord=he owns 

them)  THERE IS NOTHING LEFT FOR MY LORD EXCEPT OUR  BODIES  AND  OUR 

LANDS.  (there is nothing left or remaining--to the faces of my  lord 

--except if our bodies and our ground)

VS 19  WHY SHOULD WE DIE BEFORE YOUR EYES,  BOTH  WE  AND  OUR  LAND?  

(why will we die--to your  eyes--adv  gam=both  we--adv  gam=and  our 

ground)  BUY US, AND OUR LAND FOR FOOD, AND WE AND OUR LAND  WILL  BE 

SLAVES TO PHARAOH.  (buy us and our land with bread--and we ourselves 

and our land will become--servants or slaves to Pharaoh)  SO GIVE  US 

SEED, THAT WE MAY LIVE AND NOT DIE, AND THAT  THE  LAND  MAY  NOT  BE 

DESOLATE."  (Qal imperv nathan--seed--v + Qal impf  hyx  so  we  will 

live--and not we will die--and the land--neg lo' + Qal impf ,wy to be 

laid waste or desolated)

VS 20  SO JOSEPH BOUGHT ALL THE LAND OF EGYPT FOR PHARAOH, FOR  EVERY 

EGYPTIAN SOLD HIS FIELD, BECAUSE THE FAMINE  WAS  SEVERE  UPON  THEM.  

(so Joseph bought all the ground of Egypt  for  Pharaoh--because  the 

Egyptians sold--a man his field=every man--conj  kiy=explanatory--the 

famine--Qal pf qzx to be bound, to hold fast, to stick to, to be firm 

or constant--upon them)  THUS THE LAND BECAME  PHARAOH'S.   (and  the 

land became to Pharaoh)

SUMMARY VS 18-20

1.  As was expected, the sale of  the  livestock  was  sufficient  to 

provide food for a limited period of time.

2.  After a year, the food they had purchased gave out.

3.  Once again, the people approach Joseph, the authority  with  whom 

they must deal if they are to have grain.

4.  Note that Joseph always waits until they approach him,  his  plan 

is to make the grain go as  far  as  possible,  and  so  waits  until 

necessity drives the people to him.

5.  Joseph's policy of no hand-outs has had  a  good  effect  on  the 

people.

6.  They no longer ask for free food from the  government,  they  now 

realize that they must make provision for themselves; it is  not  the 

job of the government.

7.  They approach Joseph with a proposition,  which  originates  with 

the people themselves, not with Joseph.

8.  This occurred during the following year, the fourth or fifth year 

of the famine.

9.  By now, the people realize that  the  famine  still  has  several 

years to go, and that they will not survive  it  apart  from  drastic 

measures.

10.  They come, acknowledging that they have no more money with which 

to purchase food, and that they have liquidated their livestock.

11.  Logically they point out the obvious;  they  have  nothing  left 

except their land and their bodies.

12.  These are the two items with which they have to bargain in order 

to survive, and they do so.

13.  They are not willing to liquidate their  land  if  necessary  in 

order to survive.

14.  Beyond this, they are willing to sell themselves  as  slaves  to 

ensure the continued existence of themselves and their land.

15.  They have learned what needs  to  be  learned  in  our  country; 

outright relief has no place in governmental policy.

16.  Gratis donations to provide living grace for anyone  should  not 

exist whether on a local, state or national level.

17.  The government does not exist to provide living grace.

18.  They point out that if they themselves die, the land will die as 

well; that is it will become desolate, void of people working it  and 

living on it.

19.  The price of their land and their own bodies is  not  too  high, 

when one considers that their very lives were at stake.

20.  The people realize that being a live  slave  for  Pharaoh  is  a 

better lot than being a dead man with land.

21.  The fact that this was universal throughout the land of Egypt is 

noted in vs 20.

22.  Another thing which must be noted is that Joseph himself did not 

originate this idea, and he did not prosper due to it.

23.  All the land and the people became the property of Pharaoh.

24.  If effect, this policy made a reality what  was  before  theory, 

the land became Pharaoh's property and it's  inhabitants  became  his 

tenants.

VS 21  AND AS FOR THE PEOPLE, HE REMOVED THEM TO THE CITIES FROM  ONE 

END OF EGYPT'S BORDER TO THE OTHER.  (and the people, here the direct 

object leads off the sentence for emphasis, rightly expressed in  the 

NAS by "as for"--he caused them to cross over to the cities--from  an 

end of--m.s.n lVbG boundary, limit, even means the territory or space 

included within certain borders, limits--of Mitsrayim--v + prep di as 

far as--an end)

VS 22  ONLY THE LAND OF THE PRIESTS HE DID NOT BUT, FOR  THE  PRIESTS 

HAD AN ALLOTMENT FROM PHARAOH,  (adv qr  exception--the  ground  of-- 

d.a. + m.p.n ]hK priests--he did not buy--conj kiy=explanatory--m.s.n 

qx that which is established or definite,  an  appointed  portion,  a 

statute--to the  priests  from  Pharaoh)   AND  THEY  LIVED  OFF  THE 

ALLOTMENT WHICH PHARAOH GAVE THEM.  THEREFORE THEY DID NOT SELL THEIR 

LAND.  (and they ate their allotment--which Pharaoh  gave  to  them-- 

]K=li therefore--they did not sell their ground)

VS 23  THEN JOSEPH SAID TO THE PEOPLE, "BEHOLD, I HAVE  TODAY  BOUGHT 

YOU AND YOUR LAND FOR PHARAOH;  (I bought you the day=today--and your 

land for Phar.)  NOW, HERE IS SEED FOR YOU, AND YOU MAY SOW THE LAND.  

(interjection Xh behold--to you seed--and you will sow the ground)

VS 24  AND AT THE HARVEST YOU SHALL GIVE  A  FIFTH  TO  PHARAOH,  AND 

FOUR-FIFTHS SHALL BE YOUR OWN FOR SEED OF THE FIELD AND FOR FOOD  AND 

FOR THOSE OF YOUR HOUSEHOLDS AND AS FOOD FOR YOU LITTLE ONES."  (wc + 

Qal pf hayah--pref b + d.a. + hXVbT t bhu'ah produce  of  the  earth, 

that which is brought forth, gain, profit, fruit or result, could  be 

translated as "with the produce or  fruit"--wc  +  Qal  pf  nathan--a 

fifth to Pharaoh--and four hands will become to you...)

VS 25  SO THEY SAID, "YOU HAVE SAVED OUR LIVES!  LET US FIND FAVOR IN 

THE SIGHT OF MY LORD, AND WE WILL BE  PHARAOH'S  SLAVES.   (and  they 

said--you have caused life to us=kept us alive--we will  find  grace= 

we want to continue to be in your good grace--in the eyes of my  lord 

--we will become slaves to Pharaoh)

VS 26  AND JOSEPH MADE IT A STATUTE CONCERNING THE LAND OF  EGYPT  TO 

THIS DAY,  (and Joseph placed it for  a  statute=wrote  it  into  the 

legal system of Egypt--as far as the  day  the  this--upon=concerning 

the ground of Egypt)  THAT PHARAOH SHOULD HAVE THE  FIFTH;  ONLY  THE 

LAND OF THE PRIESTS DID NOT BECOME PHARAOH'S.  (to  Pharaoh  for  the 

fifth--except the ground of  the  priests,  they  alone--it  did  not 

become to Pharaoh)

SUMMARY VS 21-26

1.  Since the people and the land were the property  of  Pharaoh,  it 

became the his responsibility to maintain both.

2.  Joseph now faces the task of providing for these  tenants  during 

the final years of the famine.

3.  He makes the matter of administrating food easier by  moving  the 

people to where the food was.

4.  He relocates all the inhabitants of Egypt from rural  areas  into 

the cities where the grain had been stored.

5.  This certainly simplified the distribution process.

6.  The extent to which this was done is noted at the end of vs 21.

7.  One class is  noted  as  being  exempt  from  the  sale  of  land 

necessary to sustain life.

8.  The priests had a pre-existing contract with Pharaoh which Joseph 

continued to honor.

9.  A certain amount of land was exempt from this policy since it had 

been set aside to provide for the priests.

10.  This same sort of policy would later be used in Israel, although 

the priests there would be given no land.  Deut. 18:1

11.  In his reforms it should be noted that Joseph did not violate or 

in any way circumvent existing agreements.

12.  The government should not be free to change the laws  and  rules 

which have been previously  established.   This  is  a  mark  of  the 

character of Antichrist--Dan. 7:25

13.  On the day that these new land  regulations  went  into  effect, 

Joseph speaks to the assembled people  and  provides  them  seed  for 

planting crops.

14.  He makes it quite clear what will be expected of these people in 

the future.

15.  He points out that all this has profited him nothing personally.  

Compare our professional politicians who vote their own raises,  make 

no sacrifices,  manufacture  money,  spend  money  they  don't  have, 

continue to plunge our nation into debt and interest  payments  which 

will be at such a point in 6 years so as to  demand  all  that  every 

citizen makes just to pay the interest, rubbergate, etc. ad nauseum.

16.  Their obligation will be  to  divide  their  harvest  into  five 

parts, four of which they can keep and one of which will be given  to 

Pharaoh.

17.  Twenty per-cent may seem like an excessive tax, but this is  not 

so.

18.  Joseph  considered  the  issues  and  determined  that  4/5  was 

sufficient to provide seed  for  the  future  as  well  as  food  for 

everyone in the house for a year.

19.  He makes the statement about the little ones to point  out  that 

he has considered this and that  even  the  smallest  thing  has  not 

escaped his attention.

20.  Our government could take  a  lesson  from  Joseph  and  have  a 

straight 20% tax across the board.

21.  Graduated taxes had no place  in  Joseph's  policy,  since  this 

destroys incentive and in effect  encourages  people  to  maintain  a 

lower income, thus affecting productivity.

22.  The amount  of  taxes  that  we  pay  are  truly  impossible  to 

calculate since:

    a.  You are taxed on your income at the federal level.

    b.  You are taxed for  the  socialistic  retirement  plan  called 

        Social Security.

    c.  You are taxed on any purchase, locally, currently 7%.

    d.  You are taxed on your utilities, phone, water, electric, etc.

    e.  You are taxed on gasoline.

    f.  Higher taxes on companies are passed along  in  the  form  of 

        higher prices for goods, in effect forcing  you  to  pay  the 

        exorbitant taxes of each business with  whom  you  deal;  who 

        also must contribute a matching percentage for your socialist 

        security.

    g.  Certain products qualify for a "sin tax" such as tobacco  and 

        alcohol, both of which are taxed exorbitantly.

    h.  You even pay taxes on the interest on money you save!!

    i.   While  not  here  yet,  you  will  be  taxed  by  the  state 

        eventually.

23.  This socialist system, gradually destroys freedom and  incentive 

and produces a nation of trash, many of whom are  looking  for  Uncle 

Sugar to give them a handout.

24.  When  the  government  takes  the  money  from  the  worker  and 

redistributes the wealth in the form  of  food  stamps,  unemployment 

payments, entitlement  programs,  etc.  this  is  nothing  more  than 

socialism.

25.  Socialism is defined as "a  political  and  economic  theory  of 

social organization based on governmental ownership or management  of 

the essential goods and services."

26.  This theory has already been disproved by the  obvious  failures 

of such nations as the Soviet Union and others.

27.  Yet the US moves inexorably toward this evil  system;  now  even 

more evident in the coming "health care reforms".

28.  It is  intriguing  to  know  that  they  conservative  socialist 

believes that this is  to  be  instituted  by  a  slow,  evolutionary 

transformation of a capitalist society into a socialist society.

29.  You do not make the poor and downtrodden better by attempting to 

bring down the prosperous, by systems  of  redistributing  wealth  by 

taxation.

30.  Yet the insiders continue to systematically plunder  the  wealth 

of the hard  working  man  and  redistribute  it  to  the  "poor  and 

downtrodden", whether at home or abroad; and they themselves continue 

to line their pockets with our tax dollars.

31.  This was prophesied as a development of the last  days  and  our 

response is to faith-rest these evil jerks to the Lord.  James 5:1-7

32.  It is of  note  here  that  the  Egyptians  understood  Joseph's 

motives and were appropriately grateful for what he did.

33.  They know that Joseph has demonstrated good-will toward them and 

they are encouraged and indicate that they want to remain  under  his 

good graces.

34.  Although they have  lost  their  livestock,  land  and  to  some 

measure their liberty, they recognize that under Joseph their lot has 

not been and will not be an unpleasant one.

35.  Difficult times, such as they faced, can result in a people  who 

strive to get on their own feet, and so develop great character.

36.  The government can act is such a way to encourage people  to  do 

for themselves, or they can destroy national character by  acting  as 

Santa Claus, giving out goodies to the undeserving.

37.  This system of a 20% tax was written  into  the  Egyptian  legal 

system and was still in full force and effect 215 years later at  the 

time of Moses writing.

DOCTRINE OF SLAVERY

VS 27  NOW ISRAEL LIVED IN THE LAND OF  EGYPT,  IN  GOSHEN  AND  THEY 

ACQUIRED PROPERTY IN IT  (Israel=by context the nation--wc + Qal impf 

yashabh--in land of Egypt, in land of Goshen--wc + Niphal impf zxX to 

take hold of with the hand, to  seize,  in  Niphal  to  make  oneself 

possessor of someth., to have possession--in it=land of Goshen)   AND 

WERE FRUITFUL AND BECAME VERY NUMEROUS.  (wc + Qal impf hrP  to  bear 

fruit or young, sexual blessing and prosperity--wc + Qal impf hbr  to 

become great, much or many--me'odh=exceedingly)

VS 28  AND JACOB LIVED IN THE LAND OF EGYPT SEVENTEEN YEARS;  SO  THE 

LENGTH OF JACOB'S LIFE WAS 147 YEARS.  (and Jacob lived  in  land  of 

Egypt seven ten year--and the days of Jacob--years of his life became 

seven years and forty and one hundred year)

VS 29  WHEN THE TIME FOR ISRAEL TO DIE DREW NEAR, HE CALLED  HIS  SON 

JOSEPH AND SAID TO HIM,  (and days of Israel--wc + Qal  impf  brq  to 

approach, to come near--pref l + Qal inf const tVm--he called to  his 

son, to Joseph--and he said to him)  "PLEASE, IF I HAVE  FOUND  FAVOR 

IN YOUR SIGHT,  (hypoth 'im--part of entreaty  na'--Qal  pf  matsa'-- 

m.s.n ]x grace, mercy, favor, similar in force to a Greek  1st  class 

condition, Jacob knew he was in Joseph's good graces--in  your  eyes)  

PLACE NOW YOUR HAND UNDER MY THIGH AND DEAL WITH ME IN  KINDNESS  AND 

FAITHFULNESS.  (Qal imperv siym, place--part na'--your hand under  my 

thigh, related to procreation, possibly  referred  to  the  important 

descendant  which  would  come  from  this  line,  the   Messiah--and 

manufacture with me--m.s.n dcx faithfulness or loyalty--and tmX truth

PLEASE DO NOT BURY ME IN EGYPT.  (immed prohibition 'al + part. na' + 

Qal impf rbq stop any idea you might have of burying me--in Egypt)

VS 30  BUT I WILL LIE WITH MY FATHERS, SO  YOU  WILL  CARRY  ME  FROM 

EGYPT AND BURY ME IN THEIR BURIAL PLACE."  (wc + Qal pf bkw--with  my 

fathers=this is what I want--wc + Qal pf nasa'--from Egypt--wc +  Qal 

pf qabhar--in their burying place=Cave of Machpelah, Gen. 23:9, 25:9, 

Isaac buried there, although not stated but inferred from  fact  that 

Jacob lived with him around Hebron after Joseph was sold, Isaac  died 

during that time.  Died at 180 years when Jacob  was  120.)   AND  HE 

SAID, "I WILL DO AS YOU HAVE SAID."  (and he said--I personally  will 

manufacture--just as you spoke)

VS 31  AND HE SAID, "SWEAR TO ME."  (Niphal imperv  emphaticibw  lit= 

emphatically be sworn about this matter--to me)  SO HE SWORE TO  HIM.  

(and he was sworn to him)  THEN ISRAEL BOWED ON THE TOP OF HIS STAFF.  

(Israel--wc + Hithpael impf hxw to bow down, in  Hith.  to  prostrate 

oneself before someone out of honor.  Those who  did  went  to  their 

knees and touched the forehead to the ground--The  final  phrase  has 

occasioned much debate, more in summary--prep li--ro'sh, top or  head 

--d.a.+ f.s.n hUM matteh, branch, rod, staff)

SUMMARY VS 27-31

1.  Vs 27 looks forward in time and deals with  the  fact  that  even 

during difficult times, Israel was blessed by God in  the  region  in 

which they resided.

2.  Sexual prosperity had  always  been  promised  in  the  Abrahamic 

covenant and specifically Jacob had been told that during the sojourn 

in Egypt God would manufacture a nation.

3.  From the seventy or eighty people who initially arrived in Goshen 

sprang a race and nation of over 2 million in little  more  than  200 

years.

4.  When vs 27 states that they were sexually prosperous  and  became 

very numerous it is almost an understatement.

5.   In  addition  to  the  fact  that  their  numbers  were  rapidly 

increasing, the people became economically successful.

6.  With the relocation of most, if not all, of the Egyptians to  the 

cities where the grain was stored (47:21) much land would have become 

available in the outlying rural areas.

7.  With adequate provisions from Joseph to ride out the famine, they 

could work  the  land,  begin  to  grow  crops,  and  basically  take 

possession of it since it belonged to the government.

8.  No doubt they moved the livestock of Pharaoh to that region where 

they oversaw his herds.  47:6

9.  Over a period of time they acquired some wealth and  subsequently 

purchased the property on which they lived.

10.  Actually, they were some of the few people who had  jobs  during 

the time of the famine, and while everyone in Egypt was  liquidating, 

they were acquiring.

11.  They continued to multiply and acquire wealth and  property  due 

to their association with the royal house and Joseph.

12.  They did so well, in fact,  that  they  eventually  came  to  be 

viewed as a threat to the nation of Egypt, which  brought  about  the 

events described in Ex. 1:8ff.

13.  One can see that a certain  amount  of  animosity  could  easily 

develop over the years as the Egyptians continued under the  20%  tax 

and owned no land and these squatters were growing and prospering.

14.  These events form the  isagogics  of  why  the  Egyptian  people 

turned on the Jews after the death of  Joseph,  thus  fulfilling  the 

prophecy which had been given to Abraham in Gen. 15:13.

15.  Jacob himself resided in Goshen seventeen years and so his  life 

was spent as follows:

    a.  77 years in Canaan, a believer with major problems.

    b.  20 years with Laban growing up spiritually.

    c.  return to Canaan, making maturity adjustment at age 97.

    d.  33  years  in  Canaan,  a  mature  believer  but  stymied  by 

        rejection of doctrine.

    e.  final 17 years in Egypt.

16.  Jacob lived a total of 147 years.  1790-1643 BC

17.  As Jacob resides in Egypt, his health begins to deteriorate  and 

he recognizes that he is not much longer for this world.

18.  He calls his son Joseph to him to make his final request.

19.  He chooses Joseph since they are more kindred in spirit than any 

of the other sons, and since he has the power and  position  to  make 

certain that this final request is executed.

20.  At this point  Jacob  is  now  fully  focused  on  his  SG3  and 

demonstrates this fact by the nature of his request.

21.  Jacob makes this event every  bit  as  serious  as  possible  to 

convey his deep desire to be buried in Canaan.

22.  He begins by with a respectful form of address since his son  is 

greater in position at this point than Jacob himself.

23.  The comment "if I have found favor  in  your  sight"  is  nearly 

equivalent  to  the  Greek  1st  class  condition,  since  Jacob  was 

certainly held in high esteem by Joseph.

24.  Here is the meeting of two great  believers  with  a  tremendous 

understanding of the plan of God and great respect for  the  positive 

volition of the other.

25.  The request to place the hand under the  thigh  we  observed  in 

Genesis 24:2 when Abraham made a great request of his servant.

26.  This was done in matters that  were  considered  to  be  of  the 

greatest consequence.

27.  The thigh is the symbol of procreative power  and  so  means  to 

swear by the descendants of Jacob.

28.  Some consider that the reference to the  thigh  pointed  to  the 

greatest descendant, the Messiah; and  was  therefore  tantamount  to 

swearing by the Lord.

29.  Jacob wanted to know before he died if Joseph would execute  his 

command, loyally and truly.  "kindness and  faithfulness=loyalty  and 

truth.

30.  It is not  merely  a  matter  of  sentimental  attachment  to  a 

particular place or family tradition when Jacob asks to  be  returned 

to Canaan for his burial.

31.  Hebrews 11:21 makes it quite clear that these actions were based 

on his belief of Bible doctrine.

32.  The request to be buried in Canaan reflects Jacob's  understand- 

ing of the doctrines of resurrection and SG3.

33.  The deepest belief of Jacob was that the promises of God to  the 

patriarchs would all be fulfilled, and he desired for his  burial  to 

give testimony to that fact.

34.  He is looking forward to the time when his soul and body will be 

reunited at the resurrection, and he desires to  come  forth  in  the 

land of promise.

35.  His desire to be buried with his  fathers,  Abraham  and  Isaac, 

would require that he be taken from Egypt back to Canaan and the cave 

at Machpelah, the family burial plot.  Gen. 25:9

36.  Joseph responds emphatically that he will do all  that  lies  in 

his power to fulfill his father's request.

37.  Jacob adds an even more solemn element to this request by asking 

Joseph to swear an oath to him about the matter.

38.  The final sentence of vs 31 has occasioned much debate.

39.  The problem lies in the vowel pointing of the word humh hmth.

40.   Biblical  Hebrew  was  originally  written  with  radicals   or 

consonants only, thus our word dog would be dg.

41.  In the 9th century a group of Hebrew scholars decided to  devise 

a system vowels for the language, in order to make words  more  clear 

and to avoid confusion among words.

42.  The radicals humh can be pointed two ways hUMh (hammittah) which 

means "the bed"; or hUMh (hammatteh) which means the staff.

43.  The LXX renders the word by the phrase eãi ço àkron  çüj  ràáëou 

àuçou "upon the top of his staff"; and the  author  of  the  book  of 

Hebrews says exactly the same thing.

44.  Since the author of the book of Hebrews lived before the  origin 

of vowel points and he is under the ministry of the Holy  Spirit,  we 

conclude that the term staff is what is in view in our passage.

45.  The Hithpael of hxw (shachah)  means  to  do  homage  by  bowing 

oneself, and can be done by bowing while standing or by  bowing  down 

toward the ground completely.

46.  The fact here is that they supplied the wrong vowel  points  for 

this word, and Jacob got out of bed and used his staff to lean on and 

bowed before Joseph.

47.  This was the  fulfillment  of  the  doctrine  contained  in  the 

dreams, and Jacob could not die before this occurred.

48.  Recognizing that reality, doctrine in the soul prompted  him  to 

struggle out of his bed and make this application of doctrine.

49.  This is spoken of in Hebrews 11:21 as one of  the  evidences  of 

his faith in doctrine.

50.  The request to be buried in Canaan, the willing  fulfillment  of 

the doctrine in the dreams, and his blessing of his sons all point to 

the supreme confidence Jacob had in the Word of God.

51.  These days of dying grace are the high point of Jacob's phase 2, 

as he demonstrates complete occupation with God and His plan.

