GENESIS CHAPTER 50

OUTLINE 

I.  The grief of Joseph.  vs 1-3

II.  The burial of Jacob.  vs 4-14

III.  The fear and lie of Joseph's brothers.  vs 15-21

IV.  Conclusion of the life of Joseph.  vs 22-26

VS 1  THEN JOSEPH FELL ON HIS FATHER'S FACE AND  WEPT  OVER  HIM  AND 

KISSED HIM.  stfwd

VS 2  AND JOSEPH COMMANDED HIS SERVANTS, THE  PHYSICIANS,  TO  EMBALM 

HIS FATHER.  SO THE PHYSICIANS EMBALMED ISRAEL.  (Joseph--wc  +  Piel 

impf hvj--s.d.o + his servants--s.d.o + d.a. + Qal act  part  Xpr  to 

sew together, to mend, hence to heal by closing wounds, Part=healers, 

doctors or physicians--pref l + Qal inf const unx to spice or season, 

the prepare the body for burial, to embalm--s.d.o  +  his  father--so 

the physicians embalmed Israel)

VS 3  NOW FORTY DAYS WERE REQUIRED FOR IT, FOR  SUCH  IS  THE  PERIOD 

REQUIRED FOR EMBALMING.  (lit. they filled for him  forty  days--conj 

kiy--adv ken=thus or so--will fill--days of--d.a. + m.p.n  ,yunx  the 

embalming of corpses)  AND THE EGYPTIANS WEPT FOR HIM  SEVENTY  DAYS.  

(and the Egyptians--wc + Qal impf hkB to flow  by  drops,  to  weep-- 

s.d.o + 3ms suff--plural of number seven=seventy day)

SUMMARY VS 1-3

1.  While it is not specifically recorded,  the  brothers  of  Joseph 

were all present at the death of their father, Jacob.

2.  No doubt his death had a great impact on them as well.

3.  However, the relationship of Joseph and Jacob was far closer than 

than that of the other sons due to the positive volition  which  they 

shared in some greater measure.

4.  Their close relationship was observed early on  in  the  life  of 

Joseph.  Gen. 37:3

5.  Now Jacob is dead at 147 and Joseph is 56 years  old.   Date-1643 

BC

6.  Their was, to some degree, more  sorrow  felt  and  expressed  by 

Joseph than the other men.

7.  Joseph displays legitimate grief over the loss of a loved one and 

as is customary, this grief expresses itself in tears.

8.  He displays enough grief so that none need doubt his sincerity.

9.  On the other hand, his grief is mitigated by his understanding of 

the doctrines of life after death and the resurrection.

10.  Like Abraham, Joseph expresses the pain of his soul by crying at 

the death of one who is most dear.  Gen. 23:1-3

11.  The pain of death is the sudden loss of someone to whom you have 

an emotional attachment.

12.  The reality of physical death came as a result of the  introduc- 

tion of the STA and spiritual death into the world.  Gen. 2:17

13.  This reality will continue for mankind even through the  Millen- 

nium, but will eventually be eliminated by Christ.  ICor. 15:56; Rev. 

1:18, 21:4

14.  There is a legitimate amount  of  soulish  pain  which  must  be 

expressed and failure to do so is not healthy or normal.

15.  Joseph expresses what is appropriate and then moves on with  the 

physical demands of death, the disposition of the body.

16.  Joseph, as second in command, had ready access to every kind  of 

medical service available.

17.  According to Herodotus, there were special physicians  in  Egypt 

for every disease, among whom were the Taricheuta, those  who  super- 

intended the process of embalming.

18.  Joseph issued  an  authoritative  command  and  those  from  his 

servants who were in charge of this area complied.

19.  The process of embalming was practiced  by  the  Egyptians,  who 

originated and perfected this skill.

20.  It was not practiced by the Hebrews, who later  were  instructed 

to avoid those who were dead or become  ceremonially  unclean.   Num. 

19:11-22

    a.  Contact with a corpse rendered one ceremonially unclean.   vs 

        11

    b.  This illustrates carnality which becomes  a  reality  in  the 

        life of the believer as a result of  association  with  those 

        who are spiritually dead.

    c.  Ceremonial cleansing was required, teaching the necessity  of 

        RB for dealing with the uncleanness and the resultant guilt.

    d.  This entire  section  deals  with  the  strict  necessity  of 

        practicing the doctrine of separation.

    e.  Failure  to  practice  this  doctrine  renders  the  believer 

        unclean before God and unfit for service.  vs 13

    f.  The entire house of  a  dead  man  was  rendered  unclean  by 

        association with that dead man.  vs 14

    g.  This illustrates carnality among believers as a basis for the 

        doctrine of separation.  

    h.  The open  vessels  indicate  that  social  life  with  carnal 

        believers is equally defiling.

    i.  vs 16 teaches the importance of maintaining a  distance  from 

        negative types on the job.

    j.  The clear teaching  of  this  section  is  the  reality  that 

        believers must carefully monitor all associations, lest  they 

        themselves become carnal.

    k.  Another important truth is that carnality is  transmitted  by 

        wrong associations and spirituality  is  not  transmitted  at 

        all.  Haggai 2:11-13

    l.  The defiled person defiles others  in  his  periphery.   Num. 

        19:22

21.  According the Herodotus, the embalmers offered  three  different 

methods, which differed in elaboration and cost.

22.  No doubt no cost was spared in the case of Jacob, who along with 

his son Joseph was held in high regard by the Egyptians.  vs 3

23.  The process of embalming consisted of the removal of  the  brain 

through the nose by a hooked instrument.

24.  Next, the entrails were removed through an incision made in  the 

side and were placed in a jar.

25.  The cranial and abdominal cavity were filled  with  spices,  and 

the entire body was treated with saltpeter for 7 days.

26.  Afterward the whole body was washed with palm  wine  and  daubed 

with pitch or gum, wrapped in many folds of white cloth and placed in 

the mummy case.

27.  The entire process took a period of  40  days  in  the  case  of 

Jacob.

28.  The process of embalming was necessary  in  only  two  cases  in 

Jewish history, that of Jacob and his son Joseph.

29.  This was necessary due to their understanding of and  confidence 

in the promises of God and their SG3 package; which made it necessary 

to transport their bodies back to Canaan.

30.  The Egyptians engaged in a lengthy  period  of  mourning,  which 

consisted of 70 days, the 40 days  required  for  the  embalming  and 

another month beyond that.

31.  This is excessive, but reflects their lack of  understanding  of 

life after death and the resurrection.

32.  Note that it does not say the Hebrews engaged in  this  overdone 

period of displaying their grief.

33.  There is a legitimate period for sorrow, but the believer who is 

still in Ph2 must make the necessary adjustments and  continue  their 

spiritual advance.

34.  True comfort comes only from God and His Word.  IThess. 4:13ff

35.  It may be observed that  to  a  certain  extent  the  grief  and 

display of it by the Egyptians was superficial and a tad phony.

VS 4  AND WHEN THE DAYS OF MOURNING FOR HIM WERE PAST,  JOSEPH  SPOKE 

TO THE HOUSEHOLD OF PHARAOH, SAYING,  (days of--f.s.n + 3ms tykB  1X, 

his weeping=weeping on his account--wc + Qal impf rbi to  pass  over, 

to pass by=elapsed--Joseph spoke to  household  of  Pharaoh--to  say)  

"IF NOW I HAVE FOUND FAVOR IN YOUR SIGHT, PLEASE  SPEAK  TO  PHARAOH, 

SAYING,  (if please I found grace  or  favor--in  your  eyes=in  your 

sight--Piel imperv dabhar--part na'=please--in the ears of  Pharaoh-- 

to say)

VS 5  'MY FATHER MADE ME SWEAR, SAYING, "BEHOLD I AM ABOUT TO DIE; IN 

MY GRAVE WHICH I DUG FOR MYSELF IN THE LAND OF CANAAN, THERE YOU WILL 

BURY ME."  (my father--Hiphil pf ibw caused to swear, to  bind  under 

oath--saying--behold I am dying=deathbed situation--in my grave which 

I cut--for myself--in land of Canaan--adv sham + he locale--Qal  impf 

rbq)  NOW THEREFORE, PLEASE LET ME GO UP AND BURY MY FATHER;  THEN  I 

WILL RETURN.'"  (v + adv 'atah=and now--Qal  impf  'alah  +  part  of 

entreaty na'--v + Qal impf cohort qabhar=let me bury--my father--v  + 

Qal impf cohort.bVw let me return)

VS 6  AND PHARAOH SAID, "GO UP AND BURY YOUR FATHER, AS HE  MADE  YOU 

SWEAR."  (and Phar. said--Qal imperv  hli  +  v+  rbq--s.d.o  +  your 

father--pref k + rel pron=just as--Hiphil pf ibw  he  caused  you  to 

swear)

SUMMARY VS 4-6

1.  The phrase which begins vs 4 "the  days  of  his  weeping"  could 

refer either to Joseph or more likely to the mourning period  of  the 

Egyptians from the end of vs 3.

2.  As we noted, their period  of  mourning  was  excessive  and  not 

grounded in any sort of reality, since the loss of Jacob truly  meant 

very little to them.

3.  It may be observed from the first 2 verses in this  chapter  that 

Joseph had already began to make the necessary arrangements  to  have 

his father's body prepared for the trip to Canaan.

4.  After some time has elapsed, probably the  70  day  period  which 

seems to have been the custom in Egypt, Joseph makes formal  prepara- 

tions to take the body back to Canaan for burial.

5.  Joseph again demonstrates his tact and  wisdom  in  dealing  with 

what might become a problem situation.

6.  He approaches the household of Pharaoh, and not Pharaoh directly.

7.  Several explanations  have  been  advanced  as  to  his  reasons, 

including:

    a.  His being unshaven and unadorned  due to  the  death  of  his 

        father.

    b.  His practice of not  ever  requesting  anything  for  himself 

        personally.

    c.  His desire to alleviate any suspicion in the mind of  Pharaoh 

        about his loyalty to Egypt and future plans.

8.  A is obviously no reason, since a man could easily clean  himself 

up and become presentable, and Joseph's period of mourning  was  very 

likely over before the 70 day period of the Egyptians.

9.  B has some merit, but C is the correct reason.

10.  Although Joseph was number 2 only to Pharaoh he did not want  to 

give the impression that he no longer needed to consult the king.

11.  This would be a major  undertaking  and  his  motives  might  be 

easily misconstrued.

12.  Pharaoh and others might become suspicious, so once again Joseph 

makes provision to have the blessing of Pharaoh  on  his  plans,  and 

that publicly.

13.  His actual request is very straightforward and he makes it plain 

that he has taken a solemn oath in regard to performing this burial.

14.  The fact that this oath was given on the deathbed of his  father 

would make it all the more significant to most people.

15.  And at the end of his request, Joseph makes quite clear that his 

intention is to return to Egypt and resume his position and duties.

16.  The fact that this message came to Pharaoh through his own staff 

would also allay any fears that Joseph was merely trying to deceive.

17.  All this diplomacy is successful and Pharaoh does  not  hesitate 

in allowing Joseph to perform this solemn act.

18.  We know that the burial place was the cave at  Machpelah,  which 

Abraham had purchased from the Hittites.  Gen. 49:29-32

19.  Joseph includes in his request some details which also  indicate 

to Pharaoh that this request was not some  rash  decision,  but  that 

Jacob had already made provision while  he  was  in  Canaan  for  his 

eventuality.

20.  Some have suggested that the statement about him having digged a 

burial place was not true and that he was merely  referring  to  what 

his ancestors had previously done.

21.  More likely, each generation which was going to use  the  burial 

plot which had been purchased by  Abraham  made  provision  in  their 

lifetime for their eventual interment there.

22.  When he buried Leah, Jacob could easily have prepared his burial 

place by her, digging out his own grave.

23.  This  certainly  points  out  the  necessity  of  foresight  and 

provision for the disposition of your body.

24.  Those who live in the rapture  generation  are  not  necessarily 

assured that they will not face physical death.

25.  It seems to me that as one ages, they ought to plan for the very 

real possibility of death, as they have the necessary resources to do 

so.

26.  Simply because one lives in the rapture generation does not mean 

that one does not have to plan for the future.

27.  Obviously these issues become more important as we  grow  older, 

and are not particularly considered by the young.  

For instance, Jacob made provision for  his  burial  in  Canaan,  but 

there is no evidence that 17 year old  Joseph  did  any  such  thing.  

However when he visited the land to bury his father I think he  would 

have prepared his burial plot then.

VS 7  SO JOSEPH WENT UP TO BURY HIS FATHER, AND WITH HIM WENT UP  ALL 

THE SERVANTS OF PHARAOH,  (and Joseph went up--pref l + Qal inf const 

rbq--s.d.o + his father--all of servants  of  Pharaoh--went  up  with 

him)  THE ELDERS OF HIS HOUSEHOLD AND ALL THE ELDERS OF THE  LAND  OF 

EGYPT.  (elders of his house--and all of elders of land of Mitsrayim)

VS 8  AND ALL THE HOUSEHOLD  OF  JOSEPH  AND  HIS  BROTHERS  AND  HIS 

FATHER'S HOUSEHOLD; (and all of house of Joseph--and  his  brothers-- 

and house of his father)  THEY LEFT ONLY THEIR LITTLE ONES AND  THEIR 

FLOCKS AND THEIR HERDS IN THE LAND OF GOSHEN.   (adv  of  limitation, 

except, only, excluding--m.s.n + 3mp  suff  [u  little  children--and 

flock of them--and herd of them--Qal pf bzi lit to loosen  bands,  to 

let go or release, to leave behind, people, places etc--in region  of 

Goshen)

VS 9  THERE ALSO WENT UP WITH HIM BOTH CHARIOTS AND HORSEMEN; AND  IT 

WAS A VERY GREAT COMPANY.  (wc + Qal impf 'alah--prep ,i {why is this 

used as opposed to tX which was used in vs  7}--adv  ,G  used  before 

next two words=both...and...--m.s.n bkr verb  means  to  ride  or  be 

carried,  noun=chariot=military  escort--m.p.n  wrP  horseman  almost 

always used in plural, except Jere 4:29 and Nahum 3:3 both seem to be 

collective singulars--wc + Qal impf hayah--d.a.  +  m.s.n  hnxm  mach 

 neh, a camp or company--adj.m.s dbK heavy=many--adv dXm)

VS 10  WHEN THEY CAME TO THE THRESHING FLOOR OF ATAD, WHICH IS BEYOND 

THE JORDAN,  (wc + Qal impf XOB--prep  di  as  far  as--m.s.n  ]rG  a 

smooth or level place, esp. used of the floor on which corn or  wheat 

is trodden out--d.a. + duX looks like a personal name,  although  the 

word means a bramble or thorn--rel pron--pref b +  m.s.n  rbi  region 

on the other side of something--d.a.  +  Jordan.   From  Moses  other 

usage of this phrase, there can be no doubt that they are on the east 

side of the Jordan)  THEY  LAMENTED  THERE  WITH  A  VERY  GREAT  AND 

SORROWFUL LAMENTATION;  (wc + Qal impf dpc to beat the breast,  as  a 

sign of grief, esp. for the dead.  To engage in overt activity  which 

is indicative of mourners--adv  sham=there--m.s.n  dPcm  mourning  or 

lamentation--a great--and heavy exceedingly)  AND HE  OBSERVED  SEVEN 

DAYS MOURNING FOR HIS FATHER.  (wc +  Qal  impf  'asah=he  observed-- 

seven days--m.s.n lbX This noun is derived from the verb which  means 

to wail loudly, the overt mourning could be observed for any  period, 

7 days, 30 days, etc--pref l + his father)

VS 11  NOW WHEN THE INHABITANTS OF THE LAND, THE CANAANITES, SAW  THE 

MOURNING AT THE THRESHING FLOOR OF ATAD, THEY SAID,   (Qal  act  part 

bwy dwellers--of the land, the Canaanites--wc + Qal impf ra'ah--s.d.o 

+ d.a. + 'ebhel--at the threshing floor of Atad--they said)  "THIS IS 

A GRIEVOUS MOURNING FOR  THE  EGYPTIANS."   THEREFORE  IT  WAS  NAMED 

ABEL-MIZRAIM, WHICH IS BEYOND THE JORDAN.  (this--to the  Mitsrayim-- 

]K=li therefore--he called name of it--mourning  of  the  Egyptians-- 

rel pron--pref b + 'ebher--the Jordan)

VS 12  AND THUS HIS SONS DID FOR HIM AS HE HAD  CHARGED  THEM;   (and 

his sons did for him--thus--just as he had commanded them)

VS 13  FOR HIS SONS CARRIED HIM TO THE LAND OF CANAAN, AND BURIED HIM 

IN THE CAVE OF THE FIELD OF MACHPELAH  (his sons lifted  him--to  the 

land of Canaan--and they buried him--in the  cave  of  the  field  of 

Machpelah)  WHICH ABRAHAM HAD BOUGHT  ALONG  WITH  THE  FIELD  FOR  A 

BURIAL PLOT FROM EPHRON THE HITTITE,  BEFORE  MAMRE.   (rel  pron=the 

cave--Abraham--Qal pf hnq to buy,  acquire  or  obtain--s.d.o  +  the 

field=along with the field--for a possession of a burial  place--from 

Ephron the Hittite--upon the faces of Mamre=just  outside  of  Mamre, 

but right near the town)

SUMMARY VS 7-13

1.  Having successfully navigated another diplomatic  hurdle,  Joseph 

makes the concluding arrangements to depart and perform  his  promise 

to his father.

2.  One would  hardly  have  expected  the  Egyptians  to  show  such 

interest and create a funeral procession of the size which we find in 

our verses.

3.  The number of Egyptians who joined themselves to this  expedition 

was based in part on the esteem which the Egyptians  had  for  Joseph 

as well as their inordinate fondness of large and elaborate funerals.

4.  The classes of Egyptians who accompany Joseph are not to be taken 

in an absolute sense, otherwise you have a near vacuum of  leadership 

in Egypt for the duration of this funeral.

5.  Each class mentioned in vs 7 had representatives which  made  the 

journey to Canaan with the funeral.

6.  Those who traveled included:

    a.  The servants of Pharaoh, his governmental officers, who  were 

        at least partially bound to attend out of  courtesy  for  the 

        position of Joseph.

    b.  The elders of his household, those men who occupied positions 

        of leadership in Pharaoh's own house.

    c.  The elders of the land  of  Egypt,  those  men  who  occupied 

        of leadership of any consequence.

    d.  The household of Joseph,  his  wife,  children,  and  trusted 

        servants.

    e.  His brothers, the 11, their families and those they may  have 

        acquired during the preceding 17 years.

    f.  The household of his father,  all  who  continued  to  reside 

        under the roof of Jacob, trusted servants, etc.

7.  The caravan obviously became quite large, easily numbering in the 

hundreds, and perhaps as many as a thousand.

8.  The only ones left behind were the children of the  families  who 

were too young to embark on such a long  and  rigorous  journey,  and 

those who would necessarily stay behind to care for  each  house  and 

the large flocks in Goshen.

9.  This company would require both food and protection from attack.

10.  A military escort  was  provided  which  included  both  mounted 

calvary and a retinue of chariots.

11.  Some have suggested that this may be wagons which were  used  to 

carry provisions, but usage in Exodus and Judges  seems  to  indicate 

that these were chariots of a military sort.

12.  The fact that they were provided with a military escort and  the 

note in vs 10  which  states  that  they  crossed  the  Jordan  gives 

credence to the suggestion that  there  may  have  been  some  unrest 

expected along the way.

13.  Some state that this phrase does not mean the east side  of  the 

Jordan, but context determines the speakers point of view,  and  this 

context demands origin in Egypt.

14.  The threshing floor of Atad is viewed as a place belonging to  a 

particular man, although the  phrase  may  be  translated  "threshing 

floor of the bramble or thorn".

15.  The significant thing to be noted is that this was the place  at 

which they stopped  to  observe  another  period  of  seven  days  of 

mourning for Jacob.

16.  It appears that  Egyptian  custom  demanded  another  period  of 

lamentation at or near the final burial place.

17.  This is clearly an Egyptian custom, and  such  expressions  were 

required to be quite demonstrative.

18.  Consider again  the  contrast  between  the  adjusted  believer, 

Joseph, who observed a short but emotional period  of  mourning,  and 

the maladjusted who turn the funeral into a stage production.

19.  Their excessive displays of grief were no  doubt  influenced  by 

their lack of confidence in the resurrection.

20.  This activity had an impact on the inhabitants of the region who 

could readily identify the observe this obviously Egyptian ceremony.

21.  The named the place the "the emptiness  or  nothingness  of  the 

Egyptians", recognizing that the Egyptians, though highly  religious, 

truly possessed nothing.

22.  The  greatest  civilizations  of  the  cosmos,  with  all  their 

trappings of religion and their "advanced culture" are truly seen  to 

be bankrupt, without God and without hope in the world.

23.  Even the cosmos, as they observe the futility of  the  Egyptians 

are not impressed.

24.  The Egyptians custom of elaborate  funeral  services,  extensive 

and prolonged weeping, making all this show over a corpse is seen for 

the futility it truly is.

25.  Verses 12-13 contain a summary of the fact that Jacob's sons did 

precisely what they had been commanded and fulfilled  their  father's 

request in every detail.

VS 14  AND AFTER HE HAD BURIED HIS FATHER, JOSEPH RETURNED TO  EGYPT,  

(Joseph--wc + Qal impf bVw--to Egypt--prep yrxX after--he had  buried 

his father..This is not Hebrew word order)  HE AND HIS BROTHERS,  AND 

ALL WHO HAD GONE UP WITH  HIM  TO  BURY  HIS  FATHER.   (he  and  his 

brothers--and all the ones ascending with him--to bury--his father)

VS 15  WHEN JOSEPH'S BROTHERS SAW THAT THEIR FATHER  WAS  DEAD,  THEY 

SAID,  (brothers of Joseph--wc + Qal  impf  ra'ah--conj  kiy=indirect 

discourse--dead was father of them--then they said)  "WHAT IF  JOSEPH 

SHOULD BEAR A GRUDGE AGAINST US THEN HE WILL ABSOLUTELY PAY  US  BACK 

IN FULL FOR ALL THE WRONG WHICH WE DEALT  TO  HIM?!?!"   (conj  Vl  a 

conditional conjunction, used when one implies that what is spoken of 

either is, nor has been, for is expected to be a reality.  It is used 

to denote that which may be potential but is not expected  to  occur, 

in other words, they have no reason to assume this  or  be  concerned 

about it--Joseph --Qal impf ,uw used only 2x before this, Gen. 27:41, 

49:23 to follow in a hostile manner, to lay a trap  for  someone,  to 

persecute them with evil intent--v + Hiphil inf abs + Hiph  impf  bVw 

returning he will return=he will surely pay us back--to us-- s.d.o  + 

all the evil--rel pron--Qal pf lmG to deal with  someone,  to  render 

either good or evil to them--s.d.o + 3ms suff)

VS 16  SO THEY SENT A COMMAND TO JOSEPH, SAYING, "YOUR FATHER CHARGED 

BEFORE HE DIED, SAYING,  (wc + Piel impf hvj they commanded--prep 'el 

+ Joseph--to say--your father, leads of sentence  for  emphasis--Piel 

pf tsawah--before he died--to say)

VS 17  'THUS YOU WILL SAY TO JOSEPH, "PLEASE FORGIVE, I BEG YOU,  THE 

TRANSGRESSION OF YOUR BROTHERS  AND  THEIR  SIN,  FOR  THEY  DID  YOU 

WRONG."'  (adv hK=thus or so--you  will  say  to  Joseph--Interj  XNX 

'anna', to request, plead, beseech or beg--Qal imperv Xwn to lift  up 

or bear, to bear with, to pardon  or  forgive--part  Xn=please--m.s.n 

iwP the root idea of this verb is a breach of relationships, civil or 

religious.  In international matters, it means to cast off allegiance 

to rebel.   In  personal  matters  rebellion  may  be  in  view,  but 

transgression is more to the point, a violation of another's personal 

or property rights.  Like all matters in which men  go  to  far,  the 

root problem is arrogance and lack of a fear of God--of your brothers 

--and their sin, this  word  emphasizes  that  transgression  against 

others is an affront to the +R of God--conj  kiy=because--they  dealt 

evil to you)  AND  NOW,  PLEASE  FORGIVE  THE  TRANSGRESSION  OF  THE 

SERVANTS OF THE GOD OF YOUR FATHER."   (v  +  adv  'atah--Qal  imperv 

nasa'--part na'=please--pref l ?? + the transgression of the servants 

of the Elohiym of your father)  AND JOSEPH WEPT WHEN  THEY  SPOKE  TO 

HIM.  (Joseph--wc + Qal impf hkB to flow down, to drip tears, to weep 

--pref b + Piel inf const dabhar=when they spoke to him)

SUMMARY VS 14-17

1.  There can be no doubt from vs 14 that  Joseph,  as  well  as  all 

those who had accompanied him, returned  to  Egypt  just  as  he  had 

promised.

2.  Beyond this, it is evident  that  none  of  the  family  had  any 

intention of remaining in Canaan at this point.

3.  The only explanation for this is that Joseph, who would  seem  to 

be a person who would have obeyed  any  Divine  directive  to  depart 

Egypt, had not received any such Divine directive.

4.  It is not the will of God for this fledgling nation to depart  at 

this time since:

    a.  They are still in danger of  assimilation  by  the  Canaanite 

        culture, and must still be isolated.

    b.  They are not prepared numerically or physically to  take  the 

        land and establish the nation.

    c.  God's ultimate plan will result in the evangelization of  the 

        Egyptians as well as other surrounding nations, which a quiet 

        move now would not accomplish.  Josh. 2:8-11

    d.  To leave now would violate the prophecy of Gen. 15:13-16

    e.  The sins of the Canaanites  have  not  reached  a  sufficient 

        level to demand their extermination.

5.  During the normal time of mourning and pressure which  is  caused 

by the death of a loved one, people tend to forget about other issues 

which concern them.

6.  Once the death and burial of their father  has  taken  place  and 

they have returned to Egypt, they individually and collectively begin 

to consider the future.

7.  They realize that their  father  is  no  longer  around  and  any 

influence he may have had on Joseph is now removed.

8.  They fantasize that Joseph has merely forgiven them for the  time 

being and insinuate that his  motive  for  doing  so  was  merely  to 

impress his father.

9.  Now that his father is no longer around, they  immediately  begin 

to assume that Joseph will begin to take his revenge on them.

10.  They are fearful since they cannot fathom  that  Joseph  is  any 

different than they are, and they know what they  would  do  if  they 

were in his place.

11.  This is the manner in which the maladjusted believer thinks  and 

views life: he attributes to others what he himself thinks, supposing 

that no one is any better than he is.

12.  This manifests a certain arrogance and stupidity.

13.  Realistically, one among them must have  considered  this  issue 

and first voiced his concern to one or more of the other brothers.

14.  This either aroused concern  on  the  part  of  the  others,  or 

intensified any concern which may have been present.

15.  The more they consider this issue and discuss  this  matter  the 

more alarmed and agitated they became.

16.  They fear retaliation from Joseph, and most likely they fear  it 

since they know they deserve it.

17.  Their own refusal to forgive and forget, which resulted in their 

crimes against Joseph, is now imputed to Joseph, who is totally  void 

of this kind of thinking.

18.  Their failure to forgive  and  their  inability  to  forget  now 

haunts them and leads to more STA activity.

19.  This is part of the discipline on those who will not deal in  an 

upright fashion and conduct themselves honorably, they live with  the 

fear that everyone else is just like them.

20.  Their apprehension is expressed in  vs  15  in  what  is  called 

aposiopesis.

21.  This is a sudden silence which comes in an unexpected place.

22.  Their fears are expressed  in  the  protasis  of  a  conditional 

clause, but their real fears are left unexpressed by the  failure  to 

complete the apodosis.

23.  This silence makes their apprehension all  the  more  vivid,  as 

there was no end to the things that they imagined that  Joseph  could 

and would do to them in the future.

24.  We have dealt with Joseph's failure to forgive and forget in the 

past, but chronologically that had occurred over 17 years ago.

25.  Their problem is their guilt, which they  have  not  effectively 

dealt with in all this time.

26.  When a person sins against another, and  becomes  aware  of  his 

transgression, he is bound to seek out the offended party and rectify 

the problem he has created.

27.  He is to seek the forgiveness of  the  offended  party  and  not 

attempt to sweep his sin under the carpet and ignore it.

28.  Failure to do so  constricts  and  can  eventually  destroy  any 

possibility of an appropriate relationship, but it also results in  a 

measure of guilt which is never properly eliminated.  Prov. 18:19

29.  Each believer in the CA is required to do their  level  best  to 

maintain the unity which the Holy Spirit desires and produces in  the 

LC.  Eph. 4:1-3

30.  The truly amazing thing regarding  all  that  is  recorded  here 

concerning their fears and actions is that Joseph was completely void 

of MA grudges and had no intention of resorting to revenge tactics.

31.  They send messengers using a tone  of  command,  and  apparently 

attempted to intimidate Joseph  with  numbers,  which  is  completely 

inappropriate due  to  the  relative  positions  of  Joseph  and  his 

brothers.

32.  They do not have the authority or right to "call Joseph  on  the 

carpet" in any way.

33.  The messenger delivers a message which is purported to  be  from 

Jacob prior to his death.

34.  Interpreters are divided as to whether or not this  message  was 

truly spoken by Jacob.

35.  Several factors make this so unlikely as to be impossible:

    a.  Jacob had a personal conference with Joseph on  two  separate 

        occasions prior to his death and nothing of this  nature  was 

        discussed.  Gen. 47:29, 48

    b.  At the time of the blessing of  all  the  sons,  nothing  was 

        mentioned about this matter.

    c.  Jacob knew Joseph quite well and had a  far  greater  rapport 

        with him spiritually than with most of his other sons.

    d.  He would have recognized if Joseph was  plotting  some  major 

        revenge.

    e.  Their actions  are  all  based  on  their  irrational  fears, 

        emanating from the STA.

36.  The supposed message was a plea from Jacob to  forgive  the  men 

for their crimes against him, which Jacob acknowledges as sinful.

37.  Note that when the messenger delivers their request for forgive- 

ness their crime is noted, but no mention of its sinful character.

38.  This all smacks of people who have not truly come to grips  with 

their own STA activity, and are completely incapable of understanding 

and orienting to grace.

39.  The final part of their message is a  subtle  attempt  on  their 

part to claim that they are now oriented to the plan of God  and  are 

faithfully executing His Will.

40.  This is ridiculous in light of all that we see transpiring.

41.  They are manifesting the following:

    a.  Guilt

    b.  Lack of GO

    c.  Fear

    d.  Lying

    e.  Deception

    f.  Cowardice

    g.  Lack of understanding of how the adjusting believer operates.

42.  Yet they attempt to claim that they are effectively serving God.

43.  Their actions produce nothing for Joseph but soul pain.

44.  He sees  through  all  this  and  recognizes  their  fear  total 

inability to deal with reality.

45.  He truly is crushed by their obvious lack of  understanding  and 

complete failure to grasp the fact that he  had  forgiven  them  long 

ago.

46.  Failure to follow the straight and narrow  obviously  keeps  the 

believer in darkness and under a certain amount of discipline.

47.  Our failure to follow the straight  and  narrow  also  adversely 

affects those in our periphery.

48.  The adjusting  believer  is  pained  by  obvious  STA  motivated 

actions and hurt by the implication that he is as petty as those  who 

would resort to such revenge tactics.

49.  This is one of the  sorrows  of  the  CWL  which  the  adjusting 

believer  must  bear,  the  maladjustment  of   those   around   him, 

particularly those about whom he cares deeply.

50.  Here Joseph manifests  the  attitude  of  Christ,  pain  at  the 

rejection of those who are negative.  Lk. 19:41ff; Rom. 9:1-2

51.  This is one of the very real aspects of  the  ministry.   IICor. 

2:1-4

VS 18  THEN HIS BROTHERS ALSO CAME AND FELL DOWN BEFORE HIM AND SAID, 

"BEHOLD, WE ARE YOUR SERVANTS."  (his brothers--wc + Qal impf  halakh 

--adv gam=also--wc + Qal impf naphal--to his faces=in his presence or 

before him--and said--behold, we are to you for servants)

VS 19  BUT JOSEPH SAID TO THEM, "STOP BEING AFRAID, FOR AM I IN GOD'S 

PLACE?"   (Joseph  said  to  them--neg  lX  +  Qal  impf  Xry  immed. 

prohibition--conj kiy--h interrogative + prep  txt  under,  below  or 

beneath, also =in place of or instead of--Elohiym--pers pron I)

VS 20  "AND AS FOR YOU ALL, YOU ALL MEANT EVIL AGAINST  ME,  BUT  GOD 

MEANT IT FOR GOOD  (v +  pers  pron  2mp--Qal  pf  bwx  to  think  or 

meditate, to think out, to invent, in a bad sense to plot--prep li  = 

against me--f.s.n ra'ah--no conjunction  or  v--Elohiym--Qal  pf  bwx 

same as above=planned or plotted--pref l + f.s.n  bu)   IN  ORDER  TO 

BRING ABOUT THIS PRESENT  RESULT,  TO  PRESERVE  MANY  PEOPLE  ALIVE.  

(pref l + ]im with l =purpose or intent--Qal inf const 'asah--pref  k 

+ d.a. + yom=as or according to the day, the this=as exists  on  this 

very day--pref l + Hiphil inf const, to cause life  or  save  life--a 

people--much or many)

VS 21  SO THEREFORE, STOP BEING AFRAID, I PERSONALLY WILL PROVIDE FOR 

YOU AND YOUR LITTLE ONES."  (v + adv hTi--neg lX + Qal  impf  yare'=- 

immed prohib.--pers pron + Pilpel impf lVK to hold up, to sustain, to 

nourish, to provide with food--s.d.o + 2mp--v  +  s.d.o  your  little 

ones)  SO HE COMFORTED THEM AND SPOKE KINDLY TO  THEM.   (wc  +  Piel 

impf ,cn in Niphal=to grieve, In Piel=to assuage grief  or  fear,  to 

comfort--s.d.o + 3mp--wc + Piel impf dabhar=spoke--prep li  on--their 

heart, This construction is used at least 3X,  Gen.  34:3,  here  and 

IIChron 32:6, it means to encourage.  The  Hebrew  regard  the  heart 

generally as the seat of the intellect, to speak to the heart  is  to 

attempt to appeal to the thinking by use of doctrine, to encourage or 

exhort)

SUMMARY VS 18-21

1.  The group of men who had been deputed by Joseph's  brothers  seem 

to be clear on the fact that Joseph was pained by what  he  had  been 

told.

2.  They return to the brothers and alleviate their fears sufficient- 

ly so they feel that they can approach Joseph.

3.  All the  strain  in  the  relationship  between  Joseph  and  his 

brothers lay on  their  side,  Joseph  was  not  constrained  in  his 

emotions toward them, but they certainly were toward him.

4.  They manifest fear and distrust on one  who  has  literally  been 

their salvation.

5.  Nothing in the previous 17 years gives them any reason to suspect 

Joseph or doubt his motives.

6.  Yet they walk in darkness due to their  rejection  of  grace  and 

failure to forgive and forget.

7.  Joseph has embraced them and sustained  them  since  he  revealed 

himself to them, yet they remain maladjusted.

8.  They finally approach Joseph, still possessing a  great  deal  of 

obvious fear, and bow before him again.

9.  This time they bow, knowing to whom they are bowing.

10.  Joseph correctly assesses the situation  and  first  deals  with 

their MA problem which must be put aside.

11.  This is not sinful judging of their attitude, this is  doctrinal 

discernment based on his knowledge and their actions.

12.  He points out two key things which they must bring  to  bear  on 

their situation, things of which Joseph himself is keenly aware.

13.  First, they must recognize that although Joseph has been exalted 

far beyond anyone in his family, and has authority in the world  only 

exceeded by one person, he is not arrogant.

14.  He is grace oriented and recognizes  that  no  matter  how  much 

authority one has, he is not God.

15.  From the time he revealed himself to his brothers, Joseph  exer- 

cised authority over every aspect of their lives, telling them  where 

to live, what to do, how to talk, what to say to Pharaoh, etc.

16.  It is possible that these men could have begun  to  be  somewhat 

resentful of his power over  them,  and  begun  to  chafe  under  his 

authority.

17.  They might begin to question  his  motives  and  plans  for  the 

future, assuming that all this power had gone to his head.

18.  Such was not the case, his authority was always  used  on  their 

behalf, not to harm them.

19.  Such is the correct MA of any who possess authority:

    a.  Husbands.  Eph. 5:22-29

    b.  Parents.  Eph. 6:4

    c.  Civil authorities.  Rom. 13:3

    d.  Masters/Bosses.  Col. 4:1

    e.  Pastor-teachers.  IICor. 10:7-11

20.  Joseph does not have any desire for these men to bow before  him 

and present themselves as his abject slaves, they are to  concentrate 

on serving God, applying doctrine.

21.  Secondly, Joseph points out what he had told his  brothers  some 

17 years earlier, that being that their plan for  his  life  did  not 

thwart God's plan for his life.

22.  Vs 20 is very reminiscent of what was stated in Gen. 45:5-8; his 

viewpoint now is the same as it was then.

23.  Joseph learned what every believer has to learn to do when  they 

face situations in which others intentionally do them wrong.

24.  You have got to view everything in terms  of  the  doctrine  you 

know, particularly, Rom. 8:28.

25.  The Lord acknowledged that their were going to be  offenses  and 

stumbling blocks, (Matt. 18:1-7) and believers  are  exhorted  to  be 

sure that they seek to do all they can not  to  become  a  source  of 

stumbling.  Rom. 14:13-21

    The biggest area of stumbling occurs when believers do not  apply 

    doctrine, this creates the potential for all sorts  of  problems.  

    By their example they discourage other  believers  in  the  Local 

    Church, and if their example encourages others to blow off even a 

    small area of doctrine, they are bad news, and up for some pretty 

    severe discipline.  Matt. 5:18

26.  Joseph points out that he is not only not in  God's  place,  but 

that he does not view what they did as a crime which  he  would  even 

desire to punish.

27.  He sees, as he has for some  time,  that  the  hand  of  God  is 

operative in all the events which befall a believer.

28.  What his brothers intended under the STA's as harm  for  Joseph, 

God used for His purpose of delivering the fledgling nation.

29.  Even if he was inclined to take revenge, which he  is  not,  his 

view of what has transpired would prevent him from doing so.

30.  On the one hand, Joseph does not skirt the issue of their  crime 

and pretend that what they did was less than despicable, yet  on  the 

other hand, he points to God's greater purpose  which  none  of  them 

could see at that time.

31.  He makes note of the  fact  that  they  plotted  an  evil  thing 

against him.

32.  He commands them once again to get over  their  mental  attitude 

fear that he is going to harm them in some way.

33.  He informs them that he intends to continue what has  long  been 

his practice, that of providing for their families.

34.  No one will be left out, not them  or  even  the  newest  little 

child.

35.  With these words, Joseph attempted to mitigate their  fears  and 

let them know that he was not bitter or vengeful,  but  was  inclined 

toward them in a very positive way.

36.  There is a time to attempt to break through the  STA  fog, which 

people come under due to their own lack of  application,  and  reason 

with them and aid them in giving up their goofy thinking.

37.  Although Joseph  had  his  STA  binge  for  several  months  and 

initially took revenge on his brothers, he has demonstrated for 17 or 

more years that he is well past that sort of activity.

38.  He views things from God's perspective, and forgave  and  forgot 

and moved on.

39.  Their inability to do so led to this silly attempt  to  railroad 

Joseph.

VS 22  AND JOSEPH STAYED IN EGYPT, HE AND HIS FATHER'S HOUSEHOLD, AND 

JOSEPH LIVED ONE HUNDRED AND  TEN  YEARS.   (Joseph--wc  +  Qal  impf 

yashabh--in Mitsrayim--he and house of his father--and  Joseph  lived 

an hundred and ten years)

VS 23  AND JOSEPH SAW THE THIRD GENERATION OF  EPHRAIM'S  SONS;  ALSO 

THE SONS OF MACHIR, THE SON OF MANASSEH, WERE BORN ON JOSEPH'S KNEES.  

(Joseph--wc + Qal impf ra'ah--pref  l  +  Ephraim--sons  of--adj.m.pl 

,ywLw descendants of the third generation from Ephraim= his sons  and 

grandsons, Joseph's great-grandsons--adv  gam=also--sons  of  Machir, 

son of Manasseh--Pual pf dly they were brought forth with the aid  of 

a midwife--upon the knees of Joseph)

VS 24  AND JOSEPH SAID TO HIS BROTHERS, "I AM ABOUT TO DIE,  BUT  GOD 

WILL SURELY TAKE CARE OF YOU, AND BRING YOU UP FROM THIS LAND TO  THE 

LAND WHICH HE PROMISED ON OATH TO ABRAHAM, TO ISAAC  AND  TO  JACOB."  

(I am dying--but Elohiym--Qal inf abs + Qal impf dqP visiting he will 

visit--you all--and will cause you all to ascend--from the  land  the 

this--to the land which--Niphal pf ibw swore--to Abraham,  to  Isaac, 

and to Jacob)

VS 25  THEN JOSEPH MADE THE SONS OF ISRAEL SWEAR, SAYING,  "GOD  WILL 

SURELY VISIT YOU, AND YOU WILL CARRY MY BONES UP  FROM  HERE."   (and 

Joseph caused the sons of Israel to swear and  oath--saying--Qal  inf 

abs + Qal inf const dqP surely visit--Elohiym--you all-- and you will 

cause to ascend--my bones--from here)

VS 26  SO JOSEPH DIED AT THE AGE OF ONE HUNDRED AND TEN YEARS; AND HE 

WAS EMBALMED AND PLACED IN A COFFIN IN EGYPT.  (Joseph  died--son  of 

one hundred and ten years--wc + Qal impf unx to spice or  season,  to 

embalm--him--wc + Qal impf ,wy 2X, Gen. 24:33 and here, to  place  or 

put--pref b + d.a. + m.s.n ]OrX an ark or chest, used of money boxes, 

coffins, vast majority of uses  refer  to  Ark  of  the  Covenant--in 

Egypt)

SUMMARY VS 22-26

1.  The final five verses of this chapter conclude the life of Joseph 

as well as the book of Genesis.

2.  Joseph remained in  Egypt  until  his  death,  and  there  is  no 

evidence that he did not continue to  occupy  the  same  position  of 

prominence to which Sesostris I appointed him.

3.  Joseph ruled over the land of Egypt  from  the  time  he  was  37 

(1669 BC) until he was 110 (1589 BC)

4.  There was no attempt to leave Egypt, which Joseph had now figured 

to be the subject of the prophecy which had been given in Gen. 15.

5.  Interestingly enough, Joseph lived the number of years which  the 

Egyptians considered ideally desirable.  No less than  27  references 

are found in Egyptian literature from all periods.

6.  Joseph lived a sufficient length of time  to  see  not  only  his 

grandsons, but was alive for the birth of his great-grandsons.

7.  Having had his two sons before he was 37, if they had  a  son  or 

sons before they were forty, and their sons  were  born  before  they 

were forty, this fits what we are told quite well.

8.  This fact is also mentioned since seeing ones  grandchildren  was 

considered  a  blessing,  but  to  see  ones  great-grandchildren  is 

considered the height of blessing.

9.  The phrase "the  third  generation  of  Ephraim's  sons"  clearly 

refers to Ephraim, his son, and  his  son's  son,  as  seen  in  what 

follows concerning Manasseh.

10.  Joseph likewise was alive  for  the  birth  of  Manasseh's  son, 

Machir, and for the birth of Machir's son or sons.

11.  The fact that Joseph saw more of the sons of Ephraim, while only 

seeing one in the line of Manasseh, squares with the prophecy of Gen. 

48:19-20.

12.  The prophecy to Abraham stated that the nation would come out of 

Egypt during the fourth generation.

13.  The first generation began with those who were  born  in  Egypt, 

namely Manasseh.

14.  The second generation was Machir, followed by Gilead, who was  a 

contemporary with Moses, and the  fourth  generation  Hepher,  was  a 

contemporary of Joshua and Caleb.  Num. 26:29, 27:1; Josh. 17:1,3

15.  In the line of Moses, Kohath was the first generation, Amram the 

second, Moses the third, and the children of Moses the  fourth.   Ex. 

6:16-27

16.  The third generation mentioned in our verse was the  parents  of 

the Exodus generation.

17.  The Exodus generation was  the  fourth  generation,  which  fits 

quite well with the fact that the sons of Israel were only  in  Egypt 

for 215 years.

18.  The phrase "born of Joseph's knees" indicates that  he  was  not 

only alive for their births, but was capable  of  physically  holding 

them on his lap.

18.  As Joseph's life drew to a close, he began to make provision for 

his impending death and the disposition of his body.

19.  Like his ancestors,  he  was  occupied  with  his  SG3  and  the 

promises of God.

20.  He points out to those present that God will continue to support 

and sustain the nation in spite of Joseph's absence.

21.  The plan of God is not contingent on any believer, no matter how 

great that believer may be.

22.  As Abraham died, the plan of God moved forward.

23.  The same is true of Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, etc.

24.  Each believer has  a  certain  amount  of  time  to  make  their 

contribution in the A/C and once that time is past, it is past.

25.  Each believer must apply based on the understanding of who  they 

are, where they live in history,  and  other  factors  which  may  be 

deduced by a careful study of doctrine.

26.  Obviously as Joseph's death approaches, those he has  cared  for 

all his life may become concerned that  they  will  not  be  properly 

cared for.

27.  Joseph recognizes that God is the source of their protection and 

that He will continue to fulfill his  good  Word  to  the  succeeding 

generations.

28.  Joseph points to the next great event in the history of  Israel, 

the Exodus out of Egypt and back to Canaan.

29.  This indicates his supreme confidence in the Word of  God  which 

had been given to Abraham, but as yet was unfulfilled.

30.  The believer who is functioning under doctrine and has faith  in 

that doctrine does not need to  see  the  fulfillment  of  any  given 

principle in order to believe it.

32.  Joseph's confidence is based on the promise which  God  made  to 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

33.  Like these men, Joseph never lived in the  land  of  Canaan  and 

possessed any part of it for himself.

34.  Like these men, he is occupied  with  the  promises  of  God  in 

relation to the land.

35.  Joseph is so certain that one day Israel will possess  the  land 

that he  makes  his  descendants  take  an  oath  in  regard  to  the 

disposition of his body.

36.  Obviously if his sons took this oath,  they  would  have  passed 

this oath along to succeeding generations.

37.  Hebrews 11:22 points to this as Joseph's crowning act  of  faith 

in doctrine.

38.  Joseph does not request an immediate transport to  the  land  of 

Canaan at the time of his death.

39.  He recognizes that this will not be possible, so he  tells  them 

to take his body with them at the time of the Exodus.

40.  Joseph recognized  that  the  Egyptians  would  embalm  him  and 

preserve his body, which is precisely what occurred.

41.  Joseph never forgot his spiritual heritage despite  his  exalta- 

tion and glamorous position in Egypt.

42.  He made all the adjustments to God and oriented to His  plan  in 

great detail.

43.  His one area of failure to forgive and  forget  was  short-lived 

and had passed long ago.

44.  His final act was  to  provide  a  source  of  encouragement  to 

succeeding generations by the command to remove his body at the  time 

of the Exodus.

45.  His coffin, which was kept  among  the  sons  of  Israel,  would 

certainly occasion questions by succeeding generations.

46.  When asked about this man and his mummy, they could  reply  with 

the doctrine of the Exodus and this acted as an encouragement to them 

and their sons as well.

47.  The age of Joseph is repeated, and the fact of his mummification 

is recorded in vs 26.

48.  Thus ends the book of Genesis, which is certainly  in  itself  a 

complete work.

49.  However, we are left to wonder about the chosen  race  and  what 

ever became of them.

50.  This  fact  eloquently  calls  for  the  continuation  which  is 

provided by the book of Exodus.

51.  Although this book stands complete in itself, it is evident that 

it is an integral part of the books which follow.
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