GENESIS CHAPTER 48

No outline for this chapter  since  it  deals  with  one  issue,  the 

blessing of Ephraim and Manasseh.

VS 1  NOW IT CAME ABOUT AFTER THESE  THINGS  THAT  JOSEPH  WAS  TOLD, 

"BEHOLD, YOUR FATHER IS SICK."  (wc + Qal impf hyh--after the  things 

the these--that HE said to Joseph--behold--your father--Qal act part. 

hlx lit. to be polished smooth or worn  down,  to  be  worn  down  in 

strength, hence sick or ill)  SO HE TOOK HIS TWO  SONS  MANASSEH  AND 

EPHRAIM WITH HIM.  (he took his two sons with him--Man. and Eph.)

VS 2  WHEN IT WAS TOLD TO JACOB, HE SAID, "BEHOLD YOUR SON JOSEPH HAS 

COME TO YOU."  (and he caused to make plain to Jacob--and he said..)

ISRAEL COLLECTED HIS STRENGTH AND SAT UP IN THE  BED.   (Israel--Hith 

impf qzx Qal=to tie fast or bind, to  make  firm,  to  strengthen  or 

confirm.  In Hith. to make oneself  firm  or  strong,  to  gather  or 

muster one's strength--and he sat upon the bed)

VS 3  THEN JACOB SAID TO JOSEPH, "GOD ALMIGHTY APPEARED TO ME AT  LUZ 

IN THE LAND OF CANAAN AND BLESSED ME,  (and he said to Joe--yDw lX El 

shadday, The God of  breasts--Niphal  pf  hXr  was  seen=appeared  to 

me--at Luz, Gen. 28:19, 35:6--in land of Canaan--and He blessed me)

VS 4  AND HE SAID TO ME, 'BEHOLD, I AM MAKING YOU FRUITFUL AND NUMER- 

OUS,  (look, Hiphil part hrP--and I will cause you to multiply)   AND 

I WILL MAKE YOU A COMPANY OF PEOPLES, AND WILL GIVE THIS LAND TO YOUR 

DESCENDANTS AFTER YOU FOR AN EVERLASTING POSSESSION.'   (and  I  will 

give you--lhq a congregation, an assembly, a crowd--of peoples--and I 

will give the land the this--to your seed  after  you--f.s.n  hZxX  a 

possession, that which one holds with  their  hand,  hence  is  under 

their control--m.s.n ,lOi eternity or perpetuity

SUMMARY VS 1-4

1.  The events of this chapter follow closely the summoning of Joseph 

to make preparations for Jacob's impending death.

2.  How much time has elapsed is not stated but most  concur  that  a 

period measured only in weeks or months is appropriate.

3.  This time Joseph is not summoned by Jacob, but  rather  a  report 

comes to him through some unnamed third party.

4.  Context seems to indicate that the same one who  told  Joseph  of 

the illness of his father is the one in vs 2 who informs  Jacob  that 

Joseph has arrived.  Likely a trusted household servant.

5.  Joseph brings his two sons Manasseh and Ephraim, whose names  are 

given in the order of their birth.

6.  His purpose was to receive the  customary  patriarchal  blessing, 

which clearly belonged to Joseph.  IChron. 5:1-2

7.  Reuben had lost his position in the family due  to  his  negative 

volition, which expressed itself in the fornication with his father's 

concubine.  Gen. 35:22

8.  The fact that Joseph brings his two sons with him indicates  that 

there had likely been some discussion of this matter  at  a  previous 

time.

9.  Although Jacob the old man is dying, the new man, Israel  summons 

strength from doctrine and sits up on his bed.

10.  He has one last act to perform and  as  the  divinely  appointed 

head of the race, he wanted to complete his course in the appropriate 

fashion.

11.  vs 3-4 contain a backwards look at the key event(s) in the  life 

of Jacob.

12.  Luz was the previous name by which Bethel was known.

13.  God actually appeared to Jacob twice at Luz, as recorded in Gen. 

28:10-19 and 35:6-13.

14.  Which appearance is in view in his comment  here  is  debatable, 

since in neither appearance were these exact words spoken.

15.  However, this summary of what was said is an accurate  represen- 

tation of what was spoken by God on both occasions.

16.  Jacob uses the very intimate term for God, El Shadday, since  he 

was by this time on the most intimate  terms  with  God  through  his 

orientation to the truth.

17.  He recognizes God as the source of blessing and fulfillment  for 

the believer and not their own resources or devices.

18.  The promise of sexual prosperity has  been  fulfilled  over  the 

years since Israel has 12 sons and many daughters.

19.  In fact the term tribes would be better suited as a  translation 

of the word "peoples" in vs 4, since Jacob's family is  viewed  as  a 

unit and not separate peoples such as came from Abraham.

20.  This multiplication of his seed would necessitate an appropriate 

amount of land to hold them and God promised that as well.

21.  Jacob has his focus on the land, which he will not see again  in 

this life.

22.  This clearly reveals that, although he would not  see  the  ful- 

fillment of this promise in this life, he fully accepted and believed 

the doctrine that he would inherit the land of Canaan.  Heb. 11:13-14

VS 5  "AND NOW YOUR TWO SONS, WHO WERE BORN TO YOU  IN  THE  LAND  OF 

EGYPT BEFORE I CAME TO YOU IN EGYPT, ARE MINE;   (and  now--your  two 

sons--who were brought forth to you--in land  of  Mitsrayim--prep  di 

until or here=before--I came to you--to Egypt--to me, they)   EPHRAIM 

AND MANASSEH SHALL BE MINE, AS REUBEN AND SIMEON ARE.   (Ephraim  and 

Manasseh--like Reuben and Simeon--the will become to me)

VS 6  BUT YOUR OFFSPRING THAT HAVE BEEN  BORN  AFTER  THEM  SHALL  BE 

YOURS;   (f.s.n  tdlOm  birth,  origin,  native  land  or   children, 

offspring--which you caused to bring forth--after them--to  you  they 

will become=remain)  THEY SHALL BE  CALLED  BY  THE  NAMES  OF  THEIR 

BROTHERS IN THEIR INHERITANCE.  (upon name  of  their  brothers  they 

will be called--pref b + f.s.n hlxn used once before in  Gen.  31:14, 

inheritance, something received as a possession from another)

VS 7  NOW AS FOR ME, WHEN I CAME FROM  PADDAN,  RACHEL  DIED,  TO  MY 

SORROW, IN THE LAND OF CANAAN ON THE JOURNEY,  (v + pers pron=and  as 

for me--pref b + Qal inf const bo'=when I came--from Paddan=the  home 

of Laban--Rachel, his RW--died upon me--in land of Canaan--in the way 

=on the trip)  WHEN THERE WAS STILL SOME DISTANCE TO GO  TO  EPHRATH; 

AND I BURIED HER THERE ON THE WAY TO EPHRATH (THAT  IS,  BETHLEHEM)."  

(pref b + adv dOi=while--f.s.n hrbKa certain measure of  distance--of 

earth--to come to Ephrath--and I buried her there--in way or on  trip 

to Ephrath--it is house of bread, beyth lachem)

SUMMARY VS 5-7

1.  These verses deal with the formal adoption of Joseph's  two  sons 

into the family of Israel.

2.  These two are at least 19-20 years old, since Jacob has  been  in 

Egypt for 17 years and they were  born  before  the  famine  actually 

began.  Gen. 41:50

3.  Jacob clearly identifies the two sons he has  in  view,  and  the 

fact that he reverses the names of the two is quite significant.

4.  Some might consider this to be the mental slip  of  a  dying  old 

man, but it is intentional since he knows  that  the  older  will  be 

somewhat inferior to his younger brother.  48:19

5.  This reality must have had some impact on Jacob,  who  was  in  a 

unique position to appreciate the humor in this.

6.  Ephraim and Manasseh are elevated to the status of full  sonship, 

and in no way are to be considered inferior to the real sons,  Reuben 

and Simeon.

7.  Neither are they to be considered as replacements for  these  two 

sons.

8.  They will become tribal ancestors in the nation, making  a  total 

of 14 at this point.

9.  In Numbers 1:20-43 we note that the tribes listed in the registry 

of Israel were only twelve; Joseph and  Ephraim  being  combined  and 

Levi being omitted.

10.  In Rev. 7:4-8 we observe that only 12 tribes are listed  in  the 

time of the tribulation; Ephraim and Dan being omitted.

11.  The adoption and elevation of the sons of Joseph was done  since 

Joseph, having received the rights of primogeniture, was entitled  to 

a double portion.

12.  In most cases the Levites are omitted in terms  of  inheritance, 

since they were told that their inheritance is the Lord Himself.

13.  Joseph and Ephraim are most often consolidated, leaving a total 

of 12 tribes in any matter of inheritance.

14.  Joseph had already had other sons who were alive at  this  time, 

but they were not to be considered as separate  entities,  but  would 

receive any inheritance through their brothers.

15.  While ordinary inheritance was covered by this provision,  Jacob 

no doubt has in mind the inheritance of the promised land.  vs 4

16.  Another reason for the adoption of these two sons was that Jacob 

anticipated more sons from his wife Rachel than he actually fathered.

17.  Rachel was his right woman, but died  the  SUD  on  the  way  to 

Bethlehem.

18.  The phrase to my sorrow may be  an  accurate  representation  of 

what Jacob felt, but it is not supported by the text which has  "upon 

me".

19.  The fact that she died short of the house of bread is indicative 

of the fact that she did not place the  priority  on  doctrine  which 

would have enabled her to overcome her MAS and reversionism.

20.  Summary of Rachel:

    a.  Jacob's right woman.

    b.  Beautiful and well built.

    c.  Infertile initially.

    d.  Reacted to Leah's fertility.

    e.  Engaged in MAS and revenge tactics.

    f.  Resorted to hocus pocus in order to have children.

    g.  Was a religious reversionist.

    h.  Had one son Joseph, Jacob's favorite.

    i.  Died the SUD having the second son, Benjamin.

21.  Rachel is a warning to all women who reject doctrine and  pursue 

their own course in life.

22.  The adoption of these two sons would  certainly  please  Joseph, 

who would wholeheartedly concur with the blessing.

VS 8  WHEN ISRAEL SAW JOSEPH'S SONS, HE SAID, "WHO ARE THESE?"

VS 9  AND JOSEPH SAID TO HIS FATHER, "THEY ARE MY SONS, WHOM GOD  HAS 

GIVEN ME HERE."  (my sons  they--who  Elohiym  gave  to  me  in  this 

{supply place})  SO HE SAID, "BRING THEM TO ME, PLEASE,  THAT  I  MAY 

BLESS THEM."  (take them please--to me--and I will  bless  them=so  I 

can bless them)

VS 10  NOW THE EYES OF ISRAEL WERE DIM FROM AGE, HE WAS NOT  ABLE  TO 

SEE.  (eyes of Israel--Qal pf dbK lit. to be heavy, when used of  the 

senses indicates some hindrance or impediment--pref m +  age--not  he 

was able to see)  THEN HE BROUGHT THEM CLOSE TO HIM,  AND  HE  KISSED 

THEM AND EMBRACED THEM.  (and he caused them to draw near to him-- wc 

+ Qal impf qwn--wc + Piel impf qbx to embrace)

VS 11  AND ISRAEL SAID TO JOSEPH, "I NEVER EXPECTED TO SEE YOUR FACE, 

AND BEHOLD, GOD HAS LET ME SEE YOUR CHILDREN AS WELL."  (to see  your 

face--neg lo' + Piel pf llP not used in Qal, lit. to judge, to  think 

on so as to reach a decision, to  determine  or  suppose--and  look-- 

Elohiym has caused me to see also your seed)

VS 12  THEN JOSEPH TOOK THEM FROM HIS KNEES, AND BOWED WITH HIS  FACE 

TO THE GROUND.  (then Joseph caused them to go out  from  beside  his 

knees--and he bowed with his face toward the earth)

SUMMARY VS 8-12

1.  Jacob had been told that Joseph had come to see him, but  he  had 

not been informed that Joseph had brought his two sons as well.

2.  Jacob has deteriorated physically to the point that he  was  bed- 

ridden much of the time due to his hip and other physical problems.

3.  This is the  first  time  we  are  told  that  his  eyesight  was 

practically gone also.

4.  He recognized that there were other people with Joseph, but could 

not make out who they were.

5.  Joseph, due to his duties in the royal  house  and  the  distance 

from Jacob, did not see much of his father during the later years  of 

his life.

6.  Jacob obviously saw even less of Ephraim and Manasseh,  who  were 

now young men.  20 years old or so.

7.  The fact that  Joseph  was  generally  unaware  of  his  father's 

condition is attested by the fact that he had to be notified when his 

father got sick.  vs 1

8.  Jacob asks Joseph to bring them to him so that he could give  the 

customary patriarchal blessing.

9.  In blessing Ephraim and Manasseh he is blessing Joseph, while not 

blessing him specifically.

10.  Jacob was dividing the double portion which went to the one with 

the right of primogeniture among Joseph's two sons.  vs 22

11.  Before he begins  the  blessing,  Jacob  demonstrates  affection 

toward the two men as he embraces and kisses them.

12.  As he does so he  is  overwhelmed  with  the  grace  of  God  in 

allowing him not only to see Joseph before he died, but  to  see  his 

children as well.

13.  One aspect of dying grace is the ability to pay tribute  to  the 

blessing of God which he has enjoyed.

14.  Jacob is occupied with God, the source of his blessing in  time, 

as well as his eternal blessings.

15.  He demonstrated his occupation with SG3 in vs 4 in  his  comment 

about the promised land.

16.  He recognizes that God does exceedingly above what we could even 

ask or think.  Eph. 3:20

17.  These young men were standing before Jacob, who was  sitting  on 

the side of the bed, and Joseph moves them back out from between  him 

and his father.

18.  He bows to the ground in recognition of Jacob's authority in the 

family and in thanks for the blessing  he  is  conferring  on  Joseph 

through his sons.

19.  Joseph, like his father, is occupied with the plan  of  God  and 

expresses gratitude for his part in it.

20.  Note the lack of arrogance of the part  of  these  men  as  they 

willingly subject themselves to God's plan for their lives.

VS 13  AND JOSEPH TOOK THEM BOTH, EPHRAIM WITH HIS RIGHT HAND  TOWARD 

TOWARD ISRAEL'S LEFT,  (and Joseph took two of them--Ephraim  on  his 

right--from left of Israel)  AND MANASSEH WITH HIS LEFT  HAND  TOWARD 

ISRAEL'S RIGHT, AND BROUGHT THEM CLOSE TO HIM.  (and Manasseh on  his 

left--from right of Israel--and caused them to draw near to him)

VS 14  BUT ISRAEL STRETCHED OUT HIS RIGHT HAND AND  LAID  IT  ON  THE 

HEAD OF EPHRAIM, WHO WAS THE YOUNGER,  (now he  was  the  smaller  or 

younger)  AND HIS LEFT HAND OF MANASSEH'S HEAD, CROSSING  HIS  HANDS, 

ALTHOUGH MANASSEH WAS THE FIRST-BORN.  (on head of Manasseh--Piel  pf 

lkw used only once in Qal and once in Piel, to look at,  to  consider 

something, to act in a prudent fashion after such consideration.  The 

idea of crossing his hands lit. means he considered this and  did  it 

intentionally--conj kiy=concessive, though or  although--he  was  the 

firstborn)

VS 15  AND HE BLESSED JOSEPH, AND  SAID, 

    "THE GOD BEFORE WHOM MY FATHER'S ABRAHAM AND ISAAC WALKED,   (the 

Elohiym--before him--my fathers Abraham and Isaac--Hithpael pf flh to 

walk back and forth, to walk oneself, to order one's conduct and life 

so that you consistently maintain your position  in  God's  presence.  

In Gen. this word is used of Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac.   It  is  a 

synonym for spiritual maturity)  

    THE GOD WHO HAS BEEN MY SHEPHERD ALL MY LIFE TO THIS  DAY,   (the 

Elohiym--d.a. + Qal act part hir the shepherd or the one shepherding- 

-me--pref m + adv dvi from yet=ever since I was--as far  as  the  day 

the this)

    VS 16  THE ANGEL WHO CONSTANTLY REDEEMS ME FROM ALL EVIL,   BLESS 

    THE LADS;  (the angel or messenger--d.a. + Qal act  part  lXG  to 

redeem, to buy back by paying a redemption price--from  all  evil=all 

sorts of bad things)    (Piel impf  barak=He  will  bless--the  young 

men)  

    AND MAY MY NAME LIVE ON IN THEM, AND  THE  NAMES  OF  MY  FATHERS 

    ABRAHAM AND ISAAC;  (and my name will be called in, with or by them=- 

may they perpetuate the faith which I have and hold to)  

    AND MAY THEY GROW INTO A MULTITUDE IN THE MIDST  OF  THE  EARTH."  

(v + Qal impf hgD to increase or multiply, cognates include word  for 

fish, who tend to be numerous and prolific--to  a  multitude--in  the 

midst of the earth)

SUMMARY VS 13-16

1.  Joseph was quite familiar with the doctrine related to the first- 

born and so positions his sons as he assumed they should be.

2.  He places Ephraim on his own right hand as he stands before Jacob 

and thus on Jacob's left.

3.  He places Manasseh on his left side so that he  would  be  toward 

the right hand of Jacob.

4.  Little did Joseph know that God had other plans and Ephraim would 

be elevated above Manasseh.

5.  Just as Isaac was preferred above Ishmael, and Jacob himself  was 

exalted above Esau; so Ephraim would be promoted above Manasseh.

6.  Vs 14 contains the first instance on laying on  the  hand  as  an 

expression of imparting some blessing or of  personal  identification 

with someone.

7.  As Jacob stretches out his hands, he knowingly  crosses  one  arm 

over the other so that his right hand was on the head of Ephraim.

8.  As we will see, this act did not go unnoticed by Joseph,  and  no 

doubt was obviously noticed by the young men.

9.  The right hand is considered to express the  concepts  of  might, 

power, strength, preeminence and honor.  Ex. 15:6; Ps.  16:8,  18:35, 

20:6; Eph. 1:20

10.  While Jacob blessed both young men, the clear emphasis  on  this 

act was to give preference to Ephraim over Manasseh, the first-born.

11.  Vs. 11 indicates that the blessing of Ephraim and  Manasseh  was 

in reality a blessing of Joseph, who had  inherited  the  birthright.  

IChron. 5:2

12.  Thus Ephraim and Manasseh essentially take the place  of  Joseph 

among the tribes of Israel.

13.  This,  coupled  with  the  fact  that  Levi  would  not  have  a 

possession in the land, left the inheritance  to  be  divided  twelve 

ways.

14.  Since Joseph had two  representatives  in  the  inheritance,  he 

received his rightful double portion.

15.  In blessing the two sons, he blessed the father.

16.  At the time these blessings were given, all  present  recognized 

that this was not merely the wish of a dying man for his descendants, 

but an expression of what the future held for them in God's plan.

17.  The prophetic nature of the blessing was well understood by  all 

the parties involved, so what was spoken was taken  as  the  Word  of 

God.

18.  The blessing is recorded in poetic format in the Masoretic text, 

and is reflected in the NAS.

19.  The blessing begins with a three-fold statement about  the  true 

God.  ,yhlXh  ha' lohiym

20.  Some interpreters seek to  find  some  reference  to  the  three 

members of the Godhead; and  while  the  three-fold  comment  may  be 

fitting for a triune God, this is not to be interpreted as a  comment 

directed to the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit.

21.  The first mention Jacob makes of God is that He is the God  with 

whom his ancestors had an intimate relationship.

22.  This suggests the necessity of pursuing  God  according  to  the 

traditions of the fathers, Abraham and Isaac.

23.  These men had true revelation from God and hence were recipients 

of the truth of doctrine long before the written canon was available.

24.  For one to truly know God, they had to know Him along the  lines 

of the oral faith which was communicated to succeeding generations by 

and through the patriarchs.

25.  These two men are said to have walked before God;  teaching that 

they so ordered their lives as to live them in the  presence  of  God 

Himself.

26.  The Hithpael of flh halak, stresses the fact that this was their 

volitional choice and that they did this consistently.

27.  These men made the MAJG and exploited  their  relationship  with 

God through the Abrahamic covenant.

28.  They enjoyed an understanding of God and a relationship with Him 

which others did not, and Jacob pays tribute to them.

29.  Walking is often used in the Word of God for conduct in general, 

maintaining a course of action which is in conformity with  the  will 

of God and is acceptable to God.  Rom. 6:4

30.  As walking provides forward motion, it therefore implies spirit- 

ual advance on a day to day basis.

31.  The believer is to walk or order his conduct:

    a.  In the new realm of spiritual life.  Rom. 6:4

    b.  According to the dictates of God the Holy Spirit.  Rom.  8:4; 

        Gal. 5:16

    c.  By faith in Bible doctrine.  IICor. 5:7

    d.  Worthy of our exalted position.  Eph. 4:1, 5:8

    e.  With the correct MA.  Eph. 5:2

    f.  Carefully and thoughtfully.  Eph. 5:15

    g.  In the light, according the the Divine revelation.  IJn. 1:7

    h.  According to His commandments.  IIJn 6

    i.  In the sphere of DG production.  Eph. 2:10

32.  The believer is to avoid walking:

    a.  According to the dictates of the STA.  Rom. 8:4

    b.  In the darkness.  IJn. 1:6, 2:9-11 Theological  darkness  due 

        to rejection of the truth or moral darkness produced  by  the 

        STA.

    c.  By sight.  IICor. 5:7

    d.  Like the cosmos.  Eph. 4:17

33.  Walking does not imply or teach that they  believer  will  never 

stumble or that he will perfectly please the Lord on every occasion.

34.  Stumbling (incidental sinning) is covered by the provision of RB 

as long as the believer does not rationalize his sin and so begin  to 

walk in darkness.  IJn. 1:5-10

35.  The second part of this reference to God deals with the shepherd 

analogy.

36.  This was something with which Jacob was intimately familiar,  he 

himself being a first-rate shepherd.

37.  The participle for shepherding is  used  in  vs  15  to  express 

continuity: God has been and is still shepherding.

38.  This is further expressed by his statement that this has been an 

action which God has performed all Jacob's life.

39.  This indicates that Jacob recognized that in all the  events  of 

his life, God was supernaturally directing him.

40.  Nothing he faced, whether good or bad, was outside the vision of 

the Great Shepherd.

41.  The physical duties  of  the  shepherd  illustrate  the  various 

aspects of the work which God performs on behalf of the believer.

42.  The primary duty of the shepherd is to provide pasture  or  food 

for the sheep, analogous to Bible doctrine which God provides for the 

believer.

43.  The great  watchfulness  required  of  a  shepherd  teaches  the 

omniscience of God as related to His sheep.

44.  In this statement it is recognized that  Jacob  was  the  stupid 

sheep who was taken care of by the Divine Shepherd.

45.  The third part of Jacob's praise of God  is  attributed  to  the 

angel or  messenger  of  God,  the  visible  representative  Who  had 

appeared to Jacob in the past.

46.  This is the second  person  of  the  Godhead,  the  preincarnate 

Christ, God the Son.

47.  This one is said to have redeemed him from all  the  evil  which 

befell him in his lifetime.

48.  To redeem something or someone was to buy them  back  by  paying 

the necessary price to redeem them.

49.  The term redemption  implies  an  antecedent  bondage;  here  to 

various sorts and kinds of evil.

50.  Evil here, as in other places, does not refer so  much  to  that 

which is in opposition to righteousness, but that which  is  harmful, 

bad or causes hurt.

51.  In every situation where someone set  themselves  against  Jacob 

with the intention of doing him harm, God delivered Jacob.

52.  Jacob pays tribute here to the care of God during  his  lifetime 

and recognizes that his own schemes and plans, which were designed to 

deliver himself, were not the source of his deliverance.

53.  This expression pays tribute to the redeemer  (Heb.  go'el)  and 

the protection and deliverance He provides.

54.  Again the participle is used to indicate that this  process  has 

been going on in the past and is still going on.

55.  In these few words, Jacob pays tribute to the true God, whom  he 

now knows is not merely exalted Deity, but is also his  shepherd  and 

redeemer.

56.  This is the one he desires to bless  Joseph's  sons;  since  His 

blessing is all that one truly needs.

57.  His desire is for these young men to know  God  in  the  fashion 

that he has come to know Him.

58.  His desire for these two is that his name and the names  of  his 

ancestors would  continue  to  live  on  in  them  even  though  they 

themselves had died.

59.  The name of a person involves all that the person is; his  view- 

point, his character, his reputation, etc.

60.  Jacob desires that the doctrinal realities which were so evident 

in the lives of Abraham and Isaac would live on in these men.

61.  Jacob now, for the first time, places  himself  on  a  par  with 

these two heroes of the faith.

62.  And although they are small in number he  relates  their  future 

blessing to the terms of the Abrahamic covenant.

63.  The multiplication of  the  seed  is  here  reiterated  in  this 

effective benediction upon Ephraim and Manasseh.

Doctrine of Sheep and Shepherds

VS 17  WHEN JOSEPH SAW  THAT  HIS  FATHER  LAID  HIS  RIGHT  HAND  ON 

EPHRAIM'S HEAD, IT DISPLEASED HIM;  (and Joseph saw that  his  father 

placed his right hand on head of Ephraim--wc + Qal impf iir  lit.  to 

make a loud noise, to rage or be tumultuous,  to  be  evil,  noxious, 

hurtful, displeasing--in his eyes)  AND HE GRASPED HIS FATHER'S  HAND 

TO REMOVE IT FROM EPHRAIM'S HEAD TO MANASSEH'S HEAD.  (wc + Qal  impf 

fmT to take hold of--hand of his father--pref l +  Hiphil  inf  const 

rVc in Qal to turn aside, depart, or go away, in Hiphil to  cause  to 

depart, to remove--it=his hand--from upon head of Ephraim--upon  head 

of Manasseh)

VS 18  AND JOSEPH SAID TO HIS FATHER, "NOT SO, MY  FATHER,  FOR  THIS 

ONE IS THE FIRST-BORN.  PLACE YOUR RIGHT HAND  ON  HIS  HEAD."   (not 

thus my father--because this the firstborn--Qal  imperv  =place  your 

right upon his head)

VS 19  BUT HIS FATHER REFUSED AND SAID,  (his father--wc + Piel  impf 

]Xm to refuse, to be unwilling--and said)  "I KNOW, MY SON,  I  KNOW; 

HE ALSO SHALL BECOME A PEOPLE AND HE ALSO SHALL BE  GREAT.   (Qal  pf 

idy--my son--I know--also he himself will become for a people--and he 

himself will also become great=more numerous and powerful)   HOWEVER, 

HIS YOUNGER BROTHER SHALL BE GRATER  THAN  HE,  AND  HIS  DESCENDANTS 

SHALL BECOME A FULL NATION.   (v  +  adv.  ,lVX  'ulam,  an  adv.  or 

adversative particle, but or nevertheless, however--his  brother  the 

small=younger--will be great  from  him=greater--and  his  seed  will 

become--a fullness of the nations=a nation full)

VS 20  AND HE BLESSED THEM ON THAT DAY, SAYING  stfwd  

        "BY YOU ISRAEL WILL BLESS, SAYING  (by you Israel will  bless 

            or will give blessing--to say)

        'MAY ELOHIYM PLACE YOU LIKE EPHRAIM AND LIKE MANASSEH'"  (Qal 

            impf siym--pref k + Ephraim--pref k + Manasseh)

THUS HE PLACED EPHRAIM BEFORE MANASSEH.  (and  he  set  Eph.  to  the 

faces of Manasseh)

SUMMARY VS 17-20

1.  Joseph quickly observed that Jacob had reversed his hands when he 

began to bless his two sons.

2.  Joseph cannot act at once due to  the  extreme  importance  which 

everyone placed on the prophetic blessing.

3.  He interrupts the blessings as soon as is conveniently  possible, 

but as we will see Jacob has more to say in regard to these two.

4.  A solemn occasion such as this would not be interrupted lightly.

5.  Even though he is not capable of  acting  immediately,  the  text 

makes it plain that Joseph was unhappy about this situation.

6.  It seems doubtful that Joseph considered this  to  be  merely  an 

oversight, since that would hardly provoke  such  a  reaction  of  MA 

displeasure.

7.  He finally can restrain himself no longer  and  physically  takes 

his father's hand and attempts to reverse them.

8.  As he is so doing, he attempts to straighten Jacob out about this 

mistake on his part.

9.  In this room, Jacob is certainly the greater as evidenced by  the 

fact that he is doing the blessing.

10.  He immediately points out to Joseph that he is keenly  aware  of 

what he is doing by telling  Joseph  twice  that  he  knows  what  is 

happening.

11.  He further explains that the younger will  become  greater  than 

his older brother.

12.  Jacob explains  that  Manasseh's  descendants  would  themselves 

become prolific and achieve greatness.

13.  Ephraim and his descendants will outstrip him in the long run.

14.  So much so that his descendants  will  eventually  grow  to  the 

place in numbers and power that they will  practically  constitute  a 

separate nation.

15.  Ephraim outnumbers Manasseh two years after  the  Exodus.   Num. 

1:33-35

16.  By the time of  the  conquest,  36  years  later,  Manasseh  was 

superior in numbers to Ephraim.  Num. 26:28-37; Deut. 33:17

17.  During the time of the Judges, the religious  center  of  Israel 

was in Shiloh, in the territory of Ephraim.  Josh. 18:1; ISam. 1:3

18.  The Tabernacle was eventually erected in Shiloh  by  Joshua  and 

remained there until the  ark  of  the  Covenant  was  taken  by  the 

Philistines.  ISam. 4:1ff

19.  During the time of David the tribe of Judah emerged as the lead- 

ing tribe; with Jerusalem becoming the principal city.

20.  But, at Solomon's death, a secession was led by  Jeroboam  I  of 

the tribe of Ephraim, who became the first king of the northern king- 

dom.

21.  According to  the  prophecy  uttered  by  Ahijah,  the  northern 

kingdom was to consist  of  10  tribes  led  by  Ephraim,  while  the 

southern kingdom was reduced to two tribes.  IKings 11:26-40

22.  During the two  centuries  that  the  northern  kingdom  existed 

(931-721 BC) it was frequently identified as Ephraim, reflecting  the 

fact that this tribe was the most powerful tribe with  the  exception 

of Judah, the leader of the southern kingdom.

23.  In the books of Chronicles, Isaiah, Jeremiah,  Hosea,  Zechariah 

and others, Ephraim is the title for the northern kingdom.  Isa. 7:8, 

11:13; Ezek. 37:16-19; Hosea 5:3,12; Zech. 9:10

24.  This prophecy of Jacob had, as all prophecies do, a literal  and 

historical fulfillment.

25.  Observation of these things, a given prophecy and  its  fulfill- 

ment, is designed to strengthen the faith of the believer.

26.  Jacob continues his blessing of Ephraim and Manasseh by  stating 

that these two would become so notorious for being  blessed  that  in 

the course of time their names would become proverbial for blessing.

27.  In fact, their names would provide the formula used to render  a 

blessing upon someone.

28.  Throughout this chapter Jacob has  consistently  placed  Ephraim 

before Manasseh, and continues to do so.  vs 5, 14, 20

29.  He does so, in spite of the fact that he risked the  displeasure 

of Joseph, his favorite son.

30.  Jacob is here the recipient of Divine revelation and he doggedly 

holds to his position in the face of any antagonism or  hostility  he 

may encounter.

31.  This was his second great application  of  doctrine  during  the 

period of his dying grace.  47:31

VS 21  THEN ISRAEL SAID TO JOSEPH, "BEHOLD, I AM ABOUT  TO  DIE,  BUT 

GOD WILL BE WITH YOU,  (behold, I am dying--Elohiym will continue  to 

be with you)  AND BRING YOU BACK TO THE LAND OF YOUR  FATHERS.   (and 

will cause you to return to land of your fathers=your ancestors)

VS 22  AND I MYSELF HAVE GIVEN TO YOU  ONE  PORTION  MORE  THAN  YOUR 

BROTHERS,  (v + pers pron + Qal  pf  nathan--to  you--one--m.s.n  ,kw 

shekhem, the shoulder--over or above your  brothers)   WHICH  I  TOOK 

FROM THE HAND OF THE AMORITE WITH MY SWORD AND MY BOW."  (which=  the 

shoulder--I took from hand of the Amorite--with my sword and with  my 

bow)

SUMMARY VS 21-22

1.  Jacob turns to Joseph and personally informs him that  his  death 

is at hand.

2.  He does not dwell on this fact, but deals with it in terms of God 

and the future of the race.

3.  When any saint dies,  no  matter  how  great,  the  plan  of  God 

continues for those left behind.

4.  Here Jacob expresses very clearly his faith and confidence in the 

promises of the Abrahamic covenant.

5.  This entire chapter is permeated  with  the  reality  of  Jacob's 

future SG3.

6.  This is what Jacob  considered  to  be  important  in  his  dying 

moments.

7.  This is what occupied his thinking and colored all his  words  to 

Joseph and his sons.

8.  He states that God will continue to be with Joseph and bless  him 

as He has in the past.

9.  Jacob clearly demonstrates his faith in the  prophecy  which  had 

been given to Abraham in Gen. 15:13-16.

10.  The return to Canaan was as real to Jacob as if it  had  already 

occurred.

11.  The language of vs 22a is somewhat enigmatic,  but  most  inter- 

preters concur that the gist of his comment is that  Joseph,  through 

his sons, was to inherit a double portion.

12.  He was exalted among his  brothers  in  terms  of  his  positive 

volition and application, so he will continue to be  exalted  in  the 

division of the promised land.

13.  This section deals specifically with the allocation of the  land 

to the various tribes upon their return to and conquest of Canaan.

14.  Interestingly, the territory of Ephraim  and  Manasseh  will  be 

located in the region of Shechem, which is the word for shoulder used 

in vs 22.

15.  This area was deeded to Joseph's sons  and  this  was  still  in 

effect during the time of Christ.  Jn. 4:5

16.  The reference to taking that portion of land with the sword  and 

bow must refer to the activity of his sons during their  revenge  for 

the rape of Dinah.  Gen. 34

17.  Jacob now has accepted full responsibility for that action.

18.  Some suggest that  this  refers  to  some  unspecified  military 

action which Jacob had taken during his time in Canaan which  is  not 

recorded in Scripture.

19.  The fact that the region around Shechem was  specifically  given 

to Joseph by Jacob does not make it  necessary  to  look  beyond  the 

events of Gen. 34.

20.  While Jacob may not have  occupied  that  region,  nevertheless, 

what his family had taken via military conquest was truly his.

21.  The men were specifically Hivites but  here called Amorites, the 

more general term for Canaanites.

22.  Both were actually descendants of Canaan and so under the  curse 

of Gen. 9:25.  Gen. 10:15-17

