GENESIS CHAPTER 8
VS 1  BUT GOD REMEMBERED NOAH AND ALL THE BEASTS AND ALL THE CATTLE THAT 

WERE WITH HIM IN THE ARK; AND GOD CAUSED A WIND TO PASS OVER THE  EARTH, 

AND THE WATER SUBSIDED.

VS 2  ALSO THE FOUNTAINS OF THE DEEP AND THE WINDOWS  OF  THE  SKY  WERE 

CLOSED, AND THE RAIN FROM THE SKY WAS STOPPED.

SUMMARY VS 1-2

1.  Chronologically we are now at D+150 of the flood, on the  7th  month 

and the seventeenth day of Noah's 600th year.

2.  This chapter begins with an anthropopathism of remembering, which is 

used  to  indicate  that  God,  who  has  been  busy  orchestrating  the 

destruction of the earth, now  turns  His  attention  to  Noah  and  the 

inhabitants of the ark.

3.  Wind, which had been previously unknown before the flood, is  now  a 

regular feature of planet earth as planned by God.

4.   The  drying  wind,  coupled  with  further  rearrangement  of   the 

topography of planet earth caused the beginning of a massive run-off  of 

the flood waters.  Ps. 104:5-9

5.  The fountains of the deep and the windows of the  sky  were  closed, 

indicating that the interaction between the icy visitor and planet earth 

was at an end.

6.  No more ice passed through the windows, and  the  driving  rain  had 

completely come to an end some 110 days earlier.

VS 3  AND THE WATER RECEDED STEADILY FROM THE EARTH, AND AT THE  END  OF 

150 DAYS, THE WATER DECREASED.

VS 4  AND IN THE SEVENTH MONTH ON THE SEVENTEENTH DAY OF THE MONTH,  THE 

ARK RESTED UPON THE MOUNTAINS OF ARARAT.

VS 5  AND THE WATER DECREASED STEADILY UNTIL THE  TENTH  MONTH;  IN  THE 

TENTH MONTH, ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE MONTH THE  TOPS  OF  THE  MOUNTAINS 

BECAME VISIBLE.

SUMMARY VS 3-5

1.  After 150 days the process of the flood began to be reversed and the 

runoff began.

2.  Careful study indicates that by day 150 of  the  flood,  the  waters 

began to drain off, and the ark was grounded on the mountains of Ararat.

3.  The waters recede steadily and regularly and by day 224, the tops of 

the neighboring mountains in that range were visible.

4.  Since the ark grounded shortly after the waters  began  to  subside, 

and it took another 74 days for the tops of other  mountains  to  become 

visible, we conclude that Noah landed on one of the highest peaks in the 

region.

5.  The water recedes at a constant steady rate of some 40-50  feet  per 

day, and in 74 days other mountain peaks are visible to the eye.

6.  This rapid run-off of the  massive  amounts  of  water  formed  many 

natural wonders, including our Grand Canyon, which most scientists admit 

was formed by the force of running water.

7.  It did not take thousands and millions of  years  as  they  surmise, 

but was cut out in a period of less than one year.

8.  The landing place for the  ark  was  considerably  inland  from  the 

nearest sea, 275 mi from the Caspian sea, 500  from  the  Mediterranean, 

and 200 miles from the Black sea.

9.  Facts about Mt. Ararat:

    a.  Towns include Nakhitshavan=place of first lodging.   In  100  AD 

        was known by the Greek apobaterion= landing place.

        Sharnakh= village of Noah

        Tebriz=the ship

        arguri=planting of the vine

        marand=the mother is here, trad. burial place of Mrs. Noah

    b.  Persians call the mountain kok-i-nouh= mountain of Noah

    c.  Berossus in 300 bc said ark could still be seen.

        Heironymus in 30 bc mentions the ark

        Josephus and Nicolaus mention it in 1st Cent. AD.

    d.  Remains of the ark were not questioned until the rise of  higher 

        criticism in the 1800s

VS 6  THEN IT CAME ABOUT AT THE END OF FORTY DAYS, THAT NOAH OPENED  THE 

WINDOW OF THE ARK WHICH HE HAD MADE.

VS 7  AND HE SENT OUT A RAVEN, AND IT FLEW OUT AND BACK UNTIL THE WATERS 

DRIED UP FROM UPON THE EARTH.

SUMMARY VS 6-7

1.  Noah waits some 114 days from the day he lands until  he  opens  the 

window, which is 40 days from the first day of the tenth month,  or  the 

10th day of the 11th month.

2.  Noah must have been quite knowledgeable concerning the habits of the 

birds, since he first sends out a scavenger,  whom  he  knows  will  not 

return unless absolutely necessary.

3.  The raven never returns inside the ark, but uses the ark as  a  base 

for his foraging expeditions, as he feed  on  the  remains  which  still 

floated around.

4.  Noah as we will see is quite patient in this series of  events,  and 

he does not panic or rush into anything of which he is unsure.

5.  The manner of grounding must have  made  it  difficult  for  him  to 

observe the conditions, so he begins to cautiously investigate.

6.  He uses the one type of animal, birds, which could safely move about 

and provide him with useful information, he does not  endanger  himself, 

his family or any other inhabitant of the ark.

VS 8  THEN HE SENT OUT A DOVE FROM HIM TO SEE IF THE  WATER  WAS  ABATED 

FROM THE FACE OF THE LAND;

VS 9  BUT THE DOVE FOUND NO RESTING PLACE FOR THE SOLE OF HER  FOOT,  SO 

SHE RETURNED TO HIM INTO THE ARK; FOR THE WATER WAS ON  THE  SURFACE  OF 

ALL THE EARTH.  THEN HE PUT OUT HIS HAND AND TOOK HER, AND  BROUGHT  HER 

INTO THE ARK TO HIMSELF.

SUMMARY VS 8-9

1.  While it is not stated in this verse, Noah  waited  another  7  days 

after the sending out of the raven before sending out the dove.  vs 10

2.  This occurs 270 days after the flood began, on the 17th day  of  the 

11th month.

3.  The question must be addressed as to why Noah does these  things  in 

this way, when he obviously could have  thrown  the  covering  back  and 

looked for himself.  8:13

4.  The answer is found in the fact that when Noah knew the will of  God 

he meticulously performed it in every detail, and when he did  not  know 

the will of God, he was exceedingly cautious.

5.  There is no evidence that God spoke to Noah from the time he entered 

the ark until the command to debark 371 days later in 8:15.

6.  It appears that even in the life of one of  the  greatest  believers 

who ever lived, there was a period or periods where God did not  clearly 

reveal His will to him.

7.  This will occur in the life of  the  believer  today,  sometimes  it 

seems that God is quite close, and everything is clear, at  other  times 

it may seem as if God is distant and you do not know what to do.

8.  During these  times  you  must  exercise  care,  diligence  to  keep 

applying the doctrine you know, constant prayer, and caution.

9.  Never be bullied by other believers or your own STA into courses  of 

action of which you are not completely convinced and certain.

10.  The dove was not able to find a suitable place to reside, since the 

lower lands were completely covered with water,  and  the  higher  lands 

were quite saturated.

11.  Noah takes the dove back into the ark to await further drying.

VS 10  SO HE WAITED YET ANOTHER SEVEN DAYS; AND AGAIN HE  SENT  OUT  THE 

DOVE FROM THE ARK.

VS 11  AND THE DOVE CAME TO HIM TOWARD EVENING; AND BEHOLD, IN HER  BEAK 

WAS A FRESHLY PICKED OLIVE LEAF.   SO  NOAH  KNEW  THAT  THE  WATER  WAS 

ABATING FROM THE EARTH.

VS 12.  THEN HE WAITED YET ANOTHER SEVEN DAYS, AND SENT  OUT  THE  DOVE; 

BUT SHE DID NOT RETURN TO HIM AGAIN.

SUMMARY VS 10-12

1.  The word translated "waited" in vs 10 has the nuance of movement, of 

twisting or turning around,  and  indicates  that  while  Noah  was  not 

impatient, the excitement was beginning to mount in the ark.

2.  He sends the same dove out as before, which this time returns with a 

token which arrests Noah's attention.

3.  The dove had flown around for a good while before  returning  toward 

evening.

4.  The olive leaf which the dove brought  back  was  not  a  dead  leaf 

floating around, but one which had been freshly picked.

5.  Noah now knows that vegetation is being reestablished on the planet, 

and that the water level was declining rapidly.

6.  The fact that the dove  returned  to  the  ark  indicated  that  the 

environment was not completely restored for habitation.

7.  In vs 12 another word is used  for  waiting,  which  emphasizes  the 

notion of waiting for something with confidence.

8.  Noah is obviously excited and confident that the episode is  nearing 

a conclusion, yet he still does nothing in a rash or foolish manner.

9.  He sends out the same dove one more time after 7 days, and this time 

the dove does not return, indicating that the planet is  acceptable  for 

bird life.

10.  The date is the 12th month and the first day of the month.

VS 13  NOW IT CAME ABOUT IN THE SIX HUNDRED AND FIRST YEAR, IN THE FIRST 

MONTH, ON THE FIRST OF THE MONTH, THE WATER WAS DRIED UP FROM THE EARTH.  

THEN NOAH REMOVED THE COVERING OF THE ARK, AND LOOKED, AND  BEHOLD,  THE 

SURFACE OF THE GROUND WAS DRIED UP.

VS 14  AND IN THE SECOND MONTH, ON THE TWENTY-SEVENTH DAY OF THE  MONTH, 

THE EARTH WAS DRY.

SUMMARY VS 13-14

1.  The date is given in terms of Noah's age,  which  is  obviously  the 

only thing one could date from, since he is the one who  is  to  survive 

the flood.

2.  The first day of the first month is twenty nine days later than  the 

sending out of the dove for the final time, 314 days since the beginning 

of the flood.

3.  The word in vs 13 for dried up, does not mean fully  and  completely 

dry, but that there was no longer any standing water which was visible.

4.  Still Noah does not rush  out  of  the  ark,  and  demonstrates  his 

understanding of the reality of God's timing, and not rushing  ahead  of 

the plan of God.

5.  The fact that Noah never saw the waters of  God's  judgment  teaches 

that the believer will not experience  the  wrath  of  God.   Rom.  8:1, 

IThess. 5:9, Rev. 3:10

6.  Another 57 days elapse before the ground is completely  dry,  it  is 

not even muddy.

7.  From the day that Noah entered the ark, 378 days have  elapsed,  371 

from the actual beginning of the flood.

VS 15  THEN GOD SPOKE TO NOAH, SAYING,

VS 16  "GO OUT OF THE ARK, YOU AND YOUR WIFE  AND  YOUR  SONS  AND  YOUR 

SONS' WIVES WITH YOU.

VS 17  BRING OUT WITH YOU EVERY LIVING THING OF ALL FLESH THAT  IS  WITH 

YOU, BIRDS AND ANIMALS AND EVERY  CREEPING  THING  THAT  CREEPS  ON  THE 

EARTH, THAT THEY MAY BREED ABUNDANTLY ON THE EARTH, AND BE FRUITFUL  AND 

MULTIPLY ON THE EARTH."

SUMMARY VS 15-17

1.  vs 15 is the first record that we have that God has spoken  to  Noah 

since the day that he entered the ark.

2.  Noah knew that his job was to feed and sustain the  animals  in  the 

ark during the flood, and this he did.

3.  Like Noah, the believer does not need to know certain things, but is 

responsible to perform those things he does know.

4.  Like Noah, there will be some periods when you seem remote from God, 

and may not be sure what the will of God is in regard to certain matters

5.  This is the time that you keep applying what you do know, and do not 

move ahead without clear divine direction, it is a patience test.

6.  Like Noah you may be completely in the directive will  of  God,  but 

may feel isolated or forgotten.

7.  This is the time that you cling to BD and continue to  apply,  since 

the Word of God is what sustains us during these periods  of  our  faith 

being tested.

8.  Apply omniscience and recognize that God has not forgotten you,  and 

omnipotence assures us that God will  bring  us  through  the  difficult 

periods.

9.  Make certain that, like Noah, you are in the directive will of  God, 

geographically, pursuing BD in your niche.

10.  These times are designed to test the doctrine  which  we  claim  to 

have, and are for our ultimate blessing.  Rom. 5:3-5, IPet. 1:5-7

11.  God speaks from inside the ark, indicating that He was "there"  all 

along, and tells Noah to depart the ark.

12.  He is to take all the people with him, and all  the  animals  which 

are in the ark, also.

13.  The ark has been the focal point for Noah for the last  101  years, 

and was the means of his deliverance, yet now it is time to  forsake  it 

and move on.

14.  The phrase on the earth is repeated twice  to  emphasize  that  the 

geographical will of God has changed for Noah.

15.  Noah has not done anything apart from the revealed will of God,  he 

did not build and move into the ark of his own accord, and he  does  not 

leave the ark without clear Divine direction.

16.  The animals will come forth from the ark and breed  and  repopulate 

the planet in a prolific fashion.

VS 18  SO NOAH WENT OUT, AND HIS SONS AND HIS WIFE AND HIS  SONS'  WIVES 

WITH HIM.

VS 19  EVERY BEAST, EVERY CREEPING THING,  AND  EVERY  BIRD,  EVERYTHING 

THAT MOVES ON THE EARTH, WENT OUT BY THEIR FAMILIES FROM THE ARK.

SUMMARY VS 18-19

1.  As is typical of the great believers,  Noah  immediately  begins  to 

execute the Divine command.

2.  He does not question it, nor does he worry that the ark is the  only 

true place of safety.

3.  He recognizes that God is the one  who  sustains  life,  and  as  He 

maintained life throughout the flood, He will continue to maintain life.

4.  The present distribution of men and animals must be  explained  from 

this verse and the migration of all living creatures from  Ararat,  into 

the lower region of Mesopotamia.

5.  All descended from Ararat and migrated to the various parts  of  the 

planet via the land bridges which  existed  until  the  days  of  Peleg.  

10:25

6.  With the exception of Australia, there exists a dry land path to all 

areas of the globe.  Except the Bering strait, which once was  obviously 

dry.

7.  The land bridges and the separation of the land mass and continental 

drift explains both human and animal distribution.

8. Human distribution was aided by the confusion of language at Babel.

VS 20  THEN NOAH BUILT AN ALTAR TO THE LORD, AND  TOOK  OF  EVERY  CLEAN 

ANIMAL AND OF EVERY CLEAN BIRD AND OFFERED BURNT OFFERINGS ON THE ALTAR

VS 21  AND THE LORD SMELLED THE SOOTHING AROMA; AND  THE  LORD  SAID  TO 

HIMSELF; "I WILL NEVER AGAIN CURSE THE GROUND ON ACCOUNT OF MAN, FOR THE 

INTENT OF MAN'S HEART IS EVIL FROM HIS YOUTH; AND  I  WILL  NEVER  AGAIN 

DESTROY EVERY LIVING THING AS I HAVE DONE.

VS 22  WHILE THE EARTH REMAINS,

       SEEDTIME AND HARVEST,

       AND COLD AND HEAT,

       AND SUMMER AND WINTER,

       AND DAY AND NIGHT

       SHALL NOT CEASE."

SUMMARY VS 20-22

1.  The first recorded act of Noah upon leaving the ark was to build  an 

altar, which is a place of sacrifice, for the purpose of worshiping God.

2.  The altar in the OT is typical and looks forward to the  reality  of 

the LJC and the cross in the NT.

3.  The fact that Noah was well versed on the sacrificial system,  which 

had been in place as early as Cain and Abel, is obvious.

4.  Noah takes from every category of clean animals, animals  acceptable 

for sacrifice, and offers a liberal offering to the Lord.

5.  Under the family priesthood, the sacrificial system was well defined 

and the offerings were:

    a.  presented by the designated believer.

    b.  offered on the appropriate altar.

    c.  offered whole

    d.  only taken from specified animals.

    e.  totally consumed by fire.

6.  Noah offerings  an  offering  which  depicts  the  reality  of  pro- 

pitiation, accomplished by JC and His work on the cross.

7.  The teaching aide of the offering and its counterparts in reality;

    a.  altar=cross

    b.  sacrificial animals=JC

    c.  clean=His lack of OSN and personal sins

    d.  shedding of blood=spiritual death

    e.  animal substitutes=substitutionary atonement

    f.  completely consumed by fire=destruction of spiritual life of JC

    g.  ascending soothing smoke=propitiation of +R and impact in Heaven

8.  Based on this typical sacrifice which points to the reality  of  JC, 

God sovereignly decides to never again bring a judgment of this kind  on 

the planet.

9.  This is accomplished by the restraint of the  angelic  intruders  in 

pits of darkness to await their day of judgment.  Jude 6

10.  God acknowledges that mankind is incorrigible under  the  principle 

of the I/STA, and is immersed in evil from the earliest days of thought.

11.  The processes dealt with in vs 22 are new  or  modified  since  the 

flood, and are not articulated to Noah.

12.  While the earth is not eternal as some suppose, the regular  nature 

of things leads men to this assumption.

13.  Four pairs of opposites are cited  which  are  now  instituted  for 

planet earth and will continue to function until the end of time.

    a.  seedtime and harvest--no limit to growing season  under  canopy, 

        but this new regime is now in place.

    b.  cold and heat--no cold at all before, but  extremes  are  now  a 

        reality.

    c.  summer  and  winter--the  opposite  seasons  from  seedtime  and 

        harvest, unknown before the flood.

    d.  day and night--established on D+4, mentioned here since this has 

        been modified by the alteration of the  solar  system,  and  the 

        change in earth's tilt and rotation.

14.  This offering is also a celebration of the covenant which had  been 

given to Noah and his sons before they departed the ark.  9:8-10

